
July 24, 1918 
Austin, TX 
Wednesday 

 
Miss Gainor Roberts 
210 W 10 St 
Dallas, TX 
 
Dear sweetheart of mine,  
 
I just came back from a final exam in electricity and your letter was the best bracer I 
could have gotten.  I guess I passed alright but it was an awful long exam.  I have another 
one this afternoon which I guess will be worse than the one I just had, not any longer but 
lots harder and then to morrow [sic] I start right on in the second term work.  Tonight we 
are all going to celebrate, everybody will be thru with exams and we are all going to 
town.  I don’t know what we are going to do, walk up and down the street I guess, 
because our fliver is in the hospital at any rate we are not going to study.  Oh honey if I 
could only be with you tonight.  We are having the prettiest moonlit nights, and I just 
always think about how nice it would be if you and I were in the swing together.  Honey 
do you really miss those nights? 
 
I sure do hope that I will be accepted for that camp but somehow it doesn’t seem possible 
to me.  I won’t hear from it for about 10 days or two weeks maybe a little bit longer, but I 
certainly hope not because I can’t study now, just on account of thinking about it.  No the 
camp is going to begin or is supposed to begin in the middle or the end of next month, but 
sweetie listen, don’t figure on this because it may not materialize but I am figuring on 
being home in about two or two and a half weeks.  You know they will give you credit 
for your work if you go into the service provided that you have don’t passing work up to 
that time, so you see I am going to begin next terms work and go just long enough as the 
minimum requirement in order to receive credits, and then leave.  Now I don’t know 
whether they require two weeks or three weeks, but I know it isn’t more.  Don’t say 
anything please, I haven’t said anything to brother about it yet and he’s liable not to let 
me do it, but I sure am going to put a strong argument, because sweetheart if I go up there 
I’ve simply got to see you before I go.  No honey I don’t want you to be a boy because 
then you never could be what I want you to someday, but I do wish you be near me, dear. 
 
One of the boys out here joined the Marines day before yesterday and he leaves for 
Houston Saturday and then goes to South Carolina.  You know I told you that there were 
some other boys here who were going to Galveston next year, one of the boy’s father 
[sic] was up here yesterday and he is a doctor himself and honey he sure did bless me out 
for even thinking about doing what I am going to do.  He told me I ought to be paddled 
with a board with a hole in it.  But I just simply feel like I won’t be satisfied until I do get 
into it so I guess the best think I can do is to get into it. 
 
Bob is going into the naval aviation just as soon as he comes out of the hospital and is 
able to go.  He had to have an operation performed and so he said he was going to last 



Monday.  It will probably be a month or more before he is well again.  I sure wish he 
could go with me, (if I go) because I sure like him and we got along awful well together, 
I generally get along with most people but naturally with some better than others. 
 
Well honey I’m going to stop now and study awhile so that I can manage to get by this 
afternoon. 
 
[A few hours later] I have about 30 minutes left before I go to my fate, so I am going to 
spend them in the best way I know how.  I can’t study anymore not that I know it all but 
I’ve just simply gone stale.  I have to stop every now and then and try to show one of the 
boys here some physics he has to take the exam too but he is a little worse off than I am. 
 
Well I just came back it didn’t take me quite an hour to finish, but I don’t like an exam 
like that because when they are easy they always take off so much for just a little mistake.  
We only had five questions with two parts under each question. 
 
The other night we went swimming at nine o’clock and honey the Artic Ocean hasn’t got 
anything on that water, but still it sure was fine, it makes you feel like a new person.  
They are fixing the fliver now so I guess we will get to go again tonight.  Won’t you 
come and go? 
 
Boo doesn’t know yet when he has to go does he?  I hope they stay there a little while 
longer, so I can get to see them again, and then honey all four of us can be together again. 
 
With truest love, darling 
 
Otto 


