A Mobile Testbed for GPS-Based ITS/IVC and Ad Hoc Routing

Experimentation

Erik Welsh, Patrick Murphy, J. Patrick Frantz
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Rice University, Houston, TX, USA
{welsh,murphpo,jpfrantz}Qrice.edu, http://www.cmc.rice.edu/

Abstract

Past investigations into the formation of ad hoc net-
works and ad hoc routing have focused on computer
simulations of mobile traffic. However, the proliferation
of mobile electronic devices (mobile phones, PDAs, and
laptop computers) combined with the commoditization
of GPS chipsets has made realizable the construction of
a large-scale testbed for both GPS and non-GPS aware
ad hoc network applications. In this paper we present
the Rice University Shuttle Bus Project (RUSH)! as
such a testbed in its first stages of development, in
which we have outfitted the shuttle bus system at Rice
University with custom wireless and GPS hardware.
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[. INTRODUCTION

Imagineif, while getting off ashuttle bus on the way to work,
a passenger makes a voice over ip telephone call using her
wireless enabled Personal Digital Assistant. Packets from
this device are then seamlessly routed between the fixed base
stations of the local infrastructure and other mobile wireless
devicesintheareaenablingthecall to becompleted. Withthe
proliferation of wireless devices, there is an ever increasing
demand for wireless connectivity, anywhereand everywhere.
With this demand, both the local fixed infrastructure and
other mobile nodes in the areaneed to be utilized through ad
hoc routing protocolsin order to provide complete coverage.

Previoudly, in order to evaluate ad hoc network applications
such as GPS and GPS-free routing protocols, researchers
have primarily used simulation. Simulation as an evalua-
tion method has both pros and cons. On the plus side, it
is easy to construct a system and test it. It is aso easy to
make modifications to a proposed system. On the minus
side, simulators can be constrained because of complexity.
For example, most simulatorstend to work inafairly limited
area, about 1 km?, with a small number of hosts, often less
than 50. In addition, simulators rarely address the nature
of awireless channel, which can greatly affect performance
in a mobile environment. Effects such as Doppler shift and
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spread, multipath and fading are seldom included in the sim-
ulation [11]. At best, the channel may be modelled in an
AWGN environment. Furthermore, most simulation mod-
els assume a pseudorandom movement within a given space.
This does not necessarily reflect a real environment. Few
studies have investigated maobile routes which are regular in
their patterns[8, 13].

In order to consider many of these factors, a physical testbed
is needed to analyze ad hoc network applications. There-
fore, we are building the Rice University Shuttle Bus Project
(RUSH). RUSH isahardware and softwaretestbed for anin-
ter vehicle communication (1VC) and intelligent transporta
tion system (ITS) which operates in a peer-to-peer manner
with accessto alimited infrastructure. Peer-to-peer systems
of this type have been studied, but mostly in a simulation
environment [10]. RUSH, on the other hand, offers a true
testbed which includes both GPS-aware mobile and fixed
wireless nodes, since both are becoming i nexpensive enough
to be conceivably put into any device. RUSH currently oper-
ates on the Rice University Campus, a relatively wide area.
Thisallows RUSH to be used to test avariety of applications
that have up to this point only been studied via simulation.

This paper will introduce the various components of the
RUSH system and discuss possible applications that could
use RUSH as a "real-world" test environment. Section 2
will cover the RUSH hardware, while Section 3 will cover
the RUSH software. Then, Section 4 will discuss possible
applications to be used with RUSH. Finally, Section 5 will
offer a summary and future directions of RUSH.

IIl. RUSH HARDWARE

In order to create RUSH, we designed awireless node, Wire-
less Integrated Networked Device (WIND), which can act as
either a GPS-aware fixed basestation or mobile node. The
WIND, as seen in Figure 1, combines common off-the-shelf
components (COTS) with custom PCB design to provide a
platform for ad hoc network applications.

The design for WIND centers around the ETRAX 100LX
processor (not visible in the picture) from Axis Communi-
cations [3], which is capable of running the full Linux 2.4
kernel. Access to the processor is through a development
board, also from Axis Communications [2], which provides
2MB of flash memory, 8VIB of SDRAM and a 10/100 wired
Ethernet connection. The processor is then connected seri-



Figure 1. RUSH Wireless Node (WIND)
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Figure 2. Block Diagram of RUSH WIND

ally through our custom PCB design to both a GPS module
manufactured by Connexant and a class 1 Bluetooth radio
from Taiyo Yuden based on the SiliconWave chipset, as seen
in the block diagram of Figure 2. Class 1 Bluetooth modules
have abroadcast power of 20 dBi and a specified range of ap-
proximately 100 meters. However, experiments have shown
that even with a 0 dBi gain antenna, the class one radios can
have a much farther range [12]. Therefore, we performed
further experimentation with various antennas to determine
to see the range and throughput of the WINDswithin RUSH.

Antenna Experimentation

Sinceit iscritical in most wirel ess applicationsto maximize
the amount of data that can be sent between two wirel ess de-
vices, we tested various antennasto determinetheir through-
put at asafunction of distances away from abasestation. For
our tests, we used four omnidirectional antennas, as seen in
Figure 3, whose specifications are given below:

o (a) GigaAnt 2.4 GHz swivel mount antennawith unity
gan

. (b) Maxrad BMMG24000 magnetic mount antenna
with unity gain

Figure 3. Antennas Used in Testing
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Figure 4. Throughput vs Distance from Basestation
(Fixed Class 1 module and Mobile Class 2 module)

. (c) Maxrad M1G24 tapemount antenna with +4 dBi
gan

o (d) Maxrad BMMG24005 magnetic mount antenna
with +5 dBi gain

In order to test the throughput of the wireless connection,
we first set up a WIND basestation with a class 1 Bluetooth
module using a +4 dBi gain antenna. Since mobile node
might have power limitations, we used aWIND mobile node
with a class 2, 4 dBi, Bluetooth module with a+4 dBi gain
antenna. Thenin a"real world" environment, with multipath
effectsfromtrees, vehiclesand buildings, wetransferred a64
KB filemultipletimesfrom themobilenodeto the basestation
using FTP acrossa TCP/IPlink and observed the throughput.
We then repeated the tests with the two unity gain antennas
to show the performanceincrease of gain antennas. Thegain
antennas give almost the same range as using two class 1
Bluetooth modules[12]. Again, we observed ranges that far
exceeded those specified in the Bluetooth Spec. The results
of these throughput tests can be seen in Figure 4.

From the test, we can see that throughput remains relatively
constant over most of the range of the antenna and then
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Figure 5. Map of RUSH testbed on Rice Campus

falls off sharply as the range continues to increase. The
throughput bitrates are not as high as one might expect give
the Bluetooth standard has a maximum raw data rate of 1
Mbps. This can be attributed to many factors. First, the
internal seria transfer of the files within the node itself was
capped at 460800 bps. Then, there was overhead due to
error correction with the Bluetooth standard [6] as well as
the FTP protocol itself. Inaddition, it iswell known that the
TCP/IP protocol is not well suited for awirelesslink and can
cause additional loss of throughput, and many suggestions
have been made to improveits performance[7]. The +5 dBi
antennawas used aswell in thistest, but we could not form a
reliable connection. However, the +5 dBi antenna was used
successfully in other tests.

Fixed WIND Locations

Based on our tests of throughput, we have currently placed
six WIND basestations around the Rice University campus,
as shown in Figure 5. There are a'so mobile WIND nodes
in six of the Rice University shuttle busses. This not only
formsthe basis of the RUSH testbed, but also allowsthe Rice
University Transportation Office to monitor the movements
of the shuttlesin real-time.

We aso performed tests to see the coverage of one of our
WIND basestations in it's real environment, as seen in Fig-
ure 6. In order to see the maximum range of the WIND
basestation, we equipped the basestation with the +5 dBi
gain antenna, and a mobile WIND node with a +4 dBi gain
antenna. From the figure, we note that the main limitation
to the coverage of the basestation is the presence of build-
ings. Fortunately, due to the nature of the Rice campus,
this still provides good coverage over the paths travelled by
the mobile WIND. However, the wireless node is only the
first step towards making this an easy-to-used testbed for ap-
plication designers. In addition, we noticed an interesting
effect that is not shown in the figure. The coverage shownin
Figure 6 represents successful deviceinquiry and connection
establishment. We did notice that once we established a con-
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Figure 6. Coverage of Single WIND Basestation on the
Rice Campus

nectionto the basestation, we were ableto travel well beyond
the boundary shown in the figure, while keeping the connec-
tion active (usually around an extra 50 meters). Therefore,
the useful rangeis greater than what isindicated in Figure 6.

lll. RUSH SOFTWARE

In order to streamline application devel opment for the RUSH
testbed, we created aflexible set of softwarelibrariesto inte-
grate our hardware, performing common functions, such as
parsing GPS data or providing network services. The code
design was structured from our assessment that the software
portion of the device should provide three main categories of
service: network, sensory input, and control logic. By gen-
eralizing the categories of service, we hope to end up with
amore adaptabl e device, reducing time needed for new fea-
tureimplementation, and create apotentially highly reusable
code base for future projects.

As seen in Figure 7, network and sensory services are in-
tegrated by control code. The control logic takes in com-
mand line arguments specifying which type of network and
sensory devices will be used, desired routing protocol, data
collection interval, and time period for accessing routing de-
cisions. Control then initializes the specified hardware and
begins looping over data collection and data routing at the
specified intervals.

Our current network library is setup to utilize the onboard
Bluetooth network. Driver code is based on the open source
implementation of the Axis OpenBT Stack [4]. The Axis
OpenBT librariesabstract away hardware specific operations
associated with device discovery, establishing a connection
and transferring data. Our changes to the Axis stack were
primarily to add another layer of abstraction and convert the
OpenBT library from a set off command line applicationsto
a structure more suitable to use by other programs.

Sensory input is provided by a custom implementation of a
GPSdevicedriver. The GPSlibrariesoffer theability to parse
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Figure 7. RUSH Software Abstraction Layers

GPS streams of NM EA formatted datainto well-defined data
structures that can be easily accessed.

Finally, we provide documentation on creating applications
for the testbed. Therefore, users do not need to know every
detail of the hardware, merely the strengths and limitations
of the testbed.

IV. POSSIBLE RUSH APPLICATIONS

In developing RUSH, we havetried to providea"real-world"
test environment that targets many applications and future
areas of research. The primary use of RUSH is to provide
real-time tracking information on the shuttle busses for the
Rice University Transportation Office. However, the testbed
was designed to suit many research applications, as well.

Since RUSH combines fixed WINDs with mobile WINDs,
we can use GPS data in novel ways. Mobile WINDs can
have knowledge of where fixed nodes are and use this to
their advantage by determining when they are"inrange” of a
known basestation. Thedistance, D, betweenpoints(x 1,y )
and (z2,y2) onaglobeis given by:

D = R xarccos(coszy * cosxz * cos(yYz — Y1)

+sinzy * sinzs)

where R istheradius of the Earth, approximately 6366.7 km.
By computing thisdistance and combiningit with knowledge
about a WIND’s antenna, any node, mobile or fixed, can
determinewhether it is"inrange" of another node. Thistype
of location aware routing could enhance device discovery in
protocols like Bluetooth [14] and possibly in future wireless
standards.

In addition, scatternet formation and routing in ad hoc net-
works Bluetooth networks is currently and active area of
research [5] and RUSH could be used by researchersat Rice
and elsewhere to verify these organization and routing algo-
rithmsin area environment. Furthermore, as mentioned in
other studies[8], GPS may not always be avail able for accu-
rate location information (e.g. in anindoor environment), so
other methods need to be considered. In a hybrid environ-
ment, with fixed nodes as well as mobile nodes, RSSI plus
adigital compass could be used to determine crude location
information with respect to afixed node. This could be used
to facilitate route discovery and handoffs in a hybrid envi-
ronment. The RUSH project testbed can be used to evaluate
these GPS-free methods, as well.

V. DISCUSSION AND FUTURE WORK

RUSH isstill initsinitial stages of development as atestbed
for ad hoc network applications. Currently, RUSH usesBlue-
tooth to wirelessly transmit data. However, we would like to
expanded this to include other wireless technol ogies such as
802.114, 802.11b and wide-area W-CDMA cellular technol-
ogy. We envision that future WIND devices will operatein
a multitier environment in which connections can be made
across different wireless media[1]. The hardware for such a
multitier system is currently under development at Rice [9].
Also, wewould like to expand RUSH to include many more
WINDs than are currently in the network. For example, we
would like to include the maintenance carts used on campus,
as well as the cars of students and staff. Finally, we would
like to work with other research groupsto help port existing
ad hoc network applications over to RUSH.
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