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Below-freezing temperatures, 
hazardous roads, power outages 

and frozen water pipes in the Houston 
area moved Crisis Management to 
cancel classes for the entire week of 
Feb. 15. No classes or exams could be 
held and no assignments could be due 
on these days.

Meanwhile, students, faculty and 
staff living off-campus lived through 
severe low temperatures due to power 
outages in their residences, with some 
traveling to campus for shelter. Over a 
million people in the Houston area lost 
power that week, reports KHOU-11.

According to Dean of 
Undergraduates Bridget Gorman, 
students living off campus without 
power had the option of requesting to 
stay on campus if needed, though there 
was no guarantee that they would be 
accommodated. Although there was 
no universitywide notification of this 
option, students received notification 
from magisters, college leadership 
and word of mouth.

“All the magisters know that if [off-
campus] students reach out because 
they need housing, they will do their 
best to bring them into the college 
(provided rooms are available — we 
must follow COVID rules right now),” 
Gorman said in an email obtained by 
the Thresher.

On Monday, Rice students, staff and 
faculty dashed to the East Gym amidst 
the ongoing winter storm to claim one 
of the hundreds of Moderna vaccines 

administered on campus Monday 
afternoon. Harris County Public Health 
gave the vaccines — which would have 
otherwise gone to waste due to a power 
outage at their building — to Rice and 
other institutions that were already 
equipped to administer the vaccines. 
810 vaccines were distributed to Rice’s 
campus, according to Harris County 
Judge Lina Hidalgo.

Housing and Dining staff were on 
campus starting Sunday through the 
week to work in the serveries and 
administer other services, staying 
overnight on campus for at least two 
days, according to multiple college 
magisters and resident associates. In 
an email to campus on Wednesday, 
Kirby said that Housing and Dining 
staff had been taking food and 
water to students in the Rice Village 
apartments — which had power and 
water problems — making repairs 
to pipes on campus that had broken 
during the hard freeze, and working 
in the serveries. In the email, students 
without meal plans who were staying 
on campus were asked to bring their 
own food with them.

COVID testing appointments from 
Monday through Wednesday were 
canceled for all students, and off-
campus students have been asked 
to reschedule their tests for Feb. 
22 or later. By Thursday, tests were 
made available for students living 
on campus either permanently or in 
temporary emergency housing. In an 
email to students, Gorman advised 
that students remain vigilant about 
safety behaviors in the days ahead.
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A group of Hanszen College students write “HFH” in 

the snow at Jamail Plaza. The snow created several 

unique opportunities on campus like this one.
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A tiny snowman overlooks the Academic Quad Monday morning. 

Many students took the opportunity to enjoy the snow day and 

play outside.
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Varun Kukunoor, Wiess College junior, hands out hot water to 

students waiting in line for the COVID vaccine outside East Gym. 

Students waited up to three hours in line in below-freezing 

temperatures.
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Two students walk in the snow along the inner loop. Many 

students and others living nearby came to Rice campus to enjoy 

the weather on Monday.
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A historic week: Rice rushes to get 
vaccinated, and several lose heat, 

power and water for days

Students waited in a line outside East Gym for the COVID-19 
vaccine Monday. Hundreds of students rushed there after being 
notified by email of the available doses.



NEWS
THE RICE THRESHER2 • WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2021

JULIA LI
THRESHER STAFF

Three of Rice’s student-run businesses 
— Rice Coffeehouse, The Hoot and Rice 
Bikes — are all expected to reopen in the 
coming week for the spring semester. 
There have been no updates released 
regarding the reopening of Willy’s Pub 
and East-West Tea. 

Rice Bikes has already opened up their 
services this past Monday, Feb. 22 whereas 
Coffeehouse and The Hoot are set to 
reopen on Feb. 27 and 28, respectively. Rice 
Coffeehouse originally 
planned to reopen this 
Wednesday, Feb. 24, but 
they decided to delay 
reopening because 
of the winter storm’s 
limited COVID-19 testing 
capacity for both on-
campus and off-campus 
students, according 
to General Manager 
Miguel Luna. 

“Due to the high 
volume of customers 
and the close-knit 
quarters [Keepers of 
Coffee] work under, it 
was essential to give everyone enough time 
to get COVID tested and receive a negative 
result before coming into our space,” Luna, 
a junior at Wiess College, said. “I am super 
excited to open this weekend and to know 
that we are doing so safely.” 

While orders are still only accepted via 
their online ordering website, Coffeehouse 
will now operate from 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
from Monday through Thursday and 7:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Fridays according to 
Luna. Last semester, Coffeehouse was 
closed on weekends due to limited staff, 
but they will now be open on weekends 
from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturdays and 
2 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Sundays. 

“My management team and I have 
worked really hard to make sure every 
KOC is ready for reopening at a much 
bigger capacity than last semester,” Luna 

said. “Coffeehouse 
is an essential 
part of the Rice 
experience and 
connects so many 
individuals across 
campus. I am glad 
we can provide our 
services again and 
can’t wait to see new 
faces this semester.” 

According to 
Luna, the change in 
hours is not the only 
modification that 
Coffeehouse will be 
making this semester. 

“We will be adding new items to our 
permanent menu like lemonade, vegan 
kolaches, and The Bachelorette,” Luna 
said in an email. “We will also now have 
donuts on the weekends like previous 
non-COVID semesters.” 

The Hoot has followed in a similar 
fashion, delaying the start of their 
operations from Feb. 21 to Feb. 28. 
According to General Manager Ryan 
Emelle, The Hoot will continue with their 
fall semester protocols such as having 
only two people on 
shift in their working 
space at a time. As 
of now, The Hoot 
will still only accept 
online orders. 

“We hope to 
accept in-person 
orders this semester 
but cannot confirm 
that just yet,” 
Emelle, a junior at 
Jones College, said. 
“We plan to do a lot 
more catering, so 
reach out to us if you 
want us to cater an event and support one 
of the SRBs.” 

Emelle said she was hopeful and 
excited for the reopening. 

“Sadly, last semester, we saw a real 
decrease in demand because of the 
smaller number of people on campus, 
and the lack of people hanging around 
the RMC during our operational hours,” 
Emelle said. 

Emelle said that one of the best parts 
of working at a student-run business is 
engaging with other students and fellow 
coworkers. 

“I’m hoping to have more of that this 

semester with more people on campus, 
but obviously health and safety will 
remain The Hoot’s top priority through this 
strange time.” 

According to William Miles, a general 
manager at Rice Bikes, the shop originally 

planned to reopen its 
services on Feb. 15. 
Miles mentioned how 
the members of the 
management team 
have a good work 
ethic and are already 
fired up.  

“We were told we 
weren’t allowed to 
open until the 15th, 
and we had to push 
everything back — 
not just the opening, 
but the ordering and 
hiring process. We had 

to do that again because of the storm,” 
Miles, a junior at McMurtry College, said. 
“We were understaffed, but we’re hiring 
eight new people this semester.” 

According to Miles, Rice Bikes will 
still be operating through appointments 
only, and they will not be accepting cash. 
To ensure that they’re following proper 
social distancing guidelines, there will 
be fewer people working a shift at the 
same time. 

“Internally, we’ve implemented a lot of 
changes to make the business run better,” 
Miles said. “I’m excited to see how those 
will roll out.” 

“With everyone indoors, this presents 
real risks around disease transmission — 
especially with our reduced testing program 
this week,” Gorman said.

Baker College sophomore Emma Yang 
said she has no running water and lost 
electricity for over 24 hours. On Tuesday, 
she texted the Baker College group chat 
whether she could come on campus to stay 
in the commons even though she had not 
been tested.

“From Dean Gorman’s stance, students 
cannot access campus after moving in 
unless they have a negative COVID test result 
as per COVID guidelines,” Baker President 
Adam Cardenas responded. “If an [off-

campus] student is in that position … I would 
say reach out to friends who are also [off 
campus] to see if they have power and are 
willing to let a few friends come over if the 
locations are nearby. This is honestly a sucky 
situation, and I personally feel different.”

Yang said she agreed with the reasons 
Cardenas laid out for not coming to campus. 

“We took Adam [Cardenas’] suggestion 
and moved in with some off-campus 
friends, but there’s no guarantee their 
power and water will stay online,” Yang 
said. “I think it’s better than risking tons 
of untested students using overstretched 
Baker water facilities.”

Will Rice College senior Myra 
Ramdenbourg said she chose to move onto 
campus after the power went out at her off-
campus residence.

“I live in an apartment in Montrose and 
it was pretty scary when the power went out 
because you usually expect it to come back 
within 30 minutes,” Ramdenbourg said. “I 
also didn’t have much food and the water 
eventually stopped so I was pretty frustrated 
with the situation. Afterwards, I realized 
this was happening across Texas so I was 
more worried about my family. But I’m very 
grateful because my family is okay and I was 
able to get a room at Will Rice [College].”

Stanley Tsou, a Will Rice College junior, 
lost power early on Feb. 15. Tsou said power 
came back to his house on Feb. 16, but it 
was very unstable, with occasional outages 
and the fire alarm continuously beeping. 
Tsou said that he and his roommate were 
able to stay in an empty room at Will Rice 
on Monday night and dine in the serveries 

after the two contacted Rice University Police 
Department, friends who live nearby and 
hotels that had power.

“We were also worried that all the food 
that we stocked up during the weekend 
would become spoiled. With the outside 
temperature being colder than that of 
the fridge, my roommate and I packed all 
the perishable foods that we have in our 
fridge and freezers into paper bags and 
left them outside on our balcony,” Tsou 
said. “In the midst of all the uncertainties, 
it was difficult to not think about all the 
assignments, readings and quizzes that 
we missed that could potentially put us 
behind in our courses.”

This story has been combined and 
condensed for print. Read the two original 
stories online at ricethresher.org.
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WINTER STORM

Rice Bikes, Hoot & Coffeehouse 
prepare for Spring semester 

I’m hoping to have 
more [engagement with 
students] this semester 
... but obviously health 
and safety will remain 
The Hoot’s top priority. 

Ryan Emelle
THE HOOT GENERAL MANAGER

It was essential to give 
everyone enough time 
to get COVID tested and 
receive a negative result 
before coming into our 
space.

Miguel Luna
COFFEEHOUSE GENERAL MANAGER
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Over the past weekend, Rice students 
participated in a platelet donation drive 
with the Houston Methodist Hospital. This 
project was organized by the Rice Student 
Association as well as the Rice Emergency 
Medical Services leadership. 

Anna Margaret 
Clyburn, the 
Student Association 
president, said that 
Houston Methodist’s 
leadership reached 
out to Rice’s 
leadership regarding 
a need for platelets 
on Feb. 17. After Rice’s 
Crisis Management 
Team reached out 
to Clyburn, she 
contacted REMS 
for their advice 
and support in 
coordinating the 
platelet donation 
drive. 

Sam Reddick, 
REMS captain, said that since platelets 
can only be stored for relatively short 
periods of time, any disruption in 
donations can be devastating to crucial 
hospital procedures. 

“Unfortunately, the historic winter 
storms last week prevented many regular 
donations and began to deplete local 

hospital supplies,” Reddick, a Wiess 
College senior, said. 

While only around 40 people from the 
Rice community were asked to participate 
in donating platelets, according to 
Clyburn, 70 students committed to calling 
Houston Methodist to sign up for platelet 
donation between Wednesday evening 
and Thursday evening. 

“During this 
challenging time, Rice 
students really stepped 
up by volunteering 
their time and life-
saving donations to 
support this local need 
in the medical center,” 
Reddick said. 

Clyburn also said 
she was proud of 
Rice’s student body for 
being willing to donate 
platelets to Houston 
Methodist upon such 
short notice.

“The fact that 70 
people were willing to 
take time out of their 
day and give a part 

of themselves to others is astounding,” 
Clyburn said. “I couldn’t be more proud of 
our community.” 

Platelet donations are required 
throughout the year by most major 
hospitals in the Texas Medical Center, 
and healthy, eligible individuals are 
encouraged to regularly donate. 

Student Association 
and Rice EMS host 
Platelet Donation Drive 

PHoto CouRtesy RiCe univeRsity

The fact that 70 people 
were willing to take 
time out of their day 
and give a part of 
themselves to others is 
astounding ... I couldn’t 
be more proud of our 
community.

Anna Margaret Clyburn
STUDENT ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
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Recently, I was looking through pictures 
from my freshman year and discovered 
something startling — they all depicted 
me as an unhappy and miserable student. 
Transferring to Rice was never part of my 
postsecondary education plans. In fact, like 
most students, I graduated high school with 
the expectation that I would spend only four 
years in college. My complex college journey 
has led me to realize how important it is for us 
as individuals and an institution to actively 
work towards maintaining our diverse 
student body and prioritizing inclusion. 
In light of Rice’s 
plan to expand 
its undergraduate 
enrollment, it is 
imperative that 
students educate 
t h e m s e l v e s 
about student 
movements and 
hold the institution 
accountable for its actions and promises.

My first year at another institution was 
tainted by instances of microaggressions and 
an emotional burden that slowly edged me 
into depressive episodes at the start of my 
sophomore year. I would walk 40 minutes off 
campus to the nearest Planned Parenthood 
just to be able to talk to a therapist of color 
because the school did not have a single 
one. Not being well-versed in the culture of 
liberal arts colleges, I depended heavily on 
my friends to cope with feelings of loneliness 
and social isolation, especially as I failed to 
find my niche at a college that lacked affinity 
groups and centers tailored specifically to 
BIPOC students. Believing that my lived 
experience as a Latinx, first-generation 
college student could not be sustained by 
the institution, I dropped out of college at the 
end of fall 2019 out of frustration. I returned 
to school in fall 2020, this time at Rice — a 
place that I feel allows me to be authentically 

myself and that encourages me to celebrate 
the intersectional identities of my peers. I 
get to be part of a community defined by 
scholarship, support and diversity. 

According to Rice’s Office of Institutional 
Effectiveness, as of fall 2020, only 35 percent 
of students were white. Rice is constantly 
celebrated for its diverse student body, 
recently named the No. 1 school for “race/
class interaction” by the Princeton Review.  
While these numbers speak quantitatively to 
Rice’s diversity, they don’t speak to whether 
Rice addresses student needs and prioritizes 

inclusivity. While 
my experiences 
have been mostly 
positive, not 
everyone feels the 
same way. 

In recent months, 
the Thresher 
has published 
many articles 

and editorials that shed light on students’ 
dissatisfaction with the institution, including 
a low Black student enrollment and a need 
for affinity groups at each residential college 
during Orientation Week. Part of our Culture 
of Care requires us to embrace those students 
whose journey at Rice is a battle against 
systems of oppression working against their 
pursuit for higher education. Centers such as 
the Center for African and African American 
Studies should have their own physical 
spaces on campus tailored specifically 
to support students from historically 
marginalized groups.  

Even if students continue to face 
dissatisfaction with the institution, Rice 
should still take pride in the diverse 
community it has constructed over the 
years. Being at Rice may be one of the few 
times in your life where you will have the 
opportunity and privilege to interact with 
individuals from different walks of life. Our 

mission as individuals should be to uplift 
one another and make genuine attempts to 
learn from each other and educate ourselves. 
Your actions can be as simple as attending 
cultural events, donating to Rice Mutual 
Aid, attempting to meet people outside your 
social circle and being aware of the struggles 
that those around you face. 

Institutionally, Rice should increase its 
outreach to reach students of color who 
may not be aware that a quality education 
is accessible thanks to the Rice Investment. 
By doing so, Rice can better produce more 
diverse incoming classes while staying true 
to its holistic review of applicants. It’s also 
crucial that Rice takes a stand on issues 
affecting its students, especially racial 
injustice. Rice should also prioritize hiring 
more faculty of color, considering that white 
faculty made up 76 percent of all faculty as 
of fall 2019. They should also increase the 
visibility of the Office of Multicultural Affairs, 
which performs important work through 
cultural showcases and diversity retreats 
that aren’t acknowledged enough by Rice.

I firmly believe that Rice has the potential 
to be a place that everyone can call home. 
Even if I myself feel completely supported 
by this institution, I know my experiences 
are not shared equally by everyone around 
me. It is our duty as members of the Rice 
community to not only acknowledge these 
disparities, but also to collectively work to 
dismantle the barriers that prevent us from 
becoming a truly inclusive community. 

This opinion has been condensed for print. 
Read the full article at ricethresher.org.

OPINION

Maintain and pursue an inclusive environment at Rice

Our mission as individuals 
should be to uplift one 
another and make genuine 
attempts to learn from each 
other and educate ourselves.

Alexander 
Walberg
JONES COLLEGE
SOPHOMORE

Almost one year ago, we wrote an editorial 
titled “Centralize COVID-19 Communication.” 
That editorial, published on March 10, 2020, 
came a day after Rice made the decision to 
suspend classes following the announcement 
that a Rice employee had tested positive for 
COVID-19. We wrote, “When we instead get 
information fragmented between Rice Alert, 
our magisters, other students’ magisters, 
our professors, our college presidents or 
group chat screenshots, it becomes almost 
impossible to distinguish rumors from facts.”

Last week, Rice faced another crisis that 
tested its communication channels: A deadly 
winter storm wreaked havoc on the state of 
Texas, leaving more than one million people 
in the Houston area without power and water, 
including hundreds of Rice community 
members. Amidst this chaos, 800 doses of 
the scarce COVID-19 vaccine were made 
available at the East Gym, sending students 
sprinting across campus.

The events of the past week revealed how 
a lack of centralized communication remains 

an issue for Rice. The vaccine distribution 
announcement was sent as a standardized 
message to all college magisters at 11:07 
a.m. on Feb. 15, and magisters were asked to 
forward the announcement to the students 
at their colleges; this approach caused 
significant disparities in when students 
received information about the vaccine. 
Hanszen College, for instance, only received 
an email from one of their resident associates 
at 12:19 p.m., just 10 minutes before students 
were advised to stop joining the line. While 
we recognize that the COVID-19 vaccinations 
were organized at the last minute, the 
administration should have directly emailed 
or texted all members of the Rice community 
in order to ensure equitable access. 

Uneven communication across colleges 
continued as the storm knocked out power 
and water for many off campus students. 
On Monday night, only a handful of colleges 
had received communication from their 
core teams about options for off-campus 
students to move into spare rooms on 

campus. Dean of Undergraduates Bridget 
Gorman said that all magisters know that 
they should accommodate off campus 
students if possible, yet this message was 
not clearly communicated to all students. 
This communication was instead left to 
individual college presidents and magisters, 
leaving many students confused and 
stranded in unsafe situations. Students were 
also uncertain about the COVID-19 testing 
requirements to move on campus, which is 
an issue that could have been clarified by 
administration. 

Although the administration’s 
communication has improved since our 
editorial one year ago, with weekly crisis 
management emails updating us on the 
COVID-19 situation at Rice, situations such as 
what happened last week must be handled 
better. This past week’s events demonstrate 
the need for a consistent, centralized source 
of communication, where students can all 
simultaneously receive comprehensive, clear 
information.

EDITORIAL

Make Admin communication more centralized
ONLINE OPINIONS  >>  ricethresher.org

Have an opinion? Submit your 
draft to thresher@rice.edu.

opinions online at
:

Scroll less, 
live more: My 
experience quitting 
social media

LTTE: Thanks to 
students who 
brought warmth to 
line for vaccines

We need to learn to put 
down our phones and 
live our lives regardless 
of what people are 
saying on these 
platforms.
Manuel Pacheco
JONES COLLEGE ‘20

You reminded me that 
there are good humans 
— strangers — who will 
cheer you on when you 
need it.
Emily Nichol
WIESS COLLEGE ‘13
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After the GameStop short squeeze a few 
weeks ago, interest in the stock market and 
investing has surged. But Komal Virani’s 
interest in the stock market started years ago. 

Virani, one of the founders of Rice’s chapter 
of the investing club Smart Woman Securities, 
recounts hearing numerous conversations 
about finance while growing up from her 
grandfather. Her grandfather built his career 
on investing and stock trading, and he 
would often engage her father and brother in 
conversations about finance. Virani, however, 
would never really get to participate in the 
conversations herself. 

“It wasn’t deliberate on anybody’s part,” 
Virani, a Jones College sophomore, said. “But 
it feels like a natural thing to do — to not have 
me in the conversation and [for me to] be on 
the other side of the spectrum.” 

After coming to Rice, she encountered 
similar issues. During business and finance-
related events in the broader Houston area, 
Virani said she noticed feeling somewhat 
left out. 

“Even though I was a part of the 
conversation, I wasn’t,” Virani said. “I wasn’t 
understanding a lot of terms being thrown 
around ... I knew [their] individual definitions 
but when they were jumbled together, I didn’t 
know what people were saying. And I wanted 
to have that safe haven where I could express 
my feelings.” 

Last October, Virani found an avenue to 
make this safe haven a reality. After learning 

about Smart Woman Securities, a non-profit 
group dedicated to teaching undergraduate 
women about finances and investments, 
Virani became interested in bringing this 
organization to Rice in order to create an 
inclusive and safe space conducive to female 
undergraduate students learning about 
finance — whether as a career, as a hobby or 
just due to general interest. 

Smart Woman Securities is a national 
organization that was originally started at 
Harvard University by two undergraduate 
students. They have since spread across the 
nation through over 30 college chapters. 

“The mission statement is to teach 
undergraduate women finance and 
investments, but I think it’s so much more 
than that,” Virani said. “I think it’s more 
about building an entire community.”

Martel College sophomore Jennifer Jia, 
Jones College junior Sukriti Agarwal, and 
McMurtry College freshman Diqiao Wang 
joined Virani as co-founders of the Smart 
Woman Securities Rice chapter.

Agarwal said that she hopes that the 
organization will introduce girls to lesser-
known careers in the financial sector.

“Once you get interested in finance at Rice, 
there are two paths people [typically] follow: 
investment banking and consulting,” Agarwal 
said. “Many people don’t realize that there is 
the whole world of buy-side finance that they 
can explore straight out of undergrad … Smart 
Woman Securities would ... introduce girls to 
this career path.”  

Wang said that she was motivated to 
join the club as a founder due to the lack 

of representation of women in the finance 
industry, especially in areas of leadership. 
Through her own observations of family 
members in the finance industry, she 
said she’s noticed that there is a gap in 
opportunities offered to women compared 
to men in the finance sector. Wang said she 
believes that gender stereotypes, such as men 
being more rational, brave and adventurous 
than women, contribute to this discrepancy.

According to Jia, there are also a lot of 
stereotypes regarding women’s roles in the 
financial sector. 

“[There is a stereotype] that girls who are 
doing finance aren’t really doing finance,” Jia 
said. “So that’s one reason why I really want 
to increase female presence in this industry.”

This article has been condensed for print. 
Read the full story at ricethresher.org.

Smart Woman Securities aims to make 
space for women in the finance world

DC: All of our sources of electricity supply 
underperformed at the same time as we had 
record demand due to the strongest freeze 
event to hit Texas in at least three decades. By 
far the biggest shortfall came from natural gas 
power plants unable to get adequate supplies 
of fuel to produce power.

The big problem that we’re dealing with 
is a lack of natural gas supply — a lack of 
natural gas supply to our gas power plants. 
And it’s totally counterintuitive, and you’ll 
need to explain this to your readers, because 
if they’re in a home or apartment that’s heated 
by natural gas, the natural gas is flowing just 
fine. But homes need it at a very low pressure, 
and homes, hospitals, churches, all the ones 
who are directly burning gas for consumer 
purposes to keep themselves safe and warm 
— we get it first. So those systems have helped 
up fine. That means the power plants have to 
go towards the back of the line.

RT: Many, including the Wall Street Journal’s 
editorial board and Gov. Greg Abott, have 
blamed renewable sources of energy such as 
wind for the situation in Texas. Is renewable 
energy really to blame for widespread power 
outages?

DC: No, renewable energy is not to blame for 
the power outages. Wind and solar produced 
just a couple of gigawatts less power than had 
been expected during peak winter conditions, 
and ERCOT was well prepared for them to 
be variable. One of the state’s four nuclear 
reactors went down, taking out another one 
gigawatt. Yet over 30 gigawatts of fossil fuel 
electricity went down just as we needed it the 
most. That’s more than twice as much fossil 
fuel outages as was expected in a worst case 
scenario, and is the overwhelming reason why 
the power went out for millions of Texans.

RT: Climate change isn’t going anywhere. 
How can Texas learn from this experience and 
better prepare for cold winters to come?

DC: This absolutely shows how critical it is 
to plan for a full range of extreme events and 
to imagine the unimagined. Just the past five 
years, we’ve been hit by Hurricane Harvey, 
and now we’re hit by the deepest freeze that 
we’ve had in three decades. So it’s so crucial 
to engineer our systems and to prepare to 
be resilient for the types of events we’ve 
had in the past, but also for events that are 
even more extreme than before. And climate 
change exacerbates so many of the risks that 
we face.

I would not say that I would necessarily 
call this a climate disaster. There is a debate 
and a lot of uncertainty in the climate science 
community about whether these arctic blasts 
or polar vortexes are becoming more or 
less common with climate change already, 
or whether they will become more or less 
common with future climate change, because 
it is getting warmer. I don’t think that’s at all 
well known. I would lean towards the side 
that it’s not going to become more common, 
that there’s a chance it would become less 
common. To have an event that puts over four 
million homes without power is absolutely 
unacceptable, so we need to be able to plan for 
this event or slightly worse happening again. 
Anything that has happened is possible, and 
so absolutely this could happen again. Do 

I think the climate change makes this more 
likely or do I think this is a harbinger of most 
of our extreme events to come? Probably not.

What I hope we take from this is instead 
of being that general who tries to refight the 
last war is that we need to be prepared for the 
same war — or a little bit worse of a winter 
war — to happen again, but we should really 
prioritize the steps that don’t just prepare us 
for this event, but that give us more resilience 
at other times. So if we have better insulated 
and weatherized homes, that’ll reduce our 
demand in the summer and winter season. 
If we have transmission lines connecting 
to other states so we can import and export 
power and not be such an isolated island, 
that will help all seasons of the year. If we 
put deicing equipment to deice frozen wind 
turbines, like the politicians have focused on, 
that’ll help with the next deep freeze, but it 
won’t help us any other time of the year.

RT: Moving forward, what kinds of energy do 
you think Texas should focus on developing 
and expanding?

DC: Contrary to the political spin, our power 
supply would be more affordable, reliable 
and resilient to disasters if we diversify to 
more renewable sources of energy — even 
above and beyond the benefits to our air, 
health, and climate. This disaster has 
highlighted the vulnerabilities we face while 
depending on a single fuel — natural gas — 
to handle such a lion’s share of our heating 
and power needs. No single source can do 
it all, but a portfolio of resources that keeps 
some of what we have and blends in more 
solar, wind and geothermal power along with 
better transmission connections, storage and 
efficiency would serve us much better than 
our system today. Our research has shown 
that blending in more solar and wind from 
around the state could let us close coal plants 
and reduce the burdens on natural gas and 
storage.

IllustratIon by ndIdI nwosu

What went wrong? A conversation with climate and
energy expert Daniel Cohan

Last week was turbulent, to say the 
least. On Monday morning, a power 
outage caused a Harris County freezer 
containing thousands of vaccines to 
break, and hundreds of Rice community 
members dashed on campus to Houston 
Methodist Hospital to receive the 
unfrozen vaccines. The power outages 
kept coming, hitting large swaths of 
Texas as unusually frigid temperatures 
swept across the state and devastated 
communities. By Friday, most 
households had their power and water 
restored, although Harris County’s boil 
water advisory remained until Sunday.

Amid the chaos, Rice professor 
Daniel Cohan has been called on by 
dozens of reporters for his climate and 
energy expertise. Between weighing 
in on the Texas freeze for pieces in the 
New York Times, NPR and WBUR’s Here 
and Now and Vox, Cohan sat down 
with the Thresher to answer some of 
our questions about what went wrong 
last week.

This interview took place on the 
afternoon of Wednesday Feb. 17, and has 
been condensed and edited for clarity. A 
prior version of this story was published 
online last week.

ELLA FELDMAN
FEATURES EDITOR

Our power supply would 
be more affordable, 
reliable and resilient to 
disasters if we diversify 
to more renewable 
sources of energy. 

Daniel Cohan
ENGINEERING PROFESSOR

Rice Thresher: First of all, how are you doing? 
Do you have power and water where you are?

Daniel Cohan: I have power and heat. Water 
pressure is very low, and of course we’re all 
under boil water advisory.

RT: As we all know, Texas has been hit hard 
with power outages over the past few days. 
Can you explain what led to these blackouts?

Zoom University
What’s it like to join Rice in 
a pandemic? Four new 
professors talk us through it.
See more at ricethresher.org

Pre-med Life
Students talk applying 
to medical school in the 
COVID-19 era.
See more at ricethresher.org

Black at Rice
Senior associate director 
of admissions Tamara Siler 
talks Rice in the ‘80s.
See more at ricethresher.org

What went wrong?
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The Houston Symphony partnered 
with 3D artist Topher Stiels to bring 
music to life in exciting new ways.
Read the story at ricethresher.org.

Music Illustrated

ELECTRIFYING 
DESIGN

On Saturday, Feb. 27, the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston will open its 
new exhibit “Electrifying Design: 
A Century of Lighting.” The exhibit 
is a celebration of lighting design, 
which has evolved as a medium of 
technological and artistic expression 
over the past 100 years. Included 
with general admission, which costs 
$12 when you present your Rice ID. 

SPEAK LOW
Sleepy Cyborg Gallery presents Speak 
Low, a solo exhibition by Houston-
based artist Jasmine Zelaya. The 
interactive installation will be on view 
by appointment only through this Friday, 
Feb. 26. Email sleepycyborggallery@
gmail.com to schedule your in-person 

viewing. Masks required.

KTRU COZY SHOW
KTRU will host its annual Cozy Show 
virtually this Friday, Feb. 26 at 8 p.m. 
If you’re a Rice student on or near Rice 
campus, head to the Rice Memorial 
Center, where DJs will be giving away free 
KTRU mugs with hot chocolate, t-shirts, 
and tote bags from 5-7 p.m. Performing 
artists include oki yume, Velveteen Echo 

and Mind Shrine.

REEL POETRY
Houston-based literary nonprofit Public 
Poetry will host its annual REELpoetry 
festival this week from Feb. 24-28. The 
festival will present over 100 poetry films 
and videopoems from creators around 
the world, interviews with featured poets 
and awards. Tickets are available now on 
a give-what-you-can basis, starting at $1. 

WEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENS

MELISSA CARMONA
THRESHER STAFF

Houston artist MoNique LeRoux opens 
her docuseries “Meet Houston’s Artists” 
by acknowledging the upheaval of normal 
life in the past year caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, economic downturn and Black 
Lives Matter protests. The tumultuous events 
of 2020 were key motivations for LeRoux to 
produce her docuseries, which highlights 14 
local artists and how they were impacted by 
the pandemic. The docuseries culminated 
in a physical art exhibit, which opened 
Saturday, Feb. 13 at Sabine Street Studios. 

While the beginning of the pandemic 
signaled the widespread closing of physical 
art spaces like museums and galleries, 
LeRoux said that does not have to mean an 
end to sharing art with the public.

“The inspiration for the docuseries 
came from the pandemic, [and] museums 
and studios closing, while trying to 
innovate content virtually [and capture] 

attention in the midst of social distancing,” 
LeRoux said. “It was a very experimental 
film project to attempt to showcase and 
share art with the community.” 

LeRoux stressed the importance of 
film as an avenue to interact with the 
local art community. 

“I saw how frustrating it was to have 
a career that just depends on social and 
personal interactions with patrons and 
enthusiasts,” LeRoux said. “I noticed how 
many artists were not truly utilizing the art 
of film to share their art on social media so 
much more.”

The docuseries contains 14 installments, 
each focusing on a specific artist including 
LeRoux herself, and are also directed, 
written, filmed, edited and produced by her. 

As described by LeRoux, the unifying 
thread through all the artists that were a part 
of her docuseries was the emphasis they 
placed on empathy during these trying and 
difficult times. 

“During production, all 14 artists were 

asked the interview question, ‘What do 
you think the world needs more of in this 
time?’ Almost unanimously the overall 
consensus and response was ‘empathy,’” 
LeRoux said. “The artists decided, in their 
own craft and styles, to share their works 
of art that express the emotion and concept 
of empathy while challenging [people] to 
understand that art may be subjective but 
empathy should not [be].”

This article has been condensed for print. 
Read the full story online at ricethresher.org.

Houston artists reflect on importance of empathy during COVID-19

ARIELLE NOAH
FOR THE THRESHER

As Black History Month continues, we 
must remind ourselves that Black culture 
encompasses the bonds made between 
different genders and sexualities as well. 
Intersectionality is important to make 
sure all Black voices are heard. 

After the rise in the momentum 
of the Black Lives Matter movement 
last year, a lot of Black people felt that 
cisgender heterosexual men took center 
stage. This is not a new phenomenon; 
during the Civil Rights protests, the 
movement focused largely on Black 
cisgender heterosexual men despite 
Black women and queer people fighting 
valiantly alongside them. Being Black 
and LGBTQ+ means coming to terms 
with the fact that Black culture heavily 
relies on certain queerphobic Judeo-
Christian beliefs, and that the LGBTQ+ 
community is still predominantly white 
and thus falls victim to perpetuating 
white supremacy. Black queer people 
often sit at a crossroads and feel like 
they are forced to choose which part of 
their identity they will express or repress 
when interacting with either community. 

BLM highlights the disproportionate 
discrimination of Black people; however, 
queer people are often left out of this 
conversation. In 2020, there was an 
alarming increase in violence against 
transgender and gender-nonconforming 
people; at least 44 people were killed last 
year alone, not including violence against 
LGBTQ+ people that goes underreported 
or misreported through misgendering. 

This is why I curated the “Black and 
Proud” Spotify playlist. I want to let 
people know that Black queer people 
deserve a space at the table with their 
cisgender heterosexual counterparts. In 
spite of all the negativity from society, 
Black queer people thrive and create 
beautiful art that does not have to 
choose between being Black or queer. 
Representing artists from everywhere on 
the spectrum, this playlist incorporates 
queer classics everyone can enjoy! 

Access the playlist at ricethresher.org. 
 

PLAYLIST

Black and Proud
PLAYLIST

Black and Proud

COURTESY SAWYER YARDSCOURTESY SAWYER YARDS

CALEB DUKES
FOR THE THRESHER

Even as many movie and TV show 
releases get pushed farther and farther 
back due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Hollywood Foreign Press Association 
still managed to pull together a list of 
nominees that they think represent the 
best of the best of this year, despite the 
smaller-than-usual pool. The Golden 
Globes, often described as the precursor 
— and sometimes inferior sibling — to the 
Oscars and the Emmys, are happening 
this Sunday, Feb. 28 and I will be taking 
you through my predictions for the 
biggest categories in film and (some) 

television. Buckle up … because, once 
again, it is very beige.

Best Motion Picture – Drama
Should Win: “Promising Young 

Woman”
Will Win: “The Trial of the Chicago 7”
Least Expected Nomination: “The 

Father”
Biggest Snub: “Minari”
Probably the biggest category of 

the night and the best indicator of 
the Best Picture winner at the Oscars, 
“Best Motion Picture – Drama” is filled 
with some … choices this year. Netflix 
dominates, as they often do these days, 
with two nominees, “Mank” and “The 

Trial of the Chicago 7.” While the latter 
will probably take the win due to its 
timely subject matter and big name cast, 
I will keep my hopes up for “Promising 
Young Woman,” my favorite film of 
the year and an excellent commentary 
on consent and complicity. However, 
I absolutely must acknowledge the 
snubbing of “Minari,” the story of a 
Korean, immigrant family starting a 
new life on an American farm. The 
groundbreaking film is making waves 
at the Critics’ Choice and Screen Actors 
Guild Awards, but did not break into any 
of the main categories at the Globes and 
I smell racism.

Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy
Should Win: “Borat Subsequent 

Moviefilm”
Will Win: “Hamilton”
Least Expected Nomination: “Music”
Biggest Snub: “Emma.”
Having negative feelings surrounding 

the “Borat” movies is very, very fair. 
However, in a year with very little 
comedy, it was nice to see something that 
cracks a joke at our collective misery and 
exposes a predator along the way. Will 
it win? Maybe. But I think “Hamilton” 
has probably got it considering what a 
massive push Disney+ made following its 
release. How “Music” got in here, I have 
no idea; Sia’s directorial debut was seen 
as quite offensive to many viewers on the 
autism spectrum and was just generally 
not well rated. I’m exhausted.

This article has been condensed for 
print. Read the full list of predictions 
online at ricethresher.org.

Predicting the 2021 Golden Globe Awards

IllustratIon by DalIa GulcaIllustratIon by DalIa Gulca



BEN BAKER-KATZ
SPORTS EDITOR

The Rice men’s track and field team 
placed No. 4 overall at the Conference USA 
Indoor Championships this past weekend. 
Relying in large part on the “field” half of 
their name, the Owls owned the medal stand 
in the pole vault and took home the gold in 
the weight throw, giving Rice 88 points for 
the weekend. The Owls were just two points 
shy of the University of Texas, San Antonio, 
who placed third.

Head coach Jon Warren said that he 
didn’t know what to expect heading into the 
meet, but was pleasantly surprised by many 
of the event outcomes.

“This meet had a lot of surprises, but 
then again, since this was both our indoor 

championships and our first meet of the 
season, we really didn’t know what to 
expect,” Warren said. “That being said, we 
had a number of things that were beyond 
what we could have expected.”

Perhaps the most surprising event of 
the weekend was the pole vault, in which 
the Owls took first, second and third 
place. That clean sweep of the podium 
earned the Owls 24 of their 88 points in 
a single event.

“Going 1-2-3 in the pole vault was 
huge,” Warren said. “That whole group 
was amazing and in different ways, they 
were all very impressive.”

Redshirt sophomore Alex Slinkman 
cleared a personal best 5.19 meters on 
his third and final attempt, enough to 
give him first place. He was followed by 

redshirt sophomores Thomas Pratt and 
Natan Rivera in second and third.

While the rest of the world may have 
been surprised at the result, Slinkman 
was not.

“I knew it was going to be the three of 
us on the podium when I looked at the 
entry list a few days prior,” he said.

Slinkman was also proud to be a part 
of this historic meet, as this was the first 
time Rice has swept the pole vault event 
in the history of the school.

“It was something we [have] wanted 
for years,” Slinkman said of the sweep. 
“I feel pride in our accomplishment and 
appreciation for our shared experiences.”

Though pole vault was figuratively 
the biggest surprise of the weekend, the 
literal biggest surprise is reserved for 
junior thrower Nick “Big Nick” Hicks. 
With a career-long heave of 21.30 meters, 
Hicks shattered the school record for the 
weighted throw and beat the next closest 
throw by almost two full meters to put 
him atop the podium.

“For Nick, we hoped he would win, 
but were surprised by how far he threw,” 
Warren said.

Hicks’ record currently sits at No. 15 in 
the NCAA so far this season.

Other Owls who graced the medal 
stand included redshirt junior Alex 
Topini, who finished second in the mile 
with a personal record time of 4:07.13, 
and redshirt freshman Chris Rivera, 
whose 16.17-meter throw in the shot put 
was also enough for a silver medal.

This meet capped off a wild week for 
the Owls and the entire state of Texas. 
The blanket of snow and ice across the 

state led to practice delays and constant 
changing of flights throughout the week. 

“[The weather] was a real challenge,” 
Warren said. “We had so many flights 
canceled and rescheduled that, in the 
end, it seemed like a victory to just get to 
the meet.”

On top of the inclement weather, 
the pandemic had already caused 
problems for the Owls in terms of how 
their season was scheduled. The biggest 
challenge posed by COVID-19 was the 
absence of meets leading up to the 
C-USA Championship. This past weekend 
was the first time the track team had 
competed in 364 days.

“Not having any meets prior to this 
weekend is not the best way to prepare 
for a championship, but then again we 
are in a very unique time,” Warren said. 
“I think our guys really understand 
this uniqueness and adapted very well 
to special circumstances. They were 
presented with a once-in-a-lifetime 
challenge and handled it extremely well. 
I am very impressed by every member of 
this team.”

DANIEL SCHRAGER
SPORTS EDITOR

The Rice Women’s track and field team 
placed No. 4 out of the 12 teams at the 
Conference USA Indoor Track and Field 
Championships over the weekend in their 
first meet of the season. The Owls finished 
the meet with a total of 75.50 points, 33.50 
shy of first place, the University of Southern 
Mississippi. Sophomore distance runner 
Grace Forbes stole the show for the Owls, 
setting a school and meet record in the one-
mile run, and scoring more points than any 
other participant over the weekend. 

Forbes, who placed first in both the mile 
and the 3,000 meter, was one of two Owls to 
earn an individual gold, along with junior 
shot putter Erna Gunnarsdóttir. The Owls also 
took first place in the distance medley relay. 
After the meet, head coach Jim Bevan said he 
was proud of how the team competed.

“I was exceptionally happy with our 
competitiveness, spirit and performance 
this weekend,” Bevan said. “We had a few 
personal bests this weekend, as well as many 
[athletes] that had bests [for] their first meet 
[of] a season.”

Forbes completed the mile-run in 
4:37.53, breaking the previous meet record 
of 4:39.61, and beating the No. 2 finisher 
by nearly 24 seconds. It is the No. 11 fastest 
mark in the NCAA this season. The record-
breaking mile is the latest in a growing list of 
accomplishments for Forbes who was named 
an NCAA Indoor All-American last year as a 
freshman. But according to Forbes, the record 
wasn’t even on her mind going into the race. 
Due to the winter storm that affected much of 
Texas last week, Forbes said that her routine 
had been thrown out of whack.

“Going into this meet I was unsure of what 
I was capable of, since this week had been so 
hectic,” Forbes said. “Due to the storm, I had 
been without water or power, and I hadn’t 
been able to sleep in my own bed for three 
days before the competition, so I was having 
a very hard time recovering from this week’s 
workouts.”

According to Forbes, because of these 
setbacks, she wasn’t expecting to be at her 
best.

“Coach Bevan and I talked and decided 
that I would not be racing for fast times 
this meet but instead try to place as well 
as possible, in order to conserve energy,” 
Forbes said. “But the school record 
came rather organically, and it was quite 
surprising to me.”

While Forbes was the only Owl to medal 
in an individual track event, a number of 
others just missed the podium. Sophomore 
Justice Coutee-McCullum took No. 4 in the 
60 meter hurdles, while freshman Taigen 
Hunter-Galvan took No. 4 in the 800 meter. 
Meanwhile, freshman Eliza Kraule took No. 
5 in the pentathlon. According to Kraule, 
while balancing each of the different events 
of the pentathlon can be difficult, she was 

able to succeed by focusing on one event at 
a time.

“There are so many things that can 
happen over five different events,” Kraule 
said. “I try to focus on each individual event 
to not get overwhelmed. When I’m done 
with one event, I don’t analyze what I could 
have done better, I just move forward and 
focus on doing my best in the next one.”

Highlighted by Gunnarsdóttir’s shot 
put, a number of Owls also put up strong 
showings in the field portion of the meet. 
Gunnarsdóttir put up a personal-best shot 
put of 16.95 meters, topping her previous 
best of 16.19 meters with a mark that ranks 
No. 9 in the NCAA this year. The only other 
Owl aside from Gunnarsdóttir to place in a 
field event was sophomore thrower Tara 
Simpson-Sullivan, who earned third place in 
the weight throw. Redshirt-freshman Ginnie 

Okafor placed No. 5 in the triple jump with a 
personal best of 12.11 meters.

The meet capped a challenging week 
of preparation for the Owls, who hadn’t 
competed in a meet since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Although they 
had scheduled a meet for last weekend 
in order to prepare for the conference 
championships, it was canceled due to the 
weather. As training for the meet ramped 
up, last week’s weather disrupted the team’s 
preparation as well. Bevan said that he was 
proud of how his team was able to adjust to 
these difficult circumstances.

“It had been one entire year since we 
had competed. One year,” Bevan said. “On 
top of that we had bad weather in Houston 
for almost ten days leading up to the 
meet, some days not able to practice. We 
performed exceptionally well, I thought.”

SPORTS
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Women’s T & F places fourth at C-USA Indoor Championships behind Forbes’s record day

Men’s track jumps, throws their way to fourth place at C-USA Indoor Championships

Sophomore distance runner Grace Forbes crosses the finish line at the Conference USA Indoor Championships. Forbes, who set a school and meet 
record in the one-mile run, helped Rice to a No. 4 finish over the weekend.

PHOTO COURTESY CONFERENCE USA

Junior thrower Nick Hicks participates in the weight throw at the Conference USA Indoor 
Championships. Hicks set a school record in the weight throw and helped the Owls take No. 4. 

PHOTO COURTESY CONFERENCE USA

[Our team] was 
presented with a once-
in-a-lifetime challenge, 
and handled it extremely 
well. 
Jon Warren
Men’s Track and Field Head Coach
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WANTED

The Backpage is satire, written this week by Timmy Mansfield and Simona Matovic, edited by Statistics Matovic and designed by Simona Macancun.  To place a bet, please email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

Events more likely than what happened at Rice last week

In case you somehow missed it, a lot happened at Rice University last week. First, a historic snowstorm 
and well-below freezing temperatures in Houston caused mass blackouts (mass blackouts in the area 

usually only occur on Beer Bike), water outages and dangerous road conditions. 

On Monday, these conditions 
led to an excess of hundreds 

of vaccines that needed to 
be distributed as quickly as 

possible. This resulted in what 
can only be described as an 

Opposite Day Baker 13: Hundreds 
of students sprinting across 

campus in the maximum number 
of clothing layers possible.

The conditions also caused 
what is known as a “Spring 

Breakdown”: a week of 
classes canceled, but coupled 
with the nightly anguish of not 
knowing whether class would 
be held or assignments due 

the next day. Off-campus and 
remote Texas students got a 
camping-style “Alternative 

Spring Breakdown,” the same 
experience but in powerless, 

waterless, unheated 
conditions with limited to no 

access to the Internet. 

Finally, on Wednesday, the 
conditions even caused Senator 
Ted Cruz to reverse his stance on 
foreign policy. Pivoting from his 
usual take that the U.S. build a 

wall on the Texas-Mexico border 
and make Mexico pay for it, 

Cruz traveled to Cancun to pay 
for a stay at the Ritz-Carlton to 
proudly promote open borders 
and contribute to the Mexican 

economy.

We asked a Rice statistician what the odds of all of these events occurring were, and she graciously 
provided the Backpage with a list of events more likely to occur than the events of last week to put 

everything in perspective.

Getting 
an A+ in Orgo: 

It seems 
impossible, and the 

chances are quite slim, 
but you’ve got a better 

shot at this feat than the 
events that led to the 

shots distributed 
last week.

Willy being taken down:
Rice admin was pretty 

confident in asserting that 
students would get vaccines 

by February and the most 
they could say about Willy’s 
Statue is that both sides had 
valid points. In spite of that, 

statistically, Willy going down 
was indeed more likely.

Sleeping eight hours: 
Even if you’re smart enough 

to dedicate eight hours 
to actually sleeping, it’s 

unknown if any human is able 
to sleep through the sounds 

of someone pushing their 
entire weight into moving the 
chair on the floor above you. 
Nevertheless, our measures 
prove that this phenomenon 

is more likely to occur.

WebWork working 
properly for an entire 

week:
Maybe WebWork’s 

servers are barraged 
by ice storms every day 
and we should cut them 
more slack. More likely, 

WebWork sucks.

Anyone showing up to 
Orientation Week lunch: 

Saturday at noon? No one wants 
to get up by then anyway, but 
even fewer want to wake up to 

talk with people with whom they 
only have in common an amateur 
DIY poster from their first day at 
Rice. Sources confirm, however, 

that this has happened more 
than once. 
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