
September 27, 1917 
Houston, TX 

8:30 a.m. 
2 cents 

 
Miss Gainor Roberts 
210 West Tenth Street 
Dallas, Texas 
 
My dearest Gainor, 
 
I should say that it does seem naturally to be writing letters. Will finish this later, first call for 
mess just blowing must go to formation.  
 
Well, here I am back again. Gainor, dear, you know it’s just like being in the penitentiary 
sure enough, as to be here. Why just think of getting up at 5:45 every morning. You see at 
5:45 we have reveille and in 15 minutes we have to be down for roll call, at 6:15 inspection 
of quarters, 6:25 first call for breakfast and then at 6:30 breakfast. That’s two formations 
already and then when we drill in the morning we have sick call at 7:15 and first call for drill 
at 7:25 and drill at 7:30. Then recall at 8:30. First call for dinner at 12:40, dinner at 12:45. 
You see we have to march to and from meals and the whole is seated at once. We sit in 
company formation, of course. Then at 6:25 we have first call for supper and supper at 6:30. 
We are allowed 30 min. for supper, and 20 minutes liberty after supper. When call to quarters 
is sounded, we have to be in our rooms from this time on unless we have special permission 
to leave. We are allowed ten minutes absence from our rooms. Then at 9:30, we have tattoo 
and taps at 11:00. Everybody has to be in bed then. Call to quarters is just sounding. A 
Freshman is detailed to distribute mail for each company, and also to collect it, but I am 
going to mail this one myself. Sweetheart, just one week ago tonight I was talking over the 
phone with you and you remember, we went over to Martha’s. Every night that goes by, I 
have to think about what we were doing that time last week. Gainor honey, I sure hope that 
you can come down here Thanksgiving and I know that you will try to, won’t you? Goodness 
knows when I will crawl out of this khaki again. I wish I never had brought any suits down 
here. They are just in the way and they make me want to break rules. (Inspection was just 
blown. I forgot to tell you about that. That comes at 7:30 p.m. Now they will come around to 
see if I am in my room.) I know I won’t be able to wear anything but this until Xmas and I 
may have to wear it then. We have to salute all these officers (Army only, not corps) and 
whenever you go down town you hand is continually going up and down. I have gotten now 
so I don’t see them anymore. 
 
I phoned Ethel again Sunday afternoon, and then met she and Boo in town Sunday night and 
we went to a picture show. She looks real well, and Boo looks about 10 times better than he 
did the last time I saw him. I showed Ethel those pictures we took that Sunday, and, Gainor, 
they made her cry. She wants to see you awful bad. You remember the one where you are 
laughing and I look as though I am scratching dirt off of my hands. Well, she sure wanted to 
keep that one, but goodness me nothing doing. If you will, please send me that negative and I 
will give it to her. She doesn’t want me on there. She just wants you. That’s she told me now. 



I sure think she has good judgment because that is what I want also, but sometimes I feel 
awful doubtful. 
 
When you come down here, I sure want you to meet this roommate of mine. You may not 
like him because you really have to know him before he can be understood, but I’ll guarantee 
you that if he wants to he can keep you laughing all the time. 
 
Honey, many thanks for the stamps. I sure will be able to use them. Books for Biology are 
going to cost me 11:50. Three of us are going in together, though, so it won’t be so bad. 
Went to my first French class this morning. I don’t know whether I am going to be a 
Frenchman or not. Also had our first Freshmen Biology class or rather lab this afternoon. It 
was pretty easy because the Wed. section wasn’t very big. Tomorrow’s class will be flooded 
and I expect that quite a # are going to have to be changed. Gainor, dear, that work certainly 
is interesting to me, but it’s awful to get them started. As a rule, boys are much easier to 
“pick things up” and “help themselves” than girls. Now this evening we had 25 girls and 2 
boys and some of them were fierce. Well, I don’t guess that this is very interesting to you and 
I can’t blame you a bit. 
 
I knew just as soon as I got away from up there things would pick up. I guess that there will 
be something doing all the time now. Well, I’m here and can’t help it; wait until you come 
down here. 
 
Don’t ever think that you will have to get an education to talk to me. You have a better one 
now than I have. Honey, look, knowledge isn’t worth a cent if you can’t apply it and you, 
why Gainor, you don’t know how much you do know. 
 
Well, as far as the sermon went last Sunday, I guess it was alright, but I really and truly 
didn’t get to hear very much of it. I just kept thinking about the Sunday before. Well, I might 
as well say that I was in the OC Christian Church because I thought about it so much. 
 
Many thanks for the clipping. That is about the best one I ever read. 
 
I have to go to lab at 7:30 in the morning, you see we don’t have drill until 4:40 on 
Thursdays, and finish a stencil I started this afternoon . 
 
I would give you some of this orange I am eating, but I am afraid you wouldn’t like it. 
 
You know it’s real funny to go down town and have these privates salute you. We are not 
supposed to leave the campus unless we have on a blouse (coat) and when we go downtown 
we look just like officers and just lots of the privates will salute you. 
 
As ever. With love, 
 
Otto 
 


