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After Governor Greg Abbott lifted the 
state-wide mask mandate for Texas on 
March 10, getting a COVID vaccine has 
become more important than ever to many 
Rice students. An impromptu vaccine drive 
was held at Rice’s East Gym during the 
winter freeze a few weeks back, but only 
around 800 doses were available. Students 
ran across the icy campus and stood in 
20-degree weather for hours to try and 
receive a vaccine, but there just weren’t 
enough for everyone. Because many were 
unable to get the vaccine during that time, 
Rice students have recently been scheming 

for other ways to get their hands — or arms 
— on a dose. 

Although the scientific community is still 
unsure whether vaccines reduce COVID-19 
transmission, early research suggests at least 
some of them do, and students have been 
trying to get them to protect themselves, and 
potentially their community. The Thresher 
spoke to six students who have managed to 
secure a vaccine off-campus. The number of 
vaccinated students should grow starting 
next week, when all adults in Texas become 
eligible for a vaccine. 

Locating a vaccine
Blaise Willis, a Duncan College junior 

living off campus this year, heard from 
a friend at Wiess College that there were 

available vaccines in Hardin County, 
population 54,635. After making an 
appointment, Willis jumped in the car 
with their roommate, skipped class for the 
day, and made the hour and a half trip to 
Beaumont, Texas. Because interest in the 
vaccine from locals has dropped off, Hardin 
County decided to open up their vaccine 
distribution to anyone who would take them. 

“We made plans to just carpool to 
[Beaumont] and we could only do it during 
the morning, so we basically just made 
plans to skip class [to get vaccinated],” 
Willis said. 

For Willis and their friends, the 
vaccination process itself was fairly quick 
in Beaumont. After signing up through an 
online link and bringing a signed form to 

the vaccination site, they were in and out 
within 30 minutes of arrival, they said. 
However, Willis said their timing for signing 
up for the vaccine must have been perfect 
because now the website they used to make 
their appointment is overrun with people 
trying to do the same. 

Gabriella Feuillet and Andi Rubero live 
together off campus, and they recently got 
vaccinated at NRG Park in Houston. Both 
had waited almost three hours in line at East 
Gym but were past the cutoff for the number 
of vaccines available. Rubero, a McMurtry 
College junior, said after that experience 
they began trying to get the vaccine wherever 
they could. They got their information about 
the vaccine drive at NRG from an email sent 
to Lovett College that circulated through 

SAVANNAH KUCHAR
NEWS EDITOR

Beer Bike races will stretch across two days 
this year, with six separate races featuring two 
colleges at a time and the winner determined 
after all teams have been timed, according to 
Dean of Undergraduates Bridget Gorman. 

“From the very beginning, the priority was 
figuring out a way to preserve the essential 
components of [Beer Bike],” Gorman said. 
“We’re very sensitive to the fact that last 
year, we didn’t have Beer Bike at all. And the 
year prior, it became a Beer Run due to the 
weather. So there is a strong group that really 
wants to see us be able to have the race.”

There will be six bikers and six chuggers 
per team, instead of the usual eight, and two 
pit crew members only to throw, not catch, 
according to Gorman. A videographer will 
also be there to record and livestream the 
races.  

Undergraduate and graduate students 
will still be racing, but alumni will not be 
able to participate this year, according to 
Gorman. In all of the six total heats, two 
colleges will race head-to-head, the women’s 
team first, and then the men’s.

With only two teams on the track at a time, 
Gorman said they were able to eliminate the 
need for catchers on the pit crew, which she 
said is a COVID-19 concern by design.

“[Bikers will] have the ability as they’re 
finishing in their final lap to just go on through, 

and then cool down normally,” Gorman said. 
“That’s an important modification because 
that moment of catching a biker, just as 
they’re coming off the track, there’s a lot of 
huffing and puffing.”

Jared Lyons, a pit crew co-captain at Will 

Rice College, said he was initially surprised 
by this revision to the race format.

“I thought catching was a pretty 
important role during the race,” Lyons, a 
senior, said. “Now it sounds like they’re 
going to be doing a cooldown lap instead of 
getting stopped. So you’re basically having 
them still on the track at the same time that 
the current bikers are going. It sounds like 
that might get a little crowded, and could 
lead to some issues.”

Mason Reece, Hanszen College 
bike captain, said he shared with the 
administration his concerns about having 
pit crew out there at all.

“Of all the things on the bike track, it 
seems to be the biggest COVID risk to me,” 
Reece, a junior, said. “By nature of the job, 
you are within six feet of people. I don’t 
want to put our pit crew through that. I don’t 
want the bikers who have to be held to be 
concerned about that, right before trying to 
be safe on the track at high speeds.”

Gorman said her office has been in 
communication with student leaders 
throughout the planning process.

BEN BAKER-KATZ, DANIEL SCHRAGER & 
REED MYERS
SPORTS EDITORS AND FOR THE THRESHER

Rice volleyball knocked off No. 2 
University of Texas on Tuesday night, 
closing out their regular season with a 
shocking upset. The win handed Texas 
their first loss of the season, and capped off 
an impressive regular season for the 14-4 
Owls, who have now won 13 of their last 
14 matches. After the match, head coach 
Genny Volpe said that she was thrilled with 
the improbable win.

“That was one of the most exciting 
matches I’ve ever been a part of,” Volpe 
said. “Texas is such a quality team, [they 
have] so many weapons and [are] very well 
coached. They gave us a lot to handle, but 
we just battled and found a way to win.”

It felt like deja vu for the Owls, who have 
now upset a highly ranked Longhorn team 
for the second year in a row, after beating 
then-No. 3 Texas last season at Tudor.

After a contentious four sets, Volpe the 
Owls forced a decisive, first-to-15 third set.

“Heading into the fifth set, we knew that 
talent-wise, we’re there,” Volpe said. “So 
let’s finish it off. Why not us?”

Senior outside hitter Nicole Lennon and 
junior Anota Adekunle led the charge for 
the Owls’ offense as Lennon contributed 
a team-high 18 kills, and Adekunle 
produced 12 kills on a team-high .579 
hitting percentage. Sophomore middle 
blocker Satasha Kostelecky paced the 
Owls’ defense with a team-high six blocks 
against a high-powered Texas offense that 
is second in the nation in kills. Junior setter 
Carly Graham tallied another high assist 
game with 32 assists, accompanied by her 
12 digs on defense. Volpe credited Graham 
and Adekunle for their key contributions, 
while reemphasizing the team effort it took 
to down Texas. 

These final matches of their season, 
against top ranked opponents, represented 
a litmus test for the Owls as they head 
into the Conference USA tournament and, 
hopefully, the NCAA tournament. 

“We knew [playing Baylor and Texas] 
at the end of our conference season would 
be beneficial to us,” Volpe said. “Playing 
such high quality teams, we knew that 
would show us some weaknesses that we 
need to clean up. But we also know now 
that we can compete at that level, and with 
those teams.” 

This story has been condensed for print. 
Read the full story at ricethresher.org.

‘The only way out is to vaccinate ourselves’: Students hustle to get vaccinated

Beer Bike races will follow revised 
format to ensure COVID-19 safety

SEE BEER BIKE PAGE 3

SEE HUSTLING FOR A VACCINE PAGE 5

FEATURES

‘We all feel scared and vulnerable’: Asian members of Rice 
community respond to anti-Asian violence
Last week’s Atlanta-area shootings of eight people, mostly Asian women, was a horrific incident 
in a long line of hate crimes against the Asian community. In light of these events, the Thresher 
collected responses from members of the Asian community here at Rice.

Read more on page 5

Volleyball stuns 
No. 2 Texas, 
again

From the very beginning, 
the priority was figuring 
out a way to preserve the 
essential components of 
[Beer Bike].

 
Bridget Gorman
Dean of Undergraduates

Colleges held time trials this past weekend. Will Rice sophomore Matthew Castrillon finishes a lap while being cheered on by pit crew members. 
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The Rice Management Company’s current 
construction of the Ion in the Third Ward has 
continued to spark controversy within the 
community. During the past year of ongoing 
construction, the International Union of 
Painters and Allied Trades has brought 
attention to the alleged mistreatment 
of workers from Milam & Co Painters, a 
company subcontracted by Rice for the Ion 
construction project. 

According to Salvador Herrera, director 
of organizing for IUPAT, workers from Milam 
& Co Painting have expressed concern about 
low wages, lack of rest breaks, pressure 
from foremen, and, in one case, sexual 
harassment. A living wage in Houston is $17/
hour, according to Herrerra, and the workers 
from Milam & Co painting are paid $14/hour. 

The Houston Coalition for Equitable 
Development without Displacement and 
IUPAT held a car rally to protest this issue 
at the Ion construction site on March 7. 
According to Herrera, the purpose of the 
rally was to bring to light the issue of worker 
mistreatment at the construction site. 

“We used our first amendment rights to 
let the public know that Rice University is 
hiring irresponsible contractors,” Herrera 
said. “We, in coalition with the community 
members, tried to get Rice University to 
hold Milam & Co Painting accountable … 
[Rice] should build responsibly, and use 
responsible contractors.”

According to Herrera, the Rice 
Management Company has the power 
to set standards and stipulations for the 
companies they contract for work. Herrera 
said, as the developer, the Rice Management 
Company can and should ask Milam & Co 
Painting to address these issues. 

Sam Dike, Rice Management Company’s 
manager of strategic initiatives, stated that 
the company’s priority is to ensure that all 
of their contractors and their subcontractors 
are paying people in accordance with federal 
and state laws. 

“My understanding is that [the company] 
pays people well above minimum wage,” 
Dike said. “Whether that constitutes a living 
wage in the eyes of the union, is in the eyes 
of the union.” 

Dike also said that to his understanding, 
Milam & Co workers are not only allowed, 
but also encouraged to take rest and water 
breaks throughout the day. 

The construction of the Ion is a C3 
(construction, career, collaborative) project, 
so its workers are meant to comply with 
the industry-wide standards set by the C3 
nonprofit agency. According to Dike, when 
allegations were first brought up against 
Milam & Co Painting last fall, C3 had done 
on-site interviews with two employees from 
Milam & Co and did not find anything that 
substantiated the claims that had been 
made. 

“People can make allegations but what 
has happened to substantiate those claims 
… has evidence been brought forward?” Dike 
said. 

According to Dike, the Rice Management 
Company does not get involved in personal 

disputes between private parties and would 
only get involved if there was a case of a 
violation of federal or state law, which to 
Dike’s knowledge, is currently not the case. 

“If there were substantiated claims of 
violation of federal and state law, that’s 
something that we would have to take into 
consideration in terms of our relationship 
with that particular partner,” Dike said.

In the past, according to Herrera, Milam 
& Co Painting was under investigation by 
the U.S. Department of Labor for Fair Labor 
Standards Act violations, but Herrera was 
never notified of the outcomes of these 
investigations. According to Herrera, subtle 
retaliation by the company has made it 
harder for workers to publicly express their 
concerns. 

“Milam employees like to maintain a 
level of anonymity due to retaliation [by the 
company],” Herrera said. “To this day, three 

workers have been retaliated against for 
concerted activity and many claim to have 
been questioned about affiliation with the 
union.”

While the Rice Management Company has 
stated that they would only pursue action if 
substantiated legal claims are made, Herrera 
said the IUPAT believes legality should not 
be the only concern for the Rice Management 
Company as a developer. 

“Issues are not often legal and we feel 
that concerns, whether legal or not, should 
be addressed,” Herrera said. “While some 
of these [concerns] are not legal they should 
be addressed by the company and [Rice 
Management Company]. Otherwise, we 
could have contractors that pay minimum 
wage and are disrespectful to their 
employees if the only means for action [was 
that] workers made complaints on [a] legal 
basis.”

Union brings attention to alleged worker 
mistreatment at Ion construction site

During the past year of ongoing construction, the International Union of Painters and Allied Traders has brought attention to the alleged 
mistreatment of workers from Milam & Co Painters.

COURTESY OF THE ION HOUSTON

Willy’s Pub remains closed amidst Texas bar reopenings

ISAIAH HWANG
THRESHER STAFF

Willy’s Pub remains closed after Governor 
Greg Abbott’s issuance of an executive order 
increasing the capacity of all businesses and 
facilities in Texas to 100 percent and lifting 
the state mask mandate starting March 10. 

Frank Rodriguez, board president of 
V&W Permits, which oversees both Valhalla 

and Willy’s Pub, said that they are currently 
closed with the safety and health of Rice’s 
community in mind. 

“The reason that neither Willy’s nor 
Valhalla are open currently is because 
Rice University is following [the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention’s] 
recommendations in light of the current 
pandemic. Bar environments are not 
conducive to social distancing and/or mask-

wearing making them unsafe,” Rodriguez 
said. 

Emily Duffus, general manager of Pub, 
also said that Pub is not currently open in 
order to promote continued adherence to CDC 
guidelines. 

“Rodriguez advised me that the 
administration is hesitant to let us open at 
this time, especially because they wanted 
to be sure that people on campus would 
still follow the COVID guidelines despite the 
governor eliminating the mask requirement,” 
Duffus (McMurtry College ’20) said. 

Kevin Kirby, chair of the Crisis Management 
Team, said they are currently discussing the 
potential Pub reopening and should issue 
guidance by the end of the month.

Marc Shen, a sophomore at Hanszen 
College, said he believes that Rice’s decision 
to keep Pub closed is a good decision in order 
to promote safety on campus. 

“I think that it’s smart for Pub to be 
closed now because not everyone has been 
vaccinated yet,” Shen said. 

Austin Conrad, a senior at Will Rice 
College, also said he thinks that it is a smart 
decision for Pub to be closed while COVID is 
still a concern on campus. 

“I think it’s a safe idea to close it due to 
COVID, but I think that it could’ve opened this 
semester given the proper safety and social 
distancing guidelines,” Conrad said.  

Duffus said that at this time, there is no 
definite timeline of when Pub will be allowed 
to reopen. Although more of the greater 
Houston area as well as the Rice community 
have received COVID-19 vaccinations over the 
past few weeks, the impact of this increased 
vaccination rate upon the reopening of Rice’s 
bars continues to remain uncertain, according 
to Rodriguez. 

“If I were to guess, I’d say that the bars may 
possibly be allowed to re-open in the general 
time frame of late summer to the start of the 
fall semester,” Rodriguez said.  “Obviously, 
this would hinge on the continued increase 
in vaccinations along with a substantial 
decrease in infections.” 

According to Duffus, the money raised 
from the reopening fundraiser last fall, which 
garnered over $39,000, will be put back into 
the Pub to ensure that Rice will continue to 
have it for years to come. 

“We will also use the money for extra 
training for our bartenders and improved 
sanitizing practices,” Duffus said. 

At this time, there is no definite timeline of when Pub will be allowed to reopen, according to 
Emily Duffus, general manager of Pub.

GAZI FUAD / THRESHER



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2021 • 3NEWS 

“That’s been a very intense 
conversation,” Gorman said. “That’s really 
reflected in the work of the campus-wide 
Beer Bike coordinators, working with staff 
from my office … as well as talking to the 
different colleges about their input.”

Reece said that as a bike captain, he 
has been frustrated at times with the 
administration’s planning process. 

“There have been lots of different 
captain opinions across campus, and no 
matter how logical or reasonable or perfect 
they are, the response has been, ‘This is how 
it is,’” Reece said. “Feeling like an expert 
in the room, but not being treated like an 

expert in the room is a little frustrating.” 
Lea Godret-Miertschin, a Will Rice bike 

captain and senior, said the captains across 
campus struggled with the administration 
not taking their suggestions, as well as 
disagreement within the group.

“There’s been quite a lot of debate 
among the captains themselves as to what’s 
the best way to handle the situation,” 
Godret-Miertschin said. “It’s my senior year 
so I’m sad that it won’t be a normal Beer 
Bike. But I’m glad we’re having something.”

Gorman said the inflatable dome 
currently around the bike track in 
Greenbriar Lot will be deflated one to two 
weeks prior to the weekend of official races, 
giving college teams opportunities to do 
mock race practices.

MEGAN XIAO
FOR THE THRESHER

Due to COVID-19 regulations, the Rice 
Program Council will be holding Rondelet, 
an annual formal for Rice students, Friday 
March 27 at the West Quad on campus by 
Turrell Skyspace, instead of the typical large, 
off-campus venue like museums, according 
to the RPC socials committee. 

“Rondelet will look much different than 
what students are accustomed to,” Amy 
Barrett and Yasmin Givens, the RPC socials 
co-chairs, said. “However, we still believe 
that we will be able to create an enjoyable 
experience for many students and provide 
an opportunity to have a fun, formal event 
that has not yet been offered this year.”

In previous years, Rondelet was a formal 
dance often held off campus where students 
get dressed up for a fancy evening and enjoy 
good food and music.

“The purpose of Rondelet is really to just 
bring all of Rice together,” Zac Andrews, 
an RPC socials committee member, said. 
“Personally, I sometimes feel like I identify 
more with Baker College than Rice itself, 
so I love events like this that are meant for 
everyone.”

RPC Socials said that COVID-19 
regulations made planning for the event a lot 
more difficult this year. 

“COVID-19 has significantly impacted 
how we plan events this year with all the 
extra measures in place to prevent spread,” 
Carissa Witt, another RPC socials committee 
member, said. “While these regulations 
are absolutely necessary to keep students 
safe, it adds an extra challenging factor for 
our committee to take into account when 
planning.”

According to Amy Barnett and Yasmin 
Givens, the RPC socials co-chairs, they have 
had many challenges trying to find ways to 
balance an enjoyable event for students with 
COVID-19 restrictions and safety concerns.

“This year, we have worked very closely 
with both the Student Center and Rice’s 
Crisis Management Team in order to create 
a fun, yet still safe, event and experience for 
students,” Barnett and Givens said. 

According to Hollie Evans, the University 
Events Manager, the Crisis Management 
and Campus Events have a role in not only 
approving the events but also in advising and 
working with the groups of larger events to 
make sure the events are as safe as possible. 

“In the case of Rondelet, an exemption 
was requested for 100 guests per wave which 
is higher than the current 50 maximum,” 
Evans said. “[RPC] submitted a detailed 
mitigation plan to the CMT leadership and 
CMAC for approval and the approval was 
granted.”

Sumin Choi, a sophomore at Brown 
College, said she is excited because it is a fun 
opportunity to hang out with friends, enjoy 
good food and get some fresh Spring air. 

“I am not too concerned because I know 
RPC takes COVID-19 guidelines seriously,” 
Choi said. “Although I am curious as to how 
RPC is going to make sure people are socially 
distanced at the Skyspace since it is a big 
area.”

Barnett and Givens said that social 
distancing will be enforced by the setup 
of tables and chairs as well as volunteers 
enforcing all COVID-19 guidelines.

Andrews and Witt said that the committee 
has taken many other preemptive measures, 
including sign-ups and sign-ins to the event, 
dividing the event into multiple shifts with 
sanitization breaks in between, individually 
packaging up the food and limiting the 
number of participants to the maximum 
COVID-19 capacity at each location. 

RPC socials said that the main activity 
of Rondelet is also different this year from 
previous years. 

“We really have had to reinvent every 
single event to take into consideration all 
the new guidelines,” Andrews said. “This 
year, we are trying to transform Rondelet 
from a giant dance party to more of an 
entertainment show.”

According to the socials committee, this 
year’s Rondelet will be having live music 
performed by students from the Shepherd 
School of Music and dinner provided by three 
local food trucks offering Latin American, 
Cajun and classic American food. 

“Given that the entertainment is coming 
from our fellow Rice students, we hope 
that Rondelet will almost be more ‘family-
oriented,’” Andrews wrote. “In the end, 
Rondelet 2021 will not look like anything Rice 
has really seen before. However, I think that 
just makes it more exciting.”

Despite these changes, RPC socials 
emphasize that the purpose of Rondelet 
remains the same as previous years, which is 
to create a fun night for students and bring 
the Rice community together. 

“We still believe that we will be able to 
create an enjoyable experience for many 
students and provide an opportunity to have 
a fun, formal event that has not yet been 
offered this year,” Barnett said.

RPC socials said that Rondelet will be one 
of the only formal events this year so they 
want to try their best to maintain this aspect 
of the event from previous years.

“We really wanted to preserve the formal 
aspect since students don’t have many 
opportunities during COVID-19 to dress up 
and go out, and especially since Esperanza 
[the fall formal event] deviated so much from 
traditional years,” Witt said. 

Regardless of the numerous changes and 
restrictions on the event, RPC Socials said 
that turnout has not been an issue. This year, 
Rondelet will have three waves from 6-10 
p.m., with each consisting of 100 guests. 

“Within the first few hours of signups, all 
300 spots were taken,” Andrews said. “Given 
that Rondelet is an event that happens every 
year, most people are already aware of what 
it usually consists of, relieving some of the 
advertising stress.”

For the future, RPC socials said they are 
excited to bring back traditional aspects like 
an off-campus venue and a formal dance. 

“We hope that as COVID-19 restrictions 
lift and when it is safe to do so, that Rondelet 
will transition back into an off-campus 
event to give students the opportunity to 
experience fun events outside of Rice,” 
Barnett and Givens said. 

RPC designs Rondelet to 
meet COVID-19 guidelines

Rice Program Council’s Rondelet will be held this year at the West Quad by Turrell 
Skyspace.

COURTESY OF RICE UNIVERSITY
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BEER BIKE RACES

read more online >>

Rice University’s debate team won the national 
championship in the National Parliamentary Debate 
Association 2021 Championship Tournament. It won 
first place in Overall Season Sweepstakes, Open 
(Varsity) Division Season Sweepstakes and Overall 
Tournament Sweepstakes, according to David Worth, 
the director of the team.

Debate team wins national championship
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OPINION
THE RICE THRESHER

To preface, we want to be clear that every 
single BIPOC student that matriculates 
into Rice should be entitled to resources 
for a fair opportunity to succeed in higher 
education, especially at an elite university 
like Rice. Racism and racial inequity 
impact our ability to take full advantage 
of our opportunity and education. Every 
minority group has different histories, 
traumas, cultural factors and needs in 
order to be successful. Asian and Pacific 
Islander students are not here to ask for 
any resources that Black, Indigenous, 
Latinx or other minority groups may have, 
but to address the fact that there are no 
conversations around the fact that API 
students don’t have resources specifically 
tailored to us and our experiences. The Rice 
administration, and Rice culture in general, 
has failed to recognize Asian Americans 
as people of color who experience racism. 
This needs to change.

Last semester, a Rice professor was 
filmed racially profiling Asian American 
students in class, and the video was 
posted on the popular Zoom Memes for 
Quarantines Facebook page. This post 
received thousands of condemnations 
from viewers, but other than two town 
halls, this event continues to be relatively 
unaddressed by administration and 
the greater Rice community. During 
the Student Association x Asian Pacific 
American Student Alliance town halls, the 
administration’s solution was to encourage 

students and faculty to report incidents 
of racial bias and racism. However, this 
does not consider the concerns that many 
students and faculty brought up regarding 
their lack of knowledge about avenues 
for reporting and the cultural quality 
ingrained in many APIs to stay quiet and 
not bring attention to ourselves. Putting the 
onus of eliminating racial discrimination 
on API students 
by relying on them 
to report incidents 
is ineffective 
and ignores our 
cultural values. 
Only recently was 
the subject of Asian 
American hate 
crimes increasing 
by a stark 1900% 
in some areas in 
the United States 
acknowledged by President Leebron in 
the wake of the recent hate crime towards 
Asian American women in Atlanta. The 
fact that it required an extremely violent 
attack to break the silence on anti-AAPI 
hate crimes and total lack of condemnation 
of the professor’s behavior, even now, is a 
statement of Rice’s values. 

Beyond this, the administration has 
failed to offer solidarity with API students 
in their lack of tangible API-specific 
support and spaces on campus through 
their Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

initiatives. APIs are not a monolith, and 
there need to be initiatives that account 
for the ethnic and economic diversity 
within the “API” category. For instance, the 
Vietnamese, Korean, Filipino, Indian and 
Nepali communities are all vastly different, 
and beyond this, a Chinese-American 
experience is very distinct from an 
international one. Additionally, many API 

students have been 
facing racial trauma 
along with financial 
stresses as a result 
of the high rate 
of API businesses 
closing and high 
u n e m p l o y m e n t 
rates due to the 
pandemic. We 
each have different 
needs and come 
from very different 

communities. API students deserve 
resources, conversations and places in 
the Rice DEI initiatives and Multicultural 
Center to address that. Furthermore, many 
of the DEI initiatives on campus within task 
forces and working groups have a blatant 
lack of API representation which leads to 
a dangerous disregard of the complexities 
of race beyond the Black-white binary. 
For example, our affinity groups are not 
represented during Orientation Week and 
AAPI heritage month is noticeably absent 
in the planning of campus-wide national 

month-long observance events. 
Rice has fallen into the trap of the 

“model minority” myth in assuming that 
API students are successful and self-
sufficient; it dangerously silences the 
claims of racism by the API community 
(and by other minorities). This leaves many 
API students who face racial traumas and 
the underrepresented who come from 
communities that face resource scarcity 
without culturally-specific campus 
resources to turn to. This lack of resources 
perpetuates the idea that API students don’t 
need them, while simultaneously placing 
an incredible burden on API students who 
don’t fit this model.

Rice University prides itself in its 
diversity, so there is no excuse for Rice 
to be a place that continues to fail in 
actively working to break the “model 
minority” myth. Rice must actively educate 
themselves on the history of oppression 
and racism against API and show true 
solidarity with their API students by 
expanding the scope of their resources and 
diversity initiatives to include API. 

OPINION

Rice should be a place where the “model minority” myth is broken

Putting the onus of 
eliminating racial 
discrimination on API 
students by relying on 
them to report incidents is 
ineffective and ignores our 
cultural values.

Peter Wang

Aaron Pathak

Christi Nguyen

SID RICHARDSON 
COLLEGE
SENIOR

JONES COLLEGE
JUNIOR

JONES COLLEGE
SOPHOMORE

Last Tuesday, a white man took the lives of 
eight people in a series of mass shootings at 
three spas and massage parlors in the Atlanta 
area. Six of the victims were women of Asian 
descent. The event was horrific, as is the 
general trend it belongs to of rising anti-Asian 
violence in the U.S. over the past year. We 
write this with a heavy heart for the victims, 
their loved ones, and the Asian community 
at large. As a student newspaper, we feel the 
need to discuss the racist, dangerous choices 
many media organizations have made over 
the past week, and commit to doing better.

As journalists, we have a responsibility 
to the people we write about. We also have 
a responsibility to choose what we write 
about responsibly. In the case of the Atlanta 
shootings, the obvious, most important 
subject of the story was the people who 
were killed. These eight people deserve to 
be represented with dignity and respect. 
News outlets should have reached out to the 
families of the victims before publishing their 
names, and should have ensured that their 
names were written correctly. The six Asian 
women who were murdered that night should 
be recognized as victims of a hate crime. 

Instead, several major media outlets 
neglected these stories in favor of parroting 
out the killer’s justification for his own 
actions, and later, the wildly insensitive and 
inaccurate statements made by a captain 

with the Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office 
on the killer’s motives. These justifications 
essentially blamed the victims for their 
own deaths and pinned the killings on the 
killer’s sex addiction, as if it were entirely 
independent from racist motivations. 

The job of the journalist is not just to repeat 
what people in positions of power say, but to 
hold those people accountable and try to get 
as close to the truth of a story as possible. 
We ask that journalists think more critically 
about their sources and how they impact the 
story that gets told.

The rise in anti-AAPI hate crimes 
preceding the shooting wasn’t well covered by 
mainstream media in the first place, although 
Asian Americans have for years tried to 
sound the alarm on this issue, especially 
after the spike in hate crimes at the start of 
the pandemic. Although local news outlets 
reported on individual incidents, these 
incidents were rarely put into the context 
of a massive, dangerous trend by larger 
outlets. It took the murder of eight people 
for this story to gain traction. Even then, the 
media has largely treated last week’s murder 
as a separate story by refusing to label it a 
hate crime and therefore refusing to foster 
a national conversation about anti-Asian 
racism in the United States.

This editorial has been condensed for print. 
Read the full article at ricethresher.org.

When reporting anti-Asian violence, 
journalists must hold racists accountable

EDITORIALONLINE OPINION

opinion online at

Have an opinion? Submit your 
draft to thresher@rice.edu.

Letter to the 
Editor: ‘An old 
alum joins the 
statue debate’

As for Willy’s Statue 
(I still call it that), it 
commemorates the 
philanthropy of a man 
to whom you and I owe 
a great deal for our 
education.
Tom “Tex” Moore
CLASS OF ‘57

The March 17, 2021 issue was issue No. 20, not issue No. 21.
From “‘ITCHY SOUR CANDY’: VADA seniors talk solo exhibition series” — Sumin Hwang 

is a junior, not a senior; the online headline has been updated to reflect this.

Corrections



Content warning: This article references 
anti-Asian violence. The 24/7 wellbeing hotline 
number is 713-348-3311, and you can find more 
resources from the AAPI COVID-19 project.

Over the last year, racist violence and 
hate crimes against Asians have spiked 
sharply, with Asian American women 
bearing the brunt of them. Last week’s 
Atlanta-area spa shootings of eight people, 
mostly Asian women, by a white man, was a 
horrific incident in a long line of hate crimes 
against the Asian community in the United 
States and beyond.

In light of these events, the Thresher 
collected responses from members of the 
Asian community here at Rice. Here’s what 
they said:

“As an Asian American woman, I can’t 
help but think Xiaojie Tan, Soon Chung 
Park, Hyun Jung Grant and Daoyou Feng 
are all women that look like me — that 
these women could have easily been me 
or my mother had my parents come to this 
country in different circumstances with 
less opportunities. I have watched the 
hypersexualization of Asian girls all my 
life. My parents used to always remind me 
to be careful because I could be very easily 
abducted for sex trafficking because of who 
I was. It makes me so angry, scared and 
sick to know that I have seen this all my life 
and see it in my entire history, and it hasn’t 
changed in the slightest other than that now 
it also manifests in the form of yellow fever 
on college campuses. Historically, Asian 
diasporic movements have not supported 
their sex workers; they’re all treated with 
shame and silence. They deserved to be 
heard and protected. It could have easily 
been any of us.” — Christi Nguyen, Jones 
College sophomore

“On the phone this afternoon, my 77-year-
old mother told me she doesn’t feel safe 
leaving home anymore. She has seen the 
escalating violence against elderly Asians and 
feels safer at home. If things get worse, she 
has decided she will move back to Korea even 
though the U.S. has been her home for over 
50 years now. My 21-year-old daughter keeps 
checking on me and wants me to carry a taser 
if I go out. We all feel scared and vulnerable. 

And the media coverage confirms what we 
should have known. The white majority will 
empathize with the white killer and publish a 
narrative that will objectify and marginalize 
the women that were lost in this tragedy.” 
— Ruth Reitmeier (Brown ’92), assistant 
director for coaching at the Doerr Institute

“It feels like our experiences are being 
minimized because we’re supposedly a ‘model 

minority.’ However, at the same time, there’s 
a rise in violence against Asian American 
women that is also trivialized because of 
American attitudes towards Asian women. I 
hate how the sheriff’s spokesman said after 
the Atlanta hate crimes that the suspect was 
‘having a bad day.’ I despise how major news 
organizations, even supposedly progressive 
ones, refuse to call this a hate crime against 
the Asian community and potentially an act 
of terrorism. This is the proverbial cherry-on-
the-nightmare sundae of hate crimes against 
Asians since the pandemic started. Even 
before that though, people minimized the 
experiences Asians have had in the U.S., from 
the Chinese Exclusion Act to the Japanese 
internment camps to the fact that Asian 
Americans have the highest poverty rate in 
New York City. I don’t just want solidarity 
with other minorities, I want unified political 
change to make our lives better in the U.S. and 
stop these hate crimes.” — Victor Song, Sid 
Richardson College junior

“I am exhausted — for my friends, my 
family, for my community. Having been 
‘othered’ since being a kid (e.g. being called 
c****, being shunned for my ethnic identity) 
and having been told to ‘turn the other cheek’ 
when it came to microaggressions, slights, 
and harassment, I feel like the xenophobia 
and fetishization has been so normalized 
that these papercuts have escalated to the 
widely covered tragedy in Atlanta. But make 
no mistake, this isn’t something that was a 
surprise or unexpected; many of us saw this 
and experienced it in our everyday life. The 
only difference is that now people see it on 
the news.” — Anonymous

This article has been condensed for print. 
Read more online at ricethresher.org.

multiple group chats. 
“We managed to call a couple of times 

and be on hold for a long while and both 
got appointments for last Friday at the drive-
through vaccinate site in the parking lot of 
NRG,” Rubero said.

Word of mouth about vaccination sites 
also got around to An Luu, a McMurtry 
College junior. After hearing from friends 
about vaccines available in Orange County, 
TX, he loaded up his car with six other people 
and made the two-hour drive there. While 
they were at the vaccine site, Luu said he saw 
many other Rice students and parents doing 
the same. 

“[I] heard from friends that they were 
going to go get the vaccine from [Orange 
County] … but one of the biggest problems we 
thought of was how we were all going to be 
COVID-safe,” Luu said. “So what we did was I 
decided to drive a bunch of other people, and 
I asked them to take COVID tests before and 
after so that if they were exposed during the 
car ride there and back we would know.” 

Luu is glad that he and his friends were 
able to get the vaccine in this way, but he 
also wishes that Rice would help to inform 
students about options like this as well. 

“[This] is all from word of mouth. This 
isn’t from Rice emails saying, ‘Oh you can 
schedule a Pfizer vaccine at NRG Stadium,’ 
this is just [students] talking about it,” he 
said. “I feel like Rice didn’t do an adequate job 
letting other students know what resources 
there were.”

Kevin Ngo, a senior at Brown living off 
campus, biked to campus and stood in line 
at East Gym for a few hours to get the vaccine 
but was cut off before making it to the front of 
the line. Like Luu, he heard about the Orange 
County vaccine site through college group 
chats and word of mouth. He also ended up 
making the two-hour drive.

“It was just group chats blowing up, 
just hearing from word of mouth, from 
friends saying, ‘Oh, go to this link and sign-
up. Orange County in Texas is giving out 
vaccines and you don’t have to meet certain 
requirements,’” Ngo said. “So I just went 
and checked it out, signed up ... I found 
some friends to book an appointment with. 
It turned into a road trip with my roommate. 
It was about a one hour and 45 minute to 
two-hour drive one way, so not too bad if you 
have company.” 

After reading a news article that said 
Orange County was opening vaccines to 
everyone, not just those in groups 1A and 1B, 
Harrison Lorenzen drove with friends there. 
He was not back on campus for the semester 
when vaccines were available at East Gym, so 
he had been looking in the area for places to 
be able to get vaccinated. 

“I saw a news article that they were 
opening up availability to anyone outside 
of the [high-risk] categories because their 
appointments had been decreasing, so 
two of my friends and I were able to get 
appointments and we drove over there one 
day,” Lorenzen, a Will Rice College senior, 
said. “I had been trying to get in touch with 
pharmacies to see if they had any extra doses 
or anything, but none of them did.” 

Reasons for vaccination
Because he contracted COVID over the 

summer, Luu knows what it is like to have 
and be scared of giving the virus to other 
people, and he said he doesn’t want himself 
or his friends and family to go through that 
again. Preliminary analyses of vaccines by 
researchers suggest that some of them are 
likely to lessen or completely block virus 
transmission, but that effect has not been 
confirmed.

After not getting the vaccine at East Gym, 
Willis said they felt uncertain about how 
soon they would actually be able to get a 
vaccine from Rice and thought they might 

as well get one wherever they could. Willis 
also said they have a job and would feel 
more comfortable coming into contact with 
people after being vaccinated. 

“A vaccine in anyone’s arm is a good 
thing,” Willis said. “We’ve gotten to a point 
in this pandemic where the only way out is 
to vaccinate ourselves out. I think that every 
vaccine needs to get used.”

Living off campus also means frequent 
trips to the grocery store, which Willis said 
have felt less safe with the mask mandate 
being removed. 

“I was of the opinion that as soon as a 
vaccine was available to me I was going to 
get it,” they said. 

Lorenzen has been wanting to be able to 
get the vaccine for some time now, he said. 

“I know at some point I was going to get 
it anyway, but I figured [it was] better to go 
ahead and get it as soon as I can,” he said.

Although neither of them is in a high-
risk group for COVID, Feuillet and Rubero 
both thought getting the vaccine as soon as 
possible was important in helping to protect 

those that were. Especially with the mask 
mandate ending in Texas, Rubero said she 
was very enthusiastic for the opportunity to 
get a vaccine whenever she could. Because 
they live off campus with other people as 
well, both want to be able to keep their 
friends and housemates as safe as possible.

“Even though we aren’t technically in 
one of the [high risk] groups, it was great 
that we could get the vaccine because we’re 
in an age group that is one of the biggest 
spreaders [of COVID],” Feuillet said. 

Like many others, Ngo wanted to be able 
to protect his friends and family more when 
he is able to visit them. 

“I feel like it’s not only to protect myself 
but it’s also to [potentially] protect anyone I 
come into contact with,” Ngo said. “And this 
summer I plan to see my family again, and I 
know they’re very cautious ... it was worth 
the wait [at East Gym] even though I didn’t 
get it and it was worth the drive, and I did 
get it.” 

This story has been condensed for print. 
Read more at ricethresher.org.
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Beyond the Hedges
Community Bridges is a year-long 
program for undegraduates that 
connects them to the community.
See more at ricethresher.org

Rice Foodies
In the pandemic, four students 
have found a creative outlet by 
starting a food Instagram.
See more at ricethresher.org

HUSTLING FOR A VACCINE
FROM PAGE 1

‘Scared and vulnerable’: Asian members of Rice community respond to anti-Asian violence

He is seen by many 
friends as a person who 
shows understanding 
and tolerance for 
religious differences and 
seeks to be a bridge.
Larry Wayne Roberts
BOOK REVIEWER

ILLUSTRATION BY CHLOE XU

ILLUSTRATION BY YIfEI ZHANg
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PUBLIC LIFE
“Public Life: Home and the people 
who live there” is a series of 
photo-murals installed on four 
building facades in Arts District 
Houston. Artists Citlali Fabián, 
Anton Gautama, Daniel Handal 
and Krista Svalbonas explore their 
personal perspectives on home 
and community on this larger-than-
life photography exhibit, on display 

for free until May 30. 

WEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENS

GEND[H]ER
Join Donna Crump and Kayla 
Collymore at the Contemporary Art 
Museum Houston as they perform 
the premiere of the new work 
“Gend[H]er,” a dance performance 
in celebration of Women’s History 
Month, this Thursday, March 26 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. on camh.org.

TIME NO LONGER

“Time No Longer” is an immersive 
interactive art installation by 
multimedia artist Anri Sala. 
Experience this space-inspired film 
and sound installation as you stroll 
around the perimeter of Buffalo 
Bayou Park Cistern. Tickets are $8 
for students and must be reserved 

online in advance. 

GODZILLA VS. KONG
If you’re needing a dose of over-
the-top, action-packed mythical 
death matches, the long awaited 
“Godzilla vs. Kong” will bring your 
favorite two oversized mutant 
animals to the screen this Friday, 
March 26. Watch them duke it 
out over New York City (probably, 
right?) on HBO Max and at theaters 

nationwide. 

MICHELLE GACHELIN
FOR THE THRESHER

¡Ritmo! is known for being an 
explosion of vibrant colors, sounds 
and style, and for the members of 
Rice’s Hispanic community involved 
onstage and behind the scenes, it’s 
both a celebration of their cultures and 
a testament to their perseverance. The 
annual showcase is the chef-d’œuvre 
of the Hispanic Association for Cultural 
Enrichment at Rice. This year’s Ritmo 
(Spanish for “rhythm”) will be screened 
virtually at watch parties hosted by each 

of the residential colleges on Saturday, 
March 27. The event will include singing, 
dancing, poetry recitation and other 
artistic interpretations from both Rice 
students and members of the larger 
Houston community.

“We really hope that when students 
see Ritmo, they can feel the connection, 
they can feel the beauty of it, but also they 
can understand some of the challenges 
that we’ve faced as a community,” said 
Yessenia Ramos Silva, HACER’s Cultural 
Committee Chair. 

The theme for this year’s show is 
“Raíces en el Pasado Creciendo Hacia 

el Futuro” (roots from the past growing 
into the future), an homage to the 
perseverance of the Hispanic and Latinx 
community throughout the years, said 
Cultural Committee member Karen 
Martinez Perez. 

“We wanted to not only pay tribute 
to our roots and our backgrounds and 
especially what our ancestors have 
done for us before, but also how our 
generation especially has been taking 
from that and breaking through so many 
barriers,” Perez said. “In recent years we 
have had many obstacles and challenges 
… but we still kept on going, and that’s 
what we wanted to focus on.”

Planning this year’s Ritmo has proven 
difficult in light of the pandemic, which 
mandated the show’s virtual format and 
performers’ adherence to strict social 
distancing rules. Performances were 
pre-filmed earlier this month, which 
required substantial planning to comply 
with COVID-19 guidelines. 

“A lot of the cultural showcases and 
pieces had to be transferred into an 
online method, which logistically was 
not the easiest thing to do, but we all put 
in some elbow grease to keep the show 
going,” incoming treasurer Elimelek 
Acuna said. 

This article has been condensed 
for print. Read the full story online at 
ricethresher.org. 

HACER’s ¡Ritmo! celebrates community resiliency and futurity

The Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts 

and Sciences has 
released their 

nominations for 
the 2021 Oscars 
and for the first 

time in a long time, 
I am pleasantly 

surprised. While 
there’s always room 

to improve, this 
year’s list is actually 

both one of the 
most diverse ever  

— with several 
nominations 

making history 
— and one of the 

most quality, 
at least in 

my opinion. 
After seeing 

how my Golden Globes predictions 
shored up against the results,  I have 
an updated list of who I think will and 
should win, as well as who I think was 
snubbed and who maybe should have 
been, some of the biggest categories 

at the Oscars.
CALEB DUKES
FOR THE THRESHER

Predicting the 2021 
Academy Awards

BEST PICTURE
“Nomadland”

BEST LEADING ACTOR
Chadwick Boseman

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR
Daniel Kaluuya

BEST ADAPTED SCREENPLAY
“Nomadland”

BEST LEADING ACTRESS
Andra Day

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS
Maria Bakalova

BEST DIRECTOR
Chloé Zhao

BEST ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY
“The Trial of the Chicago 7”

Local arts organizations are  
protesting and petitioning to save 
Houston’s last historic theater.  
Read more online at ricethresher.org.

Blessings Gallery

JAMES KARROUM
SENIOR WRITER

Nafisa Istami wanted to put on a play with 
members of Rice’s theater community, and 
she knew exactly what she had in mind: a 
murder mystery set in space, with audience 
interaction that dictated the ending. Despite 
being planned as a traditional play in Sid 
Richardson College’s new building’s theater 
space, the final product, “Space Axed,” is a 
live radio play by Sid Richardson Theatre that 
met all of Istami’s expectations and more.

Set aboard a spaceship on its maiden 
voyage, the play’s inciting incident is the 
murder of the ship’s pioneering innovator, 
Elom Must, who was despised by plenty 
of those on board. Detective Westmacott 
(Maddie Bell) questions the passengers and 
crew, notably Dahlia Must (Elise Gibney), 
Elom’s wife who’s grown apart from him with 
time; Frankie Laverne (Maddie Peacock), 
fashionista and Must’s former business 
partner and later rival; Auxia Vestibulae 
(McKenna Tanner), an alien diplomat 
perpetually drunk on water; Pake Jaul (Shifa 
Rahman), an enthusiastic vlogger always 
on the search for novel content; and J33V3S, 
pronounced jee-threeves (Cole Thompson), 
Elom’s artificially intelligent stress-reliever.

Many actors chose the names for their 
characters, leading to neat parodies. Some 
names were effective ways of clueing the 
audience in to their character’s personality 
— if not through anagram, then through 

homophones like the loveable yet unwitting 
Patrick Hymm-Beauregard. Toward the end 
of the play, those viewing live could vote for 
whom they thought was the murderer among 
three suspects, dictating the ending from 
there. Each of the two performances had a 
different ending due to this.

This sort of play, where any of the 
characters could have motive to murder the 
deceased, is reminiscent of Agatha Christie’s 
“Murder on the Orient Express” — also set 
on a confined mass transit journey — and 
the 2019 mystery film “Knives Out.” Christie 
is mentioned in the play’s dialogue for 
her novel’s parallels to the events on the 
spaceship, and Istami, the producer, cited 

“Knives Out” as an inspiration.
The defining feature of Sid Richardson 

Theatre’s “Space Axed,” though, is the 
collaborative nature with which it was 
developed. McKenna Tanner, one of the 
writers, used the term ‘devised theatre’ 
to describe how the play was written 
with collective input from actors and the 
production team. Tanner, a Hanszen College 
freshman, said the production was first 
put into motion in October, with character 
development and improvised rehearsals in 
December and January.“We sat down to do 
the outline, and we were just going … ‘This is 
kind of weird, but we should go for it anyway 
because, why not?’” Tanner said. 

Sid Rich Theatre’s original radio play ‘Space Axed’ embraces spontaneity

Baker College junior Victoria Saeki-Serna practicing for ¡Ritmo! 
COURTESY OF HACER

 COURTESY OF “SpACE AxEd” CO-diRECTOR BRiA WEiSz COURTESY OF “SpACE AxEd” CO-diRECTOR BRiA WEiSz
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REED MYERS
FOR THE THRESHER

Going into Friday night’s game, Rice 
volleyball had won their previous 12 
conference matches, which capped off 
Rice’s first-ever undefeated conference 
season. On Friday night, the Owls 
proceeded with their conference 
tournament preparation by playing 
national powerhouse Baylor University. 
The Owls got out to an early lead, but fell 
to the Bears in five sets. Despite the loss, 
head coach Genny Volpe said that the 
match provided opportunities to test new 

lineups and focus on the team’s blocking. 
“We made lot of changes today,” 

Volpe said. “I mixed up the lineup a little 
bit during the match, and sometimes 
coaches do that and it doesn’t work out. 
But it did [tonight], and it really helped 
give us a different look, and the players 
really responded to it, which I really 
appreciate.”

The Owls saw their 12-game winning 
streak snap as they battled it out to the 
wire against Baylor. The Owls started the 
match convincingly, winning the first set 
25-23. Baylor responded resoundingly 
in the second set, taking it 25-16. The 

third set was closely contested, but three 
crucial kills in the middle of the set by 
freshman outside hitter Sahara Maruska 
sparked the Owls to take it 25-18. 

“Our blocking was what we were really 
focusing on against this team because, 
offensively, they’re so strong,” Volpe said. 
“We wanted to make sure that we put 
up a good block at the net against this 
really strong team and the reigning [Big 
12] player of the year. Our defense really 
played into how the match went five sets.” 

Baylor withstood a ferocious comeback 
attempt by the Owls to win the fourth set 
25-21. The fifth set had senior outside 
hitter Nicole Lennon’s fingerprints all 
over it, as she produced four of her team-
high 15 kills in the final set. However, 
Baylor weathered the storm behind their 
.467 hitting percentage in the fifth set, 
to take the decisive set 15-10. Despite the 
loss, Lennon was particularly proud of 
the way her team fought throughout the 
match.

“I think what we did really well tonight 
was we just fought really hard,” Lennon 
said. “Some balls that we normally 
wouldn’t be able to get on defense, we 
were getting up. We were hustling as hard 
as we could so that we could make the 
crazy plays, and I think that allowed us to 
stay neck and neck with them the entire 
time.”

Maruska tied her career-high of 10 
points, and sophomore middle blocker 
Satasha Kostelecky matched her career-

high of five blocks. Their performances, 
in particular, stood out to Volpe. 

“Sahara Maruksa came off the bench 
and added a really strong spark,” 
Volpe said. “She came in and was very 
aggressive, got some impressive kills right 
away [and] added a lot to the team when 
we needed it. Another player that really 
stepped up today was Satasha Kostelecky. 
Of all the attackers, she had the highest 
hitting efficiency, she had eight kills and 
she led the charge with the blocks.” 

In addition to those two, junior setter 
Carly Graham notched her sixth game 
with 40 or more assists, by contributing 
a game-high 43 assists to go along with 
her 13 digs.

“Carly Graham is our quarterback, and 
I thought she had a really nice match,” 
Volpe said. “She did a lot of good things 
defensively as we tried to integrate a 
balanced attack. Although our efficiency 
wasn’t super strong, I think she did a 
good job of doing her job.” 

With the conference tournament 
on the horizon, Lennon said that this 
game reinforced her and her teammates’ 
confidence as the season winds to a close. 

“This game gave my teammates and 
I a lot of confidence,” Lennon said. “We 
always knew that we could compete with 
the big guys, but this experience validated 
that for us, and it’s going to allow us to 
take that confidence and composure into 
further games as we are playing teams 
that are just as tough or tougher.” 

PAVITHR GOLI
SENIOR WRITER

Late Tuesday night, the Rice baseball 
took down Texas A&M University in a 
thrilling game, holding on to a 2-1 lead in 
the ninth.

The Owls managed eight hits on zero, 
and held the Aggies to only two. After taking 
the lead in the ninth inning on an RBI single 
by junior Hal Hughes, the bullpen shut the 
door in the bottom of the inning. 

We might be seeing the beginning of a 
hot streak here, because over the weekend 
they also took two of three games against 
Southern University. The Owls’ offense led 
the team to a 14-2 win on Friday and a 13-4 
win on Saturday. However, the Owls suffered 
a close 6-4 loss to the Southern Jaguars on 
Sunday in the series finale. This weekend’s 
series puts the Owls’ overall record at 10-9 
on the season with a 9-3 record at Reckling 
Park.  

Head coach Matt Bragga said he felt 
that this weekend’s series had its ups and 
downs, which the team could use to learn 
from their performance. Bragga said he was 
proud of his squad, highlighting how the 
team had a quality game on Friday. 

“We had a great game on Friday both on 
the mound and offensively,” Bragga said. 
“I think we were very patient throughout 
the series, and by being patient, we were 
allowed to create significant offensive 
production along with several big hits and a 
couple of home runs, which was great.”

In Friday’s win, sophomore pitcher 
Blake Brogdon set new career highs in 
innings pitched with 7.0, and strikeouts 
with 10. Brogdon said he was proud of his 
performance and is optimistic about the rest 
of the season. 

“It felt great,” Brogden said. “It was 
definitely a step in the right direction as I try 
to continue in this positive trajectory every 
week,” Brogdon said. 

Freshman utility man Connor Walsh 
believes that this series was critical to him 
finding some footing in the Owls offense. 

“The first couple of games started pretty 

rough,” Walsh said. “After picking my stroke 
back up, I got hurt and I am finally finding 
it back again and I feel really good in the 
batting box now.”

Bragga said that the team had plenty 
to learn from their sloppy moments on 
Saturday and Sunday. He believes that his 
players can definitely improve, especially 
on the offensive side of the ball. 

“Our guys are doing their best to stack 
at-bats. They are doing everything they can 
to score some runs,” Bragga said. “I think 
offensively we’ve been okay and we have 
ways to go. On Sunday, our quality at-bats 
were not good enough.”

However, with conference games coming 
up next week — and the toughest, most 
important part of the season is upcoming 
— Bragga is cautiously optimistic about his 
team. 

“I believe in this team. Do I think that we 
are good enough yet? No. Can we be? Yes. 
However, I believe in this group and I think 

that this is a great group of young men,” 
Bragga said. “They have worked really, 
really hard and I think that we can definitely 
be better than where we are right now. Our 
job as coaches is to get these guys as good 
as they can.”

Walsh agreed that the team can perform 
well as the Owls enter one of their most 
important stretches of the season. 

“We are so close as a team. We hit a lot 
of balls really hard and we just have to start 
stacking up really good at-bats,” Walsh 
said. “I am really confident about the rest 
of the season as we head into some more 
conference games”

As the Owls enter the toughest part of the 
season, the team has begun to understand 
the importance of their return to normalcy. 
The Owls baseball season is unique 
compared to most sports this year as the Owls 
have allowed fans back into stadiums, a step 
back to normalcy that sports had prior to the 
pandemic. Brodgon believes that the return 

of fans have had a positive impact. 
“After last year’s cancellation with 

professional sports and no fans, I think it is 
a big deal that we can have fans back in the 
stands,” Brogdon said. “We really feed off 
of the energy and it’s really exciting to see 
familiar faces too.”

Bragga affirmed the same feelings that 
Brogdon had as he feels that college baseball 
season has returned back to normal. 

“I feel like this season has been normal. 
From a college baseball standpoint, it is 
only getting better in terms of fans in the 
stands,” Bragga said. “I don’t feel anything 
that abnormal. When we meet with the home 
plate umpire, everything is a bit distanced 
and, in our dugout, we have tried to be more 
spread apart.”

This weekend, the Owls’ season continues 
against conference rivals University of Texas, 
San Antonio. The four game series will take 
place at Reckling Park, which also includes a 
doubleheader Saturday.  

Owls tops A&M, take two of three from Southern

Volleyball falls to No. 6 Baylor in a five-set thriller

PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS
Volleyball head coach Genny Volpe talks to one of her players at a game earlier this year 
against the University of Houston. 

PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS

The Rice baseball team celebrates following a home run by freshman Connor Walsh (4), in a game against Southern University last weekend.
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The Backpage is satire, written this week by Ndidi Nwosu and Timmy Mansfield, edited by SidRich Matovic and designed by Simona MatO-Week. To co-advise with us, email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

A worse version of McMurtry, but if you 
get sent here you can at least look forward 

to throwing unsuspecting freshmen 
into the fountain. Good news, though — 
learning about Duncan culture shouldn’t 

take very long.

Duncan

The Co-Advisor’s Guide to All Those Other Colleges
Even though most of us are stuck in 2020 mentally, preparations for Orientation Week 

2021 are already underway, with co-advisors having been selected recently! Inter-college 
interaction has been more challenging than ever this year, and if you’re co-advising 

someplace new, you may be nervous about your rudimentary knowledge of that residential 
college. The Backpage, as usual, has your back with this page: a handy Co-Advisor’s Guide to 

All Those Other Colleges. 
You were “accepted” to “co-advise” 
at “Martel”? Sorry! This is actually 
a decades-long jack that the whole 
university is in on. Martel doesn’t 
actually exist. If you got assigned    
here, that was their way of letting

you down gently. Better luck next year.

Martel

Don’t bring your family near these 
banana-loving freaks. Legend has it 
that they keep the Commons so cold 

to scare off any students from stealing 
Chef Roger’s secret formula. They’ll tell 

you that Duncan is worse than them, but 
everyone knows that’s not true.

McMurtry

The first thing that comes 
to mind when most 

students hear Jones is 
a rumor about goats. 

While not much is known 
about the real source 
of blowing goats, the 

Backpage is launching an 
investigation into whether 
Will Rice launched a smear 

campaign to remove the 
association between Jones 
and GOAT (Greatest of All 
Time) given their enviable 

Beer Bike track record.

Jones

There isn’t much to 
know about Brown, 
and they’re so far 

away that people only 
remember they exist 
when they have that 
toga party with the 
complicated name. 

Bacchanalia? Baklava? 
Bacchanananana 

Batman? We get it, 
nerds, you took Latin in 
high school, but a dead 

language is dead.

Brown

Oh, you’re co-advising 
at Hanzen? That’s tough. 

The least you can do is 
demonstrate loyalty, so 

hopefully you at least 
noticed we misspelled 
Hanszen twice so far. 
Without co-advisors 

like you preserving the 
Hanszen culture this 
summer, it might get 

destroyed and isolated, 
just like the old wing of 
Hanszen that’s being 
demolished and its 

residents put in former 
quarantine dorm Old Sick, 

we mean Old Sid.

Hanzen

Baker’s been around the 
longest, so it’s going to 
take some time to earn 

Bakerites’ trust. If you want 
them to accept you as their 
own, you’re going to have 
to spend at least 24 hours 
in your complete Baker 13 

uniform, shaving cream and 
all (or more realistically, 

shaving cream and nothing).

Baker
Picture Lovett Hall in all its glory, and 

then think of a building that embodies 
the exact opposite vibe. Yes, it’s 

the one that looks like a prison, you 
can’t miss it. Their chant is a string of 

expletives because they are still in that 
middle school phase where cursing 

equals funny, so dust off your cringiest 
middle school jokes.

Lovett

You actually don’t need to know 
anything about Sid Rich. All of their 

residents have been scattered 
across residential colleges for so 

long that they have lost any unique 
characteristics specific to their 

college, and are now just The Ones 
With the Fancy New Building. Make 

up some traditions, go for it.

Sid Rich

Everyone at Will Rice only cares 
about two things: first, clarifying 
that their namesake is actually 

just the nephew of the infamous 
William Marsh Rice and second, 
Beer Bike. In fact, If your chug 
isn’t sub-0.5 seconds, you’re 
kicked out and sent to Lovett. 

Better start practicing unhinging 
your jaw, both for chugging and 

ineffectively shouting back at 
“Fuck Will Rice” chants.

Will Rice

You know why you 
applied to Wiess, 

you Goldenrod 
Digger. They’re 

the richest college 
at Rice, and they 
flex their wealth 

by giving out 
free boba twice a 
month. If you’re 
lucky enough to 
be a co-advisor 
here, make sure 
to use hanging 
out with your 

O-Week kids as 
an excuse for 

abandoning your 
home college. 

Wiess
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