
Angry alumni 
start their own 
newspaper

The Rice administration has finally 
responded to students’ cries regarding the 
continued presence of William Marsh Rice on 
campus. Robert T. Brockman, the prominent 
Rice donor who was charged last October 
with the largest tax evasion case in U.S 
history, has been selected by the Board of 
Trustees to replace William Marsh Rice as the 
new namesake for the university. 

Effective April 1, 2021, Rice University 
shall henceforth be referred to as Brockman 
University, President David Leebron 
announced in a very long email to the Rice 
community. Willy’s statue in the quad will 
also be replaced with Bobby’s Statue, to 
honor the great financial success of this 
notable individual.

“In recent years, he’s made history,” 
Leebron said. “We want our students to 
aim high, like Brockman has, and become 
prominent names known across the country. 
I think he would be a great role model for all 
our students going forward.”

The Board of Trustees said that Brockman 
stood out to them as the clear winner for 
the new namesake of this university and its 
unconventional wisdom. According to the 

federal indictment, Brockman evaded more 
than $2 billion in federal taxes over two 
decades. He has an impressive list of charges 
on his 39-count indictment: wire fraud, tax 
evasion, money laundering, destruction of 
evidence, just to name a few. To dodge the IRS, 
Brockman funnelled profits through secret 
bank accounts in Bermuda and Switzerland, 
used encrypted email communication, 
and gave his handlers code names such as 
“Snapper” and “Bonefish.” 

“Brockman’s approach to finances are 
very much in line with the unconventional 
wisdom that our university strives for,” 
Leebron said. “He’s proven that he thinks 
outside the box, for example, when it comes 
to taxes.”

Brockman is already intertwined with 
the Rice community in many ways. Both the 
Opera House and physics building carry his 
family’s name, and the Board of Trustees 
cited this as another positive reason for their 
renaming decision.

“Brockman’s name already stands on 
two of the most well-used buildings on this 
campus,” the chair of the Board wrote in an 
email to the Trasher. “His name just rolls off 

the tongues of Rice students, so it should be a 
seamless transition.”

As some may know, with oil and gas 
markets crashing during the pandemic 
and Rice Management Company’s extreme 
undiversified investment portfolio, Rice 
University has undergone significant financial 
strain. Furthermore, the countless “ghost 
swipes” of off-campus undergraduates in the 
servery has left Housing and Dining bleeding 
cash. The Board of Trustees is hopeful that 
the Brockman Trust will take great delight at 
this new announcement, and help rectify the 
university’s financial crisis once they settle 
pending legal charges. 

One student, a newly-declared business 
major, said he is glad the university is 
changing its name to reflect a more relatable 
role model for students. Brockman serves on 
the Council of Overseers of Jones Graduate 
School of Business, so he has a soft spot for 
business-minded students. 

“Brockman is listed as a guest lecturer for 
my financial integrity class next semester, 
and I’m so excited,” business student Marco 
Ting said. “I’ve looked up to him ever since he 
blew up the news in October.”

Rice University renamed to Brockman 
University, Willy’s Statue replaced with 
Bobby’s Statue to appease students

In response to recent Thresher 
coverage, several alumni have banded 
together to create their own newspaper 
— the Rice Whine — that covers current 
events on issues that impact the Rice 
community despite not being affected 
by any of the events or issues that they 
comment on. They are hoping that it will 
compete with the Rice Thresher. 

“This looks like this may become a 
battle between the boomers who worked 
all their lives, and wokers who probably 
majored in Art History,” Jim Love said. 

Offended by the idea that current 
students might have an opinion on the 
state of the university that they attend, 
several alumni and seemingly unaffiliated 
Facebook commenters joined the fold. 
The Rice Whine is meant to provide input 
on campus life from everyone but those 
affected by it the most: students.

“This is why it’s not a student-run 
university,” Roy Johnson said.

Multiple of the Rice Whine’s staff 
writers said the Thresher indoctrinated 
students by reporting on what students 
have to say. 

“Rice is not the same as it was in the 
past, so they need more indoctrination 
from current people to make certain that 
their minds are right,” Gene Hinyard said.

“Glad this is labeled opinion, because 
there is a paucity of facts and plenty of 
propaganda,” John Bland said of a recent 
Thresher article.

To get around this issue themselves, 
the Rice Whine will be made up entirely 
of opinion pages so that they do not have 
to substantiate any of their pieces with 
interviews or pesky things like facts.

Commenting on behalf of the Rice 
Whine, Glen Collier submitted a 5-page 
essay to the Trasher that no one will ever 
bother to read. He, like many others 
involved with the newspaper, worries 
about the current state of liberal 
censorship on campus

“Rice University should remain 
NEUTRAL with the current climate of 
CANCEL ANYTHING SOMEONE MIGHT 
FIND OFFENSIVE,” Collier said. “In 
history, those who ban certain books or 
works of art, have generally not been 
considered the ‘Good Guys’ in the long 
run.”

To combat the Thresher’s history of 
censorship despite the very same people 
angry with the Thresher’s censorship 
using the Thresher comment section and 
op-eds as their primary platform, they will 
silence liberal voices. 

“If you get to be any bigger cry babies 
you might explode,” Ty Barker said 
despite literally using his own crying 
emoji later on in the same statement 
offered to the Trasher. “PLEASE STOP ALL 
THIS UNNECESSARY WHINING! “

The Rice Whine is currently funded by 
donations withheld by alumni enraged at 
the ongoing debate over the removal of 
Willy’s Statue.

This is why it’s not a 
student-run university.
Roy Johnson
FACEBOOK COMMENTER

More changes made to Beer Bike
Out of an abundance of caution, Rice 

Programs Council and Administration have 
added new rules and restrictions to Beer Bike 
2021. As some students may know, rules as of 
this week were as follows:

1. Only two bikers may be on the track 
at a time, unless the individual 
differences in height among all 
bikers is greater than or equal to 
three inches, in which case three 
bikers may be on the track, but only 
if their last names are alphabetically 
at least five letters apart, but their 
first names are within twelve letters 
and their horoscopes do not overlap.

2. Chuggers must drink water from 
a brand that charges at least $2 
per 16oz standard bottle, but no 
more than $4. Dasani will result in 
immediate disqualification.

3. One pit crew member may be present 
on the track, but instead of throwing 
or catching, they will be applying 
antiperspirant to the armpits of the 
bikers, maintaining social distancing 
by gripping the antiperspirant with a 
selfie stick.

4. The races will be streamed for all 
students in watch parties at their 
respective residential colleges.

The new rules, announced by pop 
sensation Dua Lipa this morning, are as 
follows:

1. Only two bikers may be on the track 
at a time, unless a third biker is on a 
motorcycle because motorcycles are 
sick as hell, they can do whatever 
they want. Vespas are strictly 
prohibited.

2. Chuggers must drink either Pedialyte 

or protein shakes. Rice is concerned 
that students are not getting their 
proper nutrients in. 

3. Pit crew must use exclusively 
sprayable antiperspirants. Sprays 
will only be permitted that have 
been taste tested in advance by a 
focus group of five students and 
are deemed at least “not that gross” 
on a scale of “vomit-inducing” 
to “surprisingly delicious.” Any 
students who assign a rating of 
“surprisingly delicious” for any 
spray must be sent for additional 
COVID testing.

4. The races will be streamed in Apple 
Watch parties, directly to students 
with Apple Watches only.

Dean G said she hopes that these new 
rules will eliminate the “huffing and puffing.”
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Rice researchers discover black hole created by infinite Task Forces

Scientific history is being made on Rice 
campus, in possibly the most significant 
capacity since the discovery of the 
Buckyball in 1985. This week, researchers 
discovered a small but mighty black 
hole underneath Farnsworth Pavilion. 
According to Rice Professor of Phythiccs 
and Asstronomy, Dr. Dick Succ, the black 
hole is sucking even harder and more 
aggressively than a desperate student’s 
vacuum in their dorm room before Parents’ 
Weekend. 

It may come as a surprise to many that 
the root of the problem may be something 
at Rice that is as abundant and common as 
our allergy-inducing trees: Task Forces. Dr. 
Succ currently hypothesizes that the source 
of the sucking is the gravitational pull of 
a seemingly infinite compounding of Task 
Forces to address Task Forces. Dr. Succ has 
been working with many groups to figure 
out how the suck came to be, including the 

Rice Student Association as well as Prezzy 
Leebzy and other Rice admin. 

“We don’t know 
exactly how the suck 
started,” Succ says, 
“but it looks like it 
may have begun with 
an online petition to 
change something at 
Rice that would be a 
relatively easy fix. The 
petition then amassed 
thousands of students 
signatures, and rather 
than just fixing the 
issue, Admin sent a 
vague email to all Rice 
community members 
and asked the SA to 
start a Working Group 
to develop a Task Force. But then, the list of 
SA recommendations just created another 

Working Group for another Task Force, 
while repurposing the original Task Force 

and relaunching 
it. Before anyone 
knew what 
was going on, 
Task Forces just 
started spawning 
Task Forces and 
Working Groups, 
and then the 
individual Working 
Groups turned into 
more Task Forces. 
These layers of 
Task Forces within 
Task Forces are 
mathemat ical ly 
infinite at this 
point. We cannot 

stop them. They’re swallowing everything 
in Farnsworth Pavilion, including all of 

the separate SA Working Groups and Task 
Forces addressing other issues entirely.”

The Trasher reached out to members 
of the SA and Admin for comments on 
the situation. The SA IVP and EVP did 
not respond, but the newly appointed SA 
VIP (Very Important Position), Firstname 
Whocaresanyway let us know that “Maybe 
with the black hole right in the middle of 
where SA meetings are held, students will 
finally engage with us and our meetings.” 
In a survey sent to all undergraduates 
that received just 69 responses, 100% of 
students rated their knowledge of the 
situation as a zero out of 10, with the 
only comment left on the survey reading 
“What?”

When asked how he plans to mitigate 
the situation, President David Leebron 
stated “We’re getting a Task Force together 
to figure out the appropriate next steps. 
This is quite unprecedented.” 

Before anyone knew what 
was going on, Task Forces 
just started spawning 
Task Forces and Working 
Groups, and then the 
individual Working Groups 
turned into more Task 
Forces.
Dr. Dick Succ
RICE PROFESSOR OF PHYTHICCS AND 
ASSTRONOMY

Men’s basketball closes season with narrow win over local elementary school
The Rice men’s basketball team closed 

out their season with a 80-77 win over 
Our Lord of the Sea Elementary on Friday. 
With the win, the Owls move to 13-12 on 
the year, giving them their first winning 
season since 2016-17. According to head 
coach Scott Pera, this win proved that the 
team is headed in the right direction.

“This was a big win for our program,” 
Pera said. “To finish the season with a 
winning record shows just how much 
progress we’ve made here. We’re building 
something, I really believe that.”

The Owls got out to an early lead. 
However, in the second half, instead of 
playing to their height advantage, the 
Owls curiously attempted 43 three-point 
shots, making only three of them. This 
allowed the Saints to storm back, closing 
the gap to one point in the final minute. 
The Owls were able to put away the 
game when Rice’s tallest player, 6 ‘11” 
sophomore forward Max Fiedler dunked 
(without jumping) on the eight-foot hoop, 
which had been lowered to comply with 
elementary school basketball regulations.

“In my opinion, we were lucky to win,” 
Pera said. “A lot of credit goes to Our Man 
of the Sea. They came here to win the 
game. They played to win the game.”

The game wasn’t initially on the Owls 
schedule. While the Owls’ season got off to 
a 6-2 start against elementary and middle 
school opponents, they struggled when 
facing other college teams. After losing 
nine of their last 11 games against college 
competition, the Owls found themselves 

at 12-12, with no games left on their 
schedule. Pera quickly scheduled OLSE 
for an additional game. When asked if he 
scheduled the extra game just to secure a 
winning season, Pera said that couldn’t be 

further from the truth.
“No, of course not,” Pera said. “I 

wouldn’t put too much stock into arbitrary 
titles – ‘elementary school,’ ‘high school,’ 
‘NCAA Division I,’ they’re really all the 

same – the bottom line is that they’re a 
tough, hard-working team and they go out 
there and compete. Beating a team like 
that is never easy, so I’m proud of our boys 
and what they were able to accomplish.”

After such a hectic, pandemic-affected 
season, Pera said the Owls are just happy 
to get a win.

“Well obviously you want to win,” Pera 
said. “Winning is good. Losing is bad. And 
anytime you win, that’s a good thing. So 
yes, it was good to get the win.”

Next week, the Owls will head to Frisco, 
TX for the Conference USA tournament. 
After their inevitable early exit, they will 
return to Houston for the HISD playoffs, in 
order to “finally win a goddamn trophy,” 
according to Pera.

Women’s basketball senior center 
Nancy Mulkey declined to comment for 
this story.

The designer is thinking of rage-quitting, 
after witnessing the pull quote quoting the 
quote directly before it.

Well obviously you want 
to win. Winning is good. 
Losing is bad. And anytime 
you win, that’s a good 
thing. So yes, it was good 
to get the win.

 Scott Pera
WINNER

I shit u not the name of the file for this photo is black-hole-artwork-royalty-free-illustration-1616081355
bruh I hope this turns out good it already looks grainy as hell on the indd file 

Yo do people even read captions on photos nowadays? Fuck convention Imma align to the right

some shitty graphic from a random website/ not thresher i can promise that 

They .... really . didn’t .-.. give .--. these .. photos -- any -... captions, . but .. I -. felt leaving --. it at .... that 
. would .-.. be -.. supremely .- unjust --. to .- this .. absolute -. beauty ... of - a -- photo -.-- No, .-- I .. am .-..
absolutely .-.. not being held against my wiaaoidsuahgjkbsdabsd;uihajg
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Rice researchers have been going off 
this last semester, but unfortunately they 
couldn’t get any of their ideas published, 
so they came none other than the Rice 
Trasher™ to spread the word. 

Tired of surprise vaccine 
announcements? Couldn’t run fast enough 
to get the vaccine the first? Or maybe you 
were just unfortunate enough to live in one 
of the North Colleges? Oh boy does Rice 
Bioengineering have the thing for you. 
With a small incision to your temple, you 
can get your very own microchip installed 
that will physically force you to run to the 
vaccine as well as to your scheduled COVID 
test You will be shocked at what happens 
when you’re actually forced to put effort 

into something. 
In a case study of a rogue student who 

managed to acquire all three vaccines, it 
was shown that the student developed the 
unique ability to actually filter infectious 
COVID air into clean, sterile air. The 
researchers behind the study hope to have 
these human HEPA filters “suck off” other 
students to remove the COVID. They have 
even explored the possibility of paying 
these students to filter feed in popular 
places around campus. What happens 
when you move on to the higher doses? 
Researchers are speculating that students 
might gain the ability to walk on water, 
or even to fly, while other voices in the 
scientific community have argued that 

what happens could be outside of the realm 
of human understanding. 

Coming in from the psych department, 

researchers have been identifying some 
long term side effects from the pandemic, 
including the startling discovery that some 
students are continuing to swab their 
noses on a weekly basis. A quote from the 
anonymous study has revealed that some 
students continue swabbing because they, 
“miss the feeling of their noses being 
violated.” Another student said they 
missed the “deep deep twist action that 
from that one staff member at Abercrombie 
that always made my eyes involuntarily 
tear up.” The researchers involved in this 
study hope to relate their findings to other 
ways Rice students have been conditioned, 
like how we’ve been conditioned to think 
that Baker 13 is okay. 

Notable breakthroughs in COVID-19 research at Rice

In a case study of a rogue 
student who managed to 
acquire all three vaccines, 
it was shown that the 
student developed the 
unique ability to actually 
filter infectious COVID air 
into clean, sterile air.

In the hopes of making fall semester as 
normal as possible, Rice’s summer break 
will transition to sprinkle days, following 
the reported success of spring. 

In order to ensure that students do not 
take weekend trips or breaks, sprinkle 
days will be scheduled on every other day 
of the week. 

“We want to give students a break, 
but not enough of a break that they can 
actually take a break,” Leebron told 
the Trasher. “You know, enough that 
they don’t go to class. But they can’t go 
anywhere else, either.”

When asked whether students had 
been consulted in the sprinkle summer 
decision, Leebron 
answered very, 
very directly, as 
always.

“In the process 
of coming to the 
decision of this 
decision, we 
consulted those 
who should have 
been consulted,” 
Leebron said. 
“The consultation process was one that 
consisted of many conversations and 
consultations, and ultimately we came to 
the conclusion that this decision was the 
decision that should be made.”

A task force by the Student 
Association is in the process of writing 
a resolution requesting for homework 
to not be due the day after a sprinkle 
day. However, the Faculty Senate 

unanimously voted against a similar 
resolution already brought up at last 
week’s meeting. When the Trasher 
reached out to Christopher Johns-Krull, 
speaker of the Faculty Senate, about this 
decision, he responded: [eye roll emoji] .

The Trasher has received an early draft 
of an email, which Leebron plans to send 
out to the Rice community shortly. The 
email, in its current state, was simply 
the phrase “unprecedented” written fifty 
times, and a link to John F. Kennedy’s 
“Why we go to the moon” speech.

When asked whether a sprinkle 
summer would be an effective summer 
break, Leebron began facing WiFi issues.

“I’m — I’m sorry, 
what did you say?” 
Leebron asked. 
“That’s so odd, you 
just froze for me. 
Hello? Can you hear 
me? I can’t hear you 
at all.”

Despite multiple 
attempts to repeat 
the question, 
Leebron’s WiFi 

connection did not become stable until the 
conversation’s subject was changed.

Tuition will continue into the summer 
due to this break format, Leebs said.

Leebron said they are thinking of 
making sprinkle days a more permanent 
fixture at Rice. If spring break ever makes a 
comeback, the week off will be announced 
one day at a time, to make sure students 
don’t leave campus.

University to implement 
‘Sprinkle Summer’

We want to give students 
a break, but not enough 
of a break that they can 
actually take a break.
Leebz
YEEHAW COLLEGE PRESIDENT

Prez Leebz recently announced his 
plan to increase Rice’s undergraduate 
population by 20% by 2025. But there 
are more details in his plan for the 
undergraduate population: increase the 
average incoming Purity Score by 25%, 
increase the average household income 
of admitted students by 40%, decrease 
campus-wide alcohol consumption by 
80%, increase campus-wide diagnoses of 
anxiety disorders by 40%, decrease mental 
health resources by 20%, increase legacy 
admissions of relatives of top alumni 
donors by 100%, decrease resources for 
VADA students by 30%, keep oil and gas 
presence in career resources (as well as 
donations) steady 
and increase 
tuition by 10% 
every year. 

With hundreds 
more students 
coming to Rice, 
Leebzy has began 
to address concerns about where they 
will live. “While students will still have no 
choice over their residential college, meal 
plan or people they meet initially, they 
will now have some choice over their dorm 
accommodations.” Leebron explains that 
students can elect to live outside in either 
camping tents or repurposed pandemic 
activity tents rather than taking their 
chances with randomized dorm housing. 
Dean Gorman commented to the Trasher 
that “Being exposed to Houston’s elements 
year-round is still better than living in the 

wing of Hanszen we’re destroying.”
Students who choose to live in the great 

outdoors will receive LPAP credit. When 
asked whether these students would pay 
reduced room and board given that they 
will not live in real buildings, Leebz and 
Gorman looked at one another, laughed 
for two consecutive minutes, laughed at 
the Trasher reporter, spat on the Trasher 
reporter and finally shouted “Get out of 
our faces for asking something so stupid.” 

Rice’s Public Affairs team has asked 
that the Trasher refer to the tents as 
“open-air, open concept, carbon-neutral 
coliving spaces,” as they will be branded 
on Rice’s communications and admissions 

materials. However, 
the Trasher will 
not. Anyways, the 
option to live in 
tents will be made 
available to all Rice 
undergraduates, 
not just new 

students. For students who have already 
completed their LPAP requirement, 
LeeBronny suggests that they include 
their living situation as an experience on 
a resume instead, as one of Rice’s many 
unpaid student positions. “Just call it 
anything,” Lebiebz instructed, “do you 
think employers or graduate programs 
know or care about the differences 
between O-Week coordinator or advisor or 
peer academic advisor? Make something 
up, your FWIS should have given the skills 
to do so.”

Rice expands freshman class size 
without any plan to house them, 
prompting ‘unconventional’ 
housing solutions

Students who choose to 
live in the great outdoors 
will receive LPAP credit.
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Last Friday, members of the class of 2021 
convened at the Sallyport for a socially-
distanced commencement ceremony — 
that is except for members of Hanszen 
College, who missed the ceremony after 
not being provided with details about 
commencement from their magisters.

On May 1, most graduating seniors 
received an email from their college 
magisters with the details of their 
graduation ceremony. Hanzsen seniors, 
however, did not receive that email. 
Instead, the only communication they 
received about graduation was on May 
14, the actual day of graduation. That 
evening, the Hasnzen magisters sent out 
an email inviting all the seniors to the 
ceremony, which began three hours before 
the email was sent. 

“Oh my god, we totally thought we sent 

this earlier!!!!! [zany face emoji]” the email 
read. “We’re in the stands at graduation, 
and if you sprint from your dorms right now 
you might be able to make the cap throw.”

Pauline Fingerzen, a Haznsen College 
senior, said she had been looking forward 
to her graduation all year. However, 
although she knew from Dean Bridget 
Gorman’s earlier communications that 
graduation was supposed on May 14, she 
assumed the date had been moved after 
not hearing anything about it for a month.

“I spent my Friday rewatching old 
‘iCarly’ episodes, until my edible hit and 
I went to bed. That was around 9 p.m.,” 
Fingerzen said. “The next day, scrolling 
on Instagram, I was like — ‘Why are all 
my friends wearing their regalia and 
posing in front of the Sallyport? Did I miss 
something?’”

Fingerzen wasn’t alone. Jordan Wyus, 
another Hszasndbhaen College senior, 
missed graduation as well. They were 
too busy trying to attend class — which 
they didn’t realize ended on April 30 after 
not receiving communication from their 
college.

“I checked the 
academic calendar, 
and it said classes 
were supposed to 
end on April 30. But 
given how crazy 
this year has been, 
I mostly rely on 
emails from college 
leadership to get a roadmap of my week, 
so I’ve still been going to my classes this 
May,” Wyus said. “To be honest, it’s kind 
of weird that all of the meetings I go to are 

entirely empty, but, like, my magisters 
would tell me if classes had ended and I 
had technically graduated, right? Right?!”

Ex-HsDFSGHFHISBETTERTHANWILL
RICEHSbkhZen Chief Justice and former 
candidate for SA president Jar O’Pickles 

said he had meant 
to advocate for 
better college 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n . 
However, in an 
email response 
to The Trasher, 
he said he was 
too busy with law 
school apps to tell 

the seniors about commencement.
“I had law college apps. Fully my bad 

tho. Sent from my iPhone,” the email 
read.

Handzsen College seniors miss graduation after 
magisters forget to email them about commencement

Sent from my iPhone.
Jar O’Pickles
FORMER HAHAHAZEN COLLEGE 
CHIEF JUSTICE

Taiwanese container ship Ever Given, 
recently dislodged from the Suez Canal, 
has become stuck in the Sallyport and is 
causing even further delays to graduation 
ceremonies. Poor visibility conditions due 
to Rice’s lack of a proper Vision for the 
Second Century caused the ship to detour 
out of Brays Bayou and replace COVID as 
the reason for upending normal campus 
life. Current seniors will have to join the 
ever-growing graduation line.

In March, the university announced 
that May 2020 graduates would be able 
to return to campus to walk through the 
Sallyport and belatedly celebrate their 
commencement. However, now that Ever 
Given is blocking the Sallyport, members 
of the class of 2020 have been lined up in 
the Academic Quad for days.

“I’ve been living in California 
working remotely for Facebook for the 
past year, but came back to Houston for 
the graduation ceremony I never got,” 
Maura Lee-Ambeeguous (Jones ’20) said. 
“Instead, I’ve just been camping in the 
quad and eating servery veggie sausage 
for every meal, for days. I haven’t been to 
work in a week, and Our Holy Overlord 
Zuck the Zenith, um, I mean, my normal 
ethical human boss is not happy. This isn’t 
what I meant when I said I kinda missed 
servery food.”

May 2020 graduates had hoped to 
return to campus for the chance to boil 
alive within Hogwarts robes and listen to 
the names of BNOCs, and other mostly 
unrecognizable peers, be read from a list. 
By the time this ship gets unstuck and the 
Class of 2020 gets their own graduation, 
they’ll host a class reunion instead. And 
as Rice decided it doesn’t make sense to 
host more than one graduation ceremony 
per year, the backup could be indefinite 

as every future ceremony will now be held 
a fixed number of years after each class 
graduates.

“We’re really not into the idea of 
expending the resources to host multiple 
graduation ceremonies back-to-back,” 
Rice admin Tony Munroe said. “We were 
thinking of doing that to accommodate 
the Class of 2020 out of pity during COVID, 
but as the disasters keep accumulating, 
we’re mostly numb to that and figured, 
‘Screw ’em.’”

The spartan, lifeless infrastructure 
of Ever Given actually provides living 
conditions reminiscent of McMurtry and 

Duncan and Colleges, and many former 
residents of those colleges have elected to 
relocate.

“With COVID uncertainties, I’ve been 
wondering if I’d get to walk through the 
Sallyport as part of a normal ceremony,” 
Mickey McMurtry, a McMurtry senior, said. 
“But living on Ever Given while it’s lodged 
in the Sallyport has helped me understand 
the sense of halfway completeness I feel: 
from being done at Rice but missing all the 
normal senior experiences. But I had a fun 
time helping stack shipping containers, 
and Ever Given is way taller than Sid Rich 
now, so they can suck it.”

Container ship Ever Given blocks Sallyport, 
causing pileup of two years’ worth of graduates

I’ve been living in Cali 
working remotely for 
Facebook for the past year, 
but came back to Houston 
for the graduation 
ceremony I never got. 
Instead I’ve just been 
camping in the quad [...] 
I haven’t been to work 
in a week, and Our Holy 
Overlord Zuck the Zenith, 
um, I mean, my normal 
ethical human boss is not 
happy.
Maura Lee-Ambeeguous
BANANA SLUG

Rice University is planning to offer a 
business major starting in the fall of 2021. 

“I’m so honored and grateful to 
announce that I will be taking the 
newly-offered business major at RiCe 
uNiVeRsItY,” Mark Eting told the Trasher. 
“I couldn’t have done it without the 
support of my family, friends, faculty at 
the Jones Business School, or the guys 
who work at Brooks Brothers.”

As part of the business major course 
requirements, students will take 
courses such as LinkedIn Networking, 
where students learn how to write 
essays announcing new internships 
and job opportunities. Following the 
announcement of this course, the Rice 
Counseling Center announced plans to 
hire a team of counselors specializing in 
imposter syndrome.

Other networking courses include In-
Person Networking, where students attend 
faux-networking events in order to prepare 
for actual job networking. Classes will take 
place at the newly developed Business 
School golf course, which is being built 
where the Humanities building used to be. 

“Yeah, dude, I’m just super excited to 
get to play golf,” Tom Smith III, a Baker 
College freshman and recently declared 
business major, said. “Man, like, I just go 
to class and it’s a bunch of my buddies and 
we all just play golf together. It’s great, 
man.”

The Trasher conducted an unofficial 
poll of the students planning to register 
in this class, and found that 100 percent 
of the students were white and male, 97 
percent of them own navy suits, and 84 
percent are planning on wearing their 
suits to every class they take, including 
their LPAPs. 

Previously, the university only offered a 
business minor, to the relief of every other 
student at Rice. In order to help campus 
mentally prepare for the onslaught 
of freshmen majoring in business, 
one student, who wished to remain 
anonymous, said she made an Instagram 
account teaching followers how to identify 
business majors.

“You can usually identify them by the 
suit and tie,” the student said. “Always a red 
tie — it’s a power color, ya know? Speaking 
of power, you can usually find them doing 
power poses before the bathroom mirrors 
before class. Generally, beware of anyone 
who says they’ve presented a Ted talk or 
pretends they know what consulting is.”

Rice adds 
business 
major and 
prepares for the 
consequences
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