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POLIO VIC".fiM DONALD ROSSI, RIGHT, AT GRADUATION 
With Him at Rice Ceremonies Is Joe Krnel!er of Corpus Christi ~ 

. .It Was Proud Day For 
.; 

7heel Cl1air Stude11t 
By FRANK KRYS1'YNIAK 

Post Reporter 

There were thousands of 

he finished big. Two semesters 
during his four years he was 
on the President's list for A
average grades and just re
cently he was selected as one 
of 10 students to be made a 
fellow of Hanszen College. 

· gra:Qt:rntes and tons of pride in 
Houston Saturday night, but 
the proudest of all may have 
been ·a 32-year-old paralytic 
name(\. Donald Rossi. Rossi has had polio since 

1954, his senior year in high 
school. He does not seem bit
ter. He probably would noi be 

If the equation ''sacrifice 
plus. .suffering equals pride," 
then.)Je must have been most 
prQuli. 

. NOT ONLY did Rossi grad
·uate ,from Rice University but 

... ""' ' 

where he is now-with a bach
elor's degree in philosophy-if 
he were bitter . 

"I'D BE 5 feet 11 inches if I 
eould stand up," he said . ''I 
weigh about 140 pounds. I'm 
sort of withered.'' 

Rossi attended classes in a 
wheel chair and with a port
able respirator. He is almost 
completely paralyzed from the 
neck down. 

The respirator has become 
so much a part of him that 
when he told of the hardships 
of attending class, he forgot 
about it. 

HE HAS JUST enough use 
of his right arm to write . An 
attendant, Richard Pickert, 
1437 Eagle St, and students at 
Rice, helped him to and from 
classes. 

Rossi says he thinks he has 
a good chance to get the job 
he wants with the B a y 1 o r 
Medical School in the depart
ment of bio-mathematics. Aft
er working a while, he said, 
he may consider graduate 
school. 

HE SAID HE has n e v e r 
been discouraged in the 12 
years he has struggled against 
polio and for ari education. 

He unexcitedly termed his 
graduation "a great thing." 
"I'm certainly very happy to 
have had the opportunity to at
tend Rice," he said. 

His parents, Mr and Mrs 
Charles W. Rossi of 5003 Ma
ple, were more enthusiastic. 

"I'M JUST ALL shook up," 
Mrs Rossi said. "We're so ex
cited and so proud of him." 

"I am very, very proud of 
him having the desire and ·for
titude to go through with 
school," his father said. 
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