




19 8 8 is a special year for America and for one 
of the important symbols of her political 

and diplomatic history, the USS Sequoia. For the first time in 28 
years the republic will participate in a non-incumbent presiden
tial election. And, ending an 11-year absence, America will 
reclaim the Sequoia as a National Historic Landmark and return 
her to service to the nation. 

In this non-incumbent presidential election year, we once 
again celebrate the foundation of our freedoms by excercis

ing our rights as Americans. These rights, both political and 
natural, have shaped the American character which is 
demonstrated every day when Americans freely elect their 
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leaders, when they volunteer for needy causes, when they work 
to preserve the symbols of their history, and when they come 
together to celebrate their own communities. 

It is in this spirit that the Presidential Yacht Trust is proud to 
bring the Sequoia to the American people in over 100 cities 

in 22 states, to share both her history and the pride of her per
manent preservation, and to lend support to local celebrations 
and public service. The visit of this once and future symbol of 
the Presidency in each city will help remind all of us of the 
foundations of our freedoms, the richness of our history, the 
responsibility for individual participation and the reason 1988 
is a special year to Celebrate America! 



The Floating White House 

For most of the 20th century Sequoia represented delicate negotiations, Presi
dential retreat and international diplomacy. No other vessel boasts so rich a history of 
events and personalities uniquely American. Indeed, she was officially designated aNa
tional Historic Landmark at the launch ceremonies of the national "Celebrate America!" 
tour in Washington on March 30. 

The yacht was built in 1925 as a pleasure craft for the Richard Cadwalader 
family of Philadelphia and christened "Sequoia II." In 1928, Mr. Cadwalader sold 
Sequoia II to William H. Dunning of Fort Worth, Texas who re-christened her Sequoia. 
Mr. Dunning apparently liked Sequoia so much that he took her name for his fledgling 
oil business, the Sequoia Oil Company. 

As the Depression began to take effect, the U.S. Department of Commerce was looking for a vessel to augment their Steamboat 
and Navigation Inspection Fleet. On March 20, 1931, the Commissioner of Navigation of the Department of Commerce purchased Sequoia 
for $48,860 under the Enforcement Navigation Laws of 1931 and 1932 she was assigned to the 2nd Inspection District. Sequoia was 
specifically charged with enforcement of the navigation laws and in 1932, as a member of the Oyster Fleet, she and her two tenders "reported 
2,586 inspections involving 789 violations of the navigation laws during the season." 

President Herbert Hoover became enamored with Sequoia's beauty during a trip in August of 1932 and chose to spend the winter 
in Florida on the yacht. Upon his return to Washington, President Hoover arranged for Sequoia to be transferred to the Navy on March 
25, 1933. The Navy took possession of Sequoia and commissioned her as" Auxiliary Miscellaneous"- AG23 in Annapolis, Maryland where 
she had been undergoing minor repairs. She was assigned to the Navy Yard, Washington and was "to be prepared for the use of the President 
of the United States." She went on to serve eight Presidents, in varying capacities, over a period of 44 years. 

Throughout her Presidential service, Sequoia provided the setting for many unique and historic occasions. Hoover sought respite 
aboard her during the Depression years; Roosevelt planned war strategy and made numerous trips outside Washington aboard Sequoia, 
including a cruise on April 23, 1933 with England's Prime Minister MacDonald at which time the two leaders discussed British 
disarmament plans; Truman entertained British Prime Minister Clement Attlee and Canada's Prime Minister MacKenzie King during the 
first international conference on nuclear controls; Eisenhower made Sequoia available to many public groups; Kennedy hosted and enjoyed 
gala social functions aboard, including his surprise 46th and last birthday. 

In later years, President Johnson found her a persuasive setting for promoting his legislative programs with Congress. In addition, 
he entertained many ambassadors, congressmen and various foreign dignitaries on numerous cruises to Mt. Vernon. President Nixon used 
Sequoia more than any other President. He used her for private working sessions, negotiations with foreign leaders including Soviet 
President Brezhnev, Prince Charles, Emperor Hirohito, Soviet Deputy Ministers, as well as his historic reflection on his decision to resign. 
He announced his decision to resign to his family while aboard Sequoia August 5, 1974. 

President Ford found Sequoia appropriate for discussions with congressional leaders, family gatherings, and ceremonial functions 
including a cruise with Canadian Prime Minister Trudeau. 

On April1, 1977, President Jimmy Carter announced that he had directed the Secretary of Defense to "dispose of Sequoia through 
public sale." Although President Carter proclaimed her "the most patriotic and symbolic piece of government property ever to be privately 
owned," he had her sold for $286,000 at government auction. 

The Navy Defense Properties Disposal Service, which handled the sale of Sequoia, received 173 sealed bids. Among those 
expressing an interest were industrialist Armand Hammer, 
Hustler publisher Larry Flynt, and daredevil Evil Kneivel. 

On May 18,1977, thesaleofSequoiawasconcluded 
with Rhode Island businessman Thomas A. Malloy, president 
of Leisurecraft, Inc. According to press accounts, Malloy 
hoped to operate Sequoia for five years as a tourist attraction, 
"make a lot of money," and then tum her over to a museum. 

Malloy kept the yacht four months before selling her 
in September 1977 to South Carolina businessman Norman 
Pulliam, President of Sequoia of Spartensburg, Inc., for 
$325,00 dollars. Pulliam was one of the original bidders who 
had lost to Malloy. Under Pulliam's ownership, Sequoia 
remained a tourist attraction, and according to press accounts, 
drew approximately 1,000 people a day. 

On March 25, 1980, 37 years after she was first 
designated the Presidential yacht, Sequoia was purchased by 
the Ocean Learning Institute of Palm Beach Florida for 
$750,000. 



Upon creation of the Presidential Yacht Trust in June 
1981, Sequoia was purchased by Trustee Richard W. Arendsee for 
approximately $1.1 million, placed in service with the Trust, and 
returned to Washington for preservation as a historical vessel. 

On Aprill, 1984- seven years to the day of the White 
House announcement of President Carter's order to sell Sequoia
she was launched from her then winter home in St. Augustine, 

Florida on a six-month national tour. The public response was over
whelming as crowds of thousands at cities large and small greeted 

On June 21, 1986 Sequoia completed a five-month, $3.5 
million total restoration in Norfolk, Virginia. The restoration 
project involved the meticulous protection and preservation of her 
historical integrity while vastly improving her operations and safety 
systems. 

At her rededication ceremonies on June 22, 1986 President 
Reagan's message of support for Sequoia was read by Senator Alan 
Simpson, co-sponsor of the Congressional Resolution. It read in 
part: "The President joins with Congress in both recognizing the 
unique historical significance of the Sequoia and in supporting the 
plans for her preservation and return to official service without 
expense to the American taxpayers." 

With the help of such companies as Banyan Computers in 
Boston, Software AG, Northwest Airlines, Thrifty Rent-A-Car, Se
quoia Grove Winery,andFieldcrest-Cannon, the Presidential Yacht 
Trust is committed to making Sequoia' sfinal year of private service 
a memorable one for all Americans. Her 1988 ucelebrate 
America!" Tour will be experienced by over 166 million Americans 

Sequoia and wished her well. At each stop the public expressed one 
clear message: It was a mistake to sell Sequoia; she should be 
preserved; she should serve the nation and the Presidency again. 

As a demonsttation of the strong national bi-partisan 
support Sequoia enjoys, the ninety-ninth Congress unanimously 
passed Senate Concurrent Resolution 98 in December 1985. The 
resolution recognized the historical significance of the vessel, and 
noted that Congress supports the Presidential Yacht Trust' efforts to 
donate Sequoia for service once again as the Presidential Yacht 

and will include her visit to 100 cities in 22 states throughout the 
Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, Mississippi River and Great Lakes. This 
will be the last time the American public will have the opportunity 
to visit and inspect this historical vessel before its return to Presi
dential service. 

The Presidential Yacht Trust is a non-profit charitable 
organization created to purchase, restore and donate to the United 
States the Presidential Yacht Sequoia. The Trust is funded by 
contributions from the American public, and companies interested 
in historical preservation, patriotism, and the dignity of the United 
States. The Trust welcomes contributions in any amount Checks 
should be payable and sent to the Presidential Yacht Trust, 555 13th 
Street, NW, Suite 680 West, Washington, D.C. 20004. 

On November 15, 1988, one week after the Presidential 
election, Sequoia will be returned to Presidential service at a gala 
dinner to be held in Washington, D.C. This will conclude her 
triumphant resurrection and initiate a new chapter in her service as 
America's Presidential Yacht. 



"While the Sequoia's recreational role is well 
known, less well known is the fact that a number of 
historic meetings, including one of my conversations 
with Brezhnev during our second summit were held 
aboard her. Her decks can offer a welcome change of 
venue for leaders wishing to escape, if only briefly, 
from banquet rooms and conference tables. Those who 
have contributed both time and money to the Presiden
tial Yacht Trust deserve the nation's appreciation for 
returning to future presidents what has often been a 
useful diplomatic tool." 

--- President Richard Nixon 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Represen
tatives concurring), 
That Congress --

( 1) recognizes the unique significance of the 
former Presidential Yacht Sequoia which has made her 
a symbol of American political heritage and the Office 
of the President. 

(2) supports the plans of the Presidential Yacht 
Trust to donate the Sequoia, with an endowment suffi
cient for her operations and maintenance, to the United 
States Navy for service once again as the Presidential 
Yacht. 

--- Senate Concurrent Resolution 98, 1985 



"I loved the Sequoia ... so many memories come to mind of 
the times my family spent aboard her ... and (I) want you to know I 
applaud, applaud the new life you have envisioned for this grand 
vessel!" 

"I frequently cruised on the Potomac 
with my father aboard the Sequoia. She was a 
very comfortable Presidential Yacht; and 
much history was made aboard her. I wish to 
congratulate the trustees of the Presidential 
Yacht Trust on their completion of the restora
tion and ultimate donation (of Sequoia) to the 
U.S. Navy to again be used as the Presidential 
Yacht at no cost to taxpayers. A hearty well
done to all of you who have restored the 
Sequoia to her rightful place in the service of 
future presidents and her continued importance 
to the history of our country." 

---Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr. 

"The Sequoia strikes a nostalgic chord 
in my country; she was the venue for meetings 
between President Roosevelt and Prime Minis
ter Churchill, and between President Truman 
and Prime Minister Attlee. We very much 
look forward to seeing the Sequoia back in 
action." 

--- HE Sir Oliver Wright 
British Ambassador to the 
u.s. (1986) 

---Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson 

The Presidential Yacht Trust - 555 13th St., N.W., Suite 680W - Washington, D.C. 20004 202-638-1552 
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