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Background: 

Hannah Chow was born in Canton, China in 1948. She did not stay there long, however, because her father 
had Canadian citizenship and operated a café in Wainwright, Alberta, Canada. She moved there with her mother and 
sister (eleven years older) in 1951, where she received Canadian citizenship as well. Upon her father’s death, she 
and her mother moved down to Houston to be with her brother as per Chinese family custom. Here she attended 
Milby High School and later University of Houston-Central Campus where she completed her Cultural 
Anthropology degree. During her time in college, she worked as a gopher and secretary in a law office owned by a 
fellow Asian American. It was with her bosses’ encouragement that she entered South Texas Law School. Since 
obtaining her law degree, she has practiced general law for nine years, served as the first Asian American County 
Judge for twelve years, and worked as special assistant to Commissioner Lee for 10 years. During her time as Judge, 
she actively participated in several community service organizations and even took the role as founding member of 
the Asian American Bar Association. She currently serves as the Public Services & Infrastructure Bureau Chief for 
the Harris County District Attorney’s Office. 

 

Setting: 

The interview centers on the areas of labor and capital to develop a working history around the context of 
childhood experiences, family life, and daily activities. Much attention is given to her time on the bench and her role 
in other city governmental positions. 

The interview was conducted in Ms. Chow’s office in the Criminal Justice Building in Downtown Houston. 
The interview required an hour and a half. She recounted several stories of her childhood and gave us a very 
succinct outline of her experiences in both Canada and here in Houston. She provided us with great historical 
information regarding her role as the first Asian American woman lawyer and the first Asian American judge in 
Texas. Ms. Chow spoke intelligibly and even supplemented her interview with a copy of a certificate1 outlining her 
greatest accomplishments. She is definitely a priceless historical addition to our archives. 
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[00:00:00] 
 

PW: This is Pin-Fang Wang… 
 
YW: and Yuan Wang. 
 
PW: and we’re from Rice University with the Houston Asian American Archive project and we’re here today with 
Ms. Hannah Chow. Um, would you like to start off with a little bit about your childhood, maybe where you grew up? 
 
HC: See, I was actually born in China, um, went to uh Wahid, Alberta, Canada or Wainwright really. First probably 
early 50s, uh came into Houston in ‘61 and been here ever since. Uh family operated a little café in Canada. Came to 
Houston when my father died, and you know, following old Chinese traditions, mother would like to be with the son 
and the brother and they all started businesses in Houston—I mean uh grocery store business—and that’s where I 
kind of grew up. 
 
PW: Um what kind of professions were your parents in? 
 
HC: Uh basically my mother probably would—I would say wasn’t educated…uh they had a café. My father did the 
same thing, I mean my recollection or at least I was told that you know he go to Canada start a business and then 
save money and go home again. And that’s kind of the way, our family is kind of—there’s three of us and we’re so 
far uh spaced apart. My brother was twenty years older than I was. My sister was 11 years older, so we were like 
three separate families in a sense. 
 
YW: So, did you um have to go to Taiwan first before you came to…? 
 
HC: I really don’t know. 
 
YW: Okay. 
 
HC: I just remember from China we went to Hong Kong and then you went to Canada. And since my father was a 
Canadian citizen, I was actually given citizenship at the time I was born in a sense. You know, like I had a certificate. 
Uh, we ended up in Canada because I think immigration policies were a lot more liberal back in the 50’s and you 
know actually. 
 
PW: Do you remember why they chose to move to…well Canada and…? 
 

HC: Well, because the immigration policies probably, and my father had apparently had been there in his earlier 
years and had businesses and you know. 

 
YW: What did you bring with you to Canada?  Do you remember? 
 
HC: I wouldn’t have a clue. [laughs] It was like a part of your life that you don’t know that really you know—uh I 
know we had a café apparently with somebody then after a few years, you know, I think my father decided—or 
months, whatever it was, he opened up his own café because apparently my mother and the other partner’s wife 
didn’t get along. You know as traditionalist partnerships go, and uh…I learned to be a waitress at the age of nine. 
[laughs] 
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YW: Did you learn that in Canada because you had to help with the family business? 
 
HC: Yeah, because everybody was ill and so you know. My mother was cooking and my sister was sick, my father 
was sick, so I learned to be a waitress at nine. I thought I was pretty good by the time I quit doing it. [laughs] 
 
PW: How long did you help out the family for? 
 
HC: The restaurant, probably I was ‘til about thirteen. That was when I moved to Houston, and then I helped out in 
my brother’s grocery store, you know. It was traditional Chinese families did there, but he worked in the stores or 
whatever. 
 
YW: Do you remember how much you earned?  First as a waitress and then as… 
 
HC: Probably, I don’t, I didn’t make any money. I think I got some tips, and I was shocked that I was getting tipped, 
you know, and I didn’t know whether they were just being nice cause I was—you have to realize I lived in a really 
small farming community. 
 
YW: In Canada? 
 
HC: Yeah. Population might have been 200, and it’s still 200 ‘cause I went back there a few years ago. It’s 
just…everybody lived out in farms and we were the only place in town. It was like they had the café and soda shop. 
It was everything. It was where people would come congregate, so that was all it was. And, I think every time I got 
tips was when strangers came through the café, cause you know the local folks just didn’t tip, and they didn’t make 
those kinds of dollars. So it was kind of fun. And, the grocery store… you worked in the family grocery store so you 
really didn’t get paid, you know? 
 
PW: Were your brothers good to you, though? 
 
HC: Uh…it was okay. [laughs] 
 
PW: [laughs] 
 
HC: And, my brother because he was twenty years older, he had a daughter who was probably close to my age. So, 
in a sense I think I am only nine months older than she was, and so in a sense there probably was a little competition. 
I probably got treated a little bit nicer cause I was his sister, you know? And my mother would probably fuss at 
something. So, I’m just assuming that’s how it worked. 
 
HC and PW: [laughs] 
 
YW: And, did you go to school in Canada? 
 
HC: Uh I went to there until about the 7th grade, started 8th grade here. Um…did all my undergraduate, law school, 
everything else was here. 
 
YW: Okay. So did you have any trouble learning English at all?  Because you were really young, right? 
 
HC: [shakes her head] 
 
YW: Okay. 
 
HC: Uh, in Canada there wasn’t any like Asian families period. Our deal in the restaurant, in the café was…my 
mother didn’t speak English so the deal was once I could hit the kitchen, no English. So, it forced me to keep a little 
village dialect only because mother didn’t speak, and I was pretty good at it until probably when I quit practicing 
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law because I didn’t have any clients and so I can’t even do village dialect. I can’t do anything anymore because I’m 
out of practice. I don’t know, and that’s about the extent of my Chinese. I can’t read, and I can’t write. [chuckles] 
 
PW: So she never made you go to any like formal Chinese schooling? 
 
HC: There wasn’t any. 
 
PW: Or here, here in Houston? 
 
YW: When you got here? 
 
HC: When I got here, I don’t think there was too much of a…I never went to it. I think probably even at that age—
you can see the value of it now and for kids growing up, but back in those days, when you’re that age it’s like nah! 
Even if it was, you know, it wasn’t a big deal, you know. But now as you get older you can see the value of all that 
because it is dying out and it’s kind of sad. 
 
PW: May I ask what dialect your family spoke? 
 
HC: Probably Taishan. 
 
PW: Okay. 
 
YW: And, what specific reasons uh were there that you moved from Canada to Houston? 
 
HC: Well, my father had died. I had an uncle in Houston, so my mother thought that my brother should go into 
business with my uncle here, and that’s how we ended up in Houston. Probably the other part is my brother actually 
didn’t live in Canada. He lived in California. He was like the paper son of my uncle. At that time, because my 
brother was too old to go into the immigration policies in Canada, so he ended up going to California as uh my 
uncle’s son. So he’s the paper son there. 
 
PW: So, when, so did you—both of you guys—your family from Canada moved to Houston the same time he 
moved here from California? 
 
HC: Yeah. It was just my mother and my, uh self. My sister was already married, so she lived in Calgary, and she 
still lives there now. 
 
PW: Oh, so you sister is not here at all. 
 
HC: [shakes head] 
 
PW: Okay. 
 
YW: Where did you initially live in Houston? 
 
HC: Where did I live? 
 
YW: Yeah, initially, when you got here. 
 
HC: Uh, on the East end off of uh, Broadway. I went to uh Deady Middle School and Milby High School. So, in 
that neighborhood, and then shortly after—I think we were there maybe a year or two and then we ended up on the 
North Side, uh inside the Loop. 
 
YW: So were there a lot of Asian Americans in the community? 
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HC: What was probably the most uh gathering of Asian Americans, if you think of the kids, are we all went to 
Chinese Baptist Church at the time, uh which used to be on Hamilton and the Lamar St. which is you know near 
George R. Brown area and that’s how we met all the Chinese kids in the community. Either you went to church or 
you didn’t back in those days, so we all sang in the church choir. I’m not saying we were great, we just made joyous 
noises…that’s how I like to say. So that’s, you know; and, and, it was kind of interesting because I went to a 
memorial service last weekend and it’s a lot of those kids that we all went to church with. You know? We saw each 
other— some of them I probably hadn’t seen in 40 years and some were like you know…so it was kind of nice. 
 
YW: So, is that through the church, how you keep in touch? 
 
(0:08:22.8) 
 
HC: No, we just kind of keep in touch. We have an informal kind of network, but that’s how our, our gathering 
place back in the 60s, and that’s how we all met and we kind of kept track. In that sense. 
 
YW: Did you have to have somebody introducing—introduce you into the church at the beginning? 
 
HC: No. I think they—we just—uh I think there were some people in church that might have been looking for 
church choir members or they’re looking for—or the choir director’s looking for people, you know. At our age, we 
were teenagers, and so we all—that’s how we kept in touch and that’s how we all—those where kind of the good 
times. 
 
PW: May I ask what you did for recreation other than like going to church on Sundays? What you did for 
recreation…? 
 
HC: Back in those days? Probably the movies and that sort of thing. Just the typical what a teenager does except we 
probably didn’t have cell phones, we probably didn’t have as many cars, uh…what else did we—just the typical 
stuff. Wasn’t anything different. Probably nothing different than what you did as a teenager. There probably weren’t 
as many organizations and extracurricular activities that you had when you were in high school. There were a lot 
less. A lot of us in a sense, because we worked in family businesses, so you didn’t participate as much as you do 
now. 
 
PW: So, in high school—you said you’ve met a lot of Chinese people during church but were there a lot of Asian or 
Chinese people in your high school? 
 
HC: Maybe six. [laughs] Not very many. There wasn’t a whole lot. Uh, our graduating class was well over 600. In 
my graduating class we maybe had six or less. 
 
PW: Wow. So did you usually just hang out with those people or were you all in different kind of cliques? 
 
HC: I think we all did different things. There’s a couple of them because we met for church and that we ended up at 
the same high school, we kind of hung together a little bit—one person. Um then the others we—because they were 
kind of in the neighborhood. I had the car. I think I was sixteen or seventeen and um… 
 
PW: You were popular. 
 
HC: I would give everybody a—well I would drop the kids off at home. I would charge them 10 cents, the same 
way it cost to ride the bus so it paid for gas. And you know—you probably interviewed Gordon. Gordon Quan 
was—was in my graduating class and uh his sister and there were a couple of his friends and a couple of other um 
Chinese kids that lived near the school, and so we all rode together. 
 
PW: So you make kind of a small business out of that? 
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HC: Yeah. That’s how I paid the gas! [laughs] They got a ride to their doorstep and they didn’t have to worry about 
the rain and it paid for my gas. 

 
YW: Were you all kind of living in kind of the same area or did you have to go separate? 
 
HC: Uh...we probably went separate but kind of in the same section of town. I mean it’s not that close. By that time, 
I was probably living on the North side of town. So, uh I didn’t want to change schools so I continued to go to Milby 
and so that’s when I had the car. 
 
PW: So, because there are so few Asians in your class, do you feel like you experienced any prejudice or any type 
of conflict with the other kids? 
 
HC: Probably during that time period, no. 
 
PW: Okay. 
 
HC: I think those were gentler and kinder times than they are today. 
 
YW: And um what kind of typical line of work do the Asian parents engage in? 
 
HC: What kind of work? 
 
YW: Yeah. 
 
HC: During that time period, I think most of the kids that especially the kids that were in the choir that we hung 
with…they all owned grocery stores or, or a café or something like that. You didn’t have a whole lot of professional 
parents in those—I mean, at least the people that I knew or during that time period. There weren’t a whole lot. 
 
YW: And when you got there, were you—did you own a separate house? Because I heard a lot of people that owned 
grocery stores actually lived upstairs from their grocery store. 
 
HC: We had a separate house. Actually, we lived with my brother and his family and like they uh…I actually lived 
in their garage apartment with my mother and you know his family was you know…but we actually lived together in 
that sense. 
 
PW: So you worked in the grocery store when you were nine and then kind of stopped when you were in your 
teens… 
 
HC: I worked in the restaurant until I got about early teens and I worked in the grocery store probably ‘til I finished 
high school. 
 
PW: Could you tell us about some just general duties you did there? What you were in charge of? 
 

HC: The grocery store? Stack groceries, you know, uh…act as cashier. You just did whatever you did in a little 
neighborhood grocery store. You swept, you took out the trash, it’s just everything. 
 
YW: Who were, who were the major clients?  What type of…clients 
 
HC: Most of those…and uh, probably African Americans. 
 
YW: So, was there any ethnic food or was it just tailored toward the general population in the grocery store? 
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HC: Well probably just general population except there were a few items that you would probably find in a local 
grocery store… you know um…small, like, like chitlins and you know, you’d get some of the few items like that, 
but a lot of it was regular, nothing out of the ordinary. 
 
PW: So if a lot of the other um families also opened grocery stores, did y’all experience any type of competition 
or…? 
 
HC: No, because I think at those times because well, they weren’t that close. The grocery stores you know it’s not 
like you had one on every block or every neighborhood. It wasn’t like that. So… 
 
PW: Was that the only job you had during high school, just working in your family’s store? 
Or did you have any…? 
 
HC: Basically it. 
 
YW: So, I guess in high school did you know what you were going to do later on? 
 
HC: Oh…in high school I thought I was going to be a teacher. [laughs] That’s about it, you know? Uh I think, I 
think you also have to realize during that time period, what professions women were into in those days, you know. I 
think I thought I would be a teacher. At one time in my life I thought I wanted to be like a secretary because that was 
what most women did in those days. Uh I think nursing was one of the other professions, and so…I thought I would 
be a teacher but that didn’t last very long. 
 
PW: Did you have any mentors and any people you still keep in contact with that helped you kind of…no? 
 
HC: No. The reason I was laughing about college cause I thought when I went to college I was going to go into 
business. Didn’t get close, didn’t like it first semester, so I have a degree in anthropology. 
 
YW: Oh! 
 
HC: I think it’s my way of trying to explore all the possibilities that was out there, so it was cultural anthropology 
that I have a degree in. So, I just wanted to learn as much as I could. So I guess it was like toward the very end when 
I was about to graduate, I decided well, I better do something and I ended up going to law school. Uh during that—
college I worked in a law office. I was a gopher and a secretary and so forth, and that’s how I ended up going to law 
school. 

 
YW: So which college did you go to? 
 
HC: I went to University of Houston-Central Campus. 
 
YW: Is it um…I don’t even know but what was the application process like? Was there a lot of people trying to 
apply? Was there a lot of competition? 
 
HC: I don’t think so. Uh I just vaguely remembered I applied and you know I got into school. That was the only 
place I was going to go to anyway. So it’s not like I applied to a lot of colleges or anything like that. UH I was an 
okay student. I was not like at the top-top of the class or anything like that, so you know uh…that was about it at U 
of H. And …in those times, most of us I think of the kids that we were hanging with, that we ended up at U of H 
because it’s a school in town. Uh very few uh women or the girls actually got to go out of town to go to college. A 
few of them who had progressive parents, yes, but majority of us ended up at the neighborhood…uh…which is U of 
H. At least for the girls. 
 
YW: So was it—um did a lot of people from your high school class go to college? 
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HC: You know, we did a reunion several years ago and there weren’t that many, and you know uh probably less 
than a third I’m guessing. I really don’t know. A lot of them probably—you know the Vietnam War was during that 
time period so some never went beyond that, so we don’t know what happened to them, so it’s…. 
 
YW: So it was a pretty rare thing for you to go to college? 
 
HC: [sigh] I don’t think so, I think. It was kind of expected you went. I don’t know. It just depends on who you 
were with at the time? I think that if you were with the Chinese kids you ended up going to college. If you were not 
with the Chinese kids, it didn’t necessarily mean they went to college. 
 
Uh a few of them that uh went to college I still see, you know, visit. That’s probably what a reunion will do 
occasionally…is you reconnect. It’s like making new friends all over and the starting point is high school, even 
though we never knew each other in high school. So, that’s been kind of one of the beauties of it. Something you can 
look forward to. [laughs] 
 
YW: So, was uh —did the parents expect you to go to college?  Was there any nudge toward that direction? 
 
HC: There was no nudge. Uh because like I said, my mother didn’t speak English. Uh my sister was already married. 
My brother was married with family, and father was deceased. And uh I think the only reason—and our counselors 
didn’t even encourage you to go to college because I went to Milby and Milby is like on east end. It’s very blue 
collar-y. Um…I just happened to go to college because some people that I hung around in high school, they were 
talking about college and this and this and all this other stuff, so I guess I better apply too. So, I—that’s how it 
happened. 
 
PW: Was that the only school you applied to, since it was close? 
 
HC: Yeah. So, and I mean, I don’t think I had any great ambitions what I was going to be doing other than…I’m 
kind of those people who doesn’t really do any long term planning, but I kind of just do it as it comes along. 
 
YW: Works out. 
 
HC: It works out…yeah it does. 
 
YW: So, was there any family expectations for you? You’re going to be this, you’re going to be that? 
 
HC: [shakes head] 
 
YW: No? 
 
HC: None. Absolutely none. 
 
YW: So you just had to find a way for yourself? 
 
HC: [nods] 
 
YW: Okay. 
 
PW: Uh may I ask what kinds of organizations you were involved with in college? 
 
HC: In college, I wasn’t involved in much of anything. Uh if you went to UH it was basically commute or you went 
to classes. In college I almost did nothing organization wise. I think I was working in that law office and then going 
to school. 
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PW: How did you find the job in the law office? 
 
HC: Um… a friend of mine was working there and we—and I think we must’ve met somewhere and so she was 
going on vacation and she recommended me, so I went and hung out and then I just stayed there as a gopher cause I 
just wanted to learn. And then, I ended up being a secretary there and you know…got paid for it, and um then ended 
up going to law school. 
 
YW: So did you devote a lot of time in the law office? Or was it just like a few hours a day thing? 
 
HC: I probably put in at least uh half a day a week, no…half a day—yeah…five days. So, I probably would say 
about twenty hours a week during that time period, and during the summers I probably worked full time. 
 
YW: So was that the point where you got interested in law? 
 
HC: Well, I really had no plans to go to law school. I think I was graduating from U of H, and I said, ‘What do I do 
now? I have a degree in anthropology’ You don’t do much, so the choice was either go to graduate school so I ended 
up going to law school instead. 
 
(0:20:37.4) 
 
YW: Which law school did you apply for? 
 
HC: Uh, South Texas. See, cause the person I was working for was a South Texas graduate, so it was the only law 
school I applied to. 
 
PW: Was the person who owned the office also Asian American, or…? 
 
HC: Yes. 
 
PW: Okay. So, was he, how—um did you know him at all before your friend recommended you? 
 
HC: No. 
 
PW: Okay. 
 
YW: And the people that worked in the law office, was it… 
 
HC: He was a sole practitioner. He became my mentor; uh he died about ten/twelve years ago? About twelve years 
ago. So, he was my mentor, so in a sense became family for me. 
 
YW: So, was it—did the majority of the people working in his office…? 
 
HC: He was a sole practitioner. 
 
YW: Oh… 
 
HC: So there wasn’t uh. 
 
All: [laughs] 
 
YW: Oh, So it was just you and him basically? 
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HC: Yeah, or another secretary and that was about it. [laughs] 
 
PW: Um so you said he was your mentor, was he more of an inti—like a, like a teacher-student or more like a father, 
father-daughter type? 
 
HC: I think it’s probably more father type uh because he became family. Showed me—uh helped me through the 
law school process. I practiced in his office and he helped me go through my elections and campaigns. 
 
YW: Kind of going back a little bit, how much did the school cost? 
 
PW: UH? 
 
YW: College. Yeah. 
 
HC: I think U of H at that time was about $50 a semester plus whatever fees were so that’s my recollection…around 
when I first started it was like maybe $50. That’s what state tuition was back then. 
 
PW: I wish that what it was now… 
 
All: [laughs] 
 
YW: So was there any scholarships and grants?  Or…. 
 
HC: Uh, no I just kind of just got family funds or I worked and paid for it. I worked my way basically. 
 
PW: And you commuted right?  From home to school? 
 
HC: [nods] 
 
YW: So was that person Jimmie Lee, very popular? 
 
HC: Uh huh. 
 
YW: All right. And you said you were earning about $250. 
 
HC: I’m guessing. 
 
YW: Was it a week or a month? 
 
HC: I think it was…I don’t remember. I think it might’ve been like every two weeks or something or something like 
that. It wasn’t a whole lot of money. [laughs] 
 
YW: Do you know if that was the general amount of money um people in your position were paid or was it? Did 
he…? 
 
HC: Probably. 
 
YW: So that was the market price. 
 
HC: Whatever it was. It’s been so long I don’t remember. [laughs] 
 
PW: Could you reflect on your first years in law school? Like did you enjoy it cause you said you kind of just 
jumped right in so…? 
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HC: I worked in the law office all day, and I went to school at night. So, uh South Texas back in those days was 
more of a night school and most people worked during that time period. So that’s what I would do. I would go to 
class and in the daytime I would work and the minute I took off from work I would go to class. 
 
YW: Was there any particular area of law that when you went to law school that you were interested in? 
 
HC: No. 
 
PW: What kind of law did uh Mr. Jimmie Lee practice? 
 
HC: It was general practice. 
 
PW: So when was it that you found out that you maybe wanted to go into a particular, or did that…? 
 
HC: I just, I mean…when I went to law school I was just going to do whatever general practice because that’s what 
I saw. Um…all I knew was I wasn’t going to do immigration because we were stereotyped as doing nothing but 
immigration work in those days, and I refused to be stereotyped. Uh probably should’ve gone into it…probably 
would’ve been making a whole lot more money…but uh I guess it was just headstrong that I did not want to be 
stereotyped. Cause I remember the first day, I ran across somebody who said, ‘How’s your immigration practice?’ 
and I thought, ‘Well, I don’t practice immigration!’ But, it was just a headstrong decision of mine that I just didn’t 
want to be stereotyped and at that time, you have to realize, it was like the Harry Gee’s and…that were doing 
immigration law, and so I just didn’t want to be stereotyped at that point. 
 
YW: So, were there a lot of Asians in law at all? 
 
HC: No. 
 
YW: Okay, so the ones that were in law were doing something related to immigration? 
 
HC: In the later years, yeah, you did. Cause you saw the Tim Seoh’s and you saw the Harry Gee’s and a couple of 
others that ended up doing immigration and that was the most high profile that you would see in the community at 
that time. 
 
PW: So you talked about stereotypes. Were there any other types of stereotypes that ran around that people had of 
Asian Americans during that time? 
 
HC: Probably not because I don’t think people were as aware as they are now. You know, about all your ethnicities 
and all the other things during that time period. 
 
PW: So, you worked all throughout your time in law school at Jimmie Lee’s office? 
 
HC: Uh huh. 
 
YW: Was there any other mentors that you remember from those days? 
 
HC: That was it. [laughs] 
 
PW: So what made you start to run for judge? 
 
HC: I think I had been in practice about 9 years by that time period and uh…I think my feeling is— cause I used to 
go to the courthouse because I did a lot of family work and a lot of other type things—and I— one day I decided, 
you know, I’m just as good as these people are, you know? I think I’ll just run for judge. Course you know, I was 
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very naïve about the whole issue, so I started the process. And, since uh Jimmie Lee was active in his own politics 
and stuff, he encouraged me and he supported me and so that’s when I ran for judge. Of course when I ran, uh I 
probably didn’t know all that was involved in the process and uh…during that first time which was in ‘84, I actually 
lost in a runoff. Uh ran again in ‘86, and lost in ‘98. 
 
YW: So, did you become affiliated with the Democratic Party through Jimmie Lee also? 
 
HC: Uh huh. 
 
PW: So when you said you were in practice for nine years before you ran for judge, was that…were you referring to 
Jimmie Lee’s office or did you have your own at all? 
 
HC: I officed at his office. 
 
YW: So you never did any work at any law firm? 
 
HC: Nope. I just kind of switched chairs…went from one desk to another desk. [laughs] 
 
YW: Did his uh law firm expand at all? 
 
HC: Nope. That was it. 
 
YW: Just him and you and another secretary? 
 
HC: Yeah. [laughs] 
 
PW: So after—you said you lost in a runoff for your first election right? So, did you make any changes when you 
came back the next year to run? 
 
HC: I probably spent a lot of time in the community. Uh before I ran, I probably spent some time in Chinese 
organizations, not a whole lot. Uh…some only because the fact that I had the degree kind of opens some Asian 
organizations for you. Uh in ‘86 probably by that time I had gotten more involved in organizations. Uh I probably 
did the most during the time I was on the bench, and after I left the bench I just absolutely quit everything. 
 
YW: At what point did you get involved in the Bar Association? Asian American Bar Association? 
 
HC: I was one of their founding members. 
 
YW: Ah… 
 
HC: …in ‘84. 
 
YW: So it was founded right about then? 
 
HC: Yeah. It was about—yeah. 
 
YW: So, how did they— did they help you in your campaign to become a judge? 
 
HC: I think the organization was kind of formed about the time I was running, and I think uh the bar itself probably 
doesn’t do anything but the members of the bar would contribute to your campaigns. A lot of them did. 
 
PW: What made you decide to found this association or be one of the founders? 
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HC: I just think probably at that time maybe because I was running for office, but also because I think there weren’t 
a whole lot of lawyers so you know…Asian lawyers and I think at that time there might have been a dozen or so and 
we thought it’s time to get together. And some concerns like we had an organization some people might pay more 
some—you know we’d have a little more clout and that sort of type of thing. And, a lot also so we could also be a 
sort of support group for each other. 
 
PW: So how did the general majority see Asian Americans running for like city government offices? 
 
HC: When I ran, they think it was a novelty, it was fun. I mean actually I made the headlines in USA Today. I made 
Newsweek. All the things because it was a novelty because you didn’t see Asian Americans running for office. So 
that was kind of a… I think they accepted it well. They really did. Running back in office was probably a lot gentler 
than it is today. 
 
(0:30:08.0) 
 
YW: Did you have to mobilize the Asian community to support you or…? 
 
HC: There weren’t enough Asian American voters even to make a dent in anything to be perfectly honest, uh but 
they were—the ones that people I knew, they were very supportive and I remember getting checks from somebody 
like $10. Some lady was so proud of me and blah blah blah… Um, so in a sense they were…they would contribute 
to campaigns, and they thought it was good. So, in that sense but you couldn’t depend on their votes because there 
wasn’t enough because I was running county wide and there weren’t even much voters to you know make a much 
difference. There weren’t a whole lot of voters. I think we discovered that in ‘84 there might have been 500 Asian 
households maybe back then. I think by the time I ran in ‘86 that might have been increased to maybe 1500, but you 
know back in those days. And, we had a really great scientific way of tracking them. We took all the voter uh polls 
and then we would pick out any name that sounded like it was Asian. I mean there was nothing scientific— there 
wasn’t any databases. There wasn’t any available so we did our own little…uh 

 
YW: So did you target any specific groups when you were running your campaign? 
 
HC: Because you’re a democrat, you do a lot of African Americans and so I had very good inroads in the African 
American community because of the people like the Mickey Leland’s back in those days. Who he’s—probably way 
too young for you to know. Uh, so that’s kind of—I have a great rapport with the African Americans community 
and I still do. 
 
PW: What kind of people surrounded you like the people who worked for your campaign, what kind of people were 
they? 
 
HC: I have a lot of old clients or Mr. Lee’s old clients. Some of the old ladies who didn’t speak English used to 
come to my campaign headquarters. They’d sweep the floors, make sure we had lunch, and all the other type of 
things. And then, I had some very young ones…and you know. 
 
YW: Just a question out of curiosity, was ‘84 a special year? Because it’s only two years before the election in ’86. 
So was there like a special election or something? 
 
HC: No. We have elections every four years, and they’re staggered. Like this year is a gubernatorial year. ‘84 was a 
presidential year; last year was a presidential year. I happen to run in ‘84 because it was a bench that was um 
unexpired so it would’ve been up again in ‘86, but I happened to run in ‘84 because the time was right, or at least I 
thought it was. And but that was the year that Reagan swept all the democrats anyways, so that was the reason I lost. 
[laughs] Well, I didn’t lose in the general election, I lost in the primary, but the primary was governed by—I was 
running against an African American woman in the runoff and there was a county commissioner race going on at 
that time so all the African Americans were going to vote for the black candidate. And cause if you looked at the 
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time, I probably had more precincts but she had all the black boxes. So, therefore she beat me in the runoff. So, it’s 
kind of… And in ‘86 was another cycle. Like this year, half of our benches are up every two years, it’s not the same 
ones. That’s why that happened. 
 
YW: Oh, okay. 
 
HC: And my shot, like if I didn’t win in ‟86 I wasn’t going to do it again because I had spent too much time and it 
was time to move on, so… 
 
YW: So was there any particular reason that you ran for civil court and then switched to uh criminal court? 
 
HC: Well, I did the civil court because that was the one I was going to run for, but when I looked at ‘86, the person 
who I lost to in the runoff was going to run for that one, so I thought— and the criminal court was an open bench 
cause the judge was retiring. So that’s why I ran for that. 

 
YW: So there wasn’t any technical… 
 
HC: [shakes head] 
 
YW: Okay.  
 
[pause] 
 
HC: So I ended up— I did that for about twelve years. 
 
YW: And, were you nervous in the elections? Did you have to make public appearances and a lot of that? 
 
HC: Uh huh! When I first did it in ‘84, uh I had a campaign person. She had to drag me out of the car because I 
wouldn’t go in. Uh, you have to understand, I was an extremely shy person, and uh I just panicked. I just didn’t want 
to go anywhere, so—but I learned—I forced myself to do it. Probably today, I’m probably just as good as anybody 
at working a room, but back then it was like ‘uh uh.’ And you know, if you understand it and you look at it 
culturally, it’s very hard for us uh because in your own culture you don’t brag about yourself, you don’t talk about 
yourself. You know how that goes. And then if you go out in an electorate then you had to do that, so I had to learn 
to shift gears. 
 
YW: So what did you brag about when you finally pushed yourself? 
 
HC: I was qualified, I was good?! 
 
All: [laughs] 
 
HC: That’s about all you can talk about. That’s all judges could ever promise, that you’d be fair. 
 
YW: Uh huh. All right. Um so how do you think any of the things you—past things you did or any of the people 
you knew helped you a lot in the election process? Was there anything special that stands out? 
 
HC: I think what I said about the election process, it was a good growing experience. It’s probably very expensive, 
but as a person, I grew, and I probably got to know more about people. I can appreciate uh the different groups in 
the city or the county, and uh I think it just made you grow as a person. You know? And most of us have a tendency 
to stay in our own circles of what we’re comfortable with, and I think that forced me to see the community at large. 
So, I think that’s one of the best things that ever happened to me—running for office. 
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PW: Has uh working in a city governmental position—did you —do you feel like you made any changes or helped 
shaped Houston in any way since you were the first Asian American woman? 
 
HC: I think in a sense that…I think uh during the campaign which is kind of interesting…is that most people didn’t 
think of me as being Asian. Only because, probably because I spoke English with a Texas accent. Uh, first couple 
times when I was going to functions in ‘84, people would say like—if you go to the red-necked areas…they would 
say, ‘We’d like to send you back to where y’all came from.’ But you had to temper with the person who said it and 
their age. Uh I think I probably didn’t suffer as many because what—they’re surprised what came out of my mouth 
because it is English with a Texas accent. So, I think they were very comfortable with that. Uh, so some people 
never thought of me as being Asian American. Uh on the bench, I think it’s just let them think that we’re capable, 
we’re able to do—you know what everyone else does. Because you know, it isn’t an area where they’re used to 
seeing Asians on the bench or even in criminal law, period…or even at the courthouse. Uh so I think that way I 
made a difference. I ended up doing a lot of community boards during that time period because I felt like—uh you 
know everybody’s looking for diversity during that time period so I ended up being one of them, you know? Being 
selected to sit on this board and this and that. So, got involved—I probably got more involved in community at large 
during that time period. 

 
PW: What were some of the boards that you sat on? 
 
HC: I did the uh, United Way program for ten years, I was on their executive committee. Um I did the Red Cross, I 
did the private sector, I did the uh Women’s Foundation and all the other stuff. Here [hands us a copy of a 
certificate], I even made you a list so you can…I forgot all the things I did so I gave it…[hands it to us] 
 
All: [laughs] 
 
YW and PW: Thank you very much. 
 
PW: Um so, as a criminal judge did you come across any complications or difficulties in any of your hearings, or 
was there one that was very memorable to you? 
 
HC: I think if you—uh the one thing I do remember a lot is when I first got on the bench, uh trespassing at abortion 
clinics was a big issue and I didn’t realize it when I got there. All of a sudden one day I showed up and I saw all 
these people and I had all these cases and it’s—and I was the only woman in our division at that time so I had all 
these trespassers at abortion clinics and I was getting hate mail from ten-year olds. You know, and that sort of thing. 
So, it was uh— that was probably the thing I remembered most when I got there. Uh, the rest of it is just you do 
your job and you know… 
 
YW: So how did you deal with…? 
 
HC: On those cases?  Oh we just tried them. Um you know, jury heard them and that sort of thing. 
 
YW: And, how did you deal with the hate mail and things like that? 
 
HC: I just didn’t respond to them. 
 
YW:  Okay. 
 
HC: [laughs] And occasionally you know when you’re on the bench, you’ll get mail from uh people that you 
probably shouldn’t get mail—at one time I had some guy from the FBI come and I thought, ‘what in the world is 
this.’ He wanted to go through my mail, apparently somebody in jail who was against you know Asians or any 
people of color were sending out all sorts of stuff and I apparently was on his list and I didn’t know that. I said, ‘Oh! 
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okay.’ [chuckles] but you know when you’re a criminal bench here, it’s not as high profile as if you were in the 
state—a federal judge or whatever you know…those are really big high profile cases. I didn’t have those, so. 
 
(00:39:45) 
 
YW: So…do you remember your first month or first week or first year as a judge? Is there any…anything you 
weren’t used to? 
 
HC: I had to go to the job every day, I was getting cabin fever. The first month I was there I thought, ‘I have to 
come and do this every day?’ I must have been crazy out of my mind; I almost quit. [YW: laughs] I did! And then I 
thought, ‘well, I spent all this time and all this money running for this, what do you mean I’m going to quit?’ So I 
had to get myself used to the idea that I have to come and do this every day. 
 
YW: So this was very different from when you were in the…Jimmie Lee’s office? 
 
HC: Yeah because when you are in private practice you kind of control your own time, control what you do, and so 
for me that was first job I really had to go to every day, you know, that sort of thing, and you know, this is your job. 
So I got panicky the first month. Oh, at least the first couple of weeks. 
 
YW: So was there anybody who walked you through it? 
 
HC: No, I just had to… 
 
YW: …cope? 
 
HC: Yeah, this is what you have to do. 
 
PW: So were there any other stresses other than that first month that you experienced? 
 
HC: Well, yeah I had stresses as a judge cause you always worry about your decisions, are you doing the right thing, 
and if you didn’t I don’t think you are doing a good job. So you always stress over anything in the system because 
you’re affecting someone else’s life somewhere along the way. 
 
YW: Was there any accidental slips…like ‘oh, I forgot, I shouldn’t say that’ and things like that? 
 
HC: I’m sure there were [laughs]…I’m sure there were! 
 
YW: And were you ever, you know, misunderstood either in the decision, ruling, or anything? 
 
HC: I don’t think so. 
 
YW: Okay. And when you were o n the bench did you notice any trend in crimes or was there any particular period 
of time where like crime rates are way up…or it’s like, period of time? 
 
HC: No, it’s just the county is so big…and it’s…I mean…crime just at certain time of the year would increase or 
decrease but you know, it all run fairly constant. I think dockets are a lot larger now than they were back then 
because the county has gotten larger. You know, back then it was probably a little over two million or something, 
and now we’re at four. So those are the differences that we see, you know. 
 
YW: And you said there was a lot of cases involving trespassing in abortion clinics. How did you see the number of 
those cases change over time? Did it just gradually go down because it wasn’t an issue anymore or was it…? 
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HC: I think it still is, in fact we are preparing for that in case, you know, we have the new planned parenthood 
building opening up; so our officers prepared for if there were protests or something that sort of thing. Uh, I think 
they’ve gone different ways of handling their protest and not like…before in those days they use to chain themselves 
to the doors or you know…that’s what…they would like…flat on the ground you couldn’t move them and that sort 
of thing. So I think they’ve gone to different methods of doing things now. So that was…I mean that’s the most 
memorable one that I remember, back in those days because the first one there I was like, ‘whoa’… [laughs] 
 
PW: So would you say you enjoyed your time as a judge? 
 
HC: I think being judge is good because you know you made a difference, you did your job right. Uh…I don’t miss 
the campaigning part of it and having to raise the money…that one always have to do when you run for office. Uh 
it’s just not easy raising dollars. I mean, no one likes to ask someone for money it’s what I got to say. I never 
learned…some people, it doesn’t bother them, just do it so easily, but I just had a hard time doing that. 
 
YW: So did you have to go out yourself and ask for…the money personally or…? 
  
HC: I actually took out loans [laughs]. I took loans and then after the campaign then I would have the fundraisers 
and try and pay them off or you know…who needs something. 
 
YW: So how did the party help you, the Democratic Party? Did they have any…? 
 
HC: It doesn’t…other than you’re a Democrat [YW and PW laughs]; you might get your name on a poster but they 
don’t actually…I was not one of those races they would give you money. They don’t normally give judicial 
candidates any money. You end up supporting them. 
 
PW: So how, you say you end up supporting them; how did you support the Democratic Party or did you at all? 
 
HC: You pay your filing fees, you pay their memberships, you do all the other things for them—you know that sort 
of thing. They don’t—they do not give you money. 
 
YW: And what kind of…what people in the electorate contributed a large amount of money to your campaign? 
 
HC: Oh there’s always some dispensers that would do it. You had friends and…um…I guess at the first time 
because I was running there was a lot of probably Chinese that were giving me money because it is something new 
for the community and someone is progressing and they could see it and so therefore they would give me money for 
my campaigns…because they saw something that was good for the future, for their children or somebody’s doing 
something that’s going to advance our community; and it’s amazing a lot of those people may not have been 
educated. They were like store owners, or they did…but they felt like they were doing it for their families or their 
children or future generations. 
 
YW: So in 1998 you lost the election…I think it was like a Republican sweep of basically everything? 
 
HC: Exactly. 
 
YW: Okay, um…looking back, would you have done anything differently? 
 
HC: I don’t think there was anything I could have done. I really don’t. Uh but I always knew that you know I went 
through election cycle that I would lose my job there was always that possibility so you always knew that could 
happen. And I guess in ‘98 because there was this…there weren’t anything different I could have done. 
 
PW: Did you ever had anything in mind as like something a job you could have on the backburner since you knew 
that every…no? 
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HC: No, [everyone laughs] I’m not one of these that plans ten years down the road this is what I will be doing. No I 
guess…you also knew that you could go back to practicing law if you had to. Yeah, that’s…I guess that’s the beauty 
of having a law degree, you can do those things whether or not you want to or…I chose not to, I ended up working 
for Commissioner Lee for the last, I guess for ten years. And I actually met Commissioner Lee in ‘84 when I first 
ran for office. 
 
PW: What was your relation to him or how did you meet him? 
 
HC: Because he was running for county commissioner and I was running for judge, we met each other on the 
election circuit. So I worked for him for about ten years then I came over to the DA’s office. 
 
YW: Why did you…when you weren’t elected in 1998, why didn’t you keep trying to get elected again? 
 
HC: Because I think I’ve been there, done that. It’s a…it’s really hard to run for office, uh I think it’s not physically 
hard…I mean it is too but…you know I think psychologically I wasn’t ready to do it again. I’ve been there, I’ve 
been through that process and I just didn’t want to do it. I mean someone asked me, ‘don’t you want to do it again 
it’s going to be Democrats again?’, I said, ‘no.’ 
 
You know uh, it was fine in my life for that time period, it was good, I might have wanted to stay a little bit longer, 
uh but I think I just wasn’t willing to put myself out again to do that. 
 
PW: So was it easy to transition into your next job as um assistant to commissioner? 
 
HC: [sighs] I think it was a healing period for me. I mean to go through the process…I think I operated probably on 
remote…in ‘99. It’s very fortunate uh…I’ve had…I know people that never recovered from a loss and uh for me it 
was a healing process and just trying to figure out what am I going to do, and so…I was fortunate I had a lot of 
friends who would uh check on me and make sure I had…go to dinner, they took care of me, you know. So you 
know I did…you do need a healing process…when I had a friend that lost in ’94, I couldn’t understand it but after 
the loss you could kind of see it, so it was a…it was a healing process for me…because you know whenever you 
lose an election it’s like…it’s rejection in a sense, you know, it is, and it was just a big rejection so you have to kind 
of recover from that. 
 
YW: So did you go in—go work for Commissioner Lee right away or was it after the recovery period? 
 
HC: No, I worked for him right away because I knew my county pension was gonna— I had to have a bridging 
period only—see when you go from one department to the other you only had a seven day bridge, so I had to get on 
to his payroll as quick—so I went to visit him probably right after—shortly after the election, it’s because my term 
was until the end of the year and so I started his office on January 1, technically I’m position… 
 
YW: Was there any other options available for you? 
 
HC: I didn’t look at any [laughs]. I mean I think the other option is probably I could have practiced law or 
something and you know, it’d been over ten years since…you know I practiced law, the clientele, you know, it’s…it 
was a hard process and I didn’t want to have to go through all that so…and partly—so I ended up working for 
commissioner…partly because it’s my retirement that was in the county system so that’s why I ended up working. 
Kind of…my job process over there just evolved into whatever I ended up doing. Uh I did some legal work, did 
some community outreach, just you know, I learned a lot about county government. I know probably…I know quite 
a bit about county government in the sense of relationships, how each department works and all the other things 
because I worked for him. 
 
YW: And you talked about pensions and etc., over time when you were judge, did you notice how…was there any 
change in the way a judge was compensated? Or… 
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HC: No, uh…you know, salaries are always kind of set by the state and then it goes through some formula, and it 
goes into the county, and so forth. So I think there was some pay raises in between but you know it wasn’t anything 
you campaigned on or did anything about it’s just you know, the commissioner set the salaries, and that sort of thing. 
 
(00:50:32) 
 
YW: So is it a similar thing when you were working for the commissioner? 
 
HC: Well the commissioner…I worked directly for the commissioner, so I was on his payroll, I was one of his 
precinct employees, so. But it’s all the same county retirement system, it’s just my contributions were different. 
 
PW: So was it during this time that you weren’t as involved in community? 
 
HC: Absolutely quit everything after I lost the election. I just quit every community board that I was on or I didn’t 
re-apply; when people asked me I said, ‘no.’ I just completely shut it off after ‘98. 
 
PW: Is there a particular reason or just you didn’t want to deal with it? 
 
HC: I just kind of got tired of doing it, because I did it for so long. Uh when I was a judge and everything and then I 
just kind of didn’t do anything. I would occasionally do something but not much, but it was just that I think I needed 
a break and then I just did not go back to it. 
 
YW: Um, I know you already said this um…something about your job as special assistant to the county 
commissioner, is there any other interesting things you did during that period when you are working for him? 
 
HC: No. I mean um…not really. 
 
YW: So you just learned a lot about intergovernmental relationships or something within the county? 
 
HC: Yeah, I did. 
 
YW: Did you uh…did he introduce you…or did you meet any contacts during that time period that you may use to 
your advantage later on developing a career and etc.? 
 
HC: I mean he and I knew a lot of the same people already…I guess during the time I worked for him I probably 
knew…got to know more people that work in county government, just the regular, and how the departments relate to 
each other, how they work, and that sort of thing, but that’s about it. Like if I were to call somebody, I probably 
would know who to call better now than say I did ten years ago, you know. Or how—what department how they 
worked together and so forth. 
 
YW: So did you have any…throughout the years did you meet any friends or contacts in different parts of the city 
that helped you when you were…you might be going through like a hard time, or things like that? 
 
HC: No, I didn’t…I think everything was okay, I mean there wasn’t any really hard times in the sense of I was 
employed, you were working, you know, that sort of thing; there wasn’t any…I just learned how the county 
government worked better. 
 
YW: Um was there any outside support groups or anything that…kept your spirit up? 
 
HC: No, just my friends [laughs]. 
 
YW: Okay, friends are good… 
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PW: Yeah… 
 
HC: Yeah, it’s fortunate I have a lot of good friends you know and I get involved in their projects a little bit but they 
knew…but it wasn’t something that was…that I had to be doing all the time, which was kind of nice [laughs]. 
 
PW: So were these your friends who you met along your way as like…a government official or friends from a long 
time ago? 
 
HC: Most of them…I would…well…except for the Chinese friends cause we’ve known each other for a very long 
time. Uh some of them were people I met while I was on the bench and so forth and we became friends. Really if 
you think about it, being a judge is a very lonely life in the sense that you can’t be friends with a lot of folks 
especially lawyers. You know, it’s…it’s a different type of friends. 
 
PW: So that changed when you moved…changed occupation to just helping Commissioner Lee or did that not 
change? 
 
HC: Uh no, you still have your same core friends that you always had. Uh there’s another thing probably it’s that if 
you are not in office it’s like they’ll say what have you done for me, if you realize that, think about it, when you’re 
not in a certain position, you can’t help people, there’s a lot of what I call ‘fair weather friends’; because you are not 
able to help them so you don’t hear from them. 
 
(00:55:03) 
 
PW: So how long were you in the position with Commissioner Lee? 
 
HC: Ten years. 
 
PW: Ten years, and then you moved here directly after or was there a period…right after? 
 
HC: No, right… 
 
YW: So how did you meet um…? 
 
HC: Lykos? 
 
YW: Yeah… 
 
HC: [laughs] She’s a judge, I was a judge, we knew each other from back in the days but uh we ran when she was 
working for Commissioner Eckles…I mean Judge Eckles2, uh we did toll road hearings and we’d have lunch once in 
a while so when she took up…won this job she asked me if I wanted to come over. 
 
YW: Did you have to submit a résumé and go through all those processes? 
 
HC: No [everyone laughs] … 
 
PW: So did you want…did you ever think about leaving the commissioner first or did she just…because she asked 
you, you came over here? 
 
HC: She asked so I came. I probably if I hadn’t come I probably would have retired. 
 
PW: So what are some of your…what is your role here, in her office. 
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HC: I’m one of her bureau chiefs, I’m in charge of all her operations, uh I manage a couple of bureaus, uh I’m part 
of her executive leadership team and so…I have my finger in a whole lot of different pies in this office. Her office 
has about 600 people, we have a budget of about 60 million dollars and uh I oversee probably some of her hiring 
issues and a lot of those type of administrative operations, those types of things. Budget comes under me and 
everything so… [laughs] 
 
PW: Do you feel like any of the skills you learned before in your other occupations helped you—is helping you in 
this office? 
 
HC: I think um…I think a lot of what I learned in Commissioner Lee’s office helps me deal with our commissioner 
score processes and budget issues that we have to go through. 
 
YW: Was there any special incentives for you to take up this job, because you said you were going to retire? Why 
did you come and work here? 
 
HC: Because she asked me and I think it’ll be something nice to do for a while [laughs]. I know it sounds like a 
terrible way… 
 
YW: No, I mean, it’s a good reason… 
 
HC: I mean you know, I mean this job…my friends were laughing and saying this is probably my first real job. I’m 
thinking, uh…I was judge! They say, ‘yeah but that’s not the same,’ you know. I said, ‘what do you mean’; I said, 
‘that was hard work.’ She said, ‘yeah, but you were in control, this is your real, real job.’ I was just…if you say so. 
Uh I actually am having a good time; I’m enjoying what I’m doing, always new challenges, and kinda keeps me 
going because some of my friends are retired at this age and uh so…it’s new challenges for me. 
 
YW: So how do you feel being…not being in control, and being in this ‘real job’? 
 
HC: Some days it gets frustrating but it’s okay, I’ve learned you know um…I guess working for Commissioner in a 
sense it’s probably my first employer probably besides Jimmie Lee but because that was family I kinda got by doing 
a lot of stuff. So I guess Commissioner Lee would have been probably among my first employers. And so then being 
here is…not much different, uh in that sense. Uh but my friends are just laughing because they just felt like being 
judge wasn’t much work…I think that was hard work. Uh so uh and so they laughed and said this is my first real job. 
 
PW: Could you give…you said you had to face more challenges here, could you give us some examples of…? 
 
HC: There’s always things popping here, I mean because uh we are the uh third largest county and you know with 
all the criminal justices…system…things that go on, we have hiring issues right now, we…the county is in a hiring 
freeze, we got budget issues, and you know there’s just a lot of cases come. Today, I’m having to deal with some 
issues with the fellow that killed three people, so we got to work on extradition; you know it’s just lots of things just 
go on in this office. It’s just constantly busy. I don’t think people realize how busy we are. I think the office handled 
over—well over 130,000 cases last year, so it’s a lot of stuff that goes on and you know making sure…we’re 
worried about jail overcrowding, um there’s just a lot of stuff that goes on that one doesn’t even think about…and 
‘till I was actually here, I probably wouldn’t have realized how busy it is this office…actually is…even while I was 
on the bench I probably wouldn’t have realized how busy, and all the different things that this office entails. 
 
YW: And umm…we found an article online there was a…in the Houston Chronicle a while ago, there was like 
some controversy regarding diversity in hiring. How would you respond to that? 
 
(01:00:06) 
 
HC: I think uh…we probably have more diversity in our office than it’s ever had before. I think part of that article 
came from some disgruntled employee and uh…they didn’t know the true facts. We probably are very diverse, much 
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more than they were in the past. And you also have to realize years and years ago in the past you didn’t find that 
much diversity in lawyers, period. That was uh…so I think we are more…we are always on the look out trying to 
pick the best and the brightest whatever their ethnicity group is. And a lot of times it’ll all fall in place, you know. 
 
PW: So how would you say you get along with people in this office? [everyone laughs] 
 
YW: [laughing] They won’t know, the door’s closed. 
 
HC: I think we are fine; a lot of the prosecutors…some of the prosecutors in the office were baby prosecutors when 
I was on the bench, so you know, there are some relationships there. And uh…so it’s kind of interesting to see that 
you know…it is, it is…and what they’re doing…some…you know…a lot of people…DA’s Offices are places where 
a lot of people will stay for short period and then leave. But there’s amazing the number of people that are still here 
and made a career of being a prosecutor. 

PW: How long are you planning on staying? 
 
HC: I don’t know [everyone laughs]. 
 
PW: Fair enough… 
 
HC: I told you I don’t plan those many years down the road… 
 
YW: [laughing] …and less things to worry about… 
 
HC: It is! It is, it is…I think there’s a part of me that’s uh…. I like to be impulsive…part of me…there’s a part of 
me that wants to do that. Uh I know that’s not the way you are supposed to do things but…if I plan everything—
some people are very good at planning out things, I’m just not. I think there’s a part of me see what happens, 
happens, you know. 
 
YW: Whatever works… [laughs] So um, over time, how did you see the number of Asians participating in law grow? 
 
HC: Oh it’s already increased tremendously if you uh…I used to think…I saw some old client their children are 
lawyers, I see the numbers are growing. Uh when I first…when we were doing our Asian American Bar, I said yeah, 
we can count all the Asian lawyers on our hands…you know, on our fingers. The numbers have increased 
tremendously, you see them in the big firms, which is probably the biggest step and their parents see it that way. Um 
so even in the DA’s Office there’s more Asians than there used to be. I mean nobody went into law back in those 
days. 
 
YW: What do you think—uh what do you think the reason was that not many of them went into law? 
 
HC: At that time period? Because I think it was just probably…you know when I went to law school there was 
probably five percent women, now the classes are over fifty percent women; Asians probably went into the sciences 
and that’s what their families wanted them to do, and so I think law was probably something you just…evolved a 
little bit later. I don’t know whether it was their family’s perception, maybe their family urges them to be lawyers…I 
mean to doctors as oppose to being lawyers and that sort of thing. But today there’s a lot of them I mean you know 
the numbers have increased tremendously. 
 
YW: What about public offices in general? Do you notice any trends or anything? 
 
HC: Well if you notice there was a trend. You know you have the Martha Wong’s, you have the Gordon Quan’s, 
you have the…there are some Asians running for office that never happened before. So it’s happening. Uh there’s 
surrounding, I haven’t kept track of all our surrounding suburbs or surrounding communities that have Asian city 
council folks and you know the numbers are just increased. 
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YW: Was there…I mean…do you remember if there’s any door that opened that led to more people or is it just a 
general developmental trend–there wasn’t anything special or…something like that that happened? 
 
HC: Some people said the doors were opening and then you know probably…and then I don’t know, I just think 
probably it is evolution in a sense that it evolves and just seeing people running and so they felt, ‘Gee, I’m going to 
do it too!’ or that sort of thing. I really do think that makes a difference. 
 
YW: Did you get any fan mails when you were elected? 
 
HC: Yeah I did, I did, I did. 
 
YW: How did you feel about that? 
 
HC: Oh I have a few people that said oh you are the inspiration, this is why I did it, this is why I didn’t do it…I’m 
kinda like, that’s nice [laughs]. But I don’t think of it as you know I’m taking credit for anything because I’m not; 
uh I just think it’s nice that they are doing it. 
 
PW: So out of your three different sort of type jobs, what do you think…what do you consider the peak of your 
career? 
 
HC: Probably being judge… 
 
PW: Being judge? Why? 
 
HC: Because when you become a lawyer I think the ultimate thing that which you want as a lawyer is to become a 
judge, or be something in that position. I mean that was the highest pinnacle you could reach as a lawyer is being 
judge. 
 
YW: And what do you think are some of the important attributes both personally and in general for Asian 
Americans that make them…would make them successful in law? 
 
HC: In law? I think they’re very successful in law because you know they have the work ethic, you know to do that. 
Uh, I think for them to be successful in the sense if you think of advancements in like in their large firms or some of 
the other firms is probably community involvement, and that is probably not only as growth you are using individual 
person but it’s good for the community because the community needs help and you have to give back because that’s 
the whole purpose of why you’re involved in it, and as a…public servant that’s what you do. And I think all of it all 
ties together because at least to your advancements and also allows you the opportunity to enjoy what you are doing. 
It makes you feel good about yourself as well, you know. We always have to reach back and help the community 
because we don’t exist in a vacuum. So I don’t—I don’t think it matters whether it’s law or other professions, I think 
it all involves some community and giving back um in what you do, so it does; whether you’re a teacher, whether 
you’re a nurse, whether you’re a cook, whatever you know. Cooks do get back too; I ran across a kid the other day, 
uh he graduated from high school he’s going to culinary school, but he loves cooking, but you know, he gives back 
in the sense that he cooks for other people you know, that can’t cook for themselves…so they’re all giving back; and 
it also makes him grow as a person. 

PW: How do you feel you’ve given back? 
 
HC: I give back because I’m in this office [laughs]. No I am, in uh that sense, I do do some community things, 
um…that’s how I end up giving back. And I mentor and help other people along the process then this job you 
know… 
 
PW: What do you feel are some of your personal strengths that have helped push you along so far? 
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HC: Determination I bet because I feel like…I don’t like to give up on things. And I hate it when someone tells you 
that you can’t do something. But I think that’s just human nature that… 
 
YW: And how would you evaluate the Asian American professional network in Houston? Is it helpful or is it 
adequate when you are running for office, when you’re working, or is there room for improvement? 
 
HC: Well I think probably when I was running for office there weren’t as many groups of…I think for me and 
because I haven’t been that involved, I could be completely wrong in this, I’d like for them to…oh and they are 
doing this…they are reaching out to others uh you know, not just their group, but they are helping in other groups 
and just…I think that makes a whole lot of difference. You know before…you know people would stick strictly to 
their own communities but I don’t think you can do that. You have to reach out to the other groups and you have to 
help them out. So I think the organizations are doing much more than they used to, of course there’s a lot more of 
them too but I just—I think…to see them volunteering and helping out even though it’s not their own…excuse 
me…their own group and everything. I think that’s great. It’s great to see. 
 
[Ms. Chow offers the interviewers water] 
 
PW: So…so you only have two other siblings, right? So and they’re not…is your brother still around 
Houston? 
 
HC: He’s deceased, he has…his children still live in the Houston area; we’re not close at all. My sister has uh, 
children, and I visit her maybe once or twice…once a year or so maybe because we are so far apart. And uh we are 
not close in that sense because she was married by the time I was ten. So you know it’s…you don’t…the only thing 
we have a lot in common is we have the same parents, you know, and uh you know how family goes and it’s not like 
I had real siblings like two years or four years apart or anything, it’s just we are like three separate things. 
 
(01:10:34) 
 
YW: And what do you…what would you say is your proudest moment to this day in your career? 
 
HC: Like I said, probably when I got sworn in as a judge [laughs]. 
 
YW: Was there any particularly difficult moments in that period also that you rather forget or…? 
 
HC: No. It’s been good. 
 
YW: And do you have anything to say to Asian Americans considering a career in law today? 
 
HC: I think it’s a great profession. I just think you know um that’s what they want to do and they enjoy it I think go 
for it, whatever it is, you know. I know that a lot of them will probably stay in certain jobs because it’s secure and 
whatever…you know, and the money and so forth, if they are not happy with it, try something else, you know. It just 
uh…it all follows in its place. I mean there’s, I’ve seen people leave huge jobs, big dollars, to do community things 
because that’s what they enjoy. If they can afford to do it, I think it’s fantastic. I really do; I admire someone that 
would leave, you know, a huge paying job and go and do volunteer work, but that’s what makes him happy. I really, 
truly admire that. 
 
PW: I just want to touch on a couple of the associations you were in, just…um so you were part of the Asian 
American Bar Association and you won an Impact Award in 2007, could you tell us a little more about that and 
what that was for? 
 
HC: Oh, that’s the local Asian American bar because I…probably impacted their community…Asian American Bar, 
so I guess it’s kind of like an award. 
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PW: …or like how…in what way did you impact…or how did they…? 
 
HC: I think it’s because they saw…because I was the first Chinese uh American lawyer in the State of Texas; uh 
just the fact that I went and run for judge and did all those types of things I assume that’s why they gave me the 
award. Uh I do kind of mentor other Asian American lawyers. Uh I think…because of all my community 
involvement that’s how I impacted the community. Uh I think that part of my community involvement didn’t just 
impact the Asian American community I think it impacted the community as a whole. 
 
YW: What were some of the venues where you mentored some of the um young lawyers…Asian American lawyers? 
 
HC: Probably because…when we did the Asian American Bar, some people will call, we’ll meet and we’ll talk 
about…or wherever I do speaking engagements and you know, and every time they call up in reception doing 
community things whenever they ask me to do speaking engagements and that sort of things I do do that. 
 
YW: So do the Asian American lawyers communicate a lot in Houston…the community? 
 
HC: They uh probably do a lot…I probably don’t do as much with them because they are so young. 
 
Uh now and um they get together quite a bit. I mean as a whole group of folks, a lot of them are in the large firms, 
so they probably communicate a lot more than some of the ones…we call the Asian American Bar the older folks, 
you know, like the Harry’s, or the Gordon’s, or the Herbert’s and all that sort of thing. They’re very young; and 
when I go to some of the bar things I would think, God, they’re young [everyone laughs]. 

 
PW: You were also board member for the Texas Center for the Judiciary. Um what were some—as board member, 
did you make any changes…or any memorable things during that time? 
 
HC: Oh probably just…I probably gave them diversity [laughs]. You have to realize… 
 
YW: [laughing] …it’s a good thing… 
 
HC: Yeah…during those time periods you didn’t see anything that—what you saw in the judiciary were white 
males. And that’s uh…at the time I ran for judge, there were nothing but white males on the bench, there were very 
few women. So that’s partly why…I said, ‘Gee, I can do as good of a job as they can’, so I decided to run for judge. 
 
YW: And um going back a little bit, why did you pick the Democratic Party? 
 
HC: I think because their values or ways…uh I was kind of brought up in those…I’m still a part of the Democratic 
Party, I still vote as a Democrat uh even though everybody probably in this office is a Republican, but I still do. I, I 
think I believe in some of their values; I don’t say I agree with everything that the party does…and you know…I 
guess it’s the same way if you’re a Republican, you favor some things but you are not, you know… 
 
YW: And in the community, did you notice were a lot of Asian Americans Democrats as well? 
 
HC: I would say the majority of the Asian Americans are probably more Republican than they are Democrats. Used 
to I always count the Asians that were Democrats…so are you a democrat? [everyone laughs] …you had to come 
out of hiding, because I think uh the Republicans have more influence in the city, in the county than Democrats do. I 
mean I just couldn’t switch parties; I know that in ‘98 some people wanted me to become Republican just because 
they thought I would lose my bench because I was a Democrat, but I just couldn’t get myself to do it. I mean some 
people do it, but uh I just, you know, didn’t seem the right thing to do at the time. 
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PW: So you said your, your personal values um…were similar with the Democrats, did you have any family values 
that pushed you into say, to do what you’re doing now? 
 
HC: I probably think Jimmie Lee was the closest in the sense because he did a lot of Democratic issues and people 
and so I guess I was probably as close. I mean he opened some doors for me in the communities and that sort of 
things because that’s what…he knew these people so…What were you expecting? 
 
PW: I don’t know because every, every interviewee is different; I mean they each have a different story so we 
weren’t expecting anything. 
 
HC: Did you have preconceived ideas? 
 
[The interviewers answer no. Please refer to the digital audio file for original interview content] 
 
PW: Is there anything we forgot to ask that you want to add? 
 
HC: I don’t think so, I don’t really know, I’ll think about it…no I’m just going to say what it did for you, and what 
it…you know…this project…so what did it—did the project do for you? 
 
(01:17:29) 
 
[PW describes their internship experiences to Ms. Chow. Please refer to the digital audio file for original interview 
content] 
 
HC: Well, probably a lot of them opened doors for you to make it easier for you in a sense you may not uh see it 
right away but somewhere along the process they did, you know. Whoever…you know, you follow it, just makes 
that difference…people probably consider you differently. I think…like I said, when I first ran for office, a lady said, 
‘we ought to send you all back’. I’m thinking, ‘okay’ …and they were surprised the first time I opened my mouth, 
you know, what came out of my mouth, so…I mean in that sense…I think anything like this is a probably a good 
growing experience for you, but I just you know, makes it easier… 
 
(01:18:29) 
 
[YW describes their internship experiences to Ms. Chow. Please refer to the digital audio file for original interview 
content] 
 
HC: Yeah because you are…the younger…didn’t go through what we have to like we all ended up like you said, we 
ended up at the grocery stores, we worked in the grocery stores. We didn’t do the school activities that a lot of kids 
get to do now and that sort of thing. And you see them today it’s like, ‘God, my parents would have never let me go 
to Stanford cause it was way out of…’ you know, you know…some of the guys did, but the girls weren’t, you know, 
it’s just, you never even thought about those things in those days, so it’s kind of… so what does the 
project…completely entail? I’m just curious because I feel like there’s been similar projects like this, and it just uh 
depending on who funded it it’s to how…to what extent to it went to, I’m just slightly curious. 
 
(01:19:40) 
 
[Interviewers describe the HAAA project to Ms. Chow. Please refer to the digital audio file for original interview 
content] 
 
(01:22:16) 
 
HC: I think it’s great, it’s a great project, uh I think if you track a lot um community involvement I think that makes 
a big difference and…I think uh before, I don’t know if you remembered it, probably you wouldn’t, but you know, 
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Asians aren’t used to volunteering. That is not something that’s in our nature to go and volunteer; and for them to 
learn to do volunteer work it’s been I think just a great step uh…it’s a great growth that they have learned to do that 
cause before like you said they only stayed within their own communities, and for them to learn to volunteer and 
help others, I think it’s great. Uh it is probably something that happened probably within the last twenty years or so. 
Just before that it just—it was there, but no one really looked for you to come out and help and do things. And it’s 
kind of nice that you can…you have problem you can call somebody that will be there or put you in touch with the 
right resources, and we didn’t have that. You know just having that network makes a difference. 

 
PW: Do you see a difference between like, people who grew up in the States or in America versus those who came 
later? 
 
HC: Probably in the sense the ones that were here probably got involved a little earlier. The others, if you are 
immigrants of first…the main thing is to get their family settled and make sure they have a secure home. And then 
when their kids are kind of in school or whatever, then they’ll…but a lot of probably immigrants today are probably 
not as you know uh, economically challenged as they were in earlier years, so they may get in the system a little bit 
earlier. But as y’all know from immigrants, it’s always about economics before. And that may be the reason why 
Asians were a little bit slower in getting in the process because it was economics, and you know, trying to get their 
family settled, get them in school, that was the big…what do you see in your young years of observation? 
 
(01:24:24) 
 
[PW tells about her views. Please refer to the digital audio file for original interview content] 
 
HC: …I know, it’s hard when you have family that has those traditional uh values and they want certain things and 
so sometimes you have to just be a little bit headstrong and just say ‘no’. This is what…say ‘I’m listening to you, 
I’m not disrespecting you, but…’, and I think…I ran across a young woman the other day, she’s thirty, and she’s 
having to do things cause her family wants her to do it, not because she wants to do it. And I said, ‘look, you are 
going to have to take a step back’, but I also understand she is terribly conflicted, and uh…so sometimes you have to 
be a little bit headstrong that it is. I know it’s not easy being conflicted especially if there’s traditional values, it 
really is. And uh it’s not easy…but think of it, he’s already letting you go to Rice University, that’s already a step in 
the right direction. 
 
(01:25:33) 
 
[PW explains why her father allows her to go to Rice University, then Ms. Chow asks how YW decided to attend 
Swarthmore College; YW responds and explains the values of a Swarthmore education. Please refer to the digital 
audio file for original interview content] 
 
(01:27:47) 
 
HC: Well I think it is, and you know with the class that small, especially at Rice you all get to bond, you’ll keep 
touch with each other for years and years and years…I think that’s great. You know I think it’s the same way when 
we had to…uh church back in those days, we all knew each other, we bonded, and we see each other, and you know, 
we can say I can call them up, you know, that sort of thing. So I think it’s great that you go to Swarthmore, I think 
just anything to expand the horizon, you know. New experiences for you, and cold weather for you too [everyone 
laughs]. Okay. So anything else if you think of something just give me a holler. 

 
YW & PW: All right, thank you very much for talking to us. Thank you for your time.  
 
HC: You’re welcome. You’re welcome. 
 
(1:28:32) 
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[Recorder is turned off. The interview ends. 
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	YW: So, did you um have to go to Taiwan first before you came to…?
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	PW: [laughs]
	HC and PW: [laughs]
	YW: And, did you go to school in Canada?
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	HC: [nods]
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	HC: Yes.
	PW: Okay. So, was he, how—um did you know him at all before your friend recommended you?
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	YW: So, was it—did the majority of the people working in his office…?
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	YW: Oh…
	HC: So there wasn’t uh.
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	HC: Yeah, or another secretary and that was about it. [laughs]
	YW: Kind of going back a little bit, how much did the school cost?
	PW: UH?
	YW: College. Yeah.
	PW: I wish that what it was now…
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	YW: So was there any scholarships and grants?  Or….
	HC: Uh, no I just kind of just got family funds or I worked and paid for it. I worked my way basically.
	PW: And you commuted right?  From home to school?
	HC: [nods]
	YW: So was that person Jimmie Lee, very popular?
	HC: Uh huh.
	YW: All right. And you said you were earning about $250.
	HC: I’m guessing.
	YW: Was it a week or a month?
	HC: Probably.
	YW: So that was the market price.
	HC: Whatever it was. It’s been so long I don’t remember. [laughs]
	YW: Was there any particular area of law that when you went to law school that you were interested in?
	HC: No.
	PW: What kind of law did uh Mr. Jimmie Lee practice?
	HC: It was general practice.
	PW: So when was it that you found out that you maybe wanted to go into a particular, or did that…?
	YW: So, were there a lot of Asians in law at all?
	HC: No.
	YW: Okay, so the ones that were in law were doing something related to immigration?
	PW: So, you worked all throughout your time in law school at Jimmie Lee’s office?
	HC: Uh huh.
	YW: Was there any other mentors that you remember from those days?
	HC: That was it. [laughs]
	PW: So what made you start to run for judge?
	YW: So, did you become affiliated with the Democratic Party through Jimmie Lee also?
	HC: Uh huh.
	HC: I officed at his office.
	YW: So you never did any work at any law firm?
	HC: Nope. I just kind of switched chairs…went from one desk to another desk. [laughs]
	YW: Did his uh law firm expand at all?
	HC: Nope. That was it.
	YW: Just him and you and another secretary?
	HC: Yeah. [laughs]
	YW: At what point did you get involved in the Bar Association? Asian American Bar Association?
	HC: I was one of their founding members.
	YW: Ah…
	HC: …in ‘84.
	YW: So it was founded right about then?
	HC: Yeah. It was about—yeah.
	YW: So, how did they— did they help you in your campaign to become a judge?
	PW: What made you decide to found this association or be one of the founders?
	PW: So how did the general majority see Asian Americans running for like city government offices?
	YW: Did you have to mobilize the Asian community to support you or…?
	YW: So did you target any specific groups when you were running your campaign?
	YW: Oh, okay.
	YW: So was there any particular reason that you ran for civil court and then switched to uh criminal court?
	YW: So there wasn’t any technical…
	HC: [shakes head]
	YW: Okay.
	HC: So I ended up— I did that for about twelve years.
	YW: And, were you nervous in the elections? Did you have to make public appearances and a lot of that?
	YW: So what did you brag about when you finally pushed yourself?
	HC: I was qualified, I was good?!
	All: [laughs]
	HC: That’s about all you can talk about. That’s all judges could ever promise, that you’d be fair.
	PW: What were some of the boards that you sat on?
	All: [laughs]
	YW and PW: Thank you very much.
	YW: So how did you deal with…?
	HC: On those cases?  Oh we just tried them. Um you know, jury heard them and that sort of thing.
	YW: And, how did you deal with the hate mail and things like that?
	HC: I just didn’t respond to them.
	YW:  Okay.
	YW: So this was very different from when you were in the…Jimmie Lee’s office?
	YW: So was there anybody who walked you through it?
	HC: No, I just had to…
	YW: …cope?
	HC: Yeah, this is what you have to do.
	PW: So were there any other stresses other than that first month that you experienced?
	YW: Was there any accidental slips…like ‘oh, I forgot, I shouldn’t say that’ and things like that?
	HC: I’m sure there were [laughs]…I’m sure there were!
	YW: And were you ever, you know, misunderstood either in the decision, ruling, or anything?
	HC: I don’t think so.
	PW: So would you say you enjoyed your time as a judge?
	YW: So did you have to go out yourself and ask for…the money personally or…?
	YW: So how did the party help you, the Democratic Party? Did they have any…?
	PW: So how, you say you end up supporting them; how did you support the Democratic Party or did you at all?
	YW: And what kind of…what people in the electorate contributed a large amount of money to your campaign?
	YW: So in 1998 you lost the election…I think it was like a Republican sweep of basically everything?
	HC: Exactly.
	YW: Okay, um…looking back, would you have done anything differently?
	PW: What was your relation to him or how did you meet him?
	YW: Why did you…when you weren’t elected in 1998, why didn’t you keep trying to get elected again?
	PW: So was it easy to transition into your next job as um assistant to commissioner?
	YW: So did you go in—go work for Commissioner Lee right away or was it after the recovery period?
	YW: Was there any other options available for you?
	YW: So is it a similar thing when you were working for the commissioner?
	PW: So was it during this time that you weren’t as involved in community?
	PW: Is there a particular reason or just you didn’t want to deal with it?
	HC: No. I mean um…not really.
	YW: So you just learned a lot about intergovernmental relationships or something within the county?
	HC: Yeah, I did.
	YW: Um was there any outside support groups or anything that…kept your spirit up?
	HC: No, just my friends [laughs].
	YW: Okay, friends are good…
	PW: Yeah…
	PW: So how long were you in the position with Commissioner Lee?
	HC: Ten years.
	PW: Ten years, and then you moved here directly after or was there a period…right after?
	HC: No, right…
	YW: So how did you meet um…?
	HC: Lykos?
	YW: Yeah…
	YW: Did you have to submit a résumé and go through all those processes?
	HC: No [everyone laughs] …
	HC: She asked so I came. I probably if I hadn’t come I probably would have retired.
	PW: So what are some of your…what is your role here, in her office.
	YW: No, I mean, it’s a good reason…
	YW: So how do you feel being…not being in control, and being in this ‘real job’?
	PW: Could you give…you said you had to face more challenges here, could you give us some examples of…?
	PW: So how would you say you get along with people in this office? [everyone laughs]
	YW: [laughing] They won’t know, the door’s closed.
	HC: I don’t know [everyone laughs].
	PW: Fair enough…
	HC: I told you I don’t plan those many years down the road…
	YW: [laughing] …and less things to worry about…
	YW: Whatever works… [laughs] So um, over time, how did you see the number of Asians participating in law grow?
	YW: What do you think—uh what do you think the reason was that not many of them went into law?
	YW: What about public offices in general? Do you notice any trends or anything?
	YW: Did you get any fan mails when you were elected?
	HC: Yeah I did, I did, I did.
	YW: How did you feel about that?
	HC: Probably being judge…
	PW: Being judge? Why?
	PW: What do you feel are some of your personal strengths that have helped push you along so far?
	YW: And what do you…what would you say is your proudest moment to this day in your career?
	HC: Like I said, probably when I got sworn in as a judge [laughs].
	YW: Was there any particularly difficult moments in that period also that you rather forget or…?
	HC: No. It’s been good.
	YW: And do you have anything to say to Asian Americans considering a career in law today?
	PW: …or like how…in what way did you impact…or how did they…?
	YW: What were some of the venues where you mentored some of the um young lawyers…Asian American lawyers?
	YW: So do the Asian American lawyers communicate a lot in Houston…the community?
	HC: They uh probably do a lot…I probably don’t do as much with them because they are so young.
	HC: Oh probably just…I probably gave them diversity [laughs]. You have to realize…
	YW: [laughing] …it’s a good thing…
	YW: And um going back a little bit, why did you pick the Democratic Party?
	YW: And in the community, did you notice were a lot of Asian Americans Democrats as well?
	HC: Did you have preconceived ideas?
	PW: Is there anything we forgot to ask that you want to add?
	YW & PW: All right, thank you very much for talking to us. Thank you for your time.
	HC: You’re welcome. You’re welcome.

