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Summary
This module uses a letter by Anastasio Bustamante, third President of Mexico, in order to comment
on the ideology of pan-Americanism in the 19th century.

Pan-Americanism in the Wake of Latin American Independence
A significant purpose of the ‘Our Americas’ Archive Partnership (http://oaap.rice.edu/) is to promote the study of
the Americas, its history and its culture, from a hemispheric perspective, rather than a strictly national one.
Several of the documents contained in the archive illustrate the complex network of connections among spaces
throughout the Americas. One holding that gestures in this direction is an extremely brief letter, dated September
30  of 1830, written from Anastasio Bustamante to the President of the Republic of Bolivia. Though he continues
to refer to himself in the letter as the Vice President of Mexico, Bustamante was actually serving as interim
president at the time, having helped to force out the country’s second president, Vicente Guerrero. Bustamante
would serve as president twice more during his lifetime, from 1837 to 1839 and from 1839 to 1841. The main
thrust of the letter is an insistence that Mexico’s and Bolivia’s fortunes are intertwined and that the young nations
should behave accordingly. It offers us a rare early look at pan-American thinking, an ideology in favor of Latin
American partnership that would evolve over the course of the nineteenth century.
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Anastasio Bustamante y Oseguera

Figure 1. A portrait of Bustamante during his first term as President of Mexico.
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Most of the Spanish American republics gained their independence within a few years of each other, though
some, such as Cuba, would not do so until many years later. In addition to Bustamante’s letter, the Americas
Archive is in possession of first-run editions of the Peruvian and Chilean constitutions. (All three documents can
be found physically at Rice University’s Woodson Research Center.) Following is a table that lists several Latin
American republics and the years when they declared their sovereignty.

Year of Independence Nation(s)

1811 Paraguay

1816 Argentina

1818 Chile

1819 Colombia

1821 Mexico, Panama, Venezuela

1822 Ecuador

1824 Peru

1825 Bolivia

1838 Costa Rica, Nicaragua

1839 Guatemala

1840 El Salvador, Honduras

Though political figures such as Thomas Jefferson articulated versions of it in the early 1800s, pan-Americanism
is most frequently traced back to the Latin American revolutionary Simón Bolívar. Bolívar led the fight for
Colombian independence and subsequently served as the President of Gran Colombia from 1821 to 1830. He is
also credited with playing a major role in the successful independence movements of Venezuela, Ecuador,
Panama, Peru, and Bolivia (which was named in his honor). For a detailed examination of his life and
sociopolitical impact, see John Lynch’s Simón Bolívar: A Life. Coordinating these emerging republics into some
sort of affiliation became a primary interest of Bolívar’s in his final years. Supporters of pan-Americanism felt that
the shared histories of Spanish colonialism and anti-colonial revolution should translate into common agendas on
economic, political, social, and diplomatic matters. The first pan-American congress, organized by Bolívar, took
place in Panama in 1826. There were additional congresses in 1847/48 (Peru), 1856/57 (Chile), and 1864
(Peru). In 1889/90, the International Conference of American States was held in Washington, D.C. The final day
of this conference, April 14, has been celebrated since 1930 as Pan American Day. Early versions of pan-
Americanism posited the old European imperial powers as a continuing threat, while later articulations – such as
those by Cuban nationalist José Martí (/contents/c218625a-bfae-4414-a35c-7f64a3f7cfa7) – regarded potential
hemispheric dominance by the United States as a catalyst for Latin American alliances.

https://cnx.org/contents/c218625a-bfae-4414-a35c-7f64a3f7cfa7


Although Bustamante’s letter is short on specifics, he is clearly trying to steady the political turmoil in Mexico by
stabilizing relations with nearby republics. One of his main goals is to assure Mexico’s neighbors that the
country’s new administration will maintain friendly ties with them, writing, “My first task was to inform you of
Mexico’s neighboring Republics, whose interests are so similar as to require a close relationship. Similarly, the
large distances and the lack of communication between this nation and Bolivia have delayed the establishment
of closer ties, the development of which I have greatly desired with much satisfaction.” Bustamante is clearly
utilizing the language and philosophies of pan-Americanism in seeking international validation for his presidency.
He keeps an eye on the future as he goes on to write, “This objective will be achieved if the United States of
Mexico and that Republic develop a close relationship. Indeed such a relationship would be mutually beneficial
for both countries and I am passionately committed to the achievement of this objective” (see Figure 2).

The letter shows that as the nineteenth century progressed, Latin American leaders came to view their nations
as part of a larger inter-American network and specific economic, political, and cultural exchanges would result
from this worldview. The ideals of pan-Americanism as envisioned by Bolívar and others would never be
realized, but it did grow into a defining political philosophy of the nineteenth-century Americas. Ultimately,
Bustamante’s letter, along with a host of other documents located in the Americas Archive, provides
unprecedented insight into this philosophy for the interested teacher, student, and scholar. These documents
could play significant roles within a variety of classroom situations, particularly those devoted to either
hemispheric American or, more specifically, Latin American studies.
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Carta de Anastasio Bustamente, el Vicepresidente de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos a Andres de Santa Cruz y
Calahumana, Presidente de la Republica de Bolivia, 30 septiembre, 1830

Figure 2. A portion of Bustamante's actual letter.
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Source documents 

Carta de Anastasio Bustamante, el Vice presidente de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos a Andres de Santa 

Cruz y Calahumana, Presidente de la Republica de Bolivia, 30 de septiembre 1830 

https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9231 

 

Constitucion para la Republica Peruana 

https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9250 

 

Constitucion politica de la Republica de Chile 

https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/9239 
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