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Baker College sophomore Lily Sethre-
Brink’s grandfather was named Willis, but 
she called him Grandpa Will. He was stern 
but witty, she said, and they would always 
make blueberry pie together. He did a mean 
Cookie Monster impression, and when 
Sethre-Brink was a little kid, she would 
pretend to fall asleep in his lap so that she 
could stay in his arms longer. And he always 
loved to hear her sing.

When Sethre-Brink saw her grandfather 
for the last time in December, over 
FaceTime, she sang him one last song. He 
died at 97 in a nursing home, after breaking 
his hip, not being fed sufficiently, and 
contracting COVID-19. 

Over the past year, more than 500,000 
Americans have died from COVID-19 

complications, and the pandemic has taken 
2.65 million lives worldwide. As that number 
continues to grow, people continue to cope 
with the losses of friends and relatives. The 
Rice community has felt this grief collectively 
— mourning the death of staff member 
Margarita Rodriguez among others — but also 
on the individual level. The Thresher spoke 
with two Rice students who have lost loved 
ones to COVID-19 complications.

“It’s hard not to feel numb”
On New Year’s Eve, just a few weeks after 

losing her maternal grandfather, Sethre-Brink 
got news that her uncle Jerry, who had been 
battling COVID-19 in the hospital, had passed 
away. He was her father’s older brother, and 
had essentially raised Sethre-Brink’s father 
after they lost their own dad.

“My dad’s dad died in front of him when 
he was 16; he had a heart attack. And I mean, 

after that, it was my Uncle Jer who really 
stepped in and was my dad’s person to go to 
after that,” Sethre-Brink said. “It’s really hard, 

really hard watching my dad grieve. Cause I 
mean, it was painful for me, but for him it was 
just different. I mean, it was devastating.”

Then, on Feb. 1, 2021, Sethre-Brink lost her 
grandmother to COVID-19 complications. Of 
the three family members Sethre-Brink has 
lost during the pandemic, she was closest 
to her grandma, who was named Mary. 
They liked to bake sugar cookies together, 
and Sethre-Brink said that Mary gave the 
best gifts and always beat the whole family 
in the humorous party game What Do You 
Meme? For Christmas, Sethre-Brink got her 
grandmother sparkly hair clips, which she 
donned during her last days in the hospital.

Sethre-Brink Zoomed into our interview 
from the house where her grandparents used 
to live, and she said it hadn’t quite sunk in 
that her grandmother was permanently gone.

“I keep expecting when I’m out on the 
porch, that she’s going to come join me in 
her zipper-down robe and her slippers. It’s 
just really hard knowing that she won’t,” 
Sethre-Brink said. “Sometimes I feel fine and, 

BONNIE ZHAO & HAJERA NAVEED
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Rice Student Run Businesses collectively announced 
their official endorsement for the removal of the Willy 
Statue on social media last Thursday. Rice Coffeehouse, 
The Hoot and Rice Bikes concurrently released a 
statement on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter outlining 
their reasons for supporting the movement.

Each SRB detailed how it would specifically support 
the movement given its resources. Rice Coffeehouse, 
according to their social media post, stated that they will 
provide weekly or biweekly carafes for the sit-ins, allow 
advertising of the movement in their space and provide 
resources to their employees about the movement. The 
Hoot stated that they will cater a few sit-ins and will 
promote the movement in their space with flyers and 
on their TV. Rice Bikes committed to using their physical 
space and website to advertise and host events for the 
movement, and said they will provide educational 

resources for their customers and employees. 
According to William Miles, general manager of Rice 

Bikes, one of the reasons that 
prompted the SRBs to collaborate 
together is the lack of action from 
the administration.

“The consensus of [Rice Bikes] 
is that the statue is an issue, and 
the demand from the movement 
is still not being addressed,” Miles 
said. “The university [wasn’t] 
really responding. The survey 
from [the Task Force on Slavery, 
Segregation, and Racial Injustice] 
took a while to go out. I want to 
use our facilities and to be able 
to support the movement. I think 
we are definitely in a position to 
help.”

Miles said that the SRBs are also in the process of 
organizing a collective sit-in of all SRB employees. 

Currently, 23 SRB employees are signed up for the sit in 
on Tuesday March 16, according to Luna. 

Miguel Luna, general 
manager at Rice Coffeehouse, 
said that the general managers of 
the SRBs met in early November 
to discuss publicly endorsing the 
movement, but pushed back the 
official announcement until after 
winter break. The announcement 
then got pushed further due to 
delayed reopenings following 
winter break. 

“We decided that we should 
endorse it publicly starting in the 
spring because if we did it at the 
end of fall semester it wouldn’t 
have as big of an impact because 
the semester was about to end,” 

said Luna, a Wiess College junior.

It’s just brutal. There’s 
no other way to put 
it. It’s brutal and it’s 
constant and it’s just 
really hard.

 Lily Sethre-Brink
BAKER COLLEGE SOPHOMORE

“We are very visible 
on campus, and so 
I’m hoping that that 
visibility will get people 
to notice and want to 
start more conversations 
about bringing the statue 
down.”
Ryan Emelle
HOOT GENERAL MANAGER

‘It’s just brutal’: Two students reflect on losing loved ones to COVID-19

SEE LOSING LOVED ONES PAGE 5

SEE SRB ENDORSEMENT PAGE 3

Student-Run Businesses endorse 
“Down With Willy” Movement
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In the past two weeks, students 
reported seeing Rice University Police 
Department officers wearing face masks 
depicting the “Thin Blue Line” symbol on 
campus, a symbol sometimes associated 
with the Blue Lives Matter movement 
and which some students associate with 
the movement. RUPD Chief Clemente 
Rodriguez said that he had not seen any 
officers wearing masks with the words 
“Blue Lives Matter” written on them, and 
none of the RUPD supervisors he spoke 
with saw any RUPD officers wearing masks 
with messages saying the words “Blue 
Lives Matter.” However, some officers 
have worn masks depicting the “Thin Blue 
Line” symbol, which Rodriguez said was 
meant to support fellow law enforcement 
officers.

“[The “Thin Blue Line” symbol] 
is intended to support fellow law 
enforcement officers and remember 
officers who have lost their lives in the line 
of duty,” Rodriguez said.

Students who saw officers wearing 
masks that depicted the “Thin Blue Line” 
symbol said that the symbol represented 
the Blue Lives Matter movement to them. 
Riley Barker, a Hanszen College freshman, 
said that the officer he saw was wearing a 

mask with the “Thin Blue Line” symbol on 
it, but described it as a Blue Lives Matter 
mask.

“It’s a very politicized symbol,” Barker 
said. “The Blue Lives Matter flag is not a 
sign of respect. It’s a sign of disrespect. [...] 
You saw Blue Lives Matter flags flying at the 
Capitol riot. That’s who you align with if you 
wear, or don, or fly a Blue Lives Matter flag. 
You’re aligning yourself with people who 
believe in the rule of law, and the rule of law 
in this country is very racist.”

Barker said that he had heard stories of 
other RUPD officers wearing masks with 
the “Thin Blue Line” symbol on it, but he 
had never seen it in person until he saw the 
officer last Friday, and was shocked to see it 
in person.

“I’m sure, if there have been other 
interactions on campus with this officer, 
or any officers wearing this symbol, that’s 
uncomfortable, at the very least, and at the 
most that’s something that makes you feel 
uneasy,” Barker said.

Barker said that he was surprised to see 
the officer wearing a mask with the “Thin 
Blue Line” symbol on it.

“I have to imagine, if I was not a white 
man, if I were a Black student, or Brown 
student, and I had the same interaction, 
knowing the experiences I’ve been told from 
friends, I feel like I would have felt unsafe,” 
Barker said.

Martel College 
sophomore Malaika 
Bergner said that 
she saw an officer 
wearing a mask 
depicting the “Thin 
Blue Line” symbol 
while rehearsing in 
a group for Africayé, 
Rice African Student 
Association’s annual 
cultural show, 
outside of the Moody 
Center for the Arts.

“I can’t speak 
for other students, 
but I could see 
people’s faces when he walked over to us 
at Moody, and people were very surprised 
and uncomfortable. And yeah, it was not a 
comfortable or safe environment for Black 
students to be in, I don’t think,” Bergner 
said.

According to Bergner, the officer 
approached the group and asked about a 
vehicle that was parked illegally in front of 
the Moody Center. The group said that the 
vehicle did not belong to any of them, and 
then the officer left. Bergner said she was 
surprised to see the officer wearing the mask.

“A lot of us were able to see that he was 
wearing a mask that had the Blue Lives 
Matter flag on it, very clearly,” Bergner said. 

“A lot of us were very surprised, and taken 
aback that [it] would be something that 
an RUPD officer would wear on campus, 
walking up to a bunch of Black students. 
And he didn’t even seem to think that would 
be a problem.”

According to Rodriguez, RUPD has a 
policy prohibiting speech that “express[es] 
bias against any race, religion, sexual 
orientation or protected class of individuals.” 
The policy applies to any item worn on duty 
by officers, including masks. Additionally, 
the department has a policy prohibiting 
officers who are on duty or in uniform from 
actively participating in political campaigns, 
according to Rodriguez.

Students react to RUPD officers seen wearing “Thin Blue Line” masks
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Will Rice College and Wiess College both 
reheld elections for certain college positions 
after facing issues relating to their respective 
voting softwares, OwlNest and Qualtrics. By 
holding these elections again, the election 
outcomes were changed both for Wiess and 
Will Rice. 

Qualtrics offers different versions of a rank 
order question according to Wiess College 
election representatives Lisa Punnen and 
Kaitlyn Liu. Punnen and Liu said they chose 
the drag and drop type. 

When a user encounters a drag and drop 
rank order question, Qualtrics requires the 
user to interact with the answer options on the 
screen before moving on to the next question 
in order for the response to count. However, 
Punnen said many voters intended to rank 
candidates in the order that was presented on 
the form, leading them to move on to the next 
question without interacting with the answer 
choices at all. As a result, those votes weren’t 
counted by Qualtrics.

Punnen said they realized something was 
wrong when they saw how many blank votes 
there were.

“We assumed most people who hit ‘next’ 
intended to vote for whatever order appeared 
on the screen, but there was some ambiguity 
— people could have intentionally meant to 
skip a vote, so we didn’t know exactly what 
to do with those empty votes,” Punnen said.

Not only did Liu and Punnen not know 
how to interpret the blank votes, but also said 
that depending on how the blank votes were 
counted, it would impact certain election 
results.

“It was important for us to do a recount 
because it changed the course of two major 
roles — the president and then the [internal 
vice president],” Liu said. “Depending on 
whether or not we counted those votes, it 
would have changed the results, so we didn’t 
want ourselves to [make] the decision that 
ended up choosing the actual candidate.”

As a result, Liu and Punnen decided to 
redo the elections for president and IVP — 
using a different version of Qualtrics’s rank 
order question, in which participants enter 
numbers to rank their choices. After elections 
took place the second time around, there 

was a larger voter turnout, and the winner 
calculated by Qualtrics had changed — 
indicating to Liu and Punnen that the blank 
votes from the previous time were meant to be 
counted.

“The results were somewhat ambiguous 
the first time, because we weren’t sure 
whether to count the ‘blank’ votes or not, but 
the final election results suggested that most 
people who had originally ‘skipped’ probably 
intended to vote in the order they saw on the 
ballot,” Punnen said.

Will Rice was also forced to redo elections 
for the at-large representatives when issues 
with the OwlNest software came up. OwlNest 
allows organizations to hold elections 
through either a closed group or an open 
group, according to Kristen Ernst, associate 
director of student engagement at the 
Rice Student Center. Ernst said that closed 
elections ensure that only registered users on 
the organization’s roster can participate.

Since closed elections require all 
participants to use OwlNest, the elections 
committee chose to do an open election to 
ensure that all Will Ricers could participate, 

according to Colin Chan, former programs 
director at Will Rice.

“It’s hard to make sure everyone’s on 
[OwlNest] because you’re required to be in it 
in order to have that closed election,” Chan 
said. “So we were forced to open it because 
people couldn’t vote.”

In order to conduct the open election, the 
elections committee sent out a voting link to 
everyone at Will Rice. But when the committee 
opened the results, committee member Ben 
Lamb noticed a message from a participant 
written in the write-in section.

“The worrying thing is that we would’ve 
never suspected that our election was 
compromised, if it weren’t for one of the 
people who submitted the ballot — in the 
write-in, he basically just said, ‘I’m an [alum] 
and I’m voting, haha,’” Chan said. 

Chan said the committee turned to Ernst 
and the Rice Student Center to find out how 
many invalid votes had been cast in all three 
rounds of their elections that year. After 
coordinating with the Registrar’s Office, Ernst 
told the committee that three voters were 
not from Will Rice, and four voters were not 

currently enrolled in classes — meaning they 
could be on a leave of absence from Rice, or 
they could be alumni. 

Chan said that the committee originally 
wanted to eliminate only the invalid votes, 
in order to avoid redoing any elections, 
which could change the results. However, 
Ernst said that the OwlNest system cannot 
accommodate this.

“Votes are not tied to the individual voter 
once they have been cast,” Ernst wrote in an 
email to the Thresher. “After a vote has been 
submitted, the system is unable to separate 
a specific user’s vote from the overall results. 
This helps to ensure voter privacy.”

After determining that the previous two 
rounds of elections had not been significantly 
impacted by invalid votes, the Will Rice 
elections committee decided to redo one 
election — for the two at-large representatives 
— since those were the only election results 
that would be impacted by the number of 
invalid votes, according to Chan. 

“Three or four votes doesn’t sound like 
a lot, but it got to the point in our election 
where some of the elections were so close, we 
couldn’t really call them,” Chan said.

However, the final election had 
approximately 70 fewer voters. As a result, 
the final election results for the at-large 
representative differed from the original 
results.

“It was kind of unfortunate because, 
obviously when you remake elections, it 
changes the outcome,” Chan said. “There’s 
no guarantee that redoing elections will 
produce the same winner or same loser, and 
also the [voter] turnout is different.”

Will Rice has faced election issues, albeit 
different ones, in the past. George Liu, former 
vice president of Will Rice, said that last 
year’s election issues were due to human 
error, rather than OwlNest itself. 

George Liu said he hopes that election 
committees in the future are able to gain more 
familiarity with OwlNest before elections 
occur, stating that it’s unfair to the candidates 
who originally win — especially if the voter 
turnout changes the second time around. For 
future elections, George Liu said he hopes 
these issues are resolved.

“I guess I’ll be gone then, so I don’t really 
have a stake in it, but I hope future elections 
won’t be this dramatic,” George Liu said.

Wiess, Will Rice redo elections due to complications
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The general managers each checked 
in with their employees and managers 
before making the decision to endorse 
the movement, according to Ryan Emelle, 
general manager at The Hoot.

“I’ve had conversations … explaining 
what the movement is, and why I think 
it’s important for us as a [SRB] to support 
the movement because of its importance 
in making people feel comfortable on 
campus,” Emelle said. “From there, I sent 
out a form asking who would be opposed to 
us endorsing. I got a lot of positive feedback, 
which pushed me to go forward with trying 
to do a collective SRB endorsement, and I 
believe the same happened with the other 
two SRBs.”

Miles said that the overwhelming 
majority of the responses he received from 

the anonymous poll taken by his employees 
supported Rice Bikes endorsing the 
movement.

“There were a few that chose ‘indifferent.’ 
Most of them also made the comment that 
they just weren’t as knowledgeable on the 
topic to be able to make an opinion, which 
I appreciate,” Miles said. “And I think that 
influenced what we do in terms of providing 
education and resources not just for our 
customers, but also for our employees.”

Shifa Rahman, the original organizer of 
the sit-ins, said that he also participated in 
coordinating the SRB endorsement. 

“We all met together, and they talked 
about how they wanted to put it out and 
coordinate. They wanted to [run everything] 
by me … and I was obviously very supportive 
in terms of bringing to light what they could 
do for [the movement],” Rahman, a Lovett 
College junior, said.

This story has been condensed for print. 
Read more online at ricethresher.org
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SRB ENDORSEMENT
Slavery, Segregation, and Racial 
Injustice Task Force solicits opinions 
on Willy’s Statue through survey
BONNIE ZHAO & HAJERA NAVEED
SENIOR WRITERS

The Task Force on Slavery, Segregation, 
and Racial Injustice asked Student 
Association presidents on March 7 to send 
out a survey regarding Willy’s statue to 
college presidents, who were asked to 
send it to their respective college students. 
The survey asked if the statue of William 
Marsh Rice should be removed from the 
Academic Quad and asked how they 
reached that answer. Responders were 
instructed to write as little or as much as 
they would like. 

The task force also sent surveys 
concerning Willy’s statue directly to Rice 
alumni, staff and faculty and clarified in the 
email to alumni that ‘no university decision 
has been made concerning the memorial.’

The co-chair for the Task Force on 
Slavery, Segregation, and Racial Injustice, 
Alexander Byrd, asked Kendall Vining and 
Anna Margaret Clyburn, the incoming and 
outgoing Student Association presidents, 
to send a survey concerning the founder’s 
memorial to the student body, accordion 
to Vining.

“Anna Margaret said there’s an all-
student Listserv through the dean’s office 
that the SA president has access to, but it 
takes a few days for send-out to occur. But 
we also can have all the college presidents 
send the message to colleges … Dr. Byrd 
[responded that] sending it through the 
college presidents and using the Listserv 
sound great,” Vining said.

Vining said that they then sent the 
survey to both outgoing and incoming 
college presidents to distribute, and the 
next monthly campuswide email will also 
include the survey in it. 

Caleb McDaniel, the Task Force’s co-
chair, said there were a variety of ways to 
send out the survey to the students. 

“I think we could have had it sent in 
a variety of ways, including to one or 
several student listservs,” McDaniel said. 
“The Task Force wanted to create a space 
where all members of the community 
could share their thinking about the 
Founder’s Memorial directly with our 
group, and we look forward to reviewing 
the responses we receive.”

Adam Cardenas, the outgoing 
president of Baker College, said that he 
was initially surprised by the task force’s 
decision to communicate to the student 
body through college presidents.

“In the past, I know that the task force 
has sent out their own messages through 
Rice’s Listservs,” Cardenas said. “But then 
I rethought the process of getting students 
involved, and having the messages come 
from college presidents help to have more 
people engaged because then [we] have a 
good representation of the colleges.”

Sarah Mozden, the incoming president 
of Sid Richardson College, said that she 
sent out the survey upon receiving it on 
March 8, but some colleges received the 
survey later than others.

“I had already changed over so I was 
the one who decided to send the email, but 
I was in collaboration with the outgoing 
president before sending out the email,” 
Mozden, a junior at Sid Richardson, said. 
“My guess would be that there was a 
miscommunication between incoming 
and outgoing presidents about who was 
supposed to send it.” 

Cardenas sent out the survey to Baker 
students on March 12 and said that there 
were no instructions as to whether he 
or Antoni Yotov, the incoming Baker 
president, should send out the survey.

“Me and Antoni worked together to 
make sure the survey got out, but ultimately 
I sent it,” Cardenas said. “After Wednesday, 
he’ll take over [dealing with] any feedback.”

Vining said the coinciding timings 
of the survey and changeover of college 
governments could have led to these delays 
and confusion. 

“Student leaders are trying their best 
right now,” Vining said. “Especially with 
last year, students stepped up in a way 
that they shouldn’t have to step up. But, 
given that, I still hope to ensure, especially 
surrounding equity issues on campus and 
anti-racism, that people who have been 
elected into these positions really actively 
promote and adapt into their actions as 
they have to perform through their roles.”

Miguel Luna, Coffeehouse general 
manager, also sent the task force survey out 
to his employees in an email with additional 
resources to ensure his employees had the 
opportunity to complete it.

“I sent out the task force survey to all 
[Keepers of Coffee because] I heard not all 
residential colleges got it,” Luna said. “So 
I felt like it was my duty to include that 
in the resource section [of the email] for 
Coffeehouse employees to fill out.”

Vining said that she also successfully 
submitted a question about Willy’s statue 
to the survey of all students, which students 
are required to complete.

“Basically I wanted to ensure that no 
matter what happens with the response rate 
that the task force might get from students, 
I can still use my role as SA president to do 
something,” Vining said. “I knew that the 
task force had their own questions, and I 
didn’t want to interfere with that. But I just 
felt like as the SA president and as a Black 
woman, I wanted to include a question [in 
the SA] to ask the student body about their 
general thoughts on Willy statue so that it 
can be used as a resource for other students 
who then plan to write legislation in favor 
or against removing the statue, however 
they decide to do that.”
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

“Black Art at Rice: A Conversation with Milkessa Gaga” was written by Emily Ma, not 
Melissa Carmona.

Correction

CARTOON BY DALIA GULCA

Sprinkle Days — a day-long, mid-week “break.”

For the past year, people have been 
using the message “we’re all in this 
together” to help us feel less isolated in 
the shared traumatic experience of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While all of our lives 
have been touched by the pandemic, it 
has also affected each of us differently, at 
different times and in different degrees. 
Some of us stayed in Houston, while 
others went back to our hometowns. 
Some of us stayed inside, isolated from 
other people, 
while others had 
to work in-person 
jobs as essential 
workers. Some of 
us watched our 
loved ones suffer 
from afar after 
they contracted 
the virus and some of us contracted 
it ourselves. For this editorial, the 
Thresher editorial board is reflecting 
on our experience of the pandemic as a 
newspaper staff and finding out why the 
work we do continues to be worthwhile 
despite the challenges.

Monday nights are Thresher production 
nights. Before a virus turned our world 
upside down, we spent them in our 
office, located on the top floor of the Rice 
Memorial Center. Around 6:30 p.m., staffers 
would pile into a conference room, vying 
for open chairs and slinking onto tables or 
the carpeted floor when there were none 
left. Sometimes we would have dinner — 
Pink’s Pizza and Halal Guys were staples 
— and there would always be snacks: baby 
carrots and hummus, grapes, Cheez-Its, 
Cheetos and every variety of Oreo on the 
market. After our staff meeting, we would 
make our way to the offices to slump down 
onto chairs and sofas, type on laptops 
and desktops, distract ourselves with 
conversation and laughter, and edit and 
design until our brains and eyes no longer 
cooperated. We didn’t know any other way 
to make a newspaper.

These days, the Thresher office is quiet 
and empty, save for a few editors who 
visit it occasionally, masked and with 
six feet of distance between one another. 
Our Monday night routine involves 
opening up a Zoom in our respective 
dorms, houses, and apartments, both 
in Houston and around the world. Jokes 
and banter are mostly typed into the 
chat, and impassioned editorial board 
discussions are interrupted by spotty 
Wi-Fi connections. Making a newspaper 
together used to be a highly social 
experience. Now, it can be quite lonely.

But producing the Thresher over 
the past year has also been massively 
rewarding. Back in the spring of 2020, we 
didn’t know we were printing our final 
newspaper of the semester until it was 
already on stands across campus, with 
headlines such as “Beer Bike, major events 
canceled for the semester” and “Faculty 
prepare for possible transition to remote 
instruction.” Within a matter of days, it 

became clear that remote instruction was 
very much a reality, and that we wouldn’t 
be seeing each other in person on Monday 
nights for a long time. We pivoted to 
online-only content, brought it to our 
community via weekly newsletter (which 
is still going, and you can still subscribe 
to), and worked tirelessly to write about 
Rice as it crumbled around us.

Back in March and April, people 
were advising each other to take a break 

from the constant 
news and doom-
scrolling as a 
form of self-care. 
For many of our 
reporters and 
editors, that simply 
was not an option, 
and the work was 

exhausting. It also kept us going, and 
gave us a sense of purpose when it seemed 
like our classes and other responsibilities 
didn’t matter under the shadow of a global 
pandemic. Over the summer, we had the 
chance to catch our breath and regain 
our footing (while continuing to report 
— we published a whopping 43 stories 
and opinion pieces during the summer 
of 2020, many more than normal) and 
this school year, we’ve been able resume 
printing at a much smaller capacity. 
Working under circumstances that no 
previous generation of the Thresher has 
had to face, we’ve continued our paper’s 

tradition of bringing the Rice community 
pertinent, sharp and brave reporting, and 
we’re immensely proud.

Just as the Thresher had to pivot to an 
unprecedented mode of operations, the 
people, organizations and communities 
that we serve also began functioning in 
vastly different capacities. When the 
pandemic first 
began, there was 
a period of anxiety 
when we thought 
there would be 
nothing to report 
on outside of the 
virus itself — all 
of the festivals, 
concerts and 
events we had 
been anticipating 
were canceled. 
However, as the 
year progressed 
we learned that 
our community 
was not shutting down completely. We 
have watched as community members 
adapted projects, exhibits, protests 
and events to function in innovative 
virtual and socially-distanced avenues, 
from student cultural clubs streaming 
their annual cultural showcases online 
to college art groups holding exhibits 
and outdoor concerts. In carrying the 
Thresher forward over the past year, we’ve 

had to look for our stories in new ways 
and in new places. We’ve been inspired by 
how the Rice and Houston community has 
continued to tell their own stories in the 
face of so many obstacles, and we’ve been 
honored to record all of their historic firsts 
and lasts.   

We’re not sure when we’ll next be 
able to share Halal 
Guys together in the 
RMC. By that time, 
it’s likely that the 
five seniors on this 
editorial board will 
be gone, and that 
many of the staffers 
filling up that 
conference room will 
have only known the 
Thresher in a virtual 
capacity. Our pre-
pandemic traditions 
may be lost in 
history, replaced 
by entirely new 

ones established by students who have 
gotten to know an entirely different Rice, 
and an entirely different Thresher. But if 
publishing the Thresher over the past year 
has shown us anything, it’s that no matter 
the circumstances, that room will be filled 
with Rice students devoted to telling the 
stories that our community needs to hear. 
And our community will continue giving 
us incredible stories to tell.

EDITORIAL

What we’ve learned from publishing a newspaper in a pandemic

Making a newspaper 
together used to be a 
highly social experience. 
Now, it can be quite lonely.

We’ve been inspired by 
how the Rice and Houston 
community has continued 
to tell their own stories 
in the face of so many 
obstacles, and we’ve been 
honored to record all of 
their historic firsts and 
lasts.



you know, I’m sad and depressed, but I’m 
functioning. And then other times it’s like I 
can’t breathe, and I just want to scream.”

Losing three relatives back to back has 
been incredibly taxing, Sethre-Brink said.

“It’s been so much so quickly,” she said. 
“It’s just brutal. There’s no other way to put 
it. It’s brutal and it’s constant and it’s just 
really hard.”

It’s a feeling that McMurtry College senior 
Alicia Selvera shares. In January, Selvera’s 
aunt and uncle died in the ICU about a 
week apart from each other after contracting 
COVID-19. Their names were Rita and Joe, and 
they were caring people who valued family 
and food, Selvera said, and opened their 
home to her sister when she needed a place 
to go. 

Selvera has also lost a number of family 
members this year to causes other than 
COVID-19, including her father, who passed 
away last October after battling colon cancer 
for a few years. 

“When you have these deaths happen one 
on top of the other, it’s hard to say optimistic,”  
Selvera said. “I tend to be a very bubbly and 
happy person. It’s just my personality. And 
sometimes it’s hard to maintain this way, and 
it’s hard not to feel numb.”

“The world doesn’t stop moving for you”
Selvera is graduating in May, and she’ll be 

starting medical school in the fall. Although 
her spring semester is less stressful than 
previous ones, Selvera said that every day has 
been demanding.

“For the first time in my life, I have no 
motivation to do anything,” Selvera said. 
“I’m taking nothing but fun classes ... I’m 
taking a painting class, an acting class and 
a fun [humanities] class. And I still don’t 
want to do the homework for those classes. 
They’re enjoyable classes. I just don’t have 
any motivation to do anything.”

Last month, Lily Sethre-Brink successfully 
ran for the Student Association’s External 
Vice President. Before she announced 
her campaign, a few weeks after her 
grandmother had passed, she sat her family 
down for a talk.

“I was like, ‘Look, I was planning to run 
for this thing, but one, I don’t know if I’ll be 
in a place to do it. And two, it will take a lot 
of my time.’ I was like, ‘Should I do it? Is it 
okay if I do it? What do you want me to do?’” 
Sethre-Brink said. “And they said I should run 
because my grandma wouldn’t want me to 
put my life on hold, which is probably right.”

Sometimes, though, Sethre-Brink wishes 
that life could slow down so she could catch 
her breath, she said.

“It’s really hard to navigate when all you 
want to do is sit there and cry, but can’t,” 
Sethre-Brink said. “The world doesn’t stop 
moving for you.”

Sethre-Brink said that ever since she 
first lost her grandfather, it has been tough 
to make decisions about when and how to 
engage with her responsibilities at Rice.

“I feel like when you’re grieving, you have 
to justify what you do and what you don’t do 
to everyone. Even talking to your teachers, 
or what meeting you’re going to show up to, 
what practice you’re going to show up to,” 
Sethre-Brink said. “It’s hard to know what to 
do and what the right decisions are.”

Selvera has also struggled with being 
a Rice student while mourning, she said, 
especially because she doesn’t always want to 
talk about what she’s experienced. 

“I hate to be pitied, and I feel like that’s a 
lot of the reason why I haven’t wanted to talk 
about it,” she said. “If people find out, ‘Oh, 
you’ve had all these traumatic losses in the 
last few months,’ then they will expect less 
of me. They will expect me to be in a worse 
shape than I am, or expect me to be behaving 
in a certain way. And I think that’s a lot of 
pressure to put on somebody.”

“Take it seriously until it’s over”
Due to ongoing health risks and social 

distancing guidelines, people who have lost 
loved ones to COVID-19 haven’t always been 
able to mourn in traditional ways. When 
Selvera’s father passed away last October, 
she decided to attend his funeral virtually 
because she felt that going in person would 
be unsafe.

“Being Zoomed into my own father’s 
funeral was terrible, because I could hear 
nothing. It was awful. It’s not the same. 
You don’t get this comfort, you don’t get 
to be hugged. It hurts,” Selvera said. “I 
hate being Zoomed in, but I’m not going, 
because God, I’m not going to be at a 
100-person funeral.”

Although mourning at a distance has 
been tough, Selvera said that losing so 
many relatives this past year has only 
underscored the importance of heeding 
pandemic-era safety precautions.

“It is frustrating when people just don’t 
care because they have no reason to care,” 
Selvera said. “It’s always something you 
think about, and it’s always like, God, I don’t 
want to lose any more family members … we 
don’t want our family to be any smaller.”

That fear plagues Sethre-Brink, too. 
She said she is constantly scared of getting 
another phone call with news of a family 
death, and angry that people treat the 
pandemic so nonchalantly. 

“It just makes me really toxically angry, 
that people are so entitled they think they 
can just walk around without a mask, 
do whatever they want, and there’s no 
consequences, and they cause other people 
to lose their lives,” Sethre-Brink said. “I don’t 
understand how they lack such humanity.”

Ongoing vaccine distribution, warming 
weather and promising predictions from the 
Biden administration may have made the 
light at the end of this long tunnel shine a bit 
brighter, but Selvera said people must keep 
in mind that we’re not out of the woods yet.

“I’m glad that it feels like the pandemic is 
on the decline … but people are still dying,” 
Selvera said. “You’ve got to take it seriously 
until it’s over.”

The numbers 500,000 and 2.65 million 
can feel incomprehensible — especially for 
those who haven’t lost somebody close to 
them to the virus. But Sethre-Brink hopes 
that people will keep in mind that those 
aren’t just numbers.

“They’re talking about real people who 
had families and passions and hobbies 
and a favorite food,” Sethre-Brink said. 
“They won’t live another day. They won’t 
give their family another hug. They won’t 
attend another family dinner. They won’t 
give another gift or send another letter. 
They’re gone.”

COMPILED BY ELLA FELDMAN
FEATURES EDITOR 

“I remember seeing a video on Facebook 
shared by high school friends where a 
man from Wuhan was describing the 
initial lockdown and situation to an extent 

completely neglected by most Western news 
outlets. After that, I started following the 
situation on a near-daily basis, watching 
footage out of China which contrasted 
sharply with the articles being published 
here. However, I only realized how oblivious 
we were to the future after I told a friend here 

about the videos I had seen. Their response? 
‘Come on, it’s not worse than the flu.’ If only 
they could have been right.” — Will Mundy, 
Sid Richardson College senior

“When campus shut down for the rest 
of the semester and in-person graduation 
was canceled, I felt really bad for the class of 
2020 who must have been looking forward to 
things like Beer Bike, Senior Week, etc. for the 
past 3.5 years. Back then I thought it would 
be temporary. Now it’s my senior spring and 
I’m marking a one-year anniversary of remote 
classes.” — Rynd Morgan, Brown College 
senior (Editor’s Note: Rynd Morgan is the 
Thresher’s news editor.)

“When my senior year [of high school] 
ended abruptly and my parents started 
working from home and I wasn’t allowed to see 
anyone outside my direct family. I’d worked 
for four years for Hall of Fame, Hosa State, 
etc. and all of those things were canceled. I’d 
been practicing for my graduation recital and 
I never got to perform. I felt guilty for feeling 
sad about all of these things though because 
at least I was safe and healthy. I’m sure COVID 
impacted other families worse. It felt unfair 
but I also was grateful my family wasn’t 
struggling financially.” — Shreya Majeti, 
Jones College freshman

“When I was coming home to Minnesota 
after we had to move out, seconds after I 
landed in Chicago Midway airport, every 
single flight was canceled because an air 
traffic controller had tested positive. Watching 
the entire screens of flights suddenly go from 
green to red told me that something very 
serious was going on in the world.” — Grant 
Parajuli, Baker College sophomore

This story has been condensed for print. 
Read more online at ricethresher.org.
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LOSING LOVED ONES

A year of grief: Students share stories of severity of COVID-19 sinking in

Sheridan Tattoos
Sid Richardson College junior 
Adriana Amaris talks learning to 
tattoo as a form of self-care.
See more at ricethresher.org

EMS in COVID-19
What’s it like to be an EMT in a 
pandemic? Head to our website 
to hear from students.
See more at ricethresher.org

KATHERINE HUI / THRESHER   

IllUSTRATIoN by CHloE XU

 “March 13 was a rainy, frightening 
day for most New Yorkers. That 
afternoon, I took this photo on 
Broadway. People were masked. 
And alone. In the most populous 
city in the country. I knew we were 
all feeling the same thing.” 

— Katherine Hui, Duncan College 
sophomore

FROM PAGE 1
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HOUSTON LATINO FILM 
FESTIVAL

Celebrate Latinx cinema from 
March 19 through 28 with the 
Houston Latino Film Festival. 
Films will be available digitally 
on demand and at two local 
drive-in theaters. Single vehicle 
admission tickets are $30, and 
virtual all-access passes — 
which include access to over 40 
films — are $15. Learn more at 
houstonlatinofilmfestival.org.

CLOSING: CAKE
This Saturday, March 20, Visual 
and Dramatic Arts senior Julia 
Kidd will host an artist talk during 
the closing reception of her solo 
exhibition “CAKE” at Sleepy Cyborg 
Gallery. From 2 - 5 p.m. in Sewall 
Courtyard, attendees will be able to 
hear about Kidd’s work and enjoy 
refreshments. To attend, you must 
RSVP using this Google form and 

wear a mask. 

BLOOM!
The Rice Campanile will host a 
flower-filled yearbook distribution 
event this Thursday, March 18 from 
2 - 5 p.m. in Ray Courtyard. When 
you RSVP in advance, you can enjoy 
fresh roses, a floral photo booth 
and Rice University yearbooks for 

the 2020-2021 school year. 

IKEBANA
This Friday, March 19 at 7 p.m., Rice 
Japanese Club will host its premiere 
Ikebana event, where students 
can learn the traditional Japanese 
art of flower arranging. The event 
will be hosted by guest teacher 
and Ikebana-enthusiast, Sushila 
Mathew in PCF 1. Attendance will 
be limited to 15 students, so RSVP 

now!

WEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENSWEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENS

JAMES KARROUM
SENIOR WRITER

“ITCHY SOUR CANDY,” a series of four 
student solo art exhibitions, is this year’s 
Mavis C. Pitman Exhibition, organized 
through the visual and dramatic arts 
department. Kyle Dickens, Ginny Jeon, 
Isabel Samperio and Sumin Hwang’s 
exhibitions will each be open for eight 
days at Sewall Hall’s Emergency Room 
Gallery, spaced from March 12 to April 28.

The Mavis C. Pitman Endowment 
funds selected senior visual art majors 
to create studio art installations each 
spring. In the past, artists have shown 
their work collectively in a single 
exhibition at the Rice Media Center, but 
its planned demolition has forced the 
department to adapt the showcase into 
sequential solo exhibitions in Emergency 
Room Gallery, a new, smaller gallery 
space in Sewall Hall.

Instead of an opening reception, the 
artists held a Zoom talk with a question-
and-answer session this past Saturday, 
March 13, including an explanation of 
the name “ITCHY SOUR CANDY.”

“It’s about a discomfort, and a 
contrast, juxtaposing itchy and sour with 
candy,” Samperio, a Hanszen College 
senior, said. “All of our work is revealing 
some kind of tension, in a way.”

Dickens discussed “Anthromiasis,” 
his installation that opened the day 
prior to Saturday’s talk and marked the 
beginning of the series. A portmanteau 
of two words that mean ‘human’ and 

‘a subcutaneous, parasitic maggot 
infection,’ “Anthromiasis” features a 
photographic triptych, looping audio 
and a large sculpture that fully embrace 
the trope of humans as a disease to earth.

“Without critical reflection on the 
social structures at play, normality forces 
us into the role of a parasite,” Dickens’ 
accompanying text reads. “Awareness 
that there is nothing more devastating 
than a modern Homo sapien[s] is the 
first step to change.”

This article has been condensed 
for print. Read the full story online at 
ricethresher.org.

VADA seniors talk solo exhibition series, ‘ITCHY SOUR CANDY’

All of our work is 
revealing some kind of 
tension, in a way.
Isabel Samperio
MAVIS C. PITMAN FELLOW

IVANKA PEREZ
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

KC Nwadei first knew she wanted to 
become more involved in the Rice African 
Student Association at her first general body 
meeting. At the end of the meeting, a sort of 
flash mob ensued as club members danced 
to a routine from a past Africayé showcase.

Now one of the dance directors of RASA 
Dance, Nwadei said the upperclassmen 
exuded so much enthusiasm that when they 
mentioned attending dance rehearsals after 
the flash mob, she decided to go. 

“It kind of turned into this really tight-knit 
community within RASA, which is already a 

really accepting community in and of itself, 
and I feel like I was sucked in and decided 
never to leave,” Nwadei said.

This sense of tight-knit community 
is usually reflected in the RASA’s annual 
Africayé show. In previous years, the show 
was marked by the Grand Hall brimming full 
with audience members, performers rushing 
to get changed in the Multicultural Center, 
and the electric energy of the crowd. This 
year’s performance, however, has traded 
the stage for the screen. Like every event, 
showcase, and Rice tradition that has taken 
place in the past year, performers in Africaye 
have had to adapt to create the same energy 
in new ways.

Event coordinator Magdah Omer 
said that because she knew the 
showcase would have to be virtual, 
she was open to being flexible with 
the format. Although Omer started 
planning Africayé with various 
members of RASA before last 
semester even began, she said a lot of 
developments happened much closer 
to filming, which took place over two 
weekends.

“We started talking about the vision 
for Africayé in August or late July, and 
it definitely evolved so much to what 
it is now. Even just three weeks ago, it 
would’ve been something different,” 
Omer, a Baker College junior, said. “I 

think because it was virtual and we were 
trying something new, we allowed it to adapt 
and evolve a lot.”

Since she went in with the expectation 
that this Africayé would be different, Omer 
said she didn’t feel much pressure on herself 
— except to ensure that everyone involved 
felt as excited about the show this year as in 
previous years. 

“A lot of it that has stayed the same 
is, retrospectively, people are still feeling 
that same sense of engagement or sense 
of bonding, that we usually have with 
Africaye,” Omer said. 

This article has been condensed for print. 
Read the full story online at ricethresher.org.

‘I have home here’: Africayé honors African diaspora, celebrates community

It’s Women’s History 
Month, and you 
know what that 
means! Companies 
are going 
to tweet 
about how 
women are human beings 
as if it’s a revolutionary 
point, and there’s going 
to be more shirts at 
Forever 21 that say “feminism.” 
Cynicism aside, this month 
serves as a good reminder to support 
films made by women and reflect on 
the importance of celebrating women 
in the often male-dominated industry 
of filmmaking. 

“BLACK IS KING”

MORGAN GAGE
SENIOR WRITER
MORGAN GAGE
SENIOR WRITER

Femmes on Film: 
Women’s History Month Watchlist

Directed by Beyoncé Knowles-Carter

“BIRDS OF PREY”
Directed by Cathy Yan

“THE 40-YEAR OLD VERSION”
DIrected by Radha Blank

“MISS AMERICANA”
Directed by Lana Wilson

“LA MISMA LUNA”
Directed by Patricia RIggen

“TWILIGHT”
Directed by Catherine Hardwicke

“PROMISING YOUNG WOMAN”
Directed by Emerald Fennell

“JENNIFER’S BODY”
Directed by Karyn Kusama

“THE HURT LOCKER”
Directed by Kathryn Bigelow

“TO ALL THE BOYS I’VE LOVED
BEFORE”  

Directed by Susan Johnson

COURTESY RICE AFRICAN STUDENT ASSOCIATIONCOURTESY RICE AFRICAN STUDENT ASSOCIATION

COURTESY DEPARTMENT OF VISUAL AND DRAMATIC ARTS

Local arts organizations are  
protesting and petitioning to save 
Houston’s last historic theater.  
Read more online at ricethresher.org.

River Oaks Theatre



DANIEL SCHRAGER
SPORTS EDITOR

In a week that saw the NCAA 
championships in both cross country and 
track and field, three Owls earned All-
American honors across the two events. 
At the track and field championships, 
which were held in Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
juniors throwers Erna Gunnarsdóttir 
and Nick Hicks each took second team 
All-American honors, with top-15 
performances in the shot put and hammer 
throw respectively. Sophomore distance 
runner Grace Forbes, meanwhile, placed 
No. 6 in the 5.000 meter, earning her 
first team All-American honors. Forbes 
followed up her performance with a No. 
19 place finish in the 6,000 meter at the 
cross country championships, which 
earned her All-American honors as well.

By earning first team All-American 
honors in the 5,000 meter, Forbes became 
the first Owl to accomplish that feat since 
2016. In that race, Forbes, a sophomore, 
placed behind only four seniors and 
one junior. According to women’s track 
and field head coach Jim Bevan, Forbes 
showed her toughness by holding her own 
against more experienced competition.

“[Forbes] ran a gutty, gutty race for it 
being her first time at nationals,” Bevan 
said. “She was never out of reach of the 
lead for basically the whole race. She was 
one of the youngest in the field. She had 
the lead with 1,200 [meters] to go. To do 
that in her first national meet shows what 
she is made of. I’m just so very, very proud 
of her.”

Meanwhile, on the field side of the 
meet, Hicks and Gunnarsdóttir both put 
up impressive performances in their own 

right. Gunnarsdóttir took No. 11 place in 
the shot-put with a throw of 16.44 meters, 
a throw that fell .51 meters short of the 
personal best she had established at last 
month’s Conference USA championships. 
According to Gunnarsdóttir, while she 
is disappointed she couldn’t match her 
personal best, she is motivated to improve 
going forward.

“It was a great experience getting to 
compete at nationals,” Gunnarsdóttir 
said. “Being surrounded by the best 
athletes in the NCAA is something really 
special. I know I could have done a lot 
better, but it gives me the drive to work 
harder and do better this coming outdoor 
season.”

Hicks ended in No. 14 place in the 
hammer throw with a throw of 20.62 
meters. Hicks managed to accomplish 
this in his first appearance at the NCAA 
championships. According to Hicks, the 
lack of spectators due to the pandemic 
took away some of the pressure of 
competing at nationals.

“Because spectators weren’t allowed, 
the experience felt more like it was just 
another track meet, except we’re the 
best in the nation,” Hicks said. “So even 
though it’s the NCAA championships, it 
felt like a bunch of really good throwers 
got together to throw with no pressure or 
nerves and nothing to lose.”

Hicks said that, despite these changes 
to the event, just getting to compete was 
rewarding in its own right.

“We had worked hard all year, and 
we thought our only meet [of the] 
indoor season would be the conference 

championships, so I was happy when I 
won that meet and set the school record,” 
Hicks said. “[That put me] on the edge 
of qualifying for nationals, and when I 
qualified the next week, it was way more 
than I could’ve asked for this season. We 
worked hard and didn’t know what to 
expect, and I’m grateful that this was the 
result.”

Just three days after the conclusion 
of the track and field championships, 
Forbes traveled to Stillwater, Oklahoma 
to compete at the cross-country 
championships. According to Forbes, the 
quick turnaround between meets made 
for a challenging few days.

“This weekend was really tough,” 
Forbes said. “I had a rather odd 5k Friday 
night. [Monday] was definitely a really 
tough race. It was by far the hardest 
course I’ve ever run, but I’m happy that 
I held on and was able to secure an all-
American spot. I am happy with my 
performances but relieved that the very 
stressful weekend is over.”

These performances cap an impressive 
run for Forbes. Just three weeks ago, she 
earned United States Track and Field 
and Cross Country Coaches Association 
national indoor track athlete of the week 
honors for her meet record-breaking 
performance in the mile at the Conference 
USA Championships.

The Owls now turn their attention 
to outdoor track and field season. The 
outdoor season got off to a good start 
last week, with a second-place finish at 
the Longhorn Invitational meet at the 
University of Texas, Austin.
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BEN BAKER-KATZ
SPORTS EDITOR

Following a disappointing loss to 
Middle Tennessee State University in 
the Conference USA championship 
game and not being selected for the 
NCAA March Madness tournament, Rice 
women’s basketball now faces the age-
old question: Where do they go from 
here?

In the immediate future, they have 
another tournament. As the C-USA 
runner-up, they receive an automatic bid 
to the WNIT tournament, which takes 
place over the coming weeks. Despite all 
the surprises brought by this year, the 
Owls were the epitome of consistency 
with their starting lineup. For 22 straight 
games over the entire season, the same 
five women trotted out onto the court as 
the starting five. So although we have not 
seen the last of this parliament (a group 
of Owls), the question on everyone’s 
mind is what exactly will the team look 
like next year?

Potentially, the team could remain 
exactly the same. Due to the pandemic, 
the NCAA granted an extra year of 
eligibility to all winter sport athletes, 
meaning that if they choose to do so, this 
exact team can stay together and suit up 
for the blue and grey next year. 

It’s unclear how likely that is to 
happen at this point, but there’s a 
compelling case for this team to stay 
together. They went 18-4 this season, won 
the C-USA West without much of a fuss. 
Should they choose to, it’s likely that 
head coach Tina Langley would gladly 
take them all back to make another run 
at a C-USA championship next season. 

But of course, that the entire starting 
lineup will return is far from a sure thing. 
The biggest cause for this uncertainty is 
senior center Nancy Mulkey. It’s not a 
stretch to say that Mulkey is the heart and 

soul of this team, especially on the court. 
She is the anchor of their defense, and 
much of their offense runs through her as 
well. She finished this season averaging 
15.7 points per game, 8.1 rebounds per 
game and a total of 73 blocks, the latter 
good for No. 8 in the nation. 

A semi-finalist for the Naismith 
Women’s Defensive Player of the Year 
award, Mulkey could realistically 
transfer to a host of other programs to 
play her final year of eligibility. There 
is also a very real possibility that she is 
selected in the WNBA Draft. 

If Mulkey does fly the coop, next in 
line would be sophomore forward Lauren 

Schwartz. After a respectable freshman 
year, Schwartz embraced her larger role 
in the offense this season, finishing 
with 11.6 points per game, second only 
to Mulkey. She was also named to the 
C-USA All-Tournament Team, as she 
averaged 15.7 points per game during 
their tournament run.

Schwartz is, for lack of a better term, 
the future of the Rice women’s basketball 
program. Should Mulkey choose not to 
pursue another season on South Main, 
Schwartz would become the de-facto 
leader of the team.

Rounding out the starting five is 
senior guard Sydne Wiggins, junior 

guard Jasmine Smith and sophomore 
guard Katelyn Crosthwait. 

Wiggins was the workhorse of the 
lineup, leading the team with 32 minutes 
per game. Smith led the team in assists 
with 88, and Crosthwait tied Schwartz 
for most three-pointers made with 34. 

Looking toward next year, it’s clear 
that the Owls would not be left high 
and dry without Mulkey. But it’s hard 
to overstate her importance to this 
team. I’m never one to bet against Tina 
Langley, but I don’t see how a Mulkey-
less Owl team manages to retain the 
success we’ve become accustomed to 
seeing out of this program.

What comes next for Rice women’s basketball?

Owls impress at NCAA T&F, XC championships

PHOTO COURTESY CONFERENCE USA
Head coach Tina Langley adresses her team during last week’s Conference USA tournament. The Owls came in second place in the 
tournament, after a last-second loss to Middle Tennessee State University in the championship game. 

PHOTO COURTESY NCAA
Sophomore distance runner Grace Forbes competes at last week’s NCAA track and field 
championships. Forbes took sixth place in the 5,000 meter.

Soccer upsets A&M
Rice soccer took down No. 12 
ranked Texas A&M in an overtime 
thriller on Monday night.
See more at ricethresher.org
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CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Lindsay Josephs
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire, written this week by Timmy Mansfield and Edward Wong, edited by Stimmy Matovic and designed by Simona Moolah. To send us $1400, please email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

A Personal 
Student Assistant

Have you ever enviously 
looked at your professor as he 

kicked back and let his TA teach the 
entire class? Every thought, if teachers 

could have assistants, why couldn’t 
students? There probably some dumb 

rule like the Honor Code that prohibited 
that, but you’re rich now. And as we all 
know, laws don’t apply to the rich. So 
go get yourself a personal SA (student 

assistant) and pay them $10 a day. 
Underpaid and unpaid student 

labor is what Rice runs on!

The Old Sid 
Rich Building

Fact: the super rich invest in 
luxury real estate. So what better 
way to spend your money than to 

buy the premier residential college 
— Old Sid Rich. Sure, on the outside 
it looks like a rotting chimney stack 
about to crumple, but with just one 

house flipping YouTube tutorial, 
you can turn it into a college 

worth respecting.

A University Donation
Like any respectable university, 

Rice is supported by the generosity of 
a handful of wealthy donors — a handful 

so small that names are repeated, like 
Duncan Hall and Duncan College. But, 

the Brockman Hall for Opera’s namesake, 
Robert Brockman was indicted last year on 

the largest tax fraud case in U.S. history, 
so we’re sure it wouldn’t take much for 

Rice to replace his name with yours 
on his eponymous campus 

buildings. 

Extra Votes in 
Your College Election

Has the pandemic got your 
resume looking a little bare? 

A leadership position might be 
nice, but typing up statements and 

actually winning an election sounds 
like a lot of work. This is nothing a 
few Venmos to some alumni can’t 

solve. Just hope that they don’t 
do a revote.

A Chegg Subscription 
This semester’s been stressful, 
and it can be a struggle having 
to go to office hours for literally 

every question on your homework 
sets. However, with your newfound 

wealth, why not treat yourself to that 
Chegg subscription you’ve been 
considering? Use the extra time 

on your hands to try to evade 
Honor Council.

Get Stimulated: Here’s How to Spend Your $1400
This St. Paddy’s Day, you actually have a pot of gold by your side. 
Welcome to the one percent. Congress recently passed the newest round 
of coronavirus economic relief. So what exactly can you do with Wealthy 
Joe’s new stacks of stimmies? The Backpage is offering a psychological 
relief package by sparing you the mental energy of coming up with the 
definitively best ideas for spending your money.
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