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Rice’s Crisis Management Team reported 15 
positive tests and a positivity rate of 0.31 percent 
from Nov. 3 through Nov. 9, the highest weekly 
positivity rate this semester.

Of the 15 positive tests this week, five were from 
undergraduate students, five were from graduate 
students, four were from staff members and one 
was from a faculty member. In addition to the 15 
positive tests administered by Rice, there was one 
self-reported positive test from an outside test 
provider.

The second-highest number of weekly positive 
tests was seen during the previous week. Between 

Oct. 27 and Nov. 2, Crisis Management reported 
12 positive tests plus one self-reported positive 
test from an outside test provider that week, for a 
positivity rate of 0.3 percent.

Kevin Kirby, chair of the Crisis Management 
Advisory Committee, said that based on contact 
tracing efforts, the Crisis Management Team 
believes that most of these cases came from off 
campus.

“They weren’t from any one school, they 
weren’t from any one residential college, they 
weren’t from any one building. They weren’t all 
undergrads, they weren’t all grads. It’s just all 
over the place. And you can count on one hand 
the number of cases we believe were from an on-
campus transmission, since Aug. 1,” Kirby said.

Kirby said in the COVID-19 Response Weekly 
Update for Nov. 9 that the Rice positivity rate 
increased to 0.3 percent for each of the past 
two weeks.

“These numbers are a reminder that we must 
stay vigilant both on and off campus and engage 
in personal health practices that protect ourselves 
and others,” Kirby wrote.

On Oct. 30, there were 19 positive tests, 17 of 
which were found to be false positives, from one 
of Rice’s test providers. Jerusha Kasch, director of 
Institutional Crisis Management at Rice, said at 
the Student Association Senate meeting on Nov. 2 
that it was an extremely high number of positive 
tests. 

SEE COVID NUMBERS PAGE 2

SEE MEMORIAL PAGE 6

Last 7 days as of Nov. 10, 2020 Total tests since Aug. 1, 2020

4,641 tests 58,085 tests
16 positive tests 73 positive tests
0.34% positivity rate 0.13% positivity rate

Crisis Management reports highest weekly 
positivity rate all semester

31 undergraduate
28 faculty & staff13 graduate

positive tests since Aug.  1
positive tests since Aug. 1positive tests since Aug . 1
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2020 has been action-packed for 
everyone and Bryan Washington is no 
exception. For this acclaimed writer and 
Rice English professor, this year brought 
about great positive changes. His much-
anticipated debut novel, “Memorial,” was 
published last month by Riverhead Books. 
Picked up for adaptation by entertainment 
company A24 prior to publication, the 
novel’s release made waves in literary and 
television communities alike. A native 

Houstonian, Washington published his 
award-winning short story collection, 
“Lot,” last year and was appointed Rice’s 
first Scholar-in-Residence for Racial 
Justice in July, a title he holds alongside 
his distinction as George Guion Williams 
Writer in Residence.

“Memorial” follows Mike and Ben, a 
young gay couple living in Houston, as 
they navigate their complex romantic 
relationship in addition to confusing 
familial relationships. Mike feels a sense 
of duty towards his dying father, and goes 
to Osaka, Japan to care for him in his last 

days. Meanwhile, Ben is left to deal with 
his life back in Houston while living with 
Mike’s mother whom he had previously 
never met. 

The main characters’ identities as 
LGBTQ+ people of color are a focal point 
of the novel. Washington said that one 
of his main motivations for writing this 
story was the lack of representation in 
literary circles of both POC and LGBTQ+ 
individuals who existed outside their 
hardships.  

“A large part of wanting to write 
about queer folks from marginalized 

communities was wanting to read 
about queer folks from marginalized 
communities,”  Washington said. “[I 
wanted] to read a narrative featuring 
folks from this community that did not 
capitalize on their trauma solely.” 

“Memorial” draws on many of 
Washington’s own experiences of 
Houston, a connection he also emphasized 
as part of his writing process. 

“A large part of what is so exciting to get 
to write about a city like Houston is that 
it’s full of so many nooks and crannies and 

New Horizons: Bryan Washington talks debut novel and A24 
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There was another spike in positive 
cases in late September and early October. 
There were seven positive tests from Sept. 
22 through Sept. 28, and 10 positive tests 
from Sept. 29 through Oct. 5.

Dean of Undergraduates Bridget Gorman 
canceled all in-person events at McMurtry 
College starting Oct. 2 after three off-campus 
students and one on-campus student 
from McMurtry College tested positive for 
COVID-19. In addition to canceling in-person 
events, Gorman had McMurtry students 
test twice a week for the weeks of Sept. 28 
and Oct. 5. McMurtry has since returned to 
allowing in-person events.

“We’re pretty certain [the source of the 
spread] is off campus,” Kasch said of the 
increase in positive cases at McMurtry.

From Oct. 6 through Oct. 26, there 
were nine positive tests total on Rice’s 
campus, for a positivity rate of 0.06 
percent over those three weeks. However, 
positive tests in the greater Houston area 
have been increasing since Sept. 21. The 
Texas Medical Center reports a steady 
increase in weekly averages of daily new 
COVID-19 positive cases. In addition, 
the percentage of positive tests across 
TMC hospital systems has increased 
from 3.4 percent in the week of Sept. 21 
to 4.3 percent in the week of Nov. 2. The 
Texas Medical Center currently reports 
a positivity rate of 4.5 percent in the 

greater Houston area, compared to the 
positivity rate of 0.3 percent at Rice for 
the past two weeks.

According to Kirby, the difference 
between testing at Rice and testing in the 
greater Houston area is that, in general, 
the majority of positive tests at Rice are 
from asymptomatic cases.

“For the people who are testing in 
the greater Houston area, it’s not easy to 
access testing. Most people are motivated 
to get a test when they’re symptomatic,” 
Kirby said. “They’re not testing 
asymptomatic people, generally, as 
much as we are, so we’re catching people 
who either would never know they had 
COVID or catching it before they become 
symptomatic.”

Kirby said that in the coming months, 
as people spend more time indoors and 
they spend more time together over the 
holidays, it will continue to be important 
to maintain health practices.

“Don’t let your guard down. Because 
it’s pervasive, you should assume that 
you’ll encounter it with family members, 
at the grocery store, with other people, 
and you need to keep your distance, you 
need to wear a mask all the time,” Kirby 
said. “Wearing a mask all the time is the 
single most important thing you can do. 
People are getting fatigue, COVID fatigue, 
from all of these different changes in 
how they live, and we really can’t let our 
guard down, especially over the coming 
months.”

NEWS
THE RICE THRESHER2 • WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2020

TALHA ARIF
ASST NEWS EDITOR

Sidizens are preparing for move-in to 
the new Sid Richardson College building 
for the spring semester by participating 
in room draw and parking jack and using 
PODS located at various residential 
colleges in the coming weeks.

On-campus Sidizens lived this semester 
at Brown College, Duncan College, Martel 
College, McMurtry College and Wiess 
College, according to Sid President Nia 
Prince.

Sid Magister Michel Achard said the 
biggest challenge will be organizing the 
move for all Sidizens who are currently 
housed in different colleges as well as off 
campus.

“We were told that the building should 
be finished for the first day of school next 
semester,” Achard said. “In case of delay, 
different levels of priority have been given 
to the different areas of the building so 
that the building can be fully completed 
and regular college operations can be 
carried out without any problems.”

Prince said at a college meeting on 
Nov. 2 that Sidizens should not move back 
on campus if they are not comfortable 
with spring COVID-19 guidelines being 
similar to the fall.

“If you are thinking about new Sid for 
next semester, and you do not like the 
guidelines that are currently on campus, 
and you’re not comfortable with the 

COVID-19 restrictions and that kind of 
lifestyle, you’re probably not going to 
enjoy it and you really should not move 
into this situation,” Prince, a senior, said.

PODS will be provided for on-campus 
Sidizens and off-campus Sidizens who are 
moving into new Sid, and students will 
not have to pay to use them, according to 
Sid Vice President Sarah Mozden. Mozden 
said Sidizens who are staying on campus 
over winter break will be able to stay in 
whichever college they are currently in 
and move into new Sid after the break. 

David McDonald, senior business 
director for Housing and Dining, said H&D 
has added serving and production capacity 
at Seibel Servery in anticipation of a third 
college being added to the servery.

“These upgrades will definitely handle 
the slight increase in numbers when new 
Sid opens, since we are nowhere near 
normal capacity during the pandemic,” 
McDonald said. “For the spring semester, 
we are waiting to hear from the colleges 
about student intentions to live on 
campus … once we know how many 
students are attending in the spring, we 
will have a better idea of how to manage 
the capacity.”

For room draw, Sidizens can request a 
“bucket” group of up to six other students 
to select rooms with at the same time, 
according to Sid Vice President Nyla Vela. 
In this system, up to three roommate pairs 
can sign up to choose their new rooms 
together, though it does not guarantee 

that everyone in a “bucket” will get placed 
on the same floor.

“So that gives you a higher chance of 
getting the same floor in the interest of 
keeping your friends on the same floor so 
you could see them during these times,” 
Vela, a junior, said.

Mozden said at the meeting there will 
be set freshmen rooms assigned to each 
floor, with floors having half freshmen 
and half upperclassmen.

“This will allow [freshmen] to kind of 
just branch out and hopefully get a little 
bit more of a mentorship relationship 
with other Sidizens … because that is 
something that Sid has always valued 
in the past, making sure freshmen 
are allowed to mingle with other 
upperclassmen,” Mozden, a junior, said.

Mozden said sixth floor of new Sid will 
be the designated quarantine floor for 
Sidizens who are not positive for COVID-19 
but may need to quarantine, because it is 
the lowest small residential floor. 

“[Quarantining] students can take 
the staircase rather than the elevators 
because we’re not allowing quarantining 
students on the elevator, for safety 
reasons,” Mozden said. “So it allows them 
to have their own staircase, where they 
don’t have to travel up 13 flights of stairs.”

Vela said planning for room draw 
is difficult because there is still a lot of 
uncertainty among students.

“It’s really hard for students to come to 
us and say, ‘I am definitely going to live on 

campus next semester’ because we really 
just don’t know the state of the nation, 
and also the state of people’s individual 
lives,” Vela said. 

Mozden said their biggest priority is 
moving in students safely.

“We don’t want any of our students 
feeling pressured to make a decision and 
we want to make sure that we move them 
in as safely as we possibly can,” Mozden 
said. “I was an [Orientation] Week 
coordinator [this year] and it was already 
pretty tough to move in our freshmen 
safely then.”

Priyanka Velappan, another O-Week 
coordinator at Sid this year, said if any 
of the remote new students ask for help 
in finding a roommate, the coordinators 
would be more than happy to help them 
find a pair. Velappan, who was remote 
this semester but hopes to move into new 
Sid in the spring, said she is excited to 
have the Sid community back together 
again.

“This semester has been a bit of 
diaspora for everyone at Sid, but it will 
definitely be nice to be back in our own 
space and reunite,” Velappan, a junior, 
said. “I think it’ll especially be great for 
new students who haven’t been able to 
experience Sid culture in its full capacity 
quite yet, and hopefully we’ll also have 
additional resources and technology to 
continue to include students who will 
be remote throughout next semester as 
well.”

Sidizens prepare for move-in to new Sid in the spring

APPLE LI / THRESHER
Students at Sid Richardson College prepare to move in to their new building, which is expected to be completed by January. Sidizens are now participating in rooming and 
parking jacks, and moving their belongings into PODS storage units. 
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Rice professor José Onuchic has been appointed by 
Pope Francis as one of the 80 members of the Pontifical 
Academy of Sciences based in the Vatican. The scholars 
of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences advise the 
Catholic Church on scientific matters such as climate 
change and technology, according to Raymond Cook, 
chaplain and director of the Rice Catholic Student 
Center and Campus Ministry.

Onuchic, a physics, chemistry and biosciences 
professor and co-director at the Center for Theoretical 
Biological Physics, said member selection is not based 
on personal religion. Prospective academicians are 
nominated by current members, and the pope confers 
the lifetime appointment, according to Onuchic.

“I’m Catholic by [coincidence] but they don’t have to 
be,” Onuchic said. “They can be whatever they are, but 

the point is to have inside the Vatican someone that’s 
appointed to put a perspective of science in the ways 
that [the Church makes] policy.”

According to Onuchic, his research at Rice 
involving physics, computation and medical methods 
has implications for biology and medicine. Areas of 
investigation at the Center for Theoretical Biological 
Physics include genome structure and cancer modeling, 
he said.

“It’s not like my science [research] affects directly 
what they do, but for example, [if the Academy wants to 
report] about genome editing and the problems of that, 
the effect of that, we work on the topic,” Onuchic said. 
“We have [the] expertise to say something intelligent 
about the subject.”

According to Onuchic, facts are crucial for the 
church’s pronouncements on science-related issues, 
especially in a time of anti-science sentiments and 
disputes about the relationship between faith and 
science.

“There’s a big argument that religion and science 
cannot live together, which I think is completely wrong. 
I think they shouldn’t mix, but they can live together,” 
Onuchic said.

Onuchic said his selection for the very small and 
influential organization, where a third of the members 
are Nobel laureates, is an honor for him and Rice.

“For Rice, that shows that we have a [reputation] 
in science that basically we’re recognized worldwide,” 
Onuchic said. “For me it was special in [that] I grew up 
in a Catholic family in Brazil.”

Onuchic gave a talk on genome research in an 
Academy meeting two years ago, he said. Non-member 
scientists are often invited to their conferences, 
according to Onuchic.

“I always joke with people [that the presentation] 
was like their entrance exam,” Onuchic said.

The Academy’s vetting process is long and intense, 
according to Cook; inquiries about prospective members 
are made within and outside of the Catholic Church. He 
said the Vatican was already considering Onuchic in 2016.

“The Catholic Church is completely supportive of 
the scientific method and that’s why they have this 
pontifical society,” Cook said. “[Onuchic’s appointment 
is] a great mark on the university, something they 
should be proud of [because] it’s a very, very well-
respected position.”

Doug Natelson, chair of the Rice physics and 
astronomy department, said Onuchic’s appointment is 
well deserved.

“It’s great that the international community 
continues to recognize his foundational contributions 
to the physics of living things,” Natelson said.

Rice physics professor 
appointed to Vatican 
science academy

HEARD AROUND CAMPUS
“I feel like a weight has been lifted off my shoulders. I am very thankful 
that the country will have a steady hand at the helm again who respects 
our democractic processes and institutions.” JEFFREY MICHEL

LOVETT COLLEGE SENIOR

MEAGAN HALE
DUNCAN COLLEGE SENIOR

“My first time voting was in the 2016 election, and it was a completely 
different experience. I voted opposite of my parents, and I felt that I was 
freer to do that this election since I’m not living with them.”

CALEB DUKES
LOVETT COLLEGE JUNIOR

“For the past four years there has been an unending fear of losing 
everything for people of color, queer people, womxn, immigrants, the sick 
... The week was rough for a pessimist like myself, but when I woke up to a 
text from my mom that Biden had won, I cried tears of joy.”

KAYLA SHELKEY
DUNCAN COLLEGE SOPHOMORE

“Campus is supposed to be a place where free speech and thought thrives, 
but I feel like this election made it more evident that this isn’t necessarily 
the case for all students.”COURTESY THE CENTER FOR THEORETICAL BIOLOGICAL PHYSICS

Rice professor José Onuchic has been appointed by 
Pope Francis to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences. 

“If we want to see real, sustainable change from this White House, we will 
have to continue to push them and hold them accountable. This isn't the 
finish line — it's just a break on the long marathon fight we're in.”

LESLIE LOREDO
JONES COLLEGE SENIOR

BRANDON GAN
WIESS COLLEGE SENIOR, PRESIDENT OF RICE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE REPUBLICANS

“Let's hope that we can stay unified as a country and respect each other's 
ideas, because there's obviously a lot of people on both sides that are very 
passionate about their perspectives.”

SHIFA RAHMAN
LOVETT COLLEGE JUNIOR

“I'm leery about the notion that all of a sudden Biden winning this election is 
going to solve everything.”

ILLUSTRATION BY NDIDI NWOSU
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This past Friday, Rice Left offered 
unabashed support for a so-called 
“Palestinian feminist icon” named Leila 
Khaled. Make no mistake: Khaled, who 
they refer to as a “liberation activist,” is, in 
every sense of the word, a terrorist. In 1969, 
Khaled and a group of fellow terrorists 
hijacked a civilian flight from Rome to Tel 
Aviv and planted bombs in the nose of the 
plane, which were detonated moments after 
the passengers, children and elderly among 
them, had hastily exited the plane. The plane 
having been diverted to Damascus, two 
Israeli civilians aboard the flight were held 
hostage by the Syrian government for three 
months after being delivered by the hijackers.

One year later, she initiated another 
hijacking of a civilian flight. Equipped 
with a grenade that she had hidden in 
her brassiere, Khaled forced her way into 
the cockpit, where, in an act of extreme 
heroism, the pilot sent the plane into a 
nosedive, allowing a group of equally 
heroic passengers to immobilize her as she 
unsuccessfully grabbed for the gun that she 
had hidden in her underwear. Meanwhile, 
her partner shot and killed a steward before 
the pilot finally regained control of the plane 
and safely landed it at Heathrow Airport in 
London. Khaled was subsequently released 
from prison in exchange for hostages from a 
related hijacking. 

When San Francisco State University 
attempted to host an event featuring Khaled 
a little over a month ago, it received intense 
backlash culminating in Zoom CEO Eric 
Yuan’s refusal to air the event on his platform. 
From a legal perspective, Yuan was not only 
well within his rights in canceling the event 
but was in fact obligated under 18 U.S. Code 

§ 2339B to do so. The statute prohibits the 
provision of “material support or resources to 
a foreign terrorist organization,” and, given 
Khaled’s status as a member of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine — an 
officially designated terrorist organization 
responsible for “large-scale international 
attacks in the 1960s and 1970s,” as well as 
“numerous terror attacks against Israeli 
civilians in Israel and the West Bank” — Zoom 
could have faced serious legal repercussions 
had it hosted such an event.

 However, I did not author this piece 
to provide legal 
justification for 
Zoom’s decision. I 
wrote this piece in 
response to Rice 
Left’s call to rescind 
Mr. Yuan’s invitation 
to speak at Rice as a 
result of his “vicious 
suppression and 
censorship” of Leila 
Khaled, his “intimate 
connection to the 
Israeli tech industry” and his association 
with “companies complicit in the illegal 
occupation of Palestine.” The latter two 
reasons and the blatant anti-Semitism 
inherent in the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanction movement that produces such 
reasoning are extremely troubling.

Ever since its founding in 1948, Israel has 
been subjected to a disproportionate level of 
criticism. This is particularly evident at the 
United Nations, where, from 2012 to 2015, 
nearly 90 percent of all General Assembly 
resolutions involving country-specific 
criticism targeted Israel. Furthermore, in 

November 2019, Ken Roth, the head of 
Human Rights Watch, directed 93 percent 
of his accusations of illegal activity at 
Israel. Amnesty International also exhibits 
a similar anti-Israel bias, albeit to a slightly 
lesser extent.

The campaign to demonize the only 
Jewish state on the planet is nothing new, 
but to see it rear its ugly head at Rice is 
disheartening nonetheless. To all the Rice 
students who support the blacklisting of “the 
Israeli tech industry,” do you also support 
the blacklisting of the Chinese tech industry 

or the Russian 
tech industry? 
That would make 
sense given that 
China and Russia 
have a combined 
Freedom Score 
of 30 to Israel’s 
76. To all the Rice 
students who seek 
to boycott, divest 
from and sanction 
companies that 

do business in Israel, do you also plan to 
speak out against the atrocities perpetrated 
on a regular basis in Syria and Iran? This 
would also make sense given that these two 
countries have a combined Freedom Score of 
just 17.

Rice Left claims that Zoom’s cancellation 
of the Leila Khaled event is an affront 
to “the safety and academic freedom of 
Palestinians, human rights defenders, and 
all marginalized students and communities” 
and a violation of “university policies and 
commitments to … racial justice.” This is 
the same organization that staged a walkout 

during a Houston Hillel event in which a pair 
of former soldiers from the Israeli Defense 
Forces encouraged dialogue between 
Israelis and Palestinians — remarking that 
“Palestinians are not our enemies, nor have 
they ever been our enemies.” Five years later, 
Rice Left is not only tolerating but actively 
defending a known terrorist who believes 
that the Second Intifada was not violent 
enough. The dichotomy is striking.

When the soldiers whose event was 
disrupted by Rice Left introduced themselves 
prior to the walkout, they said that they were 
there to “share their stories.” Unfortunately, 
it seems to me that the only stories that Rice 
Left wants to hear as it pertains to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict are those that perpetuate 
the grossly antisemitic narrative of Israel 
as an illegitimate nation and its citizens 
as oppressors worthy of violence. Rice 
Left claims to promote “racial and gender 
equality, socioeconomic justice, and LGBTQ 
justice.” History has shown, however, that the 
purveyors of the most dangerous ideologies 
often use the guise of justice as a shield 
against criticism and a front behind which to 
spread vicious lies that are antithetical to the 
same doctrine of justice that they purport to 
represent. How long until we remove the veil 
off of Rice Left’s flagrant anti-Semitism?

OPINION

Urge Rice Left to rethink its support for terrorists

DAVID GETTER
WILL RICE COLLEGE
SOPHOMORE

The campaign to demonize 
the only Jewish state on 
the planet is nothing 
new, but to see it rear 
its ugly head at Rice is 
disheartening nonetheless.

Have an opinion? Submit your 
draft to thresher@rice.edu.

After three and a half excruciatingly 
long days, the race for president was called 
for Joe Biden on Saturday morning by the 
Associated Press and other major media 
organizations. This was a historic moment, 
as Kamala Harris is poised to become the first 
woman, the first Black person and the first 
South Asian person to hold the office of vice 
president. 

For many, the election results were cause 
for celebration — or at least relief. For others, 
including those with political views to both 
the right and to the left of the president-elect, 
an incoming Biden administration was no 
reason to pop champagne bottles. 

Regardless of political leanings, it felt like 
we were waiting forever for Nov. 3 to arrive. 
And now that it’s come and gone, feelings of 
happiness, disappointment, or a mix of both 
may feel like they’re settling in for good. But 
the work did not end on Saturday. Your work, 
whatever it may be, should continue. 

In the months leading up to the election, 
and in the years that have unfolded during 
the presidency of Donald Trump, Rice 
students have put in work for the political 
causes they believe in. The Rice University 
Young Democrats and the Rice University 

College Republicans have debated against 
each other, supported opposing candidates 
and worked together on voter registration 
drives. Following the 2016 election, Civic Duty 
Rice came onto the scene to offer students 
a nonpartisan path to getting involved 
politically, and Rice 
Left has shown 
up in recent years 
to provide leftist 
students with a 
space to discuss and 
organize. There have 
been shorter-lived 
groups organizing 
around particular 
candidates — Rice 
Students for Beto, 
Owls for Bernie and 
most recently, Rice for Biden (and the short-
lived Rice Against Biden).

Outside the realm of explicit political 
organizing, Rice students have also 
coalesced to take action on issues of 
social and racial justice on campus. In the 
aftermath of George Floyd’s murder, which 
ushered in a reckoning with racial injustice 
across the nation, students organized to 

create Rice for Black Life in May and hosted 
remote fundraisers to support local Black 
liberatory organizations. Around the same 
time, Black students also circulated a list 
of demands to improve Black students’ 
access and visibility on campus, foster 

greater racial 
sensitivity among 
administrative and 
residential entities 
and make Rice’s 
curriculum more 
inclusive. Students 
have taken those 
demands into 
their own hands 
by adamantly 
protesting for 
the removal of 

the Founder’s Memorial statue with 
daily sit-ins, projections, an open letter 
to the administration and local media 
coverage. Students have also looked after 
our community with Rice Mutual Aid, 
by supporting the Houston Coalition 
for Equitable Development Without 
Displacement and in a number of other 
ways not listed in this editorial.

We have implored the administration to 
take decisive action to meet those demands 
and publicly respond to the protests against 
the statue, and we reiterate those charges 
now. Furthermore, we implore students to 
resist seeing these efforts as issues of the 
past or battles that have been won — our 
community needs continued energy and 
support from students. 

Moreover, we urge everyone on and off 
campus to channel any energy you had 
surrounding the election toward causes you 
believe in. There will be more elections (this 
one isn’t even over), and there will also be 
more voter suppression, natural disasters, 
gentrification and communities who need 
help. Whatever work you do to help your 
community, don’t lose sight of the change 
you wish to see and keep going.

While Biden’s campaign ran on promises 
of diversity and inclusion, his administration 
will not magically erase the long-standing 
social inequalities that have boiled to the 
surface over the last four years. Whether 
you support the president-elect or not, this 
shift in leadership is no reason to become 
complacent in the issues plaguing the nation 
and the Rice community. 

EDITORIAL

The election is over — but the work is not

We urge everyone on and 
off campus to channel 
any energy you had 
surrounding the election 
toward causes you believe 
in.
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A gap semester was always part of the 
plan for Neil Chopra, the Lovett College 
sophomore said, but he had previously 
planned on taking it later in college. Then, 
the pandemic cast its long shadow over the 
fall semester, and Chopra decided it was the 
ideal time to take a break.

“When COVID happened, there was so 
much uncertainty around what was going 
to happen in the fall,” Chopra said. “I didn’t 
think it would be worth it to do this semester 
online if I didn’t have to, and I had the ability 
to take a break.”

Gap years and semesters are not a new 
concept for college students, but with the 
return to campus this fall characterized by 
restricted gathering sizes and a permanent 
distance of 6 feet between students and 
their friends, Chopra and others decided 
to forgo returning to Rice entirely in favor 
of something else. To gauge what that 
something else is, the Thresher spoke with 
three Rice students currently taking a gap 
semester or year.

Hikes and the history of murder
Chopra said he had always thought 

he might travel during his gap semester, 
however that was infeasible under the 
circumstances of the pandemic. Instead, 
Chopra is living at home in Pennington, New 
Jersey and pursuing various projects.

One of Chopra’s endeavors requires still 
being enrolled in a Rice class — one credit 
hour for COLL 300: Pedagogy for Student 
Instructors. In the course, Chopra has spent 
the semester developing his own college 
class that will be submitted for approval to 
be taught. He said that he hopes to teach 
the course — which is about the psychology 
and history of murder — next semester with 
a friend.

Besides that, Chopra said he has been 
doing remote research for a structural 
biology lab, building his tutoring business 
and volunteering as an EMT locally.

“I want to be a doctor, and being able 
to continue that, it helped in my decision 
to become a physician just because they’re 
so related,” Chopra said. “I’m actually 
providing care to patients that need help. [It] 
certainly [is] not exactly what a doctor does, 
but working with doctors at the hospital and 
being in charge of patient care has taught 
me that I do want to do this for a career and 
doing this during a pandemic has helped me 
to stay motivated.”

Outside of his volunteer work, Chopra 
has had the chance to reconnect with nature 
and his family by going on hikes, he said.

“After a few months of staying home 
[earlier in the pandemic], we go, ‘Okay, 
let’s go outside, let’s go on some hikes and 
explore in nature,’” Chopra said. “So usually 
every other weekend we will go somewhere. 
It could be scenic. One time, we climbed up 
a mountain which was pretty intense, or it 
could be a casual hike.”

Chopra said that his semester off has 
given him a chance to connect with his 
family more, and that he has been able 
to stay motivated in his various activities, 
which isn’t what he has heard from many of 
his peers at Rice.

“I’ve really enjoyed [this semester],” 
Chopra said. “Some people are okay with 
online school, but the general consensus 
I’ve heard is that it’s a completely different 
experience with motivation. On the contrary, 
I feel pretty motivated, and I feel like I’m 
really enjoying the things that I’ve been 
doing even with COVID being there.”

Karl Marx and Dungeons and 
Dragons

Like Chopra, Annabelle Crowe had 
also already anticipated taking time off 
from school. The Sid 
Richardson College 
senior said that 
she had planned to 
take a gap year after 
graduation to apply 
for graduate school 
programs, but ended 
up deciding to take 
time off now after 
considering what the 
campus experience 
would be like.

“It was a really tough question for me 
after that July 1 email,” Crowe said. “I 
thought that I had this list of options. I could 
go and stay on campus, I could stay off 
campus and I could go remote. Gap year was 
at the bottom of that list, because I just love 
Rice so much.”

Eventually, Crowe said she decided to go 
remote after learning she would be unable to 
live with her friends. However, the more she 
thought about going remote and the impact 
it would have on her Rice experience, the 
more appealing a gap year became.

“I’m a [study of women, gender, and 
sexuality] major, and the small size of 
classes is what I love about Rice,” Crowe 
said. “I was like, ‘It’s not gonna be what I 
want it to be, but it’s my senior year.’ It was 
less that I was excited to take a gap year 
and more that I didn’t want to give up what 
I hoped my last year at Rice would be like, 
particularly because I had just spent a year 

abroad. I was just like, ‘This can’t be my 
last year.’”

With days no longer filled by classes 
and coursework, Crowe said she is using 
this newfound time to read theory such as 
“Capital” by Karl Marx for her senior thesis, 
which will examine caretaking masculinities 
in post-capitalist society.  

“It’s all very well to understand cultural 
theory on the level of taking a class on it and 
you did most of the reading. Like you did your 
best, but it was a few months. But if you can 
have a year?” Crowe said. “Like, I would have 

never read 1000 pages 
of ‘Capital’ if I had been 
going back to school 
this year.” 

Crowe has also 
been connecting with 
new friends through 
Dungeons and Dragons 
amid distancing 
measures, she said.

“I made friends 
with a couple of Rice 
[alumni] through one 

of my friends who are very into [Dungeons 
and Dragons],” Crowe said. “So we started a 
three-person campaign together, and we play 
every couple weeks. That has been getting me 
through. Like, ‘Okay, I can read Marx today, 
and then I can work on my character playlist.’ 
So I’m doing fun things and completely 
avoiding researching grad schools, but that is 
going to happen. I swear it will.”

Besides forming new connections 
with Rice alumni, Crowe said she has also 
virtually maintained connections with 
friends still at Rice.

“I have a pretty extensive friend group 
from Sid. We have a really tight friend 
group that spans like four generations 
of Rice students, some of who I became 
friends with who had already graduated 
when I got there,” Crowe said. “So I’m on a 
Discord with them, and I talk to them a lot. 
We have game nights every week and play 
Jackbox or Among Us.”

Office life and student clubs 
Crowe was not the only student wary 

about a senior year spent in a pandemic. Pilar 
Canavosio, a Hanszen College senior, also 
said that she was hesitant to come back to 
Rice to experience her senior year in the midst 
of the COVID-19 protocols on campus.

“Something that’s really valuable to 
me about my college experience is the 
socialization and being able to be around 
people that I interact with,” Canavosio said. 
“I meet new people all the time, and I feel like 
that’s something [the current] kind of social 
atmosphere can’t give.”

On top of that, the struggles presented 
by virtual education last spring semester 
convinced Canavosio that she did not want 
to take online classes if she could avoid it, 
she said. 

Taking a year off has given Canavosio the 
chance to reflect more on her post-graduation 
plans, she said, and she has been able to 
continue working her summer internship. 
She is currently working at a commodity 
trading firm doing data visualization 
and financial analysis, which has given a 
more collaborative environment than she 
experienced at Rice before.

“I think I struggled a bit [last semester] 
with my role as a student and not feeling 
super motivated,” Canavosio said. “I feel like 
I’m able to work with other people more in my 
internship rather than it being very individual 
like my academics were.”

The connections Canavosio has made 
with her co-workers and the lessons she has 
learned about the business world have been 
incredibly valuable, she said. The timing 
of this experience has also been valuable 
to figuring out what she wants to do after 
graduating from Rice, Canavosio said.

“I’m kind of in limbo. This is a cool thing 
for me to do right now, but after this I’m gonna 
finish my studies and then I can choose 
whatever I want after — whether I want to 
stay with this company doing this kind of 
work or do something else,” Canavosio said. 
“I feel very liberated right now. I don’t feel 
tied anywhere, which I really enjoy.”

Living in an apartment in Houston has 
allowed Canavosio to also stay connected to 
friends who are on campus, she said, even 
though the scheduling can be difficult. And 
although she’s not an active student at Rice, 
Canavosio said that she has stayed involved 
with the organizations on campus that she is 
usually a part of, such as ASTR* Magazine.

“I don’t think I have ever felt as 
connected to my friends that I made through 
my classes,” Canavosio said. “But a lot of 
my closest friends from Rice I don’t really 
connect with through being a student. 
I think some of my friendships are even 
healthier now than they’ve been at some 
points at Rice.”

One reason Canavosio has been able 
to enjoy her gap year so much, she said, is 
because she doesn’t feel like she’s in a rush 
to get anywhere in life right now.

“I didn’t feel rushed to finish college,” 
Canavosio said. “I know a lot of my friends 
who I talked to about it at the time who 
are also seniors, their thought process was 
just, ‘I wanna finish school. I just wanna 
graduate and move on from school.’ I very 
much didn’t feel rushed to move onto the 
next phase of my life.”

I would have never read 
1000 pages of ‘Capital’ if 
I had been going back to 
school this year.

 Annabelle Crowe
SID RICHARDSON COLLEGE SENIOR

ILLUSTRATION BY YIFEI ZHANG

Keeping up with Chef Kim
In this week’s installation of Keeping up with the 
Sidizens, we catch up with Richard Kim. The chef, who 
can usually be found at Sid Richardson College, is now 
cooking things up at Seibel Servery.

‘I didn’t feel rushed’: Students talk taking 
a gap year during a pandemic

a R E A D  M O R E  O N L I N E  >  r i c e t h r e s h e r . o r g

Crosswords
This week, our crossword writers tackled fine arts and 
fine dining. Try your hand at our two crosswords at 
ricethresher.org.
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WEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENS

ZOOMAKA
Rice South Asian Society will present their 
annual cultural showcase Dhamaka as a 
virtual event called “Zoomaka: Sharing 
Our Cultural Screen” this Friday, Nov. 13 at 
6 p.m. Watch the virtual livestream online 
or attend one of the watch parties across 
campus to celebrate South Asian culture 

through music, dance and more.

POETAS EN CASA
Casa Cultural de las Américas and 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston will 
livestream the 8th annual “Poetas en 
Casa (Poets at Home)” on Thursday, Nov. 
12 at 3 p.m. The literature festival will bring 
acclaimed writers and poets from Spanish-
speaking countries together to present an 
anthology of their collected works. To 

attend, register at bit.ly/3khXFgX

PLAYWRIGHTING 
COMPETITION

Submit original play scripts to The 
Rice Players’ fourth annual playwriting 
competition by Nov. 13 for a chance to see 
your work displayed as a staged reading 
or full production. Plays must be at least 
10 minutes long. Visit the Facebook page 

for submission guidelines.

THE DEPARTING 
LANDSCAPE

Watch a virtual concert by pianist 
Sarah Rothenberg on Tuesday, 
Nov. 17 from 7-8 p.m. Filmed in the 
Menil Collection’s ancient gallery, 
Rothenberg will perform composer 
Morton Feldman’s last piano piece, 
“Palais de Mari.” The concert is 
free and open to everyone. Visit 

DACAMERA’s website to register.

that litany of folks and places to write about is 
a very rare thing.”  

Another focus of “Memorial” and 
several of Washington’s essays and short 
stories is the personal connection people 
have with food. 

“In a lot of ways, ‘Memorial’ is about 
characters trying to relate [and] communicate 
with one another,” Washington said. “And 
sometimes this is not strictly possible through 
dialogue. I wanted to find different modes of 
communication, [and] the act of cooking for 
someone seems like a really great vehicle for 
that. If you’re cooking for someone, you’re 
[also] trying to nourish them and you’re trying 
to comfort them. Seeing characters prepare a 
meal for the folks around them or themselves 
and figure out what nourishment and 
comfort meant for them was the foundation 
for including so many cooking scenes and 
interactions with food. Also, it’s just fun to 
read about food.”

Washington said he was pleased with the 
book’s positive reception and excitement 
following the announcement of his A24 
deal. His recent schedule has been filled 

with promotional events for “Memorial,” 
which in light of the COVID-19 pandemic 
have been solely virtual. While the TV 
adaption is in the early stages of production, 
he said he’s enthusiastic to bring his story to 
the screen.

“I’m very excited to be working with 
A24 and have the chance to write the show 
myself. I think the biggest objective [as a 
team] when bringing the novel to screen is 
making something we ourselves would want 
to watch. I also think it will be especially fun 
to put the food scenes on the screen.”

In addition to his present book release 
and future TV release, Washington is also 
currently Rice’s Scholar-in-Residence for 
Racial Justice. The position was created 
this year in collaboration with several 
departments at Rice, including the Task Force 
on Slavery, Segregation and Racial injustice 
and Center for African and African American 
studies. Washington said he hopes that his 
work at Rice can provide students with a 
better grasp of how the publishing and media 
industries work.

“Rice students are a joy to work with. 
Because this is the first semester, a lot of the 
work [has been] laying the groundwork for 
future events and courses, and making the 
position a lasting thing with tangible benefits 
for students,”  Washington said. 

Washington is also looking forward to the 
later stages of adapting “Memorial” for a TV 
audience. While several details have not been 
finalized yet, Washington is optimistic about 
what the rest of the production process will 
look like after the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Once it’s safe and practical to shoot, 
[we’re] just gonna be ready to jump in.”

JAMES KARROUM
THRESHER STAFF

A fusion of photography, poetry and 
light projection, “A Kind of Rebirth” by 
Frederica Adriani and Lovett College 
senior Varun Kataria is the latest 
installation at Sleepy Cyborg Gallery in 
Sewall Hall. Printed on reflective paper, 
Kataria’s portraits cover one wall while 
Adriani’s poems are projected on them 
like a cycling Star Wars opening crawl. 
On view in person and online 
through Thursday, Nov. 12, the 
exhibition is the product of a 
study abroad experience that 
brought the pair together and 
their conversations about the 
idea of growth.

Kataria is the only Rice 
student artist to be featured 
at the gallery this semester, 
which Sleepy Cyborg Director 
Isabel Samperio said was 
a reason to curate his and 
Adriani’s work. She said the 
space aims to put both local 
and Rice artists first.

To see the installation, I 
scheduled a time with the 
gallery after dark, described 
by Samperio, a Hanszen College senior, 
as the optimal viewing time. With 
the lights off and the sun gone, the 
200 photographs, most of which are 
portraits, were reduced to silhouettes. 
The mirror cardstock they were printed 
on bounced white light coming from the 
Sewall Hall courtyard outside, and the 
atmosphere was set. Samperio turned 
the projector on and for the 12 minutes 
it took to show Adriani’s 12 poems, I 
was entranced by the warping lights 

and ambient, droning music. Each poem 
took turns scrolling upward, their deep 
red titles pausing before continuing to 
crawl up the wall. During the periods of 
motion, my attention was drawn to the 
distorted shimmers in a large rectangle 
that surrounded the words, captivated by 
their asymmetrical variance.

The idea for the project sparked 
when Adriani, a graduate student at 
L’Università di Bologna, met Kataria 

during an exchange program at  
The University of Edinburgh in Scotland 
last spring. As they became friends, 
Kataria shared his photographs and 
Adriani her poetry, and they decided 
they wanted to create something bigger 
involving both mediums to make an 
existential commentary.

“Something we talked a lot about 
was this idea of rebirth and how we as 
people feel like we’re reborn every single 
moment; there’s constantly parts of 

ourselves that are dying,” Kataria said. 
“You’re a constantly changing, fluid 
human being. Because it was on the front 
of our minds, it was something we also 
wanted to reflect in our art.”

In January, Kataria and Adriani 
reserved a gallery space at the Edinburgh 
College of Art for April so they could have 
a goal to work toward, and shot series of 
portraits of their study abroad friends in 
February. After the study abroad program 

was canceled in March due 
to the pandemic, motivation 
waned into the summer until 
Sleepy Cyborg offered them 
an exhibition space. 

The mantra “To repeat 
means to evolve” was a 
central guide to the project. 
Repeated after every third 
poem of Adriani’s, it resounds 
like a Glory Be at the end of a 
rosary’s first three Hail Marys.

“The repetition of the 
death of a part of the self 
allows for the change of a 
person,” Adriani said. “Some 
photos are repeated: There are 
many copies of some photos, 
for example. For every photo, 

there is one [flipped upside down below 
it]. It’s a lot about repetition. The poems 
are in a projection and are evanescent — 
but are in loop.”

“A Kind of Rebirth” is on view in-
person at Sleepy Cyborg Gallery until 
Nov. 12. The photographs, poems and a 
360-degree video are viewable online at 
matchbox.rice.edu.

This article has been condensed 
for print. To read the full story, visit 
ricethresher.org.

‘A Kind of Rebirth’ manifests impermanence at Sleepy Cyborg

Review: Tiger Sugar Boba is all flair, no flavor
The world famous boba brand undeniably 
delivered on the aesthetic front, but lacked 
depth of flavor and choices. 
See more at ricethresher.org

KATELYN LANDRYA
A&E EDITOR

Houstonian movie 
lovers haven’t been 
able to gather in front 
of the city’s silver 
screens for a while now. 
But this month, over 
40 documentary and 
narrative films, short 
film blocks, Q&As, 
dance performances, DJ 
sets and workshops will 
be available to stream 
right to computer 
screens — and a select 
few will light up the 
night at local drive-
ins — from Nov. 12-22 
at the 2020 Houston 
Cinema Arts Festival. 

“We like to talk about 
this idea of ‘around 
the corner, around the 
world,’ and Houston 
completely embodies 
that,” said Jessica 
Green, Houston Cinema 
Arts Society artistic 
director. “We just want 
to reflect on all the 
experiences that are 
encompassed in this 
great city — literally the 
most diverse city in the 
world.” 

Visit ricethresher.org 
to read more about the 
festival’s theme, 
Urbana — a celebration 
of African and Latin in-
fluence on music and 
art —a new regional 
short film competition, 
and Rice Cinema’s part-
nership with the festi-
val. 

ONLINE:
2020 
HOUSTON
CINEMA 
ARTS 
FESTIVAL 
PREVIEW

CHANNING WANG / THRESHER

COURTESY RICE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
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Many of us, especially in these trying 
times, find ourselves being thankful 
for the support our family provides 
us. For sophomore cross country star 
Grace Forbes, family is everything. 
Forbes, who became just the third Owl 
in school history to win the Conference 
USA Championship Individual Title last 
weekend, said her family is the driving 
force behind her success.

“I’m a very big family person,” Forbes 
said. “I’ve found a deeper passion for 
running ... that’s definitely intensified as 
time has gone on, and I attribute that to 
my family’s support.”

Her sister, senior Madeline Forbes, 
also runs track and cross country at Rice. 
Forbes said that having her sister with her 
has provided an extra layer of support. 

“My sister Maddie is my biggest 
support system,” Forbes said. “She’s 
really the best. Whenever I’m having a 
tough time with school, she’s always been 
there. Whether it’s going to get a scoop of 
ice cream or being a shoulder to cry on, 
she’s always there.”

Forbes also said that Maddie had a 
large influence in her decision to come 
run with the Owls two years ago. 

“[Maddie] played a pretty substantial role 
in my decision [to come to Rice],” Forbes 
said. “If my sister hadn’t gone, I wouldn’t 
have even known about the school. But she 
loves it here, and she was living proof that I’d 
be happy coming down here.”

Since arriving on campus, Forbes has 
taken C-USA by storm. She won the indoor 
mile and 3000-meter races at the C-USA 
Indoor Championships last February, 
and was named a 2020 NCAA Indoor All-
American as a freshman.

“I had a spark of motivation going 
into freshman year,” Forbes said. “I 
really wanted to prove to my family, 
other teammates and myself that I 
deserve to be here. I know I can 
succeed both athletically 
and academically here at 
Rice, and I think all those 
things culminated into 
helping me train harder 
and smarter.”

Although Forbes had the 
drive to succeed from the 
start, she credits much of her 
performance to the coaching at 
Rice, including women’s track 
and cross country head 
coach Jim Bevan, for 
providing a support 
system while also 
challenging her.

“A lot of my 
success has come 
from having an 
amazing coach 
and support 
system,” Forbes 
said. “Coach 
Bevan puts in a 
lot of hard work 
to every one of 
his athletes, 
and that’s a very 
strong component of 
what’s helped me perform.”

Forbes picked up right 
where she left off from last 
year at the C-USA cross country 
championship meet this fall. 
She finished the 6k race in 19 
minutes and 58 seconds, nearly 
a full minute ahead of the next 
closest runner. Forbes said that 
while her times are obviously 

important, they aren’t specifically on her 
mind as she heads into a race.

“I don’t like to put a time goal; if you just 
stick to beating numbers it turns into more of 

a mental game,” Forbes said. “My main 
goal going into each race or 
practice is just to improve 
on last time’s performance, 
whether that’s feeling 
better, finishing stronger or 
getting a better time.” 

Despite approaching 
every race with the intent to 

perform better, Forbes said 
her improved performance 

and decreasing 
times were not 

something that 
she totally 

expected.

“I didn’t really think that my times 
could go down as much as they have, if 
I’m being honest,” Forbes said. “You can 
ask my parents, they were definitely not 
expecting it either.”

Forbes’ finish in the C-USA championship 
qualified her to compete in the NCAA 
Championships, which will be held in March 
2021. She competed in this race last year as 
well, placing No. 87 with a time of 21:10. Her 
6k from the C-USA championship this fall, 
19:58, would have landed her in third place at 
last year’s NCAA championship. Forbes said 
that although she doesn’t ever compare her 
times to those of other runners for big meets, 
the same cannot be said for her family.

“I’ve got a few fans at home — my 
uncles are really into statistics, so 
sometimes they shoot me an email 
comparing me to the other race times,” 
Forbes said with a laugh.

Forbes’ “fans at home” are a big reason 
why she has ended up where she is today. She 
grew up in a family of athletes; both of her 
parents were runners, and her younger sister 
Maggie recently committed to run at Rice 
next year as well. According to Forbes, her 
biggest family inspiration is her grandfather. 

“He was the hardest worker you’ll ever 
find, and he gave the best life to his children. I 
really wanted to embody his spirit and drive,” 
Forbes said.

Her grandfather was also a runner, and 
her father’s role model. He passed away 
when she was six years old, and Forbes said 
that she wears one of her grandfather’s old 
sweatshirts before every race she runs.

“Wearing his sweatshirt makes me feel 
like part of him is with me at the races,” 
Forbes said. “I think I will continue to 
wear the sweatshirt at every race, forever 
... I’ll wear it until it breaks down, and 
I’ll find something else to do with it after 
that.”
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ASST SPORTS EDITOR

Rice will take on Louisiana Tech 
University this Saturday in Ruston, 
Louisiana. The Owls enter the game with a 
record of 1-1 on the season. In their first game 
of the season, Rice lost in double-overtime 
to Middle Tennessee State University. 
However, they followed it up with a 30-6 win 
over the University of Southern Mississippi.

Last Saturday, Rice was scheduled to 
host the University of Texas at San Antonio. 
However, on Friday it was announced 
that the game would be postponed due 
to positive COVID-19 tests within the 
UTSA football program. Instead, Rice got 
an unexpected bye week. According to 
Bloomgren, these sudden changes have 
forced the team to adjust.

“We all love the rhythm of a college 
football season, we love the routine,” 

Bloomgren said. “But 2020 has been anything 
but routine, and something we’ve asked our 
players for is flexibility and adaptability.”

Meanwhile, Louisiana Tech enters this 
game at 4-3. Their 3-2 record in Conference 
USA games has them in second place in the 
conference’s west division, and fifth overall. 
Two of their three losses have come against 
opponents ranked in the top 20 by the AP. 
However, three of their four wins have been 
by four points or fewer. This week, the 
Bulldogs are in a similar position to Rice, as 
their game last week against the University 
of North Texas was also postponed due to 
COVID-19-related issues.

This is the Bulldog’s eighth season under 
head coach Skip Holtz, who is the son of 
former longtime University of Notre Dame 
head coach Lou Holtz. They are coming off 
of a season in which they finished 10-3, and 
tied for second place in the C-USA with a 
6-2 conference record. Bloomgren said he 

admires the job that Holtz has done.
“I’ve got so much respect for the program 

that Coach Holtz has built there,” Bloomgren 
said. “LA Tech has been about as consistent 
of a team in our conference as there is.”

On defense, Rice will be tasked with 
stopping the second ranked passing offense 
in the conference. The Bulldogs are led 
by graduate quarterback Luke Anthony, 
who leads C-USA quarterbacks with 13 
touchdowns. Ten of those came in their 
first three games, while he has managed 
only three touchdowns over their last four 
games. According to Bloomgren, the key to 
stopping LA Tech’s explosive offense will be 
focusing on their weapons.

“They just find a way to score points,” 
Bloomgren said. “[Redshirt senior receiver 
Adrian] Hardy, [who’s] from right here in 
the Houston area, is exceptional. He’s a guy 
that we have a lot of respect for. [Redshirt 
sophomore receiver and kick returner] Smoke 
Harris, is a known commodity in this league 
as a returner, he’s also explosive any time he 
gets the ball in his hands on offense.”

While Rice’s pass-defense allowed 333 
passing yards to MTSU in their first game of 
the season, they held Southern Miss to only 
169 yards through the air the next week. 
According to Bloomgren, the Rice pass 
defense should be helped out this week as 
a number of key players are set to return 
from injury, including junior linebacker 
Treshawn Chamberlain and sophomore 
safety Kirk Lockhart.

Rice’s offense will look to exploit a LA 
Tech defense that has allowed 30 or more 
points in five of their seven games. Led by 
graduate transfer quarterback Mike Collins 
and senior receiver Austin Trammell, Rice 
has thrown for 237.5 yards per game. Collins 
ranks tenth in the FBS in passer rating, a 

passing efficiency metric, thanks in part to 
his eight touchdown passes through two 
games. This has offset their rushing attack, 
which, led by redshirt sophomore running 
back Juma Otoviano, has added 181 yards 
per game on the ground. 

The strength of LA Tech defense is their 
ability to stop the run. They’re ranked sixth 
in the conference in the conference in run 
defense, spearheaded by the linebacker 
tandem of freshman Tyler Grubbs and 
redshirt senior Trey Baldwin, who are tied 
for the conference lead with 10.7 tackles per 
game. Offensive line coach Sanders Davis 
said that Rice will have to be prepared for 
LA Tech’s aggressive defensive line as well.

“They play with great effort,” Davis said. 
“They’re not guys that you can get your 
hands on and [expect them to] stay in that 
same place for the rest of the down.”

Last year, the two teams met in Houston. 
After Rice got out to an early lead, LA Tech 
came back to win in overtime by a score 
of 23-20. LA Tech has won the last six 
matchups between the two teams.

Kickoff is at 2:30 p.m. The game will be 
broadcast on ESPN3.

Owls return after week off to battle Bulldogs

Amazing Grace: Forbes finds support in family

PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS

Junior linebacker/safety Treshawn Chamberlain is one of a few Owls returning from an injury this 
week. Chamberlain and the defense will look to stifle the Bulldogs’ offense on Saturday.

PHOTO COURTESY CONFERENCE USA

We all love the rhythm 
of a college football 
season, we love the 
routine, but 2020 has 
been anything but  
routine. 

Mike Bloomgren
RICE FOOTBALL HEAD COACH
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RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle & 
High School Math, Natural & Social Sci-
ence, Foreign Language, Humanities and 
SAT/ACT prep. Reliable transportation re-
quired. Pay is based upon variety of factors. 
Contact 832-428-8330 and email resume to 
sri.iyengar@sriacademicservices.com

CONDO-SUPERB LOCATION RICE U. NEIGH-
BORHOOD For sale or lease. November 
2020. Utilities, basic cable, internet, incl. 
Furnished, 1100 sq. ft. Open floor plan. 
Built-ins. Track lighting. Walk-in clos-
ets.  New kitchen, granite tops. Covered, 
assigned parking. Private balcony. Valet 
trash pick-up. Laundry facilities. No pets. 

No smoking. 1 blk. from Rice shuttle @ Grad 
House. Walking distance to light rail, bus, 
Hermann Park, Rice University, Museum 
District, Tx. Med. Center. Suitable for cou-
ple, students.  Security deposit.

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Lindsay Josephs
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire, written this week by Edward Wong and Ndidi Nwosu, edited by Simona Mystic and designed by Seer Matovic.  To have your fortune told, email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

With 
COVID-19 still 

not under control, the 
worst thing that could possibly 

happen right now is a new strain 
of it. So, it will happen. The symptoms 

will include all of those of COVID-19, like 
coughing and loss of taste, but also new 

symptoms like memory loss and loss of taste. 
That’s not a typo — COVID-20 loss of taste 
means you’ll unironically enjoy objectively 
terrible things, like “100 Gecs” (or whatever 

music it’s currently cool to hate), Lovett’s 
architecture, the electoral college and the 

jokes on the Backpage. The memory 
loss can get so bad that you’ll forget 
everything you learned at Rice. But 

on the bright side, you’ll forget 
everything you learned at 

Rice!

As 
you step into the 

new year, armed with a list of 
resolutions you know you’ll never 

accomplish, you leave the woes of the 
past year behind. You feel relief. Joy. Hope. 

But maybe not this year. Backpage analysts, 
in conjunction with the Rice Theoretical Physics 

Department (the department researching theoretical 
physics) and the Rice Theoretical Physics Department 
(the theoretical department theoretically researching 
physics), have calculated that the odds are high there 
will be no 2021. Instead, the year could continue onto 
Dec. 32, 33 and beyond, continuing this cursed year. 

World War Three? All the servery food being replaced 
with the Fake Asian menu? The possibilities are 

endless. No matter what, two things will be 
certain: The Thresher will continue to print 

and angry Facebook commenters won’t 
learn the differences between guest 

opinions, editorials and news 
stories.

What’s that? You 
thought the new student 

center meant more rooms for you 
and your friends to hang out in your 

various clubs? Guess again. It just means 
more construction! Did you think the noise 

from New Sid was bad? The RMC Construction 
Club will show you real pain. Just imagine: 
repetitive clanging as you cram in Fondren. 

Instead of Acapalooza in the Grand Hall, 
get ready for Jackhammer Jams 24/7. The 
predicted finish date is Fall 2023, but we 

all know that they’ll pull a Nevada 
and it won’t be done until 

Septembuary of 2069.

You can’t deny 
that the election was 

polarizing, to say the least. 
Rice may be on the brink of A Little 
Too Civil War. The Rice Republicans 

and Young Democrats have been 
planning for a battle of epic proportions, 

involving brand-new WMD (Words of Mass 
Destruction) launched from both sides as 
we project an intense campaign of name-
calling. The Thresher itself may become 
a key battleground as opinion pieces are 
expected to be launched back and forth. 

The Backpage predicts both sides 
will believe they’ve won and not a 

single opposing point will be 
considered.

COVID-20

Dec. 31, 2020

Count Every Point

The New-and-Improved 
Student Center

A Little Too Civil War

With a week and a half 
left in the fall semester, 
we here at the Backpage 
have been reflecting on 

the miserable year that’s 
almost over. But, reflecting 

was depressing, so we’re 
looking towards the future 

instead. Unfortunately, 
extensive research has led 
us to believe 2021 might be 
worse. But, one of the most 
insidious parts of 2020 was 

the element of surprise. 
So, to lessen the blow of 
2021, we’re sharing what 

our sources have pointed to 
as the five ways your next 

semester will suck.

We Lost, 2020 Won — On to 2021

In the 
spirit of recounts, 

we predict professors are 
going to start taking assignment 

regrades very seriously. Your 
professors will probably be very critical 

of every point earned, and you’ll have to go 
through a very strenuous process to prove that 
the points you did earn weren’t illegal. Testing 
Fraud is real, and is dangerous, according to 

everyone on Twitter. Halfway through the test 
you only had 50 percent of the questions right, 

but now you have 90 percent? Some call it 
“counting,” your professors call it sus. The 
lengths your professors will go through to 
prevent Testing Fraud will be ridiculous, 

but it’s all just to teach you a very 
important lesson: The real fraud 

was the friends we made 
along the way.
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