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Rice swimming finished No. 2 at the 
Conference USA Women’s Swimming 
Championships, placing behind Florida 
International University. The team amassed 
905.5 points, which ranked as the program’s 
highest point total in the past seven 
years. Several members of the team won 
individual accolades for their performance 
at the C-USA Championships, with senior 
Ellery Parish, sophomore Madison Howe, 
senior Lindsay Mathys and freshman 
Imogen Meers all being named as members 
of the First Team All-Conference.

Placing only 51 points behind FIU (who 
had 956.5 points), the Owls were very 
close to securing first place. Head coach 
Seth Huston said that while he and his 
team are disappointed by the close loss to 
their longtime rivals, he is still proud of 
his squad and the strong character they 
displayed throughout the meet. 

 “I think in the end, FIU wanted to 
defend the title more than we wanted to 
take it away from them,” Huston said. “We 
needed more of a killer instinct in order 
to close out the meet. However, the team 
was really selfless. They came together, 
supporting and encouraging each other, 
and racing for their teammates [despite the 
second-place finish].”

Howe, who placed first in the 100-yard 
butterfly and recorded a personal best at 
the 100-yard freestyle, said that she was 
proud of her team’s overall performance at 
the swim meet.  

“I think the rest of my teammates raced 
exceptionally well overall, even if a few 
people did not do quite as well as they 
wanted,” Howe said. “It was a really hard 
week, but everyone showed up, swam really 
fast and had great attitudes throughout the 
competition.”

The Owls’ swimming season has been 
drastically interrupted by extenuating 
circumstances. Both the global pandemic 
and the winter freeze served as obstacles 
for the preparation leading up to the 
championships. According to Huston, the 
team was able to overcome these challenges 
and still tried to perform their best. 

“Like [for] everyone else, this has been a 
tough year for the team. Back in September 
and October, there were a lot of unknowns 
about whether we would have a season or 
not,” Huston said. “[However], the team 
overall performed their best in the moment 
despite their circumstances. That really 
resonates with me because the team is 
doing the best with what they got.” 

Meers, who won the league individual 
title in the 100-yard backstroke, said that 
the team has had to adapt in order to make 
it through a unique season that was riddled 
with such large hurdles. 

“We’ve had to be so adaptable this year; 
lots of things have been thrown at us that 
were just out of our control, so at times it 
made it frustrating,” Meers said. “But it 
was at the worst times that the team pulled 
together. The constant communication with 
each other and the coaches was definitely 
key in trying to stick to the original plan.”

TOMÁS RUSSO
THRESHER STAFF

If not for a serendipitous phone call from 
Dean of Undergraduates Bridget Gorman, 
Jared Lyons says he might have left Rice.

“There were times where I honestly 
wanted to leave Rice because I didn’t feel 
comfortable here,” Lyons, a Will Rice 
College senior, said. “Over the summer after 
freshman year I randomly got a call from 
Dean Gorman, who was the magister of Will 
Rice at the time, and she called to check in 
and see how I was doing.”

Lyons, a computer science major and 
business minor, says he was miserable both 
socially and academically freshman year, 
disappointed in his inability to find the 
support and community he expected coming 
into Rice. Gorman’s call reminded Lyons that 
there was support at Rice, he said, even if it 
was not what he expected.

“I think that it was definitely a culture 
shock coming to Rice,” Lyons said. “I had 
never attended a school where I wasn’t in the 
majority. Coming here and seeing the tables 
flipped was difficult at first, especially at my 
residential college.”

Lyons grew up in Atlanta and said he went 
to a high school brimming with diversity, 
an experience that shaped his identity. 
Lyons said that the lack of Black students 
at Rice was particularly pronounced at the 
residential college level.

“After [Orientation] Week, I only saw 
two other Black male students on a regular 
basis,” Lyons said. “It was hard to find that 
sense of community at Will Rice, or just find 

people to go to and talk about this culture 
shock together with. That definitely made the 
transition to Rice pretty rough.”

To make matters worse, Lyons felt that 
the lack of diversity at the residential college 
level created a hostile environment for Black 
students. Even after a whole semester of 
regular interaction, he said that many of his 
peers at Will Rice still mixed up his name 
with the two other Black male Will Ricers, 
despite their vastly different appearances.

“There were a lot of times I would hear 
people make insensitive comments to 
me or around me,” Lyons said. “At first, 
not knowing these people, I took it very 
personally, and would resent people and 
hold grudges against them.”

But over time, Lyons said he realized that 
many Rice students come from very different 
backgrounds than he did, and that they may 
have never really interacted with a Black 
person before coming to Rice. This led him to 
go out of his way to have conversations and 
educate those around him.

Swimming places second at 
C-USA championships

Black at Rice: Jared 
Lyons leads by example

Every opportunity I 
could get to be present 
and be a role model for 
the younger students I 
have tried to take. 

Jared Lyons
WILL RICE COLLEGE SENIOR

SEE BLACK AT RICE PAGE 5
SEE SWIMMING PAGE 7
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Kendall Vining will serve as the next Student 
Association president after winning the election 
against Jarrett Prchal. Vining received 56.8 percent 
of the vote (545 ballots) while Prchal received 41.4 
percent (397 ballots). A total of 959 ballots were cast 
for the SA presidential election for a voter turnout of 24 
percent, the lowest turnout in the past five years. 

Lily Sethre-Brink won the contested SA external 

vice president election against Hunter Brown and 
Jared Butler after three rounds of ranked-choice 
voting. Ranked-choice voting asks voters to rank 
candidates and a write-in in order of preference. The 
candidate with the lowest number of first-choice votes 
is eliminated each round and those votes are allocated 
to each voter’s next preferred candidate. This process 
repeats until a candidate receives a majority of the 
votes.

In the first round of ranked-choice voting, Sethre-
Brink received 48.1 percent of the vote, Butler received 

30.4 percent, Brown received 20.4 percent and the 
write-in slot received 1.1 percent. Once the write-in slot 
was eliminated, Brown was eliminated in the second 
round of ranked-choice voting as he received 20.6 
percent of the vote while Butler received 30.8 percent 
and Sethre-Brink received 48.6 percent. In the final 
round of ranked-choice voting, Sethre-Brink received 
59.6 percent of the vote (509 ballots) and Butler 
received 40.4 percent (345 ballots).

SEE SA RESULTS PAGE 3
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Rice Management Company 
attended last week’s Student 
Association meeting, updating 
the Rice community and sparking 
debate about Rice Management 
Company’s ongoing development 
in Houston’s Third Ward. The 
Ion, a centerpiece of the 16-acre 
Innovation District, is slated to 
open later this year, according 
to Rice Management Company’s 
manager of strategic initiatives 
Samuel Dike.

During the meeting, Dike spoke 
about the drafting of a Community 
Benefits Agreement, which Rice 
Management Company plans to 
sign with the City of Houston. A 
CBA is a legally binding agreement 
that calls for specific benefits to 
be produced by the development 
project for the community, 
and serves as a way to enforce 
developer’s promises. 

“Ultimately, a Community 
Benefits Agreement is a document 
that reflects a series of commitments 
that a developer will make as a part of a 
project,” Dike said. “Where we differ here 
in our approach related to the Community 
Benefits Agreement is that we are 
planning on signing a Community Benefits 
Agreement with the City of Houston. There 
are folks that disagree with that; they 
would like us to directly do a Community 
Benefits Agreement with a coalition.”

This CBA has become a point of 
contention between Rice Management 
Company and activist coalitions from the 
historically-Black Third Ward, namely 
the Houston Coalition for Equitable 
Development without Displacement. 
HCEDD’s short-term goal is to address the 
needs of Third Ward residents who are 
vulnerable to displacement.

Mary Claire Neal, 
an organizer with 
HCEDD, claims 
that “by definition” 
a CBA must be 
between a developer 
and community 
organizations, not 
between a developer 
and local government.

“[Rice Management 
Company is] going 
about a process that 
has no resemblance to 
a CBA process across 
the country, but [is] 
then calling it a CBA,” 
Neal, a Jones College 
senior, said.

Malaika Bergner, 
the chair of the Student Association’s 
Ion task force, explained that a CBA 
should directly include the community in 
question.

“A CBA needs to be agreed upon by 
the community that is being affected, 
but Rice Management Company wants 
to make a ‘CBA’ with the City of Houston 
— who should not and cannot speak for 
Third Ward,” Bergner, a Martel College 
sophomore, said. “This is an insult to the 
community that will be most impacted by 
the Ion and an insult to all of the work that 
HCEDD has done to educate the public on 
the meaning of a CBA.”

This conflict echoed an SA meeting from 
January 2020, when two representatives 
from Rice Management Company argued 
against a Senate resolution calling for 
a CBA with HCEDD. The resolution was 

later amended to state that the SA would 
support a CBA with the City of Houston if 
Rice Management Company made HCEDD 
an equal decision-maker and signatory in 
the process; it passed the Senate nearly 
unanimously on Feb. 17, 2020. HCEDD is 
not currently involved in the CBA process.

CBA working group
In last week’s Senate discussion, 

Dike explained that Rice Management 
Company’s CBA working group 
would serve as a vessel of community 
engagement for the development. Dike 
declined to make recordings of working 
group meetings available to the Thresher, 
indicating that a report would be available 
at the conclusion of the working group 
process.

“We invited a number of stakeholders 
to participate in [a] 
working group last 
November, and we 
have had several 
meetings,” Dike 
said. “We’re looking 
to identify specific 
commitments that 
would fit into the 
areas of focus that 
I mentioned earlier 
around economic 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
h o u s i n g 
affordability, and 
inclusive hiring and 
contracting.”

R i c e 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Company sent a 

letter on Nov. 17 to HCEDD inviting four 
representatives to participate in the CBA 
working group. In a response letter one 
week later, HCEDD listed six conditions 
for their participation in the working 
group, including a commitment from 
Rice Management Company to enter an 
“exclusive agreement” with HCEDD.

Rice Management Company did not 
agree to these terms in a response letter 
dated Dec. 1, stating that HCEDD had not 
shared specific proposals and reiterating 
Rice Management Company’s commitment 
to an agreement with the City of Houston.

Over two months later, HCEDD reached 
out to the Rice Management Company to 
accept four seats on the working group. 
Rice Management Company suggested that 
HCEDD and Rice Management Company 
instead meet separately, though Dike 

told the Thresher that Rice Management 
Company’s invitation to HCEDD still 
stands.

“It wasn’t until recently, after the 
working group has been meeting for several 
months now — almost three months — that 
[HCEDD] were interested in actually now 
participating in the working group,” Dike 
said. “Integrating new representatives into 
the working group requires some sort of 
orientation.”

Uyiosa Elegon, an organizer for HCEDD, 
said this correspondence undermined 
Rice Management Company’s community 
engagement efforts.

“It seems that Rice Management 
Company always had an idea of what 
they thought innovation looks like for 
community members,” Elegon said. “There 
are Community Benefits Agreements that 
have taken years. For them to state that 
they’re already done with the majority of 
the process, that they don’t need us, is 
absolutely horrendous to even hear. Any 
person, any organization across America 
that’s gone about community benefits 
agreements would say this is a sham of a 
process.”

SA President Anna Margaret Clyburn 
said she was not originally aware of the 
recent communications between Rice 
Management Company and HCEDD when 
inviting Dike to speak at the SA meeting. 

“Our intention for the conversation 
was to create an accountability check for 
the Rice Management Company by giving 
students the opportunity to ask questions 
about the development and to meet the 
new person, [Samuel Dike], who would 
be charged with working with us on this 
initiative,” Clyburn said. “We later learned 
that communication had broken down 
between the Rice Management Company 
and community advocates over the 
year; this is information that could have 
changed the nature of the invitation had 
we known this sooner.”

Clyburn said that at the next SA 
meeting, discussion surrounding this topic 
will focus on ways the SA can empower 
students who are engaged in Ion-related 
activities. 

Updates on the Ion
Retail establishments have started 

leasing space in the Ion, according to Dike.
“We announced three restaurants 

that are coming to the district,” Dike 
said. “Particularly, we’re excited that 
out of the first three restaurants that 

we’re announcing, two of them 
are African American owned and 
operated.”

Dike anticipates that the Ion 
building itself will be completed 
shortly, at which point tenants 
will begin constructing their 
spaces. Soon after, events may start 
happening at the Ion.

“The building would be 
completed by the first quarter of 
this year,” Dike said. “After that, 
our tenant partners will be building 
out their spaces, and that will take 
a series of months for them to 
complete their spaces. Once they 
do complete their spaces, I think it 
will be timely that they will occupy 
those spaces and we may even see 
some programming depending on 
how things are going with COVID.”

Elegon said that the completion 
of the Ion will not affect HCEDD’s 
organizing related to the entire 
Innovation District.

“The Ion is [one] of many 
different buildings,” he said. “One 
building going up does not detract 
from this mission and making 

sure that all the buildings are going to 
be equitably built, done, strategized and 
designed.”

Students advocate for HCEDD
In a recent email to Rice Left obtained by 

the Thresher, Neal called for volunteers to 
join HCEDD in actions intended to “control 
the narrative around the Innovation 
District and secure a Community Benefits 
Agreement for Third Ward.”

A table in the email lists five “strategy 
teams”: public comment, grassroots, 
media, direct action and digital. Actions 
include door knocking, literature 
drops, posters, op/eds, car rallies, press 
conferences and social media ads. Elegon 
declined to provide many details about 
these actions, calling them “a conversation 
on the back end.”

HCEDD is planning these actions to 
further educate the community about the 
Innovation District development process, 
according to Elegon.

“All the actions are being done with 
the goal of making sure that every person 
affected by this development, whether it 
be the resident across the street from the 
Innovation District, the business owner 
across the street from the Innovation 
District, any possible tech entrepreneur 
that’s going to be in the area, any elected 
official that has to make any decision on 
this … understands what the actual true 
narrative events have been,” Elegon said. 
“It’s really just all actions that are based 
off of story sharing.”

The SA Ion task force has also been 
working closely with HCEDD, and has 
recently begun planning an opportunity 
for Rice students to work more closely with 
HCEDD to build a stronger relationship 
with the coalition, according to Bergner. 
The task force is also working to get more 
transparency from Rice Management 
Company about their recent development 
plans, according to Bergner.

“I would like to make something clear 
— Rice students are in this fight. Our 
students have been a part of HCEDD since 
its inception and are completely invested 
in it to this day,” Bergner said. “We can 
and we must support our neighbors in the 
Third Ward as they fight for a CBA that 
benefits their community. Not only is it the 
right thing to do, but it is a small piece of 
what our institution owes to the incredibly 
rich and vibrant community that existed 
long before Rice University.”

Rice Management Company discusses 
contentious CBA at SA meeting

COURTESY OF MARY CLAIRE NEAL

This is an insult to the 
community that will be 
most impacted by the 
Ion and an insult to all 
of the work that HCEDD 
has done to educate the 
public on the meaning 
of a CBA.

Malaika Bergner
CHAIR OF THE SA ION TASK FORCE

The Houston Coalition for Equitable Development without Displacement has been holding meetings with Third 
Ward residents since the Fall of 2019 to discuss the Community Benefits Agreement. Pictured above is a meeting 
prior to the start of the pandemic. 
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Rice plans to extend the suspension of 
study abroad programs into summer 2021 
due to ongoing health and safety concerns 
as well as restrictions related to COVID-19, 
according to the Dean of Undergraduates 
Bridget Gorman, in consultation with the 
Provost and Rice’s Crisis Management 
Advisory Committee. This includes the 
Rice in Country programs offered by the 
Center for Languages and Intercultural 
Communication, in-person study abroad 
programs from the Study Abroad Office and 
certain fellowships that require international 
study abroad from the Center for Civic 
Leadership. 

Certificates in Language and Intercultural 
Communication require completing an 
approved study abroad program. However, 
according to Maryam Emami, Rice in Country 
coordinator and program lecturer of French, 
there is motion towards creating other ways 
to fulfill the study abroad requirement of the 
certificate. 

“I know that this is one of the things that 
we are working on to make sure that basically 
the students do not get penalized for not 
being able to go abroad and then not being 
able to apply for the certificate,” Emami said. 

Beata Loch, director of the Study Abroad 
Office, agreed that the pandemic has created 
a unique situation, and said there will be 
understanding regarding requirements.

“Already last spring when we had to 
recall all students from overseas in the 
middle of their semesters, at a time when 
it wasn’t even clear in some cases how the 
online continuation 
of the courses can be 
ensured, there was 
an outpouring of 
support from faculty, 
and a reassurance 
from the dean of 
undergraduates that 
accommodations will 
be made,” Loch said. 

Emami said that 
there are still some 
available programs not 
held through Rice, but 
the ongoing health and 
safety concerns due to 
COVID-19 will vastly 
change the study 
abroad experience. 

Max Ruiz, a sophomore at Duncan 
College, said he plans to eventually study 
abroad in Spain for the Spanish certificate, 
but that he agrees this summer would be too 
soon. 

“I don’t think I would have gone this 
summer even if it wasn’t postponed,” Ruiz 

said. “I’m pretty sure I’m going to wait until 
2022 when there hopefully aren’t as many 
COVID restrictions.” 

Aylia Rizvi, a junior at Will Rice college, 
said she also had 
to alter her plans to 
study abroad due to 
COVID-19. Rizvi said 
she planned to be in 
London for fall 2020, 
taking classes that 
would have counted 
for her major. 

“If I had known 
that I was staying, 
I would have been 
more involved last 
semester,” Rizvi said. 
“I’ll be a senior next 
year, and I need to 
finish my graduation 
requirements and 
capstone so I won’t be 

able to go abroad during my time here.”
Loch said another option would be to 

study abroad virtually, but that it cannot be 
seen as a real alternative. 

“Being immersed in an unfamiliar 
environment, culture, possibly language, 
and living in this environment day-to-day, 

away from family and friends, cannot truly 
be replicated in an online format,” Loch 
said. 

Loch said that instead, students should 
delay their study 
abroad plans if 
at all possible as 
there will be better 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
in subsequent 
semesters. 

Similarly, Emami 
said she believes that 
there will also likely 
be more chances for 
students to participate 
in Rice in Country and 
study abroad in the 
future.

“We often have lots 
of freshmen applying 
for our programs, 
which gives them 
luckily a lot of time to still complete a study 
abroad program,” Emami said.

According to both Emami and Loch, 
things remain hopeful for the rest of 2021 
and 2022 as many departments eagerly await 
the green light from the university to resume 
study abroad programs.

“It has been the most heartbreaking 
thing for me, knowing that we had a very 
large number of students who were actually 
accepted to go to France. And it was very hard. 

We actually waited 
until the last minute 
when the university 
made the decision,” 
Emami said. 

Loch said that 
lifting the study 
abroad suspension 
will greatly depend on 
virus trends, rollout 
of vaccines, travel 
restrictions and more. 
Study abroad may 
resume earlier in some 
parts of the world than 
others, and it will be 
essential for these 
countries to not only 
be safe destinations 

but also be willing to accept visitors.    
“The overall trajectory is positive, but 

I’d rather not make any predictions,” Loch 
said. “Right now we are supporting students 
with plans to study abroad in fall 2021, but 
with the understanding that nothing can be 
guaranteed just yet.”

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 2021 • 3NEWS 

Vining said that when she officially 
transitions into the position, one of 
the things she is most excited for is 
Changeover Senate.

“I’ll be internally reflecting on how 
William Marsh Rice would feel about 
me, a Black woman, being such a huge 
representation of the undergraduate 
student body,” Vining said.

Prchal said he was glad to have been a 
part of the election process and wants to 
encourage students to stay engaged.

“Everyone can have a hand in making 
our campus better in a way that is 
meaningful to them, either through 
joining existing projects or spearheading 
new projects,” Prchal, a Hanszen College 
junior, said. “I also want to encourage 
students to branch out each week to 
meet someone new or reconnect with 
someone across campus. It takes more 
effort this year to keep up relationships, 
but that doesn’t make them any less 
valuable.”

The presidential elections saw a 27.2 
percent voter turnout last year, with 42 
percent and 50 percent turnouts in the 
two years before. The EVP race had an 

even lower turnout this year with 854 
ballots cast and 21.4 percent turnout. The 
2020 EVP special election had a turnout 
of 18 percent.

SA Director of Elections Bria Weisz 
said while she thinks the snowstorm may 
have affected voter turnout, she believes 
the larger problem is students being 
more disconnected from campus.

“With remote formatting of many 
classes and students spread out 
around the world, people are feeling 
less connected to the Rice community 
in general,” Weisz, a Brown College 
sophomore, said. “It can be hard to 
care about the politics of the Student 
Association when you haven’t been on 
campus in almost a year, or ever, in the 
case of some freshmen.”

Weisz said the Office of Institutional 
Effectiveness told her that student survey 
responses are down across the board.

“I’m confident that the low voter 
turnout is diagnostic of a larger problem 
at Rice. I hope that as the pandemic 
begins to calm, and more people return 
to campus, voter turnout goes back up,” 
Weisz said.

Vining said she found it ironic 
that voter turnout was low again this 
year, given that she emphasized in her 

campaign how low voter turnout has 
been historically.

“To see the voter turnout lower even 
more this year — albeit, I believe 100% 
that was heavily affected by the pandemic 
and the snowstorm — was unsurprising, 
but it also unsettled me as a candidate 
and made me wonder if it was really Rice 
[undergraduates] who voted for me, or if 
I just had a few more friends who were 
enthusiastic about voting than the other 
candidate did and that’s how I won,” 
Vining, a Martel College junior, said.

Vining said she wants to brainstorm 
ideas to increase voter turnout for the 
future, whether that is by offering 
incentives or mandating voting in some 
way if possible. 

“One of the most surprising things 
I learned during my [internal vice 
president] term is just how much student 
leaders in student government influence 
major campuswide decisions that 
directly affect students,” Vining said.

Sethre-Brink said this election 
was very stressful and emotionally 
taxing for her, particularly because 
her grandmother passed away due to 
COVID-19 on Feb. 1.

“So in addition to grieving and helping 
my family with all the work that had to 

be done ... I had to campaign,” Sethre 
Brink, a sophomore from Baker College, 
said. “However, it was really amazing to 
see a lot of my friends come together to 
help me - I really would not have been 
able to do it without them.”

All other races were uncontested. 
Madison Bunting will be the SA internal 
vice president, Elliot Riesman-Tremonte 
will be the SA treasurer and Savannah 
Parrot was re-elected as SA secretary.

The following students will serve 
as honor council representatives: 
sophomores Sriya Kakarla, Max Slotnik, 
Kamal Tijani and Rodolfo Gutierrez; 
juniors Adam Zawierucha, Kaitlyn 
Crowley, Abrar Mamun and Diego 
Casanova; seniors Matey Yanakiev and 
Izzie Karohl.

The following students will lead their 
respective organizations: Savannah 
Kuchar as Thresher editor-in-chief; 
Sukriti Agarwal and M. Tomás Russo 
as Rice Student Volunteer Program 
presidents; Divya Jain as Rice Program 
Council president; Juliana Phan as 
Campanile editor-in-chief; Jake Joseph as 
University Court chair; Chloe Liebenthal 
as KTRU station manager; and Matthew 
Castrillon and Jonathan Lloyd as Rice 
Rally Club presidents.

Rice cancels summer 2021 study abroad programs
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This is one of the things 
that we are working on to 
make sure that basically 
the students do not get 
penalized for not being 
able to go abroad and then 
not being able to apply for 
the certificate.

Maryam Emami
RICE IN COUNTRY COORDINATOR

I’d rather not make any 
predictions. Right now we 
are supporting students 
with plans to study abroad 
in fall 2021, but with 
the understanding that 
nothing can be guaranteed 
just yet.

Beata Loch
STUDY ABROAD OFFICE DIRECTOR
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OPINION
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Ted Cruz has had a crazy 2021. In just 
two months he incited an insurrection, 
refused to confirm the outcome of a free 
and fair election, and abandoned Texas 
during a deadly natural disaster. All 
in all, I think that he is one of the most 
disgraceful people currently in office. 
That needs to change, and since he is 
not going to wake 
up tomorrow with 
a shiny new set 
of morals and a 
backbone, it is 
clear that Ted Cruz 
must go.

Let’s start 
off way back in 
November. The 
2020 election 
was only four 
months ago, but 
it feels like a 
lifetime of trauma has since passed. Joe 
Biden was declared the winner of the 
election after an incredibly stressful 
few days of waiting on ballots, during 
which Americans were unified in the 
experience of learning where Maricopa 
County is and just how many people 
there are in Pennsylvania. Even before 
Biden could give his victory speech, 
Republican politicians were declaring 
fraud and saying the election was stolen. 
While former President Donald Trump 
was certainly the ringleader of this gang 
of unpatriotic, anti-democratic ne’er-do-
wells, his lackeys — like Cruz — were not 

far behind in the charge to undermine 
democracy. Cruz began questioning the 
electoral process on Twitter as early as 
Nov. 4, and was vocal about his distrust 
in the election results all the way up to 
Jan. 6, the day of the Capitol Insurrection.

Ted Cruz’s position as an elected 
official means his words have power. To 

have a politician 
question the 
A m e r i c a n 
d e m o c r a t i c 
process, the very 
thing that gave 
him the power 
he abused, is 
both a national 
e m b a r r a s s m e n t 
and a deadly 
threat. Even if 
Cruz did not want 
people to break 

into the Capitol, I believe he wanted 
them to question the legitimacy of the 
Biden presidency and the legitimacy of 
our government as a whole. By sowing 
uncertainty, I think he helped convince 
people that the world they knew was in 
shambles, so they rioted to take it back. 
His words and actions were incredibly 
irresponsible, and his behavior leading 
up to the insurrection should be enough 
for us Texans to want to remove him from 
office. 

However, his disgraceful behavior 
does not stop there. As we all know, Texas 
was recently hit by an arctic storm that 

caused millions to lose access to power 
and safe drinking water, and even led to 
a number of fatal cases of hypothermia 
and carbon monoxide poisoning. While 
many of us in Houston hunkered down, 
trying to conserve warmth and figure out 
how to cook our next meal, Ted Cruz flew 
to Cancun. 

In the process of taking perhaps the 
most politically disastrous vacation 
ever, Cruz blamed his young daughters 
for making him go, implied that his 
neighbors were assholes, and left his 
dog behind. He is currently the laughing 
stock of the U.S. Senate (which is frankly 
nothing new), but he is also an all-
around national disgrace. 

Ted Cruz has one job: to take care of 
the people of Texas. And while some 
conservatives’ arguments that he would 
have been useless in the crisis anyway are 
certainly compelling (after all, what has 
he actually done for Texans?), at the very 
least he could have tried. He could have, 
and should have, used his connections 
to help connect state officials with 
federal disaster relief or worked to help 
mobilize local aid or volunteers. Instead, 
he decided to travel internationally in 
the middle of a pandemic and go relax 
on a beach. Meanwhile, Beto O’Rourke, 
who lost to Cruz in the 2018 Senate race, 
organized calls to check in on thousands 
of senior citizens, showing that he was 
really the one that got away. 

Cruz should resign — he should have 
done so back in January. But when he 

asks for your vote in the future, don’t 
forget these past few months. Whether he 
is campaigning in the 2022 House races, 
his 2024 Senate (or maybe presidential) 

bid or for the members of his party who 
have excused, enabled and mimicked his 
behavior, he has not earned our trust. 
Texas deserves someone who actually 
cares about us, or at least someone 
who believes in democracy and won’t 
continue to publicly embarrass us. That 
person is not Ted Cruz. 

Lila Greiner
WILL RICE COLLEGE
JUNIOR

Have an opinion? Submit your 
draft to thresher@rice.edu.

Texas deserves someone 
who actually cares about 
us, or at least someone 
who believes in democracy 
and won’t continue to 
publicly embarrass us. 
That person is not Ted 
Cruz.

To have a politician 
question the American 
democratic process, the 
very thing that gave him 
the power he abused, 
is both a national 
embarrassment and a 
deadly threat.

With only 24 percent participation, this 
year’s Student Association presidential 
election had the lowest voter turnout in 
the past five years. While student apathy 
towards the SA Senate and its leadership 
can easily — and perhaps fairly — be 
attributed to recent events such as the 
pandemic or the recent winter storm, 
SA election turnout has consistently 
declined over this five-year period. 

With less than a quarter of students 
participating this year, it seems as 
though hardly any students care about 
who ends up in a student government 
position with the power to directly 
impact their lives. Every year, SA 
candidates promise to increase cross-
campus student engagement with the 
SA. But every year, once these candidates 
are elected, nothing changes. Growing 
apathy toward the SA Senate and student 
governance should be deeply concerning 
for the entire Rice community. 

In a year like this, it’s even more 
difficult than usual for the SA to increase 
student engagement. An entire class of 
students has never had a normal Rice 
experience — no public parties, no in-
person cultural events and extremely 
limited experiences with college culture. 
Because of the socially distanced 

nature of the semester, it makes sense 
for members of the freshman class 
to feel dissociated from campus. The 
same can be said for upperclassmen, 
especially those living off campus; after 
years of campus involvement with in-
person student activities, the switch to 
socially distanced 
activities can feel 
isolating. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y, 
the recent winter 
storm — which 
hit Houston right 
before the SA 
ballots opened 
— likely drew 
attention away 
from individual 
campaigns and 
the elections. Many candidates chose 
to pause campaigning, due to personal 
obstacles caused by the winter storm 
and out of respect to those impacted. As 
a result, the electronic ballots became 
further buried in the inboxes of three-
fourths of the student body, no doubt 
contributing to the record-low turnout. 

While these obstacles pose more 
challenges for SA candidates to improve 
student engagement with the community, 

it also makes student engagement all 
the more vital. During this pandemic, 
student leaders have been tasked with 
even more responsibility than usual, 
making their decisions more impactful 
than before. Now more than ever, it is 
imperative that the members of the SA 

think outside of 
the box to bring 
their student body 
together. 

It is time to think 
beyond emails 
as the primary 
means of campus 
e n g a g e m e n t 
and create new 
avenues for 
reaching students. 
Throughout the 

year, the pandemic has pushed campus 
organizations to adapt their programming 
and devise more effective ways to 
interact with the student body, primarily 
via social media channels. We call on the 
SA Senate to take cross-campus student 
engagement more seriously than in years 
past, and put more concentrated effort 
toward innovating its communication. 

The declining SA election turnout also 
suggests that only a small proportion 

of Rice students believe they have 
something at stake in this election. One 
solution to this problem is bringing 
more students directly into the Senate 
space as presenters, task force leaders 
and resolution sponsors. This requires 
significant growth of partnerships 
between the SA and the numerous 
student-led organizations on campus, 
especially those engaging with issues that 
the SA is already tackling. Additionally, 
the involvement of residential colleges in 
the SA can be heightened by more active 
efforts by SA senators to gather direct 
input from their constituents and even 
invite students to join them at SA Senate 
meetings.  

Although it’s the responsibility of SA-
elected leaders to guide students through 
campus involvement, it’s equally the 
responsibility of students to do so; 
without students who are receptive to 
their efforts, there’s only so much the SA 
can do. 

It is easy to stop caring about the SA 
Senate, especially when you feel you 
have nothing at stake. But the SA can 
only become better and more in touch 
with the student body if the majority 
of students vote in elections and stay 
engaged with the SA. 

EDITORIAL

Low SA election turnout reveals need for better campus engagement

It is time to think beyond 
emails as the primary 
means of campus 
engagement and create 
new avenues for reaching 
students.

OPINION

Ted Cruz has embarrassed Texas for too long
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Senior Spotlight
Meet Cory Pan, a Bakerite 
studying bioengineering, and this 
week’s senior spotlight.
See more at ricethresher.org
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One crossword isn’t enough? 
Head to our website to check out 
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“I started having those conversations 
and educating those students. It helped 
them develop as people and has helped me 
become a more open-minded person,” Lyons 
said. “It’s easier to form connections with 
people I meet now and share experiences 
with them and connect with them.”

Lyons eventually found the Black 
community he missed from home in the 
Black Male Leadership Initiative.

“I [have] made the most personal 
connections and met the most people who 
I’ve become friends with through BMLI,” 
Lyons said. “The smaller group setting 
and being able to hear and share the 
experiences of everyday life on campus 
with the other Black men at Rice was a 
great way to make new friends outside of 
Will Rice. It was reassuring knowing that 
other people were going through the same 
kind of culture shock and same level of 
uncomfort.”

Even though Lyons is grateful for the 
amazing community he has found outside 
of Will Rice, he believes that it is important 
for Black students to find a community 
at their residential college. Lyons, who is 
currently chief justice at Will Rice, has done 

his best to encourage Black students to stay 
involved within the Will Rice community, 
he said.

“It has started to feel like a loop where 
new Black students arrive, [they] connect, 
they feel welcome here at first, and then 
over the course of the semester they feel 
more comfortable outside of Will Rice or go 
[off campus] and then you won’t see them 
again,” Lyons said. “Part of the reason I 
applied to be CJ was because I wanted new 
incoming Black students to see diversity in 
the student leadership at the college.”

Lyons emphasizes that efforts should 
be made during O-Week and freshman 
year to ensure that Black students can 
find a welcoming community within their 
residential college.

“Just because it may seem like we have 
found a better sense of community doesn’t 
mean we don’t still want to be involved in 
our smaller community where we live,” 
Lyons said. “Right now, we are caught in 
this loop where new students don’t find 
the community they are looking for at the 
residential college and before you know it 
they are gone already.”

Lyons, who was an O-Week advisor for two 
years, believes that this vicious cycle can be 
beaten if current students make themselves 
more present at the residential college level 

and welcome new students with open arms.
“[We should] find a way to encourage 

more African American students to advise 
and participate in all these programs that 
involve mentoring or advising the younger 
students,” Lyons said. “Every opportunity 
I could get to be present and be a role 
model for the younger students I have 

tried to take. I definitely hope the younger 
Black students at Will Rice will continue 
to do that.”

Editor’s Note: This is an installment of 
Black at Rice, a features series intended 
to highlight and celebrate Black voices on 
and off campus. Have someone in mind? 
Nominate them at ricethresher.org.

BLACK AT RICE
FROM PAGE 1

JAYAKER KOLLI & NIKHAZ OMAR
THRESHER STAFFDo The Worm

Jared Lyons went to a diverse high school in Atlanta, Georgia, so not seeing many Black students 
at his residential college freshman year was tough, he said. In his four years at Rice, the Will Rice 
College senior has sought to make other Black students feel more welcome than he did.

CHANNING WANG / THRESHER

1 The Weeknd's real name
5 On home plate
10 "Makeba" and "Come" artist
14 "Shazam!" actor Zachary
15 Snowboarder Kim
16 Jafar's parrot 
17 Type of race that RuPaul runs? 
18 Flinch 
19 Mexican philosopher Jose
20 Mark on a ruler 
22 Catholic prayer beads
24 Stun 
25 ____ Nui of Easter Island 

26 Rouses 
29 Adhesive 
33 USA Today crossword editor Erik
34 Baseball Hall of Famer Hank
35 Set
36 Takes
37 Played a role
38 Killer suffix? 
39 Largest Australian bird
40 Happen
41 Cherish
42 Fabric of namesake road
44 Compares
45 Civil rights activist Baker

46 Fuzzy ones may adorn a rearview mirror
47 Like jazz
50 Comes in paperback and hardcover varieties
54 Experiences high ping
55 Twixt
57 Eons
58 "The Princess Diaries" actress Hathaway 
59 "Come in!" in Cordoba
60 40-day period that begins on 
Ash Wednesday  
61 Actor Patrick Harris
62 Growl like a bear
63 What one might do in goal? 

1 German grocer
2 Swiss capital
3 Medical airlift, in short
4 Zippos or Bics
5 The opposite of this word? 
6 When repeated, reassurance
7 Onomatopoeia that titles a Roy Lichtenstein 
    painting
8 NY Congressperson who co-sponsored the 
    Green New Deal
9 Four-limbed animal
10 May be used to cut a puzzle? 
11 Tiny battery
12 Frankenstein's hunchbacked assistant
13 Obnoxiously curious
21 Wood that wizards wave
23 "____ sesame" 
25 More scarce
26 Counterpart of waxes
27 Colorful heron of South and Central 
      America
28 Afghan capital
29 Celtics star Jayson
30 Branch of peace
31 Radium decay product
32 Mike who voiced Shrek
34 Ghanaian capital
37 Sith Padawans
38 Easy-peasy task
40 Rice students
41 Rad
43 Run that Han Solo and Chewbacca did in 12 
       parsecs
44 "Stuck on You" artist Richie
46 Rice alum Ann who funded Khan Academy
47 Group
48 Lois of DC Comics
49 ____ Kai, a firebending duel
50 Buggy software release
51 Pointy archway found in Islamic architecture 
52 Magritte who painted "The Son of Man" 
53 NIH-funded program for an M.D./Ph.D.
56 ABC's overnight news program
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VIRTUAL ESCAPE 
ROOM

Join Rice Pancakes for Parkinson’s for 
a Virtual Escape Room this Saturday, 
March 6 from 2-6 p.m. CST. For $1 
each, you and up to six friends can 
sign up for a one-hour escape room 
experience when you register here. 
Additional donations are highly 
encouraged as all proceeds will 
benefit the Houston Area Parkinson 

Society. 

WE MAKE CARPETS
Rice Public Art is partnering with 
Dutch collective We Make Carpets to 
create original artwork with the help of 
volunteers. You can help tie ribbons for 
this piece from 2-4 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 6 when you sign up online for a one-
hour slot. Participants will be outdoors at 
the temporary tent structure near Baker 
Hall. Masks and social distancing will be 

required. 

INPRINT: 
KAZUO ISHIGURO

As part of the 2020/2021 Inprint 
Margarett Root Brown Reading Series, 
Nobel Laureate Kazuo Ishiguro will give a 
short virtual reading from his new novel, 
“Klara and the Sun,” this Sunday, March 
7 at 5 p.m. CST. General admission is $30 
and includes access to the reading as well 
as a hardcover copy of “Klara and the Sun” 

shipped the week after the event.

ASIA SOCIETY 
FILM NIGHTS

This Friday, March 5, Asia Society Texas 
Center will kick off its Front Lawn Film 
Nights series, an opportunity to view 
Asian and Asian American cinema. 
This week, “Crazy Rich Asians” will be 
screened at 8 p.m. for $40 admission. 
Guests will view the film from their own 
“lawn pod” — an eight-foot circle that 
will be outlined across the lawn, each of 

which can hold up to four people.

WEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENS

KATELYN LANDRY
A&E EDITOR

Just days after the city of Houston was 
in its most desperate need of light, the 
Museum of Fine Arts Houston unveiled 
an unparalleled beacon of brilliance. 
“Electrifying Design: A Century of Lighting” 
opened last week as the first large-scale 
U.S. exhibition to examine both the 
technological and artistic innovations in 
international lighting design. Through three 
thematic galleries, audiences are invited 
to see lamps, chandeliers and the humble 
bulb in a whole new light. 

In her opening remarks during a press 
event on Saturday, Feb. 27, co-curator Cindi 
Strauss referenced Winter Storm Uri, the 
devastating storm that rendered the state 
of Texas powerless and water-less amidst 
historic freezing temperatures. “Electrifying 
Design” was supposed to open alongside the 
museum’s special exhibition, “Hockney — 
Van Gogh: The Joy of Nature,” on Saturday, 
Feb. 20. However, with uncertainty about 
the capacity of Houston power grids to 
support an entire exhibit fundamentally 
dependent on electricity, the opening was 
delayed. In the wake of a storm that has 
left dozens of people dead, thousands 
with property damage and millions with 
traumatic memories of shivering in the cold 
— amidst a pandemic that has claimed half 
a million lives in the U.S. and continues to 
ravage the world — Strauss said the light 
and hope embodied in “Electrifying Design” 
is precisely what we need. 

Strauss and her fellow curators 

faced extraordinary complications with 
transporting and installing the rare and 
fragile objects on display, which range 
chronologically from the 1920s to 2020. As 
design historians, Strauss and co-curator 
Sarah Schleuning identified the U.S., 
Europe and Japan as pioneers in the last 
century of lighting design, having led the 
world in its innovation from the first electric 
lights in the early 1800s to LED bulbs in the 
21st century. Needless to say, the range of 
wiring and electrical components necessary 
to make this exhibit shine has taken just 
as much expertise from electricians as 
curators. 

Before viewers even enter the gallery 
space, they are greeted with “Mega 
Chandelier,” an overwhelming amalgam 
of various lamps and light fixtures that 

combine to create an ambitious and 
glamorous display of light. 

Rather than offering a simple historical 
survey of the evolution of lighting design, 
the exhibit is divided according to three 
thematic lenses: “typologies,” “the bulb” 
and “century of light.” The typologies gallery 
is centered on the different functions of light 
fixtures. The fixtures located in this first 
gallery may look like regular IKEA fodder at 
first glance, but closer examination of their 
individual histories prompts appreciation 
for the 100-year-old creations that have 
quite literally served as the blueprints for 
today’s desk lamps. Suddenly, each curve 
and contour in the fixture renders a lamp 
into art. 

This article has been condensed for print. 
Read the full story online at ricethresher.org.

Out of the shadows: “Electrifying Design” celebrates century of light

MELISSA CARMONA
THRESHER STAFF

Last Friday, Feb. 26, KTRU held its fourth 
annual Cozy Show, and it was unlike any 
year before. Instead of going to see and hear 
the featured artists perform live on Rice 
campus, this year’s audience was invited 
to enjoy the show from the comfort of their 
homes as the artists’ performances were 
streamed on KTRU’s Facebook and YouTube 

pages, marking the radio 
station’s first completely 
virtual concert. 

The show’s lineup 
included three local 
Houston artists: oki yume, 
Velveteen Echo and Mind 
Shrine, who all delivered 
impassioned and high-
quality performances. 
The artists each pre-
recorded and edited 
their own performances, 
giving them autonomy to 
decide how they wanted 
to embrace their own 
definition of “cozy.”

The concert’s opener, 
oki yume, is a musical character played by 
multidisciplinary artist Ezla Lewis. When 
asked about the creation process behind his 
music, Lewis emphasized his hope to bring 
light to his audience. “My [goal] is to spread 
gratitude and spread optimism organically 
through music. We are in the business of 
inspiring people,” Lewis said.

Oki yume’s music was a blend of dreamy 
lo-fi beats and vibrant electronic sounds 
delivered through an animated performance 

from a snug studio. On most songs, oki yume 
was the main performer singing into a lone 
microphone. Other songs featured friends and 
collaborators joining in, either on their own 
musical instruments or as photographers and 
cameramen. Engaging camerawork, constant 
movement and oki yume’s vibrant stage 
presence served to draw the audience into 
his intimate performance. Small snippets 
between songs showed the production 
behind the performance, creating a more real 
and raw feeling for the audience. The entire 
set felt like the equivalent of spending an 
intimate and chill night in with friends. “This 
is my first ever virtual concert [and] it was a 
great experience,” Lewis said. “It brought the 
team closer together allowing us to really dig 
deep into creating a truly unique, refreshing 
and enjoyable performance.” 

The second act to perform was Velveteen 
Echo, a four-piece rock band from Houston 
that combines experimental guitar and 
synth tones with a pop sensibility. Their 
performance was recorded straight from 
home, with the entire band huddled together 
in all-black outfits, complete with standard 
black face masks. 

This article has been condensed for print. 
Read the full story online at ricethresher.org.

KTRU Cozy ShowKTRU Cozy Show brings local talent to student screens
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TOP 10

Best of Daft Punk
TOP 10

Best of Daft Punk

Featured in their “Epilogue” video announc-
ing their retirement last week, Daft Punk 
described this track as the core of their 
fourth and final studio album, “Random 
Access Memories.” The nostalgic vocals and 
masterpiece melody create a gentle final 
goodbye from Daft Punk to their followers 
and legendary music career.

5

 Despite the low production budget of their 
second studio album, “Discovery,” the 

distortion of vocals through a synthesizer 
and four-to-the-floor beat created a dance 

hit that later received a Grammy for the 
version in their live album, “Alive 2007.” 

4
“Harder, Better, 

Faster, Stronger”

“One More Time” is a prominent example of 
French house’s use of auto-tune. Overall, this 
international hit paved the way for electronic 
music to become mainstream.

3 “One More Time”

This disco and funk-infused track earned 
Daft Punk the Grammy for song of the year 
in 2013. Showcasing Daft Punk’s versatility 

from niche electronic tracks to popular 
hits with multi-talented artists and diverse 

sounds, “Get Lucky” earns the No. 2 spot on 
our ranking.

2“Get Lucky”

Off their first album, “Homework,” “Da Funk” 
is an instrumental track that cemented the 
quintessential Daft Punk sound and quickly 
became a ’90s house classic. “Da Funk” earns 
No. 1 as the foundation of the exceptional Daft 
Punk sound.

1 “Da Funk”

“Touch”

Review: “The United States vs. 
Billie Holiday” 

Ya’Ke Smith talks Black film 
Read more at ricethresher.org

  Wiess streams “Hello, Hamlet” 
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Despite the challenges that the team 
faced throughout the season, the team 
was still able to achieve high ranks at the 
C-USA Championships. Both Howe and 
Meers achieved personal best times in 
their respective events as well as winning 
the individual championship in several 
events at the meet. Both swimmers 
were not only proud of the results that 
they achieved, but also with how their 
teammates performed as well. 

“I was very happy with my performance 
this past week. I was lucky enough to 
achieve personal best times in both the 
[100-yard] freestyle and the [100-yard] 
butterfly,” Howe said. “I was fortunate 
to win the butterfly, but honestly getting 
to share the podium with my teammate 
and training partner Brittany Bui made it 
more special.”

Meers shared the same sentiment as 
Howe, focusing on not only her personal 
achievements but also the performances 
of her teammates. 

“Obviously, it’s really great to win 
and get a [personal record], so I can’t 
really ask for more,” Meers said. “It was 
definitely more rewarding with it being 

such a close race and knowing that my 
teammates Mimi [Filkin] and Zoe [Spitz] 
also raced really well to get personal 
records.” 

The tournament signaled the end of 
the swimming season for the Owls. They 
will now enter the offseason and prepare 
for the upcoming season. Although the 
team got second place, Meers said she’s 
encouraged by the future of the team, 
which she thinks can only improve going 
into next season. 

“The conference championships made 
it very obvious that having a great team 
around you makes it so much easier to 
race at your best,” Meers said. “To know 

that everyone is willing you to do well 
and that you are competing for a cause 
much bigger than yourself makes the 
long racing days much shorter, and that’s 
definitely the view of competing that I 
want to carry into the future.”

Howe, too, said that this championship 
not only helped the team, but also her 
own individual growth as a swimmer. 

“It’s definitely exciting to be able to 
back up my win from last year and to 
continue achieving these results for the 
team in my future seasons,” Howe said. “I 
know that I have more in me and that the 
training we do as a team and my coaches 
have helped me develop more as an 
athlete, I can only hope that I continue to 
do so for my next two years on the team.”
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To know that everyone is 
willing you to do well and 
that you are competing for 
a cause much bigger than 
yourself makes the long 
racing days much shorter.

Imogen Meers
Freshman swimmer

FROM PAGE 1

SWIMMING

CADAN HANSON
FOR THE THRESHER

Rice Women’s Basketball improved 
their record to 15-2 with back-to-
back victories against Louisiana Tech 
University this weekend. The Owls 
outscored the Lady Techsters by a 
combined 34 points as they earned their 
tenth and eleventh conference wins of 
the season. Head coach Tina Langley said 
she is proud of her team’s performance, 
especially given their stop-and-start 
season due to the pandemic.

“I couldn’t be more proud of the 
group of women that I get to coach,” 
Langley said. “They keep showing up 
and working hard; their resilience and 
toughness are amazing.”

On both ends of the court, the Owls 
were dominant. On the defensive end, 
they held the Techsters to 31 percent 
and 36 percent shooting respectively. 
According to Langley, the team’s defense 
performance was a return to what she’s 
been used to with this group. 

“I thought we had great effort 
defensively these last two games and 

we started to look more like ourselves,” 
Langley said.

On Friday, the Owls sank a season 
high 14 three-pointers, shooting 58.3 
percent from beyond the arc, as they 
cruised to a 23-point victory. Four Owls 
were in double figure scoring, led by 
junior guard Jasmine Smith who had 16 
points in 27 minutes and senior center 
Nancy Mulkey who scored 13 points and 
snagged 14 rebounds. 

Coach Langley was thrilled with the 
energy and passion that Mulkey, who is 
the 2021 Naismith Women’s Defensive 
Player of the Year Semifinalist, brings to 
the court every day.

“[Mulkey] brings passion for the game 
and an energy and love for it that really 
fuels us,” Langley said. “She’s so humble 
and works so incredibly hard.”

The Owls dominated on the glass as 
well, outrebounding the Bulldogs by a 
margin of 43 to 27. They also led the game 
in bench scoring, thanks to contributions 
from multiple younger players.  

“We’re a very young team and it’s 
exciting to look and see who they can 
become,” Langley said.  “I look at some 

of our young players right now and think 
[these next few years] are gonna be really 
fun.”

After honoring the seniors pre-game 
on Saturday, the Owls won the back end 
of the double header, led by Muley who 
notched her second double double of the 
weekend (15 points and 12 rebounds) and 
sophomore Lauren Schwartz who added 
a game-high 19 points of her own.

Langley was very pleased with the 
performance of the young sophomore, 
who not only put up big offensive 
numbers but had a difficult defensive 
assignment on the other end of the court, 
matching up against the Lady Techster’s 
senior guard Amber Dixon.

“Lauren Schwartz is [quite] a player,” 
Langley said. “She has a great IQ, 
handles the ball well for us and can 
shoot at all three levels. She had a tough 
defensive assignment [this weekend] and 
did a great job. She continues to grow 
and I’m so proud of her and the work she 
puts in.”

During the game on Saturday, Mulkey 
also drained her third three-pointer of 
the season, notable for a 6’9” center. That 

shot also pushed her over the prestigious 
1,000 pointmark for her collegiate career 
wearing the blue and grey. Langley 
said she is not only proud of Mulkey’s 
on-court dominance, but also how she 
carries herself off of the court.

“Nancy is an incredible person, it was 
hard not to get emotional today,” Langley 
said, talking about Mulkey’s 1000th 
point and the senior day ceremonies. 
“We were talking about how close we’ve 
all grown through the years, and I love 
her so much. She’s a selfless person with 
incredibly high character.” 

The Owls are back on the court this 
week with a double header against the 
University of North Texas. In what was 
originally supposed to be an off-week 
before the Conference USA tournament, 
these games had to be made up from 
three weeks of games the Owls had 
canceled in the midst of the season. 

“C-USA decided that teams who 
missed games could make them up next 
week,” Langley said. “Unfortunately, it is 
right before the conference tournament, 
but we’re grateful for the opportunity for 
the practice and opportunity to play.”

PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS
Senior Ellery Parish swims the 1,650-yard freestyle at the C-USA swimming championships. 
Parish took first place in the event, helping the Owls take second place overall at the meet.

PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS
Sophomore forward Lauren Schwartz dribbles through the Louisiana Tech University 
defense. Schwartz and the Owls won both of their games against LA Tech over the weekend.

Women’s basketball 
sweeps LA Tech
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vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Lindsay Josephs
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801
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The Backpage is satire, written this week by Ndidi Nwosu and Edward Wong, edited by Sprinkle Matovic and designed by Simona Mascarpone. For frosting tips, please email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

How to actually relax on a Sprinkle Day

We’ve just had our first, non-snowstorm-interrupted Sprinkle Day! And be 
honest, you probably spent most of it trying to catch up on work. Don’t let these 
days of relaxation go to waste! Here are some fun things to do to actually rest on 

your next Sprinkle Day.

Do NOT go to Fondy
Sprinkle Day rookies might be tempted to go to 
Fondren Library to “relax.” “It’s quiet, I can just 

sit down and actually read a book that I don’t have 
to put in a bibliography,” you think. It’s a trap! No 

one actually goes to Fondren to relax. You’ll be 
tempted to log in to a computer for a quick email 

check and then next thing you know, it’s three 
hours later, WeBWork is open and you’re 

crying. Don’t do it. Drown your laptop
Let’s face it, even though it’s a Sprinkle Day, you’re 
still going to get email announcements from all of 

the 12 Listservs you’ve signed up for, or Canvas 
notifications about upcoming assignments. You do 
not need that kind of toxicity in your life right now, 
so just cut it out entirely! Throw your entire laptop 

in the closest body of water you can find. A fountain! 
A river! The pool of a general chemistry student’s 

tears! Whatever works. 

Go outside and remember what
sunlight looks like

Can you tell me how warm it is outside without 
opening the weather app? If the answer’s no, go 

outside! Take a refreshing walk around campus and 
breathe some fresh air. When you inevitably find 

yourself walking to Chaus and realize it’s closed, try 
wandering around some of the academic buildings. 

After all, it’s been almost a year since you’ve had 
a normal in-person class. Yeah, let that existential 

dread sink in. Feeling relaxed yet? Great.
Drop out for a day

Tired of being pushed towards your next midterm 
by the unstoppable march of time? Drowning 

in self-loathing due to a love-hate relationship 
with procrastination? We here at the Backpage 

know those feelings well. Thankfully, there is one 
simple trick to re-experience the blissful joy you 

felt in high school. Choose to stop being a college 
student for a day and drop out of school. You’ll be 

happier in no time. 
Sleep somewhere new

As they say, variety is the spice of life. Variety 
is especially important now with most of us still 

exercising social distancing. Sleeping in the same 
old bed every night can be draining and ruin your 
energy levels. That’s why we recommend that you 

switch it up once in a while. Take a nap on your 
college roof for more sun energy. Climb a tree and 

dream with the squirrels.  
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