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Although Rice campus emerged mostly unscathed from the Feb. 15 winter 
storm, some students living off campus are among the tens of thousands of 
Houston residents who dealt with the effects of home damage after the week of 
extreme weather.

Annette Jones, a Brown College sophomore, said she was appreciating 
the warmth and food on campus on Feb. 16 when she received a call from the 
administration of her apartment complex. They suspected that her unit had 
suffered damage, but they were unable to access their emergency key due to the 
power outage. Jones said that when she returned to her apartment, she noticed a 
cone sticking out of the wall, gushing water onto the sidewalk.

“The sealing capacity of our doors must be just insane, because I unlock 
the door and my shoes get soaked with water immediately,” Jones said. 
“There’s, I would say, about an inch and a half of water, coating every surface 
of my apartment.”

According to Jones, there were about three inches of water on the floor in her 
bedroom, where a pipe had burst, damaging her belongings and furniture. She 
said she suspects that the frigid temperature put the pipe in her bedroom under 
too much stress, as the panel that allows access to it has limited insulation.

“One of my friends [who helped me move my furniture to my new apartment] 
— he’s I think an engineer — goes … ‘Huh, I wonder why they have an access 
panel — a panel that you could open from the outside and reach the pipes — 

facing the outdoors. That seems like faulty construction.’ And then he looks up 
at the broken pipe. And then he goes, ‘Oh, that is faulty construction,’ which I 
thought was hilarious, because of course Rice students can identify the problem 
and then only after, see the fact that it was actually the case,” Jones said.

Jones said she slept at her residential college for three nights and then moved 
into a new unit in the same apartment complex on Friday. She said that she 
appreciated that online classes in the week after the storm provided scheduled 
times to focus on something other than her housing situation. However, Jones 
said she had to miss some class sessions that were recorded in order to set up the 
apartment and talk to her insurance company.

“I think the week that the catastrophe happened was dealing with the 
physical reality of it, where … I have to get my stuff off of the ground and out 
of the apartment and into this new location and my physical body needs to be 
somewhere that’s warm because at this point [I] haven’t been warm for 20 hours,” 
Jones said. “And then the week after, with Zoom classes, it was like, call your 
insurance [company], talk to them, call the leasing office and talk to them about 
transferring deposits and whether that’s allowed.”

For students who suffered home damage and retained their residence, the 
repair process may be continuing even now. Jones College juniors Katelyn Landry 
and Emily Weaver said burst pipes caused at least six major leaks throughout the 
kitchen, hallway and bathroom of their duplex from Feb. 16 to Feb. 19, when the 
landlord turned off the underground valve. (Editor’s Note: Katelyn Landry is the 
Thresher’s arts and entertainment editor.)
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St. Luke’s Health announced on Monday 
that it has partnered with Rice University 
to open a new vaccination site at the Rice 
Stadium. Rice has also been officially 
approved to order, store and distribute 
vaccines on campus, according to an email 
to the Rice community from Kevin Kirby, 
chair of the crisis management advisory 
committee.

Rice’s approval to distribute vaccines
Kirby wrote that although Rice has been 

approved to order, store and distribute 
vaccines, they are currently only allowed to 
provide vaccines for community members 
who qualify as 1A or 1B. Kirby clarified 
that, although vaccines are now eligible 
to certain educators, Rice’s students and 
faculty currently do not qualify.

“Last week, the Biden administration 
expanded vaccination availability to 
educators,” Kirby wrote. “At this time, the 
state of Texas is only including primary and 
secondary education in this initiative, and 
has not expanded the directive to include 
higher education faculty or students who 
aren’t otherwise eligible for the 1A and 1B 
categories.”

To prepare for ordering vaccines for the 
Rice community, Kirby requested for the 
community to fill out a form updating the 
crisis management team on current vaccine 
status. Community members are asked to 
update the form’s response as their vaccine 
status changes.

Vaccination clinic at Rice
In Monday’s email, Kirby also 

announced that Rice is partnering with St. 
Luke’s Health to open a new vaccination site 
at the Rice Stadium on March 15. The Rice 
Stadium clinic will be open through the 
end of July, and will focus on administering 
vaccines to the most vulnerable 
populations, such as healthcare workers, 
seniors, schoolteachers, child/adult care 
workers and underserved communities. 

“We’re pleased to provide Rice Stadium 
as a vaccination clinic site for Baylor St. 
Luke’s Medical Center,” said Kevin Kirby, 
Rice’s vice president for administration. 
“We consider Baylor St. Luke’s and all of 
the other institutions in the Texas Medical 
Center our partners and neighbors, and this 
is one way we can contribute to each other’s 
missions. We’re especially pleased that this 
clinic will focus on vaccinating underserved 
populations in our city as part of our 
commitment to the Houston community.”

BONNIE ZHAO
SENIOR WRITER  

Rice University administration 
announced on Friday evening that it will 
host in-person commencement ceremonies 
for both the class of 2021 and 2020 graduates 
on May 14 and 15, while families and guests 
will attend only virtually.

The 108th Commencement Ceremony 
for Class of 2021 Undergraduates will be 
held the evening of May 14, the 108th 
Commencement Ceremony for Class of 2021 
Advanced Degrees and Doctoral Students 
will be held the morning of May 15, the 107th 
Commencement Ceremony for Class of 2020 
Undergraduate, Advanced Degrees and 
Doctoral Students will be held the evening 
of May 15 and the Combined 107th and 
108th Commencement Ceremony for Class 
of 2020 and 2021 MBA Degree Recipients 
from the Jones Graduate School of Business 
will be held the morning of Friday, May 14, 
according to commencement.rice.edu.

President David Leebron said that 
Nicholas Kristof, the commencement 
speaker selected for the 2020 ceremony, is 
planning to come on campus and speak in 
person on Saturday, May 15, and the speech 
will be livestreamed. Kristof is a two-time 
Pulitzer Prize winner, a New York Times 

columnist, CNN contributor and author who 
has brought attention to global human rights 
issues through his writing for over 30 years.

“We won’t have the all-university 
ceremony that we usually do where the 
degrees are formally conferred,” Leebron 
wrote in an email. “The students will be 
seated approximately 6 feet apart from each 
other.  Each event still needs to be worked 
out in detail, and more information will be 
available in the weeks ahead … We want 
every student to have the best experience 
possible, and they are welcome to return 
to the commencement ceremony when it is 
possible for them,” Leebron said.

In response to the newly-announced 
commencement plans, Rice parent Sriram 
Sundaramoorthy posted a petition on 
change.org to allow parents to attend, which 
has since circulated in the Rice parents 
Facebook group.

The petition, signed by more than 150 
people at the time of publication, said 
that parental presence at commencement 
ceremonies is important to both students 
and parents. According to the petition, health 
protocols for attendees and a limit for guests 
per student, as well as the natural increase 
of the number of vaccinated parents, would 
make parents safely attending in-person 
ceremonies possible.
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Rice approved to order and distribute vaccines, 
St. Luke’s vaccine clinic to open at Rice Stadium

Rice will have in-person May 
commencement ceremonies

Katelyn Landry and Emily Weaver, Jones College juniors, had a pipe burst 
during the winter storm that caused major leaks in their off-campus duplex. The 
Thresher spoke with three students who are still weathering the effects of the 
unexpected February storm.
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This week, St. Luke’s is conducting a 
“soft launch” of the facility by administering 
vaccines to Rice faculty, staff and students 
who had previously notified Crisis 
Management that they qualify for the phase 
1A and 1B categories. 

“The soft launch will inoculate just a 
couple hundred people a day to ensure that 
the logistical processes of this new site are in 
good working order,” Kirby said. “Baylor St. 
Luke’s then plans to ramp up its vaccination 
program on Monday, March 15, and fully 
open the site to eligible community members 
throughout the Houston area.”

Starting on March 15, vaccinations will be 
administered by appointment only, Monday-
Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. through the 
end of July. St. Luke’s Health is prioritizing 
individuals who meet the state’s criteria for 
distribution at all its vaccine sites, including 
adults ages 65 and older, individuals with 
chronic conditions that increase the risk 
of severe COVID-19 illness and people 
who work in school and child/adult care 
operations. Eligible members of the Rice 
community will not have special access to 
this vaccine clinic after the soft launch, and 

should register directly through St. Luke’s in 
order to receive an appointment. 

“We are honored and proud to partner 
with such a historic institution to continue to 
vaccinate our most vulnerable populations,” 
said Doug Lawson, chief executive officer of 
St. Luke’s Health and 
senior vice president 
of operations in 
the Texas Division 
of CommonSpirit 
Health. “The iconic 
Rice Stadium is 
large and functional 
and conducive to 
an efficient clinic 
operation. We are 
looking forward to 
collaborating with 
the leadership at 
Rice University to 
continue to vaccinate 
our communities as 
quickly and safely as 
possible.”

The Rice Stadium vaccine clinic is not 
a drive-thru clinic, and visitors must wear 
a face covering and maintain a physical 
distance while on campus and within the 
vaccination clinic. Individuals who qualify 
for the current distribution phases and are 

interested in receiving the vaccine must fill 
out an online form at stlukeshealth.org/
CovidVaccine to be placed on the waitlist for 
future vaccine appointments. Individuals 
without Internet access can register for the 
waiting list by calling 281-407-8137.

Past vaccination 
opportunities

After approximately 
800 Rice community 
members received 
the first dose of the 
Moderna vaccine 
on Feb. 15 during 
the recent winter 
storm, Kirby said that 
students have now 
been contacted about 
receiving the second 
dose.

“The faculty, staff 
and students who 
received the Moderna 
vaccines provided in 

the East Gym during the winter storm on 
Monday, Feb. 15, received an email last week 
from Rice with details about their upcoming 
second shots,” Kirby wrote. “Delivering the 
vaccine to the campus will take a few days, 
but we anticipate distribution of the second 

dose to take place in the Grand Hall on 
Monday, March 22.”

In the email, Kirby also announced that 
Rice has been working over the past six 
weeks to provide vaccination opportunities 
to Rice students, faculty and staff who 
qualify as 1A or 1B, by collaborating with 
Texas Medical Center partners such as 
Methodist Hospital and Baylor College of 
Medicine. 

“We put out a survey … that asked 
everybody to self-identify if they were in 
categories 1A or 1B as defined by the state, 
and then we gave those lists to our partners 
and asked them to help facilitate access 
through their normal processes,” Kirby said 
in an interview with the Thresher. 

Although Rice cannot distribute vaccines 
to the Rice community until the state widens 
eligibility for the vaccine, Kirby said he 
thinks progress is being made.

“There are more vaccines, they’re 
becoming more available, and we’re starting 
to experience that. And I expect that to 
continue over the next month or so. So that’s 
good news for everybody, including Rice,” 
Kirby said. “Our infection rate — and the 
infection rate in Houston — has been going 
down … And so both of those are harbingers 
of what’s to come. Both of those are heading 
in a good direction.”

FROM PAGE 1
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“Like we have trusted Rice all these years, 
I hope Rice would trust us to create rules 
and regulations for this event, and to follow 
protocols to ensure everyone’s safety and 
to make this a successful and memorable 
event,” Sundaramoorthy wrote.

According to Leebron, the administration 
understands the parents’ disappointment, 
but the announced commencement plans 
are the current best solution under the 
circumstances.

“[Some] have suggested we use the 
football stadium, but the stadium will be 
used during that time as a vaccine [clinic] for 
our city,” Leebron wrote in an email. “Many 
students preferred the traditional location 
and the opportunity to exit through the 

Sallyport. With proper social distancing, we 
could safely accommodate only the students 
in the Academic Quad, but not parents and 
families. We can test our students and make 
sure other protocols are followed, which 
should help make sure the event does not lead 
to the spread of the disease … If the situation 
regarding the risk posed by COVID-19 
transmission significantly changes in the next 
month or so, we may adjust our policies.”

Sundaramoorthy said that the petition 
will continue to be open for more signatures, 
and he will periodically reach out to Rice 
administration in the months to come.

“Parents are extremely appreciative of all 
that Rice has done so far and are very hopeful 
that they will be allowed to attend in person,” 
Sundaramoorthy said.

Robert Chen, an off-campus Jones College 
senior, said that the news about in-person 
graduation was a pleasant surprise for many 
seniors.

“None of my friends expected it,” Chen 
said. “It really brings us hope after a hard 
year. This will be the first time I’ll be on 
campus other than for COVID testing since 
March 2020. I’m excited to meet and celebrate 
with my fellow classmates before we go on 
our individual paths.”

Chen said that he believes the 
administration’s decision to have a virtual 
ceremony for families is a good call as the 
most important thing for everyone right now 
is safety. 

According to Zach Hutchins (Brown 
College ’20), a Houston resident, he plans 
to attend the commencement ceremony for 
his class.

“I think it’s great that Rice will be hosting 
a[n in-person] commencement ceremony, and 
I plan to attend,” Hutchins said. “However, 
I am only going to attend since I still live in 
Houston — I probably wouldn’t fly in from far 
away to attend.”

Brandon Chow (Will Rice College ‘20) 
said that he is currently taking a gap year 
before medical school in his hometown, 
Frisco, Texas, and plans on attending his 
commencement ceremony.

“I’m very excited to have an actual in-
person graduation,” Chow said. “I felt my 
Rice experience was incomplete without 
walking out of the Sallyport for graduation 
last spring. While I appreciate the efforts 
made by Rice to hold a virtual ceremony 
[last year], I found it unsettling to not 
have the traditional in-person graduation 
that every student looks forward to as an 
undergraduate.”

According to Chow, he thinks it’s 
understandable that Rice is not allowing 
family or friends to attend the commencement 
ceremonies in-person due to the pandemic. 

“But I can’t wait to put my cap and gown 
to use and celebrate alongside my fellow 
classmates,” Chow said.

Rice Stadium will serve as a vaccine clinic operated by Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center, and will fully open on March 15.
ANDREA GOMEZ / THRESHER
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We are honored and proud 
to partner with such a 
historic institution to 
continue to vaccinate 
our most vulnerable 
populations.

Doug Lawson
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF ST. 
LUKE’S HEALTH
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Rice University will continue 
to require face masks on campus 
after Gov. Greg Abbott’s decision to 
lift state-imposed mask mandates 
and allow businesses to operate 
at full capacity starting on March 
10, according to an email sent by 
Kevin Kirby, vice president for 
administration.

Kirby said that regardless of 
what government entities do, 
Rice University has the ability as 
a private institution to follow the 
best scientific advice and ask on-
campus people to wear a mask at 
all times.

“Our enforcement mechanisms 
are really broad and don’t just 
apply to students,” Kirby said. 
“Sanctions have been applied 
to contractors, to visitors, to 
employees. The vast majority of 
people are following them. Of 
course, there are exceptions, but 
that is going to happen to a very 
diverse community. The majority 
of people are doing the right thing, 
so I don’t see the need to change 
things substantially from what we 
are doing now.”

Most Texas universities have 
announced that they will also 
continue to enforce mask mandates 
this semester, such as Southern 
Methodist University, Baylor University, 
the University of Texas, Austin and the 
University of Texas, El Paso, according to 
the Texas Tribune.

According to Yousif Shamoo, vice 
provost for research and professor of 
biociences, it is too early to lift the mask 
mandate and social distancing rules.

“We already see more contagious 
variants,” Shamoo wrote in an email. 
“These variants arise from natural 
selection as would a vaccine resistant 
strain. The more people that get 
infected, the more virus is made. Texas 
does not have herd immunity yet, so 
more contagious variants spread. And 
every time a new virus is made in a 
body, it is another 
opportunity to 
hit on the right 
combination of 
mutations to 
infect a vaccinated 
person. If that 
happens then all 
those vaccinated 
people can be new 
hosts and the virus 
spreads again. Too 
soon by far.”

Shamoo said 
that wearing 
masks and 
social-distancing 
definitely help 
prevent the spread 
of COVID-19.

“Basically flu 
is nonexistent this 
year because of 
the COVID mask 
mandates, [and 
because of] social-distancing and less 
international travel.” Shamoo said. “Flu 
is not as contagious as SARS-CoV-2, so 
while flu has been wiped out this season, 
SARS-CoV-2 has some success, but less 
than it would have.”

Kirby said that what happens on 
campus in the near future will be a 
reflection of what happens in Houston.

“Maybe one or two percent of the 
infection cases have been from an on-
campus transmission,” Kirby said. 
“Almost every single time it’s from 
off campus. So to the extent that this 
[mandate lift] makes things worse in 
the Houston area, we’ll see that reflect 
on our campus. We won’t see it to the 

same degree as Houston will, as we 
generally have better numbers than 
Houston because our community’s been 
behaving in ways that we’ve been asking 
everybody to do.”

Christopher Johns-Krull, the speaker 
of the Faculty Senate, said that there 
have been discussions among the 
administration about easing some 
restrictions to allow students to socialize 
better before Abbott announced the 
lifting of the state mask mandate.

“I would suspect very little at Rice is 
going to change as a result of the state’s 
decision,” Johns-Krull said. “We’re going 
to follow our own public health advice 
and [the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s] advice, [as well as] folks in 
the medical center.”

According to Johns-
Krull, the position of 
the administration 
is that students and 
faculty should wear a 
mask in both on- and 
off-campus public 
gatherings, though it 
is not stated in official 
communication.

“We may need to go 
to a higher frequency 
of testing if we see any 
indication of an uptick 
in the cases in the 
broader community,” 
Johns-Krull said. “If 
we see the [positive 
cases] on campus 
ticking up, we may 
suspend in-person 
classes … We have a 
number of knobs that 
we can turn to try and 
respond to whatever 

appears to be emerging. One of the things 
is to move things fully online, to restrict 
the people coming on campus. We will be 
vigilant in terms of how things progress.”

“The thing that frustrates me is that 
Rice has shown that you can carry on 
with business and also protect people’s 
health through wearing masks and 
through social distancing,” Johns-Krull 
said. “It doesn’t have to be one or the 
other; you can do both. And I think 
our state government is short-sighted 
in thinking that it has to be one or the 
other.”

Margo Gee, an on-campus freshman 
from Brown College, said that she is 
frustrated with the lift on the mandate in 

Texas, especially because so few people 
have been vaccinated.

“As a first-year [Rice University] 
student, it doesn’t exactly instill a sense 
of security in the governing powers of 
Texas,” Gee said. “Most of my concerns 
would lie with those locals who walk 
around on campus. More than enough of 
them have walked on campus without a 

mask, and mask vigilance at Hermann 
Park is jarring enough that I’ve only 
been once this school year.”

According to Kirby, the unmasked 
locals on campus are not a serious 
concern for him.

“[Rice University Police 
Department] stopped ten thousand 
people at the end of last year, and 
they’re doing the same now,” Kirby 
said. “These are mostly our neighbors. 
We’ve communicated with them; 
we’ve stopped them certainly. And we 
think [the mandate lift] is not going to 
change their behavior.”

Grant Parajuli, a Baker College 
sophomore, said that even though 
he thinks Abbott made an extremely 
poor decision lifting the statewide 
mask mandate, he is not particularly 
concerned about living off campus.

“My apartment has been very good 
at keeping COVID-safe,” Parajuli said. 
“And frankly I think the people who 
were masking up beforehand will 
continue to do so, and any private 
organization who cares about half 
their consumer base will continue to 
require masks.”

Kirby said that he believes the 
relative end of the pandemic is in 
sight, and by this summer, things will 
be dramatically better.

“We’re anticipating and planning 
for a mostly normal fall semester 
with in-person classes where people 
can gather, and maybe to the point 

that people can stop wearing masks,” 
Kirby said. “It’s still too early to make 
decisions, but things are heading in the 
right direction. We’re very hopeful for a 
much more normal fall. It won’t be the 
same as it was a couple of years ago, 
but it will be much more like a normal 
semester.”
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Rice’s mask policy will remain unchanged following Gov. 
Abbott’s decision to lift state-imposed mask mandates

ILLUSTRATED BY NDIDI NWOSU 

I would suspect very little 
at Rice is going to change 
as a result of the state’s 
decision. We’re going to 
follow our own public 
health advice and [the 
Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s] advice, 
[as well as] folks in the 
medical center.

Christopher Johns-Krull
SPEAKER OF THE FACULTY SENATE
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“All classes moving online.” These four 
words headlined an historic email sent 
on March 12, 2020, the day when the Rice 
administration announced that campus 
would be evacuated for the remainder of 
the spring 2020 semester and the classroom 
experience would fundamentally change 
for an ever growing amount of time. On 
the one year anniversary of Rice and other 
universities’ move to online learning, it is 
worth reflecting upon this once-foreign 
experience and critically considering 
the future direction of education upon 
the pandemic’s 
conclusion. 

There is much 
speculation on 
whether online 
learning would 
replace face-to-
face classroom 
experiences in 
the post-COVID 
era, but I find any 
w h o l e h e a r t e d 
acceptance of this 
novel learning 
format to be shortsighted at best. 

Two weeks into the start of remote 
learning last spring, I authored a feature 
article titled “The Zoom Experiment” in 
which I talked to faculty members across 
different departments to gauge their 
transition to online learning. While some 
shared the creative adaptations they had 
come up with, many lamented the loss of 
the classroom community. History professor 
Lora Wildenthal remarked, “I can’t imagine 
starting class this way,” suggesting that the 
online learning community in the spring 
succeeded due to the foundation of eight 
prior weeks of in-person learning. 

I found this to be consistent with my 
personal experiences as a student that 
semester. In my smaller seminar classes, 
where mutual trust and a culture of 
openness was crucial, my peers and I 
found a similar sense of intimacy in the 
Zoom space after eight weeks of learning 
together in person. We had already reached 
a level of trust where we could have candid 
discussions and debates over complex 
issues, often incorporating personal 
experiences. Yet this degree of vulnerability 
was rare to find in the majority of the classes 
I have taken during the current academic 
year, where the majority of classes have 
been fully online.  

I have pondered over why it is so hard 
to establish the same levels of intimacy, 
humility, and trust across the computer 
screen. I believe these factors are crucial 
to taking full advantage of Rice’s small 
class sizes and unique educational 
experience.  As chemistry professor Laszlo 
Kurti aptly said during an interview for 
my feature article, the natural classroom 
interactions become “sterilized” in 
the online format. Bereft of the subtle, 
nonverbal communication in the physical 
space, the classroom dialogue becomes a 
series of unidirectional exchanges between 
individuals and the screen. Without the 
body language, eye contact and dynamic 

facial expressions, only half the message 
is received, and there is a lack of personal 
connection with the speaker. Kurti told me 
his students last spring seemed “shyer” 
online and less willing to ask and answer 
questions, which again aligns well with the 
experiences I have had as a student. 

Beyond the lack of intimacy, the lack 
of engagement with the class is apparent 
and likely due to the new concept of 
“Zoom Fatigue.” It is not uncommon for 
larger classes to have an overwhelming 
number of black screens, or students to be 

entirely zoned out 
during a class. It is 
incredibly hard to 
not feel exhausted 
from staring at not 
only the mirrored 
version of myself, 
but also dozens of 
other classmates 
and the instructor. 
There is too much 
input for the brain 
to process, and the 
subtle, verbal and 

nonverbal, elements that make human 
conversation meaningful are lost amidst 
the distractions and technical delays of 
the platform. The simple act of looking at 
a screen for hours at a time is draining and 
demoralizing on a daily basis. 

Online learning was a necessity due 
to the safety considerations surrounding 
in-person learning. I am grateful to a 
number of my professors who challenged 
themselves to provide towards the same 
level of classroom intimacy online via 
strategic breakout rooms, thoughtful 
discussion and probing questions and 
keen attention to each student on the Zoom 
call. Yet, the ease of delivering education 
in this format does not outweigh the 
lost intellectual and personal benefits, 
especially in the college setting where 
learning often happens through questions 
and subsequent discussions, rather than 
didactic lectures. 

There are still many novel opportunities 
to apply what we have learned to 
expanding education access globally and 
bringing knowledge to the general public 
more readily. Asynchronous lectures can 
overcome time zone differences, and 
online webinars can help reduce the 
carbon footprint of guest speaker travel. 
Knowledge becomes a few keystrokes away, 
and academic collaborations can happen 
more fruitfully. 

While I am graduating this semester, 
I am hopeful for the Rice community to 
safely return to full in-person learning 
this fall semester, so we can once again 
cherish the benefits of our intellectually 
vital community. 

Rishab 
Ramapriyan
WILL RICE COLLEGE
SENIOR 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

What I’ve learned from year of online learning 

There is too much input 
for the brain to process, 
and the subtle elements 
that make human 
conversation meaningful 
are lost amidst the 
distractions and technical 
delays of the platform.

Last month, over 800 members of the 
Rice community received a surprise first 
dose of the Moderna vaccine, which was 
provided by the Harris County Public Health 
Department after a power outage caused 
vaccines to unexpectedly defrost. Individuals 
who were vaccinated on campus are slated 
to receive their second dose on March 22. It is 
imperative that students and administration 
adequately prepare for hundreds of Rice 
community members to receive their second 
doses in the coming weeks.

The second dose of the Moderna vaccine 
has been linked to fever, fatigue, headache, 
and chills, with some research reporting that 
17 percent of people 
between the ages of 
18 and 64 developed 
fever after their 
second dose. We can 
reasonably expect 
that a significant 
proportion of the 
Rice community 
will be out of 
commission in the 
days immediately 
following March 22, 
which falls on a Monday — likely impacting 
students’ academic performance for at least 
part of the week. 

While this second dose, along with the 
Feb. 15 vaccination, might be one of the first 
times that the vaccine impacts so many Rice 
community members at once, it most likely 
won’t be the last. After Monday’s vaccine 
update email from Kevin Kirby, the chair 
of the Crisis Management Team, it seems 
as though Rice is slowly making progress 
toward being able to vaccinate community 
members once the state deems us eligible for 
vaccines. As the semester passes and more 
students get the vaccine, more of us may be 
impacted by the side effects of inoculation. 

Keeping this in mind, professors should 
factor vaccinations into their class’s sick 
policy. We ask for professors to treat side 
effects of the vaccine like a normal sickness 
in any other year, by allowing increased 
flexibility for due dates and assignments in 
the days following students’ receipt of the 
second dose.

Although many members of the Rice 
community were able to get their first dose, 

many weren’t — a fact students who have 
received their vaccine must remain cognizant 
of. The members of the Rice community 
who were lucky enough to receive the 
vaccine should, in addition to planning and 
preparing for possible symptoms after their 
second dose, remember that they will take 
around two weeks to develop immunity 
to the virus. Even after those two weeks, 
vaccine effectiveness has been found to sit 
at roughly 92.1 percent, and research is still 
ongoing regarding virus transmissibility 
post-vaccine, especially as new variants 
make their way around. 

As The Atlantic’s Rachel Gutman wrote 
in her article on 
navigating the era 
in which Americans 
are only semi-
vaccinated: “When 
deciding what you 
can and can’t do 
[as a vaccinated 
individual], you 
should think less 
about your own 
vaccination status, 
and more about 

whether your neighbors, family, grocery 
clerks, delivery drivers, and friends are 
still vulnerable to the virus.” For the Rice 
community, this also includes our classmates, 
faculty, and staff. According to Gutman’s 
interviews with medical experts, the jury 
is still out on whether those individuals 
pose a serious risk of transmission to non-
vaccinated people, so everyone at Rice 
should continue to be careful.

According to guidelines released by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
fully vaccinated individuals can gather 
indoors unmasked with one another, but 
should still mask in public, avoid larger 
gatherings, delay travel, and continue 
to monitor themselves for symptoms of 
COVID-19. Vaccinated Rice students should 
review these guidelines carefully and 
continue to uphold the Culture of Care 
agreement.

The surprise vaccinations of Feb. 15 gave 
the Rice community and administration 
almost no time to make plans, but we have 
foresight when it comes to the upcoming 
booster shots. Let’s be prepared. 

EDITORIAL

Second doses of the vaccine are 
coming. Rice should be prepared.

The jury is still out on 
whether [vaccinated] 
individuals pose a serious 
risk of transmission to 
non-vaccinated people, so 
everyone at Rice should 
continue to be careful.
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Landry and Weaver said they stayed at 
friends’ residences while their house was 
flooded and they had no water supply. 
Weaver said her magister allowed her to do 
laundry at Jones. Landry 
said that while away, 
she would return to the 
house several times a 
day to sweep the two to 
three inches of water 
that would accumulate 
every five or six hours.

“If I hadn’t been 
doing that, I have a 
feeling it could have 
gotten up to maybe eight 
or 10 inches of water in 
this area of the house,” 
Landry said. “Water was 
still leaking [during that 
time]. I came into the house and it sounded 
like it was raining, which is how bad it was.”

According to Landry, after the storm, 
the landlord cut holes in the ceiling and 
on the walls and installed industrial fans 
to prevent mold from growing. Landry said 
the pipes have been fixed, but the walls 
and ceiling have not. Weaver said that 
the property damages are not preventing 
her from going about her day-to-day life, 
although her ability to work at home will 

be affected when the repair works are being 
done in the future.

“There have been these really loud fans 
in the kitchen in the hallway and holes in our 
ceiling with insulation falling down, which 
is semi-dangerous because there’s fiberglass 
in them,” Landry said. “So we’ve been 

not walking around 
barefoot and trying to 
sweep it up. It’s been 
like that for about two 
weeks now.”

Jones, Landry 
and Weaver said 
their professors have 
been accommodating 
regarding coursework. 
Landry said she felt 
very supported by 
professors and fellow 
students, like those 
who shared resources 
for food and water on 

social media. Rice Mutual Aid helped her 
purchase groceries after hers had spoiled, 
she said.

“The weird thing about universal 
experiences like the pandemic and then 
again, this Texas snowstorm, is that we 
were all going through it together,” Jones 
said. “So I don’t think there was any Texan 
that really left that week, being like, ‘Well, 
continue at ‘em!’ If anything, it was the 
people who are on campus. But most 

professors were dealing with the brunt of it 
as well, probably not as severely, but [they] 
certainly could empathize.”

Weaver said people had vastly different 
experiences of the storm because some had 
power and water and were able to function 
normally while off-
campus students 
may have been more 
affected. Moreover, it 
was difficult to focus 
and do well when two 
weeks’ worth of work 
was crammed into 
one week, according 
to Weaver. 

“I think it was hard 
to try to cram all that 
work into one week 
while still dealing 
with some lingering 
structural damage 
to the house … [and] 
simple things like 
having to coordinate 
with my roommates 
when someone will be home to let the repair 
person in or communicating any new issues 
with the landlord,” Weaver said. “They seem 
really small, but [that’s] on top of losing an 
entire week of work where other people were 
able to maintain a normal schedule.”

Landry said the return to classes has 
been stressful and she is worried about 

the costs of the home damage if they aren’t 
covered by insurance. 

“I think everyone felt like we had been 
taken out of time, just to bounce back into the 
regular pace of things,” Landry said. “We’re 
20, 21-year-olds having to deal with these 

very real-life situations in 
which our parents are not 
gonna take care of them 
for us. The experience 
of having to struggle 
with this is compounded 
by the fact that you’ve 
never necessarily had 
to before, at least in 
my experience. It’s just 
all been very new and 
… jarring to have to go 
through this, especially if 
you’ve never necessarily 
have gone through 
floods or significant 
house damage.”

Jones said she did 
not have to attend to 
pressing concerns from 

the storm beginning Feb. 25, but she still has 
tasks to complete for her new apartment.

“There’s a bunch of annoying [issues] ... 
that they’re being very kind about, but there’s 
just still work that needs to be done,” Jones 
said. “So yeah, I definitely still think about it. 
It was so much stress that I don’t really think 
I’ll stop thinking about it.”

WINTER STORM
FROM PAGE 1

ANDREW CORMACK
FOR THE THRESHER

As we continue to battle the pandem-
ic, Rice has made the decision to eliminate 
spring break to reduce the risk of students 
going out of state and transmitting the virus 
to loved ones or bringing it back to campus. 
Instead, we get sprinkle days — randomly 
selected days off that are intended to offer 
students time to relax in lieu of a traditional 
spring break. Used correctly, these days can 
offer students an opportunity to destress and 
unwind by spending time in nature, visiting 
cultural sites, or trying new activities.

In the coming months we have three up-
coming Sprinkle Days: Tuesday, March 16, 
Friday, March 26 and Thursday, April 8. For 
students with cars looking to explore great-
er Houston and the Lone Star State, here are 
six day trips to maximize your sprinkle days. 
While enjoying these days, even if off cam-
pus, it is critical that we all exercise good 
judgement and abide by the Culture of Care 
agreement. Have fun and stay safe!

The Alamo and River Walk
The Alamo is one of Texas’s most visited 

landmarks, and for good reason. Visitors can 
revel in the mission complex’s rich history and 
enjoy the nearby San Antonio Riverwalk. This 
staple of Texas history recently became one of 
the United States’ 11 UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites. Built in 1718 as a Spanish mission, the 
Alamo gained its fame in the 1836 Battle of the 
Alamo where a small garrison of U.S. soldiers 
defended the complex to their deaths in the 
Texas Revolution. After roaming the Alamo 
grounds and checking out some the exhibits 
and live demonstrations, walk over to the San 
Antonio Riverwalk to experience live music 
and an array of dining options. 

The Alamo is a three-hour drive from cam-
pus and is centrally located in San Antonio’s 
city center. Reservations are required to enter, 
but admission is free. According to the preser-
vation group that operates the Alamo Mission 
Complex, Alamo Trust, the maximum num-
ber of guests has been limited to allow for 
physical distancing, and masks are required.

New Braunfels
The Guadalupe River weaves its way 

through New Braunfels deep in the Texas 

hill country. The 
river provides the 
perfect opportunity 
for what is argu-
ably one of the best 
outdoor activities 
in Texas: river tub-
ing. New Braunfels 
hosts a plethora of 
tour operators that 
offer affordable tube 
rentals and shuttle 
service on the Gua-
dalupe and Comal 
Rivers. You can also 
bring your own tube 
and start your float 
at Hinman Park for 
free! Especially as 
summer draws clos-
er, the river is an ex-
cellent way to relax 
and escape the heat. 
Tubers often bring 
food and drinks to 
enjoy the slow float through the dense green 
forestry that lines the river’s edge. Aside from 
floating the river, check out the downtown 
area for restaurants, retail and cultural cen-
ters. New Braunfels’ deep roots in German 
heritage can easily be tasted at some of the 
town’s dining establishments, including the 
Alpine Haus Restaurant and Krause’s Café. 

Rockin’ R Tubing, one of the bigger opera-
tors in New Braunfels, provided the Thresher 
with their COVID-19 policies: In accordance 
with the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention guidelines, face coverings must al-
ways be worn when riding in the shuttle and 
sanitation measures have been increased. 
New Braunfels is a three-hour drive from 
Rice’s campus and lies between Austin and 
San Antonio.
 
Sam Houston National Forest

Experience over 160,000 acres of beau-
tiful mature woodlands at the Sam Houston 
National Forest. Located north of campus, 
under a two-hour drive away, it is the perfect 
opportunity to escape city life and experience 
nature. Sam Houston National Forest Of-
fers visitors the opportunities to hike, swim, 
camp, bike and spot wildlife. The forest has 
hundreds of miles of hiking trails, several 
lakes that are open to recreational swimming 

and an extensive path system for bikers. Hik-
ing can be found in the Big Creek Scenic Area 
and lake activities can be found in the Double 
Lake Recreation Area. There are also hun-
dreds of campsites throughout the forest. The 
closest town to Sam Houston National Park, 
New Waverly, offers several dining options 
and grocery stores to provision for camping 
or a hike.

If you are interested in camping, check 
out Rice Recreation Center’s Rice Outdoor 
Programs and Education for tips and to rent 
equipment. Visit the U.S. Forest Service’s 
website for reservations, operating hours and 
restrictions.

Bastrop State Park
The small, picturesque town of Bastrop 

lies in the heart of Central Texas. Downtown 
Bastrop sits on the Colorado River and fea-
tures classic old town charm, a great selec-
tion of restaurants and artisan shops. Just 
a mile from town lies Bastrop State Park, a 
2,000-acre recreation area and home to the 
mysterious “Lost Pine Forest.” The park is full 
of opportunities to hike, fish, bike, swim and 
spot wildlife. Bastrop’s pine forest has made 
a strong recovery from a massive wildfire 10 
years ago, giving visitors a chance to see new 
forest growth. Camping is also available at the 
park. 

Bastrop is only two hours from Rice and 
lies 40 miles to the east of Austin. The park 
requires advanced reservations and charges a 
$5 visitor fee that goes to support preservation 
and improvement. 

Galveston Island
Just an hour from campus, Galveston 

Island offers visitors an array of top attrac-
tions, restaurants and museums. Galveston 
may be known for its sandy beaches, but it 
is also home to the Historic Pleasure Pier, 
Moody Gardens complex and Schlitterbahn 
Waterpark. Spending a day at the beach or 
walking the seawall affords you the perfect 
opportunity to witness a dramatic Gulf 
Coast sunset. At the beach, try out paddle-
boarding and take advantage of the many 
tour operators that offer board rentals. In 
town, the Galveston Strand is lined with 
one of the best-preserved stretches of Vic-
torian Architecture in the country. The bar-
rier island also houses the Texas Seaport 
Museum, the Galveston Railroad Museum 
and the Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig 
and Museum. Paid parking can be found 
along the Seawall; however, there are also 
four free lots along the beach north of the 
seawall.

This story has been condensed for print. 
Read more online at ricethresher.org.

Explore Texas: Six perfect day trips to make the most of sprinkle days

FGLI@Rice
Students open up about the 
first-generation low-income 
experience at Rice.
See more at ricethresher.org

Zoom Fatigue
What is it and how can we 
combat it? Find out by heading 
to our wesbite.
See more at ricethresher.org

The weird thing 
about universal 
experiences like the 
pandemic and then 
again, this Texas 
snowstorm, is that 
we were all going 
through it together. 

Annette Jones
BROWN COLLEGE SOPHOMORE

I came into the 
house and it 
sounded like it was 
raining, which is 
how bad it was.
Katelyn Landry
JONES COLLEGE JUNIOR

ILLUSTRATION BY DALIA GULCA
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MOVIES AT MARKET 
SQUARE

Located in the heart of downtown 
Houston, Market Square Park will 
kick off its annual series of free 
film screenings under the stars 
this Friday, March 12 at 7:30 p.m. 
with a presentation of a 1980s 
classic, “St. Elmo’s Fire.” Blankets 
and lawn chairs are encouraged. 
Physical distancing is required 
and masks must be worn at 
all times except when eating. 

NEW VOICES
This weekend, Rice Theatre will 
present “New Voices: An Evening 
of Contemporary Scenes and 
Monologues from Contemporary 
Theatre,” a two-night livestream 
event directed by visiting lecturer 
Heidi Hinkel. The performances 
will be streamed on the Rice 
Department of Visual and Dramatic 
Arts YouTube channel on March 12 

and 13 at 8 p.m. 

SOLARIS
The Moody Center for the Arts and 
Rice Cinema will screen the 1972 
film “Solaris” this Friday, March 12 
at 7 p.m. via Zoom. The screening 
will be introduced by visual artist 
Byron Kim, whose work is currently 
featured in the Moody Center’s 
exhibition “Artists and the Rothko 
Chapel: 50 Years of Inspiration” 
and was inspired by the “Solaris” 
film. Tune in to the livestream on 

Vimeo here.

ITCHY 
SOUR CANDY

The Rice Department of Visual 
and Dramatic Arts will kick off 
its “Itchy Sour Candy” art series 
this weekend with the opening of 
“Anthromiasis” at the Emergency 
Room Gallery in Sewall Hall at 8 
p.m. on March 12. All four artists 
featured in the series will host 
an artist talk via Zoom at noon on 
March 13. Visit vada.rice.edu to 

register.

WEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENSWEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENS

MAINAVI REDDY
THRESHER STAFF

The Rice Chinese Student 
Association’s annual Lunar New Year 
Gala will be celebrated virtually this 
Saturday, Mar. 13. The Gala will feature 
performances by several cultural clubs 
on campus including a dragon dance, 
K-pop performances, traditional fan 
dance and fashion show. 

Although the first day of the Lunar 
New Year was on Feb. 12, the Rice show 
was postponed to account for the delayed 
move-in for students this semester. The 

event will be shown completely online as 
a recorded one-hour video which will be 
played at residential colleges. 

The Rice Taiwanese Association’s 
Night Market will be taking place in 
the Rice Memorial Center that same 
day with a meal and boba included. 
Some colleges’ diversity committees are 
subsidizing the costs of tickets for their 
students to attend. 

CSA drew inspiration from the 
virtual formats of the Black Student 
Association’s Soul Night and South Asian 
Society’s Dhamaka, and collaborated 
with both the BSA and SAS in the 

planning of the show. 
CSA Board member Joy Wang 

emphasized the importance of persisting 
with the event despite the difficulties a 
virtual format poses, especially in the 
midst of a rise in racism and violence 
against Asian Americans during the 
pandemic. She sees the event as an 
opportunity to showcase the spectrum of 
Asian experiences at Rice.

“We wanted to showcase the 
resilience of the Asian students at Rice 
in the face of the pandemic and the anti-
Asian aggression that has worsened with 
COVID-19,” Wang said

The event features collaborations 
with various East and Southeast Asian 
cultural organizations including 
the Chinese Student Association, 
Vietnamese Student Association, Korean 
Student Association and Taiwanese 
Student Association, as well as dance 
group BASYK and fashion club 6100 
Main. 

“We asked different Asian 
organizations to introduce their acts 
as well as include how they celebrate 
LNY,” Wang said. “In collaborating with 
other Asian organizations, we aimed 
to showcase the diversity within Asian 
culture in order to dispel the ‘Asian 
monolith’ stereotype.” 

This article has been condensed 
for print. Read the full story online at 
ricethresher.org.

Student clubs to celebrate Asian diversity and resilience at Lunar New Year Gala

ILLUSTRATION BY BLAISE WILLISILLUSTRATION BY BLAISE WILLIS

MELISSA CARMONA
THRESHER STAFF

Milkessa Gaga (Martel College ’22) 
challenges norms within the realm of 
Japanese art by creating manga as a Black 
artist. Drawing inspiration from comics 
such as “Naruto,” “JoJo’s Bizarre Adventure” 
and “My Hero Academia,” he constantly 
integrates new techniques to refine his 
artistic style. Unfortunately, because of the 
lack of Black creators in this field, manga 
and anime often depict Black characters 
with racist stereotypes. As a result, Gaga 
is passionate about uplifting other Black 
artists and hopes to someday create his own 
comics to reimagine manga in the image of 
Blackness.

Rice Thresher: When did you first begin 
making art? 

Milkessa Gaga: I’d say it started when 
I was in fourth grade. I remember I was in 
the library, and I came across the graphic 
novel section, like the comic book section. 
And I saw there was a book called “Naruto.” 
I didn’t really know what it was too much, I 
might have seen it on TV a couple of times, 
but I didn’t know much about that type of 
stuff. But then I started to read it, and then 
one day, I just had the idea of trying to draw 
Naruto. And then I just would repeatedly do 
that, over and over and over again, and that 

evolved on to drawing other characters. So 
that’s probably kind of my origin story.

RT: Could you describe your current style 
or form of art? 

MG: I’d say my current style is a mix of my 
favorite artists, or artists that have inspired 
me. I remember when I was starting out, 
because I read “Naruto,” I tried to imitate that 
artist’s style, Masashi Kishimoto. And then as 
I started to read different series, I might try 
and take things here and there. So currently, 
I’d say my art is influenced by Hirohiko Araki, 
the creator of “JoJo’s Bizarre Adventure.” 

This article has been condensed for print. 

Black Art at Rice:Black Art at Rice: A Conversation With Milkessa Gaga

ART BY MILKESSA GAGAART BY MILKESSA GAGA

I don’t really expect manga 
and anime to depict Black 
people accurately unless 
Black creators are doing it 
for themselves. So that’s 
definitely another one of 
my motivations for wanting 
to pursue art in this way.  

NICOLE LHUILLIER
SENIOR WRITE
NICOLE LHUILLIER
SENIOR WRITER

Pandemic Picks: What 
professors watched in quarantine

It’s been about a year since COVID-19 
turned our lives upside down. And 
national reckonings in different 
spheres have shaped the months fol-
lowing the beginning of quarantine. 
In these strange times, watching 
on-screen content has been a quint-
essential activity for many — not just 
students. The Rice Thresher asked 
professors from different disciplines 
to share the films or series that have 
been keeping them entertained, 
encouraged or engaged.

CHARLES DOVE
DIRECTOR OF RICE FILM PROGRAM

“The first film that comes to mind is 
‘Judas and the Black Messiah,’ a movie 
about the betrayal that led to the 
murder of the Black Panther Party 
leader Fred Hampton in 1969. Watching 
this film after the numerous events 
of racial violence of the last few years 
was just a reminder of the historic 
dimension of systemic racism in this 
country. More importantly, it was 
a reminder of the complicity of the 
State in some crimes against African 
Americans.” After finishing the film I 
thought: ‘Yeah, State Terror can breed 
more than one Judas …’

“One I have watched is ‘24 Hour Party 
People’ (2002) directed by Michael 

Winterbottom and starring Steve Coogan. 
It is about the creation of the Manchester 

music scene, Factory Records and the 
club called ‘The Hacienda,’ in the 1980s.  

It’s a lot of fun, has a lot of humor and 
reminds of a time of gatherings.”

“These have been a difficult 12 months 
for film lovers. I run Rice Cinema and 
I miss hosting films and going to see 
them in theaters so much. I deeply 
miss getting together not just for films, 
but for collective experiences of any 
sort, like we all do. Humans are social 
creatures, we [are] not designed to 
spend so much time in solitude. One 
show that I particularly looked forward 
to tuning into each week was the ‘Small 
Axe’ series.”

TISH STRINGER
PRODUCTION MANAGER, FILM EXHIBITION

LUIS DUNO-GOTTBERG
PROFESSOR OF CARIBBEAN AND FILM STUDIES

Clutch City Cluckers brings Nashville 
hot chicken to Houston

Pop culture that defined a year of COVID
Read more at ricethresher.org

  Ranked: Top 10 films based on true crime
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BEN-BAKER KATZ
SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s basketball wrapped up their 
regular season schedule last weekend 
with a series against the University 
of North Texas. The Owls started the 
weekend on the right note, winning the 
Thursday night game 64-58 to clinch the 
Conference USA West Division title. The 
Owls fell to the Mean Green on Saturday 
afternoon, bringing their record on the 
season to 16-3. Despite this loss, they 
still enter the tournament as the No. 1 
overall seed. 

This is the third consecutive year in 
which the Owls have won the C-USA 
regular-season title, a first in program 
history. Head coach Tina Langley said 
that despite the tumultuous season, she 
is incredibly proud of her players and the 
program overall.

“It’s been a season of strange pauses, 
with injury and sickness,” Langley said. 
“What I love most about our team is that 
we’ve been very resilient. I’m just grateful 
for all of the young women who have 
come to Rice and made this commitment 
to both the basketball program and to 
their academics. I have so much respect 
for the women that are currently here, 
and that have been here [in the past].”

Senior center Nancy Mulkey said that 
the team was joyous about winning the 
regular-season title, but it was slightly 
tampered by their 75-66 loss on Saturday.

“Winning the regular-season title was 
great, but because we had this last game 
in front of us we couldn’t celebrate until 

we’d played our last game,” Mulkey said. 
“Obviously [that title] is special, but it’s 
not the way we wanted to end it.”

The Owls were in a hole early on 
Saturday, down 17 points at one point 
during the second quarter. They were 
able to claw their way back, bringing 
the game to within four, but ultimately 
the Mean Green held on and were able 
to snap the Owls 20-game home winning 
streak inside Tudor Fieldhouse.

“First I want to credit North Texas, 
I think Jalie Mitchell is a tremendous 
coach,” Langley said. “We came out and 
did some things that were uncharacteristic 
to us. Some of that they caused, but some 
of that we didn’t, and those are the things 
you want to clean up heading into the 
conference tournament.”

According to Langley, some problems 
that plagued the Owls on Saturday were 
carelessness and selfishness with the 
basketball. 

“We have to take better care of the 
basketball, we were a little careless,” 
she said. “We [also] didn’t share the 
basketball like we usually do, which is 
incredibly uncharacteristic [of us].”

Langley was also quick to shoulder 
responsibility for the loss, adding that 
some additional substitutions might have 
helped the Owls down the stretch.

“I need to do a better job of making 
sure we stay fresh,” Langley said. “I 
personally should have made some better 
calls, so really the responsibility falls on 
me. [In the] second half I thought our 
defense hurt us; I thought we looked 
tired, and that’s where I should have 

subbed a little bit more.”
One member of the Mean Green, in 

particular, gave the Owls fits on Saturday: 
sophomore guard Quincy Noble. After 
holding Noble to just five points, on 
one of 11 shooting, in their matchup on 
Thursday, the Owls allowed Noble to drop 
27 points in the final game of the season. 

“I thought we made some adjustments 
that would help us in the second half, 
but we struggled in making those 
adjustments,” Langley said of the team’s 
defensive strategy against Noble. “Quincy 
played a good game; she’s a three-level 
scorer who can shoot the three and get to 
the rim. She did a nice job of taking what 
was given to her.”

Looking forward, the Owls will defend 
their C-USA tournament title this week, 
a title they’ve held for two years now 
because last year’s tournament was 
canceled due to the pandemic.

This year, the Owls have a bye 
through the first two rounds of the 
tournament thanks to their regular-
season performance. Their first game will 
be tomorrow (Thursday) when they face 
the winner of the game between Florida 
Atlantic University and the University of 
Southern Mississippi.

“We’re ready to showcase what we’ve 
been working on all season,” Mulkey 
said. “We’re focused on the next game 
we’ll have on Thursday.”

No. 1 seed Women’s basketball poised for C-USA tournament 

Junior guards Jasmine Smith (center) and Haylee Swayze (right) during a game earlier this 
season. Smith,  Swayze and the Owls enter the C-USA tournament this week as the No. 1 seed.

PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS
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CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Lindsay Josephs
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire, written this week by Timmy Mansfield, edited by Simona Mansion and designed by Shackmona Matovic. To live in our inbox rent free, please email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

Replicate the dorm room feel

Moving off campus brings a lot of 
uncertainty, and you might find 
yourself missing the comforts of 
your old dorm room. While some 
students might adjust quickly to 

getting a full night’s sleep, others 
may find themselves missing 
being woken up by someone 

pushing their chairs full force into 
the ground on the floor above 

them at 2 a.m. For this, we suggest 
you try to move in as close as you 
can get to a construction zone. To 
feel like you’re back in your cozy 
dorm, we also recommend that 
you room uncomfortably close 

with one of your roommates, leave 
takeout boxes on the floor until 
they start smelling and NEVER 

clean the bathroom.

Live with like-minded 
individuals

You’re going to be living 
in close contact with 
these people for an 

entire year, so choose 
your roommates wisely. 
If you’re anything like 
us at the Backpage, 
we suggest you try 
the “Apes together 

strong” approach and 
room with people of 
similar IQ. While it 
may get territorial, 

this is nothing a good 
wrestling match can’t 
solve. If this doesn’t 
sound like you, we 

recommend you 
gather a few people 
from the nearest art 

museum or think tank 
to be your roommates 

so you can settle 
your disputes with 

intellectual discourse or 
something.

Make some 
modifications to 
your skateboard

Skateboarding 
is pretty popular 
around campus, 

and we at the 
Backpage 

saw this as an 
opportunity for 

you guys to take 
it to another 

level. We’ve all 
seen the people 
cruising around 

on the motorized 
skateboard and 
wished we were 

that cool, so 
why not try it 

out for yourself? 
Because 

commercial 
solutions can 
be expensive, 

we recommend 
you put your 
skills to work 

and design your 
own, or maybe 
ask next year’s 
ENGI class to 

throw together 
a sketchy model 
for you. For your 
long-term health 

and for style, 
we recommend 

purchasing 
knee pads and 

a helmet so 
you can cruise 
through traffic 
without having 

to call EMS. 

Sample safety 
chicken from the 

serveries

We know what you’re 
thinking: If I live off 

campus, how on 
Earth am I supposed 
to get my hands on 
my beloved safety 
chicken? For this, 

we recommend that 
you keep yourself 

from finishing 
your chicken and 
taking what’s left 
to the laboratory. 

With some 
unconventional 

wisdom and a fair 
bit of luck, you 

should be able to 
figure how to make 
your own tasty grill 
marks and discover 
the composition of 
whatever solution 
the chickens bathe 
in. However, it may 

be impossible to 
recreate in your 

home kitchen (or 
any kitchen at all), 
so set aside some 

experiment time on 
campus each week 
to sneak in early to 
whatever lab you’re 

taking. 

The Backpage Guide to OC Housing

Getting kicked
off campus next semester?

Unprepared to hunt, gather and scavenge
food by yourself? Unsure about living in the real world? If you 
answered yes to any of these questions, we suggest you feast 

your eyes on this knowledge we’re about to drop: 
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