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The following is an excerpt from the Preface: 
 
The Texas Slave Trade Document Series, 1818-1886 is an important collection.  The 
documents in this collection contained many missing pieces of Texas history; documents 
that reflect early Texas politics, the slave trade in Texas, original colony land grants, 
long-forgotten estates, and information on social customs, commerce, and the movement 
of families and slaves into Texas from other states.  Most importantly for social historians 
and genealogists, herein are the names of people, black and white, free and slave, who 
were in Texas from 1818 to 1886. 
 
Since most of the papers in this collection were legal documents, the introduction to the 
inventory explains what types of legal documents were in the collection, indicates what 
information might be found in each type, and then points to an example of each type of 
document within the collection.  Most of the legal documents pertain in some way to the 
slave trade in Texas.  The inventory gives a brief summary of the document, by box, 
folio, and item for each location and reference. 
 
The extensive indexing of this series of documents is undoubtedly the most useful tool 
for searching the collection.  For historians, researchers, genealogists or family historians, 
the index provides many clues to the identification and family relationships of the people 
whose names are found in the collection.  The introduction to the index describes the 
difficulties encountered when indexing old, faded documents written by many different 
hands with variable spelling and archaic terminology, and the author has suggested ways 
for the researcher to avoid overlooking a clue due to those difficulties.  A tremendous 
amount of time was spent on the index to make it as accurate, complete and useful as it 
could be.  Special attention was given to the identification of slaves and their families to 
aid researchers in African-American history.  An explanation of the indexing method for 
slaves is given in the introduction to the index. 
 
The method of indexing is unique to this project.  Instead of the standard name and page 
entry, the names are listed in a table format, so other pieces of identifying information 
could be attached to each name.   [For more details see “How to Use the Index.”]
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HOW TO USE THE INDEX 

 
The index is divided into three parts.  All persons other than slaves – buyers, sellers, 
owners judges, clerks, litigants, attorneys, etc., are indexed by name in Part One, then 
indexed gain by county in Part 1A.  All persons designated as slaves are indexed by name 
in Part Two, and indexed by county in Part 2A.  The fifty-six names of ex-slaves 
extracted from a flyer titled “Grand Barbeque and Reunion of the Ex-Slaves and Race 
Pride Association” were included in Part Three. 
 
Names were copied just as they were written, and not modernized or “fixed” by the 
indexer; thus, Jas. stayed Jas. and did not become James in the index unless it was spelled 
out in full later in the document.  Because the names of clerks, judges and other officials 
are repeated in many documents, they may only be listed once for reference in the index.  
If the person you are seeking was an officer of the court, look for other documents in the 
same county and time period. 
 
Slaves were indexed by whatever information was given; name, age, owner or estate 
from which they were being sold to or from, etc.  If a marriage relationship was 
mentioned, the name of the spouse was put in parenthesis after the entry; Joe(Julia), and 
the same if a parent/child relationship was stated.  If an age was not given, any other 
indication in the document from which an age range could be estimated was listed (man, 
boy, woman, girl, mother, etc.).  The Estate/Owner field also includes the names of 
parties in a lawsuit, such as Hunt v. Alexander.  This index contains more than 1300 
names of individuals, almost 600 of whom were slaves. 
 
The Surname, Name, Location and Age fields in the index are self-explanatory.  The 
Box, Folio and Item fields tell the researcher where to find the documents.  Each Box 
contains several Folios.  Each Folio contains all the documents or items that relate to one 
transaction or court case, as far as it was possible to determine.  The Status field gives an 
idea of the legal status, and the Year field indicates the year or range of years the 
enclosed documents span.  Also note that this series is incomplete, and there may be 
other related documents in other collections.  See the Guide to the Heartman Collection 
of Texas Slave Trade Documents Series for the names of repositories that hold other 
related collections. 
 
Texas Southern University has both microfilm and DVD copies of this guide with copies 
of all the original documents available for research or purchase through TSU.  Contact 
Mr. Bernard Forrester, Archivist of Special Collections, Robert J. Terry Library, Texas 
Southern University, Houston, Texas, 713-313-4416, or forresterb@TSU.edu for more 
information on purchasing or using these records.  Copies of the full version of the 
printed Guide are available for purchase from Kathryn Morrow Research, 
kathrynblack.morrow@att,net, 281-461-4819. 
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The following is a copy of the first page of the General Index 
 

 


