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How to Teach 

East European Subjects 


Effectively 

Editorial 

This issue is devoted to a subject of increasing 
importance: how to introduce and maintain courses on 
Eastern European history, literature. art and politics at 
American universities. As the visibility of Russia 
decreases, the visibility of territories which once 
fonned the Soviet Russian empire has a chance to 
increase. We say "has a chance" because in the highly 
politicized American academy. topics are not 
necessarily introduced because of their potential 
importance. What is needed to introduce and maintain 
the presence of a topic is the willingness of the 
instructor to prepare a course, advertise it among 
students and (sometimes) to teach it as a pilot course 
without remuneration. This is of course the worst case 
scenario. For many would-be teachers of East 
European subjects, what is needed is to prepare a course 
and offer it in the department as part of their regular 
load. 

The 1990s spell both opportunity and change. 
Change, because all is changing in Eastern Europe: 
governments, economic systems, schools, people, and 
priorities. Opportunity, because this is the time when 
interest in Eastern Europe is real. This is the time when 
one can make one's courses on Eastern Europe a part of 
the mainstream academic fare. 

There have been people who had done that 
even earlier, when it was difficult to do. Their work 
should be appreciated and, whenever appropriate, 
imitated. In this issue, we present a university professor 
who has done more than many others to advance the 
knowledge ofEastern Europe among rank-and-file stu
dents. No one deserves more credit for offering high
quality courses on Eastern Europe over the period of 
twenty years, than Professor Bogdan Czaykowski of 
the University of British Columbia. 

How did he do it? A Sarmatian representative 
recently visited the University of British Columbia and 
came back with the following observations: 

First, time. It took Professor Czaykowski 
many years to build the program. Those teachers of 
East European subjects who give up after a year or two 
should learn from him. 

Second, an ability to teach a variety ofcourses, 
and not just monograph courses but those taking a 
broad sweep through the field. E.g., in the 1990/91 
academic year, Professor Czaykowski has been teach
ing the following courses: 

HISTORY 319: History of Modem Poland. 
Two semesters. First semester enrollment: 26. 

SLAVONIC STUDIES 105: Introduction to 
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Eastern Europe (first semester) and Russia (second 
semester). First semester enrollment: 35. 

SLAVONIC STUDIES 307: Modem East Eu
ropean Literatures in Translation. One semester. En
rollment: 29. 

SLAVONIC STUDIES 447: International 
Aspects of Major Postwar Crises in Eastern Europe. 
Seminar. One semester. Enrollment: 15. 

Third, love and dedication. Love ofthe subject 
and ability to withstand attacks. One suspects that 
many complainers about the paucity of offerings in 
East European subjects at universities would like to 

have these offerings broUght to them on a silver platter, 
in an envelope originating in Dean's Office. 

In this context, it is appropriate to publish 
W.K. Kuniczak's essay on American Polish cultural 
identity. Kuniczak engages in fine rhetoric concerning 
that identity, although we do not entirely share his 
views. It seems to us that persons of East European 
background need only substitute "Czechoslovakia" or 
"Hungary" or "Lithuania" or "Ukraine" or "Latvia" or 
"Croatia" or "Slovenia" or "Slovakia" for "Poland" to 
find in his essay words that apply to them also. For each 
of those nations has a story to tell to the American 

public. 

Bogdan Czaykowski 

is a poet, critic, survivor of Soviet deportations of 
Poles to Siberia, university professor, editor, former 
head of the Department of Slavonic Studies at the 
University ofBritish Columbia, and father oftwo UBC 
- and -MIT graduates. It is his professorial identity that 
concerns us here. The courses which Professor 
Czaykowski currently offers at the University of Brit
ish Columbia in Vancouver, Canada, are mainline tra
ditional courses in history and literature. They concen
trate on Eastern European and Slavic topics but they are 
also courses on cultural literacy: they teach how to read 
a book, how to assess evidence and pass judgement on 
literary works, events and people. There is no beating 
about the bush in Professor Czaykowski's courses, no 
pretense that literary works are merely clever ways to 
conceal the author's ideology or his sexual hangups. 

Czaykowski's courses teach sensitivity to .the 
rich and complex histories of Western and Eastern 

Bogdan Czaykowski 

Slavs. They help the students see tragedy, sublimity or 
deceit in events which, in the courses of the less well 
informed teachers, may be presented as uninteresting 
non-events happening to a uniform and non-differenti
ated people called "the Slavs." Professor Czaykowski's 
courses encourage historical (as opposed to historicist) 
thinking. They encourage students to see subtle but 
crucial differences between nations and cultures, to 
assess human actions from a moral standpoint (as 
opposed to attributing them to some vague laws of 
history), and to see that historical events are partly due 
to the actions and decisions of individuals. With 
judiciously chosen quotations, Czaykowski stimulates 
in his students the ability to assess and weigh evidence, 
and to pass judgement when necessary. 

At the same time, Czaykowski requires famili
arity with a great many facts, names, and dates. We can 
only welcome this emphasis as a necessary ingredient 
of honest teaching. It might be easier not to require 
students to learn any facts, and to pretend that teaching 
is all about method; but in the 1990s, when facts have 
triumphed over the lies of ideologues, such pretense 
can no longer be sustained. 

Finally, Czaykowski's ability not to tum his 
courses into testing fields for some narrow research 
project is rare indeed. At the time when university 
administrators bemoan the lack oftrue teachers on their 
campuses, Czaykowski's generous concentration on 
what the students should know is much to be ap
plauded. Czaykowki's achievement shows that intro
ducing and maintaining courses on Eastern Europe is 
well within the possibilities ofAmerican and Canadian 
Slavists. 
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History 319. History ofModern 
Poland. Two semesters, three credits per semes

ter. University of British Columbia, Fa111990 - Spring 
1991. The interplay between international and na
tional factors in the political, social, and cultural history 
of the Polish people. from the Partitions in the 18th 
century to the Solidarity Movement. Special attention 
is given to the Jewish and Ukrainian communities. 

First Semester Syllabus 
Sept. 4 - 6 

Format of the course, reading list, library. 
Sept. 11 

Discussion: What is History? 
Sept. 13 

The historical concept of "Poland." Historical 
geography. Continuity and discontinuity. Dynamics 
ofdiversity. Integration v. differentiation and conflict. 
Sept. 18 - 20 - 25 

Overview: Poland to the end of the 18th cen
tury. 

Norman Davies, Heart of Europe and God's 
Playground, vol. 1. 
Sept 27 

Setting the stage for the modern period: the 
Partitions. 

Norman Davies, God's Playground, 1:22 
Herbert H. Kaplan, The First Partition ofPo

land 
Oct.2 

Primat der Aussenpolitik in modern Polish 
history. 
Oct. 4 

Some crucial terms: nation, the people, nation
alism, messianism, Catholicism, imperialism, inde
pendence, insurrection, diaspora, serfdom, intelligent
sia, anti-Semitism. 
Oct. 9-11 

The lands, the peoples, and the governments 
of partitioned Poland. 

Piotr Wandycz, The Lands ofPartitioned Po
land; Davies, opera citata. 
Oct. 16 

The Austrian Partition till 1867-1873. 
Oct. 18 

The Prussian Partition till 1871. 
Wandycz and Davies, opera citata. 

Oct. 23 
The Russian Partition till 1864. 
Davies and Wandycz, ibid. 

Oct. 25 
Discussion: nationality, society, class in Aus

trian, Prussian and Russian Poland. 
Special readings. 

Oct. 30 
Selected Topics I. Insurrections: their effects 

and consequences. 
Nov. 1 

Selected Topics II. The role of religion and of 
the churches, including the Catholic Church. 
Nov. 6 

Selected Topics III. The status and role of 
women. 
Nov. 8 

Selected Topics IV. The role of literature. 
Nov. 13 

Selected Topics V. The social and economic 
consequences of the emancipation of the peasantry. 
Nov. 27 

Term papers due. 
Grading: Total--150 points fortwo semesters. Term pa
pers: 40 first semester, 50second semester. Final exam: 
40. Participation in class: 20. 

Suggested Term Paper Topics 
I. The Reform Movement in the second halfofthe 18th 
century and the causes of its ultimate failure. 
2. Discuss the following: The alternative that faced 
Poland in the second halfofthe 18th century was either 
incorporation in Russia or partition. 
3. The military aspect of the partitions of Poland. 
4. The Polish question at the Congress of Vienna. 
5. Polish nationalism in the first half of the 19th 
century. 
7. The insurrection of 1830-31 and the causes of its 
failure. 
8. The international context of the 1830 insurrection. 
9. The peasant revolt in Galicia in 1846: its causes, 
character and consequences. 
10. "The Poles are the ferment ofEurope ... they are the 
revolutionary army of the Continent." Discuss the role 
of the Polish emigres in revolutionary and radical 
movements in Europe in 1830-1865. 
11. The consequences of the 1830 and 1864 insurrec
tions. 
12. The origin of modern political parties in Poland. 
13. The rise of the intelligentsia: a predominantly 
Polish phenomenon? 
14. "Organic work" in 19th century Poland and its 
political limitations. 
15. Polish resistance to Germanization and Russifica
tion. 

January 1991 THE SARMATIANREVIEW 51 

History 319. History of Modern Oct. 25 
Discussion: nationality, society, class in Aus-

Poland. Two semesters, three credits per semes

ter. University of British Columbia, Fa111990 - Spring 
1991. The interplay between international and na
tional factors in the political, social, and cultural history 
of the Polish people. from the Partitions in the 18th 
century to the Solidarity Movement. Special attention 
is given to the Jewish and Ukrainian communities. 

First Semester Syllabus 
Sept. 4 - 6 

Format of the course, reading list, library. 
Sept. 11 

Discussion: What is History? 
Sept. 13 

The historical concept of "Poland." Historical 
geography. Continuity and discontinuity. Dynamics 
of diversity. Integration v. differentiation and conflict. 
Sept. 18 - 20 - 25 

Overview: Poland to the end of the 18th cen-
tury. 

Norman Davies, Heart of Europe and God's 
Playground, vol. 1. 
Sept 27 

Setting the stage for the modern period: the 
Partitions. 

land 
Oct.2 

history. 
Oct. 4 

Norman Davies, God's Playground, 1:22 
Herbert H. Kaplan, The First Partition of Po-

Primat der Aussenpolitik in modern Polish 

Some crucial terms: nation, the people, nation
alism, messianism, Catholicism, imperialism, inde
pendence, insurrection, diaspora, serfdom, intelligent
sia, anti-Semitism. 
Oct. 9-11 

The lands, the peoples, and the governments 
of partitioned Poland. 

Piotr Wandycz, The Lands of Partitioned Po
land; Davies, opera citata. 
Oct. 16 

Oct. 18 

Oct. 23 

The Austrian Partition till 1867-1873. 

The Prussian Partition till 1871. 
Wandycz and Davies, opera citata. 

The Russian Partition till 1864. 
Davies and Wandycz, ibid. 

trian, Prussian and Russian Poland. 
Special readings. 

Oct. 30 
Selected Topics I. Insurrections: their effects 

and consequences. 
Nov. 1 

Selected Topics II. The role of religion and of 
the churches, including the Catholic Church. 
Nov. 6 

women. 
Nov. 8 

Nov. 13 

Selected Topics III. The status and role of 

Selected Topics IV. The role of literature. 

Selected Topics V. The social and economic 
consequences of the emancipation of the peasantry. 
Nov. 27 

Term papers due. 
Grading: Total--150 points fortwo semesters. Term pa
pers: 40 first semester, 50 second semester. Final exam: 
40. Participation in class: 20. 

Suggested Term Paper Topics 
I. The Reform Movement in the second half of the 18th 
century and the causes of its ultimate failure. 
2. Discuss the following: The alternative that faced 
Poland in the second half of the 18th century was either 
incorporation in Russia or partition. 
3. The military aspect of the partitions of Poland. 
4. The Polish question at the Congress of Vienna. 
5. Polish nationalism in the first half of the 19th 
century. 
7. The insurrection of 1830-31 and the causes of its 
failure. 
8. The international context of the 1830 insurrection. 
9. The peasant revolt in Galicia in 1846: its causes, 
character and consequences. 
10. "The Poles are the ferment of Europe ... they are the 
revolutionary army of the Continent." Discuss the role 
of the Polish emigres in revolutionary and radical 
movements in Europe in 1830-1865. 
11. The consequences of the 1830 and 1864 insurrec
tions. 
12. The origin of modern political parties in Poland. 
13. The rise of the intelligentsia: a predominantly 
Polish phenomenon? 
14. "Organic work" in 19th century Poland and its 
political limitations. 
15. Polish resistance to Germanization and Russifica
tion. 



52 THE SARMATIAN REVIEW January 1991 

History of Modern Poland: Selected 

Bibliography 
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Norman Davies, Heart ofEurope: A Short History of 
Poland (1984) 
___,God's Playground: A History of Poland, 2 
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Selected Chronological Tables 
1473 - First printing press set up at Krakow 
1493 - Bicameral parliament established (the Seym) 
1521 - Mass conversion of members of the Teutonic 
Order in Prussia to Lutheranism 
1525 - Secularization of the Teutonic Order: Duchy of 
Prussia becomes a fief ofthe Polish Crown with Albre
cht von Hohenzoliem, the former Grand Master of the 
Teutonic Order, as its first hereditary ruler 
1543 - Publication ofNicholas Copernicus' De Revolu
tionibus Orbium Coelestium. Melanchthon, a Protes
tant theologian, wrote: "Some people believe that it is 
excelient and correct to work out a thing as absurd as 
did the Sarmatian astronomer who moves the earth and 
stops the sun .." Martin Luther commented: "There is 
talk of a new astrologer who wanted to prove that the 
earth moves and revolves and not the firmament or the 
sky ... That fool wants to overthrow all the art ofAstron
omy! But as the Holy Writ shows Joshua ordered the 
sun to stop and not the earth." 
1561 - Incorporation of Livonia (now Latvia and Esto
nia) in the Polish Crown. The beginning of a long 
conflict between the Polish-Lithuanian Common
wealth and Denmark, Sweden and Muscovy for control 
of the Baltic littoral 
1564 - The Jesuit Order is brought to Poland to fight the 
Reformation 
1569 - The Polish-Lithuanian Union of Lublin, pre
ceded by the incorporation of the provinces of 
Volhynia, Podlasia, Bratslav and Kiev in the Polish 
Crown 
1573 - The revolutionary principle of elective monar
chy adopted: each king to be elected by the nobility. 
Confederation of Warsaw guarantees religious tolera
tion 
1578 - University of Wilno [Vilnius] established 
1596 - Union of Brest (creation of the Ukrainian 
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,~' ~C:. ...population amounted to four million. The Treaty of I',. "j 'WYSPA CBSARSKA 
• ,t • ~".~. 

Partition was signed in St. Petersburg 
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Slavonic Studies 307. Modern 
East European Literatures in 
Translation. 3 credits. University of British 

Columbia, Fall 1990. An introduction to the modem 
East European writers (Czech, Polish, South Slavic, 
Ukrainian) with emphasis on the interaction between 
politics and literature. 

Syllabus 
September 4 through October 15 

Introductory lectures, general discussion 
Czeslaw Milosz, The Captive Mind 

October 17 
Tadeusz Borowski, This Way for the Gas, 

Ladies and Gentlemen (student presentation) 
October 24 

Vaclav Havel, "The Power of the Powerless" 
and Politics and Conscience," in Living in Truth (stu
dent presentation) 
October 26 

Vaclav Havel, "Audience," "Unveiling," 
"Protest" (student presentation) 
October 29 

Discussion 
October 31 

Ivo Andric, The Bridge on the Drina (student 
presentation) 
November 5,7 

Discussion 
November 12 

Witold Gombrowicz, F erdydurke 
November 14 

Milan Kundera, Laughable Loves (student 
presentation) 
November 16 

Milan Kundera, The Unbearable Lightness of 
Being (student presentation) 
November 19 

Discussion 
November 21 

Witold Gombrowicz, Pornografia (student 
presentation) 
November 23,26, 18,30 

Discussion and summing up 

Suggested Term Paper Topics 
1. Humanity and inhumanity in Borowski's 

Auschwitz stories. 
2. The function of the narrator in This Way for 

the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

3. The witness of literature: Borowski and 
(your choice of writer). 

4. The theme of power in Kapuscinski's The 
Emperor. 

5. The writer as political dissident: the example 
of Vaclav Havel. 

6. Morality, speech and silence in the Vanek 
plays of Vaclav Havel. 

7. Time, change and continuity in The Bridge 
on the Drina. 

8. Theme and structure in The Bridge on the 
Drina. 

9. Women characters in The Bridge on the 
Drina or in The Unbearable Lightness ofBeing 

10. Body imagery in Ferdydurke 
11. "Philimor Honeycombed with Childish

ness:" an analysis. 
12. Who is humiliated in Milan Kundera's fic

tion, and why? 
13. "A sense ofhumor is the only divine quality 

of man:" [e.G.Jung] compare and constrast the humor 
of Gombrowicz and Kundera. 

14. Laughable? Certainly, at least some of 
them, but Loves? There is little love in Kundera's 
stories. 

15. The composition of Laughable Loves. 
16. Theme and structure in Gombrowicz's Fe

rdydurke. 
17. Erotic themes in Gombrowicz and Kun

dera: compare and contrast. 
18. "A man does not ask whether he pleases; he 

is only concerned with his own pleasure:" [Por
nografia, p. 181] discuss Gombrowicz's Pornografia 
from the point of view of feminist criticism. 

19. The duel of Amelia and Frederick in Por
nografia. 

20. The will to "thinkability" (Nietzsche) in 
Pornografia. 

21. Pornografia is a totally perverse work. 
22. "Morality is the sex-appeal of literature" 

(Gombrowicz). 

An illustration to B~Hertz's fable "The Golden Pheasant" (1922). 

The drawing by K. Mackiewicz. 
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would not be able to acknowledge it without my conQuotations from or about Modern East 
science being repelled." 

European Literatures This text is unique in world literature and is 
among those immortal thoughts in which the funda

***None of this would have happened if a mental truths about man and the world are expressed. 
couple of writers had been shot in time. Man without this fundamental truth loses his 

Attributed to Nikita KHRUSHCHEV after the sup- base, he loses the ground under his feet and becomes a 
pression of the Hungarian Revolution of /956, 

***The Great Linguist, Stalin, once said that 
one does not need to buy a nation. One only has to buy 
engineers of human souls. 

lbigniew HERBERT 

***When a conditioned artist arrived at a di
lemma between the official truth as it was proclaimed 
by the Cultural Secretariat, and the concrete truth as he 
experienced it in everyday life, he began to doubt not 
the proclaimed truth but his own progressiveness. "Do 
I have enough of class-consciousness?" he would ask 
himself. .." Are not my doubts just the remains of in
tellectualisation, or some individualistic anachronism, 
which I must negate?" 

Josef SKVORECKY 

***Here we are, socialist citizens, Central 
Europeans! Marginal society on the margins of East 
and West. And for that reason drawing from both 
experiences. 

Gyorgy KONRAD 

***Take The Trial: a man is being arrested and 
does not know why; in the end he perishes without ever 
learning why. This is something that in Kafka's time 
was just a nightmare. But then it became a reality in our 
country. 

Josef SKVORECKY 

***It is characteristic of a well-developed 
ideology that it can diminish the primitive potency of 

fact. 
Lionel TRILLING 

***On 18 June 1415, a great Czech intellectual 
[Jan Hus] wrote from prison: ItA certain theologian said 
to me that for me everything is good and permitted, if 
only I submit to the Council, and he added: 'If the 
Council declared that you have only one eye, although 
in fact you have two, it would be your duty to agree with 
the Council that it was so.' I answered him, 'And if the 
whole world told me the same, I, possessing reason, 

man uprooted, a man without a base. Who is a man 
uprooted and without a base? He who has lost his 
reason and conscience, answers the Czech intellectual 
in the fifteenth century. Let us take good note: reason 
and conscience exist together, they form a unity and 
only in this unity do they become the basis of human 
existence. 

In comparison with the authoritative and pub
lic reason, which asks me to admit that I have only one 
eye, although I know I have two eyes. the voice ofmy 
conscience appears not only as a private affair, but 
above all as a small and futile nonentity. As this is a 
clash between an important and a futile authority, I can 
suppress the voice of conscience in good faith as 
something futile. In the realist, reason always triumphs 
over conscience. 

The realist has suppressed the "revulsion of 
conscience" in order to gain everything. but in this 
consideration of private interest he has in reality lost 
everything, he has lost both his conscience and his 
reason ... Unity is so important for the character of 
reason and the nature ofconscience, that if this unity is 
lost, reason loses substantiality and conscience loses 
reality. Reason without conscience becomes the utili
tarian and mechanical reason of computation and cal
culation, and a civilization founded on it is a civiliza
tion without reason, in which man is subordinate to 
things and their mechanical logic. Conscience divorced 
from reason sinks to an impotent inner voice, or the 
vanity of good intentions ... 

A man without reason and conscience is a true 
nihilist. 

Karel KOSIK 

***Mendacity is the immortal soul ofCommu
nism. 

Leszek KOLAKOWSKI 

***Czeslaw Milosz subtitled his Captive 
Mind "An Essay on the People's Logocracies." While 
the conquest of power could be achieved through "the 
barrel of a gun." the maintenance ofpower is achieved 
through "the muzzle of language." This key idea of 
Orwell's 1984 - that totalitarian power cannot be main
tained without a totalitarian language which is not 
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solely the vehicle of the state ideology but is above all 
intended to prevent the emergence of "heretical" ideas 
- has been take up again by the dissident intellectuals in 
Russia and East-Central Europe alike ... 

The aim [of totalitarian discourse] is to "confer 
a political nuance on all words," in line with the 
regime's goal of "politicizing all areas of life." 

[What is at stake] is "the capacity of a de
fenceless population freely to articulate a non-official 
evaluation of political, social and economic realities. " 

How can this vision of a totalitarian "10
gocracy" be reconciled with ... the bankruptcy of the 
official ideology? The answer is to be found in the 
notion of the "existential lie. " which is quite distinct 
from conscious (or even enthusiastic) support for the 
ruling ideology. [As Havel put it], "one is not required 
to believe the lie; it is enough to accept life with it and 
within it. In so doing one confirms the system, gives it 
meaning, creates it....and merges with it." 

Jacques RUPNIK 

*** [We] read every text as allusive; every situ
ation described - even the most remote in time and 
space - as immediately applied to Poland. Every text is 
a double text. Between the lines we look for the mes
sage in invisible ink, and the hidden message we find is 
treated as the only true one. 

Ryszard KAPUSC I NSKI 

***A people whose memory, either individual 
or collective, has been nationalized and passed into 
state hands, and is therefore perfectly malleable and 
manipulable - are entirely at the mercy of their rulers; 
they have been robbed of their identity. 

Leszek KOLAKOWSKI 

*** History was replaced by pseudo-history, 
by celebrations and mass gymnastic events; in other 
words by precisely the kind of artificial activity that is 
not an open-ended play of agents confronting one 
another but a one-dimensional, transparent and utterly 
predictable self-manifestation (and self-celebration) of 
a single, central agent of truth and power. 

Vaclav HAVEL 

***No society, no matter how good its techno
logical foundations, can function without a moral foun
dation, without conviction that has nothing to do with 
opportunism, circumstances and expected advantage. 
Morality, however, does not just allow society to func
tion, it simply allows human beings to be human. Man 

does not define morality according to the caprice ofhis 
needs, wishes, tendencies and cravings; it is morality 
that defines man. 

Jan PATOCKA 

***By power we mean the ability of an indi
vidual or an organization to impose extrapolations or 
projections of their inner structure upon their environ
ment. In simple language, to have power means not to 
have to give in, and to force the environment or the 
other person to do so. Power in this narrow sense is the 
priority ofoutput over intake, the ability to talk instead 
oflisten. In a sense, it is the ability to afford not to leam. 

Karl DEUTSCH 

*** Almost everyday I am struck by the ambi
guity of this social quiescence, which is essentially 
only the visible expression ofan invisible war between 
the totalitarian system and life itself. It is not true 
therefore to say that our country is free of warfare and 
murder. The war and the killing merely assume a 
different form: they have been shifted from the sphere 
of observable social events to the twilight of an unob
servable innerdestruction .... the slow, secretive, blood
less, never quite absolute yet horrifying ever-present 
death of "non-action," "non-story," "non-life," "non
time; If the strange collective deadening - or more pre
cisely anaesthetising - of social and historical nihilisa
tion. 

Vaclav HAVEL 

The April 1908 cover of Sphinx, a literary magazine published in 

Warsaw. The drawing by 1. Rembowski. 
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guity of this social quiescence, which is essentially 
only the visible expression of an invisible war between 
the totalitarian system and life itself. It is not true 
therefore to say that our country is free of warfare and 
murder. The war and the killing merely assume a 
different form: they have been shifted from the sphere 
of observable social events to the twilight of an unob
servable innerdestruction .... the slow, secretive, blood
less, never quite absolute yet horrifying ever-present 
death of "non-action," "non-story," "non-life," "non
time; If the strange collective deadening - or more pre
cisely anaesthetising - of social and historical nihilisa
tion. 

Vaclav HAVEL 

The April 1908 cover of Sphinx, a literary magazine published in 
Warsaw. The drawing by 1. Rembowski. 
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420 SO. SAN ANTONIO RD. 
LOS ALTOS. CA 94022 

Slavonic Studies 105. Introduc
tion to Russia and Eastern Eu
rope. Two semesters, three credits per semester. First 

semester: Eastern Europe. Second Semester: Russia. Univer
sity ofBritish Columbia, Fall 1990 - Spring 1991. Although 
the course deals primarily with the cultural heritage and 
major historical events, students will be introduced to the 
geography, ethnic composition, and economic and social 
structure of the area. 

First Semester Syllabus 
Sept. 5-7 

About the course: format, content, approaches. 
Readings and library. 
Sept. 10-14 

General introduction to the area: terms, basic facts. 
salient features. 
Sept. 17-Oct. 12 

Understanding change in Eastern Europe: 
*The revolution of 1989 
*Historical background 
*National traditions and political culture 
*The nature of the postwar period 
*Moseow and the satellite states (Yalta, Warsaw 

Pact, Brezhnev doctrine) 
*Forces and movements of opposition: 1945-48; 

1956; 1968; 1970; 1976; 1977; 1980-81; 1980s.Nationalism, 
Titoism, National Communism, "Revisionism," social 
democratic traditions, workers' councils, democratic opposi
tion, Committee for the Defense ofWorkers (KOR), Charter 
77, The Movement for Civil Society, Solidarity, the churches 

*Some leaders and personalities: Gottwald, Tito, 
Dimitrov, Rakosi, Novotny, Zhivkov, Kadar, Husak, Ceaus
eseu, Jaruzelski, Gomulka, Wyszynski, Djilas, Nagy. 
Dubcek, Wojtyla, Walesa, Havel, Tokes. 

*The role of the Soviet Union and of Mikhail 
Gorbachev 

*More crucial terms and concepts: nationalism, 
communism, socialism, Stalinism, ideology, partocracy, 
nomenklatura, command economy, collectivization, com
mand culture, censorship, socialist realism, ecological crisis, 
articulation of interests, civil society, human rights, democ
racy, privatization. 
Oct. 15-19 

Discussion groups: The balance sheet of the post
war period in Eastern Europe 
Oct. 22-26 

Discussion groups: Eastern Europe - problems and 
prospects 
Nov. 24 

Term papers due, 

Grading:Total--150 points for two semesters. Term papers: 
25 first semester, 40 second semester. Christmas exam 30, 
final exam 35. Class participation 20, 
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. Introduction to Eastern Europe: 

Suggested Term Paper Topics 


I. 
1. The East European "revolutions" of 1989: a comparison. 
2. Why did the Soviet Union refrain from intervening in 
Eastern Europe in 1989? 
3. Mikhail Gorbachev's "new thinking" and Eastern Europe. 
4. Main causes of the 1989 revolution in Eastern Europe. 
5. The elections in Eastern Europe, 1989-1990. 

7. The role ofLech Walesa in the events of 1980-81 and of 

1988-89 in Poland. 

8. Joseph Broz-TitolWladyslaw Gomulka/Milovan Djilas/ 

Karol Wojtyla-John Paul IINaclav Have1!Lech Wale sa: 

profiles. 

9.Poland's Solidarity: its characters and aims. 

10. The birth of Solidarity. 

11.Charter 77 and its role in Czechoslovakia. 

12. Workers' revolts in Poland: 1956, 1970 and 1980: a 

comparison 

13. The Prague Spring of 1968. 

14. Socialism with a human face: the aims of the reform 

movement in Czechoslovakia in 1967-68. 

15. The Hungarian revolution of 1956. 

16. The "Polish October" of 1956. 

17. Sovietization of Eastern Europe: the case of... ... 

18. The consequences of the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact. 


II. 
1. "There was one agency of integration and aggregation in 
Soviet-type systems. It was called the party. But the word 
'party' was highly inappropriate because it was not a part of 
anything." Diseuss the main features of partocracy. 
2. Soviet interests in Eastern Europe. 
3. The Warsaw Pact. 
4. Discuss the problem of legitimacy of communist rule in 
Eastern Europe. 
5. Church and state inPoland 1946-57 or 1965-78or 1980-87. 
6. Discuss some of the weaknesses of socialist economy. 
7. Rebuilding civil society in Poland: 1976-1981. 
8. Communist elites: a privileged bureaucracy ora new class? 
9. Failure of communism in Eastern Europe: an argument 
against socialism? 
10. "In the Soviet-type systems the party alone determined 
what was and what was not politics. II Diseuss. 
11. "Economic reforms are impossible in communist sys
tems; what is possible are political reforms that have eco
nomic consequences." (Tito) 

Ill. 
Write a review of one of the following books: 

Janina Bauman, Winter in the Morning: a Young 
Girl's Life in the Warsaw Ghetto and Beyond 

Czeslaw Milosz, The Captive Mind 
Milovan Djilas, The New Class 
Janina Bauman, I Dream ofBelonging 
T. Garton Ash, The Polish Revolution: Solidarity 
Vaclav Havel, Living in Truth 

Selected Bibliography 
N.J.G.Pounds, Eastern Europe (1973) 
Dean S. Rugg, Eastern Europe: The World's Land
scapes 
S. Fischer-Galati, ed., Man, State and Society in East 

European History (1970) 

David Turnock. The Making ofEastern Europe: from 

the Earliest Times to 1815 (1988) 

D. Chirot, ed., Origins of Backwardness in Eastern 

Europe (1989) 

1. Rothschild, East Central Europe between the Two 

World Wars (1974) 

Raymond Pearson, National Minorities in Eastern Eu

rope (1983) 

1. Rupnik, The Other Europe (1989) 
G. Schopflin and N. Wood. In Search of Central 

Europe (1989) 

1. Tomaszewski, Socialist Regimes in Eastern Europe, 

1944-1967 (1989) 

1. Lovenduski and J. Woodall, Politics and Society in 

Eastern Europe (1987) 

Archie Brown & Jack Gray, eds., Political Culture and 

Political Change in Communist States (1979) 

Milan Simecka, The Restoration of Order: the Nor

malization ofCzechoslovakia (1984) 

Timothy Garton Ash, The Polish Revolution: Solidar

ity 1980-1982 (1986) 

Zbigniew Brzezinski, Grand Failure: the Birth and 

Death ofCommunism (1990) 

Karen Dawisha. Eastern Europe, Gorbachev, and Re

form (1990) 

W. Bros & K. Laski. From Marx to the Market: Social

ism in Search ofan Economic System (1989) 

S. Gomulka and A. Polonsky. eds .• Polish Paradoxes 

(1990) 

Miroslav Holub, ed., New Europe: the Dimension of 

the Present Moment (1990) 


Slavic Peoples: Selected Chronological Tables 
1. Slavic migrations. The subject is highly controversial. It is 
however well established that by the early 7thcentury, Slavic 
settlements stretched from Russia and the Ukraine to the Elbe 
River in Central Europe, and as far as Greece in the Balkans. 
n. Christianization of Slavic peQp1es. Christianity began 
spreading among the Slavs before the mission of Sts. Cyril 
and Methodius to Moravia in 862-863. The great achieve
ment of the two missionaries was the creation of what came 
to be known eventually as the Cyrillic alphabet, and the 
translation of various liturgical texts into a Slavic 
language.This language came to be known as the OldChurch 
Slavonic. It became the liturgical language of the Orthodox 
Christian Church, while Latin became the liturgical language 
of those Slavic peoples who became Roman Catholics. 
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Death of Communism (1990) 
Karen Dawisha. Eastern Europe, Gorbachev, and Re
form (1990) 
W. Bros & K. Laski. From Marx to the Market: Social
ism in Search of an Economic System (1989) 
S. Gomulka and A. Polonsky. eds .• Polish Paradoxes 
(1990) 
Miroslav Holub, ed., New Europe: the Dimension of 
the Present Moment (1990) 

Slavic Peoples: Selected Chronological Tables 
1. Slavic migrations. The subject is highly controversial. It is 
however well established that by the early 7th century, Slavic 
settlements stretched from Russia and the Ukraine to the Elbe 
River in Central Europe, and as far as Greece in the Balkans. 
n. Christianization of Slavic peQp1es. Christianity began 
spreading among the Slavs before the mission of Sts. Cyril 
and Methodius to Moravia in 862-863. The great achieve
ment of the two missionaries was the creation of what came 
to be known eventually as the Cyrillic alphabet, and the 
translation of various liturgical texts into a Slavic 
language.This language came to be known as the Old Church 
Slavonic. It became the liturgical language of the Orthodox 
Christian Church, while Latin became the liturgical language 
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The usual dates given for the conversion of the Slavic peoples 
to Christianity are as follows: 
Moravia 862-3 Bulgaria 865 Poland 966 Kievan Rus 988 
Bulgaria and Kievan Rus received their Christianity from 
Byzantium, Poland from Rome by way of Bohemia. 
Cyrillic alphabet is used by the following Slavic peoples: 
Bulgarians 
B yelorussians 
Macedonians mainly Orthodox 
Russians 
Serbians 
Ukrainians 

Latin alphabet is used by: 
Croatians 
Czechs 
Kashubians 
Poles mainly Catholic 
Slovaks 
Slovenians 
Sorbians 
III. Loss of statehood. By mid-seventeenth century there 
were only two independent Slavic states in existence: Poland 
and Russia. By 1795, after the partitions of Poland, there re
mained only Russia. 
Croatia lost its statehood in the 12th century. 
Kievan Rus disintegrated in mid-13th century. 
Bulgaria lost its statehood in 1396, when it became absorbed 
by the Ottoman Empire. 
Serbia lost its statehood by 1459, when it became absorbed by 
the Ottoman Empire. 
In 1526, the Kingdom of Bohemia (Czechia)came under the 
rule of the Hapsburgs, who after the battle of the White 
Mountain in 1620, in which the Czech nobility was wiped 
out, gradually deprived Bohemia of all autonomy. 
Poland lost its independence in 1795 as a result of the third 
partition. Congress Poland (1815-1831) ceased to exist after 
the 1831 Insurrection. 
A semi-independent Cossack Ukrainian state existed from 
1648-1658. 
III. Regaining of statehood. After a protracted struggle 
against Turkey, from the Napoleonic period onward, an 
independent Serbian state was finally recognized by the 
European powers in 1878. In the same year Bulgaria also 
became an independent state. 
In 1918 Poland and Czechoslovakia were established as 
independent states, and Serbia became part of the newly 
established Yugoslavia, which also comprised Croatia, Slov
enia, and a part of Macedonia. The Ukraine was a semi
independent state from 1918 to 1921. 
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WHY THE TRILOGY? 
W. S. Kuniczak 

Now that the first book of our modem, English
language version of the Henryk Sienkiewicz Trilogy is roll
ing off the presses, and the entire Polish-American commu
nity is closing ranks behind it, it is time for straight talk and 
an explanation. No man or woman ofPolish heritage should 
have any doubts that this is an unparallelled opportunity for 
a stupendous cultural and political victory and - possibly - the 
start of a whole new orientation for the American Polonia. 

What was this fabled Trilogy? How did it stamp 
itselfupon the Polish soul? Why must we have it in America 
in English? And in what way does it suggest the road for us 
to travel now that the political liberation of our ancestral 
country is an accomplished fact? 

In his Foreword to our First Edition of With Fire 
and Sword, James A. Michener said: 

"The Trilogy is a sacred book. [It] is a portrait of a 
nation. Sienkiewicz wrote Quo Vadis for the entire world 
and the world took it to its heart. He wrote the Trilogy for 
the people of Poland and they absorbed it into their souls." 

"Why do the Trilogy?" some of our own critics 
have asked only weeks ago right here in America. "Why not 
something else?" 

We answer this question with some of our own. 
Where did those Polish soldiers, rescued by a miracle from 
Stalin's slave labor in 1943, find the spirit to scale the slopes 
of Monte Casino? Why did young Polish pilots fight with 
such contempt for death and their own survival in the Battle 
of Britain? Where did this nation fmd the spirit to endure? 

The youthful heroes of World War 2 were the 
'generation of young Poles brought up on Sienkiewicz's 
Trilogy which taught patriotism, heroism, self-sacrifice and 
duty, and such love of country that it superseded every other 
need, and we must learn from them and emulate them. The 
Trilogy, which we have brought to life in English once again 
to serve new generations, is a handbook on how to be a Pole, 
which is why it was endorsed with such enthusiasm by the late 
Aloysius A. Mazewski and the delegates to the Polish 
American Congress in Chicago in 1988. 

Edward J. Moskal, who is now seeking out new 
areas of activity for the American Polonia in his capacity as 
president of the Polish National Alliance, assured me in 
person that this pledge would be honored with equal enthu
siasm because, as he put it, "The Trilogy is the source of 
everything that makes us truly Polish no matter where we 
live," 

It was the Trilogy that sent my own father running 
away from home as a sixteen-year-old to join Pilsudski's 
legions in the First World War, which is why he asked that his 
battered copy of "The Polish Bible" (as he called the Trilogy) 
be placed in his coffm along with the little bag of soil, taken 
in 1916 from his mother's grave in Lwow, when he began his 
lifelong service to the country which Sienkiewicz brought to 
life so vividly in his imagination, even though it did not exist 
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on the maps of Europe. 
So when critics ask, "Why the Trilogy? Why not 

something else? my answer is simple. 
There is nothing else in Polish prose literature with 

this weight and value. Only one other nation has produced 
anything ofcomparable significance and power, as Michener 
writes in his Foreword, and nothing else can have a greater 
and more immediate impact on the future of the American 
Polonia. 

We are a glorious People. Our spirit gives us 
immortality as a nation but who knows about it? Why are so 
many Polish-Americans so insecure in their Polishness? And 
finally: how do we pass on our heritage to those generations 
which must come behind us? 

If our own future as an organized and functioning 
community depends on capturing and maintaining the inter
est and imagination of our youth, and if Sienkiewicz is the 
great mover of youthful hearts and minds, then we now have 
an unparallelled opportunity for action, and every doubt and 
argument about our identity can be put to rest 

Sienkiewicz wrote "to uplift the hearts" ofhis coun
trymen at a time when many had forgotten what it meant to 
be a Pole in an independent Poland and created heroes who 
took on three empires all at the same time. Now he is handing 
us in English a means to win our own breathtaking victory 
over the three worst enemies who threaten the future of 
Polonia. 

The first is the apathy of our youth who are too 
bright to be wooed with ethnic foods and dances and need 
more substantial fare to value their Polish heritage. 

The second is the wall of silence thrown around us 
by some of our own American countrymen who resist every 
effort that might show us as a decent, civilized and worth
while people whose untold story demands to be told. 

The third is our own ignorance of who and what we 
are and our traditional inability to act as one in the common 
good instead of sniping at each other in the name of the same 
misunderstood ideal. Lech Walesa's Solidarity buried that 
notion in Poland in 1980. Can we do less in the USA today? 

I am not a salesman. I have no profits to make out 
of Sienkiewicz. Along with Mr. Moskal and Mr. Mazewski, 
and the hardworking, patriotic men and women ofour organ
ized Polonia, I am not selling books. We are selling an idea. 

I am convinced that no one who has not read the 
Trilogy of Henryk Sienkiewicz in whatever language can 
have any notion ofwhat it means to be a Pole, nor can he claim 
to lead us or to represent us. 

I will go further than that. No one for whom the 
Trilogy is not "The Polish Bible," with which he is as familiar 
as with his catechism and his daily prayer, has the right to call 
himself Polish in any way. In the same vein, no one outside 
our community has a right to say one word about us - for us 
or against us - unless he or she knows who and what we are, 
where we have come from and what we revere. 

Ifwe are to find a new field for action now that the 
political wars for Poland's independence have been fought 

and won, we have still to do battle against ignorance, apathy, 
our own self-oriented lack ofcommon cause, and our youth's 
indifference. Without that, and without having our voices 
heard, we have no reason to exist as an organized community. 
And without such a reason we are sure to perish. 

Sienkiewicz is our greatest cultural weapon in all 
these respects. The Trilogy is his sharpest cutting edge. All 
of us need it and it belongs to every one of us not just the 
author or translator. 

W.S. Kuniczak is the author of another Trilogy, the 
first volume of which, The Thousand Hour Day, has 
won a Book-of-the-Month award. He has just 
completed a new translation of Henryk 
Sienkiewicz's With Fire and Sword (Part One of 
the famed Trilogy) published by Hippocrene Books. 
The above is an abbreviated version of the essay 
he wrote on that occasion. 
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A page from Kazimierz Tetmajer's novella Jak baba djabla 
wyofUlcyla [How a peasant woman outwitted the DevU] 
published in Krakow in 1921. The illustration by Zofia 

Stryjenska. 
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cial publisher and cost so little testifies to Malachi Martin's 
pOpularity as a writer. Martin, a theologian, is a fonner Jesuit BOOKS BOOKS 

AND PERIODICALS 
RECEIVED 

Poland in Christian Civilization, edited 
by Jerzy Braun. London. 1985. Veritas Founda
tion Publication Centre. 4-12 Praed Mews, London 
W2 IQZ. 633 pages. Indexes, maps & illustrations. 

A collection of thirty essays by contemporary Pol

ish and foreign scholars on Polish culture and its relation to 
Christianity. Sample topics: "Poland's Role in the Conver
sion of Pomerania," by Tadeusz Silnicki; liThe Contrasting 
Attitudes of Gennany and Poland toward Europe's Last 
Surviving Pagans," by Kazimierz Tymieniecki; "The Polish 
School of International Law in the Fifteenth Century," by 
Ludwik Erlich; "Polish Philosophy in the Nineteenth Cen
tury," by Boleslaw Gawecki; "The Polish Religious Revival 
in the Nineteenth Century," by Jerzy Braun; "Cyprian 
Norwid's 'The Judgement of Truth'," by Antoni Madej. Al
together, a serious undertaking. 

The Keys ofThis Blood: The Struggle for 
World Dominion between Pope John Paul II, 
Mikhail Gorbachev and the Capitalist West, by 
Malachi Martin. New York. Simon and Schuster. 
1990. 734 pages. Hardover. $24.95. 

That a book of that size can be putout by a commer

, 

and professor at the Vatican IS Pontifical Biblical Institute. He 
is the author ofsuch best-sellers as The Jesuits and The Final 
Conclave. The present book is partly devoted to the history of 
Poland. It contains fascinating analyses of the present-day 
political situation in the world. 

Ogolnopolski Spis Teleadresowy: Tele
fon, Telegraj, Telex. Warsaw: Ministry of Com
munication and Transport. 1990.2 vols. Ca. 2,000 
pages each. Index. Advertising. Price? We bought 
it from a Warsaw street peddler, piping hot. 

So far as we know, this is the :fItst telephone and 

telex directory covering all of Poland's institutions and 
businesses (no private phones or telexes). It is organized by 
district (wojewodztwo), with further subdivisions into 
towns, villages, organizations, schools etc. A bit unwieldy 
but quite an innovation. 

Spis telefonow mieszkaniowych m. st. 
Warszawy. Warsaw. Ministry of Communication 
and Transport. 3 vols. Ca. 1,500 pages the fIrst two 
volumes, 500 pages in vol. 3. 1990. 

A companion volume to the all-Polish telephone 
and telex directory. It contains private numbers and Yellow 
Pages and Business-and-Government Pages rolled into one. 
The last Warsaw Telephone directory we saw was published 
in 1978. It was much thinner. In spite of all the complaints, 
the number of private phones has increased at least twofold, 
judging by the size of both directories. 

(Continued on Page 63) 
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Fragment of a musical score of Karol Szymanowski's composition "Holy God" with words taken from Jan 
Kasprowicz's hymn under the same title. 
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BOOKS BOOKS 
AND PERIODICALS 
RECEIVED 

Poland in Christian Civilization, edited 
by Jerzy Braun. London. 1985. Veritas Founda
tion Publication Centre. 4-12 Praed Mews, London 
W2 IQZ. 633 pages. Indexes, maps & illustrations. 

A collection of thirty essays by contemporary Pol

ish and foreign scholars on Polish culture and its relation to 
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sion of Pomerania," by Tadeusz Silnicki; liThe Contrasting 
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in the Nineteenth Century," by Jerzy Braun; "Cyprian 
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Malachi Martin. New York. Simon and Schuster. 
1990. 734 pages. Hardover. $24.95. 

That a book of that size can be put out by a commer-

cial publisher and cost so little testifies to Malachi Martin's 
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Ogolnopolski Spis Teleadresowy: Tele
fon, Telegraj, Telex. Warsaw: Ministry of Com
munication and Transport. 1990.2 vols. Ca. 2,000 
pages each. Index. Advertising. Price? We bought 
it from a Warsaw street peddler, piping hot. 

So far as we know, this is the :fItst telephone and 

telex directory covering all of Poland's institutions and 
businesses (no private phones or telexes). It is organized by 
district (wojewodztwo), with further subdivisions into 
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but quite an innovation. 
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volumes, 500 pages in vol. 3. 1990. 

A companion volume to the all-Polish telephone 
and telex directory. It contains private numbers and Yellow 
Pages and Business-and-Government Pages rolled into one. 
The last Warsaw Telephone directory we saw was published 
in 1978. It was much thinner. In spite of all the complaints, 
the number of private phones has increased at least twofold, 
judging by the size of both directories. 
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Announcements Received: 

A trip to Poland to honor St. Maximilian 
Kolbe 

St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic Parish will make 
a pilgrimage to Auschwitz in 1991, to honor the 50th anni ver
sary of the death of St Maximilian Kolbe at Auschwitz. The 
group will leave Houston on June 7, 1991, and travel to 
Amsterdam via KLM and then to Poland. While in Poland 
they will travel to Warsaw, Niepokalanow (a town founded 
by St Maximilian) and the Franciscan Friary and museum 
dedicated to the memory ofSt. Maximilian. From there they 
will go to wwicz, ZdUllska Wola, Poznall, Czystochowa, 
Krakow, Wadowice (birthplace of Pope John Paul ll), and 
Auschwitz. The trip will end in the beautiful mountain village 
ofZakopane in the Polish Tatras. On June 18, the group will 
return to Warsaw and from there it will head back home. 

The arrangements are being handled by Tag Travel. 
A deposit is required to reserve a place on the tour. Final 
payment is due 30 days before departure with a total cost of 
$1,945. Visas will be required -- unless Lech Walesa keeps 
his campaign promise and abolishes visa requirements for 
Americans instantly upon ascension to presidency! For more 
information contactTag Travel (713) 974-2222, or Virginia 
Hill, The Polish Genealogical Society of Texas, 15917 Jun
eau, Houston, Texas 77040, (713) 937-8222. 

Virginia Hill, Houston, Texas 

A Video on Polish History 
Roger Conant Prescntations has recently completed 

a four-part video from the combined collections of over 50 
Polish museums and archives (including the National Muse
ums of Warsaw, Krakow, Poznan, Wroctaw and GdaIisk) to 
tell the story ofPoland's history for colleges, schools, librar
ies, cultural organizations and homes. The video was pro
duced with support from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, the Pennsylvania Humanities Council, the 
Alfred Jurzykowski and Kosciuszko Foundations and the 
Pittsburgh Central Council of Polish Organizations. 

PartOne: PiastPoland (earliest origins to 1370).23 
min. Part One traces the country's evolution from a Slavic 
tribal confederation to a full-fledged participant in the Me
dieval Latin West under the reign of the last Piast king. 
Casimir the Great 

Part Two: Jagiellonian Poland (1386-1572). 21 
min. Part Two chronicles the golden age of the Polish 
Kingdom under the Jagiellonian dynasty when union with 
neighboring Lithuania made it the largest state in Europe. 

Part Three: The Gentry Commonwealth (1573
1795). 42 min. Part Three depicts the silver age under the fIrst 
Vasa kings and the progressive decline of the Republic's 
fortunes from the mid-17th to the mid-18th century when a 
remarkable revival heralded the age of Polish Enlightenment 
until the catastrophe ofthe partitions put an end to the nation's 
statehood. 

Part Four: Romantic and Modern Poland (1796
1945). 37 min. Part Four covers the turbulent struggles for in
dependence that culminated in the national rebirth in 1918, 
the interwar Republic and the holocaust ofWorld War II. 

Polish painters, architects and musicians of all 
epochs are featured in this video. For more information and 
to order, write to Roger Conant Presentations, 7B Brook Hill 
Lane, Rochester, N.Y. 14625. 

Rogert Conant Presentations 

(Continued from Page 62) 

BOOKS cont. 

Poland 1990: Statistical Data. Edited by Janina 

Pawlik. Warsaw. Central Statistical Office. 1990. 

l00pages. 1,600 copies printed. ISSN0208-9629. 

Paper. Price: 5,000 zlotys. 


A clear and handy statistical compendium on Po
land in 1989. Contains data on socioeconomic situation, 
Seym and Senate, Population, Employment, National In
come, State Budget, Fixed Assets, Industry, Construction. 
Agriculture, Transport, Trade, Services, Housing. Health 
and Education, Tourism. 

Rozmowki amerykanskie dla Polakow. 
American Phrasebook for Poles, by Jacek 
Galazka. Cornwall Bridge, cr. Polish Heritage 
Publications. 1990. 141 pages. Distributed by 
Hippocrene Books, 171 Madison Avenue, New 
York, N.Y. 10016. $7.95. 

A useful compendium of daily conversations in 
English with Polish translations, plus texts in Polish about the 
essentials of existence in the United States. Aimed at the 
impecunious Polish immigrants, it can also be used by 
children and adults studying English in Poland. One of our 
American-born editorial assistants learned from it how to 
send a money order, something she had never done in the 
thirty-plus years of her life. 
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PIASA MEETING 

Time: January 25,1991 (Friday), 7:30 PM 


Place:Residence of Mr. & Mrs. Matt Monroe 


12 Shadderway, Houston, Texas 77019 

Shadderway is a small crescent-shaped street off 


Kirby Drive. Go north on Kirby, cross Westheimer 

and San Felipe. Continue for about quarter of a mile. 


Shadderway will be on your left. 


Speaker: Kestutas Gaizutis 

Topic: Changing Times in Lithuania (video 
and commentary) 

Mr. Gaizutis is an American geologist of Lithuanian back
ground. A graduate of Case Western Reserve University, 

he has worked in the gas and oil exploration business 
since 1968. He presently owns his own company. He 
attended the First International Lithuanian Business 
Conference held in Vilnius, September 10-28, 1990. 

All Members and Friends are welcome. 

We wouL:! Cike to th.aM the foUowtf1.9 persons 
for their generous donatwns to 7fu?, 8armatian 
keview 1.n October-December 1990: 

Dr. Carol: n. Asnton, nr. Uward, 
Demny of Uward, Demny :tnterprtses, Dr. &1 
nrs. 'Lra N. &1 Anna Doneson, 11.... &1 nrs. 
Vassi.t &1 :Jto:za :tR.tmov, nr. &1 nrs. C.A.&1 
Xather1.ne l. :tvans, n ...&1 nrs.R.J. &1 a. 
aaswrowsft.1. of :Jtomk Cycte Company, .nr. &1 
nrs.lonnarembowWc, Dr. ""'-9nesn. autnrte, 
ns. 'l9a l. J-t:enderson, Dr. &1 nrs. narmn &1 
:t-t:ytd-a lGf"zy:zani-aft, Dr. and, nrs. Josepn A. 
Jachtmczyft., ns. :t-t:attna JGaUaby of 'JQ.9 
'Jravet, Dr. &1 nrs. lG.Umund, &1 Luci.a 8paft., 
Dr. :t.A.Ztem of Latu}uat}e :/jrUUje5 Quartedfj. 

AWARD! AWARD! 
This special Award is offered to the public figures 

and institutions who have displayed gratuitous hostility to the 
Eastern Europeans. This time, the Dead Carp Award again 
goes to that reliable standby, The New York Times, for its 
manifested displeasure at the election of Lech Walesa to the 
Presidency of Poland. On December 11, 1990, the NIT 
editorial asked whether Mr. Walesa is a democrat at heart. 
Although we are flattered to learn that the editorial writers of 
theNew York Times spend their time pondering Mr. Walesa's 
innermost feelings, we cannot avoid an impression that the 
aim of the editorial was to suggest that Mr. Walesa is not and 
cannot be a democrat, no matter what he does or does not do. 
One can imagine the NIT editorial writer's comments ifMr. 
Walesa had asked, as Mr. Vaclav Havel of Czechoslovakia 
did, for "special powers" to deal with unrest in his country. 
Not to mention Mr. Gorbachev. who remains a NIT favorite. 
On December 30, 1990, in the section "The Week in 
Review," the NIT carne forth with another article laden with 
anti-Walesa innuendoes. It appears that in the NIT inteIpre
tation ofevents, some people can do no wrong, just as others 
can do no right., 

DIad Carp 

Award 


For conspicuous disservice 
to Western Civilization 

the New York Times is hereby 
given 

the Dead Carp Award 

Jl2'luary 1, 1991 

The 8 a.rma.t i.a.n R.e" i.e W [formerly The Houston Sarmatian, ISSN 0892-1466] is a publication of the Houston Circle 
of the Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences of America [PIASA]. It deals with Polish and Eastern European affairs and their implications for the United 

States. It is published three times a year. Subscription price is $10.00 per year. The views expressed by authors of articles do not necessarily represent 

those of the PIASA Houston Circle. 

Editorial Staff: Claire S.Allen, Witold P. Skrypczak, Ewa M.Thompson [Editor]. 

Sarmalian Council: Boguslaw Godlewski, M.D., Paul J. Derkowski, B.S.P.E., Danuta Z. Hutchins, Ph.D., Joseph A. Jachimczyk, JJ.D., M.D., Leonard 

M. Krazynski, Witold J. Lukaszewski, Ph.D., Michael A. Mode1ski, M.D., B. Peter Podniesinski, J.L. 

All communications [letters, articles, subscription checks] should be addressed to: 


THE SARMATIAN REVIEW, P.O.Box 79119. Houston. Texas 77279-9119 
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