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Fresh Fruit Cup au Sherry 

Colorado Hearts of Cele 
1
y · Ripe and Green Olives 

Broiled Blue Ribbon T-bone Steak 

ButtJr Sauce 
I 

Delmonico au gratin Potatoes New Baby Lima Beans 
I 

Health Salad French Dressing 

Texas Lo:hghorn Rolls 

Fresh Strawberry Meringue Glace Chantille 

Ct ffee 



SENIOR BANQUET OF THE CLASS OF 1948 

Toastmaster, DONALD L. ANDERSON 

1. The Banquet 

2. Introduction of Guests of the Senior Class 

3. Presentation of Class Officers 

4. Election of Officers 

5. Presentation of the Rice Institute Service Award 

6. Introduction of Speaker, Mr. HughS. Cameron 



THE CLASS of '48 is cehainly a . composite group. It 

is composed of students who matriculated from the late 

'30's up to '44. The majority of those graduating this 
l . 

year were enrolled in '42 and '43 and still refer to those 

years as the "Good Old Days." 

Up to about February of '43, campus life was still on · 

a semi-peacetime basis. The campus was not, however, 

excluded from the tension and emotional upheaval which 

affected the whole 'country particularly during the first 

stages of the war. There 
1
was an increase in marriages 

in the student body; grades suffered because of the in,.. 

creased difficulty in concentrating on school work while 
I 

the rest of the world was in a furor; and campus chatter · 

was filled with the continued rehashing of stale news 

from the battlefronts. 

It was in February that the Air Corps reservists were 

called up; Navy enlisted trainees were sent to Rice; the 

band broke up for the duration; first reports began to 

co1ne back of ex..;students in action; recruiting drives for 

W. A. C.'s and W. A. V. E.'s were carried on; N. R. 0. T. C. 

students were placed on active duty; and students began 

to pay income tax for the first time. 

The war had its effect on student activities on the 

can1pus. With the influx of the accelerated program 



election ballyhoo was drastically cut and slime parades 

and hazing were eliminated as far as large scale opera

tions were concerned. A large victory garden was 

plowed on the back campus to provide fresh vegetables 

for the dormitories. The old cry of ''no school spirit" 

was raised steadily during this time. 

For the first time a class finished in April under the 

accelerated program and the armed forces claimed most 

of the graduates. 

In '43 Rice held its first summer session and students 

were asked to vacate East Hall for the Navy students. 

By the summer of '43 students from many schools all 

over the country enrolled in Rice under the Navy Pro

gram. The predominant number of these students were 

from Texas A. & M. and the University of Texas. This 

at first led to a little friction which soon subsided as the 

new students began to feel at home. The newcomers be

gan to take an interest in school activities as was evi

denced by their interest and participation in athletics and 

other school -activities. 

Campus life perked up in the fall of '44 as students 

became acclimated to the difficulties of the wartime pro

gram. School spirit was better and students began to 

take a greater interest in the goings-on. The campus was 

settling down. 

In the Spring elections of '45 there was a brief glimpse 

of what the post-war campus life would become. 



In April of '45 the Engineering Society had its last 

initiation and was disbanded as a consequence. 

Corsages were voted out of Rice Dances in '45. 

By the end_ of '45 the veterans began to come back 

and take their places on the campus. 

The accelerated program ended in June of '46 follow

ing a unique short semester · of three months into which 

three year courses and several hundred newly returned 

veterans were crowded. 

The Fall of '46 saw Rice back on a civilian status. 

School spirit rose with the ratio of men to women. The 

Engineering Society was reinstated and finals again were 

three hours long. 

Rice had one of its greatest football years in '47. The 

team not only won the conference co-championship, but 

later went on to defeat the University of ·Tennessee in 

the Orange Bowl Classic. 

In the Spring of '47 Dr. Houston was inaugurated. 
I 

Also during this period construction was begun on the 

three new buildings: Anderson Hall, Fondren Library, 

and the Abercrombie Engineering Laboratories. Thing~ 

got a little tougher for the engineers as a fifth year was 

added to their course. 

The new RI magazine appeared in the spring replac

ing the old OWL which was discontinued. 

Although the football team didn't do quite as well as 

expected in the Fall of '47, school spirit was very high 



and students assumed a greater interest in campus affairs 

as was shown by near record balloting in elections and 

the good work of the Student Council. 

Again during this time the tendency toward maturity 

on the part of the students began to manifest itself in the 

social gatherings, student forums and programs of civic 

and intellectual interest. 

The Spring of '48 brought the final Senior gatherings: 

the barbecue, the Senior American, and the Prom. The 

Seniors began to assume a quieter and more thoughtful 

attitude; their college life was drawing to a close. 
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