
Every public space on campus now has a posted COVID-19 maximum room capacity. Despite these capacities, some places look emptier than ever. 

THROUGH THE LENSTHROUGH THE LENS

Tiffany Xiang, Will Rice College sophomore, works on homework outside on a 

sunny afternoon. On any sunny day, students can be found all over campus 

taking advantage of Houston’s weather by studying and hanging out outside. 

There are plenty of new signs and reminders all across campus this semester. 

Signs like this one aim to normalize mask wearing and other rules that have 

been put in place due to the pandemic.

Quan Le, Will Rice College sophomore, 

walks across Lovett Hall on his way back 

to his off-campus apartment. Students living 

off campus can come to campus as long as they get 

tested weekly and follow new campus guidelines. 

Akhilesh Paruchuri, Duncan College junior, works on homework at a socially-
distanced spot in Fondren Library. Fondren is no longer open 24 hours a day, 
but still serves as a favorite study location for many students. 

Jacob Nieto, Duncan College junior, cheers on students at a Duncan College 

Friday in the Quad. Student leaders and committees have worked this 

semester to create new social events that are safe and exciting.  

a photo series depicting life on campus during COVID-19
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RICE FOOTBALL PREVIEW
The Owls will open their season this Saturday, at 
home,  against Middle Tennessee State University.
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COVID-19 shifts student sex patterns, sexual health resources remain
HAJERA NAVEED
THRESHER STAFF

Editor’s note: Students interviewed for 
this story were given the option of remaining 
anonymous in the interest of preserving 
their privacy and preventing disciplinary 
repercussions. Anonymous students who are 
referenced multiple times were given false 
names marked with an asterisk upon first 
mention. 

In light of the pandemic, campus 
organizations are trying to balance providing 
open access to sexual health resources while 
simultaneously not encouraging unsafe 
COVID practices. While some students have 
stated they are choosing to change their 
sexual behavior to accommodate safety 
regulations, others voiced their choice to 
remain sexually active. 

According to the Culture of Care agreement, 
Rice students should not be interacting with 
students outside their “family pod,” which 
comprises those they live with, without masks 
or physical distancing. Engaging in sexual 
acts with other students or those outside the 
Rice community  increases the likelihood of 
transmission and spread of coronavirus. 

Many students, however, have created 
their own rules and restrictions regarding 
sexual encounters. Alex*, a sophomore, 
said their off-campus apartment made rules 
regarding sexual acts and who they could 
engage with.

“For our own mental health reasons we 
established, as a suite, that we would allow 
for hook-ups or sexual relations with people 
inside of Rice’s bubble,” Alex said. “So that 
means that we couldn’t see people from other 
universities, like [the] University of Houston, 
or random people who we know are not getting 
tested. This way we can still be somewhat safe 
while having these interactions.”

Alex and another student, Landry*, 
expressed that their decision to engage in 
sexual relations was influenced by its affect 
on their mental health. 

“I get a lot of adrenaline and a rush from 
sex so I didn’t want to lose that,” Landry said. 
“I feel like it really helps improve my mental 
health also.” 

Landry, who lives on campus, stated that 
they would also only engage in sexual acts 
with students who they knew before the 
pandemic and were comfortable with. 

“I stopped having sex with random 
strangers that I would meet on dating apps, 
which I did last semester, and now only have 
sex with people I knew before the pandemic,” 
Landry said. “These people are getting tested 

regularly and are ones that I trust to be honest 
with me about their health and exposure.” 

According to another on-campus student 
Taylor*, continuing sexual behavior on 
campus has been more difficult than doing so 
off campus.

“Being on campus has made engaging 
in sexual acts a lot less frequent,” Taylor, a 
freshman, said. “Usually both parties are 
pretty concerned about getting COVID-courted 
or about other issues that come up with this. 
So because of that, on-campus interactions 
are usually not the move — instead it’s been 
mostly off campus or in a car.” 

 Drew* said that COVID has mainly affected 
the way they meet people, moving more 
towards dating apps, due to limitations in 
gathering sizes and lack of in-person events. 

“Before COVID, I could just go to a public 
and meet people, but because we don’t have 
parties or times when you can get drunk and 
find people you have to be more intentional 
about your pursuit,” Drew said.

Drew also talked about how the lack of 
social interaction during this time prompted 
them to pursue more sexual relationships. 

“I feel like not having the interactions 
with friends and platonic relationships as 
often, has made me want to pursue those 

relationships more as a form of intimacy,” 
Drew said.

Student services, such as Rice Health 
Advisors and the Rice Women’s Resource 
Center, are continuing to provide access to 
sexual health resources, including condoms, 
lube and pregnancy tests. According to RWRC 
Co-Director Amy Lin, the choice to continue 
providing resources was made to encourage 
safe sex behavior as some students would 
engage in sexual behavior regardless. 

“We are definitely still providing all of 
our same safe sex resources because that is 
something really important to us as a center,” 
Lin, a Hanszen College senior, said. “We also 
put up a sign that gently reminds people 
that we still are in a global pandemic, asking 
them to be mindful when they are using these 
resources and to think about what are safest 
ways we can engage in sexual acts without 
necessarily spreading coronavirus.”

The signs in the RWRC next to their 
resources encourage students to engage 
in safer sexual acts during this time, 
including masturbation and using phone 
or video chat platforms. 

RHAs are also providing the same safe 
sex resources that they have provided in 
previous semesters, according to Candi 

Zhao, head RHA for Jones College. Zhao 
said she believes it is important for RHAs 
to continue to provide these resources 
because there is a chance that students 
will not comply with Rice’s restrictions. 

“My personal belief in why we should 
continue providing these resources is because 
even though there are restrictions, people 
may still go around them and if they do, we 
want them to be as safe as they can be about 
it,” Zhao, a Jones College sophomore, said. 
“Obviously we are not condoning doing these 
things in an unsafe manner, but we also can’t 
be idealistic and say that people just aren’t 
going to do it.”

Rose Click, Hanszen head RHA, said that 
RHAs are continuing to provide condoms 
this year with the knowledge that a lack of 
condoms would not prevent students from 
having sex against COVID guidelines.

“It is true that normally condoms are one 
of the biggest mentions of the RHA locker, 
and we’ve been more reluctant to plug them 
this year,” Click, a senior, said. “But we were 
hesitant to discourage people from using the 
locker supply or to make people feel judged 
for using it.”

Dr. Kimberly Pilkinton, a practicing 
obstetrician and gynecologist in the 
Houston area, said she believes students 
should still have access to safe sex resources 
during this time. 

“I think most physicians would promote 
access to safe sex resources whether we are in a 
pandemic or not,” Pilkinton said. “I think that 
students should not be putting themselves in 
other health risks because of the pandemic. 
We should continue to promote preventative 
measures especially now when in-person 
sexual health checkups have been limited.”

Although these resources are available on 
campus, some students may feel discouraged 
from accessing them. Alex said they felt 
uncomfortable with accessing sexual health 
resources provided on campus, due to the 
expectations for students during this time.

“Honestly, I would not feel comfortable 
grabbing condoms from the RHA locker if I 
needed them, even though I did that a lot as 
a freshman,” Alex said. “Now, I would be too 
scared to be COVID-courted or of judgment 
from people around me.”

The RWRC has noticed a decrease in the 
need for these resources by other students, 
according to Lin. 

“Our resources have been running out 
less than previous semesters,” Lin said. “This 
may be due to a mix of things. There are less 
students on campus in general and not many 
people in the RMC, which may be why.”

Students navigate medical hold, quarantine and isolation procedures
SUMIN YOON
FOR THE THRESHER

When students call Student Health 
Services with symptoms that overlap with 
the broad symptoms of COVID-19, they may 
be placed on medical hold. Although the 
purpose of a medical hold is to contain a 
potential infection, students have shared 
concerns regarding communication.

According to Jerusha Kasch, Rice’s 
director of Institutional Crisis Management, 
and Lisa Basgall, Infection Control Group 
supervisor on the Crisis Management Team, 
medical hold is a short-term practice that 
requires symptomatic students to socially and 
physically distance until medical providers 
can determine if the student is suspected to 
have COVID-19 or not. 

Basgall and Kasch said that medical hold 
is different from quarantine and isolation: 
Quarantine is required when students have 
exposure to someone with COVID or COVID-
like illness, while isolation is required if a 
student tests positive for COVID-19 or shows 
symptoms of COVID. 

Molly Wancewicz, a senior at Brown 
College, said she was unexpectedly put 
in medical hold when she called Student 

Health Services to receive treatment for a 
sinus infection, which Wancewicz said is a 
common occurrence that usually goes away 
with antibiotics.

After disclosing her symptoms to the 
medical staff, Wancewicz said that she was 
asked to not leave her room until she was 
able to talk to the physician at Student Health 
Services. Wancewicz’s medical hold lasted for 
24 hours.

“I had a video call with the doctor and I 
let her know that I had a lot of these before 
and that I had already tested negative three 
times while having the sinus symptoms,” 
Wancewicz said. “She said in case it is a weird 
manifestation of COVID, I had to go to the 
symptomatic testing [site] and isolate until the 
results came back.” 

Kasch said that medical hold is put in 
place to contain a potential spread since 
COVID symptoms are difficult to distinguish 
from other common illnesses.

“When students came back to campus 
early on, we had students who were 
symptomatic, not positive tests, but had 
COVID-like symptoms,” Kasch said. “They 
can also be symptoms of something else — 
sore throat, allergies — and so when you have 
both and you don’t know which is which, we 

have a medical hold process that allows us to 
keep those students separate until a medical 
provider could determine or diagnose what 
they are looking at.” 

Shivani Gollapudi, a freshman at Duncan 
College, said she was put in quarantine during 
Orientation Week because she was exposed to 
someone who had feverish symptoms.

“That person got tested and they were 
negative for COVID, and both myself and my 
roommate were also negative and everyone 
else who was in contact with that person were 
also negative,” Gollapudi said. “We still had 
to complete the full 14 days in quarantine.”

Gollapudi said that although she understood 
the precautionary measures, she felt frustrated 
that she was still required to quarantine despite 
the negative test results for COVID.

“It seemed like there was no outbreak 
because everyone tested negative multiple 
times, yet we still had to stay in our rooms and 
that seems more of like an inconvenience to 
me,” Gollapudi said.

Basgall said that the decision to 
release students is made on a case-by-
case basis.

“The physician’s clinical judgment has a 
big impact on this and the person’s symptoms 
and how they feel over a period of time have a 

big impact on this,” Basgall said. “There is no 
100 percent black-and-white clear path that 
will always be this way in this circumstance 
and I think that is what makes this challenging 
for a lot of people.”

Wancewicz said that although she 
appreciates the medical hold policy and 
the cautious attitude, she believes students 
should be informed about the possibility of 
a medical hold if they call Student Health 
Services to report symptoms.

“It should be public information,” 
Wancewicz said. “If someone seeks help for 
allergy medication or menstrual cramps or 
something because those are things that can 
cause a runny nose or body aches, they should 
know that [medical hold] could happen even 
if it’s not COVID.”

Gollapudi said she was concerned that 
potentially symptomatic individuals may 
refrain from reporting out of fear of getting 
placed on medical hold or isolation, especially 
as the flu season begins.

“My only fear is that if there is no 
flexibility between distinguishing between 
COVID-19 versus non-COVID-19 then people 
will be even less inclined to report their 
symptoms and I really hope that doesn’t 
happen,” Gollapudi said.
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The upcoming Faculty Senate vote on 
the pass/fail policy changes, which were 
proposed in March, has been postponed 
due to disagreements among faculty about 
the changes, according to Faculty Senate 
Speaker Christopher Johns-Krull.

The three recommendations that the 
Faculty Senate pass/fail working group 
presented in January were to raise the pass 
threshold from a D- to a C-, to not allow 
students to reuse pass/fail designations 
that they uncover at the end of a semester 
in later semesters and to allow students to 
take one of their major requirements pass/
fail. Raising the pass threshold would 
result in a P/D/F system, where students 
can get either a passing grade, a D+, D, D- 
or an F on their record.

According to the current rules regarding 
pass/fail, students cannot take any of their 
major requirements pass/fail. If a student 
takes a class pass/fail, and later declares 
a major in which that class is a major 
requirement, the Office of the Registrar will 
automatically uncover the grade in the last 
semester before graduation, according to the 
General Announcements.

Johns-Krull said that he fully expects 
that the third recommendation, regarding 
allowing students to only take one major 
requirement pass/fail, will change before it 
comes up for a vote again.

“I feel 99 percent certain that the final 
version of the recommendations that is voted 
on is not what you see right now,” Johns-
Krull said.

At the Faculty Senate meeting in 
September, physics and astronomy professor 
Patrick Hartigan said that the reason for 
pass/fail was for students to take classes 
they wouldn’t normally take, not for major 
requirements. 

“I really don’t see any reason why, if it’s 
going to be your major, that you would want 
to hide one of the grades,” Hartigan said. “I 
think that’s not helpful for our reputation 
generally as a degree-granting institution, 
and I don’t think it’s really in the spirit of the 
reason why pass/fail is there.”

Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Studies Seiichi Matsuda said that students 
who use pass/fail on major requirements to 
boost their GPA for graduate school 
applications may not 
know how to use 
pass/fails effectively.

“From the graduate admissions side, in 
general, a B, even in an important course, 
isn’t going to kill someone’s application 
even at the best of schools. One C in an 
important course really can kill someone’s 
grad application,” Matsuda said. “I think 
the problem with allowing this pass/fail is 
someone might be covering up a B+ or an A- 
because they want to polish their GPA, and a 
pass that might be masquerading a C really 
might be enough to kill an application.”

Brown College Student Association 
Senator Gargi Samarth said that the SA 
Senator cohort feels overall that it would be 
beneficial to have a town hall or some sort of 
open discussion with members of the faculty 
senate about a lot of these concerns.

“This is something that affects the 
entirety of the student body,” Samarth, a 
sophomore, said.

The 2019-2020 SA Senate passed 
a resolution in opposition to the 
recommendations after the Faculty Senate 
announced them in the spring. The SA 
Senate cited the results of a survey they 
had done, which stated that 82.6 percent 
of undergraduates were against the first 
recommendation and 90.5 percent were 
against the second recommendation. 
Data was most mixed on the third 
recommendation: 44.9 percent of students 
were against it, 27.5 were in support of it and 
27.6 said maybe.

The SA’s survey had 600 unique responses, 
according to the resolution. According to the 
Faculty Senate pass/fail working group, five 
students and the working group student 
representative gave feedback at the STEM 
feedback session, and one student and the 
working group student representative gave 
feedback at the non-STEM feedback session.

Samarth said the SA Senate felt that some 
of the Faculty Senate’s recommendations 
were not as substantiated with data as they 
would have liked.

“We felt that kind of hindered the 
discussion because it turned more into a 
‘we think this will do this,’ and then they 
were like ‘no, we think this will do this,’ so 
we’re kind of hoping that can be a little more 
of a constructive discussion from now on,” 
Samarth said.

Johns-Krull came to the SA Senate 
meeting on Oct. 12 to answer questions 
about the proposed recommendations. At 
the meeting, Wiess College President Lauren 
Biegel said that eliminating the ability to be 
flexible with pass/fails would do a lot of 
harm to students’ mental health a n d 
peace of mind.

“I don’t understand how 
taking that away [the ability to 

recycle pass/fails] would resolve the problem 
of students leaving pass/fails on major 
requirements,” Biegel, a junior, said.

Baker College SA Senator Lily Sethre-
Brink said that the data the SA collected 
on student perspectives seemed to conflict 
with what the Faculty Senate saw as issues 
for students.

“Almost everybody unanimously [said] 
they didn’t want these recommendations 
to go through. I continue to hear that at 
my college,” Sethre-Brink, a sophomore, 
said. “I’m just confused on why y’all aren’t 
listening to the data from students that the 
SA has already put out saying we don’t want 
these things.”

Lovett College SA Senator Jared Butler 
said that the Faculty Senate’s first proposed 
recommendation would not have any bearing 
on students’ grades, but would have an 
impact on the way students evaluate pass/
fail grades.

“Students would have the additional 
pressure of trying to feel like they’re 
keeping up a C- level of work in the class, 
even though it’s already been proven and 
it’s already in the report that students don’t 
just give up on pass/fail classes because 
they want to get their pass/fail back,” 
Butler, a sophomore, said.

Johns-Krull said at the meeting that while 
the Faculty Senate does listen to student 
concerns, and presumably read the student 
survey results that the SA sent to them, 
student concerns are not necessarily the 
deciding factor.

“I do think the [Faculty] Senate pays 
attention to the students, and takes their 
feedback into consideration, but by no means 
do they just do what the students say,” Johns-
Krull said.

Johns-Krull said he thought there was 
some misunderstanding between what 
students thought the recommendations 
would do and what they would actually do. 
For example, the first recommendation, 
which would raise the pass threshold from a 
D- to a C-, would still allow students to earn 
a D+, D or D-. Johns-Krull said that it seemed 
like some students thought that under the 
new rules, they would get an F if they did not 
earn at least a C- grade.

“Now in fact the vast majority of our peers, 
that is the way it is [the minimum passing 
grade is C-], but there are a few that are like 
what we have now and so students generally 
speaking want to have the lower standard,” 
Johns-Krull said.

For the first recommendation, regarding 
raising the pass threshold from D- to C-, 
the concern from the Faculty Senate was 
over whether students using a pass/fail for 
classes with group work would put in as 
much effort as their classmates who were 
taking the class for a letter grade. Samarth 
said that the SA Senate was met with a lot 
of the same responses to student concerns 
that the Faculty Senate had provided the 
last time the recommendations were up 
 for discussion. 

“We did press the speaker on if they 
had the data on how many students 
complained about this group work issue, or 
what professors had said, but they couldn’t 
provide us any concrete data on that. So 

it seemed like it was just speculation, we 
weren’t too sure,” Samarth said. 

Many faculty as well as students are 
unhappy with the second recommendation, 
which would stop students from recycling 
pass/fails, according to Johns-Krull.

“I think it is actually an accident the way 
we wound up where we are, I don’t think 
it was originally intended that students 
would be able to recycle their passes if they 
uncover their grade,” Johns-Krull said. “I 
think a lot of faculty see that that is a good 
thing, that it keeps students more engaged 
than they would otherwise be, so a lot of 
faculty are sympathetic for not changing 
that rule.”

Biosciences Department Chair Ed 
Nikonowicz said in the Faculty Senate 
meeting that the original purpose of pass/
fails has evolved, and students now use it to 
relieve some stress as they take courses.

“It’s not like students are … using it and 
just getting by with Ds, they’re doing pretty 
well with their pass/fail, so I don’t agree that 
… the recycling is necessarily a bad thing,” 
Nikonowicz said.

Other Faculty Senate members were 
also concerned about the issue of academic 
dishonesty with using pass/fails on major 
requirements to inflate GPAs. David 
Messmer, associate director of the First-
Year Writing Intensive Seminar program, 
said that using pass/fails to misrepresent 
academic records was not something that 
should be encouraged.

“We’re a university that abides by an honor 
code,” Messmer said. “To institutionalize 
[student] dishonesty seems to me in many 
ways a bad move.”

English professor Nicole Waligora-
Davis said that it was not only an issue of 
academic dishonesty, but also an issue of 
diversity, equity and inclusion, because 
students who do not know that they can 
pass/fail a major requirement until the last 
semester before graduation cannot take 
advantage of the loophole. 

“I think if we’re going to institutionalize 
bad behavior we need to make it absolutely 
known to every single student that this 
loophole exists, so we’re not continuing to 
suture forms of inequities in our university,” 
Waligora-Davis said. “But I actually think we 
shouldn’t be encouraging this kind of pass/
fail system at all.”

Johns-Krull said that the recommendations 
will probably come up for a vote again 
sometime this academic year, as the Faculty 
Senate continues to do more research on 
the ways other institutions keep students 
from taking major requirements pass/fail. 
Rice is unique, according to Johns-Krull, in 
that students can declare their majors in 
the second semester of sophomore year and 
change their major up until the last semester 
before graduation.

“I think faculty, in general, are very 
supportive of that idea, that students should 
be able to change their major easily. But 
there’s a tension there between changing 
your major easily versus not having major 
requirements taken pass/fail,” Johns-Krull 
said. “So the question is, how do we design a 
system around pass/fail that recognizes and 
works with that flexibility?”
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Faculty Senate vote on pass/fail policies delayed due to disagreements

CHANNING WANG / THRESHER

SAVANNAH KUCHAR
NEWS EDITOR

The format and calendar of the spring 
semester are currently being designed 
based on feedback from this fall, according 
to Dean of Undergraduates Bridget 
Gorman, who addressed these and other 
concerns at the Student Association’s 
virtual Senate meeting Monday night.

At the Q&A session, Gorman 
addressed multiple questions 
from students regarding academic 
accommodations in the spring, stating 
that the administration is currently in 
the process of discussing this. According 
to Gorman, their conversations are 
factoring in responses from students on 
a mid semester survey that was sent out 
by Gorman in early October.

“I think one of the things we did not 
pay attention to going into this semester 
was the consequences of [the semester] 
going quicker,” Gorman said. “The flavor 
and flair [of academic stress] has shifted 
in a way that is just challenging and kind 
of pushing our buttons in different ways. 
I can say for sure that we definitely heard 
you all loud and clear around the need for 
breaks in the spring semester calendar.”

Gorman said she does not expect the 
spring semester to look much different 
from this fall, as COVID-19 continues to 
remain a leading concern.

“We just haven’t made the kind of 
progress nationwide around the virus 
that we would have liked to have seen in 
terms of vaccines,” Gorman said. “Maybe 
by summer, we’ll be in a place where we 
can really start to talk about changing our 

posture for fall. But that combined with 
everyone’s general nerves around winter… 
and if you’ve been paying attention to 
the news, you see numbers are going up 
around the country again. So all this to 
say, I think our posture for spring is pretty 
much going to be very similar to what we 
see for fall.”

Regarding the Phase 2 CARES Act 
money, Gorman said the administration 
is in the midst of discussing and deciding 
what to do with the roughly $1.5 million 
in federal aid. She said that while the 
money will still go to benefiting students, 
it will not be used in a direct disbursal to 
students in the same way that the first $1.9 
million was used.

 “We’re going to be allocating some of the 
money toward access and opportunity for 
things that students need that are COVID-

related,” Gorman said. “For example, 
we’ve already started using some of these 
for COVID-related financial aid appeals 
that have started going through … So it’s 
going to be parsed out in different ways, all 
of them directly benefiting students, but 
not in the same distribution manner that 
we did with the first half.”

One student asked about the term 
“Culture of Care” and whether its repurposing 
for the pandemic could encourage broader 
redefinition in the future. 

“I absolutely think that one of the 
strengths of [the Culture of Care] is that 
it’s not a static thing,” Gorman said. “And 
I think that based on what’s happening 
at the moment, it can be something that 
we move around and emphasize different 
things based on what we need the most at 
the moment.”

Gorman discusses spring semester and accommodations at SA Senate
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OPINION
THE RICE THRESHER

The time for tepid environmental 
regulations is behind us. As the climate crisis 
grows more acute by the day, our planet 
desperately needs sweeping legislative 
action. 

To understand the magnitude of the 
emergency, let’s get some facts under our belts. 
The United Nations Environment Programme 
reported that, in 2019, the worldwide average 
temperature was 1.1 degrees Celsius higher 
than in the pre-industrial period, making it 
the second hottest year on record. If the global 
temperature rise reaches 1.5 degrees Celsius, 
the report warns, the consequences will be 
disastrous. For starters, six million people will 
be vulnerable to displacement due to rising 
sea levels, fewer than 30 percent of coral reefs 
will survive and ecosystems across the globe 
will collapse.

The takeaway is glaring: The need for 
change is urgent.

Under the administration of President 
Donald Trump, change has been moving 
swiftly in the wrong direction. The Brookings 
Institution compiled a tracker for the status 
of all deregulation attempts that illuminates 
just how widespread Trump’s environmental 
rollbacks are. From weakening the 
Endangered Species Act to revising Mercury 
and Air Toxic Standards, the Trump 
administration has wreaked havoc on every 
sector of the environment. 

The Trump administration is gutting 
environmental protections in a brutal fashion. 
Our government, in short, is imperiling our 
lives and our Earth.

We have no time to waste. We need a Green 
New Deal.

Often dismissed as a radical socialist 
plot, the Green New Deal is a congressional 
resolution introduced in February 2019 by 
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of 
New York and Senator Edward Markey of 
Massachusetts, both Democrats. It outlines 
a multifaceted policy approach to combat 
climate change. Among its highest priorities 
are reducing fossil fuel usage, curbing 
greenhouse gas emissions and fostering job 
growth in the clean energy sector. Moreover, it 
seeks to rectify the disproportionate harms of 
climate change on people of color.

Perhaps this sounds radical to some. To 
me, it sounds like the very least we can do to 
save our planet from a grim fate.

It’s no secret that the Green New Deal 
has a host of fierce critics. Among them is 
U.S. Senator John Barrasso, chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Environment and 
Public Works, who laid out his qualms with 
the resolution in an eight-minute speech. 
His critique is littered with fear-mongering 
falsehoods. He warns that, were the Green 
New Deal to take effect, milkshakes would 
become a thing of the past because “livestock 

will be banned.” This is a bald-faced lie 
wrapped in an absurdity. The proposal says 
no such thing; rather, it calls for a shift to 
sustainable farming to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and promote food sovereignty.

Another common critique of the Green 
New Deal, echoed by Trump, is that it would 
be outrageously expensive. Although there’s 
no easy way to estimate the total bill, it will 
without a doubt be costly. This brings us to 
a crucial question: Is there anything more 
important our country could invest in than 
the survival of our planet? The answer, 
resoundingly, is no.

Government leaders have been successful 
in painting the Green New Deal as a ludicrous 
upheaval that threatens our way of life. But 
the provisions within it, although sweeping, 
are far from drastic. 

But our legislators seem unable to 
comprehend what’s at stake. In March 
2019, one month after the resolution 

was introduced, Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell forced a vote before any 
congressional hearings could take place. 
The Green New Deal was defeated by a 57-43 
majority. 

All hope is not lost, but the window to 
rectify climate damage is shrinking. If you 
want to make a tangible difference, consider 
taking a look at Rice Climate Alliance’s voter 
guide, which highlights down-ballot races 
whose winners will have the opportunity to 
shape future climate policy. 

Although presidential candidates Joe 
Biden and Trump have presented markedly 
different climate action plans, neither one 
supports the Green New Deal. So regardless of 
the vote tallies after Nov. 3, we must call upon 
the next administration to do what the current 
administration hasn’t: Commit to a Green 
New Deal. In doing so, we must first disavow 
the myth that it’s too visionary to be feasible. 
If the Green New Deal is revolutionary, it’s the 
revolution our Earth needs.

OPINION

The Green New Deal is no more radical than our planet demands

ALEXA THOMASES
LOVETT COLLEGE
SOPHOMORE

As the climate crisis grows 
more acute by the day, 
our planet desperately 
needs sweeping legislative 
action.

In “Faculty confront Honor Code violations in online classrooms,” students traded answers 
in GroupMe for homework assignments, not for an exam.

Correction

Have an opinion? Submit your draft to thresher@rice.edu.

EDITORIAL CARTOON BY NDIDI NWOSU

The Faculty Senate recently presented 
their proposed changes to the pass/fail 
policy, which include changing the threshold 
grade for pass to a C, preventing students 
from recycling the four allotted pass/fail 
designations and preventing a pass/fail 
from being converted to a letter grade after 
the deadline, even for classes that later 
become major requirements after the major 
is declared. The proposed changes to the 
pass/fail policy do not serve to ameliorate 
students’ academic integrity or academic 
performance, but rather unnecessarily 
limit flexibility and discourage intellectual 
curiosity and exploration.

In particular, the working group’s 
assessment of the second recommendation 
is fundamentally flawed. Under the current 
system, students are allowed to convert a P 
into a letter grade, and save the pass/fail for 
another semester. The proposal would make 
it so that if a student designates a course as 
pass/fail, they would be unable to decide 
later to remove the pass/fail and use it for a 
different course. According to the working 
group’s report, this system “does not follow 
the spirit of the [pass/fail] policy as originally 
intended.” When the pass/fail system was 
first proposed in 1968, it was intended to allow 
students to explore elective courses outside 
of their comfort zone. As Rice students, we 
believe proposed change would, in fact, do 
the opposite of encouraging us to explore 
new types of courses. 

As it stands now, the pass/fail system 
allows students to explore up to one class 
per semester they wouldn’t ordinarily take, 
sometimes assuming that they will do well 

enough in the course to remove the pass/
fail. Without the ability to recycle a pass/
fail, students will be wary of taking a course, 
and likely either drop or decide to not take 
a class in which they don’t see themselves 
succeeding. 

For many students, the safety net 
provided by the current pass/fail system is 
what encourages them to take a leap of faith 
into a subject that interests them. Sometimes, 
students end up falling in love with those 
initially daunting classes that may end up 
becoming the foundation of a new major. 
Under the third pass/fail recommendation, 
a student who finds themselves in such a 
situation would only be able to uncover one 
pass/fail that ends up being one of their 
major requirements and be required to retake 
any course they previously designated as 
pass/fail to use it for their major. This strikes 
us as completely antithetical for a school that 
prides itself on academic exploration. 

If the pandemic has taught us anything, 
it’s the value of flexibility and understanding. 
Students shouldn’t have to worry about 
the pass/fail safety net being shrunk or 
yanked away in retaliation for using it as 
it was originally intended. The Faculty 
Senate has yet to outline what academic 
accommodations, if any, will be provided 
this semester. Given the ongoing stresses 
of the pandemic and the altered standard 
of education provided primarily online, 
temporary accommodations should be 
prioritized over harsh policies that only serve 
to stress students out more. 

This editorial has been condensed for 
print. Read more online at ricethresher.org.

EDITORIAL

Reconsider proposed pass/fail changes
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Alumna Claudia Gee Vassar cultivates Houston’s new botanic garden
TOMÁS RUSSO
THRESHER STAFF

Filled with exotic plants, mouth-
watering vegetables and natural 
ecosystems, the Houston Botanic Garden, 
which opened to the public last month 
after years of construction, is dedicated 
to cultivating, preserving and displaying 
a diverse collection of plants from around 
the world and from the local environment. 
Less than 15 minutes from Rice University 
by car, the botanical garden is the city’s 
first. And at the helm of the project is 
Claudia Gee Vassar, president and general 
counsel of the Houston Botanic Garden — 
and a Rice University class of 1999 alumna. 

Vassar (Sid Richardson College ’99), a 
native Houstonian, has more connections 
to Rice than the average alumnus. Her 
father, brother and sister all attended 
Rice and her husband works for Rice’s 
Glasscock School of Continuing Studies. 
Vassar is also on the board for the 
Association of Rice Alumni.

“I had a really wonderful experience 
at Rice — personally, professionally, 
intellectually and academically,” Vassar 
said. “I really believe that [due to] what 
I have received from Rice that I have a 
role in giving back. As somebody who is 
still quite involved with Rice, it’s a great 
way for me to also connect people that I 
know to a lot of the programs and different 
things that Rice is doing, both for Rice and 
for alums.”

While at Rice, Vassar majored 
in sociology and was involved in 
cheerleading, chaired Beer Bike, 
participated in multiple Sid committees, 
helped with the yearbook and started Rice 
Women’s Lacrosse. Yet, one of Vassar’s 
favorite and most impactful aspects of her 
Rice experience was her professors, some 
of whom she still talks to.

“I was in so many small classes where 
my professors really treated us as really 
smart students and it felt like they viewed 
us as peers or equals on this intellectual 
exploration together,” Vassar said. “That 
was so incredibly empowering. I see this 
in a lot of my fellow Rice alumni friends, 
particularly women, that once we’ve left 
Rice we always feel like we have a seat at 
the table, that our thoughts are important 
and valuable.”

After graduating from Rice, Vassar went 
to law school with the intent of working 
in the international social justice arena. 
However, because she and her husband 
desired to stay close to their families, she 
ended up taking a job at a private law firm.

“I really enjoyed private practice for a 
while, but it wasn’t where my heart was in 
the long term and it wasn’t why I entered 
into the practice of law,” Vassar said. 
“After my third child was born, I decided 
to make the shift and start working full-
time in the social sector.”

Vassar began working as an interim 
executive director for numerous nonprofits 
in Houston, helping organizations 
undergo transitions in management and 
preparing them for new leadership.

“It’s always wonderful when there 
is not just an economic but also a social 
impact to the work that you are doing,” 
Vassar said. “You get to change people’s 
lives — that really speaks to your heart 
and feels good. I just love learning about 
and working with so many people that 
are so interested in making communities 
better. It’s a great joy.”

After working for the Houston Botanic 
Garden as their interim executive director, 
Vassar fell in love with the project 
and accepted their offer to become the 
permanent president of the organization.

“I love being a part of creating 
something wonderful for this city that 

everyone can enjoy and my kids and 
generations to come will get to enjoy,” 
Vassar said. “It’s a real honor to be a part 
of it.”

Even though Vassar came into the 
job with no experience in gardening or 
conservation, that has not stopped her 
from cultivating a green thumb. She said 
she’s done a lot of learning on the job, 
which has been wonderful. Working as 
the president of a botanic garden also 
comes with its perks. Vassar said working 
in gardens has been her favorite part of 
the job.

“I have access to nature and get to be 
outside and enjoy the beautiful gardens,” 
Vassar said. “2020 has really helped me 
realize how important it is to spend time 
outdoors. I cherish that in a way that I 
haven’t cherished as much before.”

The Houston Botanic Garden’s 
mission statement is to enrich life 
through discovery, education and the 
conservation of plants in the natural 
environment. According to Vassar, that 
mission statement is embodied in the 
garden’s biodiversity.

“We think of ourselves as a plant 
museum, or a zoo for plants,” Vassar 
said. “A place where we get to have 
collections of a lot of diversity of plants 
for people to learn about plants in the 
natural environment and be inspired to 
care more about them with the ultimate 
goal that they begin to feel like stewards 
of our planet.”

Vassar said that the garden was 
built to be a beautiful place for people 
to come be inspired by, educated about 
and connected to nature. Furthermore, 
she said the garden aims to promote 
gardening, horticulture, wellness, arts, 
research and conservation. 

The Houston Botanic Garden is 
comprised of a global collection garden, 

which demonstrates a wide array 
of plants from around the world, a 
culinary garden, which features edible 
and medicinal plants from a variety of 
cultures, a family discover garden, which 
is a place for families to explore and 
engage with nature, and an assortment of 
natural ecosystems. This diversity within 
and between the garden’s collections 
is an intentional feature of the garden’s 
identity, Vassar said.

“When we were designing the garden, 
it was really important to the board that 
the garden represent Houston,” Vassar 
said. “We really focused the design of the 
Houston Botanic Garden around diversity 
and the global city that Houston is.”

Vassar said that Rice University shares 
this identity of diversity — which she 
recommends that Rice students take full 
advantage of. 

“One of the best things about Rice is 
the people,” Vassar said. “Take the time 
to get to know your professors. Make 
those connections with as many different 
students as you can to learn from as many 
different people as possible.”

Vassar said that later in life, those 
connections may be indispensable. 

“As you go into life, you’ll never know 
who you’ll want to call for what and the 
Rice bond is really a strong one,” Vassar 
said. “I have never met another Rice 
person who — if I asked a question or 
favor — wasn’t interested in helping me. 
Rice has already done the work to find 
really incredible people for you to be 
surrounded by. Take advantage of that 
and get connected with them.”

Admission to Houston Botanic 
Garden costs $15 for adults and $10 for 
students Friday through Sunday and is 
discounted to $12.50 and $8, respectively, 
Monday through Thursday. Tickets can be 
purchased online.

FROM PAGE 1

THROUGH THE LENS

The main hallway 
in the RMC is a lot 
quieter and less 
crowded these days. 
However, student-
run businesses like 
Coffeehouse and 
The Hoot are still 
operating.

ALL PHOTOS BY CHANNING WANG

Outside of class, Will Rice College students Diego Lopez, sophomore, and Brandon Chen, freshman, relax on 
one of the new seesaws located in front of Hanszen College. The seesaws are a part of the new Rice Public Art 
installation to liven the space around the temporary classrooms built this semester. 

With the decrease of students returning to campus, it is not uncommon to 
have an inner loop bus all to yourself. Drivers sit behind plexiglass covers and 
seats are marked off to adhere to physical distancing guidelines.

Taking Zoom calls and watching lectures from your room or office can become 
boring and damaging to mental health. Rice is full of outdoor seating that 
students can use to get some fresh air while working.
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WEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENS

NO MAN’S LAND
Rice Outdoor Programs & Education and 
No Man’s Land Film Festival will screen a 
collection of films highlighting women in 
their pursuits of adventure, challenge and 
environmental connection, this Friday, 
Oct. 23 at 6:30 p.m. Tickets for this 
limited-seating outdoor screening are 
free for Rice community members. Visit 

recstore.rice.edu to reserve tickets. 

HOUSTON JAZZ FEST
The 2020 Houston Jazz Festival 
will stream live from Miller Outdoor 
Theater this Sunday, Oct. 25 from 6-9 
p.m. Tune in to hear performances from 
Grammy award-winning musicians 
as they pay homage to jazz legend 
Art Blakey. The event will stream on 
several platforms including the Miller 
Outdoor Theater YouTube channel.

DIA DE MUERTOS 
GROUP SHOW

Visit The Hardy & Nance Studios for 
the opening of their 11th annual Dia de 
Muertos group art show starting this 
Friday, Oct. 23 from 4-9 p.m. Visitors 
are welcome to bring photos of their 
loved ones to place on the community 
altar included in the exhibit, which will 
be on view until Nov. 1. Masks and social 

distancing are required. 

ARTISTS IN 
DIALOGUE

The Moody Center for the Arts will 
host a Zoom conversation with 
Catherine Opie, “States of Mind: Art 
and American Democracy” artist 
and directors from Meadows Mental 
Health Policy Institute to discuss the 
impact of our current political climate 
on mental health this Thursday, Oct. 
22 from 6-7 p.m. To access the Zoom 
link, register for free at bit.ly/3dEoyKl.

Clipping Explores ‘Visions of 
Bodies Being Burned’
A horror movie for your ears, Clipping’s sec-
ond exploration of terror does not disappoint.
See more at ricethresher.org

Fall activities you 
autumn know about

‘ON/OFF’ to showcase digitally interactive student art across campus
JAMES KARROUM
THRESHER STAFF

Inspired by the diversity and creativity of 
on- and off-campus life during a pandemic, 
ON/OFF is an upcoming student art show 
meant to be a window into that new mode 
of living. Organized by eight visual and 
dramatic arts students, the dual-delivery 
show will be presented in partnership with 
Sleepy Cyborg Gallery in nine locations 
around campus from Oct. 23-31. The show 
encourages Rice students to contribute their 
own art over its course.

Various artworks will be presented 
in several spaces throughout campus, 
all of which are mapped on the ON/OFF 
interactive website. The show’s principal 
location will be the Sewall Hall courtyard, 
which will hold an opening reception and 

performances by a string quartet and the 
Marching Owl Band throughout the week. 
The other locations for viewing sculpture 
pieces include The Hangout near Fondren 
Library, Herzstein Hall, Seibel Servery and 
the Rice Community Garden.

The show was designed to provide 
multiple channels for student expression 
and ways to showcase Rice campus’s unique 
vivacity. To be announced performances will 
be livestreamed with a 360-degree camera in 
the Sewall Hall courtyard, and the camera 
will stay on throughout daylight hours for 
the whole week. The organizers encourage 
campus visitors to make impromptu 
performances or monologues for the Sewall 
Hall camera, and remote students are 
encouraged to respond by recording and 
submitting their own performances to be 
integrated into ON/OFF’s website and social 
media content.

While each site will start with two or 
three sculptures, Sleepy Cyborg Gallery 
Director Isabel Samperio said each of the 
nine locations are intended to be additive 
— students can go to each site and place 
their own sculptures there to make their 
own mark on the exhibit. According to a 
press release from Sleepy Cyborg, the ON/
OFF digital map will link to media galleries 
for each location, which will become 
increasingly populated as students tour the 
show and submit photos of their experiences 
and interactions with the exhibits.

The show is a compromise between 
the artists and 2020’s challenges. Gabriella 
Feuillet, a Sid Richardson College senior, 
said ON/OFF is both a substitute for and a 

reaction to a showcase that was supposed 
to happen for her sculpture class in March 
but was cancelled due to the pandemic. 
Assistant Professor of Sculpture Lisa Lapinski 
encouraged her students to still make it 
happen and supplied a budget for the 
numerous associated expenses. The show 
is now dually sponsored by VADA and Rice 
Global and Digital Strategies.

Feuillet credited the name ON/OFF to 
her sculpture classmate Sophie Parker, a 
Will Rice College senior, who chose it to 
point out multiple dichotomies: The show 
is for on- and off-campus students; lives 
are lived online and offline with in-person 
and virtual components to nearly every 
experience now. ON/OFF will straddle 
that divide by hosting community-sourced 
media galleries of each location.

“It’s more interesting to let go of agency 
over the show after we’ve set it up,” Feuillet 
said. “We’ve put so much energy into 
planning and structuring it that I feel now 
the interesting part is seeing how people 
interact with it and what people record on 
video and what it becomes on its own in the 
Rice community.”

While ON/OFF was conceived as a 
substitute for a sculpture class’s canceled 
showcase, by the time it opens it will have 
embraced many more forms of artistic 
expression including photography, graphic 
design, music and narrative. See ON/OFF on 
campus Oct. 23-31, with an opening reception 
Friday, Oct. 23 in the Sewall Hall courtyard, or 
online at onnnnnofffff.cargo.site. This article 
has been condensed for print. Read the full 
story online at ricethresher.org.

ELLA FELDMAN
FEATURES EDITOR  

A spooky movie list? In this economy? 
Though I doubt that anything on this list 
will scare you more than the horror movie 
we are currently living through (an exquisite 
mélange of “Contagion,” “Get Out” and 
select episodes of “Black Mirror”), these films 

might get your heart racing just enough to 
temporarily subdue your existential dread. 

The seven horror flicks on this list feature 
plenty of my two favorite things: women 
and neon lighting. They’re hidden gems that 
range in fear factor from “ooh, spooky” to 
“please turn this off I am literally crying.” As 
Halloween draws closer and you start figuring 
out what costume you’ll be wearing to just, 
like, vibe in your kitchen, treat yourself with 
these treasures.

“Host” (2020)
If you weren’t already feeling bad 

enough about abandoning your quarantine 
sourdough dreams, enter Rob Savage, who 
made an entire movie while quarantine 
restrictions were in place. “Host” is a British 
found footage film for the COVID-19 era, in 
which the footage in question is a recorded 
Zoom conference. The meeting is hosted by 
Haley (Haley Bishop), who gathers her friends 
on a video call while they’re all in lockdown — 
not for trivia or cocktail hour, but for a virtual 
séance with a medium (Seylan Baxter). Many 
of the horrors in “Host” are all too familiar — 
spotty WiFi, pandemic anxiety, picking on 
your friend who plans all the Zoom bonding 
— but things swiftly take a turn for the worse 
when the characters find themselves pitted 
against demonic spirits. The movie is even 
better knowing that everything was produced 
remotely and that Savage led a workshop 

with his actors over Zoom to teach them 
things like “making things fly off shelves.” 
Running at a tight 57 minutes, Savage’s film 
is a clean, suspenseful delight and a clever 
artifact of the times. “Host” is available to 
stream on Shudder.

“Cam” (2018)
Working a job entirely through video 

calls has quickly become the norm, but 
there was a time when it was somewhat of 
a novelty. “Cam” dives into one of the most 
popular virtual professions — camgirling, 
or sex work that takes place over livestream. 
The film follows Alice (Madeline Brewer), a 
camgirl obsessed with raising her rank on the 
website FreeGirls.Live. In an effort to grow her 
fanbase, Alice starts making her streams more 
shocking, and it pays off. Then, just when she 
seems to be on a fast track to success, her 
account, fans and face are stolen by what 
appears to be an identical replica of herself. 
Drenched in dreamy pink neon lighting, the 
film follows Alice as she helplessly watches 
her robotic twin blur the lines between her 
own personal and professional lives, and 
tries to take her own identity back. Written by 
former camgirl Isa Mazzei, “Cam” is a chilling, 
sharp dive into sex work and technology, 
which — with rises in OnlyFans, freelancing 
and working from home — has only become 
creepier since its release. “Cam” is available 
to stream on Netflix.

ARIELLE NOAH
FOR THE THRESHER

As sweater weather approaches, the 
leaves might not change color in Houston, 
but the need for pumpkin-themed activities 
goes from nonexistent to inescapable. 
Here’s a list of physically distanced and 
virtual activities you can do to satisfy that 
autumn craving while still participating in 
Rice’s Culture of Care and staying safe.

BYOChair Movie Night: “Hocus Pocus”
Parking Lot 6 (behind Rice Media Center)
Why was the Rice student sad? Because 
their mask broke and they couldn’t witch 
it back together. Speaking of witches, the 
department of visual and dramatic arts 
and Rice Cinema are presenting “Hocus 
Pocus” as the third screening in their free 
fall outdoor movie series. Bring a blanket, 
chair, snacks and whatever else you need 
to get comfortable, and head on over to the 
Rice 

Phobia Haunted Houses
5250 South Sam Houston Parkway East
Variety is the pumpkin spice of life, 
right? When you visit Phobia Haunted 
House’s “screampark,” you can choose 
from a variety of eight different haunted 
houses every weekend until Nov. 1 (with 
special encore nights on Nov. 6, 7 and 13). 
Experience the downfall of humanity at the 
hands of artificial intelligence when you 
venture through the Dawn of the Machines 
attraction, or witness the “clinical trials” 
of Dr. Phylo Darke at the Darke Institute. 
Ticket prices depend on how many of the 
eight haunted houses you want to attend, 
starting from $15. Masks are required for 
entry and physical distancing is necessary 
between different groups.

Houston Symphony Haunted Halloween POPS
Online
The Houston Symphony will live stream a 
spooky performance from the Jones Hall 
for Performing Arts on Saturday, Oct 31 at 8 
p.m. CST. From “Psycho” to “Harry Potter,” 
listen to classic, chilling scores when you 
tune into the concert from the comfort of 
your home on Halloween night. Listeners 
will receive the stream link via email 
following their online purchase of a ticket, 
starting at $20 each. 

Read the full list online at ricethresher.org.

Seven movies 
to stream this 
spooky season

ILLUSTRATION BY NDIDI  NWOSU
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DANIEL SCHRAGER
ASST SPORTS EDITOR

When the football team opens its season 
against Middle Tennessee State University 
on Saturday afternoon, the offense will look 
a little different than it did last season. In 
what will be the team’s third season under 
the direction of Bloomgren and offensive 
coordinator Jerry Mack, the scheme may be 
slightly different as well. According to Mack, 
the coaching staff’s familiarity with the 
players and the ability to adapt could prove 
crucial this year.

“We’re not the same offense that we were 
in 2018,” Mack said. “We’ve learned how to 
manage these guys, what their strengths and 
what their weaknesses are, and [how] to put 
them in better positions to be successful.”

While the team returns five starters from 
last year, it will have new starters at the other 
six spots. According to head coach Mike 
Bloomgren, the team is prepared for this 
turnover, and confident in its new players’ 
ability to contribute.

“We added 30 new players [this 
offseason],” Bloomgren said. “We’re gonna 
have some of those guys play some really key 
roles for our football team.”

The Owls are coming off of a season that 
saw them rank No. 13 out of 14 teams in the 
conference with 17.9 points per game. That 
number jumped to 27 points per game over 
the last three games of the season. According 
to Mack, building off of that strong finish will 
be key to the offense improving this year.

“The biggest thing [we need to] continue 
to understand what helped us win those last 
few games of the season,” Mack said. “[We 
need to take] the energy and the passion that 
we came out with, and try to compete with it 
every week.”

Bloomgren’s offenses tend to focus heavily 
on running the ball. Last year, the Owls ran the 
ball 35.9 times a game, compared to only 26.6 
pass attempts.

The running game will rely heavily on an 
offensive line that has a number of question 
marks. Bloomgren, whose background is as 
an offensive line coach, will be tasked with 
putting together an offensive line that can 
carry the team’s running game, despite this 
relative inexperience. Mack said that the 
coaches have been impressed with how the 
offensive line has progressed during practices.

“[The] offensive line is getting better every 
day,” he said. “You can just see them inch by 
inch getting better each day.”

In the passing game, there are question 
marks too. Wide receiver Austin Trammell will 
reprise his role as the team’s do-it-all receiver. 
Trammell, who can line up both in the slot 
and as an outside receiver, has led the team 
in receptions each of the last two years — with 
62 and 60, respectively. Trammell said that his 
familiarity with Bloomgren’s offense should 
help him improve off of his past success.

“It being the third year in the system, 
guys know everything much better, we’re 
comfortable, it’s second nature now,” he said. 
“It’s going to be an exciting year.”

Last year, Rice was plagued by uncertainty 
surrounding the quarterback position all 
season. The Owls used three different starters 
over the course of their 12-game season before 
eventually settling on Tom Stewart. This year, 
they hope to have found more stability at 
the position. Rice will turn to Mike Collins, 
a graduate transfer from Texas Christian 
University, to be their signal-caller.

Collins began his college career at 
University of Pennsylvania before joining 
the Horned Frogs in 2017 after his freshman 
season. At TCU, Collins threw for over 1,100 

yards, including 1,059 in the 2018 season, 
during which he made four starts. According 
to Bloomgren, Collins, who won the starting 
job after a competition with redshirt freshman 
JoVoni Johnson, has impressed the coaching 
staff throughout the offseason.

“Mike has just been a head above, and 
not just on one day, he’s been consistent 
throughout camp,” Bloomgren said. “He’s 
executing our offense at a very high level, and 
he’s got an unbelievable arm.”

Collins said that he has faced challenges 
coming in as a transfer, especially in this 
strange offseason, but credited his teammates 
with helping him adjust.

“It’s interesting because you’re the new guy 
but you’re also the quarterback so you’ve got to 
have a voice,” Collins said. “So it’s a fine line 
you have to work with, but the guys have been 
great and really embraced me.”

Collins will likely be joined in the backfield 
by redshirt sophomore running back 
Juma Otoviano, although Bloomgren 
has used a multiple running back 
approach in the past. Redshirt 
sophomore Ari Broussard and 
redshirt freshman Jawan King also 
figure to see playing time.

Otoviano is returning from an 
injury-plagued 2019 season that 
saw him miss nine games due 
to injury, and retain a medical 
redshirt. This season, Otoviano 
said that he is focused on 
remaining healthy, and building 
off of the promise that he showed 
as a freshman.

“Personally, [my goal is to] 
stay healthy and have good 
games day in and day out,” 
Otoviano said.

According to Mack, these 

explosive plays, both in the running game 
and in the passing game, may end up setting 
this offense apart from Rice’s offenses in 
previous years.

“Explosive plays have been something 
we’ve really prided ourselves on this 
fall camp,” he said. “We’ve been able to 
generate more explosive plays [than any 
year in the past].”

Improving the offense will be crucial if the 
Owls want to improve from their 3-9 record last 
year. According to Collins, the offense knows 
this, is focused on doing whatever it takes to 
win games.

“Our goal is just to score more points than 
the other guys,” Collins said. “That’s all it 
really comes down to.”
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When Rice football takes the field this 
Saturday, it will mark the second latest start 
to a season in school history. This year’s 
team will beat the record by only two days, 
which was set back in 1912, when the Owls 
opened their season on Oct. 26.

The Owls, currently the only team in 
Conference USA that has yet to start their 
season, will face off at home against Middle 
Tennessee State University, who started 
their season 1-5. According to head coach 
Mike Bloomgren, the team is just happy to 
be on the field.

“It is exciting to finally get the season 
started,” Bloomgren said. “A lot of 
preparation has gone into this and it’s 
exciting to finally be here and get an 
opportunity to get on the field and play this 
weekend.”

With most of the defensive unit returning 
from last season, Rice will look to continue 
their strong defensive play from last season. 
With returning starters at numerous 
positions, the Owl defense will look to build 
on that experience. 

According to defensive coordinator Brian 
Smith, the returning starters are a major 
advantage for the defensive unit.

“[We have] lots of returning starters on 
defense and guys that have played before in 
quality game minutes,” Smith said.  

Led by senior Blaze Alldredge, Rice’s 
defensive front seven are ready to continue 
putting clamps on opposing offenses. 
Alldredge, Rice’s standout outside 
linebacker, is primed to, once again, lead 
not only the linebackers but also the Owls’ 
defense. Last season, Alldredge had 102 
tackles, the most of any Rice defender; 21.5 of 
those were tackles for a loss, which ranked 
No. 2 in the NCAA. In addition, Alldredge led 
the team in quarterback sacks. 

Over the offseason, the Rice team 
captain was placed on the award watchlist 
for the Bednarik Award, Nagurski Award 
and Butkus Award, which are all prestigious 
accolades awarded to the best college 
defenders in the NCAA. 

“Blaze works hard, and is kind of a 
leader for us in terms of work ethic,” Smith 
said. “He sets up the tone.” 

With Alldredge, and fellow linebacker, 
captain and senior Garrett Grammer 
leading the way, the Owls will look 
to continue their rough and 
tough defense after allowing 
25.9 points per game, ranking 
No. 49 out of 130 in the 
NCAA. That strong defense 
can be partly attributed 
to the linebackers who 
were the main engine in 
a rushing defense that 
allowed only 138.7 
rushing yards 
to opposing 
r u n n i n g 
b a c k s , 
ranking them 
as the fifth-best 
rushing defense 
in the C-USA. 
Additionally, 
Rice’s defense 
ranked as 
the fourth-
best C-USA 
defense in 
rushing first 
downs, as 
they allowed 
o p p o s i n g 
running backs, 
on average, to 
get only seven first 
downs per game.

The Owls’ defensive 

line only lost two players, Anthony Ekpe, 
who transferred to Ball State University, 
and Myles Adams, who graduated, since the 
conclusion of last season. Smith mentioned 
redshirt senior Elijah Garcia and redshirt 
junior Kenneth Orji as players who improved 
greatly over the offseason.

“Elijah Garcia [is a] returning starter, 
[and we are] looking for outstanding things 
this year and looking for him to take a big 
jump this year,” Smith said. “Kenneth 

Orji, another player who started for 
us last year, and he may be the most 
improved guy on our defense.. [We 
are] looking for big things from him 
at the defensive end position.”

With the abundance of new 
players, along with the growth of 
the upperclassmen defenders 
over the offseason, Bloomgren 

expressed confidence 
that this group is 

better prepared 
than any other 
incoming class.

“Because of 
the Zoom time, 
because they were 
able to master the 
classroom, [the 
new players] have 
been able to get 
to the grass and 
hit in running, 
probably better 
than any group 
of newcomers 
we’ve ever had,” 
Bloomgren said. 

D e s p i t e 
going only 3-9 
last season, 
Rice’s defense 
stepped up 
against their 

opponents as they were able to control 
opposing, high-flying offenses pretty 
well. Last season, the Owls’ defensive unit 
had very strong performances against the 
University of North Texas, who finished 
third in C-USA for total offense, and 
Baylor University, the runner-up in the 
Big 12 conference.

As the Owls prepare for Middle 
Tennessee, Bloomgren mentioned that the 
Blue Raiders record does not tell the full 
story of their season thus far.

“Obviously they’re not where they 
expected to be with their record,” 
Bloomgren said. “But aside from their 
first two ballgames, they’ve had a chance 
to win every game going into the fourth 
quarter. All their pieces are there, and I 
think they will be a challenge for us this 
weekend.”

An obvious impacting factor is the fact 
that the Owls have played zero games this 
season, while the Blue Raiders have played 
six. According to Bloomgren, having game 
experience is crucial to development over 
the course of a season.

“The biggest gains you get in a year are 
from game one to game two, and all the 
experience from playing those games,” 
Bloomgren said. 

On the flip side, games can cause injuries, 
while the Owls’ roster remains healthy. 

“The advantage for us is that we’ve 
had so much time to (prepare), and 
we’re pretty healthy,” Bloomgren said. 
“They also don’t know a lot about our 
new personnel.”

In the end, Bloomgren said, there’s 
no way to know which team’s situation is 
more favorable.

“I don’t know which side of it is an 
advantage,” Bloomgren said. “There’s 
pluses and minuses to both, we’re going 
to kick off at 2:35 on Saturday and see 
how it comes out.”

Experienced linebackers to lead defense

Owls’ revamped offense looks to bounce back
PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS
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ACADEMIC COACH/SITTER Seeking student 
to support 15 year old doing online school. 
9.30-3.00pm Monday to Friday (have some 
flexibility with hours) Guidance with note 
taking/study, maintaining focus with on-
line school schedule and performance of 
tasks. If you can provide some tutor support 
in STEM subjects that would be a bonus. 
Email odecaro@aol.com

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Lindsay Josephs
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire, written this week by Edward Wong and Ndidi Nwosu, edited by Simonasal Matovic and designed by Simona Mailman.  For comments or questions, email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

Report by Rice student specu-
lates the top three reasons that 
mail-in ballots are delayed

It’s election season! In one of the most monumental pres-
idential elections in this country’s history, lots of Rice 
students are opting to vote by mail. But if you find yourself 

among the unlucky few who still don’t have a mail-in ballot 
with a mere two weeks left until election day, worry not! A 
Rice student volunteering with local election officials (who is 
definitely qualified and passionate about civic duty and not 
at all doing this for a law school application resume boost) 
has put together a report detailing completely plausible rea-
sons that your ballot has yet to arrive.

1. Rice’s Certified Carrier Owls Have Misplaced It
Rice has recently implemented a “Carrier Owl” mail system 
to transport packages and letters in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Unfortunately, this system is just absolutely aw-
ful. Like, embarrassingly bad. The owls frequently drop their 
packages or just don’t deliver them altogether. If your ballot 
still isn’t here, you can leave out some food to attract the 
Rice Carrier Owls as a last-ditch effort, like lizards, mice, the 
hopes and dreams of the freshmen, or even some frogs.

2. The Mailman is Lost on Campus
Let’s be honest, this campus is confusing. It’s like a giant 
circle, but ... not. It’s not unlikely that the mailman with your 
ballot is still wandering the campus right now, probably driv-
en insane by somehow always ending up back at Lovett Hall. 
If you see a dazed-looking man in your quad, give him some 
water or something.

3. The Rice Young Democrats Are All Committing Voter 
Fraud, according to Rice Republicans
A group of Rice students (whose ballots have also not ar-
rived) has reasonably theorized that all of the Rice Democrats 
are collectively stealing the ballots of every Rice student and 
voting in their place. When asked to elaborate on 

the theory at a recent on-campus, socially distanced rally on 
the issue, one particularly vocal attendee just kept repeat-
edly muttering, “Voter fraud, it’s voter fraud.” Upon further 
questioning, he turned out to be a mailman who had been 
wandering campus for days.

In light of new coronavirus 
testing procedures, students 
demand deeper and harder 
penetration

Over the past week, the coronavirus testing center at 
Reckling Roost has made a number of changes to 
its procedure. Namely, it has adopted a single nasal 

swabbing policy as well as promising to make the procedure 
less uncomfortable by limiting it to the outer areas of the 
nose. However, this new change has been met with a mixed 
reception. Chiefly, students around campus have been pro-
testing this change. When asked the reason for this action, 
the students expressed an overwhelming desire to continue 
to receive maximum penetration and are quoted saying “the 
more inches in me, the better.” Certain students have taken 
the protest a step further, demanding the resumption of the 
dual nasal swabbing as “the double penetration is the high-
light of [their] visits.” In order to satiate the desire to have 
their brains tickled, students have reportedly been inserting 
pens and plastic utensils into their nasal cavities. Those 
interested in doing the same should also visit the Thresher 
Backpage website for a convenient guide to self-lobotomiza-
tion. It just might make 2020 seem a little more sane. 

News stories cut from the front page

(touching that
 little dangly thing
 that swings at the
 back of the throat)
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