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Documenting history is a process of 
discernment and of memory production. 
Within the framework of perception, we 
acknowledge the subjective nature of 
remembering. Our understanding is 
changed by our individualized way of 
looking and seeing, veiled by prexisting 
experience and identity. The way we 
see parallels the way light is refracted 
when it moves through space  — water, 
glass, distance. Using the imagery of 
light and the way it moves — the way it is 
distorted — we imagine history and our 
understanding of it as constantly in motion 
and based in our own personal conditions.

PERCEPTION
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RICE HISTORICAL REVIEW



 Furthering the future by promoting the past. That is the mission statement the 2018-
2019 Rice Historical Review editorial board put forward as we pondered over the meaning 
and the purpose of our journal. As we bring our fifth year of publication to an end, it is 
important that we reflect on our own past. The Rice Historical Review emerged from a 
conversation between two History majors seeking to share their historical research with 
fellow Rice students. With the involvement of like-minded history student and the support 
of the History Department, our founding members actualized their vision into reality. 
This year marked the first without the founding members’ leadership. By continuing to 
publish the most exceptional essays, we hope we carry on their legacy of showcasing 
the most outstanding historical research Rice undergraduate students have to offer. More 
importantly, through expanding the size of our board and publishing short form articles as 
well as alumni interviews online, we wish to have fostered a sense of community among 
history enthusiasts both within and outside of Rice. 

 In this issue, the board is proud to present four outstanding essays. We begin with the 
Floyd Seyward Lear Prize winner, “Fainting Francis or Weeping Willie” by Allen Sellers. 
Allen’s discussion of the United States’s role in the 1953 Iranian coup d’état — specifically 
how gender, communism, and race worked together to shape American public opinion 
— provides an unique perspective on a widely-known historical event. Allen’s in-depth 
analysis encourages us to rethink foreign interventions. Next, we shift our attention to 
“Translating Theology” by Akhil Jonnalagadda. Akhil brilliantly argues that Akbar’s initiative 
to translate Hindu epics into Persian was not merely a political statement, but it served 
the role of placing the emperor at the absolute center of the Mughal Empire. We are 
especially impressed by Ahkil’s choice to delve into a lesser-explored historical issue and 
successfully render a recondite topic accessible for the general audience. We then move 
on to Kristen Hickey’s “King of the Birds,” which explores the function of birds in the Mughal 
court and culture. There is something rivetingly intimate about the way Kristen describes 
the emperors and their interactions with birds that enriches our understanding of Mughal 
identity and symbolism. Last but not least, we conclude with Carolyn Daly’s “Seeing Mary 
Wollstonecraft Through a Romantic Lens.” Recognizing the exclusion of female writers in 
the Romantic tradition, Carolyn’s reinterpretation of Mary Wollstonecraft’s life and works 
propels us to re-conceptualize the genre as a whole. The four essays take our readers to a 
wide range of locations and time periods and explore different ways to perceive our past. 

 For the past year and half, Furthering the future by promoting the past has become 
much more than a brand position. It is a motto we live by and has carried us through 
a tumultuous year, reminding us of a historian’s responsibility. The global COVID-19 
pandemic has presented us with unimaginable challenges. In this difficult time, working 
through these hardships to publish this issue became particularly crucial. With everything 
being done remotely and people separated by long distance, life in quarantine is an 
isolating experience. However, the physical barrier has made us realize the significance of 
connecting people intellectually to remind them we are in this together. History is the past, 
but writing history is an unremitting task we should continue to devote ourselves to. 

 In closing, the editorial board would like to dedicate this issue to our late colleague, 
Andrew Manias. His passing has been devastating for us all, and we will miss his friendship. 
As we internalize our current experience, we must also not forget the challenges we have 
overcome and the people we have lost, for the past is an invaluable part of our present and 
future. 
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Laura Li and Alison Drileck
Co-Editors-in-Chief



THE FLOYD SEYWARD 

LEAR PRIZE
2020 WINNER
“FAINTING 
FRANCIS OR 
WEEPING 
WILLIE”

 The Floyd Seyward Lear Prize for Best 
Essay is is an annual prize awarded jointly 
by the Rice Historical Review (RHR) and 
the Rice University History Department for 
the best submitted article to the RHR. The 
award is in honor of Dr. Floyd Seyward Lear, 
who was a member of the faculty at the 
Rice Institute (later Rice University) in the 
Department of History from 1925 to 1975, 
the year of his death. He was Assistant 
Professor from 1927 to 1945, Professor 
in 1945, Harris Masterson Jr. Professor 
of History in 1953 (the first to hold this 
chair), and Trustee Distinguished Professor 
from 1965. He served as chairman of the 
Department of History from 1933 to 1960. 

 All papers submitted to the Rice Historical 
Review were automatically considered 
for this award. After submissions have been reviewed, nominated articles selected for 
consideration were reviewed by the RHR editorial board. Through consensus, the board 
narrowed down the pool to three nominees. The Department of History Undergraduate 
Studies Committee evaluated the final three candidates and decided the winning article. 
The author of the winning essay received a $500 scholarship. 

 This year, the Lear Prize was given to Allen Sellers for his article, “‘Fainting Francis or 
Weeping Willie’: The Construction of American Perceptions of Mohammed Mossadegh.” 
The essay has distinguished itself with nuanced arguments, compelling analysis of sources, 
and in-depth research. 

 The Rice Historical Review would like to thank Dr. Katherine Fischer Drew, Autry 
Professor Emeritus, for giving us the possibility to provide this scholarship.
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Dr. Floyd Seyward Lear (left) and Dr. Katherine 
Fischer Drew (right)
Source: Woodson Research Center
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