
April 13, 1920 
9:30 a.m. 

Houston, TX 
 

The Rice Institute 
Houston, TX 

Department of Biology 
 

Monday 
 
 

Miss Gainor Roberts 
203 No. Clinton Ave. 
Dallas, TX 
 
My dearest Sweetheart, 
 
I sure was glad to get your letter this morning.  I have been on pins and needles ever since 
Saturday, just wondering what was coming next.  You should have had two Friday 
honey, did the other one ever get there.  I can’t imagine why it takes so long dear.  I, too, 
will be awful glad when I come back home or at least when I am with you again.  I will 
be perfectly happy then regardless of whether I am home or not Sweetheart I sure do miss 
you and just long for you so much. 
 
It’s just a few minutes until dinner, but I have been wanting to write you all morning, but 
had to work.  So I’ll write as much as I can now.  Darling what you got the blues over?  
Tell me all about it won’t you.  I sure hate for you to have them, because I know just how 
it makes you feel and it doesn’t do one bit of good either.  I wish I could get along 
without them, but I’m always so lonesome for you, the least little thing will just 
completely upset me, and I simply don’t know what I am doing.  (Dinner) 
 
Yesterday was the longest old day, and I worked all day in lab at that.  Usually the day 
doesn’t seem so long when I do that, but yesterday did.  About 1:30 yesterday morning 
Boo and Ethel came by and took me for a little ride.  The came got me out of lab and I 
know they were rather skeptical about my going because I had on my old clothes and 
wasn’t fit to see anyone, but they insisted that I go so I did.  You know Mrs. Botts has 
been here and she just left yesterday morning.  Then honeymine we picked some pansies, 
just almost an arm full.  Honey I am going to get a box and put some of this Spanish 
moss in it and wet it good and then put some pansies in it and send them to you.  They 
may be alright when you get them and they may not, but I think I’ll try it anyway.  Would 
you like for me to sweetheart.  I sure wish you could see them the way they are growing, 
honey they are simply beautiful. 
 
Haven’t you got that pass yet dear, you sure would see everything if you came now.  The 
Cape Jasemine’s or whatever you call them will be blooming in June though so we will 
still have something pretty to show you darling.  I can’t, honey, just simply cannot wait 



until June.  The time seems to me to be getting longer instead of shorter.  How did you 
like “Alarm Clock Andy”?  I thought it was good.  You know I saw that here, way back 
about the first or second week in March here.  I know it was during exams, and I went 
one Sunday night with Boo and Ethel and the rest of them. 
 
Sweetheart I have to go to chemistry now, so will write you as soon as I come back.  I 
love you, dear. 
 
Later 
Well here I am back from lab already and it is only four o’clock, but I went as far as I 
could.  You know I sure feel food about that lab now.  We only have 31 experiments to 
do and I am already on 29.  I think I will be able to finish all of them by the first of May, 
and we have until the 22nd of May in which to do them.  It surely will feel fine not to have 
any chem. lab for about one month.  Why I won’t know what to do.  I can easily use that 
time in studying though, and then the Thursdays that I have off I can put in, in the Bugs 
lab helping the Freshman. 
 
No, sweetheart I would lots rather have you tell me what your troubles are.  Maybe I can 
be of some use to you that way dear, and nothing would please me more. 
 
Honey I certainly do appreciate what you told me and if you won’t think me to [sic] 
awful, I may have to call on you later on for a slight loan.  I just feel though like I ought 
not to do it, you are so sweet about it.  
 
Yes I am still working with all sorts of germs, dear, but there isn’t any very bad danger, 
especially when we wash with mercuric chloride to kill them all. 
 
I am sending you some Thresher’s, dear and also an article, I would like for you to read 
in your spare time.  If you don’t understand it save it and I will explain if I can.  You are 
not supposed to see the misspelled words and other forms of “typographical (?) errors but 
just read.  The Threshers are of the four class issues as you will see.  The small one, 
labeled Freshman issue was put out by the Sophomores two days before the regular 
Freshman issue came out.  Of  course it was all on the quiet and no one knew about it.  
There is very little truth in it, but it is used as a sort of medium to “get back” at anyone 
you want to.  You really have to know the people worder to appreciate all the fun, and it’s 
just full of it.  We’ll go over them all, this summer together, dear, and I’ll tell you all 
about it. 
 
Our rings are out now.  That is the 1920 ones are and mine will be out this week.  They 
are real good looking but not as destructive as I would like for them to be.  They seem to 
me to have a “High School” appearance.  I like them anyway, and hope you will also. 
 
I am going on a swimming party tonight, at the “South End Junior High School” and 
know I am going to freeze because it turned cold again last night.  Nash is going and 
neither one of us want to.  I simply don’t want to go to a thing dear unless I go with you.  
I hope your blues are gone and that you are feeling alright again, sweetheart. 



 
I love you – 
 
With all my love, 
 
Otto 
 


	Later

