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From the Editor; 
In this issue we present a suggestive article by 

Polish political writer Marian Rajski on the chances of the 
Soviet perestroika to succeed. Mr. Rajski argues that in the 
1970s and 1980s, the Polish economy and other East Euro
pean economies were yoked to the Soviet economy and slated 
to serve as sources of capital for the development of Siberia. 
The process was called "socialist integration" and has in
flicted damages on the Polish economy which Mr. Rajski 
estimates amounted to $9 billion per year. One ofthe startling 
predictions of this article is that at the present rate of invest
ment, it would take 1000 years to make Siberia profitable. 

The article was written in 1987, and thus Rajski 
does not comment on the extent to which the agreements 
signed by Poland under duress in years past are still in effect 
E.g., we do not learn from the article whether the Katowice 
steel mill (Huta Katowice), constructed at the bidding of the 
Soviets and deficit-prone from its inception, still sends its 
rolled steel to the Soviet Union and at what price. Recent 
news from Poland, (see a Donosy message on 21 March 
1991) indicates that the Soviets are in arrears in paying for 
virtually all the goods they are presently importing from 
Poland. Will the Polish authorities have the courage to close 
down Huta Katowice and create more thousands of unem
ployed? 

We are aware of the skimpiness of Mr. Rajski's 
sources and the oversimplifications of his economic compu
tations. As is often the case in Poland, a lack of access to 
computers and ample documentation hampers many a re
search project However, as T.S. Eliot said, some people 
derive more from one play by Shakespeare than others do 
from the entire British Museum. Something of that kind can 
be seen in Mr. Rajski's painstaking effort to document his 
argument with the bits and pieces of information culled from 
various sources. 

The problems he has had in documenting his con
jectures are not entirely due to inaccessibility of sources in 
Gdynia where he resides. They have to do with the secrecy 
with which the Soviets have treated their economic statistics. 
Indeed, it seems to us that the incomplete figures which a 
Soviet official might have allowed to be published in a party
runjournal to highlight this or that "achievement," when put 
together, produce a truer picture of the Soviet economy than 
many a tome written by American economics professors who 
use the official Soviet statistics. In years past, Indiana 
University economist Paul Marer argued that it was not the 
Eastern Europeans who were robbed of their economic 
resources by the Soviets, but the Soviets who were obliged to 
support the sagging economies of the Eastern Europeans. As 
Rajski has said in this and in many other articles, the prices 
for Polish goods sold to the Soviets have been kept lower than 
production costs, sometimes many times lower; whereas the 
prices for Soviet products, such as the armaments which the 
Soviets have been "selling" to Poles over the years, have been 
several times (sometimes ten times or more) higher than the 
world market prices for similar products. 

Still, we do not claim infallibility for Mr. Rajski, 
only suggestiveness. Even if his statistics are incomplete, his 
analyses are important for Polish and western investors in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. On 10 March 1991, the 
Houston Chronicle reported that the Soviets planned to 
award $4.5 billion in oil and gas contracts for the develop
ment of fields off Sakhalin Island to a group of companies 
including Marathon Oil, McDermott International and Mit
sui and Co. Other companies have expressed renewed 
interest in Siberian oil, said the Chronicle on4 March 1991. 
Yet according to a report from the Chicago consulting fmn of 
A.T. Kearney, the Soviet Union offers the poorest investment 
potential of any former Eastern bloc country. 

Polish sociologist, Dr. Edmund Mokrzycki, raises 
in the Rzeczpospolita interview (translated here for the first 
time) some important questions about postcommunist econ
omy. He argues that the communist system operated by 
bestowing group entitlements on various strata of society, 
starting with the intellectuals, to assure that they had vested 
interest in maintaining the system. These entitlements have 
not been abolished in spite of much talk about privatization, 
and their beneficiaries are adamantly opposed to cancelling 
them for their particular group. No one has yet tackled this 
question in East Europe, with the exception perhaps of the 
former East Germany where a serious attempt atprivatization 
produced 9 .2% unemployment and the assassination on April 
1 of privatization director Detlev Rohwedder. 

Dr. Libor Brom, Director of Russian Studies at the 
University ofDenver and author ofseveral books on Russian 
and Czech subjects, strikes a note of caution about the East 
European revolutions, especially the one in Czecho-Slova
kia He points out that power is hardly ever given away as 
simply and easily as it apparently happened in Czecho
Slovakia. and he raises some disturbing questions about the 
presence in Mr. Havel's government ofpeople who have had 
a long record of service to communist causes. True, they 
could have "changed their minds." But a debate about the ad
visability of awarding high political posts in the country to 
former communists and their sympathizers is surely on 
target 

Walc:sa in Yankeeland 
Lech Wal~sa's visit to the United States in March 
1991 has left mixed emotions. Weare pleased that 
Mr. Wal~sa struck a friendly note with represen
tatives of the American Jewish organizations. We 
are displeased by his gaw~da-sty1e, chaotic an
swers to TV interviewers. We are pleased by the 
self-confidence he displayed throughout his visit. 
We are displeased with his advisers who apparently 
gave him no coaching on his public appearances. 
Once more, the Polish intellectuals, who so ad mi
rab1y opposed the totalitarian regime in the past, 
have failed to contribute to the democratic process, 
and have joined instead the Obraza1ski Association. 
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Problems of Postcommunlsm 

Gorbachev's 


Perestroika and the 


Soviet Economy 
Marian Rajski 

In the last several years the Soviet authori
ties and press have made many pronouncements o? 
the theme ofperestroika. Since the Polish economIC 
situation today is largely the result of having been 
yoked to the Soviet economy in the p~st, the mat~r 
is of considerable interest to Poles. Smce the SOVIet 
Union is a military superpower, the matter is of 
considerable interest also to Americans. 

'The Radiant Future" 
The Polish reader remembers the program 

passed at the 22nd Congress of the Soviet Co~mu
nist Party in 1961. This program asserted that m less 
than ten years the Soviet GNP would surpass the 
American GNP not only in absolute figures but also 
on a per capita basis. But few remember that the 
inspiration for this program was the transfer of cattle 
from the kolkhozes [collective farms] in the Spring of 
1957 and their forceful sale to the sovkhozes [state 
farms] for several times less the free market price. A 
consequence of this economic move was a significant 
increase in the production ofmilk to the towns by the 
sovkhozes in the summer ofthat year at the expense 
of village consumption, and later a mass slaughter of 
cattle in late fall because there was a shortage offeed 
and storage buildings for the winter. Nikita 
Khrushchev's idea, effective for a few months, was 
accepted by the party bureaucracy as a permanently 
valid element of Soviet economic management. It 
was by means ofsuch moves that the increase in the 
GNP was apparently sought. 

We also remember the grave countenances of 
the party instructors in the 1960s telling us that 
communism will be built in 20 years and paintingfor 
us the happy picture of a society in which city trans
port and bread would be free. Their pronouncements 
were part of the enormous propaganda campaign 
about the superiority of the socialist economy over 
the capitalist one which affected not only Poland but 
also the western world. 

These "enlightened" programs were of 

course a fraud. But to keep such a fraud going for 
some time, someone had to pay. In 1957, the payment 
was extracted from collective farm workers. 
Throughout the post-World War II period, Poland 
and other East European countries also had to bear 
significant burdens to keep the Soviet economic 
dinosaur alive. 

Is perestroika possible in 
the situation in which the USSR 
finds itselfat the end of the twen
tieth century? 

The purpose ofthis paper is to argue that in 
many areas ofthe economy, this dinosaur might have 
consumed more than it had produced. I intend to ask, 
while quoting official economic data, whether per
estroika is at all possible in the situation in which the 
USSR finds itselfat the end ofthe twentieth century. 

What Is the Real Cost of Soviet Gas 
and Oil? 

The Soviet Union is a superpower, but only a 
military superpower. By applying the principles of 
war communism to the Soviet economy over several 
decades, it has diverted up to 40% of its GNP, to 
military use. Will the USSR remain a superpower 
for the remainder ofthe century and beyond? World 
political events, particularly the Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan and rise of Solidarity in Poland, 
changed the West's perception ofthe East, at least to 
some extent. As a resul t, the western capitalist world 
has moved to the right of the political spectrum. 
Furthermore, the third scientific and technological 
revolution in First World countries allowed the con
servatives who seem to be coming to power in the 
West mor; and more often, to change the military 
balance of power between East and West. Thus in the 
late 1980s we had a rather different military-eco
nomic world situation than several years earlier, 
when Solidarity was crushed in Poland. Itappears to 
me that the USSR will be unable to change this new 
balance of power, given its doctrine of expansive 
methods of economic development, unless of course it 
should decide on war. 

What is the economic situation in the USSR 
at the end of the twentieth century? Let the facts 
speak. 

In Soviet foreign trade, raw materials ac
count for more than 80% of exports. The remaining 
20% are consumer goods, electronics and machinery 
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(the last two categories are euphemisms for Soviet 
arms exported to Third World countries and, until 
recently, to Eastern Europe). 

At what price does the USSR obtain raw 
materials? 

The lumber imported from Swe
den and Finland to Leningrad is 
twice less costly than the lumber 
brought in from western Siberia. 

This problem was discussed in an article by 
Soviet economist Leonid Korenev published in the 
Polish Communist Party weekly Polityka (no. 291 
1982). Korenev wrote the following: "The Soviet 
mining industry accounts for barely 5% ofthe overall 
production of the entire country, butitabsorbsabout 
40% of all investment expenditures in industry and 
employs 16.6% of the work force." Gorbachevex
panded this statement at the conference of party 
activists in the Siberian city ofTiumen in 1985. He 
said that the cost of mining and extracting fuels, raw 
materials and other primary materiel amounts to 
more than halfofall state expenditures for industrial 
and other production of material goods (Trybuna 
Ludu, no. 209/1985). 

Continues Professor Korenev: 
"Calculations indicate that in 1967, to pro

duce raw materials worth one ruble one had to spend 
two rubles; today [1982, M.R.] one has to spend four 
rubles; in future years this amount will increase 
exponentially. Since we began to drill in Siberia for 
gas, the cost of gas recovery has risen fivefold. Ge~
logical conditions grow increasingly more complI
cated also in the European areas of gas production." 

'1n the Siberian tundra, given the absence of 
roads and infrastructure, the transportation of one 
set of drilling equipment over a distance of70-100 km 
equals the purchase price of the equipment. Thus 
transportation costs, over hundreds of kilometers 
and in tundra conditions, surpass the cost of the 
equipment many times." 

'The price of one kilometer of road and one 
kilometer of pipeline is the same, and it amounts to 
one million rubles." [$1.56 million at the 1982 official 
exchange rate. M.R.] 

''Eighty percent of Soviet industry, which is 
the main consumer of Soviet fuel, is located in the 
European part ofthe USSR, whereas more than 80% 
ofthe fuel resources are found east ofthe Urals." 

So much for the cost of extraction in one 
article. Now let us look at the cost of transporting 
fuel to the European part of the USSR. 

In a report from Siberia in Polityka (no. 411 
1978), we read: "If, for example, all the lumber from 

the Irkutsk and Krasnoyarsk regions in Siberia, 
where it is cheapest, were cut and hauled westward 
to the European part ofthe USSR, the cost oftrans
portation would be three times higher than the world 
market value of the wood." 

During the 1970s and 1980s there appeared 
in the Polish press other crucial iffragmented infor
mation on related topics. I cite from memory: 

The transport of coal from the strip mines in 
the Lake Baikal region to Moscow costs two and a 
halfto three times more than the world market price 
of coal. Itseems clear that until the Soviets learn how 
to liquefy or gassify the coal mined in Siberia, it is not 
worth haulingfrom the strip mines near Lake Baikal 
to the European part of the USSR. To solve the 
problem, one Soviet academic proposed intensifying 
the extraction of coal in the European part of the 
USSR and also in Poland [sic! M.R.]. 

The lumber imported from Sweden and Fin
land to Leningrad is twice less costly than the lumber 
brought in from western Siberia. 

The USSR uses only 5% ofits annual lumber 
growth yield. The rest, i.e., 95%, decays because of a 
lack of transportation and infrastructure. For the 
production and supply to the customer of standard 
consumer goods, the USSR expends 4.5 times more 
energy than West Germany and 2.5 times more than 
the USA 

In a cycle of reports ofthe BAM [new railway 
line parallel to the existing Trans-Siberian Railway 
and unfinished as of 1991] in November 1975, Polish 
journalistWojciech Gieltynski q~oted opinions of ~n 
unnamed American economIst about Leomd 
Brezhnev's proposition regarding investment by 
developed nations in the Siberian mining and drill
ing industries. According to Gieltynski, the Ameri
can opined that the exploitation of natural resources 
in northeastern and eastern Siberia would become 
economically feasible if a special nuclear railway 
were constructed across Eurasia, with railcar capac
ity of 1000 tons each, and if a transportation and 
human habitat infrastructure were developed for 
tens ofmillions of people along the route. The cost of 
such an undertaking would consume 10-15 years' 
worth of the GNP of the entire world. 

The transport of coal from the 
strip mines in Lake Baikal region 
to Moscow costs two and a half to 
three times more than the world 
market price of coal. 

Let us consider the implications of this as
sessment. 
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The Soviet GNP has been variously meas
ured, and its size has varied from publication to 
publication, being particularly high whenever some 
immediate political purpose required it. For ex
ample, Hamburger Abendblatt (no. 270/1985) re
ported that the Soviet GNP in 1985 was $2.07 trillion 
(the USA GNP was quoted as $3.99 trillion in the 
same year). It would seem then that the national 
income in the USSR was about $1 trillion, or about 
50% ofthe GNP. [Rajski uses a category of "national 
income" which amounts to half of the GNP. We are 
unsure of the translatability of this category but 
leave itas it stands inRajski' s article. Eds.] However, 
information included in an article in Polityka (no. 45/ 
1986, p.14), indicates otherwise: "The national in
come of the USSR compared with the first three 
quarters of the past year increased by 18 billion 
rubles, i.e., by about 4.3%." Consequently, the na
tional income for the three quarters in 1985 was 420 
billion rubles, or 560 billion rubles for the whole 
year. 

Numerous arbitrary conversion rates of 
rubles to dollars have existed in the past, and some 
persist until the present. In 1987, the Soviets asked 
for $1.56 for one ruble (Przegl14d Techniczny, no. 371 
1987), though the free market rate in Western Eu
rope was $.25 - $.30 per ruble. Similarly, Polish 
workers employed on the Siberian pipeline were paid 
$1 for 3 rubles; such a conversion was also used by the 
hard currency stores in the USSR. This higher rate 
was also applied in barter deals with capitalist 
countries and .in some trade deals with the East 
European courttries. It stands to reason that the 
second rate of conversion was more realistic than the 
first. 

Estimating the GNP of the entire world at 
$16-$20 trillion and the national incomes at $8-$10 
trillion in the mid-1980s (Forum, no. 51/52/1986 and 
Hamburger Abendblatt, no. 270/1985), we reach a 
shocking conclusion. The Soviet national income in 
1985 was 560 billion rubles, or 140-160 billion dol
lars. 

Assuming such a low national income in the 
USSR and its overall deficit economy (more on this 
later), the USSR, even when strengthened by its 
CMEA colonies, could allot no more than $40 billion 
for the, building of the infrastructure in Siberia. At 
this rate of investment, it would take about 1000 
years before exploitation of Siberian natural re
sources would become economically worthwhile. 

Viewed in the light of these figures, 
Gorbachev's perestroika assumes an entirely differ
enthue. 

Deficit-Addicted Soviet Economy 
Let us now further consider the problem of 

Siberian investment. 
My estimate is that in the 1970s, the loss of 

Polish national income in trade with the USSR 
amounted to $9 billion annually. Figures like these, 
computed on a proportionate basis, apply to other 
East European countries and to the Soviet-controlled 
countries in Asia, such as Vietnam (the starving 
Vietnam had to change vast areas of arable fields to 
the production of natural caoutchouc for the USSR 
rubber industry). Given the recent changes in East
ern Europe and the sorry state ofthe "socialist camp" 
in Asia, it appears that the USSR cannot allot more 
than $20 billion per year toward the development of 
Siberia. 

With an economy still based on Marxism
Leninism and immune even to such economic incen
tives as the Keynesian emission of convertible 
currency based on supply and demand, the Soviet 
Union is not in a position to generate mass consump
tion and to free economic initiative. Thus the pre
industrial, linear development remains the only 
possibility: a pitifully small accumulation ofcapital 
in Siberia, as computed on the basis ofthe economic 
figures of the mid-1980s. My ostensibly jocular sug
gestion that the Siberian investments will bear fruit 
approximately 1000 years from now is not, alas, 
merely a joke. The calculation is oversimplified in 
the economic sense, yet it is not far from the truth, 
and it should be a warning for those who have been 
coerced to invest (the East European governments) 
and those who have been coaxed to invest (the west
ern industrialists) in Siberia. It should also be a stark 
reminder of what Russia got herself into by holding 
on to an empire stretching over several thousand 
miles of the most user-unfriendly land on earth, one 
deprived of waterways running in a parallel direc
tion, or in a direction which could make transporta
tion and communication easier to build, and possess
ing a cruel climate. 

If the Soviet leaders possessed intelligence 
equal to that of the leaders of the colonial states of 
Western Europe who divested themselves of their 
empires to the economic benefit of their nations, they 
would let go ofthe empire just as Western Europe let 
go of Mrica. Ifthey divided their empire into three in
dependent economic federations: a European part, 
tied in with a United Europe; a Central Siberian part, 
leaning toward the Indian Ocean (which requires the 
building of several parallel rail lines through Paki
stan and Iran, an impossible undertaking from the 
point of view of the Soviet economy. since the build
ing of 3200 km ofthe BAM has already strained the 
Soviet economic structure); and a Far Eastern part 
tied in with the developed economies of the Far East 
- they could save themselves and the rest ofthe world 
much trouble, and even probably succeed in main
tainine- peace within their territory and in the 
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world. As things stand now, it is not possible to 
predict what this military monster will do. When 
pressed against the wall by its own desperate work
ing masses, the Soviet leadership can easily seek 
solutions to its insoluble problems in a nuclear war. 

If the Soviets divided their 
empire into three independent 
economic federations: a Euro
pean part leaning toward United 
Europe; a Central Siberian part 
leaning toward the Indian Ocean, 
and a Far Eastern part leaning 
toward the developed economies 
of the Far East, they could save 
themselves and the rest of the 
world much trouble. 

Ifsuch a plan for the empire is implemented, 
ifa departure from the principles ofcentralized eco
nomic management is carried out, if a convertible 
currency is introduced and international capital al
lowed to invest with considerable repatriation of 
profits, the time necessary to make Siberia into a 
profitable land could be shortened to several decades. 
This would truly be a perestroika. Experience 
teaches us, however, that in the Soviet Union the 
rebuilding initiatives always end with the renewal of 
strength of a bureaucratized system of administra
tion. And thus the labors of hundreds ofmillions of 
people will again be wasted as they carry on into the 
next century in conquering the unmeasured Siberian 
terrains with their spades and hoes. 

Intractable Managerial Problems 
Besides the horrendous costs in maintaining 

the empire resultingfrom transportation and climac
tic problems, there also exist organizational prob
lems stemming from the centralized administration 
- the original sin of socialism. 

Here are some examples. 
The recently-retired Premier of the USSR, 

Nikolai Ryzhkov, informed the Supreme Soviet at a 
meeting in 1987 that 13% of the enterprises in the 
USSR were deficit-producing and brought losses of 
about 40 billion rubles (Polityka, no. 2811987). Un
fortunately, he did not tell us how many enterprises 
brought zero or almost zero profits. 

On 11 June 1987, in a survey of the Moscow 
press, Polish Radio reported that the various Moscow 
industries produced 60 million rubles worth ofdefec
tive merchandise annually, whereas losses resulting 
from the use of obsolete technology in these indus

tries approached 360 million rubles annually. The 
extent of such losses for the whole of the USSR was 
not reported. Machinery and installations in the 
USSR are about 26 years old on the average 
(Przegl.,d Techniczny, no. 3811988, p. 28). In highly 
industrialized countries, machinery is replaced 
every four to five years. 

On the other hand, Soviet economist Nikolai 
Shmelev reported in Novyi Mir (no. 6/1987) that 
Soviet industry rejects 80% of the new technical 
solutions and inventions proposed to it. In this same 
article he reported that the USSR had the lowest 
indicators of production among the industrialized 
nations. According to Shmelev, many branches of 
industry do not use from 20-40% of their production 
potential. In 1986, in a speech delivered to workers 
at a textile shop in the Far East, Gorbachev admitted 
that this shop used only 50% of its technological 
production potential. 

A noted Soviet economist, Abel Aganbegian, 
wrote in Ogonyok (no. 29 & 30/1987), that "on each 
kilogram of meat sold through the state-owned 
shops, the state loses about 3 rubles and on each litre 
of milk, 20-30 kopeks. All meat and milk products 
are subsidized by the state to the tune of 50 billion 
rubles annually." (quoted in Forum, no. 3411987) 

Mining and Drilling in the Soviet Union 
In light of the above figures, the "gigantic 

achievements" of Soviet economy, particularly in the 
area of oil, gas and coal extraction and in metallurgy, 
begin to look differently. Particularly in the mining 
and drilling industries, one observes a startling 
phenomenon: the budget deficit and the amount of 
fuels extracted are irrevocably tied together. The 
more they extract, the greater their budget deficit is 
going to be. 

According to official statistics, in 1968 the 
USSR extracted 615 million tons of compressed gas 
and crude oil and 720 million tons ofcoal. In econom
ics, the cost of extraction and transportation to the 
consumer is computed by multiplying the coefficients 
of both of these components. Multiplying the cost of 
extraction (four times higher than the world price of 
these raw materials) and transport (assuming on the 
average double the cost of extraction), we learn that 
for the extraction and transportation of raw materi
als, the USSR pays eight times more than the rest of 
the world. And since raw materials consist of more 
than 80% of the exports of the USSR, the entire 
foreign trade must also be deficit-ridden. Perhaps 
that is why the Soviet foreign trade has been so 
meagre over the years [see the graphs on p. 1 of The 
Sarmatian Review, vol. 9, No.2 (1989). Ed.]. In no. 
39/1981, Polityka reported that the Soviet total 
import-export figures for the Soviet Union in 1980 
amounted to 94 billion rubles. Exports account for 
about halfof this amount, or about 47 billion rubles. 
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According to Przegl~d Techniczny (no. 2211987), the produced 2.7 million cars in 1984 (Hamburger Abend
total import-export figures for the Soviet Union in blatt, no. 22111985). 
1986 amounted to 130.9 billion rubles. By compari- One might expect that armaments absorb 
son, South Korea exported in 1986 $40 billion worth most ofthe steel produced in the USSR. This is not 
of goods (the BBC, August 21,1987). so. For the production of all of its tanks numbering 

Where Is Their Steel? 40,000 [1985 figures - the number oftanks has since 
The USSR has one more trump card left, Le., increased to over 50,000. Ed.], the USSR could have 

the production of steel. According to PrzegJ~ Tech- consumed only about 2 million tons ofsteel (at 50 tons 
niczny (no. 23/1987), the United States produced 74 per tank) over the past 20 to 30 years. Soviet steel, 
million tons of steel in 1986; Japan, 98 million tons; produced in such quantities according to statistics, 
and the USSR together with the People's Democra- mysteriously disappears as one looks at the various 
cies of Eastern Europe, 221 million tons. Deducting areas in which it might be used. 
the production of the People's Democracies, the Electrification 
USSR is left with 150 million tons. Most ofthis steel There is left only electrification, according to 
was smelted using the old Marten method, whereas Lenin's motto: "Communism is the power of the 
western countries and the industrialized Asian coun - Soviet plus electrification of the entire country." 
tries had already switched to the smelting of steel in Let us look at what was accomplished over 
oxygen convertors. According to Polityka (no. 44/ the past 70 years in this area. Polityka, in its Export
1986), the output of the oxygen convertors is about Import section (no. 9/1986), noted, "In the coming five 
ten times higher than that ofthe Martens, whereas years (1986-1990) the USSR will produce 1840-1880 
their utilization ofhighly durable materials, as well billion kwh of electrical energy, of which 390 billion 
as the working force necessary to operate the conver- kwh or more than 20% will come from nuclear energy 
tors, is ten times smaller. Thus, considering the plants." The figure of1880 billion kwh was supposed 
international division of labor, the Soviets again to shock the reader. However, let us look at the kw 
come up with a deficit. indicator per inhabitant per year. The USSR had 

Alas, Poland has been the victim of this 285 million people, Poland 37 million. In Poland 150 
Soviet-imposed economic management style. One of billion kwh was to be produced in 1987. On average, 
the latest creations of Soviet technology, Huta Ka- the USSR was to produce in a year: 
towice, incurred a loss estimated at 12 billion zloty 1860 billion kwh: 5 yrs - 372 billion kwh per year 
annually [in 1987 zlotys were valued at 260 for a Therefore, the indicator in the USSR per resident is: 
dollar]. 372 billion kwh: 285 million - 1353 kwh 

In spite of the immense steel production In Poland the indicator per resident is: 
figures, the USSR is still an importer. In 1985 the 150 billion kwh: 37 million - 4050 kwh 
USSR imported from Poland 900 thousand tons of Itis evident that "backward" Poland with her 
rolled steel. According to Przegl~d Techniczny (no. "inadequate socialism" was slated to produce three 
18/1984), the USSR imported 30 thousand tons from times more electricity per resident than the USSR. 
Brazil annually in the 1980s. It also imports steel And let us remember that consumption of electrical 
from other countries. It stands to reason that the energy in Poland is one of the lowest in Europe. 
Soviet figures concerning steel production should be This situation was to have been achieved by 
carefully examined. What is behind this apparent 1990 but, because ofthe Chernobyl accident, all ofthe 
paradox ofthe largest steel producer importing steel nuclear reactors ofthe RBMK-1000 type were closed 
from countries as remote as Brazil? down for remodelling, so that even this plan could not 

Here are some facts concerning the Soviet be completed. 
consumption of steel. First, it should be noted that 
the second railway track ofthe Trans-Siberian BAM Soviets Budget Deficits and How They Are 
railway is scheduled to be laid out in the 1990s. For Financed 
this occasion a special mill was activated in Huta One more issue should be considered. Since 
Katowice in Poland. Apparently the Soviets are the mid-1970s, the industrialized world has become 
unable to produce the steel they need. computerized and robotized, while the USSR seems 

The USSR imports 80% of its railway car unable to achieve even ordinary mechanization. 
riages and locomotives and about half of its ships According to Polityka (no. 45/1986), in the 
from East European countries. Its auto industry mid 1970s the role ofmanual labor in Soviet industry
uses only a small amount of steel. In 1982, the USSR was estimated at about 40%, in construction about 
produced only 2.2 million cars, and even this small 50% and in agriculture up to 73%. As a result, the 
number was reached in cooperation with all of the number of industrial workers performing manual 
[East European] People's Democracies (J>rzegl~d tasks has increased from 8-9 million at the end ofthe 
Techniczny, no. 46/1983). For comparison, Brazil 
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1950s to 9-10 million in the past decade. As to 
personal computers in the USSR, they were not 
produced at all until 1985. 

As is evident from the above, the USSR is a 
great military power and at the same time has a most 
backward and inefficient economic system. The 
budget deficits and backward technology prevents its 
active and effective participation in the in ternational 

. distribution of labor. The lack of a convertible ex
change prevents a sensible foreign trade. Neverthe
less, the USSR functions as a political and military 
superstate. But, at what cost? 

The price for Soviet political unity is paid by 
the working people. The USSR has the lowest stan
dard of living in Europe. The satellite countries in 
Eastern Europe pay for some of the Soviet deficit. 
Help is also being supplied by the European Common 
Market and the United States government. Item: 

'The European Common Market sells butter 
to the USSR at 1/10 the cost of production and lJl7 the 
cost paid by citizens of the European Common Mar
ket" (Forum, no. 29/1987). In this way the USSR 
obtains a gift of some tens of millions of dollars 
annually. Item: 

The USSR receives from $2 to $4 billion 
annually from the United States through the pur
chase of subsidized wheat and corn. 

But all this is justa drop in an ocean of needs . 
There remains gold. The USSR mines about 

250 tons of gold annually. In comparison, South 
Mrica mines more than 800 tons annually. All of the 
mined gold in the USSR suffices to purchase only 1/ 
3 to 1/2 of the imported wheat, depending on the size 
of the Soviet harvest. 

The industrial potential of the [East Euro
pean] People's Democracies has amounted to half of 
the industrial potential of the USSR. These coun
tries were therefore important for the USSR. When 
socialist economy everywhere began to show the first 
signs of massive failure in the mid 1970s, the only 
solution advantageous for the USSR was the pro
gram ofthe "Complex Economic Integration," or the 
absorption of the production potential of the East 
European countries by the USSR. That this integra
tion did indeed take place is indicated by the pro
nouncement of the then director of the Economics 
Institute of the World Socialist System, Oleg 
Bogomolov, published in Polityka (no. 23/1986): 

''In the program of the Complex Economic 
Integration, many valid ideas could be found; unfor
tunately, in the course of its realization greater 
pressure was placed on solving the coordination of 
the division-of-Iabor plans, so that progress in the 
development of economic mechanisms was smaller 
or nil." 

It should be noted that this pronouncement 

was delivered in the past tense. The director spoke 
about integration that in his view was already a fait 
accompli. 

It appears that one can speak here about 
progress, but only "progress" in rescuing the ailing 
Soviet economy at the expense of the East European 
economies. 

The Soviet Union receives 
from $2 to $4 billion annually 
from the United States through 
the purchase ofsubsidized wheat 
and corn. 

Depleting Eastern Europe by 'Trade" 
Let us now consider the "terms of trade" 

indicator between Poland and the USSR. Until 1979 
this indicator was 1. During the years 1980-86, it 
slipped to 0.53. This means that during this period 
we were supplying the USSR with twice as many 
goods for the same amount ofoil. When the price of oil 
rose worldwide after 1979 by about 150%, the price of 
Soviet oil to Poland increased by 249.2%. However, 
the prices of manufactured goods exported from 
Poland to the USSR rose only by 133% (Polityka, 
Export-Import, no. 9/1986). The above indicates that 
the USSR forced Poland to underwrite part of its 
estimated 400% deficit in raw materials extraction. 
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An illustration from a Soviet cookbook Kniga 0 vkusnoi i 
zdorovoi pishche (Moscow: Izdatelstvo "Pishchevaia Promysh

lennost," 1969). 
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One may objecthere by saying that the prices Reform? Perestroika? 
of goods cannot be so neatly equalized as I seem to 
suggest they should have been. But I counter this by 
saying that we are not dealing here with free market 
prices and with honest trade agreements but with 
artificial prices and bogus agreements. Under the 
socialist system, pricing is arbitrary; thus any in
crease in prices amounts to an arbitrary decision to 
rob Peter in order to pay Paul. 

In official statements this topic is shame
fully avoided, but the facts cannot be hidden. In 
TrybunaLudu (no. 159/1986), there appeared a short 
item on the effectiveness of Polish internal invest
ment. Here is the most important excerpt: 

''In the years 1960-70, the increase in du
rable goods in the production sphere of 61% was 
accompanied by an increase in national income of 
80.6%. In the next thirteen years, 1970-83, the value 
of these durable goods rose to 134% and the national 
income barely by 49%." 

We see here that because of "socialist inte
gration" and change in "terms of trade" with the 
USSR, Polish national income was decreasing. 
Unfortunately, the author ofthe Trybuna Ludu ar
ticle did not include data for the years 1975-85. The 
above example shows that at first sight, the low 
effectiveness of the Polish economy rather than the 
industrialization of Siberia may be blamed for the 
low standard of living in Poland. 

- An illustration from a Soviet cookbook. Kniga 0 voonoi i 
zdorovoi pishche (Moscow: Izdatelstvo "Pishchevaia Promysh

lennost," 1969). 

In such a situation and under such condi
tions, what could the discussions about "reform" or 
its successive stages mean in Poland or the USSR? In 
the late 1980s, they dealt with fictions, and their 
underlying purpose was to make labor more produc
tive and more poorly rewarded. Somebody must pay 
for the staggering deficits of the Soviet economy. 
According to a western study, until recently salaries 
in Poland were 3-3.5 times lower proportionate to 
productivity than in Western Europe (see Professor 
J6zefKaleta's article in Przegl~d Techniczny, no. 10/ 
1987, p. 2). 

All these forced obligations toward the most 
backward and deficit-ridden major economy in the 
world have exhausted the Polish economy. Should 
Poland be able to shake offthis yoke, reorgani~ation 
of the Polish economy should begin with the reform 
ofthe monetary system, i.e., with the introduction of 
a fully convertible zloty. 

This is not as difficult as it may seem. We 
remember from history not only the crises, but also 
economic chaos in certain countries which however 
turned to normalcy by means of judicious reform. In 
a free country one could establish a convertible cur
rencyovernight. We know at least of three such 
occurrences. 

The first is Germany in November 1923. 
Multibillion war reparations, war devastation, hy
perinflation, astronomical prices of basic products, 
were all countered by the president ofthe Bank ofthe 
Republic, Hjalmar Schacht. Officially this reform 
was based on the land holdings of the German gov
ernment. In practice, it was based on the potential of 
German industrial and agricultural exports. 

The second is Poland in 1923-24. Monetary 
reform put through in the spring of 1924 by Minister 
of the Treasury, Wladyslaw Grabski, was based 
principally on our own resources, even though their 
potential was not as large as that of Germany. 

The third is West Germany in 1948. Early 
that year, half of an American cigarette was still a 
form of currency. The monetary reform accom
plished in the years 1948-49 by German financier, 
Ludwig Erhard, already by the early 1950s provided 
a basis for building prosperity. 

In defiance of these examples, in 1987 the 
president of the Polish National Bank printed 700 
billion zlotys. In 1988 1.5 trillion zlotys were to be 
printed without coverage. According to the then
official exchange of 260 zloty for a dollar, that 
amounted to about $2.7 billion. 

Where was this money going? Various snake 
oil specialists tried to explain to us that this was the 
difference between tl).e value of production and 
wages paid to workers. Yet it appears very likely 
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that this was the difference between the value of 
products exported to the USSR under the "terms of 
trade" indicator equal to 0.53, and the price received 
for Polish products from the USSR. This "empty 
money" also stands for the lack of any payment for 
Polish products exported to about thirteen insolvent 
Third World countries to whom industrial goods 
were dispatched without any payment whatsoever at 
Soviet bidding. This is why the Polish workers faced 
empty shelves in shops and the great majority of 
Polish plants did not even know whether their "ex· 
porting capacity" was profitable or not. 

I am speaking about Poland, but these obser· 
vations pertain also, mutatis mutandis, to other 
Soviet-occupied East European countries. 

Conclusions 
The problems discussed in this article have 

to do with the Soviet practice, over the years, of 
equalizing the Soviet deficit by means of so-called 
integrated economy (integrated at the expense of the 
various smaller countries which the USSR con· 
trolled). Would the Soviet Union voluntarily break 
away from that practice? Willingly, on its own initia
tive, most certainly not. But if the secrets of its 
economy were discussed publicly in the forum of 
world opinion, the USSR might have to back out. 

In the late 1980s, our own Polish economic 
pundits were doggedly discussing the periphery of 
reform. Itwas evident they did not take into account 
that we were becoming a nation of beggars and 
intruders and that by upholding the "principles" 
which the Soviets imposed on us, we would be work
ingfor hundreds of years for the industrialization o( 
Siberia. 

Reform in Poland, and in any other East 
European socialist country, should begin with the 
transfer of control over our national income. Other· 
wise, we shall be working for 1000 years to make 
profitable the 22.4 million square kilometers of 
USSR territory. 

The following are the five most important 
jobs in Poland which must be staffed by persons who 
are not Soviet stooges: 

1. Deputy Prime Minister who is also Director of the 
Planning Commission 
2. Minister of Foreign Trade 
3. Minister of Finance 
4. President of the Polish National Bank 
5. President of the Chamber of Banking Control 

Then and only then can monetary reform be 
introduced and have a chance to succeed. Anything 
less would be a swindle. 

MarianRajskiholds anMAdegreeinCivilEngineering 
and has completed postgraduate studies in manlJgemenJ: and busi
ness. He retired from the Polish Army with the rank ofcolonel. A 
former party member, Mr. Rajski was expelled from it in 1981 for 
revealing in a public speech the implications of the so-called 
"transfer ruble," an economic category used by the Soviets to 
siphon offeconomic resourcesfrom the CMEA coumries in Eastem 
Europe to the Soviet Union. Rajski was arrested in 1985 for writing 
articles on economic issues for the underground press. He was 
amnestied in 1986. He presently resides in Gdynia on the Baltic 
coast. The above is an authorized translation ofone ofthe essays in 
his book Pierestrojka: mity a rzeczywistosc (Elbl~g: 

Biblioteka Biuletynu Elbl~skiego. 1989 ). 
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Review. She translated, among others, the Memoir: From the 
History of the Moscow Chapter of the Sisters ofSt. Dominic, 1921
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' 

Gdynia, August 24, 1987; updated 1991 

Translated by Claire S. Allen 
An illustration from a Soviet cookbook published in 1969. ' 
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A Sociologist Looks at Problems 

of Polish Economic Reform 
Edmund Mokrzycki talks to Jan Rogala 

JanRogala: Poland seeks a new regional identity to 
replace the unwanted East European identity. Poland's return 
to Europe is simultaneously an escape from the Soviet 
Empire. 

Edmund Mokrrycki: Yes, it is clear that Poland 
wants to return to Europe. But within Poland, two currents of 
thought are visible. Anti-communist opposition is divided 
into those who stress the word "Europe" and those who stress 
the word "return". The fll'st want to join the West as it exists 
now, the second reach for their historical pre-communist 
roots. 

JR.: Both the Mazowiecki and Bielecki govern
ments have had plans of fundamental economic transforma
tion leading to market economy and parliamentary democ
racy. 

E.M.: Yes, but these plans are based on sociological 
assumptions that do not correspond to postcommunistreality. 
The authors of these plans have assumed that in spite of the 
destructive consequences of communist rule, Polish society 
is structurally similar to those in the West and it will react 
similarly to the economic stimulae which had proven their 
usefulness in the West. Thus the reformers' principal goal has 
been to free the social energy that was neutralized by the 
communist state which was the sole distributor of material 
goods. It was expected that as the communist state was 
dismantled, economic mechanisms would arise by them
selves and so would the democratic forms of social life. 

JR.: Is it not too early to say that these strategists 
have been wrong? 

E.M.: So far, they have. The events of recent months 
confrrm my conviction that the reforms that have been un
dertaken are neither as deep nor as radical as is indicated by 
their fIscal results. One has to distinguish between the stabi
lization program and the program of systemic change. In 
theory, the Balcerowicz plan attempted the second but so far 
has amounted to the frrsl It has not managed to activate 
market mechanisms because it has not touched group entitle
ments which were locked into social structure in the period of 
"real socialism." Without change in the matter of group enti
tlements, systemic change will elude us. 

J.R.: What are these group entitlements? 
E.M.: They are related to the distributive function of 

the state as it existed under socialism. That state made life 
difficult for various social groups but at the same time it 
protected them from the consequences of market economy. 
The period of "real socialism" was a period of de-privatiza
tion but also a period of group privileges. Our present prob
lem consists in that we want to re-privatize without liquidat
ing group privileges. How is our industry, fundamentally so
cialist in its structure, supposed to exist without subsidies? 
How is agriculture to function without the chronic lack of 
tQOQ iR 

stores? Fanners are used to the kind of production which 
assumed chronic shortages. How are they to switch to a 
different system, where what counts is not simple delivery to 
astate-owned and state-operated distribution system? How is 
a Polish businessman to function if his abilities, machinery. 
contacts and even psychological features are adjusted to a set 
of circumstances that is quite different from the one prevail
ing in the market economy? How can we liquidate the 
privilege-based subsidies to Polish science and culture with
out destroying science and culture in the process? The real 
reform would hit at the very foundations of our present 
existence. 

JR.: Are you saying that necessary reforms are not 
being accepted by society? 

EM.:I am saying that even the OP'ZZ [communist 
party trade unions] accept the reform in theory, but even the 
most radical faction in Solidarity balks at them in practice. 
We are being squeezed by two disparate stimulae: one urges 
us to change the system, and the other urges us to defend the 
old system's consequences (among which there are limita
tions on property rights), There is no group in society whose 
interests would be directly served by the reform. We have 
been trying to create a "middle class" in a hurry, but the 
middle class is itself a product of a market economy; a middle 
class cannot be created without the existence of a market 
economy. 

JR.: Are we talking here about the vicious circle of 
postcommunism? 

EM.: This is what we are talking about. 
JR.: How can we get out of this situation? 
EM.: History always offers some solution. The 

problem is, will it involve massive chaos and breakdown of 
the entire social structure, or shall we be able to fmd a way of 
activating the spontaneous mechanism of restructuring .... 
We have not yet achieved economic changes. In liberal 
economy the taxation of goods going in and outofthe country 
should be nonexistent, yet we still have large import and 
export duties which undercut economic reform and which 
merely serve to stabilize the economy. It should be clear by 
now that the nomenklatura, censorship and secret police are 
not the foundations of the communist system; the abolition of 
private ownership is. The abolition of private ownership is 
why the nomenklatura, censorship and the secret police came 
about. To change the system means to restructure ownership 
in the country in ways that are much more fundamental than 
those that have been activated so far. 

JR. Isn't privatization a step in this direction? 
E.M.: In theory, yes, in practice, not yet. There is a 

difference between privatization and de-nationalization. 
Privatization involves more than just placing enterprise 
shares in the hands of the nominal share owners. The Polish 
fanner is not truly the owner of his means of production 
either. He is still dependent on the state. To create private 
ownership in a postsocialist society requires the creation of 
an entire system of new social relations that go against our 
habits, our social philosophy and our Itdemand morality" -not 

(Continued on page 7n 
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The Czecho-Slovak Velvet Revolution 
of 1989: Discrepancies and Dilemmas 

LiborBrom 

The Czecho-Slovak velvet revolution of 1989 is a 
complex phenomenon whose consequences wi1110ng be felt 
by the Czech and Slovak peoples. As a result of the revolu
tion, the country seems now to be dominated by a team of 
people whose growing estrangement from the masses be
comes more and more evident Parallels with the People's De
mocracyof 1948 inevitably suggest themselves. There is a 
great deal of talk: about democracy but too little talk: about 
bringing economic and other freedoms to the people. 

After President Vaclav Havel's visit to Toronto in 
February 1990, Mr. Rudolf Schuster, a former communist 
functionary who served in high party positions in Slovakia, 
was appointed Czecho-Slovak Ambassador to Canada by 
Mr. Jiri Dienstbier, a former communist, current Czecho
Slovak Minister of Foreign Affairs and President Havel's 
brother-in-law.1 

., The Prague correspondent of New York's 
Ceskoslovensk§ tfden1k [Czechoslovak Weekly] mentions 
other cases of former communists having been appointed to 
key positions and asks: "What is the point of President 
Havel's solidarity speech on Wenzeslas Square on August 21 
when the former nomenklatura collaborate so closely with 
Havel's own Civic Forum? ''2 Another writer says: "While the 
world is still recovering from its astonishment over the East 
European Revolution, one does not see much of that joy 
inside Czechoslovakia The prevailing feeling among the 
people is that again they just do not count"] 

My article intends to show some parallelisms be
tween the present situation in Czecho-Slovakia and the state 
of affairs in 1945-1948. 

In 1945, while the Soviet army occupied Czecho
Slovakia, the hegemony of the National Front was pro
claimed. The National Front was a group which consisted of 
a variety ofleft-wing parties andcircles, like the Civic Forum 
today. Under the patronage of Dr. Eduard Benes, a popular, 
world-renowned and democratically oriented President, the 
National Front proclaimed that Czecho-Slovakia was going 
to be a bridge between the capitalist west and the communist 
east. When the distribution of the confiscated German prop
erties and the nationalization of industry was completed, the 
communists gained ascendancy over their fellow travelers in 
the National Front The Soviet-commanded restructuring of 
Czecho-Slovak life followed. Although freedom of speech 
was not immediately suppressed (the street crowds were 
allowed to shout their democratic slogans such as "Long live 
the Masaryk and Benes republicl" the people's economic lib
erty was liquidated: there was less and less merchandise in 
stores, and people's economic initiatives were declared anti

social. The democratic President, known for strict moral 
standards, blurred the people's understanding of what was 
happening. He seemed to guarantee that democracy would 
not be abolished: was he not, after all, a decent man, a man 
that would not preside over the dissolution of freedom in his 
country? Consequently, during the actual communist coup 
d'etat in 1948, the people remained passive. Only a few 

individuals and some university students protested. There 
was no presidential announcement to the nation. 

In 1989, after 41 years of communist rule, another 
"gentle" revolution has taken place. Once again, the people 
find themselves liberated by the Soviet Union, this time from 
Stalinism. They are once again told by the nationwide "fron ttl 
that things are going well. They are pacified by the presence 
of a popular, world-renowned and democratically oriented 
president, Vaclav Havel. They speak freely, assemble and 
vote. Could it be that another transformation is at hand - this 
time, from communism to democratic socialism, involving 
modernization of the economy with western technology and 
eventual joining in Gorbachev's second socialist revolution? 

The Czecho-Slovak intelligentsia, schooled in 
communist-controlled universities, has itself indoctrinated 
the population to believe that the words "democracy," "free
dom" and "liberty" are synonymous. In "Restoration of 
Freedom," Milan Simecka marvels at "how fast freedom was 
lost in 1948" and "how fast it was regained in 1989." He says 
that he was greatly surprised to see how in 1989 "people 
threw away the burden of fear" and how "the allegedly 
unmovable rulers ... suddenly vacated their offices." Only six 
weeks after the mass demonstrations, the Czecho-Slovak 
parliament (composed almost entirely of communists and 
communist fellow travelers) voted unanimously for a non
communist president and confmned a new democratic gov
ernment "strong enough to prevent any attempt at undermin
ing the newly acquired freedom. "4 

The reality is very remote from this idyllic picture. 
Throughout Eastern Europe, the communist party has not 
disappeared. Pressed by economic circumstances, it has 
changed its name to socialist party, or social democratic 
party, and adopted a policy of lying low and supporting its 
former fellow travelers. The new Czecho-Slovak govern
ment does not have the strength to prevent a new struggle for 
communist hegemony since the secret police (StB) and the 
Soviet army still are very much in evidence. De m 0 c r a c y 
and freedom are not synonymous. Democracy belongs to the 
public sector, while freedom pertains primarily to the private 
sector of life. Democracy can be expansive and is subject to 
manipulation, as most things in the public sphere are; it is 
capable of allotting only a minimum of freedom to the 
citizens. In most countries which do not have generations of 
practice in safeguarding freedom against democracy, a 
constitution distinguishing between the two and protecting 
the freedom of citizens is a must Such a constitution the 
Czechs and the Slovaks do not presently have. 

Not only in Czecho-Slovakia but throughout East
ern Europe one observes great naivete concerning the above 
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distinction. Freedom of speech, assembly and conscience are 
civil rights; the freedom to own and sell property in a free 
market is economic in nature. These freedoms must be 
safeguarded against the political process on which most 
efforts at refonn seem to concentrate right now. Economic 
freedom must be separated from the political process in order 
to safeguard freedom in general. Theright forindividuals and 
companies to own private property must be precisely estab
lished and tenaciously defended against intrusions from the 
public sector. The process of privatization must include the 
transfer of communist-administered state enterprises to pri
vate hands to be managed by the legal owners or persons 
designated by them. The property accumulated by the com
munist party and its subsidiaries during the communist reign 
must be returned to owners. The searchers for "the third 
way,ff or market socialism without private property, must be 
disregarded. Any other method would be catastroika, the 
quickest way to Soviet-controlled Third World status for 
Czecho-Slovakia. 

The future of Czechs and Slovaks is tied up with the 
destiny of the Central and East European nations. After 50 
years of communist and Nazi atrocities, these nations are now 
staggering through a valley of tears to reach their potential. 
Inexperienced generations are stepping into the political 
arena to steer their countries in the direction of democracy. 
Stonny days lie on the horizon. 

Which philosophy of life will prevail in Czecho
Slovakia? The old-fashioned communism in its drycleaned 
socialist democratic gaxb? The fashionable spirit of philo
sophic syncretism? The spirit of the Czechs' and Slovaks' 
thousand-year old Christian heritage? 

If the Czechs and the Slovaks quarrel between 
themselves, they will be unable to meet the challenge of a 
united, industrious and powerful Gennan nation. The Slo
vaks will also be in danger of yielding to the Hungarian 
challenge. It is important for both that they keep their union. 
Their ancestors' legacy teaches them that freedom belongs to 
the one who is self-disciplined and hard working, and that 
justice is a reward for those who serve God and not them
selves. 

Lihor Brom is Director of Russian Studies at the University of 

Denver. 

Notes 
1. This appointment was denounced by Ceskoslov
enske sd.rulenf v Kanade [Czechoslovak Association in 
Canada] as .....utmosdy improper not only toward the ethnic 
community in Canada and the democratic tradition of Can
ada, but also toward Mr. Schuster himself who will be 
ignored and isolated and with him the whole Czechoslovak 
diplomatic mission..." Miroslav Suchma, "Nefadouci 
Velvyslanec," VIstnik ceskoslovenskeho sdruze,u v Kanadl, 
September 1990. 
2... N.M, "Stare struktury jsou profesionalove." 
Ceskoslovensk:jtfdem1c. I, 13 (September 27, 1990). 

1·., ., , " ., ." I •3. Ha Ina Brenova, Revoluce teprve zaca a.' 
Ceskoslovenskj tjdentk. I (September 13, 1990). 
4. Milan Sim~ka, "Restoration of Freedom." Jour
nal ofDemocracy. vol. I. No.3 (Summer 1990), 3-12. 

(Continued from Page 75) 

Mokrzycki on Polish Economic Reform 
to speak of our economic institutions and economic infra
structure. Thus I believe that the minister of privatization 
Janusz Lewandowski rather than Prime Minister Bal
cerowicz holds the keys to real refonn. 

The above interview was published in March 1991 in the Warsaw 
daily Rzeczpospolita. Sociologist Edmund Mokrzycki is a member 
of the Polish Academy of Science. A paper detailing matters 
discussed in this interview isforthcoming in Studies inComparative 
Communism. 

An illustration from a Soviet cookbook published in 1969. 
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RECEIVED 
Oral History Project of the Commis

sion on the Ukraine Famine, edited by 
James E. Mace and Leonid Heretz. Washing

ton, D.C. United States GovemmentPrinting Office. 1990.3 
vols. Vol. 1, pages i-x and 1- 582; vol. 2, pages i-vii and 
583-1166; vol. 3, pages i-vii and 1167 - 1734. 

These volumes consist of depositions in Ukrainian 
(occasionally in Polish) of survivors of the state-engineered 
Ukrainian famine in 1930-1931. Some depositions are by 
Ukrainians and Poles who lived near the Soviet border in the 
second Polish republic (1918-1939) and heard of, or saw, 
happenings on the Soviet side during the famine. 

The Commission on the Ukrainian famine is com
posed of six Members of the US Congress and six Ukrainian
Americans. 

These are primary sources for the research on the 
Ukrainian Famine which undoubtedly will continue in the 
future. 

The Long Pretense: Soviet Treaty Di
plomacy from Lenin to Gorbachev, by Ar
nold Beichman. With a Foreword by Wil
liam F. Buckley, Jr. New Brunswick, NJ. 08903. 

Transactions Publishers. 1991. xiv +303 pages. Appendices, 
Bibliography, Index. Hardcover. 

One of the finest American Sovietologists argues 
persuasively that the Soviets have made a habit of breaking 
international treaties, and that Gorbachev's apparent benevo
lence in foreign policy has to be taken with a grain of salt. 
Beichman argues that the "planned society" and the rule of 
law are incompatible. 

Poles in the 19th Century Southwest, 
by Francis Casimir Kajencki. El Paso, Texas. 

Southwest Polonia Press, 3308 Nairn Street, El Paso, TX 
799215.1990. Illustrations, Bibliography, Index. Hardcover. 
$25.00. 

The author, a retired U.S. Army colonel, demon
strates that Poles played significant roles in the history of the 
American Southwest. As political emigres escaping the 
oppression of the occupying powers in their native land, they 
were at center stage of the unfolding drama in the West - the 
War with Mexico that thrust America into the desert South
west, demarcation of the boundary between the United States 
and Mexico, saga of the old Santa Fe Trail, the Battle of 
Glorieta Pass, New Mexico, economic and social develop
ment of New Mexico Territory, and the defense of the Texas 
western frontier. 

Raven Lodge. A.D. MCMXC. 300 numbered copies. A 
bibliophile's dream. 

This reproduction of three Songs by 16th century 
poet Jan Kochanowski is printed in Gothic font on special 
hand-prepared paper. It was issued to commemorate the 
grantingofa J agiellonian University doctorate honoris causa 
to Jerzy Turowicz, editor of Tygodnik Powszechny. We are 
unsure whether the White Raven Lodge is more closely 
related to the Flat Earth Society or to Masonry. 

Hunting Cockroaches and Other 
Plays, by Janusz Glowacki. Translated by 
Christina Paul (Cinders), Jadwiga Kosicka (Hunting Cock
roaches), and Janusz Glowacki (f'ortinbras Gets Drunk). 
Evanston, Illinois. Northwestern University Press, Evanston, 
Illinois 60201. 1990.216 pages. Paperback. $9.95. 

The Alley Theaterin Houston stagedHunting Cock
roaches in 1987-88. We thoroughly enjoyed that play but 
have not seen the other two included in this collection. All 
have been performed in the United States. Glowacki's admi
rable determination to be an EastEuropean .aru1 an American 
brings much applause from this comer. 

Hippocrene Companion Guide to Po
land, by Jill Stephenson and Alfred Bloch. 
New York. Hippocrene Books, Inc., 171 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10016. 1991. 175 pages. Numerous photo
graphs. Paperback. $11.95. 

Hands down, this is the best guidebook to Poland in 
recent memory. It is a narrative that has lots of practical 
information and addresses. Delightfully written - it reads like 
a good newspaper Travel section. Itcovers major cities, some 
small towns, the mountains and the countryside. Native-born 
Poles can read it too for pleasure and profit. The cover photo 
is by one of The Sarmatian Review editors, Witold Skry
pczak. Three cheers to him and to Jill Stephenson and Alfred 
Bloch. 

English Con versations for Poles, with 
Concise Dictionary, by Iwo Cyprian Po
gonowski. New York. Hippocrene Books. 1991. 149 + 
103 pages. Paperback. $9. 95. 

An enlarged version of those Berlitz and Dover 
booklets which one buys before going to a foreign country 
whose language one does not speak, adapted for the needs of 
Poles in Poland and abroad who want to get acquainted with 
up-to-date American English. It has pronunciation guides, an 
essay on English pronunciation in Polish, and a sizable 
dictionary. Pogonowski is the author of several English
Polish and Polish-English Dictionaries. as well as ofPoland: 
A Historical Atlas (1987). He is presently engaged in writing 
a book on Polish Jews. 

(Continued on Page 79) 
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To Our Readers: 
The rising costs ofprinting and mailing have forced 

us to revise our ten-year old policy of mailing The Sarmatian 
Review by frrst class mail and keeping the subscription price 
down to what it had been when we started the periodical in 
1979. Since we started publishing, the printing costs have 
tripled and mailing costs have doubled, and we have 
improved the paper quality. Since the mid-1980s, single
copy magazine prices have increased by 72 percent na
tionwide (NYT, January 6,1991). In view of this, we are 
obliged to raise the subscription price to $12.00 per year and 
shorten our honorary subscriber list. We shall no longer mail 
the periodical by air mail to countries other than the United 
States and Canada unless mailing costs are covered by sub
scribers. We also plan to begin using third class mail for our 
United States mailings. 

The new subscription rate and the changes in the 
mailing system will come into effect in September 1991. 
Those who would have renewed their subscriptions before 
that date will not be affected for another year, so far as 
subscription price is concerned. Before September 1, 1991, 
the old subscription rates will be in effect. After that date, all 
subscription renewals will cost $12.00. 

BOOKS continued 
L-Polonus, edited by J. Anders, S. Bier

nacki, T. Konopielko, A. Niechaj, J. Sztern. 
Leningrad. Stowarzyszenie Kulturalno-O swiatowe 
"Polonia." 1991. No. 1. In Polish and Russian. Maps. 
20 pages. 

This cautious venture of the Leningrad Polonia 
contains articles and poems worthy to be discussed and 
quoted for a number of reasons. Among the most interesting 
is Sergiusz Biernacki's article "Polonusie - trzymac 
si~!" One hundred persons among the Leningrad Polonia 
answered the questionnaire composed by faculty at the Uni
versity of Poznan and concerning the various degrees to 
which Polishness has been preserved in that group. Since 
Gorbachev introduced perestroika. Penderecki visited Len
ingrad four times and Polish representatives have been 
elected to the Soviet House of People's Deputies. Yet the 
problem oflisting Polish nationality in Soviet passports still 
exists. Wlodzimierz Odyniec writes about the Catholic 
cemetery in Leningrad, founded in 1856 by Dominic 
Lukaszewicz, O.P., where 100,000 Poles have been buried. 
The cemetery was razed in 1945, and the church was turned 
into an industrial laboratory. Odyniec asks who is in posses
sion of the cemetery records. In another article, Zygmunt 
Szening records his lectures on the history ofPoland given to 
Leningraders in recent years. He points out that Poland's im
pressive achievements in the development of merchant fleet 
and shipbuilding industry during the Second Polish Republic 
and later are unknown in the Soviet Union. 

Announcements Receiyed: 
A Conference on "The Bicentennial of the Polish 

Constitution of 3 May 1791 and the Tradition of Polish 
Democracy" will be held at Indiana University in Blooming
ton, October 7-8, 1991. The conference is planned as a 
multidisciplinary event featuring papers by scholars from 
Polish and American universities. Those wishing to submit 
papers or desiring further information should contact Dr. 
Samuel Fiszman, Department of Slavic Languages and Lit
eratures, Indiana University, Ballantine Hall 502, Blooming
ton, Indiana 47405, 812-855-2608, or Lois Plew, Polish 
Studies Center, Indiana University, Memorial Hall West 002, 
Bloomington, Indiana 47405,812-855-1507. 

SPIS TRESCI 

1. Jan SZTERN - WI'l'l\M.Y 
2. Sergiusz BIERNACKI - POLONUSJE - TR7.YMAC SIf, 
J. K~. Edmund KAPTURKIEWICZ - MYSLE, WH,e JES'l'EM 
4. K&cik poetycki 	- Jan Lecholl - ROZMOWA Z I\NIOLI::M 
5. Zbigniew SZENING - ODAABIMY LEKCJE Z IIlSTOR r I POl,SKI 
6. Go~cie z Litwy : A.SNIEZKO - DRATBRSKIE SPO'l'KANIE 
7. Wl. ODYNIEC - 0 KULTURZE I DARDARZYNSTWIE 
8. Polonia do wladz miasta 
9. Polonia zaprasza w marcu 

IO.Spiewamy - ROTI\. 


PrzygotowaU: 

J.Allders,S.Bierllacki, T.Konopielko. 

A. Niechaj,J.Szterll 

S P 0 n s 0 r 	 Przedstawicielstwo "Elektrimu" 
PP. 1\.. Widlak, S. Korsak 

STOWARZYSZBNIE KULTURALNO-OSWIATOWE 
"p 0 LON I 1\." 

Nr 1 1991 rok 

Page One of the first issue of L- Polonus, a Leningrad Polish 
journal sponsored by the Polish minority in Leningrad, the USSR. 
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PIASA MEETING 


Time: Friday, May 10, 1991, 7:30 PM 

Place: Residence of Mrs. LT. Lawyer 


12926 Briarwest Circle, Houston, Texas 77077 

Topic: Cancer and Health 


Speaker: Dr. S. R. Burzynski 

S.R.Burzynski (M.D., Ph.D.) is a pioneering cancer re

searcher and head of the Burzynski Research Institute, Inc. 

Dress code: black tie optional. 
Attendance at our lecture meetings is so good that we have to 
limit invitations to the Sarmatian Review subscribers and 
spouses only, due to space limitations. One exception: stu
dents with valid IDs. If you want to bring a guest, please call 
Claire Allen at 522-4400, or Iga Henderson at 468-5543. 
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'We wouLd: [ike to thank. the foUowi,114J pet'sons 
fot' thei,t' genet'ous donatwns to 7Iie Sarmatian 
:Review i,n Januat'Y-Apt'U 1991: 

n ... &> nt's. Ji,m &> ncuta :but'ns of 
:but'ns &> Associ.ates. n ... Stefan ai,ni£ewtcz. 
:Ot'. &> nrs. nat'~ &> :barbanl :J<,i,mmet. nr. &> 
nrs. Leonard: :J<,t'azyns~,.i of :J<,razynsfd, and: 
Associ.ates. ns. fltsabeth Poptaw~i,. 

AWARD!AWARD! 
This special Award is offered to politicians and 

media personalities who have displayed gratuitous hostility 
to East Europeans. This time, the Dead Carp Award goes to 
Professor Jerry Hough ofDuke University for his insistence, 
expressed in articles, columns and TV appearances through
out the current academic year, that the nationality crisis in the 
Soviet Union is largely a paper tiger, and that the only 
question is how much force will be required to prevent the 
secession of the rebellious republics. especially the Baltic 
republics. 

While we appreciate Professor Hough's interesting 
analysis of the Soviet nationality problems in Journal of 
Soviet Nationalities. Vol. I, No.2 (Summer 1990). we wish 
to point out that the "let George do it" attitude prevails in 
periods of social stability but not in the periods of turmoil. 
And quite apart from political calculations and probabilities, 
wefind it deplorable that matters ofprinciple, in this case the 
problem of rights, are so prominently absent from Professor 
Hough's analyses. 

Dead Carp 

Award 


For major disservice to western 

civilization 


Professor Jerry Hough is hereby given 

the Dead Carp Award 


April I, 1991 
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