
November 21, 1917 
Houston, TX 

8:30 a.m. 
2 cents 

 
Miss Gainor Roberts 
210 West Tenth Street 
Dallas, Texas 
 
Dear Gainor, 
 
Just one week from tonight and you will be leaving for Houston. Gainor, dear, I never saw 
such long days. Everyday is just a little bit longer. I phoned Ethel the other night and she says 
why it’s just ten more days, as if that were a few minutes. Here it is only Wed. and it seems 
like it ought to be the beginning of next week anyway. But I guess I’ll just simply have to 
wait. 
 
I guess that things have just turned around this week because I’m on the blue list tonight. I 
haven’t been feeling well for the last three or four days anyway and then I had Freshmen lab 
this afternoon and it seemed as though everything went wrong. I didn’t have much life in me 
when I went over there and a whole lot less when I left. I sure was glad to get your letter 
because they always make me feel so much better. John has been trying to sympathize with 
me, but I feel like I need a whole lot more. I wish you would tell me what you want me to 
promise you, you will when you come down won’t you? Please do.  
 
No, I won’t have to leave school for the ROTC. You see that merely means that all of those 
men here who pass the physical examination become members of the ROTC. This summer, 
however, there will be a training camp, but I do not know where, either here in Houston or 
somewhere nearby. This camp will last from four to six weeks. I keep forgetting to write 
home and telling them about it, but I guess that they will find it out before long. 
 
The football dope is growing worse all the time. Now that A&M has beat Texas, there is only 
one thing left. Either we beat A&M or get beat because I don’t think that it cam ever result in 
a tie. Either Texas has greatly improved or A&M is not what it is cracked up to be. We beat 
Texas on her own grounds early in the season. A&M just did beat them on their own 
grounds, and their touchdown simply came by accident. Gainor, they simply can’t beat us. 
By jove, we are going to fight that bunch from start to finish and so far a Rice team has never 
been known to give up, and just think we (you and I) will see it all. I don’t know for certain 
whether we will have a game this week or not. There is one scheduled with Howard Payne, 
but they have been trying to cancel it. I don’t imagine that it will amount to much anyway 
just a good scrimmage. 
 
Well, four more boys are leaving school tonight all entering the Aviation Corp. This 
roommate of mine took a notion into his head today that he was going to San Antonio tonight 
with the rest of them, but I finally talked him out of it. He is sitting at his desk studying awful 
hard now.  



 
Last Sunday afternoon, I got so tired of studying I decided I would go to town and take in a 
picture show. John wouldn’t go so I piked it off by myself. Went down and mailed your letter 
and then saw Wm. S. Hart in “Dakota Dan” and Vivian Martin in “Molly’s Entanglement”. It 
sure was a good picture. I would have enjoyed anything, though because I hadn’t seen any in 
such a long time. Oh yes, before I forget it, the dance is going to be Saturday night. They 
wouldn’t let us have it Friday because you see we have school Saturday. Do you want to go 
on that night. Now, Gainor, please tell me whether you really want to go.  
 
Well, I’m not going to be surprised at anything anymore. I agree with you about that match 
you spoke about. But isn’t Grey in the army or some branch of it? I can’t blame Ethel for 
having a fit at all. 
 
I went to one class day before yesterday in which I was real intelligent. That was French, I 
think everyone had an off day. Anyway, I did all of the of the reciting and I didn’t have a bad 
lesson this morning. Oh, I am learning, but my how slow. 
 
I would like to write more but I am going to study a little and ten go to bed, so I’ll feel like 
working tomorrow because I has Fresh. lab again tomorrow afternoon. 
 
With lots of love, 
 
Otto 
 
Enclosure: Newspaper article,  
“Victorious Rice Eleven Back; Plays Best Game in New Orleans” 
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