
December 3, 1916 
Houston, TX 

9:00 a.m. 
2 cents 

 
Miss Gainor Roberts 
131 N. Clinton 
Dallas, Texas 
 
Dear Gainor,  
 
Well, I hardly know how to start this letter because I can’t thank you enough nor in the way I 
would like to for sending me that candy. It certainly was good. “Butter”, “Jack”, “Riggie”, 
“Old Lady” and myself all say so. They were all in the room when my roommate brought it 
up and they would have eaten it all up for me, but I gave each one of them some of it and 
then locked it up. Last night “Tiny” and “Butter” came up and we finished it. You don’t 
know how much I appreciate that. Gainor, whenever you write anything like that it just looks 
and sounds flat, but don’t look at it that way. Say that candy wasn’t very sticky, anyway what 
does that hurt. Candy is candy to we fellows. 
 
How did the game between OC and Denton come out? We played Arizona University and we 
certainly had an exciting game, although, as usual we were outweighed. The Arizona team 
was more like our own than any we have played. They were fast as everything and fought till 
the last minute, but old “Mick” and Vance were simply to (sic) much for them. At the end of 
the first half the score was 20 – 3 in our favor. In the third quarter, coach sent in a sub 
backfield and Arizona came near tying the score, 20 – 16. When the fourth quarter started, 
our regs went back and literally played rings around Arizona, scoring 27 points. I never saw 
so many people at a football game as we had at that one. Both the grandstand and bleachers 
were packed and they had to sell standing room. Wed. afternoon I got a telegram from my 
brother in Austin to see the game to come ahead and he would pay my expenses. That 
certainly was tempting and if it hadn’t been for the Soph. Dance Thursday night, I guess I 
would have gone, but I am glad now that I didn’t because the game here was much better 
than I thought it was going to be, and then it was the last game of for four of our mainstays. 
“Erky” – “Piggy” – “Tiny” – and Mick. Those old fellows certainly played a stellar game. 
Rice has the greatest scoring team in the state of Texas not only for this year, but we have got 
the record, scoring 345 points to our opponents 65. Texas established the record of 339 last 
year, but we beat them this year. I sure wish you could have seen them play just once. Next 
year we play A&M on Thanksgiving Day. 
 
The Freshmen beat the Sophomores in class football today 19 – 14 even that was a good 
game and we have no excuse to offer except that we were playing the second team. That 
makes the Freshmen class champions. The same thing we used to be. Between halves both 
classes had a snake dance, first the Sophomores and then the Freshmen. We treated them 
white for once in our life. When they played the Juniors and tried to snake dance, we broke it 
up by turning the water on them. I think they are all scared we are going to “make the 
rounds” because everything is so quiet and Freshmen are awful scarce.  



Yes, we all wish that A&M had one, but they haven’t got anything but beef and one player. 
 
Why certainly I want to go to a dance Xmas. If I only knew how to dance but all I can do is 
oh well you know or maybe you had better ask Ethel because I have danced with her since I 
have danced with you. But anyway I want to go and with that awful nice ggirl too. 
 
No, I should say I can’t hardly wait until the holidays. I don’t know yet whether the exams 
are over on the 21st or on the 22nd but that means just about three weeks. They will pass awful 
quick and I sure am leaving on the 9:30 Santa Fe the day I get thru. I believe that I will get 
thru by the evening of the 21st but we can’t tell yet. I sure have got to start reviewing or I will 
be blowed up. 
 
Well, I guess it is alright for you to work at nights, but please don’t drink anymore cokes, no 
matter how tired or sleepy you are. I can’t remember when I did have my last one, but it has 
been an awful long time and I get along a whole lot better. Oh, I remember, when I was 
working all night on Saturday, I used to drink them. 
 
Better come down and eat some grapefruits with us. “Riggie” just brought three great big 
ones in and we’ve sent the Freshman after sugar. 
 
Well, the Sophomore dance is over and I am sorter glad of it because there is no more work 
and worry about it. Leading grand marches is alright, but it makes you feel awful 
conspicuous. I certainly did have a good time though really a better one than I had at the 
Freshman dance. I believe everybody did because it was given out here at school and 
everything was decorated and things seemed more homelike. We danced until one o’clock, 
had fifteen dances and a ladies favor. We finished our program for once. That is the first 
dance I have gone to here where the program was finished. It is also the first dance the 
present Sophomore class has given where they didn’t lose money. We made money on that 
dance and it sure tickled me. 
 
Has Teeny moved back to Dallas? 
 
If I can’t walk any better Xmas than I can now, I am afraid that I won’t be able to dance. I 
sprained the arch of my foot about three weeks ago and every time I run or play around a 
little but it gets awful sore. After the dance the other night, I could hardly walk and the next 
morning I thought I was going to have to stay away from classes it hurt so. This afternoon I 
got into that snake dance and now I am paying for it. I got it all bandaged up with tape and 
that helps awhole lot, but still it sure hurts whenever I walk on it.  
 
Oh Gainor, we had the best Thanksgiving dinner. I couldn’t have had more although it might 
have been a greater variety if I had been home. They certainly did feed us. 
 
I am sending you one of the programs of the last game. It has some pretty good pictures in it 
and also the scores of all of our games and then different things about the men who played on 
the team. 
 



Well, I guess I have told about all I know when I say again that I sure wish tomorrow was the 
22nd. 
 
Love –  
 
Otto 
 


