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KTRU Outdoor Show brings music, art to campus scene 
MORGAN GAGE
SENIOR WRITER

As the close of the semester 
approaches, KTRU wants to help end the 
academic year on a high note. KTRU’s 
annual Outdoor Show will round out the 
end of the semester — albeit in a different 
format than what we have seen in years 
past. On April 24 from 12 p.m. to 10 p.m., 
the Rice community will have the chance 
to gather in the central quad — distanced 
and masked — for what Katelyn Landry, 
this year’s organizer for ODS, called a 
“mini music and art festival.” This year’s 
show will consist of screenings and 
livestreams of artists’ pre-recorded sets, 
an art installation, Houston food trucks 
on sight and an opportunity for the Rice 
community to connect with each other 
through music and art whether in-person 
or virtually.

Landry, a Jones College junior, said that 
she started planning the event early due to 
the uncertainty that the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic presented, taking precautions 
to make sure that the event would be safe 
for everyone to attend. 

“Like all of our 
events this year, it’s 
going to be really 
different from the 
past,” Landry said. 
“This is KTRU’s annual 
concert, our biggest 
concert of the year. It 
happens outdoors in 
the central quad.”

In comparison to 
other years, the hybrid 
format will allow for a 
larger possible audience for the show.

“Anyone in the world can watch [ODS],” 
Landry said. “If someone is a fan of an artist 
who’s performing but doesn’t necessarily 

know who KTRU is they’ll be able to watch. 
Getting more exposure beyond the Rice 
and Houston community who know about 
KTRU is really cool and exciting.”

The virtual format has also made it 
easier for artists 
outside of the area 
to attend. While co-
headliner Dorian 
Electra is originally 
from Houston and 
other local artists are 
performing such as 
Sister, Gio Chamba 
and ATTXLA, other 
artists like co-
headliner Raveena 
are performing 
from many different 

locations without having to worry about 
travel concerns.

“Our other acts are from all over,” Landry 
said. “They just got to stream from the 

comfort of their own home and bring it to 
Houston — Steel Blossoms from Nashville, 
Tiger Goods from Cincinnati, _thesmoothcat 
from Louisiana, FEA from San Antonio.”

While determining the lineup for ODS, 
Landry said that seeking out a diverse set 
of artists was a priority. She recommends 
that audience members follow artists on 
social media and listen to their music after 
the show to support them.

“When I was booking artists, I did 
intentionally seek out artists of color, 
non-binary artists and artists who are 
in the LGBTQ+ community,” Landry 
said. “I hope audience members can feel 
represented and assured and glad that 
we have diversity in that sense as well as 
geographical diversity.”

While a limited number of audience 
members — 65 people during each hour-
long set — will be able to gather in person 
in the central quad, Landry said that all of 
the sets will be virtual.

BONNIE ZHAO
SENIOR WRITER

Rice administration will allow up to four 
guests per graduate to attend their respective 
commencement ceremonies, according to an 
email sent Monday morning. Previously, families 
and guests could only participate virtually.

The announcement is followed by a statement 
that all guests who attend commencement must 
abide by university safety policies, including 
strict rules on seating location and mask usage 
compliance.

President David Leebron said that this 
decision was a result of decreasing COVID-19 
positive cases and increasing vaccination rates 
both on campus and in Houston.

“[The new commencement plan] is consistent 
with the general principle we adopted early on, 
which was we would be constantly reevaluating 
our decisions and willing to pivot,” Leebron 
said.

Rice administration also announced that 
the location for all commencement ceremonies 
this year has been changed to the outdoor Rice 
football stadium, regardless of the weather.

According to Leebron, the administration 
came to this decision after evaluating students’ 
opinions.

“Hearing from students with more clarity, 
[we realized] that they supported the idea of the 
football stadium location,” Leebron said. “Part 
of the problem with the quad was if we’re having 
physical-distancing of some kind, the capacity 
is really limited — and not just limited to how 
many people, but also what that experience is 
going to be.”

In response to the changed commencement 
plans, Sriram Sundaramoorthy, a Rice parent 
and the organizer of the change.org petition 
calling for the administration to allow parents 
to attend in person, said that he is extremely 
appreciative of the consideration Rice has 
shown for parents.

“Rice has always done the right thing by us 
and our kids,” Sundaramoorthy said. “They 
have shown that once again. Over 500 parents 
who signed the petition are beyond elated and 
all are looking forward to the celebrations.”

Amy Jiang, a Wiess College senior, said that 
the new commencement plan has allowed her 
to invite her family to attend her graduation 
ceremony.

“My family is coming now, even my brother 
[who] originally said he wouldn’t plan on coming 
since we both thought there was no chance we 
would have an in-person commencement,” 
Jiang said. “Now I’m just trying to figure out who 
I want to invite as my last guest and if they could 
logistically make it given this planning is a bit 
last minute.”

Rice parent Amy Conrad said she is thankful 
for the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity the Rice 
administration is giving parents, and she is not 
concerned about in-person gatherings.

SEE OUTDOOR SHOW PAGE 6

SEE COMMENCEMENT PAGE 3

If someone is a fan of an 
artist who's performing 
but doesn't necessarily 
know who KTRU is, 
they'll be able to watch.

 
Katelyn Landry
OUTDOOR SHOW COORDINATOR

Rice will allow guests to attend  
in-person graduation,  
commencement location changed 
to stadium
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Professor emeritus Sidney “Sid” Burrus remembered

TALHA ARIF
NEWS EDITOR

Charles Sidney Burrus, former dean of 
engineering at Rice, passed away on April 
3 at age 86. Burrus is survived by his son, 
daughter and four grandchildren.

Burrus attended Rice and earned three 
degrees; a Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of 
Science and Master of Science degree in 
electrical engineering. He joined the Rice 
faculty in 1965 and remained a faculty 
member for 56 years. In that time, he won the 
George R. Brown teaching award six times. 

Richard Baraniuk, the Victor E. Cameron 
professor of electrical and computer 
engineering, said Burrus was an amazing 
educator and inspired generations of Rice 
engineering students who have gone on to 
make world-changing contributions.

“He wrote five insightful books, 
hundreds of technical papers, and won the 
George R. Brown Teaching Award so many 
times that he was disqualified from further 
competition,” Baraniuk said.

Don Johnson, J.S. Abercrombie professor 
emeritus of electrical and computer 
engineering, said he first met Burrus at 
a reception event when interviewing for 
a faculty position after attending the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology as 
an undergraduate. The reception was at 
Lovett College where Burrus was magister 
from 1984 to 1992. Johnson said Burrus and 
his wife were warm and welcoming and 
they hit it off right away.

“Sid was the one I would go to in the 
department to just talk about life at Rice,” 
Johnson said. “Through him, I realized that 
you could make friends with colleagues 
across the campus; that was not true at MIT. 
In short, he opened Rice’s doors for me and 
revealed what was inside.”

Johnson encountered some surprises when 
transitioning to Rice — namely the number of 
cockroaches that lived in Houston — but said 
he still remembers Burrus’s response.

“When I mentioned them to Sid, his 
reply with a broad grin on his face was, 
‘When they knock on your door, just don’t 

let them in,’” Johnson said.
Provost Reginald DesRoches said Burrus 

has been a key figure in the history of the 
school of engineering and Rice University.

“He mentored a generation of key 
leaders in electrical and computer 
engineering, and it is under his leadership 
as dean of engineering that the school 
gained recognition as one of the preeminent 
programs in the world,” DesRoches said.

DesRoches said that after he arrived 
at Rice in 2017 to serve as the Dean of 
Engineering, he received a message from 
Burrus welcoming him to Rice and offering 
to help if DesRoches needed any advice.

“I took him up on that and would meet 
him every few months to get his advice on a 
range of issues,” DesRoches said. “I always 
found him to be honest and optimistic. I 
always left these meetings feeling a little 
bit wiser and better equipped to handle the 
challenges of the job.”

Baraniuk said after Burrus hired him 
as an assistant professor after completing 
his Ph.D. in 1992, Burrus mentored him for 
nearly thirty years. 

“As a new 
professor, the 
advice around the 
department was to 
‘be like Sidney,’” 
Baraniuk said. “His 
door was always open 
for discussions about 
anything. And, he 
always had something 
insightful to offer that 
made you think and 
made you feel better 
walking out of his 
office than you did 
walking in.”

Scott Hochberg 
(Will Rice College ’75), 
who earned a master’s 
degree in electrical 
engineering in 1976, 
said electrical engineering majors looked 
forward to Burrus’ circuit design class as 
the first “real” engineering class they would 
get to take, and he was known as a terrific 
teacher. Hochberg said Burrus taught him 
how to think.

“Early in that class, he walked in 
and wrote a differential equation on 
the blackboard that ran the whole way 
across, and said, ‘solve it,’” Hochberg 
said. “Of course, we had no idea how. 
He then proceeded to break it down into 
each individual piece … [eventually] the 
problem morphed into ‘what is 1+1?’ Since 
that day, when faced with a complicated 
problem ... I’ve used that example to break 
down the problem, simplify each piece, 
and try to find a solution.”

Hochberg said he applied this teaching 
throughout his years in the Texas 
Legislature, where many problems are 
complicated and the path to a solution can 
often overwhelm. According to Hochberg, 
Burrus never settled for simple answers to 
questions and always wanted to dig deeper 
to add information to the question.

“I found that beyond his engineering 
research, he was fascinated with bigger 
questions; why does society work the way 
it does ... how is it that people exposed to 
the same world see things so differently,” 

Hochberg said. 
“And when I had the 
chance to engage 
in that conversation 
with him, he always 
challenged me to 
help him find those 
answers.”

Johnson said while 
he and Burrus worked 
in different sub-
areas in digital signal 
processing, they still 
would share what 
they were working on.

“As the years went 
by until the pandemic 
shut the campus 
down, I would check 
to see if Sid was in 
his office and, if so, 
I would stop by for 

a chat,” Johnson said. “He never said, ‘no, I 
am too busy.’ We would talk about everything 
with no agenda. I miss him already.”

A virtual memorial service will take place 
later this month, celebrating Burrus’ life by 
some of the individuals he impacted.

Charles Sidney Burrus, Rice alum as well as former dean, magister and faculty member passed 
away April 3 at 86 years old.

COURTESY OF THE GEORGE R. BROWN SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

His door was always open 
for discussions about 
anything. And, he always 
had something insightful 
to offer that made you 
think and feel better 
waling out of his office 
than you did walking in.

Richard Baraniuk
VICTOR E. CAMERON PROFESSOR 
OF ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER 
ENGINEERING

HAJERA NAVEED
SENIOR WRITER

At this time, Owl House Properties will not 
be included on the new housing website as a 
result of feedback from students, according 
to Elizabeth Leaver, Housing and Dining 
operations director for the South Colleges. 
Students who rented from Owl House 
Properties were recently asked to fill out a 
survey asking for their feedback on whether 
or not the company’s properties should be 
included on the website that H&D launched.

Leaver asked Anna Margaret Clyburn, 
former Student Association president, if 
she would be willing to provide feedback 
on Owl House Properties to decide 
whether to include their properties on the 
website, according to Clyburn.

Clyburn sent a survey asking for 
input on Owl House Properties to all 
college presidents to share with their 
colleges. According to Clyburn, as of 
Friday, April 2, 46 students responded to 
the survey. The survey asked students if 
they “found Owl House Properties to be 
a safe, reliable, and responsible group to 
rent from.” To this question, according to 
Clyburn, 28.9 percent said “somewhat,” 

28.9 percent said “yes,” and 42.2 percent 
of people said “no.” 

The survey also included a space for 
students to explain their responses and 
according to Clyburn, students mentioned 
multiple issues with the management 
company including pest issues, reliability 
and timely responses to issues with 
facilities and other problems with the 
property. Some students said that they had 

no problems with their properties and only 
had positive interactions with the company.

The survey did not ask students whether 
they were currently renting or have rented 
from Owl House in the past. Ben Bahorich, 
CEO of Owl House Properties (Will Rice 
College ’10) said that now the company is 
completely different from what it was a year 
ago, as they have made significant changes 
as a response to criticism.

“Maybe a lot of the negative responses 
on the survey are from people who are 
not necessarily current residents and are 
remembering experiences when we really 
were ill-prepared to handle our business in 
the past,” Bahorich said. 

Bahorich said that he was disappointed 
to hear that Owl House Properties would 
not be featured on the website. The 
company met with Rice H&D on Friday, 
April 2 to discuss how they can improve. 

Bahorich said that he felt his company 
was singled out in regards to the survey. 
He said it would be beneficial to get a 
more balanced perspective by including 
a survey of all off-campus housing 
providers. Clybrun said she was only asked 
to collect input on Owl House Properties.

Bahorich said that the company 
has made significant adjustments to 
address maintenance issues over the 
past year. These include adding a 24/7 
maintenance hotline, adopting a system 
that tracks maintenance requests, 
adding complementary pest control visits 
and hiring two full-time maintenance 
technicians. 

This article has been condensed for print. 
Read more online at ricethresher.org.

Owl House Properties excluded from campus 
housing website due to student survey feedback

Owl House Properties, which includes this complex on Dryden, will not be included on the new 
off-campus housing website based on student feedback.

aLLEN SELLERS / THRESHER
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“Required Rice protocols will be 
followed, just as they were this past fall 
for football games and currently for track 
meets, baseball games, et cetera,” Conrad 
said. “We fully support and trust the 
Rice Administration’s judgment and look 
forward to spending this special day with 
our son and other graduates.”

Sylvia Jung, a Hanszen College senior, 
said that many seniors have mixed 
feelings about commencement being held 

in the football stadium.
“I’ve heard some of my friends were 

against the idea of it because it’s less 
traditional and aesthetic compared to the 
academic quad,” Jung said. “Personally, 
I think it’s more spacious and has better 
seating, which makes me think it’s not a 
bad option.”

According to Zach Hutchins (Brown 
College ’20), who plans on attending the 
Saturday night commencement for the 
class of 2020, he believes the new location 
has some worrisome factors.

“I have been on that field on a hot day, 
and the turf almost acts like an oven,” 

Hutchins said. “And since everyone will 
be on the opposite side of campus from 
the Sallyport, I am worried that it’s going 
to be an unorganized [and] first-come-
first-served [situation when people walk] 
across campus to get Sallyport pictures.”

Christian Owens, a Martel College 
senior, said that the location of his 
ceremony is irrelevant to him compared to 
the people that will be there.

“I don’t really care that it’s in the 
stadium,” Owens said. “I’m just happy 
that my family can come!”

According to Leebron, the procession 
out of the Sallyport, a long-standing 

Rice tradition in past commencement 
ceremonies, will not be officially included 
in this year’s graduation ceremonies.

“My understanding is that students 
will be free in effect on their own or 
with their friends to march through the 
Sallyport,” Leebron said. “This is an 
opportunity to make it an individualized 
ceremony in a way … A big question this 
year is ‘how can we add something to this 
experience to make it truly special?’ And 
I would think for a lot of our students, 
that’s going to be finding a way to march 
through the Sallyport [on their own]. And 
we invite students to do that.”

BONNIE ZHAO
SENIOR WRITER

Only about half of the student body 
has filled out the vaccine survey sent out 
in the COVID-19 Response Weekly Update, 
and the non-satisfactory response rate 
is preventing the administration from 
planning for a fully in-person fall 2021 
semester, according to Kevin Kirby, vice 
president of administration.

“Usually in surveys, if you get a third 
of people to respond, you’re generally 
happy,” Kirby said. “This is a different 
kind of survey where we need a much 
higher percentage return. I had already 
sent [the survey] out twice in the update 
that goes out on Mondays, and you’re 
going to see it a third time on April 12 
again. We’re not asking for proof of 
vaccination in it. We’re just asking: ‘Hey, 
have you been vaccinated or not?’”

Jerusha Kasch, director of 
institutional crisis management, said 
that the administration doesn’t have 
sufficient knowledge about data such as 
the numbers of students that have been 
vaccinated.

“We don’t have a clear picture of our 
current vaccination status as of yet,” 
Kasch wrote in an email. “It is critical that 
members of the Rice community complete 
the survey so that current policies be 
reviewed and revised as we meet critical 
public health vaccine thresholds.”

According to Kirby, planning for the 
fall semester as it relates to activities 
on campus revolves largely around the 
percentage of the campus population 
that is vaccinated.

“We want a good response to the 
survey because it informs our policies 
about masks, testing and gathering size 
[for next semester],” Kirby said. “And we 
want to know when 
we can safely stop 
[these policies] or 
change them. So it’s 
really important for 
us to have accurate 
data about people’s 
vaccination status.”

Robert Chen, 
a Jones College 
senior, said that he 
was unaware of the 
vaccine survey despite 
receiving the weekly 
update emails.

“I feel bad for 
not filling it out; it 
definitely wasn’t 
an intentional 
avoidance,” Chen 
said. “My guess is 
many of my peers 
also don’t read the entire email every week 
because we’ve been receiving similar ones 
for almost a year. I’ve started to only search 
for information I’m looking for, like the 
number of positive cases.”

According to Chen, the administration 
can adopt some strategies to get a higher 
response rate. 

“The weekly updates are almost always 
very long, and a survey so important isn’t 
even in the first paragraph,” Chen said. 
“It can easily get buried in words, and 
people like me who have short attention 
spans or people who are in a hurry will 

glance over it. If the administration 
wants students to fill out a survey, they 
should send it in a separate email or at 
least put ‘survey’ or ‘important’ in the 
subject line.”

Kirby said that 
the vaccine survey 
is the best way the 
administration can 
understand the 
immunity status of 
the Rice community 
due to their limited 
access to actual 
statistics.

“We’ve had 
three rounds and 
vaccinated maybe 
2,300 people on 
campus,” Kirby 
said. “We don’t 
know [the exact 
number] because 
the information is 
private, and it’s not 
disclosed how many 
people have signed 

up to Baylor St. Luke’s. We may have 
facilitated that access in most of those 
cases, but we have no information about it 
because it’s private health information.”

President David Leebron said that the 
immunity status of the Rice population 
is one of the most important factors 
the administration will consider when 
deciding what kind of measures to set in 
place for next semester.

“If we can get to 85 and 90 percent 
vaccination by the fall, that will enable 
us to relax a lot of the measures that we 
have in place,” Leebron said. “So getting 

vaccinated [is] not just something you 
do for yourself. It’s something you do 
for your classmates and your friends and 
your community … And I hope everybody 
will get vaccinated and help us achieve 
that 85, 90 percent.”

According to 
Kirby, students are 
not the only ones 
the administration 
encourages to get 
vaccinated.

“It’s all members 
of our community,” 
Kirby said. “We 
have about 12,000 
members of our 
community [in total]. 
It’s about 7,000 
students, about 3,500 
employees and then 
we’ve got almost a 
thousand of what I’d 
call semi-permanent 
visitors — people who 
come to campus and 
have access to the 
parking lots.”

Kirby said that the administration 
is experiencing difficulty vaccinating 
the broader Rice community despite an 
ample supply of vaccines.

“I don’t have definitive proof, but 
what it looks like is happening in Texas 
is that supply and demand are about 
equal,” Kirby said. “Looking back, [a 
vaccine] was really hard to get. It’s only 
been in the last week or two that we’ve 
had widespread availability, and I think 
around Texas. Now, we can [request for] 
more vaccines, but we have no more 

takers. We’re beating the bushes asking 
for people to be vaccinated.”

According to Leebron, he thinks there 
are a variety of reasons why people at Rice 
have not chosen to sign up for the vaccine.

“I am a little 
concerned that maybe 
some people could 
sign up [but choose 
not to], whether 
that’s because they 
haven’t taken the 
time or they have 
some philosophical 
or other reasons 
that they think they 
shouldn’t get the 
vaccine,” Leebron 
said. “A small 
number of people 
with certain kinds of 
illnesses [might need 
to] get a particular 
kind of vaccine rather 
than any vaccine, but 
the vast majority of 
people should just 

get any vaccine.”
Leebron said that he wishes to see 

most of the Rice community becoming 
vaccinated by next semester.

“Frankly, every time I encounter 
somebody from Rice these days, I say: 
‘Have you gotten your vaccine yet?’” 
Leebron said. “And I hope people 
will really encourage their friends 
and [families] to make sure they get 
vaccinated. Especially for returning 
students in the fall, [I hope] that they 
will get vaccinated before they leave if 
they possibly can.”

Low vaccine survey response rate impedes fall semester planning

FROM PAGE 1

COMMENCEMENT

Duncan College senior Jesssica Sheldon receives her COVID-19 vaccine at the East Gym in early February (above). According to Vice President of 
Administration Kevin Kirby, planning for next semester revolves largely around the percentage of the campus population that is vaccinated. 

KaTHERINE HUI / THRESHER

We want a good response 
to the survey because 
it informs our policies 
about masks, testing and 
gathering size [for next 
semester]. And we want to 
know when we can safely 
stop [these policies] or 
change them. 

Kevin Kirby
VICE PRESIDENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION

If we can get to 85 and 90 
percent vaccination by the 
fall, that will enable us 
to relax a lot of measure 
that we have in place ... 
[Getting vaccinated] is 
something you do for 
your classmates and 
your friends and your 
community.

David Leebron
RICE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT
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Have an opinion? Submit your 
draft to thresher@rice.edu.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Correction
In “Larry McMurtry, author and Rice alum, passes at age 84,” Carrol Starr is Brown 

College ‘67, not ‘65. Our April 7 issue was issue number 23, not 24.

CARTOON BY DALIA GULCA

The frustrations of a Beer Bike livestream.

On Rice’s campus, a light at the end of 
the pandemic tunnel finally seems to be 
emerging. The administration is optimistic 
about “a mostly normal fall semester,” 
according to communications sent out by 
Kevin Kirby. According to President David 
Leebron’s announcement on fall planning, 
most classes are expected to be in person, 
most university housing is expected to 
be fully occupied and COVID-19 policies 
regarding gathering restrictions are expected 
to be relaxed. The road forward for many 
Rice students is clear: Sign up for a vaccine 
appointment as soon as possible and wait for 
more than 80 percent of the Rice community 
to be fully vaccinated so that COVID-19 
policies can be relaxed.

For the administration, the road forward 
is less clear, as they face obstacles planning 
fall semester until a larger portion of the 
student body reports their status to Crisis 
Management via a Veoci form. However, as 
next semester slowly approaches, we ask the 
administration to account for international 
students in their plans, and keep in mind 
how different areas of the world are adapting 
to the pandemic. 

International students may not have the 
same access to the vaccines — 87 percent 
of vaccines have gone to wealthy countries, 
and even then, only 14 percent of the EU 
population has received their first dose 

compared to 36 percent of the U.S. — and 
travel back to Rice may be restricted for them 
next semester. For an international student 
in China, where FDA-approved vaccines are 
not available, it might make sense for them to 
wait to receive their shot until they are in the 
U.S. But if they choose to do that, they will 
likely be forced to quarantine upon arrival 
in Houston. Even after they receive their 
shot, they still won’t be fully vaccinated, at 
least according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, until two weeks 
after their second dose (or first if it’s Johnson 
& Johnson). Either way, the logistical 
headaches presented are enough to make 
your head spin. 

This is all relevant to the ongoing debate 
surrounding whether college campuses can, 
or should, mandate those living on campus 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine. Many of our 
peer institutions, including Duke University, 
Brown University and Cornell University, 
have announced recently that they will 
mandate students be vaccinated when they 
return in the fall. Should the administration 
choose to require the vaccine, there should 
be contingencies in place for students, like 
international students, who will be unable 
to receive an approved vaccine before they 
arrive on campus for the fall.

This editorial has been condensed for 
print. Read more online at ricethresher.org.

Rob LaVohn
WIESS COLLEGE ‘92

As the parade to Beer Bike 1992 
devolved into a water balloon melee, I 
picked up a pink water balloon and flung 
it in the general direction of a group of 
Sidizens who had been pelting me and 
my fellow Wiessmen with them.  As I 
did so, I felt my Rice ring slip from my 
finger.  A moment later, in the distance, 
I heard the metallic ping as my ring fell 
to the pavement.  
“My ring!  My ring 
came off!”  I don’t 
know how I was 
heard over the din 
of laughter and 
yelling, but in 
a few moments, 
Rice students 
from three or four 
colleges paused 
their good-
natured rivalry 
and helped me 
recover it, only 
a little worse for 
wear.  I wore that 
slightly dented ring up until replacing 
it for my 25th reunion a few years ago.  
That incident, for me, represented 
one of the best things about Rice: the 
residential colleges pushed and teased 
each other like merciless siblings but 
set aside those distinctions when it 
mattered.

In 1957, the residential college 

system had just begun, and its popularity 
was hardly universal.  The shift from 
organizing the campus structure by 
class years and centering it on the 
untried system faced a lot of opposition.  
One success from that inaugural year, 
though, has had long-lasting results: 
The bike race that would become Beer 
Bike started that year and established 

the benefits of 
c o m p e t i t i o n 
between the 
r e s i d e n t i a l 
colleges.  It 
b e c a m e 
s o m e t h i n g 
uniquely Rice, 
and rare is the 
Rice alum who 
does not have 
at least one 
Beer Bike shirt 
in the bottom 
of a drawer or 
decorating a 
quilt.

Now — almost thirty years after my 
ring flew off in a water balloon fight 
and over five decades since the first 
Beer Bike — the Rice community faces 
a different challenge: What do we call 
the week surrounding Beer Bike?  More 
recent alums call it “Willy Week,” but 
that term only originated in 1997. As 
the university struggles with the legacy 
of its founder, the call to distance 
the week from WMR was the topic of 
a recent Thresher editorial.  Indeed, 
some residential colleges have come up 
with their own names — though those 
names are understandably inadequate 
for a university-wide celebration.  If any 
residential college had claim to naming 
the week after themselves, it would be 
Lovett College, since President Edgar 
Odell Lovett was the prime mover of the 
college system which he suggested in his 
inaugural address on Oct. 12, 1912.  But 
Lovett, for all the good he did, was just a 
man, and we understand how time may 
reveal unpleasant truths about even the 
best men; naming the week after any 
person might create a similar dilemma 
down the line.

It seems, in this case, the simplest 
solution is the best: Since Beer Bike 
is and always has been linked to the 
residential college system, why not call 
the celebration College Week?  Individual 
colleges can celebrate “Maggie Week” 
or “Sid Week” or whatever — but when 
we all come together, it should be 
College Week, celebrating the success 
of something uniquely Rice.  It is that 
spirit of competition and camaraderie 
that I saw first-hand (if you’ll pardon the 
pun) in 1992, and it is something worth 
celebrating as Rice goes on.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

What should we call “Willy Week”?
EDITORIAL

Account for international 
students when planning for fall

That incident, for me, 
represented one of the 
best things about Rice: 
the residential colleges 
pushed and teased each 
other like merciless 
siblings but set aside 
those distinctions when it 
mattered.



TOMÁS RUSSO
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While most Rice students have written 
at least a handful of essays and papers, 
few have written entire books — and gotten 
them published. The Thresher spoke with 
four student authors about their writing and 
publishing processes.

Making reading more representative
Eli Mendoza’s first book began as a way to 

vent in middle school.
“[It] wasn’t meant as something to 

be published — I just enjoyed writing,” 
Mendoza said.

Mendoza, a sophomore at Duncan 
College, said that his book, “Theory 
of Reality,” looks at the intersection of 
ethnicity and LGBTQ+ identity, mental 
health and the environment. 

“[It] looks at the perspectives of two 
different characters as they go through high 
school,” Mendoza said. “It is intense, as it’s 

based upon the experiences of myself and 
other people I know.”

Mendoza, who is transgender, wanted to 
write a book that better reflects the diversity 
of our generation by giving representation 
to those who are often left out of the world 
of literature.

“Intersectionality means we experience 
things differently, but at the same time trauma 
doesn’t discriminate,” Mendoza said. “I try 
to have a good amount of representation, so 
hopefully there will be people who normally 
aren’t represented in young adult novels that 
will feel represented.”

Mendoza sporadically worked on what 
became his first book throughout middle 
school and high school. After seven years of 
working on the project, Mendoza has spent 
the last year working with a writer’s program 
through Georgetown University in order to 
edit and publish his book.

“It was the one time I got a random 
LinkedIn message and actually responded 
to it — and I don’t regret it,” Mendoza said. 

“They deal with finding editors, distribution 
and the entire process.”

For Mendoza, the editing process has not 
been easy.

“The hardest part was definitely taking 
the original manuscript and rewriting the 
entire thing,” Mendoza said. “Especially after 
working on it for so long, I really didn’t want 
to change it. That manuscript really meant a 
lot to me. I was like, ‘it’s been like this for five 
years, what do you mean I have to change it?’”

However, Mendoza believes that all the 
edits are worth it because he will finally be 
published by the end of May.

“When I was younger I always wanted 
to be a published author, and it’s weird that 
it’s actually happening and I’m not even 
21 yet,” Mendoza said. “Younger me is so 
excited to have an author bio and to know 
what’s going to be on the back cover of the 
book. [It’s] small things like that that get 
me really excited.”

Mendoza is a psychology major who plans 
on going to graduate school in psychology. 

He hopes to address barriers to accessibility 
for marginalized populations. 

“If my books take off, it would be great 
to use that platform to bring awareness to 
mental health beyond the usual depression 
and anxiety route,” Mendoza said.

MORIKE AYODEJI
THRESHER STAFF

“To the guy on the 2nd floor at Brown, 
you’re cute but I’m too scared to talk to you.” 
“To the hot shawty in Duncan 5th floor, u can 
ride me over when u do ur beer bike practice.” 
“To the guy who emerged from fondy wearing 
a blue&red flannel w Addidas sweatpants– 
u single?” These are just a sample of the 
student submissions featured on Rice Missed 
Connections, an Instagram account that 
gives students a platform to shoot their shot 
anonymously with other students. 

The page has gained popularity since 
its creation on Jan. 15 of this year. The page 
publishes anonymous submissions from 
students that typically compliment peers 
they’ve had chance encounters with. It is run 
by a junior and senior at Rice, who remain 
anonymous on the page. 

The students behind the page told the 
Thresher they decided to start it after a friend 
of theirs who attends Stanford University told 
them about a similar page at their school.

“We decided to start it because we felt it 
would be a way for people to connect more. 
Quarantine has been really isolating, so we 
thought this account would be a good way for 
people to connect,” the account owners said. 
“I think we’ve gained so much popularity 
because we really entertain people, but also 
because we are bringing people together. We 
always try to use our platform to uplift Rice 
students and organizations.”

That support and uplifting primarily 
happen on the account’s story, where they 
share posts such as shoutouts for Camp 
Kesem or Rice University Dance Marathon, as 
well as generally positive messages for their 
audience to see. According to the account 
owners, the page receives around six to seven 
submissions a week through Instagram direct 
messages, and they try to post one to two 
times a day. However, not every submission 
is posted.

“Usually, we post everything unless it’s 
really crazy. Too crazy are submissions that 
objectify too much. When we say objectify 
too much, we mean posts that go beyond just 
saying the guy or girl is cute; for example, 
DMs that talk about a girl’s butt. We’ve had a 
few, and those we don’t put up,” the students 
said. 

Although not every submission makes 
it on the page, the ones that do are often 
entertaining. The account owners said one 
of their recent favorites was a submission 
soliciting help for a work of art. “Looking 
for real human semen samples for an ~art~ 
project. DM for details,” the submission read.  

The submission, which has almost a 
hundred likes, was made by Ling DeBellis, a 
sophomore at Martel College double majoring 

in evolutionary biology and visual and 
dramatic arts. Debellis is in a course called 
‘Monster’, an intersection of Biosciences and 
Visual and Dramatic Arts, that explores how 
art and science influence what we conceive, 
or misconceive, about monstrous things. 
One of the projects this semester, according 
to DeBellis, was to make art using some 
sort of bodily material. DeBellis decided to 
incorporate human semen into making clear, 
plastic beverage coasters.

“I decided to take this project public 
and thought, ‘Why not 
send it to Rice Missed 
Connections?’ I’ve 
been chatting back and 
forth with Rice Missed 
Connections for a while, 
and I have written more 
than one post,” DeBellis 
said. “This is not my 
only post on Rice Missed 
Connections, I just do 
it for fun. It was a hit; 
people knew it was me. 
I think this sparked a 
lot of conversation. This 
project was meant to 
have a conversation, whatever that may be.”

Students have garnered just as much 
attention when they’ve been the subjects of a 
Rice Missed Connections post. Baker College 
freshman Austin Cox received two posts on 
the page and said the whole experience was 
entertaining. 

“I actually had two posts one day apart 
from one another basically saying kinda 
the same thing. Just like, ‘preppy kid with 
glasses at Baker,’” Cox said. “The first post, 
I didn’t think it was me cause it said blonde 
or something, and I’m kinda blonde but I 
don’t perceive myself as blonde. And then the 

second one was like, “short, preppy, glasses” 
and I was like, ‘Alright, that can’t be anybody 
else.’”

Cox said it felt a little weird to receive a 
post, as well as the attention when his friends 
texted him and tagged him in the comments. 
Ultimately, though, he said the experience 
was more funny than anything else.

After seeing the two posts, Cox tried to find 
out who was behind them.

“I DMed Rice Missed Connections and 
asked if either of [the posts] were about me 

and they said that both 
of them are. I was like, 
‘Do you want to give 
me their Instagram?’” 
Cox said.  “They asked 
the two people if they 
felt comfortable sharing 
their usernames. 
Apparently, one didn’t 
respond and the other 
said, ‘not yet.’”

Cadan Hanson is 
another student who 
has been the subject 
of a Rice Missed 
Connections post. 

Hanson, a Will Rice freshman, said he became 
a fan of the account after being shouted out.

“It was funny, cause I knew it was me but 
I wasn’t sure at first who [had submitted it]. I 
was like, ‘I think I have an idea of who it is but 
not 100 percent sure’ … I think it was one of 
the guys on the track team who was messing 
with me. That’s my hunch,” Hanson said. “I 
think the page is awesome. It’s something 
that just gets people to step outside their 
comfort zone and shout someone out or get a 
DM to a crush.”

Hanson also received unexpected 
attention for his YouTube channel.

“I thought it was cool that [the submission] 
also shouted out my YouTube channel, cause 
now people ask me about that. It’s just kind of 
a running thing that I started in the summer,” 
Hanson said. “I didn’t really tell people about 
it, I just kept it on the [down low], and then 
Rice Missed Connections hit and a lot of 
people know about it now, which isn’t a bad 
thing; it’s pretty cool.”

Anthony Zheng, a Baker freshman, said he 
was surprised to see a post about him on the 
page, and then set out to find the person.

“It was very specific. It was like, ‘the person 
who showers a lot.’ That kinda narrowed it 
down,” Zheng said. “Turns out it was just my 
friend Justin. He just wrote it for fun, and he 
showed us his DMs with the account. I guess 
having your friends post about you kinda 
ruins the point of the missed connections, but 
it was still like pretty fun trying to figure out 
who it was.”

Under the spot where you can list your 
profession on Instagram, the Rice Missed 
Connections page has “doctor.” That’s 
because the account owners consider 
themselves “love doctors.”

“We help out people with love,” the 
account owners said. “Our whole goal with 
our page is to connect strangers and people 
who might not be able to connect otherwise. 
The way it works is someone DMs us and 
we post it, then if someone — person B — 
thinks it’s them, they’ll DM us and we then 
ask person A. If person B is the person, then 
person A can decide whether to connect or 
remain anonymous. We’ve had probably 30 
to 40 connections by now that happened 
straight off of DM submissions. We have 
also had a few people who like to stay secret 
admirers.”

In addition to these DM submissions, 
the owners of the Rice Missed Connections 
account have also started running a dating 
service called Blind Connections on the page.

“Blind Connections is super simple. We 
put up a ‘drop your username’ on our story 
and afterward we put all the names, we 
get into a random list generator and then 
DM everyone their matches,” the account 
owners said. “The first time we had about 
75 people including romantic minorities 
and the second time we had over 100 
people.”

Overall, the Rice Missed Connections 
page has been an entertaining addition to 
this semester for many.

“We think our page is so widely 
appreciated because we as Rice students 
are usually seen as very hardworking and 
focused, which we are, but our page allows 
people to relax, unwind, and have a little 
more fun,” the account owners said. 

This article has been condensed for 
print. Read more online at ricethresher.org.
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Untold Histories
Popes and witches are just 
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year’s Rice Historical Review.
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Senior Spotlight
Maddy Scannell talks debate 
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senior spotlight.
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Student authors: Rice students talk writing and publishing books

Eli Mendoza’s first book is called “The Theory 
of Reality.” The Duncan College sophomore 
is one of various student authors at Rice.
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Quarantine has been 
really isolating, so we 
thought this account 
would be a good way 
for people to connect.

Rice Missed Connections 
account owners
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ARTISTS-IN-DIALOGUE
Join the Moody Center for the Arts for 
a conversation between Shirazeh 
Houshiary, a multidisciplinary 
visual artist based in London, and 
Enuma Okoro, a Nigerian-American 
writer, speaker and cultural curator 
based in New York City. The two 
artists will discuss the spiritual 
meaning of art during a virtual talk 
on Thursday, April 15 from noon to 

1 p.m. 

WEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENS

THE LARAMIE PROJECT

This Friday, the Rice Players will 
present “The Laramie Project,” a 
play about the murder of a young 
gay man, Matthew Shepherd, 
and its lasting impact on his small 
community. The show will stream 
live online at 8 p.m. CST for free. 
However, tickets must be reserved 
through ShowTix4U. Content 
warning: violence, anti-LGBTQ+ 

EARTH DAY AT 
DISCOVERY GREEN

Celebrate Earth Day at Discovery 
Green this Saturday, April 18 from 
noon to 5 p.m. with films, food, 
art and more. Short films about 
Houston’s environment will screen 
from noon to 4 p.m., and visitors 
can enjoy live painting from 13 local 
artists and healthy snacks from 
Urban Harvest and Churrascos 

food truck throughout the day.

HERMANN PARK
NATURE WALK

Get some fresh air this weekend 
with Rice professor of biosciences 
Even Siemann who will lead 
students on a nature walk through 
Hermann Park this Sunday, April 
18. Students should sign up online 
in advance and gather at the 

Sallyport at 10 a.m. 

“I took the safe route and was like, ‘We’re 
not going to have live performing artists 
performing at Rice in front of a crowd,’” 
Landry said. “Because that was too much 
liability that I didn’t want to deal with. I 
really didn’t want to risk people getting sick 
especially since these artists would [have 
been] flying in from other places.”

Landry said that there will be 10 artists 
pre-recording their own sets that will each be 
40-45 minutes long. They will stream the sets 
online through KTRU social media channels, 
so the event will be accessible to anyone with 
internet access regardless of location. Rice 
community members can sign up for the 
times that they want to attend the event in-
person.

This virtual format was key to inspiring 
the artwork used to advertise the event. Isabel 
Samperio, a Hanszen College senior, said 
that she kept the virtual format in mind while 
designing the graphics for ODS.

“Katelyn [Landry] and I met a few times 
to talk about our vision for a lot of the 
graphics for ODS this year, and one thing she 
mentioned to me was because the show is 

virtual [that she wanted the graphics] to have 
some reference to that,” Samperio said.

Creating the graphics was a different 
experience than working in other mediums, 
something Samperio sought to embrace with 
the design.“Whenever you’re working with a 
new type of media, you realize that there are 
certain things you can do in one that you can’t 
do in another,” Samperio said. “On [the ODS] 
poster, there’s different bunny and pineapple 
shapes that look gel-like or like water-like 
stickers, and there’s no way I would be able to 
paint something like that.”

Merchandise for this year’s ODS will be 
sold both at the in-person event and through 
an online store. For those attending the event 
in-person, there will be a live art installation 
by Houston-based artist Chandrika Metivier 
and the opportunity to get food from Houston 
food trucks. The food trucks have yet to be 
announced, but, according to Landry, they 
are aiming for two food trucks present with 
one providing vegetarian and vegan options.

“I wanted to make a mini music and art 
festival that people can go and enjoy safely,” 
Landry said.  “It won’t be the giant crowd that 
we all love about the show, but it’s something. 
I’m really hoping people enjoy it from their 
homes as well.”

After other successful events KTRU has 
hosted this semester, Landry said that she is 
optimistic about ODS. “I think the Cozy Show 
that went on in February was pretty successful 
even though we had technical difficulties,” 
Landry said. “I got together with my friends, 
and we watched it and had a good time. I’m 
hoping that’s what happens with this show.”

Landry said that she hopes people will 

tune in for the performances and potentially 
host COVID-safe watch parties. “As long as 
gatherings are happening safely, I like the 
idea [of the show] being on a laptop or on a TV 

at a certain point in the day and just having 
the music going in the background,” Landry 
said. “I know people are really excited for our 
headliners [Dorian Electra and Raveena], so I 
hope people will have their own little watch 
parties. All I really want is for people to watch 
and enjoy it.”

Samperio said that the most exciting thing 
about the upcoming event is that ODS is 
happening at all. “[ODS] is one of my favorite 
events at Rice each year, and the line-up is 
super fun this year,” Samperio said. “I’m just 
excited to have an event that has an in-person 
event that brings people together. I’m a senior, 
so to get [an in-person experience for ODS] 
before I leave is really great.”

After this year, Landry said that she 
hopes students will be encouraged to attend 
future events and appreciate KTRU after they 
return to something more normal after the 
difficulties they have faced. “I hope that [the 
Rice community] enjoys it and has a good 
time,” Landry said. “But I also hope that 
they remember this and are willing to come 
out next year when we’re back. I hope that 
the Rice community will take note of and 
appreciate KTRU.”

Editor’s Note: Katelyn Landry is the 
Thresher’s arts and entertainment editor.
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OUTDOOR SHOW

“It won’t be the giant 
crowd that we all love 
about the show, but it’s 
something. I’m really 
hoping people enjoy it 
from their homes as well.
Katelyn Landry
OUTDOOR SHOW COORDINATOR

JULIANA PHAN
THRESHER STAFF 

Fans got their first taste of Taylor 
Swift’s re-recorded album, “Fearless 
(Taylor’s Version),” when a snippet of 
“Love Story” was used in Ryan Reynolds’ 
Tinder commercial last December. The full 
album was released on April 9 and includes 
remastered versions of every song from the 
platinum edition of Swift’s 2008 album, 
“Fearless,” along with six unreleased songs 
“from the vault” that were cut from the 
original project. The re-release is largely 
unchanged from the original in terms of 
her familiar vocals on fan-favorite singles 
like “You Belong With Me.” Still, the album 
epitomizes the singer-songwriter’s artistic 

growth over the past decade and serves as 
the first step to Swift regaining ownership 
of her music, making “Fearless (Taylor’s 
Version)” a worthwhile listen for returning 
fans and new listeners alike. 

The controversy prompting Swift to 
re-record her music began in June 2019 
when her former record label, Big Machine 
Records, was acquired by Ithaca Holdings, 
thereby transferring ownership of Swift’s 
first six albums to the company. Swift had 
signed a 13-year contract with Big Machine 
Records before working with her current 
label, Universal Music Group, with whom 
she produced her most recent albums, 
“Lover,” “folklore” and “evermore.” While 
she retains the rights to her last three 
albums, Swift has engaged in legal battles 

with Ithaca Holdings since its acquisition 
of the rights to all of her previous music 
through 2017’s “Reputation.” Scooter Braun, 
the owner of Ithaca Holdings, later sold her 
music catalog — including music, videos 
and album art — to private equity company 
Shamrock Holdings in October 2020. 

As a result, Swift announced that she 
would re-record all six of the albums, 
starting with her second and most popular 
album, “Fearless.” With its re-release, 
Swift has taken the initiative to protect and 
advocate for her artistic agency against an 
often exploitative music industry, and has 
engaged with her audience in a way that 
artists have not done before. 

Although the acts of re-recording music 
and facing legal challenges about music 
copyright are not uncommon for artists, 
Swift’s decision to address the issue so 
publicly is. In the past, artists would 
sometimes re-record their music after they 
decided to move 
to a new label, but 
they did not usually 
publicize the fact 
that they were doing 
so nor use it as 
an opportunity to 
release new songs. 
On the other hand, 
Swift, from the 
beginning of the 
controversy, has openly criticized the sale of 
her music without her consent as well as the 
general loss of artists’ rights in the industry. 
By titling the 2021 re-release, “Taylor’s 
Version,” encouraging her fans to stream the 
new version, and marketing the album with 
easter eggs and secret messages for fans 
to decode, Swift has pushed the industry 
to work in her favor at a moment when it 

was trying to silence her. With this album 
once again topping the international music 
charts, Swift not only reclaims her legal 
rights to her music, but she also reasserts 
her dominance in the music industry with 
solidified support from her fanbase. 

The re-recorded album is an admirably 
bold reclamation of her music from the 
record label, but it also adds a layer of 
retrospect to her album that, especially for 
longtime fans of Swift, makes “Fearless 
(Taylor’s Version)” all the more meaningful. 
Since Swift first gained her popularity as a 
songwriter, she also became sensationalized 
in the media for her romantic relationships 
and subsequent songs about her celebrity 
exes, such as “Forever and Always” off the 
“Fearless” album. Under public scrutiny, 
Swift quickly became a cultural symbol of 
capricious romance, as seen most recently 
with the controversy surrounding a scene 
in Netflix sitcom “Ginny and Georgia” 

where Ginny tells 
her mother that she 
“goes through men 
faster than Taylor 
Swift.” 

However, when 
Swift revisits the 
breakup songs that 
initially contributed 
to that reputation, 
she is no longer 

singing them as the teen she was when 
she wrote them. She has since learned to 
condemn the media’s misogyny-tinged 
comments surrounding her love life and 
can now sing the diaristic recollections of 
her teenage affliction with the insight of a 
30-year-old woman.

This article has been condensed for print. 
Read the full story online at ricethresher.org.

Review: Taylor Swift reclaims her artistry with re-recorded album “Fearless (Taylor’s Version)” 

FEARLESS

Genre: Pop/Country

Top Track: ‘Mr. Perfectly Fine’

COURTESY REPUBLIC RECORDS
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Owl pitchers had a rough go of it 
this weekend, as Rice baseball lost 
four straight games to Louisiana Tech 
University by a combined total of 29 
runs. Ranked No. 16 nationally heading 
into the weekend, the Bulldogs got to 
Rice’s pitching staff for 6 runs on Friday 
night, 7 and 20 runs, respectively, in the 
two games on Saturday. With the Owls 
losing the final game of the weekend 13-4 
on Sunday afternoon, their conference 
record dropped to 2-9-1 on the season.

Head coach Matt Bragga did not mince 
words after the losses.

“The bullpen’s been bad, just being 
honest,” Bragga said. “[We’re] walking 
too many people, hitting too many 
people, and when you give free bases 
away, you do not win. It doesn’t matter if 
you’re playing a good team or a bad team. 
We have been passive, and hitters have 
taken it to us.”

Friday’s game was a one-sided affair, 
as the Owls managed only four hits over 
the course of the game. It was a tie game 
through five innings, but LA Tech scratched 
across three runs in the sixth and followed 
that up with another three runs in the 
eighth, solidifying their 6-0 victory. 

The first game of Saturday’s 
doubleheader was looking good for the 
Owls, as they took a 6-2 lead into the sixth 
inning, but the bullpen relinquished five 
runs over the final two innings, and LA 

Tech grabbed a 7-6 victory in seven innings.
After such a close first Saturday game, 

expectations were high heading into the 
second half of the doubleheader. Those 

expectations were shattered early, as Rice 
trailed 9-0 after just two innings. As the 
seventh inning came to a merciful close, 
the Owls were looking at a 20-6 defeat, 
their worst so far this season. 

Saturday’s second game marked the 
third time this season that the Owls have 
given up 15 or more runs in a game - in 
all three instances, the games only lasted 
seven innings. According to Bragga, 
those games happen when the starting 
pitching gives up runs early. 

“Games spiral when our 
starter doesn’t perform well,” 
Bragga said. “When that happens, 
[especially] in a four game series, you 
throw guys lower on the depth chart. 
Those guys are there for a reason, and 

when you [throw them] in games they 
tend to spiral more out of control than 
they already were. And that’s happening 
too much.”

The Sunday game was more of the 
same story. After surrendering a run in 
the top of the fourth, the Owls scored 
two in the bottom of the frame to take a 
2-1 lead. Immediately, Owl pitching gave 
up two runs to give the lead back, and 
proceeded to give up another four in the 
top of the sixth. All told, the Owls gave 
up 13 runs — 10 of which were scored in 
the final four innings.

“We score [one], they score two; we 
score two, they score three. We need a 
shutdown inning,” Bragga said. “Go shut 
them down, it’s not that hard.”

According to Bragga, though, the 
team’s moral is, for the moment, far 
better than it could be. 

“The team moral should be crap right 
now, and it’s actually not too bad,” 
Bragga said. “They’re coming to the yard 
believing [every game] that they can 
win. I give them a lot of credit, it would 
be easy to put our tail between 
our legs, but I don’t 
get that 
s e n s e 

at all. If this continues, then maybe the 
tail goes between the legs. But right now 
that is not the case.”

Heading into next weekend, the Owls 
will face a formidable Old Dominion 
University. The Monarchs have as 
high-powered an offense as anyone in 
Conference USA; they are currently tied 
for first in the nation with 50 home runs 
as a team this season.

“That’s not what you want, especially 
with a struggling pitching staff,” Bragga 
said of facing the ODU lineup. “But the 
reality of it is, the league is good right 
now, so you better get better.”

The Owls will begin their four-game series 
with ODU this Friday, in Norfolk, Virginia. 
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Both Rice track and field teams were 
in College Station over the weekend 
for the Texas A&M Invitational track 
meet. Six Owls won events at the meet, 
three each from the men’s and women’s 
teams, and 14 Owls had top-3 finishes. 
According to men’s head coach Jon 
Warren, the Owls put on a strong show 
against tough competition.

“It was a very good weekend in 
College Station,” Warren said. “We had 
quite a few other top performances in 
a meet that, as you can guess since it 
was hosted by the Aggies, had a stellar 
competition.”

On Friday, the Owls had a handful of 
strong showings. Rice took five of the top 
seven spots in the women’s 5,000 meter, 
including a first-place finish from senior 
distance runner Khayla Patel. Redshirt 
junior thrower Julie Perez also stood out 
on Friday, placing second with a discus 
throw of 53.79 meters, the second-best 
mark in program history. According to 
women’s head coach Jim Bevan, Perez’s 
throw was one of the highlights of the 
weekend for the Owls.

“Julie Perez had a big throw,” Bevan 
said. “That mark should get her into the 
national championships.”

Meanwhile, on the men’s side, 
sophomore thrower Samuel Woodley 
stole the show for the Owls on Friday. His 
first place discus throw of 58.71 meters 
beat the competition by two meters, 
earning him the second farthest throw in 
program history, and the sixth farthest 
throw in Division I this season. Warren 
said that Woodley’s throw stood out on 
a day that saw several other Owls turn in 
strong performances.

“Sam Woodley had the biggest 
weekend out of a group of guys that had 
outstanding weekends,” Warren said. 
“It’s tough to top a throw that wins the 

meet, ranks No. 2 all time in Rice history 
and is the No. 6 throw in the NCAA.  Truly 
outstanding.”

According to Woodley, setting a new 
personal record was gratifying.

“There was a lot of energy around 
the discus cage when the distance was 
announced,” Woodley said. “I might 
have even shouted a little bit out of 
excitement. It was great to see the hard 
work in the cage and in the weight room 
result in a new [personal record].”

On Saturday, the Owls took home two 
more golds on the women’s side. Junior 
shot-putter Erna Gunnardóttir set a 
personal best with a 16.72 meter launch, 
to take first place. Graduate jumper 
Michelle Fokam, who already has four 
All-American honors during her time at 
Rice, added to her resume with a new 
personal best of 13.52 meters in the 
triple jump. That mark earned 
Fokam first place on Saturday, 
while currently ranking fourth in 
the NCAA this season.

 According to Fokam, she was 
surprised to see that she had set a 
new personal best.

“I didn’t realize the jump was so far,” 
Fokam said. “I’ve known all season long that 
I [was] capable of jumping further than my 
PB, it’s just that jump didn’t feel like the best 

jump or the farthest jump of my life.”
According to Bevan, while a number of 

Owls performed well over the weekend, 
Fokam’s jump was the highlight. 

“We had some outstanding 
performances [all weekend], highlighted 
by Michelle Fokam winning the triple 
jump and qualifying for the Olympic Trials 
with a mark of 44’ 4.25,”” Bevan said.

Fokam also said that she was 
impressed by her teammates as well 
throughout the weekend.

“The team showed out this past 
weekend at A&M,” Fokam said. “Every 
single person on the team is continuously 
getting better, making our team ever 
stronger [as we approach] the conference 
meet. I couldn’t be more proud of the 
girls and where we are individually.”

On the men’s side, Rice’s day w a s 
highlighted by two events 
in which an Owls 
took each of the top 
two spots on the 
podium. In the 
hammer throw, 
junior Nick Hicks 
took first place, 
while freshman 
Shaun Kerry 
took second. 
Then, in the 

steeplechase Rice repeated this feat, 
with seniors Hociel Landa and Andrew 
Abikhaled taking first and second place 
respectively. After the meet, Warren said 
he was impressed with what his team 
was able to do in both events.

“To go one-two in one event in a meet 
of this caliber is an excellent result,” 
Warren said. “To have it happen in two 
events is truly outstanding.”

Despite their successes, both teams 
dropped slightly in the National Track 
and Field Ratings Index rankings 
published on Monday. The men’s team 
placed No. 66, down ten spots from last 
week, while the women’s team fell three 
spots to No. 32. As the outdoor season 
winds down, Bevan said he is happy 
with where his team stands.

“I am very impressed as a whole 
with where we are at right now,” Bevan 
said, adding  “We are making progress, 

trying to stay healthy and balance our 
training, competing and academics 
right now. We need to continue 
making small strides, event by event 
to get to the conference 
meet at our best.”

W i t h 
only three 

meets remaining before 
the Conference USA 
championships, both 
teams will travel to the 
University of Texas at San 
Antonio for the Roadrunner 
invitational on Saturday.

Six Owls take gold at T&F meet in College Station

Baseball swept by No. 16 LA Tech

Matt Bragga
HEAD COACH

[We’re] walking too many 
people, hitting too many 
people, and when you give 
free bases away, you do not 
win.

Michelle Fokam
GRADUATE JUMPER

The team showed out this 
past weekend at A&M. Every 
single person on the team is 
continously getting better, 
making our team ever 
stronger [as we approach] 
the conference meet.

PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS

Sophomore thrower Samuel Woodley competes in the discus throw. Woodley was one 
of six Owls to take first place in an event at the Texas A&M Invitational over the weekend.

PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS

Junior infiedler Hal Hughes tries to tag out a Louisiana Tech runner sliding into second 
base. The Owls were swept by the Bulldogs in their four-game series last weekend.
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SOUTHAMPTON MONTESSORI SCHOOL 
AFTERNOON TEACHER ASSISTANTS  
1-6 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Located near Rice Village. 
Paid Holidays. Email jennifer@southamp-
tonmontessori.com 713-526-7458

PART-TIME HOUSE MGR HELP NEEDED  
very flexible part-time; help with misc. 
home/care stuff - errands, housesit, walk 
dog, groceries, organizing...) Email Rcling-
man@icloud.com

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Lindsay Josephs
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire, written this week by Ndidi Nwosu and Timmy Mansfield, edited by Simona M@tovic  and designed by #Sponsored Matovic. Follow us at  JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

Up and Coming Rice Instagrams
You know @RiceMissedConnections, you know @RiceBathrooms, and of course, you know 

@RiceUniversityPossumSightings. But we at the Backpage have compiled a list of lesser-known Rice Instagram 
accounts that you should follow! You’ll be able to say you knew them before they became the next big influencers.
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