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FOREWORD 

The idea for this volume and most of the contributions in it originated with 
two symposiums dealing with the German Cultural Heritage of Texas and the 
Southwest, held in connection with the celebration of the Bicentennial of 
American Independence in 1976. 

The first symposium was sponsored by the Southwest Chapters of the 
American Association of Teachers of German (AATG) and was held in Dallas 
on October II, 1975, in conjunction with the thirteenth annual celebration of 
German Day in Texas. The program was arranged by Eberhard Herrmann of 
Dallas, who is much involved in German-American affairs, Lee Nahrgang, 
Associate Professor of German at North Texas State University, and Otto 
Tetzlaff, Chairman of the Department of Modern Languages of Angelo State 
University and President at the time of the Texas Chapter of the AATG. The 
papers in this volume by Terry Jordan, Maria Herrmann, and myself were 
originally given at this event. 

The other symposium was one of a series held in the Houston Public Library 
in mid-February 1976, under the auspices of the Library, the German Consulate 
General in Houston, the Houston Chapter and the National Office of the 
AATG, the Goethe Institute, and the College of Humanities and Fine Arts 
and the Department of German of the University of Houston. The specific 
occasion for the event was the opening of the new library building, highlighted 
by a large traveling exhibit of modern German books from all fields ("Have a 
Look at the German Book"), provided by the organizers of the annual 
Frankfurt Book Fair in conjunction with the Consulate General. Among the 
many people who helped arrange this series of symposiums were Ruth 
Krassmann, Cultural Attache of the Consulate General, Gertrud Pickar, 
Chairman of the Department of German of the University of Houston and 
Past President of the Houston Chapter of the AATG, Ann Hornak, Assistant 
Director of the Houston Public Library, John Guilds, Dean of the College of 
Humanities and Fine Arts of the University of Houston, and Theodore Gish, 
representative of the Goethe Institute. The papers by Francis Abernethy, 
Winfred Lehmann, and Leslie Willson were among those given at the second 
symposium. 

The other contributors-Waltraud Bartscht, Glenn Gilbert, Gilbert 
Jordan, Otto Tetzlaff, and Richard Helt-were invited to join in the volume 
because of the similar nature of the research they have been doing. There 
could have been many more papers on many other facets of the life and 
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culture and contributions of the Texas Germans, but time and space pre
cluded them. It is hoped, however, that the sampling this issue brings will give 
at least some idea of the important contributions of the Germans in the Lone 
Star State, contributions whose magnitude is known to few Americans. 

Terry 1 ordan 's paper is presented first as a kind of introduction, surveying 
briefly the history of the German immigration that brought tens of thousands 
of Germans into Frontier Texas from the mid-nineteenth century on. Otto 
Tetzlaff discusses the image of Texas presented by one of the many early 
handbooks circulated in Germany to inform (and often to lure) prospective 
immigrants. 

Waltraud Bartscht's contribution follows, giving an intimate picture, 
gleaned from an old pamphlet and diary, of the impressions of Texas and the 
loves and sorrows of a typical early immigrant family. Glenn Gilbert's paper 
bridges the gap between the history and geographic origins of the various 
groups of German immigrants and the rather homogeneous "Texas German" 
language that evolved, which (though moribund) is still spoken by many 
thousands of Texans. This language is treated in the following three articles. 
My own discussion and that of Gilbert 1 ordan deal primarily with the spoken 
German language in Texas, each concentrating on one of the two major 
"German Belts" (east of Austin around La Grange and Giddings, and west of 
Austin in the "Hill Country" around Fredericksburg and New Braunfels, 
respectively). Winfred Lehmann's paper calls attention to a more neglected 
aspect of Texas German: the linguistic qualities of the literary language as 
employed in early novels and poetry. 

Francis Abernethy discusses the German folklore of Texas as it manifests 
itself in customs, festivals, anecdotes, and the like, many of which have found 
their way into such folk literature as the stories of 1. Frank Dobie. 

The perspective shifts to Germany in the following two contributions. 
A. Leslie Willson gives examples of the impressions Texas has made on 
German writers-from pioneer days down to the present. Richard Helt 
discusses the great impact of Texas and Western music on the modern German 
music scene. 

Finally, reminiscent of the fact that Texans in the last few years have become 
more appreciative of their colorful heritage and are attempting to preserve it, 
Maria Herrmann tells the story of some of the historic old German houses of 
Fredericksburg and the recent resurgence of interest in restoring and preserving 
them-not only as relics of the past, but also as livable family homes, public 
buildings, and commercial establishments. 

These and numerous other areas of research in the field of Texas German 
studies offer fertile grounds for the linguist, the historian, the sociologist, the 
political scientist, the literary scholar, the folklorist, etc. For instance, the 
German and the English ofthe Texas Germans need much more thorough 
study, as do their political attitudes and actions, especially during the great 
wars, in which they always seemed to be on the "wrong side" (i.e., the Civil 
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War, and World Wars I and II). Such studies could be done on the basis of old 
letters, church records (for all practical purposes the local historical archives), 
and German language newspapers-sources which have hardly been tapped. 
These old documents should also be studied more thoroughly with regard to 
other sociological questions such as the ties with and attitudes towards the old 
homeland, as well as to such linguistic problems as the evolution of the 
modern form of Texas German, the differences between the written and 
spoken language, etc. Studies of the "official use" of German in Texas would 
be fascinating: besides the newspapers and church records, the documents of 
personal life (certificates of baptism, marriage, etc.) were in German, the 
State of Texas itself published some official proclamations (e.g., those of 
statehood and secession) in German, and to this day there are thousands of 
grave inscriptions, church cornerstones, and the like, still standing as public 
testimony to the importance of German in Texas. The most urgent field of 
study would of course be concerned with interviewing the present Texas 
Germans before their bonds with the past are weakened any further. Here 
again, it is not only the usage of the German and English languages that 
should be studied, but also such things as emotions (towards the languages, 
towards being German, etc.), customs, and folklore-many facets of which 
are so taken for granted by the people that they do not even realize them, and 
which are so unobtrusive that an outsider might study the people at length 
and still miss a great deal. 

Then there could be a comparison with other forms of American German 
and with other immigrant languages, such as Czech and Spanish in Texas, 
and French in Louisiana. It is quite evident that the isolated immigrant 
language in a language-mixture situation-consequently differing from the 
conservative situation of the isolated (but not embattled) Icelandic language 
- rapidly develops along lines that are latent in the homeland language; 
thus, it is not surprising that the evolution of Afrikaans (from Dutch) offers 
striking parallels to that of Texas German. Perhaps this last example illus
trates how far the study of Texas German can take a person. But to return to 
the soil of Texas, the newspapers have recently reported a new large-scale 
immigration of Germans to the state: six hundred German Mennonites from 
Mexico (with old-fashioned ways like the Amish and still German-speaking) 
are moving as a group to West Texas in order to preserve their old customs 
and their German language-and they expect to be joined by thousands more 
from Mexico and Canada. 

Sincere thanks are due the contributors, the organizations and persons 
mentioned above, and the Editor, Assistant Editor (who put it all together) , 
and Review Board of Rice University Studies (whose names appear on the 
inside cover). 

JOSEPH WILSON 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
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