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Dancers across Rice campus are facing 
an unfamiliar set of obstacles as they shift 
online for the fall semester. COVID-19 
restrictions may have brought regular 
rehearsals and performances to a halt, 
but Rice’s student dance organizations 
refuse to let these challenges deter them 
from doing what they love. 

In order to accommodate off-
campus students, many teams have 
followed campus norms and switched 
to a remote format for the fall semester. 
However, rehearsing on Zoom has posed 
challenges — dancers are encountering 
a slew of technical difficulties. 

“With any video call, I think there’s 
always an inherent lag,” Najah Hussain, 
co-captain of Rice Bhangra, said. “It’s 
very important that you are able to see if 
your dancers are on time and on beat. But since everyone’s Wi-Fi is 
different, it’s hard to tell if people are in sync.”

Dancing on Zoom also contradicts the very essence of being on 
a dance team. Hussain said that rehearsing group dances builds 
a high level of coordination among members, and the lack of 
physical interaction on Zoom eliminates this integral experience.

“A big aspect of any Bhangra performance is the formations 
that the dancers physically make on stage,” Hussain said. “What 
we’re currently planning on doing for performances in a virtual 
format is to have each member record themselves performing 
the choreography, and then we would edit the videos together.
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The sit-ins to remove William 
Marsh Rice’s statue from the Founder’s 
Memorial expanded to include 
projections of messages onto Lovett 
Hall on Oct. 5, which prompted Rice 
University Police Department to respond 
and shut down the display. The sit-ins 
have continued for over 40 days, with 
14 people attending Monday’s sit-in and 
two additional students on Zoom. 

President David Leebron said the 
administration has acknowledged 
William Marsh Rice’s ownership of 
at least 15 enslaved people in many 

contexts, and it is being publicly 
acknowledged and discussed in the work 
of the task force on slavery, segregation 
and racial injustice. Leebron said the 
administration is open to hearing other 
ways for Rice to recognize this history 
before the task force finishes its work.  

“We appreciate it when students 
voice their opinions,” Leebron said. 
“The students protesting at the statue 
are welcome to do so, as long as they 
comply with Rice policies, do not 
deface the statue and abide by our 
pandemic rules.”

Leebron said part of the mission 
of the task force includes a broad 
examination of the university’s physical 

environment, including its architecture 
and landmarks. Leebron said he expects 
a conversation with the Rice community 
to take place in the spring.

“A number of people have suggested 
different ideas not only about the 
statue but also how Rice should fully 
recognize its history,” Leebron said. 
“We want to have a discussion of those 
subjects within our broader community 
after the task force has completed its 
research, and we will look at all views 
and alternatives ... What we’ve already 
heard tells us that no segment of our 
community has a uniform view of how 
issues relating to the statue should be 
addressed.”

PRAYAG GORDY
FOR THE THRESHER 

Half-black, half-clear plastic clamshells, 
often with bits of food and utensils stuffed 
inside, pile up every day in trash cans 
across campus — clamshell and clamshell 
and clamshell, one per student per meal, 
seven days a week, 14 weeks a semester.

Each on-campus Rice student fills 
a 30-gallon trash can every week with 
only their clamshells, according to an 
estimate that EcoRep and Hanszen College 
senior Christine Zhao reached using 
measurements from the manufacturer of 
the clamshells and the number of trash 
cans. But Housing and Dining Senior 
Business Officer David McDonald said there 
was no other option — especially since 
about 250 students remained on campus 
once the majority of Rice students left.

“One of the first things we did back in 
March, knowing that we had these 250 
students to feed, was [locking] down that 
supply chain,” McDonald said. “We’ve 
done a lot of great environmental things 
here at the university … but at the time, it 
was really more about, we have got to lock 
this down and have the right supply.”

The supply chain, which refers to 
the path that products take from the 
manufacturer through the distributor to 
Rice, is now steady enough that H&D and 
the Rice EcoReps will likely switch to more 
environmentally-friendly servingware next 
semester, according to McDonald.

During the pandemic, at Rice and 
beyond, scientists, policymakers and 
community leaders were forced to rapidly 
reimagine living and working conditions. 
Some of these changes, such as jumps 
back to single-use plastic and increased 
air ventilation, are damaging to the 
environment and hit the pause button on 
Rice’s push toward reusables. But the quick 
shift to a more sedentary lifestyle — with 
30 million Americans newly unemployed, 
much of the non-essential workforce 
working from home and countless school 
buildings closed — improved air quality 
and prompted an unprecedented decline in 
greenhouse gas emissions, though perhaps 
only temporarily.

A quick switch to plastic
Though most Rice students were sent 

home in March, about 250 remained on 
campus. The university needed to feed 
them, but they also had to adapt to rapidly-
changing guidelines from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, which 
meant no contact and no buffet, but lots 
of sanitation.

“To meet the CDC guidelines for food 
service in a large-scale environment, we 
had to do what we could very quickly,” 
McDonald said.

In this case, that meant entering 
into a contract for single-use plastic 
clamshells that McDonald believes will 
last through December.

Zhao was one of those 250 students who 
remained on campus and saw the rollout 
of the disposable clamshells, which she 
said troubled her. Once Zhao returned to 
campus this fall, she said she learned that 
other students felt similarly.

SEE PLASTIC WASTE PAGE 5

As Rice prioritizes 
COVID-19 safety, the 
environment takes a hit
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Student dancers leap into new challenges but keep momentum 

“Down With Willy” sit-ins expand to broader movement with 
Lovett Hall and residential college projections

Protesters hold their daily sit-in, spread out around the statue of William Marsh Rice to protest the statue’s presence in the Academic Quad. Other 
students have begun to protest in various different ways, including projecting messages onto buildings such as Lovett Hall.
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Faculty confront Honor Code violations in online classrooms
HASHAM DHAKWALA
FOR THE THRESHER

With classes being taught online or 
in a dual-delivery mode, professors have 
expressed concerns about increased cheating. 
General Chemistry Professor Kristi Kincaid 
said there have already been some issues 
with students cheating in General Chemistry, 
an introductory course with 343 students 
currently enrolled. 

According to Kincaid, it has been more 
challenging this year to prevent such 
occurrences.

“There is a physical challenge, right, 
because the tests are being delivered online,” 
Kincaid said. “We don’t have students in a 
room where we can restrict what they have 
access to. With people alone in a room, they 
have access to the internet if they want to, 
and there is nothing we can do to prevent 
that, basically.”

Kincaid said the Academic Restart 
Committee suggested professors offer open-
note tests to limit the possibility of students 
violating the Rice Honor Code.

The Honor Council, which governs 
violations of the Rice Honor Code, has not 
changed any of their processes or procedures 
besides conducting meetings through Zoom, 
according to Sam Holloway, the chair of the 
Honor Council. 

“Accused students have all the same 
rights that they always have,” Holloway, a 
Brown College senior, said. “Our governing 
documents and overall procedures have not 
changed, our standards of review have not 
changed and the fairness of our proceedings 
has not changed.” 

Holloway said with limited data, it cannot 
be specifically said if cheating has increased 
this semester. 

“In the Fall 2020 semester to date, we have 
received one report of a possible Honor Code 
violation,” Holloway said. “It is important 
to note, though, that accusations do not 
usually come in at an even rate throughout 
the semester; we tend to receive many more 
accusations toward the end of the semester, 
so this low number of cases is not necessarily 
unusual at this point in the semester.”

According to Kincaid, it is possible that 
cheating might be more prevalent with the 
incoming class as they have not had the 
opportunity to fully understand and buy 
into the Rice community and honor code. 

Kincaid said it is difficult for students to 
get accustomed to classes being taught 
completely online and that could lead 
to underestimating the consequences of 
certain actions.

“Coming in this year, with everything 
remote, I am not sure if [new students] are 
getting the same feeling of being part of 
the Rice culture and the Rice Honor Code,” 
Kincaid said. “It seems a little more fake 
when it is online where this isn’t your real 
college experience.”

According to Kincaid, professors have 
attempted to clarify what the honor code is in 
the hopes that students will understand and 
take it more seriously. Kincaid said she had 
to speak to the students in General Chemistry 
upon hearing about students using GroupMe 
to exchange answers for an exam.

This GroupMe chat has a majority of the 
students enrolled and the teaching assistants 
for the class. 

”Clearly, the attitudes expressed by the 
students in sharing their answers showed the 
lack of understanding of the Honor Code,” 
Kincaid said. “So it is not one small specific 
incident or a few small fires, but it is this big 
smoke that we can see everywhere. There 
were instances where some students would 
say ‘you are not allowed to do that according 
to the Honor Code’ and others would respond 
by saying ‘as long as no one snitches, we will 
be fine.’”

Sachi Kishinchandani, a student in the 
class, said she would occasionally skim 
through the chat as an inactive member. 

“I knew what was happening in the chat 
wasn’t really right, but as a first-semester 
freshman student, I wasn’t sure about the 
extent of the Honor Code. I knew it applied 
to tests and quizzes, but I thought we 
were allowed to talk to each other about 
homework,” Kishinchandani, a freshman 
from Baker College, said. 

Kincaid said she did not report any cases 
to the Honor Council as of yet. However, she 
has made changes to the way exams work 
by decreasing the window of time to take 
the assessment in hopes of preventing some 
students from finishing early and sharing 
answers to questions. 

After Kincaid spoke to her students about 
the honor code, the effects were immediate, 
according to Kishinchandani. 

“Dr. Kincaid and Dr. [Lesa] Tran really let 
us know what they expected from us, but I 

think everyone got so scared about violating 
the Honor Code and a ton of people left the 
group chat that day,” Kishinchandani said.

Other courses, such as Immunology, have 
made it so that students must have their 
cameras turned on in Zoom while taking the 
exam according to Oliver Zhou, a senior at 
Martel College. 

Zhou said he does not think there is much 
of a difference in his upper-level courses 
in terms of increased cheating. He said he 
believes most upperclassmen at Rice follow 
the Honor Code and has not heard of reports 
of cheating. However, he said that some 
professors have adjusted the way exams 
work, such as his immunology class.

“Definitely, I have had more open-note 
tests … I think all of my classes have open-
note tests this semester,” Zhou said. “In my 
immuno class, we do keep our cameras on 
while we are taking the test so that they can 
see that no one is with us while we are taking 

it because they are open-note, but you can’t 
have people helping you.” 

According to Holloway, there had been 
increased reports of cheating to the council 
when classes moved online abruptly 
midway during the Spring 2020 semester, 
where the Honor Council received the most 
cases that it has ever received in one single 
semester since its inception. 

With online classes, cheating can be 
both collaborative and individualistic in 
nature. Both types were reported to the 
Honor Council during the Spring 2020 
semester, according to Holloway.

“I would personally estimate that 
the proportion of each type has been 
roughly the same since our transition to 
remote learning, with perhaps slightly 
more ‘individualistic offenses’ due to 
collaboration being more challenging 
between students who are not physically 
together,” Holloway said.

Fall 2020 deadline to drop a class extended to week 10
BONNIE ZHAO
THRESHER STAFF

The Office of the Registrar announced on 
Oct. 8 that the drop deadline for the fall 2020 
semester is extended from week 7 to week 10 
for all fall undergraduate matriculants.

According to Christopher Johns-Krull, 
speaker of the Faculty Senate and the chair 
of the Academic Restart Committee, student 
voices were the reason behind this decision.

“We are starting to see more 
indications of student stress,” Johns-
Krull wrote in an email. “We hope that 
by delaying the decision date, students 
will have more returned, graded work 
and so will have a better idea of how they 
are doing in the courses they might be 
considering dropping.”

David Tenney, the university registrar, 
said that he wholeheartedly supports the 
proposed change of the drop deadline.

“I was given the green light by Dr. 
Johns-Krull to make the change very soon 
after the [Academic Restart Committee]’s 
meeting on Thursday late morning, after 
which we immediately sent out an email to 
the Rice student community,” Tenney (Sid 
Richardson College ’87) said. “The dean of 
undergraduates and the faculty speaker 
have had conversations and interactions 

with students. They really want to hear how 
students are doing, and the mid-semester 
survey is a big part of that.”

According to Johns-Krull, it was 
important that the change was announced 
no later than the end of last week, as it was 
the week the drop deadline was originally 
planned on.

Tenney said that some students who 
dropped a course early in week seven 
might not have done so if they knew that 
the extension was going to take place. 

“For that reason, it was arranged 
that our office was given the authority 

to put the student back in the course if 
asked to do so by the student,” Tenney 
said. “We identified the 135 drops that 
had taken place that week before the 
announcement, and emailed each 
student to give them that opportunity.”

Esther Yang, a Chinese international 
student, said she thinks the extension for 
the drop deadline won’t matter much to 
remote students, especially those who are 
taking classes internationally.

“I had come to the conclusion that taking 
six Zoom classes in China was not going 
to work and had balanced my workload 

accordingly pretty early into the semester,” 
Yang, a Duncan College sophomore, said. 
“However, I am grateful that the university 
has taken the action to adjust deadlines.”

Marina Karki, a sophomore from Baker 
College, said that she wished the extension 
was offered earlier, but it’s still helpful to 
some extent.

“I definitely feel like the pressure of 
classes is getting really strong right now 
and things are getting more difficult,” Karki 
said. “So the ability to drop a class can 
sometimes just mentally relieve some stress 
even if you don’t actually drop it.”

Karki said that in addition to the drop 
deadline, she thinks the deadline to remove 
a pass/fail should also be pushed back 
this year to give students adequate time to 
evaluate their performance in classes.

According to Johns-Krull, any 
additional changes to this semester’s 
calendar will likely be made by the 
Faculty Senate. Currently, the spring 
semester is an active area of discussion 
both in the Academic Restart Committee 
and in the administration.

Tenney said that he believes the spring 
2021 semester will look a little different 
than what was originally planned, but he 
doesn’t anticipate that there will be any 
changes in the drop deadline next spring.

ILLUSTRATION BY YIFEI ZHANG
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Shifa Abdul Rahman, the original 
organizer of the sit-ins, said he thinks 
the question about views concerning the 
statue is not about uniformity, but rather 
about what properly shows Rice to be an 
anti-racist and a pro-Black institution. 

“There’s no way keeping a statue 
of its racist slave-owning founder in 
the Academic Quad shows that [Rice is 
an anti-racist institution],” Rahman, 
a Lovett College junior, said. “White 
supremacy was the uniform opinion 
of Rice University for over 50 years 
[before the first Black student at Rice 
matriculated in 1965.]”

According to a Lovett senior who has 
taken a lead role with the projections, 
Indivisible Houston sent two individuals 
who provided the equipment necessary 
for the projection onto Lovett Hall on 
Oct. 5.

Editor’s Note: The Thresher granted 
anonymity to the student helping organize 
the projections to protect them from 
backlash and potential disciplinary 
consequences. 

“We had been trying projections on 
the Sallyport but we have a really small 
projector,” the student said. “[Indivisible 
Houston] brought a projector that was four 
times as huge, like the size of a table.”

Indivisible Houston is a local 
nonprofit organization that advocates for 
an inclusive coalition in Houston through 
education, engagement and resistance, 
according to the organization.

“We heard about the action on campus 
because we’ve been in contact with Rice 
for Black Lives since earlier this year,” 
the organization wrote in an email to 
the Thresher. “They reached out to 
coordinate and we were glad to help. We 
stand in solidarity with Rahman and the 
rest of the Rice community that chooses 
to uproot the racist icons of our past.”  

Last week, projections of Rice’s racist 
founding were also displayed from 

the sixth floor of Lovett College onto 
the Lovett quad. The student helping 
organize the projections said that the 
organizers told students to peek outside 
their dorm window and see what was 
going on.

“Part of the projections is about 
turning the volume up on the protest, 
and it’s super hard to get visibility,” the 
student said. “Even when we sit-in at 
the statue every day, not a lot of people 
necessarily walk by, but everybody’s in 
their dorm rooms right now so projecting 
at the residential colleges is a really good 
way for us to gain visibility.”

The student said they believe using 
projections increases campuswide 
engagement and discussion, as well as 
provokes additional questions.

“As an art piece, projecting onto 
buildings can also lead to some interesting 
questions,” the student said. “Is Rice, the 
institution, not the person ... racist or 
upholding racist values? How does the 
racist foundation the University was built 
upon have lasting impacts today?”

The student said that the goal is to project 
at every residential college and that the 
organizers reached out to the student leaders 
and magisters for permission to project at 
Lovett College and for an upcoming projection 
at Will Rice College, which was granted.

“We have one planned for Will Rice this 
upcoming week,” the student said. “And in 
discussion, Leebron’s house has also kind 
of come up but it’s a really fine line to walk, 
since it’s private property of someone’s 
personal house. Indivisible Houston has 
tried to help us with the legality of things 
since they do projections in downtown 
Houston all the time and have a lot more 
encounters with police, but there’s just not 
any clear precedent on whether [all this] is 
legal or not.”

FROM PAGE 1

Willy’s Protest

Former Rice professor awarded Nobel Prize in Physics
SAVANNAH KUCHAR
NEWS EDITOR

Mathematician Roger Penrose recently 
became one of three recipients for the 
Nobel Prize in Physics, for his work on the 
subject of black holes. Though Penrose 
is currently a professor emeritus of 
mathematics at the University of Oxford, 
he was also a professor of mathematics at 
Rice from 1983 to 1987.

Penrose was given the award for his 
work in 1965 that “showed that black 
holes are a direct consequence of the 
general theory of relativity,” according to 
the Nobel Prize website. Claude LeBrun 
(Hanszen College ’77), one of Penrose’s 
former doctoral students at Oxford, said 
he was thrilled to learn last Tuesday 
about this most recent recognition of his 
thesis advisor’s work. 

“Roger is now in his late 80s, but he 
remains mentally sharp and scientifically 
active,” LeBrun said. “He always had 

a different sort of vision — a vivid 
geometrical imagination underpinning 
most of his mathematical ideas — that 
has not faded one whit.”

Raymond Wells, a professor emeritus of 
mathematics at Rice for 35 years, knew Penrose 
before they were both faculty members at 
Rice, and continued to work closely with him 
as Penrose divided his time between Houston 
and his other role at Oxford.

“It was a privilege and a pleasure to 
work with him,” Wells said. “He flew 
to Houston regularly and would sleep 
on our sofa until we found a temporary 
apartment for him. He was very inspiring 
to me personally.”

According to Wells, Penrose has been 
an influential figure for both this award-
winning work as an expert on relativity 
theory, as well as in many other areas of 
his research.

“Penrose’s work has had worldwide 
significance during his whole career,” 
Wells said. “While he was at Rice he began 
his research in the area of consciousness 
and the nature of the human brain. His 
first book on this subject, ‘The Emperor’s 
New Mind,’ was mostly typed at Rice.”

Penrose’s theoretical work helped 
bring these ideas about black holes 
from relativity theory closer to what 
researchers would expect to find in 
reality, according to Mustafa Amin, 
assistant professor in the department of 
physics and astronomy.

“What Penrose’s work in his paper in 
1965 did was, it showed that this idea of 
formation of a singularity did not really 
rely on [the collapsing matter] being a 
perfectly uniform ball,” Amin said. “And 
this was important because this would be 
much more closer to realistic situations 

that we would find in astrophysics.”
Amin said he credited Penrose’s 

groundbreaking work on the different 
perspective with which he could approach 
the topic.

“He was trained as a former 
mathematician, and he was thinking 
in terms of new and interesting 
mathematical tools called topology,” 
Amin said. “So instead of thinking of the 
problem in the way people have been 
thinking before, he thought in terms of 
what are called trapped surfaces.”

The Nobel was awarded to Penrose for 
his work initially published over 50 years 
ago, though according to LeBrun, Penrose 
had to first overcome opposition from 
many leading astrophysicists at that time.

“I believe that the long delay in 
awarding the prize is simply due to 
the very reasonable Nobel tradition of 
only recognizing theoretical work when 
it is backed up by experiment and/
or observation,” LeBrun said. “In this 
case, the other half of the award went 
to the astronomers Reinhard Genzel and 
Andrea Ghez, who had slowly compiled 
overwhelming evidence for the existence 
of a supermassive black hole in the center 
of the Milky Way.”

LeBrun, now a professor in 
mathematics at Stony Brook University, 
was invited to Oxford to become Penrose’s 
student in 1977, after graduating from Rice 
with a master’s degree in mathematics 
that year.

“Roger has been incredibly supportive 
of my entire mathematical career,” 
LeBrun said. “I wrote my doctoral 
thesis at Oxford in 1980, working on an 
interface between differential geometry 
and complex analysis called twistor 

geometry, building on ideas Roger had 
first pioneered in an attempt to better 
understand gravitational radiation.”

Edison Liang, a professor of 
astrophysics at Rice, said he met Penrose 
as a graduate student, before then 
spending the summer of 1974 at Oxford, by 
invitation of Penrose and Dennis Sciama, 
doctoral advisor to Steven Hawking.

“[Penrose] impressed me as one of 
the most creative and deepest thinkers. 
While his ideas are often difficult to 
follow, one can still appreciate the 
depth and significance of his thoughts,” 
Liang said. “Penrose speaks softly 
and has a somewhat quiet, low-key, 
reserved personality. But he was always 
receptive and approachable, especially 
to young scientists.”

Liang said the Nobel Prize was long 
overdue for Penrose.

“But of course, Penrose had already 
received so many other honors, this may 
be just icing on the cake,” Liang said. 
“Hopefully, the Nobel will excite a whole 
new generation of young scientists to 
pursue this field.”

Wells said he was very pleased 
and also not surprised to learn about 
Penrose’s Nobel Prize.

“When he gave lectures on the major 
chapters of his book on consciousness, 
it seemed like all of Rice came to the 
lectures, the president, provost, deans, 
as well as many faculty and students. 
We all felt we were in the presence of 
something very special,” Wells said.

Penrose is also known for being 
the eponym of the geometric concept 
“Penrose tiling,” an example of which 
can be found on the north-facing exterior 
of Brockman Hall for Physics.

Willy’s Pub raises more than $39,000 in reopening fundraiser
RYND MORGAN
THRESHER STAFF

Willy’s Pub raised over $39,000 by 
Sept. 28 to go towards reopening the 
business, almost doubling their initial 
goal of $20,000, according to General 
Manager Emily Duffus.

Duffus, a McMurtry College senior, 
said that Willy’s Pub faced financial 
challenges starting after it closed for most 
of the fall 2017 semester due to damages 
from Hurricane Harvey. In the spring 2020 
semester, Pub was open for three weeks 
before it closed again. 

Duffus said that Pub initially planned 
to petition Dean of Undergraduates Bridget 
Gorman to reopen after they were asked 
to close for the semester since the initial 
closure was not related to the pandemic. 
However, Pub was not able to complete the 
petition process before all of campus closed.

Before reopening in January 2020, 
Pub had repurchased equipment that 

had broken over winter break and new 
inventory, and wasn’t able to recover the 
losses because they closed so early in the 
semester, according to Duffus.

Pub also pays $850 per month in 
rent for their space in the Rice Memorial 
Center, and initially expected to have to 
pay rent during the months that Pub was 
closed, according to Duffus. Duffus said 
that Frank Rodriguez, the board president 
for V&W Permits which oversees Pub’s 
permit, was able to petition Rice to have 
some months forgiven.

“I think [Rodriguez] had to petition 
each month,” Duffus said. “So we’re not 
sure exactly how many months we’ll get it 
forgiven.”

Duffus said that Pub sought the $20,000 
to get new COVID-19 protective gear and 
disinfectant materials for when they reopen, 
as well as to pay their employees, who weren’t 
offered the same financial resources that were 
offered to official student-run businesses 
when campus closed for the pandemic.

“Up until now they haven’t received 
payment from us,” Duffus said. “We’re a 
bit more of an independent [student-run 
business]. So we weren’t able to get even 
some of that money from Rice. So we have 
been struggling a little bit.”

Duffus said that Pub had been planning 
the fundraising effort for the entire summer.

“We knew that it wasn’t a good idea for us 
to launch the fundraiser and ask people for 
money until people had started recovering 
a little bit from the initial wave of COVID,” 
Duffus said. “But we also wanted to fundraise 
in anticipation of reopening.”

Pub offered donation gifts, including 
spots on a “Pub Saviors” plaque for 
donations of $500 or more, a booth named 
after the highest donor or group of donors, 
and currently offers named bar stools for gifts 
of $1500 or more. Previously, donors of $1,500 
or more were gifted a tap named after them, 
but by Sept. 25, all eight taps had been taken.

Hurst Williamson (Rice ’15) donated in 
September after Pub started to publicize 

the fundraiser.
“My wife and I agreed to go on our 

first date at Pub,” Williamson said in a 
comment on Pub’s Facebook page.

Another alumna, Katy Turner (Sid 
Richardson College ’10), said she donated 
and had many great memories at Pub.

“I’m saving for a house but honestly 
if y’all were about to say you’re done, I’d 
just give you my savings,” Turner said in a 
comment on Pub’s Facebook page.

Duffus said that the donation page will 
remain open indefinitely, and the donor 
gifts will be available until Dec. 31. Bar 
reopenings are currently at the discretion 
of counties in Texas, and Harris County 
judge Lina Hidalgo has declined to allow 
bars to reopen.

Duffus said that Pub has a reopening 
plan to present to Rice administration 
once bars are allowed to reopen.

“We love [Pub],” Duffus said. “We’re 
putting in all this work because we want it 
to be around for years.”

COURTESY CLAUDE LEBRUN

This story has been condensed 
for print. Read the full story at 
ricethresher.org.
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While Trump is endangering lives by 
cutting millions’ healthcare, Biden is 
striving to provide affordable, quality 
healthcare for all who need it.

ONLINE

This election, vote to 
protect the ACA

NAYELI SHAD
BROWN COLLEGE 
FRESHMAN

When the massive tents known as 
Provisional Campus Facilities were first 
constructed on Rice campus, the South 
college courtyard suddenly looked a bit 
alien. Those once foreboding white tents 
have since been transformed, however, into 
canvases for compelling visual art, and the 
once downtrodden courtyard surrounding 
them into a colorful playground, thanks 
to the Moody Center for the Arts’ “Creative 
Interventions” initiative. This project has 
combined creativity and innovation from 
students and professional artists alike 
to give us all an opportunity to celebrate 
everything that makes our Rice and Houston 
communities special as we collectively 
struggle with uncertainty. 

Many individuals in the Rice community 
have provided opportunities for togetherness 
through art — an opportunity hardly 
anyone can take for granted these days. 
Rice students who perform in any capacity 
have had a key component of their art — 
an audience — become a threat to public 
health. Yet, they have still been finding 
ways to bring their art to the community.  
Members of the improvisational comedy 
group Spontaneous Combustion have 
produced a podcast on the fly to continue 
spreading laughter across campus, and 
Shepherd School of Music students have 
brought their concerts outdoors. Rather than 
streaming their annual cultural showcase, 
the Rice Black Student Association released 
its first Soul Night film highlighting Black 
experiences during the 2000s. Although it 
would have been easy to put performances 
on pause, students have worked to make 
their art accessible and safe.

Visual artists have also continued to 
create and have evolved their art to fit the 
needs of the moment. Student-run Sleepy 
Cyborg Gallery kicked off the year with 
“Quaranzine,” a dual delivery showcase 
of zines. Earlier this year, ASTR* Magazine 
pivoted from physical to virtual with their 
website, and the Rice Women’s Resource 
Center has brought their zine, Engender, 
to a virtual format, ensuring that students’ 
thematic art and poetry submissions can still 
be enjoyed while the center remains closed. 

We also appreciate the faculty members 
who have taken time out of their busy days 
to thoughtfully and creatively make space 
for student art. When Baker College Magister 
Luis Duno-Gottberg noticed students’ need 
for artistic expression as a way to process 
their emotions, he answered the call with 
PANDEMIA, an outdoor art exhibit that 
provides windows into students’ quarantine 
experiences through photography.   

With all of this art so accessible, the onus 
now falls upon students to engage with it. 
Not only are we lucky to be surrounded by 
creativity, but in our relatively isolated world, 
art provides a rare opportunity for connection 
and imagination; we find solace in art. Yet, 
we underestimate the amount of work that 
goes into student art. Student artists have to 
navigate a complex set of relationships and 
space and material arrangements, most of 
the time with little to no payment. Student 
art thrives on audiences — us. 

EDITORIAL

Support student artists

As the election approaches, we are 
undoubtedly aware of the presidential 
ticket. However, there are 45 more races 
that are going to appear on our ballots — all 
of them crucial elected positions that form 
the basis of Harris County. Each time we 
vote, we shape not just our country but also 
our local municipalities. These candidates 
are the people who directly determine 
what life looks like for Rice University 
and the Houstonians surrounding us — in 
terms of criminal justice, our tax dollars 
and our environment. 

That is why it is of the utmost importance 
to create an informed voting plan for 
the down-ballot races beyond federal 
races. This upcoming election can impact 
Harris County’s criminal justice policies, 
education policies and local infrastructure 
— and especially our climate future. 

The railroad commissioner oversees 
the regulation of mining, oil and gas 
production. This is one of the most 
important climate-related races in Harris 
County. Of the four candidates, Chrysta 
Castañeda is the only candidate who 
explicitly mentions “climate change” in 
her campaign statements. Castañeda, 
the Democratic candidate, proposes a 
regulatory focus on flaring, a common oil 
and gas extraction method, and methane 
emissions to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions in Harris County. Her opponents 
either have provided limited information 
on their policies to protect the climate 
or explicitly highlighted protecting the 
vitality of the oil and gas industry rather 
than our environment. Given Houston’s 
prominence in the oil-and-gas production 
sector, we recommend that voters prioritize 
this race on their ballots and choose a 
candidate who recognizes the potential 
this position has to address greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Another high-profile race this year is 
for United States senator. The incumbent 
is Republican John Cornyn, who has 
accepted more donations from oil and gas 
than any other sitting senator. Cornyn has 
denied the impact of climate change on 
rising temperatures, opposes a carbon tax, 
and received a dismal score of 6.25/100 from 
the Climate Political Action Committee. 
Democrat MJ Hegar is challenging Cornyn 
for the seat and has pledged to avoid large 
donations from the fossil fuel industry. 
Hegar has outlined climate change as one 
of her top motivators for her campaign and 
has received a perfect score of 100 from the 
Climate PAC. 

The election for U.S. House 
Representative in District 2 also merits 
attention. The incumbent, Dan Crenshaw, 
has received a score of 0/100 from the 
Climate PAC and in 2020 he accepted 
the fourth largest amount of money of 
all U.S. House representatives from the 
oil and gas industry at about $279,326. 
Crenshaw has also disagreed with the 
scientific consensus on climate change, 
opposed the Climate Action Now Act 
and is against a carbon tax. Crenshaw’s 
opponent, Sima Ladjevardian, has 
received a score of 71.25/100 from the 
Climate PAC. Ladjevardian has shown 
an understanding of climate change 
and a willingness to tackle the issue. 
She supports flood recovery and 
resilience initiatives as well as efforts to 
accelerate the growth of a robust energy 
marketplace which includes renewable 
energy.

Another important position for 
environmental justice is the county 
attorney. The Harris County Attorney’s 
Office represents the county, its 
departments, elected and appointed 
officials and employees in all civil 

matters that involve business. This 
year the race is between Republican 
John Nation and Democrat Christian 
Menefee. Nation makes no mention of 
environmental justice in his campaign. 
Menefee, however, acknowledges the 
impact and importance of environmental 
justice in an oil and gas city like Houston 
and aims to protect our community from 
environmental hazards.

Houston has set a precedent by 
creating a climate action plan. If the 
county and state are to follow through 
with plans of their own, we need 
climate champions in positions of 
power. Ignoring down-ballot candidates 
or electing candidates who are not 
environmentally progressive could easily 
delay comprehensive climate action for 
years and waste valuable time that our 
city does not have. The races above are 
just four of many important races. Other 
races to pay attention to are the state 
House and state Senate for District 13, 
chief justice, county judges and county 
school trustee elections.

If you’re voting in a different county 
or state, you can look up sample ballots 
for your county and use sources like 
Ballotpedia to see candidates’ platforms 
and donations. You can check out 
their campaign website for a list of 
endorsements, which are often telling of 
policy priorities. Looking at Sierra Club 
ratings and Climate PAC rankings will 
indicate whether your candidate supports 
environmental policies. While this 
process can seem tedious, remember that 
investing 20 minutes of research is worth 
the impact of electing a candidate that 
cares about your community’s priorities. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to shape the 
future of your city, your county, your state 
and your country.

OPINION

This election, down-ballot races 
determine the future of our climate
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[and it] looks like the supply chain is intact … 
I think we [will] make the switch.”

McDonald lauded what he called a 
“symbiotic” relationship between the 
EcoReps and H&D.

“Some of the EcoReps are just doing 
a really great job,” he said. “We’ve all 
worked very closely together, and we’ve all 
implemented their ideas, they’ve helped us 
implement our ideas.”

It remains unclear, though, whether 
this new container would have a positive 
environmental impact. Zhao said that the 
containers she found are made from fully 
renewable sources and that the container 
should decompose faster than plastic. 
However, Rachel Meidl, a fellow in energy and 
environment at the Baker Institute, said that 
the polylactic acid lining in these containers 
may be worse for the environment than 
regular plastics, as one must account for the 
water and fertilizer required to grow the corn 
that produces the polylactic acid, in addition 
to other impacts from its lifecycle.

“When you look at all of the impacts — the 
social impacts, the environmental impacts, 
the economic impacts from a lifecycle 
perspective, the way that the system now is 
— [polylactic acid] has greater environmental 
impacts from a lifecycle perspective than 
the plastics themselves or other types of 
materials,” Meidl said. “It’s hard to say what 
is the more and the most sustainable choice; 
it’s really an integrated approach, and it’s 
something that can’t be done in isolation 
[because] you really have to look at all those 
different variables.”

Zhao isn’t the only member of the Rice 
community who set out to find alternatives to 
plastic. Among the population that remained 
on campus through the spring semester were 
Baker College’s Residental Associates Matt 

“I would stay up late at night thinking 
about this and just be so bothered by the huge 
amounts of trash that would be generated 
from the servery,” Zhao said. “One poignant 
memory I have was at the first EcoRep 
meeting, every single person went around 
and they said that the number one complaint 
that students had was the servery plastic use.”

Aurora Kesler, co-head of the EcoRep 
program, said students have brought similar 
complaints to her. Students in the EcoRep 
program act as environmental representatives 
at their colleges and work with Rice’s Office 
of Sustainability to design and implement 
sustainability initiatives.

“We’ve heard as EcoReps from pretty 
much every college, and from our own staff, 
a lot of concern about the plastic that’s being 
used on campus this year,” Kesler, a Brown 
College senior, said.

In non-pandemic times, Rice’s serveries 
distribute plates, utensils and cups that they 
then wash and reuse. Takeout containers 
are usually palm-pressed plates, which 
are compostable unlike most plastics. 
Additionally, to further move away from 
single-use plastics, EcoReps were running a 
greenware program through which students 
could check out plates, bowls, utensils and 
cups, according to EcoRep and Will Rice 
College senior Kelsey Evans. H&D would 
wash all the servingware used through the 
program, she said.

Alternative servingware
As an EcoRep, Zhao took it upon herself to 

find something besides the plastic clamshells 
for Rice to use during the pandemic, hoping 
that serveries could transition before a larger 
population moved in for the fall, but once she 
met with McDonald, she learned that H&D 
had to honor their contract through the first 
semester. Over the summer, Zhao said she 
launched into research to find an alternative 
for Rice to eventually adopt.

“The amount of waste that our university 
would be generating over the course of a 
year would be massive once everyone [came] 
back,” Zhao said. “I personally took on 
over 15 hours of research and testing and 
communicating with manufacturers over 
the summer.”

In her research, Zhao focused on four key 
criteria that H&D told her their servingware 
needed to meet: any servingware needed 
to be able to withhold high temperatures, 
withstand lots of oil, be microwaved and have 
a stable supply chain. Ultimately, she landed 
on a container made from bagasse sugarcane, 
a natural, renewable resource, and lined with 
polylactic acid, a renewable bioplastic often 
used in 3D printing. Zhao said she tested the 
lined container with hot food, oil and in the 
microwave, and it worked.

“A lot of the bagasse containers [without 
polylactic acid] decompose really fast, 
but they also get really soggy fast,” Zhao 
explained. “But if it’s lined with [polylactic 
acid] … then it’s much more water-resistant 
and oil-resistant.”

After many emails and conversations with 
H&D, Zhao managed to get the sugarcane-
based container approved. McDonald said he 
is optimistic about the container Zhao found, 
which his team has recently finished testing.

“We just got done testing it last week, and 
we think it will meet our needs,” McDonald 
said. “Now that we’ve sort of settled down 

ILLUSTRATION BY KATHERINE CHUI

Patterson and Bobby Beaird. Like Zhao, they 
said they felt unhappy using so much plastic.

“We’re part of the recycle, reduce, reuse 
generation,” Beaird said. “The fact that we’re 
throwing so much plastic away was absolutely 
killing us.”

This reliance on single-use plastic 
was also not what Patterson said he had 
experienced in the past at Rice. He said he felt 
like there was something Rice could do to try 
to cut down on waste. So, in conjunction with 
the Baker magisters and other RAs, Patterson 
and Beaird decided to buy “little cutlery kits” 
for Baker students who wanted them. They 
said they expected perhaps 50 students to 
sign up, but before long, their signup sheet 
had 96 names. 

“[That’s] a hell of a lot more than usually 
sign up for things,” Patterson said.

The initiative was soon repeated at other 
colleges, including Will Rice College, where 
RA Sandra Parsons has so far bought 35 sets 
of utensils.

“Students report using them and liking 
them,” Parsons said. “People seem to be 
using them, and I have definitely had interest 
in perhaps ordering a second round of sets.”

Beyond plastic
Once the majority of Rice students left 

campus back in March, Rice’s Facilities 
Engineering and Planning department 
took steps to decrease energy and water 
consumption, according to Director of 
Sustainability Richard Johnson.

“The savings were striking,” Johnson said. 
“We found that total energy consumption 
was down by 28 percent and total water 
consumption dropped by 31 percent. Also, 
with so few people on campus, trash volumes 
were down by at least 75 percent.”

In Houston and nationally, lockdowns 
led to fewer people commuting to work, 
improvement in air quality and a slower rate of 
greenhouse gas emissions. But once students 
started returning to campus and people 
started returning to work and to school, many 
of these improvements subsided, Daniel 
Cohan, associate professor of environmental 
engineering at Rice, said.

“Now that the fall semester has started, 
the energy team in FE&P has enacted a new 
operational strategy for air conditioning 
focused on significantly enhancing 
ventilation,” Johnson said. “This uses more 
energy, but it’s the right thing as part of the 

Life at SUSTech
Hear from some of the Chinese 
international students living on a 
campus in Shenzhen, China.

Meditate on Zoom
Hear from Elizabeth Slator, who 
leads the Rec’s weekly virtual and 
free meditation sessions.

SpoCo on Spotify
Rice’s improvisational comedy 
group is going virtual with their 
new podcast.

Crosswords
This week’s crosswords celebrate 
Indigenous People’s Day and a 
beloved Disney star.
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broader set of measures necessary to respond 
to the pandemic.”

Similarly, Johnson said trash volumes at 
Rice are now 35 to 40 percent lower than pre-
pandemic levels — but campus occupancy 
is only about 45 percent, according to 
Susann Glenn, director of communications 
for administration.

Now, more Houstonians are using Apple 
Maps for routing directions than were before 
the pandemic, which might indicate a 
return of pre-pandemic traffic on the road. 
At Rice, the number of parking permits for 
undergraduates, graduate students and 
faculty and staff has increased compared to 
last year, according to Michael Morgan, the 
parking manager at Rice.

Air quality had improved during COVID-19 
related lockdowns, but is now practically 
back to pre-pandemic levels. And though 
greenhouse gas emissions slowed earlier 
this year, the pace was not nearly enough to 
decrease the amount of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere, Cohan said.

“[Despite] the fact that we’re emitting, 
perhaps, 10 percent less this year than we 
normally would, carbon dioxide is still going 
up … and won’t stop going up until we reach 
net-zero,” Cohan said.

Cohan added that the increased energy 
usage as a result of additional air ventilation 
has shown him the urgency of implementing 
renewable energy sources.

“A take-home message from this would be 
this makes it all the more important for Rice 
and other businesses to shift to renewable 
sources of electricity,” Cohan said. “Places 
are going to need to use more power to 
keep their buildings safe, and there’s a real 
opportunity [because] wind and solar have 
gotten cheaper than they’ve ever been. If we 
can’t get the gains from efficiency like we 
used to, then we need to be getting the power 
from cleaner sources.”

At Rice, Zhao said she thinks the current 
situation with plastics has prompted students 
to get involved in sustainability advocacy.

“Our serveries being so plastic-heavy 
convinced more people, at least in my college, 
to care about the environment,” Zhao said. 
“This year, we had three times the amount 
of signups for the environmental committee 
than we had last semester. I guess it’s like a 
double-edged sword, right? We had to have all 
that waste, and all these plastics flowing out 
of our servery for people to really care.”

PLASTIC WASTE
FROM PAGE 1
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WEEKLY SCENES AND SCREENS

ART HOP 
Think pub crawl — but for art! Visit 
Sawyer Yards on Sunday, Oct. 18 from 
3-6 p.m. for a socially distanced, self-
guided tour of the campus where 
local artists will be showing their work 
at each stop. Visit five artists and 
receive a prize from Holler Brewing Co. 

Sawyer Yards
2101 Winter Street

EQUITABLE DESIGN
Design for America Rice & Rice Design 
will welcome Cassy Gibson (Duncan 
College ’17) to lead a virtual workshop 
on inclusive and accessible design 
this Thursday, Oct. 15 at 7 p.m. Gibson 
will discuss the disability market 
and how to effectively market to this 
community. Visit the Rice Design 

Facebook page for the Zoom link.

GROOVY LIKE A 
DRIVE-IN MOVIE

Enjoy a retro drive-in experience with 
Rooftop Cinema Club. From Oct. 16-31, 
catch Halloween favorites like “Hocus 
Pocus” and “Beetlejuice” to ring in 
the spooky season. To view the film 
schedule and purchase tickets, visit the 

Rooftop Cinema Club website.

Silos at Sawyer Yards
2301 Summer Street

A PORTRAIT OF 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY

Main Street Theater will present a 
virtual production of “RFK: A Portrait 
of the Life of Robert F. Kennedy” from 
Oct. 15-25. Tickets are available on a 
pay-what-you-can scale starting at 
$15, and the streaming link will be 

available upon purchase. 

For tickets and more information, visit 
mainstreettheater.com/rfk/

DANCE FROM PAGE 1

However, in that format, I think it might not 
be feasible or possible to include formations, 
because you can’t really move the videos 
themselves around.” 

Partner-style dances are also significantly 
more challenging to coordinate over Zoom. 
Aaron Bayles, president of the Rice Salseros, 
described how the focus of his team has 
shifted from partner dances to individual 
workshops this semester. 

“For most of the pandemic, the 
performance team just didn’t meet at all, we 
still kept on doing the weekly workshops 
that were open to everyone,” Bayles said. 
“And we just had to focus on things that you 
can do by yourself, like footwork sequences 
and general technique and practicing the 
fundamentals. But you know, the real heart 
of salsa is dancing with other people. And so 
it’s been really hard to transition away from 
doing that.”

Technical issues and physical distancing 
may be difficult, but for many dancers, the 

biggest frustration lies in their inability 
to socialize with teammates face to face. 
“This year with everything being virtual, 
it’s a little bit harder because some people 
don’t turn on their cameras, or don’t feel 
comfortable talking to people who are also 
on the Zoom call as well. So the social aspect 
of practices have definitely changed,” Linda 
Liu, president of K-pop/hip-hop dance group 
BASYK, said. 

The majority of performances have been 
canceled due to COVID-19, disappointing 
many of the dancers. Liu said the lack of an 
end goal makes it difficult to keep up the 
momentum of rehearsals. “We probably 
won’t be able to have our showcase this 
year,” Liu said. “That was our goal at the end 
of every practice, or every couple sessions, 
and it would all lead up to the performance.”

In the face of these setbacks, dance teams 
are hosting new activities to bond with fellow 
dancers and build a sense of community. 
Although these virtual meetings can’t fully 
replicate in-person activities, dancers are 
already fostering new connections with their 

teammates. Peggy Polydoros, vice president 
of the Rice Owls Dance team, said the dance 
team has been pairing up team members for 
weekly coffee chats, virtual or in person.

“I just had a coffee date with one of our 
new freshmen earlier today, and we just got 
to know each other better and talk about this 
semester. So that’s been really helpful for 
getting to know the new people, especially 
because it’s hard to get to know everyone 
when we’re busy during practice, and when 
everyone’s wearing a mask,” Polydoros said. 

According to Pia Arana, a dancer on the 
Rice Owls Dance Team, dancing can be a 
source of community and bonding, allowing 
students to connect through shared passions. 

“It’s a mental break,” Arana said. 
“Coming into college, I knew that I definitely 
wanted to join a dance team, because 
having that team support and bonding is 
very special. And I can tell that the freshmen 
girls that are on the team, we’re already 
starting to come closer. So it’s the building 
of the community that I really like about it 
and doing that through dance.” 

The Black Student Association held their 
annual Soul Night this Saturday with outdoor 
screenings at residential colleges as well as 
virtually through Zoom. Inflatable screens, 
snaking HDMI cables and relentless mosquitos 
did nothing to detract from student presence 
at the revamped Soul Night. Soul Night Co-
Coordinator Camille Pierre-Louis explains 
how Soul Night is normally a cultural live show 
that provides a platform for Rice students and 
young Black artists to express themselves and 
show off the spectrum of Blackness. 

Scheduled for March 26 of this year, the 
event was not spared from the upheaval of 
COVID-19. “As soon as we finished getting 
all our stuff set up, like a marching band was 
going to come, we had majorette, dancers, all 
these things, we were forced to pivot really 
hard and make a film,” Pierre-Louis said. 
Nevertheless, Pierre-Louis and Co-Coordinator 
Eddie Jackson successfully transformed 
the in-person event into a mesmerizing and 
inclusive filming that illustrated their resilient 
spirit and irrepressible vision. The theme this 
year was “Y2K: The 2000s Black Experience.” 

According to Pierre-Louis, for many young 
Black people on and off campus, the 2000s was 
a time in which their identity was built. “It’s 
really important to us that when Y2K happens on 
campus, it also represents us.” Jackson added, 
“We didn’t feel like the Black 2000s experience 
was properly represented on campus… it [was] a 
very important time in our lives.”

The short film, released via YouTube on 
Saturday, Oct 10, featured local spoken word 
poet Calvin King. He intricately tied his family’s 
history to the greater Black experience, relying 
heavily on allusions to Black pop culture 
and fashion. Along with Zach Blunt, a world 
competitor and a representative of Write 
About Now Poetry slam team in Houston. 
The film also featured mesmerizing music 
sequences from student artist Laura Fagbemi, 

who performed various 2000s-inspired songs. 
Glamorous sequences of makeup videos that 
colorfully illustrated the diversity of Black 
culture were seamlessly embedded into 
the event as well. Intermingled with these 
performances were pre-recorded clips of BSA 
members articulating the importance of Soul 
Night and its ability to showcase varied Black 
experiences. “I feel like in the media, there’s 
one perspective of Blackness, and we’re really 
trying to show that that’s wrong,” Pierre-
Louis said. “We’re not just a stereotype,” 
Jackson added. “We have a very rich, diverse 
culture and we love showing it off. We invite 
the entire campus to come see us because we 
really do believe that they believe in the ideals 
of diversity and inclusion — we want to make 
sure that our voices are heard.” 

The coordinators also wanted to 
emphasize the significance of the current 
political and social moment and its 
connection to platforming Black voices. 
While, according to Pierre-Louis, the theme 
is nostalgic to many young Black kids who 
saw their voices, culture and experience 
being spotlighted for the first time during the 
2000s, the persistence of certain issues and 
the lack of change are also important issues 
on the coordinators’ minds. “We’re donating 
a portion of our proceeds to the Black Lives 

Matter Houston because I feel like right now, 
it’s very important to support the movement. 
And, of course, we have everything coming 
out of Breonna Taylor, George Floyd. I think 
it is very pertinent that we make a statement 
that our lives matter, not just on campus but 
off campus,” Jackson said. 

The project’s transformation from its 
normal format to its virtual version relied 
heavily on the creativity and adaptiveness 
of the people involved. Once it became clear 
that the event could not look the same, the 
creators adjusted their original plan but not 
their creative vision. Pierre-Louis said that 
reaching out to Black artists, filming and 
editing the video, and planning virtual and in-
person showings were integral to the process. 
“That’s a really intricate process but worth 
every minute.”

According to Pierre-Louis, a sense of 
community and camaraderie is elemental to 
Soul Night. “Even with this you’re not getting 
the full, live experience. These aren’t quiet 
events, everyone’s screaming and you just 
can’t quite recreate the energy.” However, 
Soul Night managed to survive and thrive 
in the midst of the pandemic. “With the 
circumstances, I think it’s the best thing that 
we could come up with while keeping the 
course of our performance safe,” Jackson said.

BSA’s Soul Night lights up screens with Y2K nostalgia 

Deep End Records goes under
Independent East End record store tucked 
inside Insomnia Gallery closes 
permanently. 
See more at ricethresher.org

Temporary installations, 
enduring imagination: Rice 
Public Art welcomes 
“Creative Interventions”  

MAINAVI REDDY
FOR THE THRESHER

The Moody Center for The Arts’ new 
outdoor installations, dubbed “Creative 
Interventions,” is a multimedia collection of 
artistic works and interactive exhibits that 
take advantage of temporary structures and 
socially distanced spaces across campus. 

According to Alison Weaver, executive 
director of the Moody Center, the goal of 
the installation is to inspire “unexpected 
moments of creativity” as people walk along 
the colorful sidewalks, play on the seesaws 
or gaze at the side of a tent playing a movie 
of bees working together in a hive. Each of 
these pieces brings its own unique mindset 
and imagination to the table and offers an 
opportunity for optimism. 

One of the installations included in 
“Creative Interventions” features fully 
functional, colorfully painted seesaw sets 
proposed by a team of Rice architecture 
students: Jeff Xia, Peyton Chiang, Joseph 
Hsu and Spencer Hotelling. Their project, 
“Twelve Feet Apart,” won a design 
charrette competition hosted by the Rice 
School of Architecture, which invited 
proposals for temporary installations that 
would encourage safe, socially distanced 
gatherings. With these guidelines in mind, 
the team envisioned seesaws that anyone at 
Rice is free to explore and enjoy as they stroll 
by the south colleges and the Provisional 
campus Facilities that have earned Rice 
national media attention. 

The team developed the idea when one 
of the members suggested a playground 
theme, and decided to create something 
that would encourage students’ tactile 
participation and be  adaptable to student 
opinions. The student creators hope that 
the seesaws will foster an engaging, playful 
environment that offers an opportunity to 
bring back intimacy during the pandemic 
which has made such activities more 
difficult than ever. “This creates a landscape 
that induces all who walk past to participate 
in a new method of social gathering safely 
and engagingly,” Xia said. “While our 
project has no intended meaning beyond 
seesaws being seesaws, we hope that people 
are able to find valuable moments of fun 
interaction through the use of the seesaws.” 
This article has been condensed for print. To 
read the full story, visit ricethresher.org. 

MICHELLE MIAO
THRESHER STAFF

L-R: “Twelve Feet Apart” creators Joseph Hsu, 
Peyton Chiang, Jeff Xia and Spencer Hotellin.

ROBERT HEETER / THRESHER

COURTESY RICE BLACK STUDENT ASSOCIATIONCOURTESY RICE BLACK STUDENT ASSOCIATION

Hanszen College junior Laura Fagbemi stars in Soul Night film, “Y2K: The 2000s Black Experience.” 
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Although their season has not started 
yet, one bright spot for the Rice Owls 
football program has been former Rice 
punter and current NFL player Jack Fox. 
As the starting punter for the Detroit 
Lions, Fox has made waves in football 
due to his performance so far this season. 

An undrafted rookie, Fox is a star for 
the Lions, impressing football fans and 
pundits across the nation. 

Taking the league by storm with his 
thunderous punts, Fox was awarded the 
NFC Special Teams Player of the Month 
in September and is the first Lions 
punter to ever win the award. His play 
has also impressed the statisticians at 
Pro Football Focus, a website dedicated 
to football analytics. Fox is currently 
rated at 93.6 out of 100 for his play so far 
this season, making him the fourth 
highest ranked of all players in 
the NFL. Pro Football Focus 

a l s o 
awarded him 

a spot on their 
All-Pro team at the 

quarter mark of the 
season, as he is ranked 

first among all punters 
around the league. Fox 

credited his competitive drive 
for his success.
“[My] work ethic and being a 

competitive person definitely played 
a part [in my success],” Fox said. “Ever 

since I was a young kid, my fear of failure 
and always wanting to win has pushed 
me to always work hard.”

Throughout the first four games 
of the young season, Fox has posted 

some impressive numbers for the Lions. 
Fox’s punts have averaged a distance of 
53.4 yards per punt so far this season, 
the best in the league. If Fox continues 
his blazing start to the season, he could 
potentially break the NFL record for 
average yards per punt in a season. 
Currently set at 51.4 yards per punt, the 
mark hasn’t been eclipsed in the 80 years 
since Hall of Famer Sammy Baugh set it 

in 1940. 
Despite his noteworthy start 

in the first four NFL games of 
his career, Fox’s position as a 

starting punter for the Lions 
was never guaranteed 

to begin with. In fact, 
Fox and his teammate 

Arryn Siposs battled 
for the starting job 

prior to the start 
of the season. 

Lions special team 
coordinator Brayden 

Coombs said before the season 
that, “[the competition between the 

two] is really neck and neck … they’re 
going to make it really hard on us.” Fox 
went on to beat Siposs to take the starting 
spot, and is poised to become the Lions’ 
starting punter for years to come. 

A St. Louis native, Fox punted for 
the Owls from 2015-2018. As a freshman, 
Fox played as a kicker, handling mainly 
kickoffs and extra points. It was in his 
sophomore year that Fox became the 
team’s punter. In 2016, Fox punted 75 
times for a total of 3,051 yards, averaging 
40.7 yards per punt. However, as Fox 
grew into his position, his statistics 
improved significantly. His junior year, 
Fox punted the ball 57 times for 2,520 
yards and averaged 44.2 yards per punt. 
This ranked first among all punters in 
Conference USA, and Fox was named 
to the All-C-USA second team. When 
reflecting on his time in the NFL, Fox 

attributed some of his success to the 
coaching he had at Rice.

“I got really lucky with two great 
coaches [at Rice] that really cared 
about their players academically and 
emotionally,” Fox said. “[Former Rice 
head coach David] Bailiff instilled 
confidence in me. When Coach 
Bloomgren got here, it was time for me 
to prove it and he pushed me to keep on 
getting better and better”

Fox’s senior year was his best yet, 
punting 80 times for a total of 3,636 
yards, which led the entire NCAA in total 
punting yards. Subsequently, Fox was 
awarded the C-USA Special Teams Player 
of the Year and named to the First Team 
All-C-USA.

After his senior year, Fox was not 
selected in the 2019 NFL Draft and was 
signed by the Kansas City Chiefs as a 
free agent. After a summer with the 
team, Fox was waived during roster 
cuts and did not make the team’s final 
roster. However, after an injury to the 
Chiefs’ starting punter, Fox briefly re-
signed to the team’s practice squad and 
was subsequently released. After being 
released by the Chiefs, the Lions signed 
Fox to their practice squad, where he 
remained before being named their 
starting punter earlier this summer.

Ever since I was a young 
kid, my fear of failure 
and always wanting to 
win has pushed me to 
always work hard.

 Jack Fox
FORMER RICE PUNTER

Jack Fox punts his way from the Owls to the Lions

BEN BAKER-KATZ
SPORTS EDITOR

Football head coach Mike Bloomgren has named 
his starting quarterback less than two weeks before 
their first game: Mike Collins, a graduate transfer 
from Texas Christian University, will be under center 
when the Owls take the field on Oct. 24. 

Bloomgren said that Collins has excelled during 
fall practices, recalling that in one practice, none of 
Collins’ passes touched the ground.

“Mike has just been a head above, and not just 
on one day, he’s been consistent throughout camp,” 
Bloomgren said. “He’s executing our offense at a very 
high level, and he’s got an unbelievable arm.”

Collins spent two seasons at TCU, after starting 
his career at the University of Pennsylvania. He 
appeared in nine games for the Horned Frogs in 2018, 
starting four of them. Collins threw for 1,059 yards in 
2018, completing 56.4 percent of his passes, adding 
six touchdowns and two interceptions. 

“Obviously, [I’m] really excited to get the job, and 
about what this team can do,” Collins said. “[We’re] 
taking the momentum from the end of last year and 
transferring it over to this year.”

Collins said he had an inkling that he would be 
named the starter, given his play at practice.

“I had a feeling it was coming,” Collins said “I’ve 
been playing well, but I’m just excited to have the job 
and to start playing some games.”

Additionally, Bloomgren said that naming a 
starting quarterback is beneficial for the offense.

“[The decision] has become very clear,” 
Bloomgren said. “When you’re in the situation 
with the ability to name a starter and get him all 

the work with the [first team], it’s better for your 
football team.”

According to Bloomgren, Collins faced 
competition for the starting job from JoVoni Johnson, 
a redshirt freshman. Johnson made four appearances, 
including one start, for the Owls last season. 

“JoVoni will have a role in our offense,” 
Bloomgren said. “He has our trust, and we’d be 
very confident in JoVoni going in for a series, or 
for any number of plays.”

Bloomgren said that Johnson, a gifted runner, 
will be used both as a running threat as well as in the 
passing game. 

“The whole playbook will be available [to us], any 
time JoVoni is in the game,” Bloomgren said. “[He] 
will be a great tool.”

As for the rest of the offense, the group feels 
confident in the offensive scheme. Collins said 
that the extra meeting time the team has had 
this fall — the start of practices was delayed due 
to the pandemic — has given the team a better 
understanding of the offense.

However, just this weekend, the Owls lost an 
important piece of their offense. According to 
Bloomgren, redshirt junior wide receiver Bradley 
Rozner had surgery and has opted out of the 
2020 season.

“[Rosner] is a talented player, [but] it’s just next 
man up,” Collins said. “We’ve got a lot of receivers, 
[there are] a lot of guys getting reps in fall camp. 
We’ve gotten the chance to gel with a lot of guys, and 
I feel confident in whoever’s out there.”

The Owls have just a week and a half of practices 
left before they open their season, at home, against 
Middle Tennessee State University. 

Owls name Collins 
startingstarting quarterbackquarterback

PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS

PHOTO COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS
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RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle & 
High School Math, Natural & Social Sci-
ence, Foreign Language, Humanities and 
SAT/ACT prep. Reliable transportation re-
quired. Pay is based upon variety of factors. 
Contact 832-428-8330 and email resume to 
sri.iyengar@sriacademicservices.com

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Lindsay Josephs
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire, written this week by Ndidi Nwosu and Timmy Mansfield, edited by Simindenial Matovic and designed by Simona Maverage.  For comments or questions, email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

The Five Stages of Midterms
Midterm season is upon us, and with it comes the inevitable rollercoaster of emotions, stress and chaos. But 

not to worry, the Thresher Backpage Team has come up with the totally unique, original and never-before-seen 
“Five Stages of Midterms” to help you and your fellow students get through this semester’s midterms alive.

Denial
Students at this stage will simply ignore the upcoming 

midterms. Usually, students stay at this stage from Sylly 
Week up until the week before the exam to attempt to 

avoid thinking about the test as if it doesn’t exist. Students 
will do other things besides studying, like playing video 

games, hanging out with friends and actually having a life, 
like some kind of normal person. Don’t be fooled, this is 

out of the ordinary for a Rice student.

Midterms? What mid-
terms? Bro check out 
this hilarious TikTok 

@ricethresher posted.

I definitely do not 
need to start studying 

yet. It’s like, a week 
away.

Anger
The next stage is Anger, where in the days leading up to the exam, 
the student realizes that the exam worth 15 percent of their grade 

is actually happening. They become anxious and lash out, looking 
for someone to blame for their unpreparedness. Symptoms include 
becoming angry at their professors (How dare they teach us things 
and then expect us to know them later?), fellow students (Who told 
them to have good study habits? What???) or even themselves (Why 

was I playing Minesweeper instead taking notes in class?). This is 
also where the existential crisis hits, although that is not required, 

and a typical Rice student is usually already having one, 24/7.

Man, screw college. 
I’m dropping out.

Do you think the 
professor will 
give me extra 

credit for spelling 
my name correctly?

Why did I take 18 
credits this semester?

Do you actually 
understand this?

Don’t study, you’ll 
ruin the curve!

They drop our 
lowest test 

right?

Is it even worth 
it to study at this 

point?

They’re gonna put 
me on academic 

probation, oh 
God.Who am I without 

a GPA of at least 
3.5? Some kind 

of… commoner?
Maybe I’m not 
cut out for this 

major…

I don’t need to go 
to med school.

I’ll just ace the 
final.

It’s okay, the 
curve will make 
this a B at least.

Cs get degrees.

Why did all the 
professors decide to 
make midterms all 

on one day?

Bargaining
Some students may find themselves in the Bargaining stage in the days 

leading up to the exam, or sometimes even during the exam itself. Classic 
symptoms of this stage are deciding between actually continuing studying 
or doing literally nothing for an hour to give yourself a break from all the 
“studying” you’ve been doing. Students in this stage may be seen staring 

blankly at their laptop for extended periods of time or playing the dinosaur 
game in Chrome whenever the wifi cuts out. If you find yourself search-
ing through your syllabus to gauge the damage of failing the midterm or 

perhaps doing a cost-benefit analysis of studying vs. actually leaving your 
room, you might be in the Bargaining stage. 

Depression
The Depression stage, or Existential Crisis: The Sequel! typically hits during 

or after the exam. The student realizes absolutely nothing they studied 
was on the test, and the only possible explanation is that they are actually 

incredibly stupid when this is (usually) far from the case. Typical symptoms 
include thinking that Rice actually made a mistake giving you admission, 
or staying up until 3 a.m. watching Netflix shows to avoid having to think 
about how many points your GPA will drop. If you see a fellow classmate 

with their camera off and muted during Zoom calls and realize the only time 
they see sunlight is when they come to the servery to eat two cinnamon rolls 

as their only meal for the entire day, they are probably in the Depression 
stage. Please, reach out to them. Please. Like, actually. They aren’t okay.

Acceptance
There comes a time where every student must learn to live with the results 
of midterm season, and this occurs during the Acceptance phase. Students 
employ many different strategies for acceptance, either choosing to block 
their scores from memory, or to look on the bright side of things, returning 
to the Denial stage and going back to zoning out during class until a week 

before the final. Though they may have accepted their score, some stu-
dents respond harshly to trigger words such as “enantiomers,” “Taylor se-
ries” or “free body diagram.” This stage is always painful for freshmen, as 
they find themselves “Accepting” more than they would like to, but sooner 

or later they reach a resignation point and accept defeat. 
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