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‘Equipment contamination’ causes 17 
false positive COVID-19 tests

SAVANNAH KUCHARSAVANNAH KUCHAR
NEWS EDITORNEWS EDITOR

After 19 students tested positive After 19 students tested positive 
for COVID-19 on Friday, Rice Crisis for COVID-19 on Friday, Rice Crisis 
Management discovered that 17 of Management discovered that 17 of 
these tests were inaccurate and false these tests were inaccurate and false 
positives. The testing error, which is positives. The testing error, which is 
believed to be caused by equipment believed to be caused by equipment 
contamination, resulted in 80 people contamination, resulted in 80 people 
being quarantined and isolated.being quarantined and isolated.

Kasch addressed this incident and Kasch addressed this incident and 
answered student questions at the answered student questions at the 
Student Association Senate Monday Student Association Senate Monday 
night. After requiring all positive night. After requiring all positive 
cases to isolate and their contact cases to isolate and their contact 
networks to quarantine, Kasch said networks to quarantine, Kasch said 
the crisis management team had all the crisis management team had all 
the original tests resampled and the the original tests resampled and the 
positive individuals retested.positive individuals retested.

“That was an extremely high “That was an extremely high 
number for us. We have never number for us. We have never 
received 20 positive results in one received 20 positive results in one 

day, much less than one week, day, much less than one week, 
so we were very concerned when so we were very concerned when 
we had those,” Kasch said. “After we had those,” Kasch said. “After 
resampling, the testing provider resampling, the testing provider 
realized that there had been some realized that there had been some 
equipment contamination, and equipment contamination, and 
they certified two of the 20 that we they certified two of the 20 that we 
received as positive. And then the received as positive. And then the 
next day they certified a third that next day they certified a third that 
was positive.”was positive.”

Kerri Barber, a Resident Associate Kerri Barber, a Resident Associate 
at Jones College, said she was notified at Jones College, said she was notified 
of her positive results Friday morning of her positive results Friday morning 
after being tested the day before at the after being tested the day before at the 
Reckling Roost. Reckling Roost. 

“I just was in a shock of confusion, “I just was in a shock of confusion, 
because I would like to think that I’m because I would like to think that I’m 
being extremely careful, especially being extremely careful, especially 
since I live on campus, trying to be a since I live on campus, trying to be a 
model for my students,” Barber said.model for my students,” Barber said.

Kevin Kirby, chair of the Crisis Kevin Kirby, chair of the Crisis 
Management Advisory Committee, said Management Advisory Committee, said 
that anyone who had been relocated that anyone who had been relocated 

to isolation housing or who had been to isolation housing or who had been 
asked to quarantine due to contact with asked to quarantine due to contact with 
these false positive individuals were these false positive individuals were 
later released that evening.later released that evening.

“Friday morning, seven o’clock, “Friday morning, seven o’clock, 
we got these test results,” Kirby we got these test results,” Kirby 
said. “We asked that they be rerun; said. “We asked that they be rerun; 
they were rerun. And then late they were rerun. And then late 
Friday evening, anybody that ended Friday evening, anybody that ended 
up having a negative test that we up having a negative test that we 
had quarantined or isolated that had quarantined or isolated that 
morning we released. So most morning we released. So most 
people were probably in isolation people were probably in isolation 
or quarantine, because of these or quarantine, because of these 
false positives, probably for about 12 false positives, probably for about 12 
hours or so.”hours or so.”

In his COVID-19 response weekly In his COVID-19 response weekly 
update email Monday afternoon, update email Monday afternoon, 
Kirby apologized for the effects of Kirby apologized for the effects of 
the error.the error.

“In the more than 240,000 tests “In the more than 240,000 tests 
conducted by this testing provider, conducted by this testing provider, 
this has never happened before.  this has never happened before.  

We’ve reviewed the details of this We’ve reviewed the details of this 
incident with our testing provider, incident with our testing provider, 
and given the provider’s rigorous and given the provider’s rigorous 
quality control procedures we believe quality control procedures we believe 
this incident was an anomaly.”this incident was an anomaly.”

Barber said that throughout the Barber said that throughout the 
process of receiving the positive process of receiving the positive 
results and later Friday evening results and later Friday evening 
being told of the error, that the crisis being told of the error, that the crisis 
management team was very helpful  management team was very helpful  
and communicative.and communicative.

“They literally worked the entire “They literally worked the entire 
day. They were at it at like 7 a.m. day. They were at it at like 7 a.m. 
and then finished around 11 p.m. and then finished around 11 p.m. 
because they not only contacted because they not only contacted 
all of us who tested positive, but all of us who tested positive, but 
then all the people that had to be then all the people that had to be 
quarantined, and then [they were] quarantined, and then [they were] 
moving students into Sid Rich moving students into Sid Rich 
and coordinating that,” Barber and coordinating that,” Barber 
said. “They really, really, really said. “They really, really, really 
took this seriously and acted very,  took this seriously and acted very,  
very quickly.”very quickly.”

One and done: XC completes 
season with C-USA Championship

Award-winning architect selected to 
design new student center

BEN BAKER-KATZ
SPORTS EDITOR

The Rice men’s and women’s cross 
country teams began and ended their 
season on Saturday when they competed 
in the Conference USA Championship, 
their first and 
only meet of the 
season. The men’s 
team finished third 
overall, and the 
women finished 
fourth. But the 
story of the day 
was sophomore 
Grace Forbes, 
who became just 
the third Owl in 
the history of the 
program to win 
an individual 
conference title.

“Grace works 
hard, is focused and determined,” Jim 
Bevan, women’s cross country head 
coach, said. “She is very humble and 
on race day knows how to challenge her 
body. She is already an All-American as 
a freshman (indoor track last year) and 
continues to improve.”

Forbes finished the 6k race in 19 
minutes and 58 seconds, nearly a full 
minute ahead of the closest runner. That 

finish qualifies her to compete in the 
NCAA Championships, which will be 
held in March of 2021. Last year’s C-USA 
Freshman of the Meet, Forbes said that 
she couldn’t even begin to think about 
this meet until late the night before.

“I had a crazy hard week in terms of 
school, ending with 
a physics exam 
last night at 8:30, 
so I wasn’t able to 
mentally prepare 
until about 9 p.m.,” 
Forbes said. “About 
a mile in, I heard 
Coach Bevan tell me 
to try and break 20 
minutes, and that’s 
when I knew that 
it would be a race 
against the clock.”

Forbes was 
followed by 
freshman Taigen 

Hunter-Galvan, who also earned all-
conference honors with her No. 21 overall 
finish (22:32). Hunter-Galvan was followed 
by sophomore Rachel Shoemaker (22:36), 
who placed No. 24, nearly missing all-
conference honors. Bevan said he is 
proud of the way his team competed, 
especially considering they had not had 
another race this season.

RYND MORGAN
NEWS EDITOR 

Adjaye Associates, an architecture firm 
with offices in Accra, Ghana, London and 
New York, will design Rice’s new student 
center, which is expected to be complete 
by fall 2023. The winner was selected by a 
committee of Rice 
administrators and 
faculty, with input 
from the Student 
Association and 
Graduate Student 
Association.

C o f f e e h o u s e 
general manager 
Brendan Wong said 
that he was on the 
SA Rice Memorial 
Center Design Task 
Force. Although 
the work of the 
task force was delayed by the pandemic 
and changes within the SA, Wong said 
he anticipates the task force will soon 
be picking up conversations with all the 
stakeholders involved.

 “Coffeehouse would of course love 
to have a space designed specifically 
for our business, so I anticipate that 
the next management team will be in 
close communication with the student 

center regarding this matter. Coffeehouse 
currently occupies the Kelley Lounge of the 
[Rice Memorial Center], and the new RMC 
will provide creative opportunities for the 
future of Coffeehouse and other [student 
run businesses],” Wong, a senior at Jones 
College, said.

Rice hopes to begin construction on the 
new student center 
by the first quarter 
of 2022. The new 
student center will 
include the cloisters 
and the chapel, but 
it is assumed that 
all of the RMC west 
of Ray Courtyard 
will be demolished 
and replaced with 
new construction, 
according to 
University Architect 
George Ristow.

“In some ways, it is both a replacement 
and an expansion,” Ristow said. “What 
will be included in the new facility is 
likely to be similar programmatically 
to what is currently at the RMC, but its 
exact composition will be evaluated and 
confirmed by a group of stakeholders 
during a study phase that will begin in the 
coming weeks.”

SEE STUDENT CENTER PAGE 3SEE CROSS COUNTRY PAGE 7

SPORTS NEWS

About a mile in, I heard 
Coach Bevan tell me 
to try and break 20 
minutes, and that’s 
when I knew that it 
would be a race against 
the clock.
Grace Forbes
SOPHOMORE ATHLETE

My approach is to design 
from the inside out 
and my buildings have 
been said to ‘unfold 
cinematically.’

 Sir David Adjaye
STUDENT CENTER ARCHITECT
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BRIAN LIN
ASST NEWS EDITOR

Around 150 students gathered on 
Saturday to participate in this year’s 
Halloween Baker 13 run, which had to 
follow several pandemic safety guidelines, 
according to Nick Lester, a co-captain of 
Baker 13. 

The safety measures implemented 
during this Halloween run included 
mandatory mask-wearing, social 
distancing of six feet apart, collecting 
participants’ names for contact tracing and 
splitting the runners into smaller groups by 
college affiliation, according to Lester. 

“We split up the groups into groups of 35 
max based on the sign-ups and they [were 
led by] Baker 13 regulars and captains,” 
Lester, a Baker College senior, said. “We’d 
have a group for Lovett [College], Will Rice 
[College], a group for Hanszen [College], 
Wiess [College, etc.]. [There were] six total.”

According to Lester, each small group of 
runners went to different locations across 
campus and were grouped based on the sign-
up sheet. If someone who attended the run 
were to test positive, Lester said it would be up 
to the university to decide who to quarantine 
based on contact tracing guidelines. 

“The administration just requested 
that we provide them with the names [of 
runners] in the case of some positive tests,” 
Lester said. “This was just a precautionary 
measure and just in case something did 
happen, so we would know who was there.”

According to Jerusha Kasch, director of 
institutional crisis management, the contact 
tracing team would assess each positive 
case individually based on factors such as 
how close the runners were to each other. 
Kasch said there is a possibility that a whole 
group of runners could be quarantined.  

“If every individual in the group ran 
together and stayed close enough to reach 
out and touch another’s shoulder for an 
extended period of time, we would have to 
quarantine the group,” Kasch said. “With 
the amount of exhalation that comes with 
exertion, even outdoors for a prolonged 
period of time, without proper distance, 
quarantine is a definite possibility.”

According to Lester, the only defense 
that was present during the Halloween 
run was an unmanned hose that fanned 
water near Hanszen College. Lester said 
that manned defenses were banned during 
this semester. 

“[Hanszen] was very good about making 
sure that no one was there interacting with 
the runners,” Lester said. “One of the things 
I’ve heard, especially from some students 
from other colleges … is that people were 
ultimately happy to have the Halloween 
run at all. It’s different than normal, but I 
think people still enjoyed themselves.”

The Baker 13 captains decided to not 
allow contact with glass and buildings 
for this run, even though the dean of 
undergraduates has overturned a rule 
banning contact with glass according  
to Lester. 

“For this semester, we’ve basically 
decided that Housing and Dining has 
enough to deal with right now,” Lester 
said. “And they don’t need to clean up our 
shaving cream on top of that.”

Around 150 students attended this 
year’s Baker 13 run, an event that usually 
draws between 150 and 300 students, 
according to Lester. Lester said that 
turnout from Baker freshmen was 
especially strong this year because Baker 
13 has been one of the few approved 
events during the pandemic. 

“What we’re seeing is a lot of increased 

turnout among freshmen. I think it’s 
because it’s one of the few Baker traditions 
that is still allowed to happen,” Lester said. 
“Outdoor events are the only ones that are 
kind of like thriving and it’s like the one 
opportunity to get out and do something.”

Bear Dobbs, a sophomore from Will 
Rice who has participated in nearly every 
Baker 13 run in the past two years, said that 
the number of freshman runners in Baker 
13 this year has increased compared to 
previous years. 

“This year we have consistently 10 
or 15, maybe more, Bakerite freshmen,” 

Dobbs said. “It’s amazing how many Baker 
freshmen come out regularly. Last year 
it was only another freshman and I who 
came regularly.” 

Kate Frucht, a freshman from Baker, 
said she began regularly running in 
Baker 13 after participating in it during 
Orientation Week. 

“After I got assigned to Baker I heard 
about [Baker 13], and I was like, ‘there is 
no way people do that,’” Frucht said. “And 
then I got here and during O-Week one of 
our challenges for our scavenger hunt was 
to run Baker 13, but just around Baker.”

150 students participate in Baker 13 Halloween run amid pandemic

TALHA ARIF
ASST NEWS EDITOR

Rice Program Council is hosting 
Homecoming Week in person this week 
with three main events: a Rice Bubble 
event, which was held on Monday, Picnic 
Under the Stars on Wednesday and 
Esperanza on Saturday. Each event for 
Homecoming Week required a prior safety 
plan to be reviewed and approved by the 
Student Center and the Crisis Management 
Team, according to RPC President 
Samantha McClendon. 

RPC Traditions Committee Co-Chair 
Ashley Pena said that one of the biggest 
challenges for Homecoming is ensuring 
that each event evidently follows Rice’s 
COVID-19 guidelines and does not go over 
capacity.

“My co-chair [Grace Wei] and I have 
thought through so many scenarios 
and made sure our plan can safely 
accommodate every attendee,” Pena, a 
Duncan College sophomore, said.

The Rice Bubble homecoming event 
held on Monday involved shifts of 41 
attendees for each time slot, spread across 
the Central Quad, Ray Courtyard and the 
RMC Grand Hall, according to McClendon. 
The official COVID-19 capacity limit for the 
Grand Hall is 50 people.

The event consisted of bubble soccer, 
canvas painting and bubble tea, and provided 
several free items and food for students.

Shreya Majeti, a Jones College freshman 
who attended the bubble event, said 
the painting portion provided a good 
environment to destress.

“Jones is very strict about one person 
per table and RPC wasn’t, but I think it’s 
fine because we put the straw through our 
masks to drink the boba,” Majeti said.

Rice Crisis Management Director Jerusha 

Kasch said she expects that members of 
the Crisis Management Team will attend 
some of the Homecoming events to make 
sure guidelines are followed. Kasch said 
the team has overseen certain events this 
semester with high attendance, such as 
on-campus voting and football games, 
but does not attend smaller events such as 
Fridays in the quad.

“We’ve allowed the colleges to manage 
those, but larger events where we think there 
might be outside visitors that aren’t familiar 
with the university policies, we have been 
asked to show up to them,” Kasch said.

Hollie Fulsom, campus event manager, 
said she thinks RPC has done a good job 
of planning ahead and making sure that 
COVID-19 guidelines are followed as much 
as possible. Fulsom, who reviews all event 
plan requests from organizations to ensure 
they follow COVID-19 policies, said she 
reviews around 20 to 30 event requests 
through OwlNest per week. 

Fulsom said she hasn’t heard any 
complaints about events not following 
COVID-19 guidelines.

“In general, it’s hard for everyone to be 
physically distanced all the time, because 
as people we’re usually in each other’s 
private space,” Fulsom said. “We try to set 
[students] up to be successful to begin with 
when they go into a space, and we haven’t 
really had a huge problem with [students] 
following the guidelines during events.”

McClendon said committees have 
incorporated remote components into 
events when possible to ensure they cater 
to the entire student body.

“So far, this has looked like a virtual 
escape room for Welcome Back Days, 
virtual ‘speed-dating’ for Screw-Yer-
Roommate, and sending packages to 
remote students with materials for outdoor 
crafts and tie-dye,” McClendon, a Martel 
College senior, said.

Esperanza, on Nov. 7, will have a remote 
component with classic fall movies and 
popular online game Among Us, according to 
the Facebook page. The in-person component 
of Esperanza will be a fall carnival this year 
with carnival games, pumpkin carving 
and hay rides. RPC Socials Committee Co-

Chair Amy Barnett said the event style of a 
traditional, large-scale formal dance could 
not be offered due to COVID-19.

“We all really wanted to have a ‘big’ 
and safe event for those on campus, to try 
to bring back some sense of normalcy and 
wholesome fun,” Barnett, a Baker College 
sophomore, said.

Pena said the traditions committee 
events this semester are focused on giving 
people an opportunity to step away from 
their computer and socially interact safely. 

“This year’s focus is just so different than 
previous years,’” Pena said. “Now more 
than ever, people crave social interaction, 
and we really tried our best to create events 
that provided a feeling of normalcy while 
still being very much in line with the rules 
set in place by the university.”

The traditions committee will also host 
a study break at the end of the semester, 
according to Pena.

“Much like our events during 
Homecoming, it will definitely be a challenge 
for us to find food options [for the study 
break] that follow COVID-19 guidelines,” 
Pena said. “We will only be ordering 
from companies that deliver the food all 
individually wrapped and prepackaged.”

Fulsom said she does not foresee a 
huge change in the overall structure of 
event planning in the spring, but the 
Crisis Management Advisory Committee 
is still deciding if any loosening in event 
restrictions will be made. 

“We’re looking at what’s going on in 
our outside environment and in Houston 
in general, and we’re trying to plan ahead, 
and I think that we’re going to probably be 
headed in the same direction,” Fulsom said. 
“I think as long as students continue to be 
creative and continue to do it safely, then it’ll 
continue to create a good environment for 
people on campus.”

RPC hosts homecoming week under COVID-19 guidelines

IllustratIon by ndIdI nwosu

Students participate in the first of three homecoming events hosted by Rice Program Council.
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Dean of Undergraduates Bridget 
Gorman sent out an email on Wednesday, 
Oct. 8 with details regarding winter break 
housing as well as general updates on 
plans for Thanksgiving, winter recess 
and the spring semester. 

Gorman announced in her email that 
students will need to demonstrate a 
“convincing need” to stay on campus. 
However, she said that the administration 
is planning to consider all situations 
presented to them in the petitions. 

“On the housing petition, we provide 
students the opportunity to describe 
their circumstances [when] filling out the 
petition,” Gorman said.

The current housing petition form asks 
if those seeking to stay on campus are 
international students or students facing 
housing insecurity, reflecting similar 
criteria from the spring semester. While 
77 percent of spring housing petitions 
were approved, some students said that 
they wished administration had been 
considerate of students who would be 
going back home to COVID-19 outbreaks 
or unsafe environments.

Gorman said that administration 
plans to take concerns about housing 
and dining expenses over winter break 
into account.

“The petition includes a question that 
asks if financial support is needed should 
their petition to stay be granted. Similar to 
how we responded this past summer, we 
will consider requests for financial support 
from students who 
wouldn’t be able to stay 
without aid from Rice,” 
Gorman said.

With the fall 
semester coming to an 
end in three weeks, 
students are starting to 
consider their plans for 
the break. While some 
students are booking 
flights for home or 
looking at off campus 
locations in Houston, 
others said they are hoping they’ll be able 
to extend their stay at Rice over winter 
break. Lingkun Guo, an international 
student from China, said she doesn’t see 
going home as a viable option. 

“I petitioned to stay on campus 
because I’m concerned about the travel 
restrictions faced by Chinese nationals 
when entering the U.S.,” Guo, a Brown 
College sophomore, said. “If I were to go 

home, I’m not entirely sure when and if 
I’ll be able to return to campus for the 
spring semester.” 

Addison Saley, a member of the cross 
country team, said the unpredictability 
of the season prompted her to petition to 
stay on campus. 

“There is minimal, if not zero 
information about 
when our meets will 
be, how training will 
work out, if we are 
expected to be on 
campus earlier or 
anything like that,” 
Saley, a Wiess College 
freshman, said. “I 
am petitioning as a 
proactive move to 
ensure I will be able to 
participate in training, 
whatever or whenever 
that may be.” 

Bryan Lankford, 
a Duncan College 
freshman, said he is 
also very resistant 
to the idea of going 
home, where family 
stress would disrupt 
the level of comfort 
he feels at Rice. 

“I’d rather not be 
around [my parents] at all,” Lankford 
said. “I feel safe and welcome at Rice, 
while I feel the exact opposite with my 
parents.” 

 Tori Gonzales, a Martel College 
sophomore, also said that going home 

over winter break 
would present 
emotional and 
financial difficulties 
for her.

 “For me, going 
and staying home 
for all of Christmas 
break isn’t as simple 
as most,” Gonzales 
said. “When I go 
home, it applies 
added pressure 
onto my family 

through space accommodation. I also 
have an OC job in Houston that would 
be hard for me to keep if I am gone for 
almost two months. Overall, for the sake 
of my mental health and being able to 
financially support myself it is best for 
me to stay in Houston.”

As a QuestBridge Scholar, Arielle 
Noah, a Will Rice College freshman 
said she is concerned about potential 

difficulties she might face with her 
personal expenses, particularly as a 
result of Rice’s limited dining options as 
of late.

“My only concern is making sure I’m 
able to buy groceries and other personal 
items ... I’m [a QuestBridge Scholar] so 
all of my money comes from the refund 

check, [and] I’m not sure how dining 
will be... I have to eat out more since the 
menu isn’t accommodating all the time 
for vegetarians,” Noah said.  

Gonzales, who stayed on campus over 
the spring, said she was very grateful for 
the Martel resident associates, who tried to 
accommodate for the servery’s limitations.

“One of the things I appreciated from 
last spring is when the RAs would use 
college funding to host OC food nights — 
they would pick-up our orders and bring 
them to us,” Gonzales said. “These nights 
provided students with an alternative to 
servery food, which at the time lacked a 
variety of options and wasn’t very friendly 
to those with dietary restrictions.”

While some students say they are 
pretty confident about being approved, 
others are not. As an international 
student who has been staying on campus 
since the spring semester, Guo said she 
has little reason to believe that she won’t 
be approved. 

“I feel like Rice will approve [my] 
petition because one of the questions in 
the petition form asks if the student is an 
international student. I think this shows 
that Rice is considering its international 
students.”

Noah, however, said she is hesitant 
about whether or not Rice will approve 
her petition. 

“I’m not sure how hopeful I am since a 
lot of people will want to stay on campus 
for health and safety reasons,” Noah 
said. “I understand that my situation is 
not the worst it could be so Rice may send 

me home.” 
While Saley is not 

very worried about 
being approved to 
stay on campus, 
she did express a 
potential concern 
about the isolation 
that she said will 
likely occur. 

“I am not worried 
about staying on 
campus. The only 
thing is it may be a 
little lonely,” Saley 
said. “I do not know 
how many people 
plan to stay, but I 
imagine it is not a 
lot.” 

College core 
teams are already 
thinking about and 
trying to prepare 
for the potential 

mental health determinants that may 
occur as a result of inevitable isolation. 
Winston Liaw, one of the Duncan 
magisters, said that he and his wife, 
Eden King, plan to be especially attentive 
to this issue.

“Eden and I are concerned about 
loneliness and social isolation among 
Duncaroos and that these feelings will 
worsen over the winter break,” Liaw said. 
“Because there are no classes, we see this 
as an important time for us to continue 
building relationships with students 
at Duncan and to facilitate deeper 
connection between students.”

Gonzales said that she believes Rice 
should allow for more gatherings among 
students, given the success Rice has 
observed in keeping COVID-19 cases to a 
minimum. 

“We did have a GroupMe that helped 
some, but it was crazy to be here when 
the swings, hammocks, and picnic tables 
were being removed from campus,” 
Gonzales said. “This time around 
students have already adjusted to a full 
semester of social distancing and weekly 
testing and I think this lends to being 
able to have responsible and socially-
distanced gatherings.”

Administration announces petition for winter break housing

Adjaye Associates’ design is three stories, 
80,000 square feet and features a rooftop 
auditorium. An architectural rendering of 
the exterior features a vertical line pattern 
on its exterior, windows and skylights, 
and circular and semicircular shapes in its 
design. An architectural rendering of the 
interior shows the MultiCultural Center 
with large windows and natural lighting 
and again features circular and semicircular 
shapes in its design.

Ristow said a new Multicultural Center 
will be located in the new facility, but its 
exact size and where it will be on the site 
will need to be confirmed in subsequent 
planning and design phases. 

According to the Adjaye Associates 
website, the firm’s design approach includes 
a focus on materiality and light, sustainable 
architecture and community engagement.

“My approach is to design from the inside 
out and my buildings have been said to 
‘unfold cinematically.’ The starting point is 
to gain an understanding of a client’s needs 
and the way in which a sequence of spaces 
will be used,” Adjaye said on the website.

Ristow said that the design concept 
proposed by the winning design team 
retains the size of the existing basement 
but calls for completely re-programming 

and renovating what resides within it, and 
further changes will need to be verified in 
the later phases of design.

KTRU station manager Harrison Lorenzen 
said that he would like for KTRU to have more 
visibility within the new student center.

 “We tend to have a cool space and would 
like to be placed in a location where we 
can be more visible to passersby. We have 
long been tucked away in the RMC, where 
our new students can’t find us for their 
interviews, but it would be great to place 
us more centrally with windows so people 
can see the inner workings of a full-time 
radio station,” Lorenzen, a Will Rice College 
senior, said.

Lorenzen said he was concerned with the 
logistics of relocating some student groups 
while the student center is under construction.

“I am a bit concerned with the logistics 
of relocating all of the RMC groups and 
services during the construction since 
places like KTRU and Coffeehouse will 
have much different requirements than just 
relocating offices, and I hope that is taken 
into consideration,” Lorenzen said.

Christian Owens, manager of The Hoot, 
said that he would like to see the student-
run business have a space to call its own in 
the new student center.

“Currently, we share space with 4.Tac0 
(when it’s open), and we’d prefer to have 

our own. Of course, things like a new 
oven would be nice, but that’s certainly 
secondary to a new, personal space for us,” 
Owens, a Martel College senior, said.

Rice PRIDE president Anthony Nguyen 
said that he would like to see the Queer 
Resource Center in a more spacious and 
visible space in the new student center.

“Rice PRIDE uses the QRC often, but for 
larger events, we typically have to move to 
the [Multicultural Center] or another large 
area. Even pre-COVID, it only had room to 
comfortably fit a couple of people — even 
less than the RWRC — and I would love 
to see a future QRC be used as a cozy safe 
space that can also function well for large 
gatherings,” Nguyen, a Hanszen College 
junior, said. 

Sir David Adjaye, founder and principal 
of Adjaye Associates, was recently named 
the 2021 Royal Gold Medal recipient, an 
architecture award selected every year by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects. 
Adjaye told Rice News that the firm looked 
forward to collaborating with Rice.

“Responding to the architectural history 
of the university, the city of Houston and 
the region, the student center will come 
to embody its position at the heart of the 
campus, fostering catalytic connections 
between undergraduates, graduates, faculty 
and staff activated in both the threshold and 
formalized spaces of the new building,” 
Adjaye said.

FROM PAGE 1

STUDENT CENTER

Overall, for the sake of 
my mental health and 
being able to financially 
support myself, it is 
best for me to stay in 
Houston.
Tori Gonzales
MARTEL COLLEGE SOPHOMORE
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OPINION
THE RICE THRESHER

This week is hard. The timeline and 
stakes of this election are unlike any before, 
and it is likely we will not know the results 
on election night. Because of delays in vote 
counting — due to the increase in mail-in 
ballots and early voting, or the possibility 
of a losing candidate contesting the results 
—  the election results will likely not be 
finalized before Wednesday, when students 
are expected back in class. Many students 
will spend the upcoming days glued to their 
screens, watching states blink red or blue, 
and worrying about what happens post-
election. 

Although Rice has provided some 
academic accommodations on Election Day 
itself — such as requiring asynchronous 
options for class delivery as well as 
preventing assignments from being due — 
it is not enough. Consider what choosing 
asynchronous delivery on Election Day for 
a Tuesday/Thursday class actually looks 
like for a student. The student is expected 
to choose between learning the material on 
Tuesday while watching the results trickle 
in, or on Wednesday amid their regular 
course schedule. While asynchronous 
delivery provides students with more time to 
vote on Election Day, it does not account for 
the personal impacts of the results to follow. 

Because the administration is not 
mandating extensions, we ask professors: 
Please take it upon yourselves to help your 
students. We understand the position that 
professors are in, having to fit the same 
amount of course material into a shortened 
semester. But students already preoccupied 
with election concerns might not be able to 
temporarily put aside their worries for an 
upcoming assignment — we must prioritize 
our mental health over our school work. 
The chaos surrounding this election will 
not simply disappear on Nov. 4, which 
professors know as well as we do. With this 
in mind, we ask that you be flexible with 
deadlines, extensions and grading in the 
weeks and months to come. 

To the administration, we appreciate the 
steps taken over the summer to help allow 
students to vote on Election Day. But, in the 
future, we ask for you to take a step further. 
The impacts of Election Day are more often 
felt in the days following the election. Even 
though not every election will be as divisive 
as this one, this is still an opportunity from 
which we can learn. Our well-being cannot 
bounce back immediately after a day of 
rest. We ask, in the future, that you choose 
to allow students ample time to digest the 
results of elections.

Students have heightened anxieties 
during this time, regardless of who wins — 
for their safety, for their futures, for other 
people, for their families, for the rest of the 
world. With all this going on, no midterm 
break to properly rest, and an increasingly 
worsening pandemic without proper 
academic accommodations to account for it 
all, we need time to rest and check in with 
one another. Whatever outcome, election 
night will be hard; the days following may 
be worse. Be gentle with us — we’re trying. 

EDITORIAL

Accomodate for the election’s impacts

Students already 
preoccupied with election 
concerns might not be 
able to temporarily put 
aside their worries for an 
upcoming assignment.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

In “Students navigate being queer in religious organizations,” Grace Weng’s role in Rice Chi 
Alpha is a staff member, not an intern.

Correction

for the Rice Thresher — print & online!
submit your draft to thresher@rice.edu

ILLUSTRATION BY TINA LIU
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MORGAN GAGE
THRESHER STAFF

Indya Porter was in her high school 
Spanish class when she learned that she had 
received a four-year, full-ride scholarship 
to Rice. She had not told anyone that she 
had even applied to Rice, not expecting that 
anyone would have heard of it in Chino Hills, 
California, where she grew up.

“Since I was a little kid, my parents had 
been like, ‘You need a scholarship if you’re 
going to go to college,’ and when I was a kid 
I was like, ‘There’s no way I will be able to 
get a scholarship,’” Porter, a Baker College 
junior, said. 

That changed when she heard about the 
QuestBridge College Match program in her 
junior year of high school. Porter applied to 
Rice through QuestBridge. 

“It was a complete life-changing moment 
for me,” Porter said. “I had this whole 
trajectory of, like, okay, I’m going to go to 
whatever [University of California] I get into 
[and] pay as much of it as I can. I’ll be in debt. 
But getting into Rice meant I just have to move 
to Texas, and then I don’t have to worry about 
debt and go to an amazing school.”

When Porter applied for QuestBridge, she 
said she didn’t expect to get the scholarship 
—  but knew she would regret it if she did 
not apply at all. Porter said she did not tell 
anyone that she had applied to Rice or the 
QuestBridge program for multiple reasons, 
partly due to her low expectations.

“Another reason I didn’t tell people in high 
school that I got QuestBridge was because 
then it’s like you’re outing yourself as low-
income and that was not something I was 
comfortable with at the time,” Porter said. 
“Especially because the city I grew up in was 
very high-income. Socioeconomically, I didn’t 
relate to many of my peers.”

This feeling carried on when Porter first 
came to Rice. She said that since there are a 
lot of QuestBridge scholars at Rice, she felt 
like her involvement would call attention to 
her being a low-income student. This feeling 
— as well as her heavier involvement with 
other groups at Rice — prevented her from 
being as involved as she wanted to be with 
the QuestBridge community. 

But during her sophomore year, Porter 
became treasurer of the QuestBridge chapter 
at Rice, which she said helped her become 
more involved after previously feeling 
disconnected from the organization. 

“My sophomore year I definitely got 
way more comfortable in all aspects of my 
identity, and I was more open about being 
low-income,” Porter said. “Also that’s a really 
good way to be a resource for other low-
income people, especially underclassmen.”

This story has been shortened for print 
and continues online at ricethresher.org.

BLACK AT RICE: 
INDYA PORTER 
EMBRACES HER 
IDENTITY

Trick-or-treat: 
Rice students 
in costume
This weekend, the pandemic didn’t stop Rice 
students from safely celebrating Halloween. 
We asked and you delivered — here are some 
of this weekend’s best costumes.

“I did an outfit entirely from items in my 
closet inspired by one of my favorite video 
game series growing up, Portal! (Yes, I did 
already have white go-go boots.) I also 
did some matching eyeshadow in the 
game’s color scheme.” 
— Blaise Willis, Duncan College junior

“My lovely dog Kiko is a ferocious pumpkin!”

 — Eli Acuña, Will Rice College junior

“I was Yennefer of Vengerberg from The Witcher 3: 
Wild Hunt! My costume was a mishmash of thrifted 
pieces, things already in my closet, and a few things 
off of Amazon (a belt, gloves, feathers). I’ve wanted 
to be Yen since this winter when the Netflix version 
of The Witcher came out.” 
— Hannah George, Wiess College senior

“This year I went as Katara from [“Avatar: The Last 
Airbender”]! A few friends and I all dressed up as different 
characters from the show, I decided to go as Katara because 
she was one of my favorites and I really liked her Fire Nation 
outfit. Because I didn’t have time to go shopping this year, 
I DIYed my costume and sewed the entire thing by hand, 
including accessories!” 
— Serra Sozen, Sid Richardson College senior

Election 2020
How did students vote in the 2020 general 
election? Who did they vote for? Find out at 
ricethresher.org.

Crosswords
What do “Fleabag” and “Bird Box” have 
in common? Find out in one of this week’s 
two crosswords.

r i ce thresher.orgR E A D  M O R E  O N L I N E

Indya Porter, a Baker College junior, knew 
nothing about residential colleges before 
O-Week. Now, Porter is deeply tied to Baker.

CHANNING WANG / THRESHER
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WEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENS

‘IMPRESSIONS’
ER Gallery’s first exhibition, 
“Impressions,” will be on view at 
Sewall Hall starting this Thursday, Nov. 
5-11. Featured student artists Braden 
Perryman and Jose Martinez Negrete will 
discuss their work on Friday, Nov. 6 at 7 
p.m. via Zoom. Register for their virtual 

artist talk at bit.ly/3mMXXhu.

ARTIST LECTURE
The Center for African American 
Studies and the Department of 
Visual and Dramatic Arts will kick 
off their visiting artist lecture series 
with a virtual talk by Devin Kenny 
this Thursday at noon. Kenny’s work 
centers on cultural products of the 
African Diaspora in the U.S. Register for 
the Zoom webinar at bit.ly/3mQs9Z1.

ESPERANZA 2020
This homecoming tradition will look 
different this year — Rice Program 
Council will present Esperanza 2020 
as a campus carnival this Saturday, 
Nov. 7 from 3-7 p.m. Remote students 
can enjoy virtual movie screenings and 
games, while on-campus students can 
participate in various activites across 
campus when they sign up by Nov. 4. 
Visit the Facebook Event page to sign up. 

INPRINT:
NICK HORNBY

The 2020/2021 Inprint Margarett Root 
Brown Reading Series continues its 
40th season with a virtual talk by Nick 
Hornby this Sunday, Nov. 8 at 4 p.m. 
Hornby will give a short reading of his 
new novel “Just Like You” and engage 
in conversation with award-winning 
journalist Vendela Vida. Tickets for 
this live stream event are $5, and can 

be purchased at inprinthouston.org.

THRESHER STAFF
SHIYU MIAO

4 veggie friendly restaurants 
near campus to visit 

COURTESY TRUE FOOD KITCHENCOURTESY TRUE FOOD KITCHEN

READ MORE ONLINE

THRESHER STAFF
JULIA LI

Review: Ariana Grande’s 
“positions” seduces, shimmers 

COURTESY REPUBLIC RECORDSCOURTESY REPUBLIC RECORDS

“Replete with new collaborations 
featuring The Weeknd, Doja Cat and 
Ty Dolla $ign alongside Grande’s 
trademark silvery vocals, ‘positions’ is 
sure to satisfy fans.” 

THRESHER STAFF
JACOB DUFF

Review: Gorillaz’s new album 
is a chaotic masterpiece

COURTESY PARLOPHONE RECORDSCOURTESY PARLOPHONE RECORDS

“In an age where the barriers between 
virtual reality and real life are becoming 
blurred, “Song Machine, Season One: 
Strange Timez,” sits on the precipice of 
the future.”

Living on campus and have limited op-
tions as vegetarians or vegans? Trying 
to live a healthier life? Here’s a list of 
vegetarian and vegan options around 
Rice’s campus.

Black Art at Rice: A Conversation with Chelsea Sharpe

INTERVIEWED BY EMILY MA
FOR THE THRESHER

From performing for world-renowned 
classical musicians to recording music 
for Kanye West and “The Late Show with 
Stephen Colbert,” Shepherd School of Music 
alumna Chelsea Sharpe (Lovett College ’15) 
has done it all. As she reflects upon key 
experiences and lessons that have shaped 
her journey to becoming a professional 
violinist, Sharpe offers her perspective on 
the role of music in politics, representation 
and empowerment. She is currently a fellow 
at the prestigious New World Symphony 
Orchestra and works remotely with students 
from Medellín, Colombia as part of an 
educational outreach program. 

Rice Thresher: What was your Rice 
experience like?

Chelsea Sharpe: Rice is great. I mean, 
musically, Rice is considered one of the best 
programs. And so it was kind of always on my 
radar when I was looking into schools, and 
I was really excited to have gotten accepted. 
I love the fact that I had the intensity of the 
music school, but also kind of the variety 
and diversity of the larger university. So it 
was nice to have that really intense focus at 
Shepherd, but then go back to Lovett and talk 
to people who were studying all sorts of really 
interesting things, and had different interests. 

RT: What kinds of musical ensembles 
or events have you participated in since 
graduating from Rice? 

CS: After Rice, I went to [the University of 
Southern California], so being in downtown 
[Los Angeles], I had the opportunity to do 
some studio work for film and TV. I played 
for Kanye West, I’ve [recorded] music for 
TV performances, for [Black Entertainment 
Television] awards and the “Colbert Show,” 
so that was kind of cool. And then I’ve done 
some touring internationally, I played on a 
cruise ship in Alaska and the Mediterranean. 
I think that’s one of the cool things about 
leaving school, is you have a little bit more 
freedom to really explore how far and how 
creative you can get with your instrument. 

RT: Do you have a musical role model or 
any favorite musical artists (from any genre)? 

CS: One of my favorite artists, who I 

think just embodies so many of the values 
that I really love, is Nina Simone. I love how 
unapologetically herself she was in her 
identity as a Black woman, and as an artist 
who wasn’t really afraid to speak on the 
political climate of the time, and make her art 
relevant. Sometimes in classical music, I feel 
like we like to think that we’re existing kind 
of in a vacuum, and we’re just in our concert 
hall, and everything that’s happening outside 
doesn’t have anything to do with what’s 
happening inside. But the truth is, a lot of this 
music was written under extreme political 
circumstances, and in major watershed 
events in history, and I love the fact that Nina 
Simone was just fearless in making her art 

speak to the times and for the people that 
she represented. It’s something that I tried to 
keep in the back of my mind as I progress as 
an artist and a creative.

RT: What is your perspective on the 
representation of Black composers and Black 
musicians in classical music? 

CS: Yeah, there’s been a large push, 
especially after this, you know, particularly 
heinous summer of anti-Black violence over 
the summer. There’s been a large push to bring 
that repertoire to the forefront, repertoire 
coming from African diasporic composers, 
and I’m glad for it, I’m grateful. It’s definitely 
way too late. What I think people forget is 
when you exclude these composers — and it’s 
not always conscious, although sometimes it 
has been — I think the overall art form suffers. 
Students don’t receive the education that we 
probably deserve when we’re not hearing 
[and] studying this music, when we’re 
not understanding the enormous impact 

these composers had on the American and 
international musical landscape in classical 
music. So, we’re really doing ourselves a 
disservice when it gets ignored, left off of 
programming, left out of the curriculum. 
So, I’m really excited. It’s very encouraging 
to see more robust efforts made to do the 
research and to include this repertoire in 
those spheres, because I think it’s music that 
deserves to be heard. It’s good music and the 
influence on the art form is undeniable. So 
those are things that definitely deserve more 
attention, for sure. 

RT: What advice would you give aspiring 
musicians of color? 

CS: The advice that I would give aspiring 
musicians of color is for them to understand 
that even if they are the only one in the room 
— and in many cases they will be — that 
they absolutely deserve to be there. If they’re 
there, they deserve to be there. I know a lot of 
people deal with this, but imposter syndrome 
is real, just to understand that you deserve to 
be there. And you deserve to have your voice 
heard. And, you know, it’s not going to be an 
issue of if difficulties arise. When difficulties 
arise, you have to remember that there really 
is an entire community of people who came 
before you, who are rooting for you — not just 
your family and your friends, but I literally 
think almost in an ancestral sense. There 
are people who dreamt that I would be able 
to do what I’m doing now, you know — it’s 
incredibly empowering, I think, when you 
look at it from that perspective. 

RT: Can you describe some challenges that 
you’ve had to overcome on your journey as a 
professional musician? 

CS: Just that feeling, like, “Am I good 
enough? Do I make a powerful enough 
statement?” The landscape that we have 
for auditioning for orchestras is incredibly 
competitive, professional orchestras, and in 
many cases, it takes years and a lot of lost 
auditions to get to where you want to be. 
So I’m currently navigating that. And in the 
meantime, just maintaining [inspiration] 
throughout the hardships that will inevitably 
— I think for all artists, we face hardship 
with things like imposter syndrome, and 
just wondering if what you are so passionate 
about really has a place in the world. And 
coming to the realization that of course if 
it’s something you’re passionate about, it’s 
always worth pursuing. 

RT: Could you speak on the role of 
music during difficult times, especially 
during the pandemic?

CS: There’s no denial that music has an 
incredible healing power, just by design. It’s 
like, for a moment, you’re just able to slip into 
a place where there isn’t as much suffering. 
And I think musicians carry a special talent; 
we are special vacuums for that type of 
experience. I feel honored to be a part of that 
group. I think music has a responsibility to 
respond to what’s happening in the world 
and in the country. In doing that, we can 
facilitate conversation and we can act as a 
tool of healing.

I think music has a 
responsibility to respond 
to what’s happening 
in the world and in 
the country. In doing 
that, we can facilitate 
conversation and we can 
act as a tool of healing. 
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Rice will host the University of Texas 
at San Antonio on Saturday in what will 
be the Owls’ third game of the season. 
Rice beat The University of Southern 
Mississippi on Saturday to improve to 1-1 
on the season. 

Head coach Mike Bloomgren said 
that he was happy with the team’s 
performance in their first win of the year.

“It felt good to get a win,” Bloomgren 
said. “[It was] an incredible effort from 
start to finish. I can’t say enough about 
how proud I am of this team.”

The Owls will look to build off their 
previous game against Southern Miss. 
On Saturday, the Owls beat the Golden 
Eagles, 30-6. The Owls built a large lead 
thanks to a 20-point second quarter, and 
were able to stay comfortably ahead as 
the game went on. On offense, they were 
led by a four-touchdown effort from 
quarterback Mike Collins, three of which 
went to senior receiver Austin Trammell. 
Meanwhile, the defense forced three 
turnovers, and was able to limit the 
Golden Eagles offense to just six points. 

According to Bloomgren, while the 
team played well, they still have to 
improve as the season goes on.

“Although that was the week one 
to week two jump we wanted to make, 

we’re far from a finished product,” he 
said. “We’ve got a lot of work that we still 
[need] to do on this football team to be 
as good as we’re capable of being. And I 
really believe these guys are committed 
to doing that work.”

UTSA, meanwhile, enters the game 
at 4-4, having started their season six 
weeks before Rice. In their first season 
under head coach Jeff Traylor, the 
Roadrunners are looking to improve off 
of a 4-8 record last season. While they 
began their season with three straight 
wins, they have lost four of their last 
five games. They are coming off of a 24-3 
loss against Florida Atlantic University. 
Traylor said that while their last few 
games have been challenging, they are 
in a good position going into the final 
stretch of their season.

“These last four games have really 
challenged our players,” Traylor said. 
“[But] we have a real chance to make a 
statement [in our final] four games.”

Through two games, the Owls’ offense 
has shown promise. They rank third in 
the conference in both points per game 
(32.0) and yards per game (418.5). So far, 
the Owls have shown balance between 
their running and passing games, 
ranking fourth in the conference in both 
passing and rushing yards per game. 
Rice ranks ninth in all of college football 
with 47.5 rushing attempts per game, but 

this has been offset by a passing game 
led by Collins’ eight touchdowns, five of 
which have gone to Trammell. According 
to Bloomgren, the improvement of the 
passing game, sparked by the arrival of 
Collins, has been the biggest difference 
in Rice’s offense from last season.

“Someone told me yesterday that [the 
past two weeks were] the first time since 
2014 that Rice has scored 30 or more points 
in back-to-back games,” Bloomgren said. 
“Mike [Collins] is the biggest change. 
It’s the best play we’ve had out of a 
quarterback in our time here.”

Rice will face a UTSA defense that has 

shown similar balance. They rank seventh 
and eighth in the conference in rushing 
and passing yards allowed, respectively. 
They’ve allowed 27.4 points per game 
this season, which ranks a slightly better 
sixth out of 13 teams in the conference. 
They are led by safety Rashad Wisdom, 
who has 63 tackles to go along with two 
interceptions on the season.

On offense, the Roadrunners feature 
a run-heavy approach. They are led by 
running back Sincere McCormick, who 
leads the entire NCAA in rushing yards 
with 921. He also has the most rushing 
attempts in college football this season. 
Their passing game, meanwhile, has 
seen some turnover at the quarterback 
position. While they began the season 
with Frank Harris at quarterback, 
Harris went down with an injury in late 
September. Backup Lowell Narcisse took 
over for Harris, and impressed enough 
to win the starting job, before suffering 
a season-ending injury in mid-October. 
Now, Harris is back under center. He 
has thrown for 895 yards this season, in 
addition to 258 yards on the ground, and 
has scored nine total touchdowns.

Rice’s defense will be tasked with 
slowing down McCormick and the UTSA 
offense. After allowing 40 points to 
Middle Tennessee State University in 
their first game, the defense bounced 
back to allow only six points to 
Southern Miss. Bloomgren attributed 
this improvement to a number of young 
players stepping up. In particular, he 
said that redshirt freshman safety Chike 
Anigbogu, who forced a fumble late in 
the second quarter, played a pivotal role 
for Rice.

“Chike ended up being our defensive 
player of the game,” Bloomgren said. 
“[He went from finding out that] he was 
starting on Thursday [before the game], 
to defensive player of the game.”

Rice’s run defense has been stout, 
holding opponents to 3.3 yards per carry, 
good for third in the conference. This 
figures to play a large role against the run-
heavy UTSA offense. Their pass defense, 
however, ranks tenth in the conference 
with 251 yards per game allowed. 
According to defensive coordinator Brian 
Smith, preventing big plays will be key to 
the defense’s success.

“Any time you’re giving up big plays 
the way we did in the first game, that’s 
never a good thing,” Smith said. “We’ve 
talked a lot about eliminating the big 
plays, keeping the [offense] in front of 
us. I think the guys got the message, 
and they did a lot better [against 
Southern Miss].”

Kickoff is at 2:30 p.m. The game will 
be broadcast on ESPN3.

“[I was] just hoping to compete well 
as it was our first and only meet of the 
year,” Bevan said. “We did compete 
exceedingly well and I’m proud of them. 
Everyone we raced against had at least 
one or more race this year and had some 
sort of normalized season.”

Over on the men’s side, the Owls 
finished in third place for the fourth 
consecutive year. 

Senior Hociel Landa placed 
fourth overall in the 8k race with 
a time of 24:11.73, the highest individual 
finish by an Owl at the C-USA 
Championships since 2005.

“The meet went very well, especially 
Hociel,” Jon Warren, the men’s head 
coach, said. “That fourth-place finish is 
the best Rice finish in many years and 
he mixed it up and even beat some truly 

outstanding runners. Then the other 
guys packed very well with four total 
earning all-conference honors. A good, 
good day.”

As Landa collected his fourth all-
conference nod, redshirt senior Matthew 
Murray (No. 17-25:05.22), redshirt 
sophomore Ace Castillo (No. 18-25:06.01) 
and senior Andrew Abikhaled (No. 19-
25:06.98) all finished together to earn 
Third Team All-Conference honors. 

Warren agreed with his counterpart, 
that more of a season would have been 
beneficial to his team. Still, he said he is 
pleased with the results.

“Having this be the only race in the 
season definitely makes expectation 
settings a challenge,” Warren said. 
“I think having a season would have 
been helpful and the guys absolutely 
ran well considering the uniqueness of 
everything. I think third place is a great 
finish. I was hoping for a high finish and 
I’m happy with the way it turned out.”
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PHOTO COURTESY JOE HARPER
Quarterback Mike Collins (above) threw four touchdown passes last weekend against Southern Miss, bringing his total to eight 
touchdown passes over the first two games, a school record. The Owl ranks third in C-USA both in points per game and yards per game.

Owls to battle with Roadrunners on Saturday

[The past two weeks were] 
the first time since 2014 
that Rice has scored 30 or 
more points in back-to-
back games. Mike [Collins] 
is the biggest change. It’s 
the best play we’ve had 
out of a quarterback in our 
time here.

Blaze Alldredge
RICE LINEBACKER

FROM PAGE 1

CROSS COUNTRY

PHOTO COURTESY CONFERENCE USA
Sophomore Grace Forbes (above) became just the third Owl in the history of the program to 
win an individual conference title. She crossed the finish line with a time of 19 minutes and 
58 seconds.
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CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Lindsay Josephs
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire, written this week by Timmy Mansfield and Edward Wong, edited by Simona Matakeout and designed by StickyRice Matovic.  To order fried rice, email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

Bring Rice Home With You This 
Winter Break

There’s a lot going on in the world right now and a lot of 
uncertainty, but one thing is for sure: In a couple of weeks, 

you’re going to leave Rice for a seemingly endless winter break. 
Anticipating winter break may stress you out — it’s a big change 

and if you’re anything like us here at the Backpage, you must feel 
anxious to be separated from our beloved school for so long. Worry 
not, as we have created an extensive list of ways you can bring that 

authentic Rice feeling home with you. 

Stick pencils up your nose: 
Grab your favorite writing utensil and 

make sure to do ten circles in each 
nostril. Have a parent sit across from 

you and ask if you’ve done this before, 
and have them text you a false positive 

test a couple days later.

Shaving cream harassment:
 If you find yourself missing some of Rice’s finest 

culture, strip down and equip enough shaving 
cream to not even come close to covering yourself, 

and take a journey around your neighborhood. 
Show off your shaving cream art skills on your 

neighbor’s house and even show them a little too 
much of your body if they hear you.

Kidnap squirrels: We here at the Backpage 
love the adorable, overgrown and semi-

feral babies that are our squirrels. With just 
one quick kidnapping of local squirrels, you 

can have your hard-earned doughnuts be robbed 
from you in the comfort of your own home. 

Complain to parents who will ignore you: Do you love how Rice ignores 
student complaints? Want to keep this great school tradition alive at home? 

Just simply get your parents to ignore you! Coronavirus impacting your grades? 
Your parents will pretend not to have heard it! Want to have a discussion about 
Willy’s statue? Not in this household. You’ll feel like you never left Rice at all. 

Rename parts of your house to Rice places: 
If you’re someone who has a strong connection 

with the buildings of Rice, this is perfect for 
you. Name your parking lot Martel, call your 
toaster Lovett. Hell, name your toilet Brown. 

The possibilities are endless.
Eat grilled chicken for at least half of your dinners: We know what your 

family will be saying, “Chicken again? I thought we had this like last night?” 
Yes, you did, but this time it has different sauce. To complete the dish, throw 
in some bland veggies and a cake from a few days ago. For weekend lunches, 

we recommend slapping together the most abominable combination of 
whatever you have left from last week.

Erect statues of racist historical figures: For 
anyone who loves tradition, we’ve got the perfect 
thing for you. Why not erect some statues of racist 

white men in your living room. Robert E. Lee? 
Jefferson Davis? It would really show how proud 
you are of past history. You might even get a pat 
on the back from your brother who just moved 

out. After all, he is kind of like an alumnus of your 
home, and as you know, alumni love stuff like that. 

Shelter yourself from the sun: To give yourself the feeling of an incoming 
midterm (so pretty much the whole semester), spend as little time outdoors as 

possible and maximize time spent at your desk. To enhance your immersion we 
suggest logging on to GradeScope and submitting an unfinished grocery list, or 

perhaps logging onto WebWork and unplugging your router.

Sit in an empty Zoom call with your 
camera off: After you roll out of bed, 

we recommend looking at your phone in 
front of your desk instead of your bed and 
joining an empty Zoom call to replicate the 
feeling of early morning classes. Toss on a 

TED Talk in the background if you’re feeling 
it, and get your practice in for tuning out 

professors next semester.
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