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Learned Foote: Okay, so, yes we are recording. I am here with Brenda Denzler, author of 
"Lure of the Edge" and I actually have a copy of the book right here.  And again, I've said this 
before, just want to reiterate how excited we are to receive the donation, that you gave to the 
library, the way you've contributed to the research.   It's really powerful to see these documents 
taking form and taking shape in this archive.  So, we're so grateful. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Well, as, as I've said before, I am grateful to Jeff Kripal, to Rice 
University, and to all the people who have made this possible because it's something that needed 
to be done, and I'm so pleased that an academic library has seen the value of this.  I'm really glad 
to contribute my little two cents. 
 
Learned Foote: Wonderful.  So, this can be a very free-flowing conversation.  I do have 
some questions prepared to maybe kick us off. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Okay. 
 
Learned Foote: So, one of the first things is, I think, about this book.  It came out in 2001, 
so it's been now about 2 decades.  Since then, we've seen some developments in the UFOlogy 
field.  I'm thinking of some of the New York Times stories from, say, 2017.  Leslie Kean worked 
on some of these.  We've seen information on government funding for UFO research which 
again is no surprise, as you point out in your book, and I'm curious.  Do you see the field having 
changed since your book was published, or do you think we're following the same trajectory that 
was laid down in your, in your analysis of the movement? 
 
Brenda Denzler: Well, I'm not following the movement very closely nowadays.  I followed 
it pretty closely for a little while, and then in 2009 I was diagnosed with inflammatory breast 
cancer and everything kinda shifted for me at that point and I haven't, you know, in terms of 
where the focus of my life is, the focus of my interests, I haven't given as much thought or 
attention to the UFO field since then.  When I do dip into it from time to time and kind of see 
what's been going on, to me it feels like same song, 42nd verse.  You know, this is what the UFO 
field seems to be like.  If there were a government announcement tomorrow that we had made 
contact with an alien life form, an intelligent alien life form, I would be really surprised.  But on 
the other hand, after I finished my dissertation, which is basically the book, I was looking around 
for academic positions and to keep body and soul together for a time I worked as a temp as a 
local university.  It was a big university, a research university, and I was working in a department 
where we were writing a grant.  There was big, big money was involved, and we needed the 
signature of somebody fairly high up in the university financial administration to sign off on this.  
So I was told to go and get the signature.  So I trod over to the office with the papers in hand, and 
this guy that I need to talk to is on the phone.  He motions for me to come in and so I, you know, 



step into his office, and he continues with his phone call and I'm looking around and I see that 
there's a bookshelf – a nice big, tall bookshelf on one side and it's got a display of photographs 
from the Hubble Space Telescope and a plaque with this guy's name on it thanking him for 
15 years of service in, you know, working on the Hubble Space Telescope.  So he gets off the 
phone.  We conduct our business.  He signs the papers.  He wants to make a photocopy for his 
records of course.  As we're walking out I say, "Huh, I noticed that you worked on the Hubble 
Telescope."  You know, at that point Congress was debating whether to renew the finding for the 
Hubble Telescope and the UFO community was all, you know, in an uproar saying, "They're not 
gonna refund it.  They're gonna take it, you know, black ops where even if it's still working, we'll 
never know.  And they're gonna defund it because it's showing too much of the things that we 
shouldn't know, and so they're not, you know."  So the UFO community was all up in, you know, 
a dither about this.  So I asked this guy.  He had worked for 15 years on it.  I said, "So, do you 
think Congress is gonna refund the Hubble?"  He said, "Ugh, yeah."  He says, "This is a dance."  
He said it's the same dance every time funding comes up and, you know, there's this whole big 
hullabaloo about whether or not it'll be refunded or not, and, and it always is.  He says, "This is 
just, like, you know, a game.  It's the steps to a dance, but it'll be refunded."  And I said, "Well, 
good."  I said I'm, you know, "I wrote my dissertation on UFOs and the alien abduction 
movement, and I you know, kinda all the people in the UFO community are really, you know, 
upset and ajar about this.  So I'll pass along what you said."  And at that point he looked at me 
and he said, "Huh," he said, you know, and then he looked around like this to see who was 
nearby, who might be able to hear him.  And he said – he lowered his voice just a little bit – he 
said, "You know, before I worked here", meaning at this university, he said, "I worked at" and he 
named a large, very well-known research institute that does a lot of Department of Defense grant 
work.  He said, you know, "I worked in purchasing, but because if you have a half a brain and 
you work in purchasing, you can kinda figure out what these guys are workin' on.  And I had to 
have a top-secret security clearance."  And I said, "Oh, wow, that's interesting."  He said, "One 
day, one of the scientists came in and he was checking on some of the stuff he'd ordered, and we 
talked for a minute.  Then I said, "Looks like you're working on some really interesting stuff 
there.'"  He said the guy was ordering huge, extremely powerful communications equipment.  
And I said, "You mean, like, for SETI?  You know, for, for listening for signals?"  He said no.  
This was to broadcast.  And I said, "Oh.  Really?"  And the guy I was talking to said that the 
scientist looked at him and said he, he had just observed to the scientist that it looked the 
scientist was working on something really interesting, and the scientist just looked at him and 
said, "Let's just say there's something here," and pointed to the sky.  Now, what do you do with 
that?  I mean I didn’t go looking for this.  It just happened to come up, you know?  And so, on 
the one hand, if there was an announcement tomorrow that we had contacted intelligent alien 
lifeform, I would be surprised.  But on the other hand, when I think of that experience, I think 
well, you never know.  Could be.  So I do believe that if and when an announcement comes, it's 
not likely to come as a part of any kind of scenario that would give credence to the UFO meme, 
and I think that's simply because mainstream, the center of our culture, would not be comfortable 
with that, so they'll frame it in some other context that will push UFO stuff to the side, whether 
or not it should be or could remain there, but I think that's probably what would happen. There's 
a short answer. 
 
Learned Foote: That was a great story.  And I appreciate the sense of, sometimes there's, 
people will be making statements, but it doesn’t become something concrete, and then the 



question is, when it does become concrete, what is on the table and what's not on the table 
anymore.  I do want to follow up, and I would like to ask a question at some point about, sort of, 
what you mentioned, that you didn’t choose this, you know, in terms of the research, and I'm 
curious about how it, how it started. But before that, I wondered if we could go back to one of 
your initial comments, when you were talking about your cancer diagnosis and how that affected 
you.  And I'm thinking about, you know, you've published, articles on curetoday.com, talking 
about your experience, and in an article from March of this year, you talked about surviving, or 
facing the apocalypse three times.  And that was No. 1, being part of a, you know, a religious 
cult as a young woman; No. 2, facing cancer; and No. 3, living in the time of COVID.  And I'm 
curious about these notions of apocalypse, and I mean just to hear more about that.  But is there a 
connection between these apocalypses that you write about and the other research that you've 
done, or do these, really are they existing in, you know, separate worlds, so to speak? 
 
Brenda Denzler: For me, they're like peas in a pod.  They're separate peas, but they're all in 
one pod.  It's, it's a feeling that life seems to be determined that I'm going to get used to feeling, 
and it's going to be thrown at me until I finally get to where when it's thrown at me, I go, "Oh, 
this again."  And it doesn’t upset me.  But yeah.  It's the feeling that your world is ending, the 
world as you knew it is gone and it's never coming back.  It's never going to come back.  The 
reality that you knew is over, is really jarring.  So, in that sense, it all has a kind of continuity to 
me.  I think maybe a lot of people don’t experience that very often in their lives, and so, like a 
friend of mine, when COVID hit, she talks about having just broken down into sobbing tears 
several times a day when we went into lockdown.  And, you know, I understand that.  I mean, I 
was pretty discombobulated by the whole thing too, but that feeling that it's gone.  The life that I 
knew, the life that I had, it's gone.  You know, how could this happen?  I understood that.  And I 
think the feeling, no matter what event it is that causes it, I think the feeling is probably fairly 
universal. 
 
Learned Foote: Thank you.  It's making me think of, I studied Buddhism a lot at Rice, and 
it makes me think of the impermanence of things and sort of the sense of, you know, the life that 
you live now is not the life that, that was before, and that's inevitable, that change. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Right. 
 
Learned Foote: And then what effects does that have on a culture, especially when those 
changes can be so destructive, as, for example, COVID has been. 
 
Brenda Denzler: You know, I love Buddhism as a philosophy, but I make a really lousy 
Buddhist.  I mean, I just can't do it, you know, and, yeah.  Yeah, I can't be a Buddhist.  I mean, I 
think it's lovely. Won't work for me. 
 
Learned Foote: Yeah.  So I'm curious, could you talk a little bit about what sort of was, 
what motivated you to start studying UFOs from an academic perspective.  And I'm especially 
thinking in 2001, you know, the academic rewards for studying UFOs were a bit meager. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Slim. 
 



Learned Foote: Exactly. But you wrote your dissertation, you wrote a book conducting 
this research.  And I'm curious about, sort of, what motivated you to take this academic 
perspective on these issues? 
 
Brenda Denzler: Necessity. I had finished my preliminary exams, and religion has been at 
the center of my life for, like, ever.  And after I had been in my fundamentalist religious cult –
and I will use the word cult, although I know that's not proper academic speak, but that's okay.  
I'm not a proper academic.  I was in my fundamentalist religious cult.  After I got out, I 
continued to be absolutely centered and captivated by religion, which is why I ultimately chose 
to go to grad school and get a PhD in religious studies.  I found the experience of grad school to 
be desiccating. It seemed like all of the juicy in life was drained out by the academic approach to 
everything.  And I understand the value of it.  I understand the need for it, especially when you 
get into subject areas that can be really juicy, but it just, it just had dried me out as a person.  So, 
to reward myself, after I had passed my prelims, I went back and picked up a book that I had 
seen in the bookstore, Whitley Strieber's Communion.  Had a picture of a funny-looking creature 
on the front of it, but it said Communion.  Well that's a religious thing, right?  And, then it said, 
"A true story."  And I thought Communion, funny-looking creature, true story?  I'm not much of 
a one for fiction.  I don't have a lot of fiction in my personal library.  I gravitate mostly toward 
nonfiction, so "a true story," that caught my eye.  I decided that I would treat myself post 
prelims, by reading Communion, so I put my kids to bed, got into bed myself, pulled the covers 
up over my knees and started reading.  And I'd read a few pages in the book, and I'd go, "Ah, 
come on," and then I'd read a few more pages, and I'd think "Oh my God.  He's telling the truth."  
And I'd read a few more pages, and I'd say, "Ah, he's gotta be, you know, I mean, he writes 
horror fiction for a living." I mean, this guy, and what is more compelling in a horror story than 
one that pretends and claims to be true?  And then I'd read a few more pages, and I found myself 
pulling the covers up closer to my neck and looking around at the dark corners of my room, and 
then I'd read a little bit more and, and it went on like that.  I finally skipped to the back of the 
book.  I don't normally do this, but I skipped to the back of the book, and I thought, okay, 
somewhere in, at the very end, he's gonna say, "I was only fooling."  And he didn’t.  So, I went 
back and continued reading the book, and I was alternately fascinated, horrified, and I felt 
compellingly drawn to this narrative, and there's actually a reason for that, which we can get into 
later, but I was compelled, just, I was drawn to this narrative.  It spoke to me somehow.  So, in 
the weeks and months to come, I continued to read broader, more broadly and broadly in the 
UFO literature, especially focusing on abductions at first, while I continued to try to do my 
normal academic work.  And I began to realize, the more I read, that there was, an academic, 
subject here.  There was a whole area where academics had virtually, very, very seldom taken 
the subject matter seriously as something that ought to be looked at even just from a sociological 
point of view, a religious point of view, a psychological point of view. It hadn’t, it had been very 
poorly and unevenly studied, with, you know, some notable exceptions:  Thomas Bullard, Ron 
Westrum, Jacques Vallee, I'm missing somebody, but I'll think of it in a minute.  Thomas, oh, I 
said Thomas Bullard.  So, I began to realize that I had been wanting, ever since not being a 
fundamentalist anymore, I had been very interested in centers and peripheries.  What's the 
center?  What's normal?  What's, you know, the norm?  What's peripheral?  What's not the norm, 
not right, loosey goosey?  Who decides?  How do they decide?  You know, who gets advantaged 
in this, and who gets disadvantaged?  What are the power dynamics involved?  And I realized 
that, watching a group like this with those kinds of questions in mind, over the turn of the 



millennium, could make for, a great post PhD project.  So, I began, you know, really kind of 
paying attention to all of this while I was also trying to work on my dissertation.  The 
dissertation, my dissertation advisor and I had been thrown together by circumstance.  We did 
not choose each other.  We were thrown together and tried to make the best of it, but it really did 
not work well.  And I was having a bit of difficulty getting things past her.  So, and I went to the, 
associate dean.  I went to the associate dean of the graduate school and said, "Can I have more 
time," and, you know, and I kinda got teary and said, "Well this is what's going on, and I don't 
know, maybe I'm just not cut out to be an academic.  Maybe I don't have what it takes."  And he 
said – he knew me because we had worked on some projects together.  I mean, he didn’t know 
me well, but he knew me.  And he said, "Well, you might be right, you know, maybe you don't 
have what it takes to be an academic but," he said, "one person isn't who should decide that."  He 
said, "It sounds to me like your committee isn’t working for you."  And I said, "Well, not very 
well."  And he said, "Is there another topic that you could study."  And immediately, I mean, my 
mood lightened, my heart picked up and I said, "Well, you know, there is another topic I could 
pursue in the field that I've been studying in the subdiscipline area but," I said, "You know what 
really needs to be done.  I've been doing –"  I said, "Now don't, don't jump to conclusions here, 
but I've been working on collecting information about the UFO and alien abduction movement."  
And I proceeded to go into, you know, high academic mode with, you know, all the verbiage, all 
the very dry intellectual, the whole, you know, let me present this academically, and he bought it.  
I said, "The thing is, I can't do this with the, you know, in the subfield that I've been working in.  
I've got to, I would have to change, and I don't know how to make that happen."  He said, "Well, 
did you know that I don’t just approve the time schedules, I also approve committees, and if 
yours isn’t working for you, and you need a new one to pursue this topic,"  he says, "I can, help 
make that happen."  I said, "Really?"  And thus it was.  I never spoke to my advisor again.   He 
contacted her and said, "She wants out."  My advisor said "okay."  I got two new advisors on 
board.  I had to onboard them with the UFO stuff.  They had to onboard me with some of the 
subdiscipline stuff in their field, so we had to kinda get together, but it was at that point that I 
was able to take this from just a fanciful reading of a book just for fun after prelims and it 
became my actual academic focus.  The end. 
 
Learned Foote: That’s so interesting to hear, and I'm thinking back on, to what you said at 
the beginning, on religion being the center of your world, sort of, growing up, and how that 
impacted.  and I identify because I was also raised in a very fundamentalist, evangelical, cult, 
quote-unquote. 
 
Brenda Denzler: I figured you were. 
 
Learned Foote: And I shared, sort of, like, there's the concern about the word, but there's 
also the very real dynamics that are often at play there.  And I also, sort of - it's interesting what 
you were saying about the center and periphery and what is the norm and not the norm and, Jeff 
Kripal's, you know, the program at Rice with many scholars involves sort of, what is considered 
heresy?  What is considered not heresy?  And this idea of – 
 
Brenda Denzler: I love heresy. 
 



Learned Foote: Right exactly.  What fits into the center and periphery and making that 
connection, you know, religiously to how does the UFO movement play out, I just think is, is 
very resonant. And my next question was going to be, one of the things that I most appreciated 
about the book is that you placed religion very front and center in your analysis.  And it kind of 
sounds like that it was a bit of happenstance, like you had already done all of your prelims, like 
you had sort of the background, and then you chose the subject, afterwards. So the story you told 
explains how it was that religion came to be front and center, but I'm curious if you could talk a 
little bit more, religion and science, really and the dynamic between religion and science. How 
did that sort of interpretation affect the way that you were, approaching the material? 
 
Brenda Denzler: Because science is at the center of modern world, especially in the 
technological west, science is at the center of what defines, what's real, what's normal, what's 
right, what's good.  And religion, has always played around with aspects of reality that don't 
necessarily fit into that mold.  And so I was constantly, I mean, to this day, I engage with, 
struggle with, the issue of what's normal to think or believe and what's irrational, silly, you 
know, unfounded, dangerous, and, and where those boundaries lie.  I still struggle with them.  
When I was in the academic world, those boundaries were set for me, and of course, I had to 
kind of break through them and, and violate them a bit.  But, science is – so as I read the UFO 
stuff, there was always this dynamic between believing the material exactly as it was presented; 
you know, these people were telling the truth, these things happened, and the scientific point of 
view, which would say well, the thing, something happened perhaps, but if something happened, 
it was Venus on the horizon.  It was, you know, through the trees.  It was this.  It was that.  And 
sometimes, those explanations made really good sense, and sometimes they didn’t.  You know, if 
you, if you were going to believe what the witnesses reported, just as this event happened, that 
event, that event, and you weren't gonna call them liars, so you were gonna take their reports at 
face value.  Science didn’t always, science didn’t always meet, so there was this struggle 
between, you know, what's the center?  What's science?  What does science have to say about it?  
What can science say about it?  And what's more at the periphery, and why is it at the periphery?  
does it need to be there?  Does it belong there?  And the question became how do people within 
the UFO field manage those, those two competing explanatory frameworks?  How do they 
manage the centers and peripheries? Does that answer your question? 
 
Learned Foote: Absolutely. 
 
Brenda Denzler: I'm not sure I even remember what the question was exactly. 
 
Learned Foote: It was what motivated the focus on religion and science, and I was very 
struck with the idea of, sort of, you know, science gives us framework for the world, and then 
there's these aspects that don't necessarily fit within the scientific paradigm, and so how does, 
you know, science's central place within the culture then define the periphery, and how do those, 
you know, how do those power struggles take place in the broader culture, but also the UFO, you 
know, movement or discourse or – 
 
Brenda Denzler: And the thing is, you can see the – I'm gonna turn on the light here and see 
if I get rid of the pink glow.  Oh, not really, but I do look well-lit from one side.  Okay, forget 
that. You see the same thing happening with regard to the whole COVID thing and the situation 



that obtained with our departed ex-president.  The battle over what's science and what's not. 
What's central and what's not central?  What's real and what's, what's truth?  I mean, course that 
happened on so many levels with him, but I mean, it's, it's a very real, a very real human problem 
I think. I think we're, I think human societies and human individuals are always defining and 
redefining and then re-redefining what, really is central and really matters. And what is 
peripheral and silly and illogical, irrational, irreligious, heretical, you know. 
 
Learned Foote: Yes. Yeah, it's a tricky question and especially with the points you raise in 
terms of, like, COVID, and the level of, and the election, frankly.  Like, the level of 
disinformation and conspiracy that, that circulate. And in some ways you can kind of see these 
conspiracies kind of coming from, you know, the center.  Like, it's like the sort of, the far reaches 
of the internet really coming to, like, the center of American government. So you see sort of see 
that flow between the center and the periphery, and, you know, you can think of what is the 
center and the periphery in different ways.  Like, you might but different, actors in those points. 
But from that perspective, there's a frightening element, when the periphery sort of, closes in, so 
to speak. 
 
Brenda Denzler: The way I got out of the fundamentalist new religious movement that I 
belonged to, was actually – you know, it was fundamentalist.  It was very conservative.  But it 
was actually by going further right.  And, in my reading.  Of course reading anything that wasn’t 
put out by the church was actually a no-no, but, you know, I was bound to be a heretic sooner or 
later, right?  So, but in order to read something that was not that different, just a little more so 
than what my church thought, I went further and further right, and it became, you know, political 
stuff, sociological, religious, I mean, it was – and when I started getting things in plain brown 
wrappers with no return address, that's when I knew that I had obviously read my way into 
territory that was pretty marginal. And it felt that, these people felt they had to protect 
themselves, from scrutiny by covering up their, you know, the overt tracks.  Well, you know, 
now of days, you can get it on the internet.  You don't have to send away for it.  You can get it on 
the internet.  I ultimately rejected all of that.  I mean, I did that for a while.  It got my brain 
moving again and got me thinking, you know, being able to ask new questions, coming up with 
new answers that my church had not pre-provided for me.  And, as I began to think and, and 
question it, ultimately said well that's what the far right says.  I wonder what the far left says.  
So, I started reading the far left stuff.  I figure that somewhere the FBI has a file on me that says 
this woman doesn’t know what she believes, and it's true.  I didn’t, you know.  So I went far left 
for a while, and it didn’t take me as long reading the far left stuff to say eh, you know, they 
sound just like the far right people.  They just have different bogeymen, but it all sounds the 
same.  And so I came back to what I think is a somewhat more centrist, kind of point of view.  I 
was very, very upset to see the events that happened in the last 4 years and everything that's 
come to pass.  It, you know, the Bible talks about a dog returning to its vomit, a phrase I'm sure 
you're familiar with, and that's exactly what I felt like.  For me, for the country to drag me back 
into that whether I liked it or not.  It felt like a dog returning to its vomit, and I hated it.  I hope 
we're past it.  I don't know if we are.  I hope we are, but we'll see. 
 
Learned Foote: Absolutely.  I wanted to do sort of a, it's a little bit of, maybe a bit of a 
tangent but perhaps relates to some of the things that we have been talking about. So in the book 
Lure of the Edge, you talk about how many people asked you if you had a, like, personal 



encounter that kind of like sparked the study, and you know, you said no in the book, and we 
talked about today, your experience reading Communion, that wasn’t the case.  And at the same 
time, within the book, you're very much centering personal experience.  You're focusing on 
people's accounts of what they experienced and you know, what that felt like to them and what 
they what they did with that, so I'm curious as to – and abduction.  Like, you very, like from the 
beginning you were focusing on abduction, which has, again, that experiential quality. So I'm 
curious as to how does your notion of experience or personal experience, as a scholar, how to 
study it?  Like, how do you assess those accounts?  How did you think about experience when, 
when doing this research? 
 
Brenda Denzler: I took my inspiration from the field of anthropology where the idea is you 
go in, you study a culture, and you take that culture as it presents itself to you.  You don't say, 
you know, oh, you know, well your gods are cute, but of course they're useless. They don't 
really, you know, they, to you they may be cute, but to these people they are real, powerful 
entities that, that act, on the human world.  And, you know, you have to honor that that is, that is 
real for those people and, be able to put yourself into their world far enough that you can take 
whatever they say and show you at face value and then also be able to step back and say, you 
know, from an outsider, from a peripheral perspective, you know, to compare, for that culture, 
I'm on the periphery and they're center.  And from a peripheral perspective, from my world 
perspective, you know, how do I, how can I think about this?  You know, how does that change 
with, compare with how they think about it?  It was just important.  That’s how I, that's where I 
got my academic inspiration.  I had a source of personal inspiration, but at the time, I was 
unaware of it.  You want the story? 
 
Learned Foote: Yeah, absolutely. 
 
Brenda Denzler: As I said, when I read Communion, I was drawn to the trope of being 
taken out of your bed and being, having things forcibly done to you and then being returned. The 
idea of the beings robed in white. It resonated with me for reasons that I couldn’t explain.  It 
resonated with me personally, and I had no idea why.  I've had other experiences similar to that.  
For instance, I participated in 1985 in a National Endowment for the Humanities summer 
seminar, and as a part of our group experience, we went to hear Vietnam veterans talk, and they 
talked about post traumatic stress disorder.  And I glommed onto that.  I mean, it was like wow.  
It, it just, it resonated with me, but I couldn’t tell you why.   I mean because, God knows I've 
never been to war.  I'd never even lived in a war zone. Same kind of thing, with battered and 
abused women and children. You know, I’m divorced, but I can promise you, my ex-husband, 
we never had an abusive relationship, no. Abused children, no. I wasn’t, I wasn’t abused.  And I 
looked and looked and looked in my past and said why do I feel so, so like these people, and yet 
I'm not like, I'm clearly not like them.  I've never seen a UFO.  I've never been abducted.  I can't 
find the least questionable event in my life that might be like a hint or a clue that there has been 
an abduction experience.  Just, just nothing. The advantage to having those feelings is that it 
really did enable me to do what an anthropologist should do, which is approach the subject 
matter on its own merits, on its own terms, and you know believe that, at least provisionally for a 
while.  Believe that.  Take that for what it's, you know, the reality of it.  And in 2009, I was 
diagnosed with inflammatory breast cancer, and within a couple of days, I was having, I was 
informed that I needed to have a port, which is a little device, so those who've it, lived in cancer 



lines you know what a port is, that basically, it's a little medical device that they insert 
underneath your skin, and then run a tube from the port down into your heart so that they deliver 
the medicines by putting the needle through in that port, and then, you know, they go into your 
system, rather than having to access a vein every time.  And, it also helps to save your veins a 
little bit because some of that chemo can be really caustic.  So, I had never heard of a port, and I 
was having a lot of time, a lot of difficulty accepting the fact that I had a very aggressive form of 
cancer.  My plan that if I ever got cancer, I would never cut, burn and poison myself.  I would 
use all natural, holistic methods to deal with it.  I, I, you know, 8 months before I had refused to 
buy a cancer rider on my health-insurance policy because the rider would only pay for cut, burn, 
poison.  And I was, I would, you know, I would never do that.  Eight months later I was 
diagnosed with inflammatory breast cancer, so I'm struggling with this whole, you need to do 
conventional treatment.  I don't wanna do conventional treatment.  You need to do conventional 
treatment if you're gonna live.  I don't wanna do it, and then they say, not only do you have to 
allow us to give you these really toxic chemicals, but you have to allow us to put in a device that 
will dump them straight into your heart, and that was the straw.  I totally freaked out.  Pacing, 
sobbing, crying, just, you know, shouting – I live out in the country, so I can shout.  Won't go, 
won't bother the neighbors.  You know, shouting to die.  "Ooh," you know, "No, this can't be.  
This can't be happening.  There's got to be another way. " And I wore myself out one day with 
this, with this anger and anxiety and, over having a port.  And I though, finally one night late at 
night, about 3 days after my diagnosis, I sat down in my rocking chair, exhausted, and I thought, 
I've heard of chemo.  Everybody's heard of chemo.  I've heard of radiation.  Everybody's heard of 
radiation for cancer.  Why hasn’t any, why have I never heard about a port?  I never knew such a 
thing existed and what it does.  This is evil.  This is awful.  This is barbaric.  Why didn’t 
anybody, why doesn’t anybody talk about this?  And all of a sudden, the light dawned.  The 
reason nobody talks about it is it's no big deal to anybody.  You know, that's why they don't talk 
about it.  Which then made me think, well why is it such a big deal to me?  This is odd, you 
know, what' going on here, and it all of a sudden, it just, it all fell into place. It was, oh my God, 
I've got PTSD.  And I knew exactly where.  I knew exactly, the minute I realized.  When I was 
5 years old, I had a couple of back-to-back hospitalizations.  The first one was a tonsillectomy, 
and there's reason to believe that – they were using ether back on those days, so there's the nasty 
cone coming down over your face.  I remember it.  I remember it very clearly. And that nasty 
smell, and I think that I began to come out of the sedation before the surgeon could finish his 
work.  He was trying to remove my left tonsil, and, when I began to come out of it.  Well, he was 
apparently at a place where he couldn’t stop, but on the other hand, they couldn’t put a mask 
over my nose in order to put me back under, so that was trauma No. 1.  And by the way, the 
reason I think it was the left tonsil is because there's a little remnant of tonsil that's still there, 
which we found when we were doing all the scans for the cancer, we found that little remnant of 
tonsil inflamed, and so I think that, you know, he was hurrying up to try to get done because I 
was, was waking up, is what I believe.  So that's trauma No. 1. Before I had had the 
tonsillectomy, 2 years before that, my parents had twin girls that, died shortly after birth. Long 
story.  Short version is that what I learned from that was that the hospital is where you go to die.  
You know, I was 3 years old at the time when the twins were born.  My parents had told me that 
Mommy was having a baby.  They didn’t know it was twins.   That mommy was having a baby, 
and she'd bring home the baby from the hospital, but low and behold, Mommy comes home, and 
there is no baby, and Mommy is depressed and crying for a long time. Shortly after the twins had 
died, I had an asthma attack.  I had to tell my mother that she needed to call the doctor.  She was 



just that out of it.  I mean, she was so depressed.  She, wasn’t thinking straight.  The doctor made 
house calls, came to the house.  They sent me to the hospital, put me in an oxygen tent at the age 
of 3, and my mother said that she was not allowed to be in the room with me while they put me 
in the tent, and but she could hear my crying, "I don't wanna die.  I don't wanna die.  I don't 
wanna die."  So, as a 3 year old, that's the message I got about hospitals, that's where you go to 
die.  As a 5 year old, I have the tonsillectomy, and there's reason to believe that I was waking up 
from the ether.  I was incompletely anesthetized for this.  Twelve weeks later I was back in the 
hospital.  When the doctor put me in, he didn’t think I'd come out alive.  I had infectious 
hepatitis.  I had to be put in a room in isolation.  This was in 19 – early January of 1959.  Back in 
those days, parents were not allowed to stay with their children in the hospital, so I was in 
isolation in that room, alone a lot. My arm was hooked up to an IV, and I was told not to, to 
move my arm because if I did, the needle that was in my arm could come off and travel into my 
heart and kill me.  Tell that to a 5 year old. One night, I don't remember a lot about the 
experience.  I had flashes of memories, but not a continuous memory of that time period, but I do 
remember one night, there were people up to my right, up by my head, and they were wearing 
white coats, they were dressed in white, just a small, little amount of people, but they were 
talking about me.  I don't, I had no idea what they were saying, but it was very clear they were 
talking about me, and then, the, it was nighttime because here was a light on over my bed, you 
know, back, up here, over my head, and the next thing I knew, they were, they picked me up out 
of my bed, rolled me down a brightly lit hallway into a room.  They turned me, where my left 
side was down, and my right side was up.  And they held me down, they just physically 
restrained me, and somebody that was sitting in front of me took a long metal thing and kept 
poking it into my side, my, low down in, in my left abdomen, and he kept saying over and over 
again, "Does this hurt?  Does this hurt?  Does this hurt?"  And it was like, you know, is it 
supposed to 'cause you know. My mom totally got – I mean, what's a 5 year old to think, you 
know?  My mom told me that she, that at first, she could hear my crying, and then she didn’t 
hear anything.  And my thought is, I probably just disassociated and left.  I know that at some 
point during that procedure, they catheterized me because I remember being back in my bed, and 
I had a, a bag of clear yellow fluid that was hanging on the, at the bottom of my bed to the right, 
but the wound that they had made was lower down on my left, and there was no, there was no 
tubing or anything.  It was just kind of a weeping wound.  Does that sound like an abduction 
experience or not?  Enough like it, enough like it.  The beings dressed in white.  They're planning 
to do something to you.  And for years, I had nightmares where something, somebody's gonna do 
something to me, and I can tell that they're planning to do it, but they haven't bothered to talk to 
me about it.  They didn’t ask me.  They didn’t tell me.  They just treated me like a thing, and 
they lifted me up, and they did it to me, and I wake up from these nightmares, and I would be 
always in a panic attack, sometimes sobbing, and had these nightmares over and over and over 
again, the same recurring nightmares.  So, you can understand how when I read Whitley 
Strieber's book about being awakened in the night and taken from his bed against his will, 
nobody so much as a howdy-do and a by-your-leave, they just did it to him. You can understand 
how I could feel some kind of a kinship.  I could, I could really identify with that experience, and 
yet, I could never trace an abduction experience.  And in fact, I've not had one, but I did have 
that happen, and, so but, you know, that, the bright side is, it certainly predisposed me to be able 
to read the UFO literature with an open mind and an open heart, because I could feel what it felt 
like to have that happen. 
 



Learned Foote: Mm hmm.  It's such an interesting story and I have a follow up question 
that I hope is not going to be overly, you know, reductive in thinking about this, but one of the 
main, contributions that has been made to the archives so far is thousands of letters written, by 
readers of Whitley Strieber's book and talking about experiences that they've had that often after 
reading the book, they connect to, to their own experience.  And you know they're looking back 
to what in their past, sort of, produced that, and it's just this, it's a very common, pattern, right?  
Like, we have all these lives of experience that are often unexamined, and how do those affect us 
in ways that, that we're not aware of. And I'm thinking about, the other thing that I'm thinking 
about is dreams and how often people have, you know, they will have in experiences of sleep 
paralysis or dreams or dreams that don't seem like dreams, like, there's a whole variety of things 
that people report there.  But people have, sort of, they have extraordinary experiences that are in 
some sense not hard to explain scientifically if you take into account altered consciousness, you 
know, you're describing medical trauma, and then, months of, sort of, agony afterwards as you're 
processing that. And just some of it, like, you know, I could imagine that being, an explanation 
that would be very satisfying for a good portion of the number of things that are, that are 
reported, when you look at the, the, the literature.  If we said, for example, this is, you were taken 
at one point into a room by a team of doctors and, you know, they poked and prodded and that 
gave this deep-seated, feeling of violation that then carried on later. Would you be inclined to put 
anything more, I'm thinking of the word like, numinous or religious onto that experience, like, as 
it was going on?  Was it perhaps later impacted by the dreams in some sense?  Or when it 
happened, did it feel very much like a, quote-unquote, "flesh and blood," sort of experience?  I'm 
just curious about the boundaries between those two things in terms of how you interpreted that 
experience. 
 
Brenda Denzler: At the time that I was 5-years-old, I have no idea how I interpreted it, 
because I shut down. I basically, and I think that's, I think I spent a lot of time in a relatively 
dissociated stated.  I was shut down.  I was also neglected in the hospital, but that's another, 
another piece of the story. But, I went for 50 years of my life having the intellectual memories.  I 
could, you know, that I could tell you the same story I just told you just now. Except there 
wouldn't have been any emotion. Before cancer, there would've been no emotion. Attached to 
that story, it was just something that happened. How I could have gone for 50 years thinking that 
I had absolutely no emotions about that experience, wasn't that in itself kind of a sign that 
something was going on? Um, I, I didn't process it.  I didn't, you know, but in terms of the 
numinous, the fundamentalist new religious movement that, I was, a, a member of, the thing that 
drew me to that, that particular church was that they taught faith healing.  It's wrong to go to 
doctors, doctors and their monkey puss vaccines. You don't go to doctors, you rely on God for 
healing. That obviously had a real appeal for me, to avoid the doctor.  Doctors hurt you, doctors 
are untrustworthy, you can't count on what they say, they ignore you, they do whatever they 
want.  you can understand how, I mean, that's the attitude that I have had for a long, long, long, 
long time, and I had to confront that when I got cancer.  I had to confront those attitudes, but I 
think that at the time that those things occurred, I was 5-years-old, there was, there was no 
numinous involved. But I do think they affected my decision, my attraction to the fundamentalist 
cult that I was in. Definitely. 
 
Learned Foote: So, I'd love to ask a follow up question that's sort of, it touches on the cult 
aspect. And  I'm thinking about the introduction to Lure of the Edge and you describe, Keech, 



Mrs. Keech from When Prophecy Fails, from the 1950s, and then also, Applewhite of the 
Heaven's Gate, group. And at one point, you describe them, I think, in a way that makes sense, as 
not being representative of the larger UFO community, so they're just sort of  
this larger community outside of these, these figures. However, I was, and I'm struck both in 
reading the book and this conversation, in your experience in fundamentalist, Christian cult 
essentially, and so I'm interested that you looked at the UFO movement, you took stock of, sort 
of, people like Keech, people like Applewhite, and yet it doesn't seem like you're necessarily 
talking about the whole UFO movement as a new religious movement because there's these 
different pieces of it.  So, I'm curious is there, like, is there a, sort of, if you think of the UFO 
movement like as a whole, are there parts of it that are, you know, culty? Are there, and then 
how do the parts that are less like that, sort of, avoid that mindset?  If they do avoid that mindset.  
and again, thinking about the center periphery what's allowed within the UFO movement and 
what counts as, as knowledge? 
 
Brenda Denzler: Wow.  That, that to me is the whole dilemma of the UFO movement, is, 
how much of it is science, how much of it is belief and faith, and how those interact.  I don't, I 
have seen friends of mine from the UFO world, I still keep in touch with some people that I first 
met in the UFO world, and, I have seen them gravitating in the last few years toward conspiracy 
theories about everything.  I mean, if it's a conspiracy theory, it must be right by virtue of the fact 
that it's not mainstream. That right there tells you that it must be right. And I had never thought 
that I would see that in my UFO friends.  I thought that they were level headed enough that they 
wouldn't fall prey to conspiracy thinking, and yet they have.  And, so, I think that my judgement 
about what the UFO field does and doesn't allow for may not be very accurate because it's, I have 
seen some friends go to the right fairly far that I would not have thought – I mean, c'mon, you 
believe in, you believe in UFOs, c'mon, how can you think this?  And it's precisely because they 
believe in UFOs, and, and the science somehow gets jettisoned.  It gets put to the side, it, I don't 
know, it's, I don't know. I, the various subdivisions of the UFO community, they don't make 
sense to me now. 
 
Learned Foote: It sounds like, like maybe, if I understand correctly what you've said, that 
it, it might have seemed some decades ago that, sort of, you know, there was a level headedness 
that might prevent conspiracy from totally taking over but, at least for some portions, it really 
does seem powerful enough for the conspiracy to, you know, start driving, so to speak. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Yeah.  It, it seems like, and maybe, maybe it's a function of – I'm turning 
on lights, if you want to know what all this movement is. 
 
Learned Foote: Cool. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Perhaps it's just my own bent toward looking at the science and looking at, 
at the belief factor when I was really, you know, studying the UFO movement, very strongly, and 
maybe that's, the difference and, and it’s almost, it was as much a matter of what I was focusing 
on as it is – power cord for the computer – As it is, you know, inherent to the community, and 
maybe that's why I'm surprised at the way the community, some people not all of them, but some 
of the people in the community have, fallen prey to conspiracy theories.  It's also possible that 
simply having the conspiracy that the government knows they're not telling us the truth, opens 



the door to thinking of other things as giant conspiracies as well.  It could become just like a 
contagious idea, kind of thing. You know. 
 
Learned Foote: I'd love to touch on this maybe at some point, some point later, if we can. 
But I'm thinking especially about, Dr. Jacques Vallee's book, Messengers of Deception, from the 
70s. And it really feels like there was, you know, when you look at what was going on in the 
1970s in terms of the beliefs that form, were formed around UFOs and the way the communities 
were developing, there are points that he makes in that book that seem quite resonant with where 
we are, you know, 50 years later is it at this point?  So, it's, I think about that book a lot when 
thinking about, you know, how do conspiracy theories affect, people in, in this field. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Yeah.  Vallee is my hero.  I think he's everybody's hero.  He's done an 
amazing job of collecting data, analyzing it, writing about it, and I need to go back and re-read 
all of his things.  I need to re-read my own, my own book.  It's been a while since I've actually 
touched it.  So, yeah. 
 
Learned Foote: I am conscious, so I mentioned at the beginning about an hour, so we are 
coming upon that, so we just want to be conscious in case you're, you know, if it becomes taxing 
in any way, we can – 
 
Brenda Denzler: Right.  Right.  Just need to take a break, I am older after all.  Yes.  No, I'm 
fine.  I'm good right now. 
 
Learned Foote: Cool.  so, another question that I have, is, there's a point within the book 
where you talk about how UFOs, contradict the western myth of rational realism, is the direct 
quote from your book. And especially thinking about other structures of knowledge that move 
outside of, you know, what we think of as being western, and how, you know, how do those 
frameworks function, and I'm curious about if you could talk a little bit more about what is 
constructed as being rational?  We've touched on it a little bit, actually, so far, but you know, in 
the construction of what counts as rational, and how that rationality can itself become a myth 
that, sort of, sustains itself by saying, this is what's rational, this is what fits in, you know, is 
there. Thinking about that rational/irrational boundary, is there some way to puncture the myth of 
rationality without perhaps, you know, going down the rabbit hole that we just, you know, how 
do you keep some sense of reality while also not buying into the myth of western rationality, so 
to speak? 
 
Brenda Denzler: Yeah, it's a good question and I don't know all the answers.  I think Jeff 
Kripal has done an amazing job with his works in this area of treading that line between the 
numinous, the non-standard reality, and yet holding to the standard reality and letting those two 
talk to one another.  And I think that's, I that that has to be key, is just allowing that conversation 
to take place and to continue to take place.  It doesn't just take place once or twice, it takes place 
in successive iterations. The trouble with the scientific mindset is that it can become itself a kind 
of fundamentalism, without, you know, fundamentalism is not a strictly religious phenomenon.  
Fundamentalism can come in all sorts of areas of life and, science is one of those areas.  It, you 
have to keep open, to the possibility of the impossible.  The work that Dean Radin has done on 
paranormal topics, on ESP and precognition and psychokinesis and things, it looks to me like 



really solid science and it shows that there's something there, but you have to be open to seeing 
the something rather than just writing it off and saying, "Oh well, that's -" you know. You have 
to remain open and willing to talk. And Jeff does a wonderful, wonderful job of opening up that 
space where conversations can take place. 
 
Learned Foote: So this is, it's building a little bit on, sort of, Jeff's project, and I'm thinking 
about, there's a sentence and it, I hope it won't sound, strange if I read it out loud, it's coming 
from Lure of the Edge, and – 
 
Brenda Denzler: Probably will. 
 
Learned Foote: – you know, it's the kind of the thing that I really like to, like, read over 
and over, but just to – 
 
Brenda Denzler: I've really got to go back and read that book, you know?  I really do. 
 
Learned Foote: This is my, it's one of my favorite quotes, it's on page 111, and you just 
posit that in, I'm beginning your quote, "In some ways the comparative project in UFO studies 
can be seen as the filtering down into popular consciousness of elements of the historical critical 
method of biblical scholarship and the comparative approach to religion."  And that was really, 
that entire sentence was coming out of your discussion of Jacques Vallee and, sort of his work in 
looking at, you know, ancient or medieval texts and similar experiences.  I've done some similar 
work in thinking about accounts of fairies, for example, in the 17th century, in Scotland and so 
forth.  So thinking about, you know, the religious texts of the past, and what they've looked like 
to historical researchers or to people to looking at, from a religious studies perspective, and, you 
know, Jeff Kripal's work, in a lot of ways is about building this, this panoply of different 
experiences that people have had, sort of, throughout history and across different times and 
cultures, and how those experiences, sometimes, service as the basis, sometimes, for new 
religious movements getting founded. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Right. 
 
Learned Foote: So, an example that I love to think about is Joseph Smith with the, with 
the Mormon Church. And like, what if we read everything that happened with him as an alien 
encounter, what does that give us or take away in terms of how we understand it, and I'm curious 
about, you know, we think about UFOs are often dated to the 20th century, sometimes late 19th 
century if you get some of the, you know, the midwest airship sightings. Or the, you know, the 
present day, but do think it's a productive project to be, taking some of the insights of what we 
see in studying UFOs to looking at the broader, you know, religious history that goes outside of 
the modern day, view? 
 
Brenda Denzler: Yeah.  Totally.  I, my baseline presumption at this point in time is that 
most of the human religious movements, have been, an outgrowth of odd encounters with some 
kind of intelligence, and we've called it God or angels or, you know, demons or whatever, but it 
is a natural part of our environment and we, that's what we called it, that's how we named it. And 
I think that, I think that the insights that the UFO field has to offer could really open up ideas 



about how, various religious systems came to be, but, that could be a scary project to take a 
religious system that people are using as kind of anchor for their lives, and say, well, yeah, you 
know, there's some good ideas and good ways to live your life, but, well, you know, it's not 
really God per se that, you know, was, was, was dictating all the, you know. There was other 
kinds of, you know, that's gonna just totally blow people, it's gonna be real hard to, it's gonna be 
a hard sell.  And I think that the, I think that the insight is there.  I think that the fundamental 
insights have already been made, but they're not mainstreamed in religious studies.  They are out 
there circulating in the peripheries.  I think Jeff Kripal has done the best job I've seen yet of 
trying to mainstream these things. 
 
Learned Foote: So, we are coming to the end.  I did have one other question to wrap up, 
but before I ask that, is there anything that, that we haven't talked about that, seems especially 
important in this, in this context? That we should – 
 
Brenda Denzler: I'll think of something about 3 hours from now. I, the thing, there's two 
things that, you know, it's been a while since I've delved deeply into the UFO world.  I've, you 
know, cancer came and I had to learn a lot of medical stuff and, and, you know, new horizons for 
learning, UFOs kinda fell by the wayside.  But what I walked away from that experience with is 
two things, and we'll see if my brain can hold on to both of them at the same time. One is that the 
UFO phenomenon, what we currently identify as the UFO phenomenon, may very well be 
overdetermined.  That there may be several different phenomena going on but we lack the 
perceptual or the cognitive tools, or the perceptual abilities, to distinguish between them.  So, to 
us, we lump all these disparate things together as, oh, it's a UFO.  Oh, it's an abduction.  And 
they may actually be very disparate things.  So, that is one thing, is, is we call it a UFO, but it 
may be several different things.  We need to examine our categories. The other is, and I think 
this gets back to the whole center periphery thing, using science, which is at the cultural center of 
our western world and really the entire world and, to one degree or another, using science as the, 
framework for thinking about it, let's take the theory of evolution as a fact, are we absolutely 
100 percent certain that what homo sapiens, sapiens is the top of the evolutionary chain? Is it 
possible that, the process, I mean, evolution clearly resulted in the development of intelligence, 
at least to the extent that human beings currently embody it and have it, did it stop there?  Or has 
it, has evolution continued?  Has, have things continued?  You know, talk to the, you know, 
gazillions of fish in the sea and try to explain to all of them that there are these beings and they 
don't live in the sea, they don't require water to live and breathe, they, and they're smart, oh my 
goodness they're so much smarter than we fish.  It would be nonsensical.  Is it possible that our 
physical incarnated lives are three-dimensional, four-dimensional world is another envelope, 
kind of like the sea, and that evolution, has proceeded and progressed, outside of this little 
envelope, and that these experiences that we have, here and there with odd things happening, that 
these experiences are experiences with, you know, fisherman?  Like, you know, name, Charles 
Fort, like Charles Fort, you know, talked about, you know, if things were cattle, is, are these 
experiences just interactions that, you know, when people in another envelope, happen to, you 
know, dabble around in our envelope?  And to us, they are, you know, they're much smarter than 
we are.  They see more than we see.  They, you know, and so to, to interpret them as gods or 
angels, would make a lot of sense.  And this is not a new idea.  I mean, people have said this 
before, but I just think that if you look at it all within an evolutionary framework, it's quite 
plausible.  I don't think it's absolutely unthinkable that that could be true, and that's kinda where I 



am with it all right now, and I don't think, I think in part I've, in part I've lost as much of my 
focus and interest in UFOs because the cancer distracted me and then dealing with the PTSD 
that, you know, raised it's head and refused to go away, I've spent a lot of time in the last 
10 years doing a lot of other stuff, but this, this framework just, this is the one that makes sense 
to me based on everything that I did with the UFO world.  And I don't think that we're at a place 
where as a species, I don't think we're at a place where we're ready, capable of knowing more 
than this, and I think that's one reason why I don't have as much of an interest in the UFO world 
as well, because I really think that the games that we can make, are probably pretty incremental 
for now.  I don't expect a huge breakthrough in my lifetime, though it would be a lot of fun if it 
happened, but I don't really expect it, so.  How's that for a disappointing downer note? 
 
Learned Foote: No, I think it makes sense, especially given the way things have played 
out of the past, century or more. But I'm curious, and maybe this can be, our final question for 
now, sort of – 
 
Brenda Denzler: Okay. 
 
Learned Foote: – considering that downward note, and I'm thinking about, you know, Rice 
is now collecting an archive, gathering papers, and other materials from, from all around the, the 
globe, and I'm curious, for those, and that's what this interview will become a part of is, you 
know, we'll put it on the, the archive website and so forth to give some background to, you 
know, the researchers who kind of laid the foundations of this, this archive in the first place, but 
would you have any advice to those who might engage these archival materials in the future, any 
advice to someone working within the UFO, field from an academic perspective, what is most 
important to, to keep in mind, when engaging in this kind of, study? 
 
Brenda Denzler: Don't be too quick to write anything off.  Try to have the openness of 
mind and of heart to approach the materials, whether it's somebody speaking with you or 
something that you, you're reading, to approach the materials and say provisionally, yes, let's just 
say yes to this.  And, never lose your ability and willingness to think really critically about what 
you're hearing or reading, because we have a great opportunity in this to understand whatever 
other envelope our world may be a part of in new and comprehensive ways.  In ways that if 
indeed past religions have been founded on isolated individual encounters, we can bring them 
together.  We can, the insights and the wisdom from all these encounters, we can bring that 
together.  We can bring it together in the materials that rise is collecting, and we can gain a new 
perspective. 
 
Learned Foote: That's wonderful. Thank you, Brenda so much for this conversation.  I 
really enjoyed it, and it was so nice to be able to, you know, read your words in a book, and I 
hope that you do read it again, if you haven't read it for a while, like, I hate to recommend your 
own book to you, but it's so good. 
 
Brenda Denzler: I said, I wanted, I wanted to say one thing, about how the book was 
written.  I mean, I read everything that's cited in there.  I read it.  I did it.  I did the work, and yet 
when it came time to write the book, I sat down and kind of, you know, as a Buddhist you'll love 
this, kind of cleared my, my head and says, "What do I need to say first? " And it would pop into 



my head.  "Okay, do this."  So, then you write this and you kinda juggle it around, and this, and 
"Say that that here, no, say that down here.  Oh, you forgot to say this," and then you get that 
done and you say, "So what's next? " And you wait and you see what’s there, and that is the way 
the whole book wrote itself is me sitting there saying, "Okay, well, what's next?"  And waiting 
for it to come into my head to – I can remember the night that I finished the book.  I sat there and 
I said, "Okay, what's next? " And there was nothing next, there was, and I thought, "Well, hmm, 
I'm done."  And I got my dog and we went out for a walk at 10 o'clock at night. It was, the book 
really did write itself.  And like I told you in the email, I've written another manuscript since 
then, I can promise you that is not the norm for me.  I think the book wanted to be written.  I 
think, I was the one in the right place at the right time to do it and I need to go back and read the 
darn thing.  I mean, the things that you read to me out of my book, I was like, "Darn, that's good!  
I wrote that!  Really!"  So, I gotta go back and read it. 
 
Learned Foote: Absolutely. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Thank you. 
 
Learned Foote: For sure.  Definitely.  Well, thank you so much for sitting down with me 
today, and I'm sure that we'll be – 
 
Brenda Denzler: Thank you. 
 
Learned Foote: – in further conversation, with, the archive and the event surrounding that 
and all of that, all of that, that, will be, happening over the coming months and years, so. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Hopefully.  Yeah.  COVID willing.  COVID willing. 
 
Learned Foote: Yes.  Yes, but thank you so much once again. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Thank you so much. 
 
Learned Foote: And I will send you a – 
 
Brenda Denzler: I'm very flattered, thank you. 
 
Learned Foote: – I really appreciate the opportunity, and I will send you a copy, post 
haste. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Thank you. 
 
Learned Foote: You're welcome. 
 
Brenda Denzler: Thank you so much. 
 
Learned Foote: Thank you so much. 
 



Brenda Denzler: Okay.  Bye-bye. 
 
Learned Foote: Have a good rest of the day, I'll talk to you later. 
 
Brenda Denzler: I will.  Thank you.  Bye-bye. 
 
Learned Foote: Bye. 
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