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‘I love the Lord, and I don’t see 
any error in my ways’:

KAVYA SAHNI
ASST FEATURES EDITOR 

Editor’s Note: The Thresher has 
granted anonymity to certain students 
who are not yet out to their community or 
family members. Anonymous students 
who have been given pseudonyms will 
be indicated with an asterisk* in their 
first mention.

The moment Emma* decided that 
she wanted to attend Rice was during an 
event hosted by  Christian club Chi Alpha 
at Owl Days in 2019. The event was an ice 
cream social and “large group” gathering 
— Rice Chi Alpha’s weekly event where 
members sing worship songs and their 
pastor, Josh Bell, goes over a message 
from the Bible.

“I felt super connected to Rice Chi 
Alpha before I even came here,” Emma, 
now a sophomore, said.

Emma has also leaned into another 
community at Rice: Rice Pride, the 
university’s LGBTQ+ organization.

Across campus, queer students 
like Emma are members of religious 
organizations such as Rice Chi Alpha, 
Rice Hillel and Rice Muslim Student 
Association. While some of them are 
comfortable sharing their LGBTQ+ 
identity with peers in their religious 
groups, others stay silent due to fear 
of judgement and discrimination. The 
Thresher spoke with seven students 
about how they navigate being queer in 
various religious organizations.  

Queer and Christian
Emma said she’s never felt conflicted 

between identifying as a Christian and 
identifying as bisexual.

“I don’t think that my identification 
as a bisexual makes my God love me any 
less,” Emma said. “And I would hope that 

everybody else in Chi Alpha 
would feel the same way 

just because …  our 
core mission 

and our 

unified truth that we have as a Christian 
organization on campus is that we love 
others because he first loved us.”

Chi Alpha has been a “lifeline” for 
Emma, she said. Apart from being a 
source of community and support for 
each other, Emma’s small group within 
Chi Alpha meets once a week to talk 
about scripture and update each other 
on their lives.

Emma is not out as bisexual to 
most members of Chi Alpha, she said. 
She cited differences in interpreting 
Bible scriptures and potential 
negative reactions as things that hold 
her back.

“It’s more comfortable for me to be 
presumed straight, because you never 
know the way people and their different 
theologies understand the scriptures in 
the Bible,” Emma said. “I don’t want the 
assumption to be made about me that I 
love my God any less ... or that my God 
loves me any less, because I also may 
love a woman.”

Rice Chi Alpha is a student 
club and ministry and 
R i c e ’ s branch of the 

nationwide organization, which 
is sponsored by World Assemblies 
of God Fellowship, an assembly of 
Protestant churches.

Emma said she feels like her 
fear of judgment from Chi Alpha, a 
community that she cherishes, comes 
a lot more from her perception of how 
they would judge her if she came out 
to them and less so from the reality of 
how they would respond.

“I have had conversations about 
these sorts of issues with people [in 
Chi Alpha] where they would sort 
of insinuate that it’s not right, or 
insinuate that it’s sinful, or say, you 
know, salvation will heal them, they’ll 
see the error of their ways,” Emma 
said. “It makes me confused, because 
I have accepted salvation, and I love 
the Lord, and I don’t see any error in 
my ways.”

Josh Bell, Chi Alpha’s pastor, 
declined the Thresher’s request for an 
interview. The Thresher also reached 
out to an intern at Rice Chi Alpha, 
Grace Weng, who was not available 

SEE QUEER & RELIGIOUS PAGE 5

Painting the town: Houston muralist 
GONZO247 spearheads new campus mural

Maskless visitors roam campus despite 
RUPD enforcement

KATELYN LANDRY
A&E EDITOR

This week, another prolific Houston 
artist is making their mark on Rice’s 
largest canvases in the next installation 
of the Moody Center for the Arts’ season 
of “Creative Interventions.” Through the 
week of Oct. 26, internationally acclaimed 
Houston-based graffiti artist GONZO247 is 
joining forces with Rice students, alumni 
and community members to create a mural 
in celebration of Owl Together, the first 
combined celebration of Homecoming & 
Reunion and Families Weekend.

The community mural will join Houston 
artist Jasmine Zelaya’s “Detroit Red” and Rice 
artist-in-residence Allison Hunter’s “The 
Hive at Rice” on the side of a provisional 
campus facility (the large white tents), 
adding yet another burst of imagination to 
the artistically vibrant milieu on the south 
side of campus. 

From Sept. 21 to Sept. 25, the Rice 
community had the opportunity to submit 
ideas for the upcoming mural via Rice 
Alumni social media channels. Making a 
point not to give too much away about the 
final product, GONZO247 said the mural will 
incorporate some of Rice’s iconic symbols 

and traditions such as the Sallyport, owls 
and Beer Bike, all united by his signature 
graffiti style and explosive color.  

GONZO said he will lay the groundwork 
for student, alumni and community 
volunteers — who can sign up to help paint 
in one-hour slots throughout the week — by 
drawing out a skeleton of the overall design 
and asking participants to fill in sections 
depending on their comfort level. Far from 
being a strict or formal project, GONZO says 
everyone is welcome regardless of skill set, 
and the endeavor is wholly about fun and 
community building. 

“Some people, when they think about art, 
they have this idea that it has to be perfect or 
done in a certain way,” GONZO says. “But for 
this experience, I want people to understand 
that art is about having fun, it’s about a 
process — the process in itself is the art. As 
long as you have the willingness to learn or 
try something, then that’s all we ask.” 

GONZO247 is what Houston native Mario 
Figueroa Jr. calls his “nom de can,” a graffiti 
tag he adopted at just 17 years old. The son of 
Mexican immigrants, Figueroa said he didn’t 
have access to traditional or professional 
artistic institutions, nor did his parents see 
art as a viable career.

MORIKE AYODEJI
FOR THE THRESHER 

This semester, non-Rice personnel 
and visitors have come to campus for 
several reasons varying from exercise to 
photoshoots, and students have noticed 
that these visitors are frequently maskless. 
Rice University Police Department is 
still enforcing the mask policy as it was 
originally announced, according to RUPD 
Chief Clemente Rodriguez. 

The mask policy involves informing 
visitors that they must wear masks at all 
times when they are on campus unless they 
are actively eating or drinking, according to 
Rodriguez.

Rodriguez said he considers mask 
enforcement a process of educating. 
However, he acknowledges that it has posed 
some difficulties.

“It has been somewhat of a challenge 
because we are the only place that I’m aware 
of in Harris County that requires you to wear 
a mask outdoors even if you’re exercising 
or with your spouse or with your family,” 
Rodriguez said.

Gecy Obambo, a Martel College 
freshman, said she is unsure if RUPD is 
doing anything at all.

“I always see joggers run through 
campus without their masks on. Sometimes 
RUPD drives by but they don’t do anything,” 
Obambo said. “I guess they’re not handling 
it as strictly as I thought they would be.”

Rodriguez attributed the frequent 
observations of maskless visitors to the 
increasing responsibilities of RUPD and the 
size of the campus.  

“Our call volumes are increasing as 
opposed to in the summer when there was 
not a whole lot of things going on so we 
could give a lot more focus to mask policy 
enforcement. We still do it, but we also 
have other calls we have to respond to,” 
Rodriguez said.

Jared Lyons, Will Rice College’s chief 
justice, said he feels that RUPD has done a 
good job asking students to wear masks, but 
not visitors.

“For visitors though, I’ve definitely seen 
a lot of people venturing on to campus, like 
families or people biking through and I don’t 
think I’ve ever seen any of them wearing 
masks. I don’t know if it’s necessarily on 
[RUPD] to confront these people,” Lyons 
said. “If [RUPD] is really putting it on 
themselves to enforce that, then I haven’t 
really seen them do that necessarily.”

SEE MASKLESS PAGE 2SEE GONZO PAGE 6

Students navigate being queer in religious organizations
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Rodriguez said that with a campus 
size of almost 300 acres, and with five 
to seven officers on duty, it is a lot of 
territory to cover 24/7.

“There’s going to be those that we 
don’t actually see that students may see,” 
Rodriguez said.

However, Rodriguez said that 
compliance with the policy has increased 
since the semester began.

“I can’t say we are seeing 100 percent 
compliance because there are still people 
that are unaware or quite frankly they 
don’t understand, really, if they are not 
close to anybody and they are walking 
down the sidewalk, why do they have to 
wear their mask until they’re told. Then 

they’ll either put the mask on or they’ll 
leave,” Rodriguez said.

Rice Crisis Management Director 
Jerusha Kasch said she believes that 
RUPD is doing well in enforcing physical 
distancing and mask-wearing policies.

“For a long time, when we first set the 
‘you must wear a mask policy’ outdoors, 
we knew that was going to be tough,” 
Kasch said. “RUPD in my opinion has 
done an excellent job of responding to 
and continually asking people to be 
aware, wear a mask, and to continue in 
that enforcement process. They’ve done a 
good job.”

Eric Liu, a freshman at McMurtry, 
said he shares a similar perspective  
to Obambo.

“Considering how many people I see 
wandering throughout campus without a 
mask on every day that aren’t students, 
and the fact that I’ve never seen an RUPD 
officer say anything about it, I’m pretty 
sure they don’t care,” Liu said.

According to Angelica Torres, 
McMurtry’s chief justice, the chief 
justices were told to tell Rice students 
to call RUPD instead of enforcing mask 
wearing to non-Rice visitors because it 
can be unsafe to the students. However, 
Torres said she is unsure of how effective 
that option is.

“It’s not like every person is staying 
long enough in a place for you to be able 
to effectively call RUPD and for them to 
get there in time and be able to tell them 
to wear a mask,” Torres, a junior, said.

Rodriguez said he feels as though 

student involvement is dependent on 
several variables.

“Each student has to deal with 
it in a way they feel comfortable,” 
Rodriguez said. “If they feel comfortable 
enough educating someone in a 
nonconfrontational way, then they 
can do it. But if they do and someone 
doesn’t seem to be wanting to accept 
that information, then they should 
not continue the dialogue and should 
immediately call RUPD and disengage. 
While wearing a mask is super important 
to help us contain and mitigate the 
spread, it’s not worth an altercation or an 
argument or anything of that nature.”

Torres said she believes more could be 
done about the situation.

“A lot of people around Rice consider 
Rice to be kind of like a park equivalent 
to like Hermann Park where they can just 
come, they can take pictures, they can 
bring their kids, they can exercise, and 
it’s not being enforced well at all,” Torres 
said. “I don’t think it’s regularly enforced 
like how I’ve seen parking enforced so 
strictly, but [mask-wearing] isn’t.”

Despite student concerns about a lack 
of mask wearing, more visitors may be 
on campus in the near future according 
to Kasch.

“Admissions right now is figuring out 
ways to have prospective students and 
their families come on to campus again. 
For a long time, they were not allowed to 
come do tours on campus,” Kasch said.
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SAVANNAH KUCHAR
NEWS EDITOR

The Rice Office of Admission plans to 
launch a new self-guided tour program for 
prospective students, starting with a pilot 
this weekend for Houston area high school 
seniors and their families, according to 
Vice President for Enrollment Yvonne 
Romero da Silva.

Romero da Silva said the Office of 
Admission designed the program in order to 
begin the process of welcoming prospective 
students back to campus in person, while 
keeping the safety of current students, staff 
and faculty in mind.

“We came up with an idea of doing a self-
guided tour that would show that we are 
welcoming to families on a limited capacity, 
and just sort of assess whether that might be 
a solution that we could look to implement, 
particularly in the spring and possibly in the 
summer,” Romero da Silva said.

Romero da Silva said the availability will 
be very limited initially, and it will be restricted 
to Houston area students and families only.

“Because this really is a pilot, we’re not 
wanting to open it up and encourage students 
to book flights and do anything like that,” 
Romero da Silva said. “We’re really trying to 
see how it works and how it runs.”

Sarasota Serulneck, one of two Rice tour 
guide chairs, said once these visitors arrive on 
campus, they will also be asked to follow other 
safety measures reviewed under direction by 
the Rice Crisis Management Team.

“Visitors doing self-guided tours will 
be required to wear a mask at all times per 
Rice University regulations, and will not be 
allowed to enter any buildings except the Rice 
Memorial Center and Sewall Hall,” Serulneck, 
a senior at Sid Richardson College, said.

Chloe Oani, a previous tour guide, said that 
although she is happy prospective students 
will get to experience campus in person, she 
does have some reservations.

“We’ve had issues with guests not 
abiding by our on-campus mask policy and 
wandering through the residential colleges 
despite clear signage,” Oani, a Lovett College 
senior, said. “But I’m cautiously optimistic 
that prospective students and families will 
follow Rice’s COVID guidelines.”

According to Oani, tour guides are being 
offered opportunities to continue to engage 
with admissions, including in this impending 
pilot program. 

“The Admissions Office has offered non 
-remote tour guides the paid opportunity 
to check-in guests before their self-guided 
campus tour experience,” Oani said. “I’ve 
expressed interest in helping out, so I’m just 
waiting to hear back about possible shifts.”

Serulneck’s co-chair, Sarah Jin, said she 
is excited for prospective students to get the 
opportunity to see campus in person again.

“The self-guided tours balance safety and 
exploration really well: tour guides get to 
participate through recording videos about 

different points of interest and providing 
customer service at the Welcome Center 
without having to risk the health and safety of 
their community through constant exposure 
to other people,” Jin, a senior at Duncan 
College, said. “Prospective families also 
get the personal touch of firsthand student 
perspectives like they would get on a normal 
tour, but they’re able to pace it to their leisure 
and convenience.”

These self-guided tours will likely be 
offered on Friday afternoons and Saturday 
mornings, according to Romero da Silva.

“Those times were picked because the 
campus activity tends to wind down a little bit 
at that point, and around the weekend would 
be the more convenient time for [prospective 
students and their] families,” Romero da 
Silva said.

In the future, Romero da Silva said 
they would like to make these tours more 
interactive, by including components such as 
QR codes at different campus locations.

“[It would be] a way to have it come a little 
bit more to life, and be a digital as well as 
physical experience, without fully going into 
the building,” Romero da Silva said.

Over the summer, the Office of Admission 
offered various virtual opportunities for 
prospective students, including regional 
information sessions and “Ask Me Anything” 
sessions with current students. Many of these 
are still offered now during the semester. 

With early decision applications due 
Nov. 1, Romero da Silva said the Office of 
Admission has already begun to see greater 
interest in Rice overall, including a record 
number of Questbridge applicants this year. 
Oani said she would credit the convenience 
and availability of the new virtual programs 
in part for the rise in engagement.

“These virtual events are generally 
more accessible to prospective students 
than visiting campus in person, so I 
would not be surprised if we have greater 
diversity across applicants this year,” 
Oani said. “Obviously, these events do not 
provide the same experience as in-person 
campus tours or overnight visits, but the 
Admissions Office has done a great job 
navigating this virtual space and making 
the best of our current situation.”

Admissions office to offer self-guided tours for prospective students

FROM PAGE 1

MASK ENFORCEMENT

It has been somewhat of 
a challenge because we 
are the only place that I’m 
aware of in Harris County 
that requires you to wear 
a mask outdoors. 

Clemente Rodriguez
RUPD CHIEF
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TALHA ARIF
ASST NEWS EDITOR

The Academic Restart Committee is not 
currently considering accommodations 
via adjusted grading systems due to 
COVID-19 for this semester, according 
to Speaker of the Faculty Senate 
Christopher Johns-Krull. Johns-Krull said 
the committee is open to recommending 
accommodations to the Faculty Senate if 
it seems to be necessary.

Dean of Undergraduates Bridget 
Gorman said that similar to most peer 
institutions, Rice is following its normal 
grading and course enrollment policies 
this semester.

“We are not discussing additional 
academic accommodations at this time, 
but we have strongly encouraged all 
instructors to administer open book, 
take-home finals,” Gorman said.  

Among the top 20 universities from 
the U.S. News & World Report college 
rankings, seven have implemented 
some form of academic accommodation 
through an altered grading policy so 
far during this semester. Rice has not 
implemented any adjusted grading 
system, such as the optional pass/fail 
system from last semester or “no grade” 
if a student drops a class after the drop 
deadline. 

According to Johns-Krull, the 
committee has monitored midterm 
grades, the results of the mid-semester 
student survey and the faculty survey so 
far. Johns-Krull said they have access to 
midterm grades that first-year students 
get, and so far things look good.

“[Additional accommodation] is 
something we’re monitoring, but ... we 
want to make sure that it is the best thing 
to do for all students,” Johns-Krull said. 
“So far, we don’t have strong indications 
that that is the case.”

Johns-Krull said the motivation for 
the Faculty Senate extending the drop 
deadline was because it is an uncertain 
time in general and that people’s anxiety 
levels are running a bit higher.

Ethan Schweissing, a student director 
for the Peer Academic Advising program, 
said he believes Rice should absolutely 
implement academic accommodations 
this semester.

“We may be a bit more used to the 
chaotic state of the world, but the 
problems the pandemic poses are still 
present, and in many ways worse than the 
spring,” Schweissing, a senior at Martel 
College, said. “I think pandemic stressors 
are cumulative: Problems keep piling on 
with little hope for improvement.”

Johns-Krull said he believes a 

significant difference between this 
semester and the spring is the fact that 
things are not changing as quickly as last 
spring.

“Last semester, the uncertainty 
of everything was just a lot greater,” 
Johns-Krull said. “There was a lot more 
dramatic impact on students in terms 
of people being forced to move out with 
very quick notice, whereas so far, at least, 
what we’re anticipating is that people’s 
living situations will remain stable 
throughout this semester and into next 
year. While things are still changed, they 
were changed a while ago and are not 
changing instantaneously like they were 
last semester.” 

Lily Sethre-Brink, the Baker 
College Student Association senator, 
said she believes that the view that 
accommodations are not needed this 
semester lacks empathy.

“Even if students do ‘okay’ compared 
to other semesters, it is definitely at a 
much higher cost than other semesters,” 
Sethre-Brink, a sophomore, said. 
“[Faculty] needs to recognize students 
don’t have access to the same activities 
to have work-life balance [or] social 
networks of support in general.”

Sethre-Brink said she thinks 
accommodations could be a lot of things 
such as expansion of pass/fail policies, 
having a no-credit policy if students fail a 
course and formally ensuring syllabi are 
less rigorous than a normal semester.

Johns-Krull said the committee is 
looking at what peer institutions are 
doing as well.

“A few [institutions] have announced 
certain types of accommodations, but it 
appears that most of them are maintaining 
their normal grading policies, at least to 
date, but I think most institutions would 
tell you that they’re monitoring that as 
well and they could change,” Johns-Krull 
said.

Princeton University allowed students 
to elect a pass/D/fail option for any of 
their courses this semester, without it 
counting against the total allocation 
of pass/fail. Duke University’s Trinity 
College of Arts and Sciences allowed 
departments to convert their lower-level 
courses to a satisfactory/unsatisfactory 
grading basis if they desired. The 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
adopted a policy in which Ds and Fs 
will not appear on student’s academic 
records, with additional accommodations 
specified on their website.

Stanford University required all 
courses to offer a credit/no credit grading 
option. Johns Hopkins University and 
Brown University implemented an 

optional satisfactory/unsatisfactory or 
satisfactory/no credit grading system. 
University of Pennsylvania continued its 
opt-in pass/fail option from the spring 
semester. 

Harvard University, Yale University 
and Columbia University do not have 
adjusted grading systems in place. 

California Institute of Technology also 
did not enact an altered grading policy 
‘to encourage students to fully engage 
with their coursework and to preserve the 
integrity of a CalTech degree,’ according 
to their website.

This story has been condensed for 
print. Read more at ricethresher.org.

Rice not currently planning for additional accomodations this semester

KEEGAN LEIBROCK & SKYE FREDERICKS
FOR THE THRESHER

Robert T. Brockman, the namesake behind two campus 
buildings and an overseer for the Jones Graduate School of 
Business, has been charged with hiding $2 billion in income 
in the largest tax evasion case in U.S. history, purchasing 
$30 million in luxury vacation properties along with a yacht. 
The news came in a press release on Oct. 15 from the U.S. 
Department of Justice, just one day before Brockman’s first 
official court hearing.

Brockman’s inherited charity trust, the A. Eugene 
Brockman Charitable Trust, has donated to Rice throughout 
the years, including for the construction of The Shepherd 
School of Music’s new opera house. The Brockman Hall 
for Opera stands next to the existing Alice Pratt Brown 
Hall, forming the Brockman Music and Performing Center. 
Additionally, in 2011, President David Leebron and Rice 
Board of Trustees Chair Jim Crownover thanked the A. Eugene 
Brockman Charitable Trust for its centennial gift at the 
unveiling of the Brockman Hall for Physics.

Throughout the years, the A. Eugene Brockman Trust 
has also donated or promised funding to colleges outside of 
Texas. For example, according to the New York Times in 2013, 
Brockman promised a $250 million donation to Centre College, 
a small liberal arts college in Danville, KY.  However, according 
to Centre College’s official release, the donation depended 
upon a “significant capital market event.” The Brockman 
Trust officially withdrew the grant after a $3.4 billion loan deal 

involving Reynolds & Reynolds fell through.
Now, Brockman faces charges for nearly two decades 

of fraud. The 39-count indictment includes wire fraud, tax 
evasion, money laundering, and destruction of evidence, 

among other charges. These crimes make up a nearly 20-year 
plot to conceal income in offshore accounts.

Communications between Brockman and accomplices 
occurred over an encrypted email discourse, using codenames 
cited in the indictment such as “Bonefish” and “Snapper” to 
conceal the fraudulent activity.

According to the Wall Street Journal, Brockman posted 
a $1 million bail after his initial appearance in federal court 
on Friday, Oct. 16. Represented by former Assistant Attorney 
General of the U.S. Department of Tax Fraud and Evasion 
Kathryn Keneally, Brockman is officially pleading not guilty. 
Keneally did not respond to the Thresher for comment.

In addition to his financial contributions, Brockman 
currently serves on the Jones Graduate School of Business’s 
Council of Overseers, a board that works closely with the 
business school’s dean and faculty. 

“[The council’s] advice is sought on key strategic issues, 
and they are an important resource to the dean,” reads the 
Rice University website, “It is the mission of the council to 
work with the dean and faculty to ensure that the business 
school meets the highest standards attainable for a graduate 
school of business.”

If convicted, Brockman faces the possibility of 
incarceration as well as criminal restitution and forfeiture of 
fraudulent properties, according to the U.S. Department of 
Justice’s press release.

Doug Miller, the director of news and media relations for 
Rice University, said the university has chosen not to comment 
while court proceedings are underway.

Prominent Rice donor charged in multi-billion dollar tax fraud case

COURTESY JONES GRAdUATE SCHOOL Of BUSINESS
Robert T. Brockman was charged with hiding $2 billion in 
income.
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Dean of Undergraduates Bridget 
Gorman sent out an email on Oct. 2 with 
announcements and updates regarding the 
semester. In the email, she mentioned the 
petition that will come out “later this month” 
for students “who would need to remain 
living on campus over winter break.” Four 
days later, Gorman sent out a midsemester 
survey officially announcing the exploration 
of extending winter break by up to two weeks. 
That option has since been implemented.

With policies continually changing and 
plans surrounding the spring semester 
still up in the air, it is imperative that the 
administration commits to supporting its 
students who must live with this uncertainty 
by providing the safety net of stable housing 
for the winter break.

It is most critical to provide winter break 
housing to international students and those 
experiencing housing instability since they 
may have nowhere to live during the break. 
But the amount of people who would benefit 
from housing this winter break goes well 
beyond that. This is even more true given 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
peoples’ lives.

Due to the pandemic, students will 
likely be stuck inside their homes for the 
entirety of winter break. Such a situation is 

detrimental for students with an unhealthy 
home environment that harms their mental 
health and wellbeing. Students’ mental 
health already hangs in the balance due to 
the increased isolation they feel from the 
pandemic. Coupling these feelings with a 
toxic home environment could be destructive.

During the spring and summer, the 
pandemic was hard on such students who 
may have had to shelter in place while 
living in a toxic home environment. Being 
on campus at Rice for the fall semester 
provided an escape from that. The 
administration cannot force these students 
to return home, especially given that these 

students would have to stay home two 
weeks longer than anticipated.

Students’ physical health is also threatened 
by the lack of COVID-19 precautions outside 
of Rice. Traveling poses an increased risk of 
contracting coronavirus, a risk that is far more 
dangerous for some students with health 
conditions. For many, remaining at Rice, with 
its mask mandate and widespread testing, 
is much safer than returning to a hometown 
with potentially fewer COVID-19 precautions 
and far more cases.

In the spring 2019 semester, the criteria 
for awarding on-campus housing to students 
after the university’s closure included 
circumstances such as home environments 
not conducive to learning or poor internet 
access. However, the possibility of 
contracting COVID-19 domestically was not 
explicitly listed among the official criteria. 
The administration must ensure that the 
threat of contracting COVID-19 is taken into 
consideration when awarding housing.

Beyond the limited granting of housing 
through the petition process, housing 
accessibility may be restricted by funds.

In her Oct. 2 email, Gorman wrote that 
“Additional room and board costs will apply for 
students approved to stay on campus over the 
winter break, which will include a meal plan.”

It is imperative that the administration 
provide robust financial aid for students 
granted winter break housing, especially 
given the additional economic strain that 
the pandemic has placed on families due 
to the economic downturn in this country. 
The administration must provide additional 
funding to students so that they can have 
access to the housing they require.

As the administration begins the winter 
break on-campus housing petition process, 
they must prioritize making winter break 
housing more accessible to those who need 
it. Housing should be made more affordable 
and more available by providing financial 
aid and expanding the scope of petitions 
approved. It is time for the administration 
to think hard about what constitutes a need 
for winter break housing, particularly during 
these uncertain times.

OPINION

Administration must make winter break housing accessible

NAYELI SHAD
BROWN COLLEGE
FRESHMAN
ASST OPINION EDITOR

With policies continually 
changing and plans 
surrounding the spring 
semester still up in the air, 
it is imperative that the 
administration commits 
to supporting its students 
who must live with this 
uncertainty.

“Let late-capitalist 
American holiday 
season distract me 
from my existential 
dread”
ELLA FELDMAN
FEATURES EDITOR

“Watching every 
Hallmark holiday 
movie”
IVANKA PEREZ
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“Scroll through 
TikTok, waiting for 
the winter equivalent 
of the whipped coffee 
trend, then drink it 
twice a day”
SIMONA MATOVIC
BACKPAGE EDITOR & 
DESIGNER

In “Faculty senate vote in pass/fail policies delayed due to disagreements,” Wiess College 
President Lauren Biegel is a senior, not a junior.

Correction

Have an opinion? 
Submit your draft to thresher@rice.edu.
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the

What are your plans 
for winter break?

“Graduating and 
taking a five-month 
hiatus from Zoom”
VI BURGESS
COPY EDITOR

“Shred the pow”
CHANNING WANG
PHOTO EDITOR

“Try to rest but then 
feel guilty for not 
using that time to be 
productive”
SAVANNAH KUCHAR
NEWS EDITOR

Texas has continuously shattered voter 
turnout records since early voting started in 
the state on Oct. 13. Through Monday, Oct. 26, 
after 14 days of early voting, 7,802,505 people 
had cast their ballots in Texas. That is almost 50 
percent of the total number of registered voters 
in the state. For reference, around 8.5 million 
votes were cast in Texas in 2016 in total — this 
number includes ballots cast through the entire 
early voting period and on election day. 

The numbers are even more staggering 
here in Harris County. As of Monday, 1,151,399 
votes had been cast in Harris County. In 2016, 
the total number of votes in Harris County 
was 1,219,209. By the time you read this, it 
is very likely that Harris County will have 
eclipsed its 2016 vote total. 

Those numbers are significant for a 
couple of reasons. First, it means that 
turnout is unprecedentedly high. In a state 
known for its voter suppression, that means 
the results we see this year may not be 
consistent with those we’ve seen in the past. 
Despite various obstacles, such as a lack of 
online voting registration and strict mail-in 
voting restrictions, voters are showing up 
to the polls. Early voting numbers hint at a 
much more promising turnout than we’ve 
seen for past elections. 

Secondly, this explosion in turnout means 
that many voting blocs are voting at higher 
rates than ever before — especially younger 
voters. As of Monday, over 800,000 people 
between the ages of 18 and 30 had already 
voted in Texas, compared to just 200,000 
at this point in 2016. Young people in Texas 
are also leading other battleground states in 
terms of their share of the total early vote. If 
this does end up being the year Texas turns 
blue, Democrats may have young voters 

to thank. Nationally, almost 70 percent of 
voters age 18-29 voted Democrat in the 2018 
midterms, and Biden is leading among polls 
of youth voters.

And yes, we’re calling Texas a battleground 
state. Although the state has voted for the 
Republican party’s presidential candidate 
ever since Ronald Reagan and is widely 
considered red, recent elections suggest it’s 
actually quite purple. In recent memory, 
this was proven in the 2018 midterms when 
incumbent Republican Senator Ted Cruz beat 
Democratic candidate Beto O’Rourke with 
only 50.9 percent of the vote. Recent polls 
have come to different conclusions about 
whether President Donald Trump or Joe 
Biden is leading in Texas this election, but 
they all make one thing clear — the race for 
president is neck to neck. Voting in Texas this 
election could mean making political history.

It’s been said before and we’ll say it 
again: Vote if you are eligible. If you’re voting 
in Harris County, Rice Stadium is open for 
early voting almost every day until Oct. 30 
with short lines and safety precautions for 
you to vote quickly and safely. If voting at 2 
a.m. is more your style, Harris County has 
eight 24-hour polling locations open Oct. 29. 
If you’re voting elsewhere, try to vote early to 
avoid long lines and ensure you can cast your 
ballot. Make a plan to vote, no matter where 
or how you want to vote. 

Young people have the power to make 
a difference in this election — in Texas and 
across the country. Now is the time to change 
our reputation of being disengaged and 
disinterested in politics. We should use this 
moment to get engaged, vote and continue 
using activism to shape our communities 
after the election. 

EDITORIAL

Don’t miss your last chance to vote



for an interview, but wrote that “Rice Chi 
Alpha is a student Christian ministry that 
welcomes all students, regardless of race, 
sex, religion, sexual orientation, national/
ethnic origin or age” in a statement to 
the Thresher.

James*, an officer in Rice Baptist 
Student Ministry who identifies as gay, 
came out to the Baptist Student Ministry’s 
campus minister as a freshman. 
According to James, the minister and 
other Baptist Student Ministry staff 
said that there were no restrictions on 
membership. Requirements included 
being a practicing Christian, working on 
service events and teaching Bible study.

“I didn’t want to have any drama or 
scandal or anything about it later on,” 
James said. “Fortunately, this is Rice 
University and our campus minister has 
seen just about everything there is to see 
in his 12 to 13 years at Rice.”

James worked with Baptist Student 
Ministry’s campus staff to organize 
talks about Christian identity and 
encourage open dialogues about how 
sexual, gender and racial identities 
affect students’ lives as Christians. He 
has worked to have these conversations 
informally as well, he said.

“When questions come up or 
someone just wants to talk about it, we 
do so freely and allow anyone to share 
their views or experiences,” James said. 
“The great thing about Rice is that all our 
students recognize that real experience is 
way more important than preconceived 
notions … This was a nice change from 
home where people seemed to enjoy 
‘telling’ me about who they think I am or 
how they think I feel. Here, I’m actually 
listened to.”

James said that the Baptist Student 
Ministry has the same, positive attitude 
towards all students — “everyone is on 
equal footing,” James said.

Anna*, a sophomore, is on the lead team 
at Baptist Student Ministry and is out as 
pansexual to her friends as well as to a few 
members of Baptist Student Ministry. While 
she said she doesn’t feel excluded because of 
her orientation, she doesn’t want anyone to 
question her identity as a Christian because 
of it. According to Anna, some of the most 
hurtful things she’s heard in conversations 
at Rice about queerness and religiousness 
have come from other queer people, which 
has made her reluctant to be involved in the 
queer community.

“I’ve had conversations with queer 
students at Rice that were actively 
condemning religious queer students and 
calling them ‘sell-outs’ or brainwashed 
for having 
faith, and it’s 
honestly made 
me not want 
to take part 
in the queer 
community at 
Rice,” Anna 
said.

G r a p p l i n g 
with the 
perception that 
people exist in 
binaries has 
been difficult — 
Anna said that 
she has had 
conversations 
with queer people who have condemnded 
her for being both a Christian and bisexual.

“I’ve had conversations with queer 
religious people who migh have considered 
themselves ‘reformed’ or ‘healed,’” Anna 
said. “It’s almost like I’m too gay for my 
Christian friends and too Christian for my 
gay friends, and I never know where I stand.”

Queer and Jewish
Rose Click, a senior at Hanszen College, 

was raised by a Jewish mother and Christian 

father. She’s involved in Rice Chi Alpha 
and Rice Hillel, a Jewish organization on 
campus. Click is out as queer to all the 
people in her life, including her friends, 
family and members of her small group at 
Chi Alpha.

While she said she hasn’t been involved 
enough in Rice Hillel to be out to the 
leadership there, Click said that it’s not 
a purposeful decision and that she has 
noticed that Rice Hillel is willing to voice 
allyship and openly have conversations 
about queerness. Leaders at Rice Hillel have 
sent messages in the group chat for National 
Coming Out Day as well as during Pride 
Month, according to Click, who said it was 
really exciting to see that kind of support for 
queer students in a faith-based group.

“It’s not always obvious with religious 
groups that everyone is welcome, and that 
we are loving and supportive of all of our 
queer students and all the queer members 
of our family,” Click said. “It was really 
reaffirming. I was like, ‘Wow, I never seen 
someone actually call this out instead 
of thinking that support could just be 
unspoken and assumed.’”

According to Aliza Brown, president 
of Rice Hillel, the organization tries to 
make its space as welcoming as possible, 
and “prides itself on being an extremely 
inclusive environment for all students.”

“We know that we must do more than 
just posting a rainbow and calling it a 

day,” Brown, a Will Rice 
College junior, said. 
“It’s about continual 
support and uplifting 
of Jewish students with 
marginalized identities, 
which is why we have 
many events geared 
towards Rice’s LGBTQ+ 
community.”

Rice Hillel conducts 
an annual Queer 
Passover Seder, 
according to Brown, 
and partners with 
the Queer Resource 
Center on regular 
conversations, the most 

recent of which was held in September 
and was called “Navigating Queer and 
Transness with Spirituality.” Other talks 
have addressed current events such as the 
Chicago Dyke March.

Mark Helman, president of the Jewish 
organization Chabad at Rice, said that 
Chabad at Rice does not focus on events for 
queer students.

“I think we welcome them. But also I 
must say …  we don’t do anything specifically 
towards the LGBTQ+ community,” Helman, 

a Lovett College junior, said. “So we won’t 
do an event about LGBTQ+ community, 
but we’re not against them coming to the 
events or anything like that.”

According to Helman, one difference 
between Chabad and Hillel is that Chabad 

is a more Orthodox Jewish organization. 
Helman said that there are certain Orthodox 
Jewish communities in the United States 
who are against LGBTQ+ rights, which is 
not the case at Chabad at Rice.

“[Rabbi] Shmuli [Slonim] and 
[Rebbetzin] Nechama [Slonim] know that 
a lot of Jewish students [are] LGBTQ+ and 
they’re aware, and they’re not going to 
make them go away or anything,” Helman 
said. “They’re just going to welcome them 
like any other person.”

Rabbi Shmuli Slonim, the rabbi at 
Chabad at Rice, 
said that the 
c o m m u n i t y 
welcomes Jewish 
students of all 
backgrounds.

“We believe 
that every person 
is created ‘B’tzelem 
Elokim,’ in the 
image of G-d, and 
has profound 
holiness,” Shmuli 
Slonim said. “Each 
person, regardless 
of their identity 
or orientation, 
should be treated 
with love, respect and dignity.”

According to Shmuli Slonim, he and 
Nechama Slonim run Chabad at Rice “to 
serve all Jewish students, irrespective of 
their background or orientation.”

“We hope and pray that every person 
who walks through our doors feels the vibe 
which we try to impart: zero judgement, 
zero expectations,” Shmuli Slonim said. 
“We just want to help students take pride 
in their identity as Jews, whether that 
is through learning more, experiencing 
Judaism … that’s what we are here for.”

Rabbi Kenneth Weiss, the executive 
director of Houston Hillel, similarly said 
he strives to create an inclusive space for 
queer Jews.

“I hope that our programs send 
the message that I and Rice Hillel are 
affirming, and that students who want 
to talk, but aren’t yet ready to do so in a 
public environment, will feel comfortable 
approaching me privately,” Weiss said. 
“Rice Hillel’s example can also help 
students realize that there are spiritual 
spaces around the country where they can 
feel welcome.”

Queer and Muslim
Aisha*, a sophomore, is a part of 

the Rice Muslim Student Association. 
She identifies as a lesbian. Growing 
up, religion was integrated into Aisha’s 
life — her family is Sunni Muslim, and 

according to her, they are quite 
rigid in their beliefs and behavior, 
including an “unspoken set of rules 
that everyone abided by, choice or 
not.”

As she grew older and started 
evaluating her belief system and 
faith, Aisha’s relationship with her 
faith became more complicated, she 
said.

“Proclaiming my love for God, 
or asking for blessings was not as 
simple anymore — it meant I stood 
up for everything Islam advocated, 
and I resented everything Islam 
debated against,” Aisha said.

Aisha is out as lesbian to many 
people at Rice, she said, but not 
to people at Rice Muslim Student 
Association or to her family or 
friends at home. Some of her 
friends at Rice are Muslim Student 
Association members, and she is out 
to them. Aisha said that she does 
not feel a strong affiliation with Rice 
Muslim Student Association, and a 
primary reason is the organization’s 

lack of discussion of LGBTQ+ rights.
Zain Imam, the co-president of the 

Rice Muslim Student Association, said 
that the organization strives to make 
itself a welcoming place for all students.

“The Rice [Muslim Student 
Association] focuses on providing a safe 
space for marginalized communities and 
does not take a specific stance on the 
Muslim LGBTQ+ community,” Imam, a 
Duncan College senior, said.

According to Imam, the Rice Muslim 
Student Association’s board has 
discussed the inclusion of the LGBTQ+ 
community multiple times and has set 
up an inclusion committee to improve 
inclusivity within the organization. 

The board has spoken 
to outside religious 
leaders to provide 
guidance and plans 
to host a town hall as 
well.

“As Muslims, 
we are proud to be 
a community with 
diverse identities in 
every and all aspects, 
but our main focus is 
how these complex 
intersections form 
the unity that is our 
Ummah,” Imam said. 
“That being said, we 
are still aware that 

highlighting these differences plays an 
instrumental role in ensuring that all 
Muslims and all parts of their identities 
are seen and appreciated.”

Aisha said she feels that there are 
not many opportunities at the Rice 
Muslim Student Association where 
a marginalized member would feel 
comfortable expressing themselves.

“In my opinion, Rice [Muslim Student 
Association] as a student organization 
has many areas in which it needs to 
greatly improve before it can provide 
comfort or solace to any minority 
group,” Aisha said. “By avoiding the 
topic in its entirety, the organization 
does not really provide any learning or 
growth opportunities garnered towards 
queer students.”

The Thresher also reached out to 
students and leadership at Rice Hindu 
Students Council, who did not respond 
to the request for an interview.

This article has been condensed for print. 
To read the full story and hear from other 
religious organizations such as the Catholic 
Student Associaton, visit ricethresher.org.
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Tina’s Tinys
A Rice senior is raising money for 
social justice organizations by 
selling masks and jewelry.
See more at ricethresher.org

Crosswords
This week’s crosswords are extra 
spooky — ‘tis the season!

See more at ricethresher.org
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QUEER & RELIGIOUS

I don’t want the 
assumption to be made 
about me that I love my 
God any less ... or that my 
God loves me any less, 
because I also may love a 
woman.
Anonymous student
RICE CHI ALPHA

We know that we must do 
more than just posting a 
rainbow and calling it a 
day. It’s about continual 
support and uplifting of 
Jewish students with 
marginalized identities.

Aliza Brown
RICE HILLEL PRESIDENT

The Rice Memorial Chapel is a non-denominational chapel open to the Rice community and a gathering 
place for some of Rice’s numerous religious organizations. Religious organizations on campus such as 
Rice Chi Alpha and the Rice Muslim Student Association have LGBTQ+ members, although not all of 
those members feel comfortable disclosing their queer identity to their religious communities.

CHANNING WANG / THRESHER
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WEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENS

NOW YOU SEE ME
Visit Foto Relevance gallery to view 
their latest exhibition titled “Now You 
See Me.” Curated by Rice visual and 
dramatic arts alumna Erica Cheung, the 
group exhibition brings together six 
photographic artists who offer a glimpse 
into the complexity and nuance of Asian 
America. Walk-in gallery hours are 12-4 
p.m., Thursday-Sunday. Masks are 

required.

AXELRAD HALLOWEEN
Enjoy live music and a movie from your 
car at Axelrad’s Halloween Drive-In 
this Saturday, Oct. 31 at 6:30 p.m. The 
show will feature music by local artists 
Gio Chamba and John Allen Stephens at 
7:30 p.m., plus a screening of the classic 
slasher “A Nightmare on Elm Street” at 
11:30 p.m. Tickets are available starting 

at $15. This event is 21+.

FOLK MUSIC 
ARCHIVE CONCERT

This year’s Houston Folk Music Archive 
Homecoming Concert will stream live 
on Zoom this Thursday, Oct. 29 at 6 
p.m. Famed folk artists Vince Bell and 
Sarah Hickman will headline the annual 
concert series hosted by the Friends of 
Fondren Library and the Houston Folk 
Music Archive. To access the Zoom link, 

register for free online.

CAMH BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION 

Celebrate Contemporary Art Museum 
Houston’s 72nd birthday with a 
citywide art tour this Saturday, Oct. 
31 from 1-4 p.m. to view drive-by 
performances and pick up art kits. A 
virtual continuation of the celebration 
will take place on Sunday, Nov. 1 
from 1-4 p.m. featuring films by Marc 
Newsome and the Houston Jazz 

Collective. 

SENIOR WRITER
JACOB TATE

Houston artist Amanda Pascali 
reflects on self-titled EP 

COURTESY AMANDA PASCALICOURTESY AMANDA PASCALI

FORGOTTEN GEM

READ MORE ONLINE

SENIOR WRITER
LIA PIKUS

The Rice Thresher presents 
Songs for Quiet Time: Part 2

ILLUSTRATION BY LIA PIKUSILLUSTRATION BY LIA PIKUS

During this time and always, music 
provides the unique ability to share the 
intangible, connecting people through 
mutual experience and feeling; we 
hope that this playlist can do the same. 
Listen to it online now!

The young artist’s passion for graffiti 
bloomed as he came of age during Houston’s 
rap/hip-hop renaissance in the late 1980s and 
early ‘90s, and saw that graffiti was the visual 
language of an inner city culture that was 
fueled primarily by young people of color. 

“I think when you’re a Brown kid from the 
east side of town, seeing classical architecture 
or elaborate Renaissance oil paintings, I 
couldn’t connect with the content and I also 
couldn’t connect with the materials, the 
mediums,” Figueroa said. “But when I saw 
a Brown kid climbing a fence with a spray 
can [and] making something, I could connect 
with that immediately because I knew how to 
use spray paint … that was kind of the great 
equalizer. Because no one really knew how to 
use spray paint for art, there was no right or 
wrong way to do it.”  

Since then, GONZO has been at the heart 
of Houston’s graffiti art culture which has 
grown exponentially since the early ‘90s, 
cultivating the local street art movement to 
be perceived positively by the public. Today, 
his labor has paid off — along with his 
personal work gracing the walls of George R. 

Brown Convention Center among many other 
locales, GONZO said he sees a new mural 
going up practically every day. 

“It’s a great time to be an artist here in 
the city of Houston,” he says. “Houston’s art 
scene as a  whole, considering everything 
that’s going on, it’s really hanging on and 
continuing to make statements worldwide.”

GONZO said Rice approached him with 
the idea for this collaborative artwork 
earlier this year, and since seeing some of 
his favorite street artists like David Ellis 
and Barry McGee (artistically known as 
Twist) exhibit their work on campus in past 
years, he says it’s an honor to now make his 

mark.  “I feel like Rice has always had their 
fingers on the pole as to what’s happening 
artistically,” he said. “Especially now with all 
the other [installations] they’re doing related 
to this [project], it really just shows how the 
university embraces the arts. [For] someone 
like me, this kid who started off as a graffiti 
writer, to be welcomed to the university 
[and] be trusted to work with students, staff, 
faculty, alums — that means a lot to me, and 
it just shows the character of the university. 
That’s amazing to me, period.” 

For GONZO, audience participation 
is critical to spreading the creativity and 
inspiration that sustains Houston’s artistic 
vitality. He said he hopes that Rice community 
members who contribute to the new mural 
will walk away with a sense of pride and 
ownership of the piece. “I feel like the more 
information and the more empowerment 
you give people with art, it really does spread 
out,” GONZO said.

Rice community members can sign up for 
slots to help paint the new mural by visiting 
owltogether.rice.edu. The finished artwork 
will be revealed on Nov. 1, accompanied by a 
virtual talk from GONZO.

ARIANA MOSHIRI
FOR THE THRESHER

In a normal year, October would find 
R2: The Rice Review, Rice’s award-winning 
undergraduate literary journal, hosting 
its annual Open Mic Night where students 
performed a broad range of work. Although 
the pandemic stalled the in-person event, 
R2 has come up with a creative alternative 
in the form of their first year-round Open 
Mic Online blog. 

Open Mic Online is a platform open 
to a wide variety of media submissions 
and creative work, intended to highlight 
the artistic talents of Rice students. The 
blog launched on Oct. 18 with the goal of 
encouraging and drawing attention to all 
kinds of student expression through more 
regular and accessible means.

Marcus Munshi, the online editor for 
R2, says the publication aims to spotlight 
the creative community at Rice, which he 
believes goes unnoticed at times. 

“This year, as an alternative [to our 
Open Mic event], we wanted to open an 
ongoing blog [that] created the same effect 

or atmosphere,” 
Munshi, a Duncan 
College sophomore, 
said. “We want to 
have a platform 
where Rice students 
can submit their 
work without any 
pressure of contest. 
We’re just trying to 
emphasize the great 
creative work done 
by Rice students.”

While the blog 
came to life in response to the limitations 
introduced by the ongoing pandemic, 
Munshi and his team hope that the platform 
will remain an active source of art sharing 
and student expression even after normal 
operations resume. Especially since the 
traditional, in-person Open Mic events can 
only be arranged once or twice a semester, 
Munshi says this blog could be a continued 
project to spotlight artists and provide a 
place to celebrate their creativity. 

Students can submit a wide variety 
of media types, including art creations, 
written work, audio compositions 
and video/visual pieces. With only a 
few formatting and length guidelines 
depending on genre, student expression 
is essentially limitless in terms of content 
and style. Additionally, the blog provides 
monthly competition prompts as an 
optional means to inspire creativity and 
direct submission themes. 

“We want to make it as easy and simple 
and accessible as possible for everyone at 
Rice to be able to submit,” Munshi said. 
“And that’s sort of our mindset with the 
criteria too; we’re not looking to be very 

selective or to only publish the tippity-
top of the pool. We want to highlight 
everyone’s voice, highlight different 
perspectives, different performances, 
different people … and so our selection 
criteria is pretty broad.” 

The online team at R2 does review all 
submissions, however, to ensure that the 
messages put forth are broadly permissible. 

“If we, as a whole, find a submission 
to be particularly offensive or degrading 
to certain groups of people, we would try 
to reach out to the original creator and try 
to talk to them about their piece,” Munshi 
said. “We understand that these things 
can happen unintentionally at times 
and that a lot of people don’t mean to be 
insensitive, so we want to try and come to 
an understanding with the creators  and 
see if we can still provide a platform for 
them, perhaps [after] working on the piece 
a little bit.” 

The blog is currently planning to publish 
on a rolling basis, depending on R2’s 
workflow and the amount of submissions 
received. According to Munshi, the 
journal’s current goal is to update the blog 
biweekly or monthly, each release paired 
with social media posts and previews. 

R2’s Open Mic Online blog aspires to be 
more than just a publishing outlet. 

“We feel that creative work, in addition 
to being artistic and entertaining and 
moving, is also a way for people to express 
themselves — to express what they’re 
going through and the world that they’re 
in — and how their lives have changed,” 
Munshi said. “We think that as one of the 
creative organizations at Rice, we have a 
responsibility to provide this platform for 
people where they can be themselves.” 

R2’s new Open Mic blog provides accessible outlet for student creativity 

GONZO FROM PAGE 1

FOR THE THRESHER
JACOB DUFF

Rice Opera to hold first ever 
virtual production

COURTESY RICE NEWSCOURTESY RICE NEWS

When ground broke in 2017 for the 
construction of the Brockman Hall for 
Opera, no one could have predicted 
that the first show in the new hall 
would be one without an audience.

In this special edition of Forgotten 
Gems, I sat down with Amanda Pascali 
to hear her retrospective thoughts on 
the bittersweet teenagedom of her 
2016 self-titled EP.

COURTESY GONZO247 STUDIOCOURTESY GONZO247 STUDIO
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DANIEL SCHRAGER
ASST SPORTS EDITOR

Rice will travel to Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi on Saturday to take on the 
University of Southern Mississippi in 
what will be the Owls’ second game of 
the season. The team is coming off of a 
double overtime loss to Middle Tennessee 
State University in their season opener. 
According to head coach Mike Bloomgren, 
while the Owls showed promise in the 
loss, the team has to improve before 
Saturday’s game.

“Last week’s game obviously didn’t go 
the way we wanted to; we didn’t get the 
result we wanted, and we’re in a results-
oriented business,” Bloomgren said. “The 
hard part about that is that I thought 
our kids played incredibly hard. But the 
outcome wasn’t what we wanted, [and] 
there’s a lot of things we need to clean up 
between game one and game two.”

The Owls will face a Southern Miss team 
that is 1-4 so far this season. The Golden 
Eagles are coming off of a 56-35 loss to 
Liberty University last Saturday.

On offense, the Owls hope to build off of 
their 34-point performance against MTSU. 
The Southern Miss defense has allowed 
43.2 points per game this season, a figure 
that ranks 12th out of the 13 C-USA teams 
playing football this fall.

Rice emphasized the running game 
against MTSU, running the ball 45 
times. Sophomore Juma Otoviano led 
the way with 20 carries for 84 yards, and 
freshman Khalan Griffin was involved 
as well, with 46 yards on nine carries. 
Southern Miss has struggled to defend 
the run this season, allowing 215 yards 
per game on the ground. 

Meanwhile, in the passing game, 
quarterback Mike Collins threw four 
touchdowns in his Rice debut last week, 
but also committed two turnovers. Senior 
receiver Austin Trammell was quiet for 
most of the game, before catching two 
consecutive passes for 68 yards and a 

touchdown to take the lead with less than 
a minute remaining. 

Rice’s tight ends were heavily involved 
in the passing game as well, with 
redshirt senior Jordan Myers catching 
six passes for 65 yards, and sophomore 
Jack Bradley catching two for 49 and a 
touchdown. They will face a Southern 
Miss pass defense that has allowed the 
fourth-most yards in the conference this 
season. According to Collins, however, 
the Southern Miss defense is talented, 
and Rice will have to be prepared.

“They’re athletic guys, and they do a lot 
of different things [schematically],” Collins 
said. “We [have to be prepared for] all the 
different fronts that they bring, and [figure 
out] how to attack their coverages.”

On defense, the Owls held MTSU to 
only 3.0 yards per attempt on 39 carries 
last weekend, led by a 13-tackle effort 
from senior linebacker Blaze Alldredge. 
However, in the passing game, they allowed 
333 yards through the air to MTSU junior 
quarterback Asher O’Hara. Alldredge said 
the defense needs to do a better job of being 
aggressive and forcing turnovers.

“What hurt us most on the defensive 
end is that we played passively, played to 
not make mistakes,” Alldredge said. “Third 
downs and turnovers are something we 
didn’t do well [against MTSU]. They gave us 
one, but we didn’t take any away. We need 
to be aggressive and dominant.”

Through their first four games, Southern 
Miss’s offense relied heavily on its passing 
game, led by redshirt senior quarterback 
Jack Abraham who currently leads the 
conference with 278 passing yards per 
game. However, Abraham missed their 
last game for undisclosed reasons. His 
replacement, redshirt sophomore Tate 
Whatley, showcased his ability running 
the football, with four touchdowns on the 
ground. Southern Miss is yet to announce a 
starter for this week. 

According to Bloomgren, despite 
Whatley’s success on the ground, the 
Southern Miss offense won’t change much 
depending on who plays quarterback.

“Either of those guys are very capable 
of leading their offense, and I don’t think 
their game plan will change immensely 
no matter which one is in [the game],” 
Bloomgren said.

Alldredge said that the defense is taking 
steps to surprise either quarterback on 
Saturday, which happens to be Halloween.

“We’re putting in some new tricks, some 
new treats, in the holiday season, for these 
quarterbacks, whichever one steps back 
there,” Alldredge said. “We’re hoping to 
give them some nightmares.”

The Golden Eagles have had a turbulent 
season so far. In addition to the uncertainty 
that surrounded the offseason due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Golden Eagles 
have had to adapt to a number of sudden 
changes this year. One week into the season, 

their head coach Jay Hopson abruptly 
resigned. He was replaced in an interim 
capacity by co-offensive coordinator Scotty 
Walden, who at 30 years old became the 
youngest head coach in the Division I 
Football Bowl Subdivision. The team later 
had a COVID-19 outbreak that led to a game 
being postponed. Walden himself missed 
their most recent game due after testing 
positive for COVID-19. Walden said that, 
while the experience was difficult, his staff 
handled the situation seamlessly.

“I’m a big routine guy, it threw a big 
wrench in that,” Walden said. “I hated not 
being around the team the whole week. 
The staff [was] amazing with the way they 
picked everything up.”

On Tuesday, reports surfaced that 
Walden would be leaving the team to 
accept the head coaching position at 
Austin Peay State University. He is not 
expected to coach against Rice. In his 
place, the Golden Eagles will turn to 
defensive coordinator Tim Billings as their 
third head coach of the season. According 
to Bloomgren, the Owls will be prepared 
no matter who is coaching.

“It’s a wild situation,” Bloomgren said. 
“They’ve been in a tough deal since the 
end of game one. But [Walden] wasn’t 
going to play any snaps anyway. So I don’t 
know how much of a factor it’s going to be. 
We’re not going to prepare any differently.”

Kickoff is at 2:00 p.m. this Saturday. The 
game will be broadcast on ESPN3.

BEN BAKER-KATZ
SPORTS EDITOR

Rice swimming kicked off its 2020 season 
last Friday with a dual meet against Texas 
A&M University in College Station, Texas. 
Junior Becca Evans captured first place in 
the 100-yard freestyle and anchored a win 
in the 200-free relay, but the Owls came up 
short as the Aggies took the meet by a score 
of 150-107.

“Becca Evans owned the night,” 
head coach Seth Huston said. “Our 
upperclassmen set a great example and 
our freshmen really contributed despite it 
being their first collegiate meet.”

Evans’ 52.19 time in the 100-free was 
good enough to beat out a field of ten 
other swimmers. The Owls filled the medal 
stand, as freshman Imogen Meers and 
junior Marta Cano-Minarro finished right 
behind Evans in second and third. Meers 
is a true freshman, and this was her first 
collegiate meet.  

“As a team, it was a good meet, and 
personally I had a lot of fun,” Evans said. 
“We did a good job of being relaxed and 
not focusing too much on the outcomes or 
times of our races.”

Owl underclassmen had a big night, 
as sophomores Zoe Spitz and Shannon 
Campbell received second in their 
respective events. Spitz tallied a second-
place finish in 100- and 200-yard backstroke 

and Campbell claimed second in both the 
500- and 1,000-yard freestyle.

“I wanted our team to relax and focus 
on what we could control, and I feel like 
we did a very good job with that,” Huston 
said. “Texas A&M is a perennial top 10 
team and I thought we competed great 
against a very good program.”

After getting back into a training routine 
recently, Campbell said she thought the team 
performed well, given the circumstances.

“We have been training extremely hard 
these past few months, and while many of us 

are tired or still feeling the impacts from an 
unusual summer, we managed to have some 
solid races in almost every event,” Campbell 
said. “Personally, I worked on improving 
my race strategies from last season which 
helped me in the final legs of several races.”

This was not a normal opening meet, 
and it has not been a normal summer for 
a swim team that suffered setbacks due 
to the pandemic. Evans said everything 
takes some getting used to, like putting on 
a mask immediately as she got out of the 
pool after her race.

“Racing alongside my teammates again 
was something I’ve been looking forward 
to,” Evans said. “It was really nice to finally 
be back competing after more than seven 
months, some of which a majority of us 
spent not swimming at all because of the 
pandemic. In some races, it was evident 
that as a team we are tired, but that is to be 
expected early on in the season.”

The team now turns their attention to 
their next meet, at which they will host 
Tulane University. Rice last encountered 
the Green Wave last October, at Dual-
A-Pool-Ooza in Miami, where the Owls 
emerged victorious.

“We look forward to getting everyone 
an opportunity to compete this weekend,” 
Huston said. “Tulane is a similar program 
to us, every swim will count and that means 
everyone can contribute. Since we have 
not competed to this point, revising race 
strategies and cleaning up details within 
races will be a focus in the coming weeks.”

Campbell said that as the team settles 
into the routine of the season, the team is 
readjusting and refocusing.

“After such a long break and the fear 
of not competing this season, I think we 
all are relieved to be back to a somewhat 
normal schedule,” Campbell said. “We 
are all prepared for the challenging yet 
fun season ahead of us, which is evident 
from the focus and determination our team 
brings to every practice.”
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PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS
Junior Becca Evans (above) placed first in the 100-yard freestyle with a time of 52.19. She 
also anchored the 200-free relay, which the Owls won. 

OWLS JUMP BACK INTO THE POOL WITH DUAL MEET

Rice looks to (quadruple) bounce 
back against Southern Miss.

PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS

Redshirt junior Trey Schuman (above) makes a tackle in last year’s game against Southern 
Miss. The Owls take on the Golden Eagles this Saturday at 2:00 p.m. in Hattiesburg, MI.

We’re putting in some 
new tricks, some 
new treats, for these 
quarterbacks, whichever 
one steps back there.

Blaze Alldredge
RICE LINEBACKER
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ACADEMIC COACH/SITTER Seeking student 
to support 15 year old doing online school. 
9.30-3.00pm Monday to Friday (have some 
flexibility with hours) Guidance with note 
taking/study, maintaining focus with on-
line school schedule and performance of 
tasks. If you can provide some tutor support 
in STEM subjects that would be a bonus. 
Email odecaro@aol.com

RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle & 
High School Math, Natural & Social Sci-
ence, Foreign Language, Humanities and 
SAT/ACT prep. Reliable transportation re-
quired. Pay is based upon variety of factors. 
Contact 832-428-8330 and email resume to 
sri.iyengar@sriacademicservices.com

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-

vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Lindsay Josephs
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire, written this week by Ndidi Nwosu and Timmy Mansfield, edited by Spooky Matovic and designed by Simona Maskon.  For tricks or treats, email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

Trick-or-Treat With a Candy Launcher 

Don’t let all those grubby little kids get their 

germs near you! Stay socially distant instead and 

launch the candy out your window from the comfort 

of your own living room. Order your very own Back-

page Candy Launcher (patent pending) that definitely 

isn’t an out-of-use T-shirt cannon stolen from the 

football stadium.   (Disclaimer: The Backpage is 

not responsible for any lost teeth, concus-

sions or any other injuries sustained.)

Squirrel Candy Delivery
If projectile candy isn’t for you, commune 
with nature and train the squirrels around 

campus to spread Halloween spirit. We 
recommend the Sandy the Squirrel costume 

(see below) to help the squirrels feel at home. 
The trick or treat part depends on how the 

squirrel is feeling that day.

Everyone’s favorite spooky holiday is coming 
up this weekend! But a typical night of 

costume parties and trick-or-treating isn’t 
exactly the safest thing to do in the middle of 

a pandemic. Luckily for you, the team here 
at the Backpage has come up with a list of 
things you can do this Halloween to have 

some spooky, safe fun!

Tips for a COVID-Friendly Halloween

COVID Capacity Bouncer
We know that Halloween parties might get 

a little crowded, so we recommend a COVID 
Capacity Bouncer. So the bouncer doesn’t miss 
out on Halloween fun, we recommend having 

them dress up as an angry coronavirus 
particle to remind people to distance 

themselves.

COVID-Safe Costume Ideas

Socially Distant Long Horse Costume: The classic horse cos-

tume, but from the comfort of 6 feet away! (see below)

Plague Doctor: Not only do you get to keep your face covered to 

Stop the Spread, but you bring the looming sense of death and doom 

that everyone is already feeling to life! It’s a 2-for-1!

Joe Biden with Comically Large Mask™: Everyone already knows that 

Joe Biden sports the biggest mask anyone’s ever seen. But you can top 

it! Get yourself a mask the size of a foghorn! If it c
an’t drown out the 

sound of all this malarkey, it’s not big enough!

Sandy the Squirrel: Dress up as everyone’s favorite underwater 

squirrel with this costume! Fishbowl helmet design allows 

for students to show off fursona without a mask.

Instead of Scary Movies, 

Keep Up With American 
Politics!Everyone’s tired of “Friday the 

13th” and “Scream.” Leave CNN 

or Fox News on for a real fright! 

You’ll be having nightmares 
for weeks.
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