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Miss Gainor Roberts 
203 No. Clinton Ave. 
Dallas, TX 
 
My dearest Sweetheart, 
 
Now we can take off another week dear and there is only one thing I had rather do than 
that and that is to take off four more.  In four weeks you will be here dear, just think.  It 
certainly seems fine especially when I think that it wasn’t so long ago when it was 8 
weeks and I thought they never would go bye [sic].  Honey I am getting just a little more 
excited every day, so don’t be surprised at what happens when I see you the morning of 
the 4th.  
 
I wish that you could have been here for the show yesterday afternoon.  Honey it was a 
continuous performance from 2 to 10 p.m. and there were fully 2000 people who came 
out to see it.  I am going to send you a program of it honey and if you want me to will tell 
you all I can when I come home. 
 
In the physics building, they had all sorts of displays, even an arrangement whereby you 
could hear a flea walk, you may think that they don’t make any noise but you certainly 
are mistaken.  Then they had an x-ray and you could see the bones in your hand.  Just all 
sorts of things that you ordinarily read about and very seldom see.  Liquid air, where you 
could put a piece of rubber tubing and then break it into bits with a hammer.  And could 
even freeze mercury now you know that must be some cold (190˚ below C) (300˚ F).  
Then a demonstration showing how much a steel bar could stand by twisting and how 
much by actual pulling.  I couldn’t begin to tell you all of the things, especially in the 
E.E. and M.E. labs.  In the chemistry lab they were making and exploding nitro glycerin, 
T-N-T guncotton, making picric acid, all sorts of dyes, various oils used in perfumes, 
then such things asperin [sic], etc. also thermit used in Welding which only goes up to a 
temperature of 3000˚.  The exploding of Hydrogen and Oxygen to make water.  The 
making of sulfuric acid by the “lead chamber” process.  Do you remember that from High 
School?  How storage batteries are made and just oodles of other things.  Absolutely I 
didn’t know that there were so many things out here as I saw yesterday.  Why they have 
equipment I never dreamed of, I think it opened the eyes of lots of these Houston people 
they need some kind of an eye opener.  I started thru at 3:30 and got thru it all at 5:30 and 
I knew where everything was and stayed a very while only in chemistry because I knew 



most of that.  I beg your pardon I mean that I knew if I couldn’t get it in the past 8 
months there wasn’t any use trying in one afternoon. 
 
Then last night I went to the dance and had a pretty good time, we danced from 9 to 12.  I 
was so tired to begin with I could hardly dance but I managed to stay awake.  I thought I 
was certainly going to get wet, because right after I got down town, it started to lightning 
and thunder and before we got back down to the University club it was raining.  I went 
with Gessner. 
 
Sweetheart I sent you a few sweet peas last night and hope that they got there allright 
[sic], they grow out here also but over in the hot house.  I didn’t get them until so late I 
didn’t have a chance to fix them up as nice as I wanted to.  I wanted to send you some 
pansies along with them but it was so late when I came out of the show I couldn’t. 
 
Well sweetheart did you have your date? 
 
I certainly am glad that my little girl didn’t get blown away in the storm the other night.  
You are my all dear and I wouldn’t have any aim in life without you.  Honey bunch I sure 
do love you. 
 
Pebble came out to see me this morning and left just a little while ago.  He is working at 
Goose Creek and only gets in once a week, but since he didn’t have to work to-day [sic] 
he came in last night. 
 
There are several “women only” affairs going on to-day.  The sophomore girls are giving 
the Senior girls a blowout and the Y.W.C.A. is giving a luncheon for its visiting 
members.  I can’t even get a sandwich out of any of them. 
 
Next Wednesday night the sophomores are going to have an “overall-apron” dance – I am 
not going to any more social affairs or otherwise until I go to the Senior American with 
you my sweetheart. 
 
I am going to take this to town this afternoon and then am coming back out to work, and 
there won’t be any change of plans this time.  It’s got to be done.  Honey you go to 
church for me tomorrow because I don’t think I will be able to.  I may go tomorrow 
night.  I’ll try to dear.  You’ll get two more letters on Sunday dear and then we will be 
together again, Thank goodness. 
 
I love you sweetheart. 
 
With all my love, 
 
Otto 
 
[Enclosure – Newspaper clipping entitled, Miss Fannie Black at Rice Making Liquid Air, 
subtitle – 10,000 People See Science Marvels at Rice Exhibit. 


