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COURT APPROVES RICE UNIVERSITY CHARTER CHANGES 

HOUSTON, March 4, 1998 -The District Court of Harris County has approved Rice 

University's request to allow certain amendments to the Rice charter relating to the university's 

Board of Governors. 

Prior to last month's decision by the district court, the Texas Attorney General, who has 

jurisdiction over charitable trusts, notified the court that "the relief requested by the petitioners 

appears to be in the public interest." For that reason, the attorney general decided not to 

intervene in this proceeding. 

In its filing on Dec. 31, 1997, Rice trustees petitioned the court to allow for an expanded 

board in which all members would have an equal vote, to establish appropriate tenns of service 

for trustees, and to enable the university to recruit board members with fewer restraints as to 

where they live. 
/ 

The present Board of Governors includes seven trustees with fonnal voting authority, eight 
__ ./ 

term governors and four alumni governors who do not have an official vote, for a total of 19. 

Under the changes, the board may expand to no more than a total of 25 members, all of whom 

will be voting members. Appropriate length of terms will be determined by the board. 

The changes are a continuing evolution from a board created to govern a very small institute 

in a town of less than 28,000 people, to a board appropriate for a university of national and 

international prominence in the fourth largest city in the United States, according to Chainnan 

of the Board of Governors, E. William Barnett. 
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"In the past reviews of Rice's charter, the courts held as a matter of law that it clearly was 

Mr. Rice's primary purpose to establish a university of the first class," Barnett said. "From 

time-to-time, achieving that primary purpose has required some modification in the charter. Mr. 

Rice and President Lovett would no doubt be very proud of what Rice has achieved. 

"The university has far surpassed even the bold and ambitious dreams of Mr. Rice. It is 

important that the board structure keep pace." 

Rice President Malcolm Gillis strongly supports the changes, saying, "Rice University has 

benefited throughout its history from exceptional board leadership. These changes will permit 

Rice to involve additional alumni and friends who bring important perspectives and experience 

to the governing board so that we may build on the strengths that Rice has developed in its first 

century." 

In 1949, the seven Rice trustees already recognized the need for a larger board and added, 

without charter change, an eight member board of governors with fixed terms. This was 

supplemented in later years by four alumni governors. 

Recently, the board made the decision to petition for these changes, which are consistent 

with the practice of recent years in which all board members deliberate together on issues 

concerning Rice's governance. 

The university 's charter has bee~ amended several times during the last 106 years. The most 

noted revisions came in 1963, when the charter was amended to permit the enrollment of 

minority stude11ts and to allow the univers_ity to charge tuition. 
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