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Background: Sultana Mangalji was born in Kampala, Uganda in 1957. She attended her earliest years of 
her education in East Africa. Her family had lived in Africa for four generations until her family, and 
other Asians, was exiled from Uganda in 1972. Upon being exiled from Uganda, her family moved to 
Canada where she attended college at the age of fifteen. After getting married and moving to Houston, 
Mangalji and her family have lived in Japan, Morocco, and India due to their family business of hotel 
management. She is an Ismaili Muslim which is a small, progressive sect of Shia and Islam as a whole. 
Ismaili Muslims follow the interpretations and teachings of the Aga Khan. In this interview, she discusses 
her experiences living all over the world, her religion, and other aspects of her life. 

Setting: The interview took place in Fondren Library on Tuesday November 5th. 

Key: 
SM: Sultana Mangalji 
ZC: Zoe Clark 
HP: Helen Pu 
—: speech cuts off; abrupt stop 
…: speech trails off, pause 
Italics: emphasis 
[Brackets]: Actions [laughs, sighs, etc.] 
(?): unclear or inaudible word/phrase 

ZC: I’m super bad at like, these introductions like, the little intros so, uh I guess good afternoon. It’s- it’s 
uh November 5th 2019 in Fondren Library and we are interviewing Sultana Mangalji? 

SM: That’s correct. [laughs] 

ZC: Mangalji. And my name is Zoe Clark. 

HP: I’m Helen Pu. 

ZC: Aw man, I’m always so bad at this. Can we do that one more time? 

SM: Sure. 

ZC: Sorry, there’s two record buttons. Okay. I’ll do this much quicker Uh good afternoon. It is Tuesday 
November 5th, in Fondren Library. And we’re interviewing Sultana Mangalji. Uh My name is Zoe Clark. 

HP: I’m Helen Pu. 

ZC: We’ll get started. So, when and where were you born? 

SM: I was born in Uganda, in Kampala, which is the capital. In 1957. 
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ZC: Can you describe your family? 

SM: Sure. Um I had uh my parents, my grandparents, my brother, my sister, myself, and I’m the-the last, 
basically, in the family. But very close knit, lots of cousins, lots of uh uncles and aunts, and yeah. 

ZC: And what did you be--want to be when you grew up? 

SM: You know, um, I really had no one passion. Um I went to early to boarding school because I didn’t 
want to be left behind. And so I left home when I was seven. And I loved sports, I loved people, I loved 
school, I loved everything. So I really didn’t just have one passion. I you know I-I-I liked everything. 

ZC: So you, I guess you mentioned you were at a boarding school, can you tell us a little more about 
that? 

SM: Sure, so you know the education system in Uganda wasn’t the best and um I think within our 
families, it was you know the ethic of education was very strong. So, you know my father and mother 
decided that um education being as important as it- as it is, and the fact that you know, they wanted just to 
make sure that the resources, whatever resources they had were for them to be able to for the best possible 
um for all the three of us. And so um we ended up at um British boarding schools um in East Africa. And 
then, you know, from there we continued on to England and then you know gra--graduated from there and 
and and amongst all of that a lot of things happened so. But yeah, but I think that uh they felt that, you 
know, to give us the best possible was really what they wanted. 

ZC: And, what is your favorite childhood memory? 

SM: So, we had dogs, we had tortoises, we had African Gray Parrots, we had a cat, we had lots of little 
we had a menagerie of animals cause each one of us liked a different animal. Um but um yeah, so it was 
wonderful to just get out in the back--back area of our home and have uh all of these animals right there. 
And you know having the ability to take an egg to school or taking a li--baby rabbit to school or a bunny 
rabbit to school so [laughs] for show and tell. So it was- it was- it was good. 

ZC: And what is your ethnicity? 

SM: So, Indian-descent. Um my ancestry is from Gujarat, India. Um my great--well actually four 
generations in Africa. Um so because India was British protectorate, and um East Africa for the most part 
had, well, Uganda was British protectorate and so was Kenya. Um my great, great, great, great 
grandfather decided that he was gonna, you know, there was very little opportunity for him in India. So he 
decided um that he would just get on a ship and come to East Africa. So he landed in um a place called 
Lamu, which is um- um off the coast of Kenya. And uh then um he was uh there to help build 
infrastructure, the railroads. But he decided that that wasn’t for him, and so he started small little shops 
um convenience kind of stores along the way and he ended up in Uganda. Um but uh his the the family, 
well, the family really was landed in Kasuma, but he then ventured out and came into Uganda. And um 
that’s where I was born. 

ZC: Um what do you consider to be your like identity? 

SM: So I think you know we’re- we’re global. Global citizens I believe. Um because of the history we 
had and so you know, even though being Indian-descent, being in Africa um and we went to school in 
England, um 1972 brought a different set of circumstances for us because Idi Amin at that time um 
expelled all the Asians out of Uganda. And um so we ended up um coming to Canada. Canada opened up 
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its arms and um took us in as refugees because we had nothing outside the country because you know we 
were Uganda citizens. We expected to live there for the rest of our lives. Um, but that wasn’t going to 
happen. So anyways, so we came to Canada and then um many years later we got married, came to 
Houston. Um we had the opportunity to start up a our hotel base in uh Tokyo, so we went to Japan and 
stayed there a couple of years. Um my husband also decided to um open up a steel factory in um Morroco 
Morocco so we spent a lot of time in Morocco. And that time too, um he had an opportunity to work with 
Nissan to set up um uh dealership with dealership structure in India for Nissan, so we spent a lot of time 
in India then. So uh really I consider myself to be very global, and very thankful for that- for that that for 
all those opportunities. 

ZC: And, what values did your family teach you? 

SM: So, the values that we grew up with were to have compassion, to be able to do the best you could to 
give back. Um, I think that um you know having educations, having the ability to be educated, having the 
ability to be able to do more for your neighbor, your community, um those were big values that we grew 
up with. Um, having faith, um uhh just being good- good- good human beings. Those were the the—and 
then of course there will be the ethics of good education you know just make sure you live the life that 
you want, which is going to be exemplary. And and so yeah, so we come away um with uh all of that. 

ZC: Mmm, so you said you went to a boarding school in Britain, yeah. So ho- and you were 7? Okay. 
And then, so how long were you living in Britain? 

SM: So I and so, I was seven years old when I was at a boarding school in Kenya. [ZC: Oh okay in 
Kenya.] Yeah in Kenya. [ZC: Okay sorry.] So um so then at thirteen you know you you had the 13+ 
exam that you took and so then you were entered into boarding school wherever. So um it was in 
England, but we were only there for a year and a half before 1972 happened, and- and that kind of 
disrupted everyone’s education. Um we came to Canada that time and um so they- they had no idea had to 
evaluate these exams we’d taken and uh so they said okay well just come to school and um here’s the set 
of um exams and so write them and uh then we’ll place you. So it was grade eleven and twelve, so I 
finished grade eleven when I was thirteen and a half [laughs] and grade twelve but the time I was fourteen 
and a half. So I had to go to university at uh fifteen and a half. And that was a very different experience, 
but I could not go to the student inn (?) building because it was alcohol served and I could not even enter 
the stu--I mean could’ve only go to one section of the street (?). But we lived at home because again, you 
know, we had no money, um so I worked and so I worked and went to school and um I lived at home. Um 
and my sister um worked in the dental uh school, she was a part of their admissions team for dentistry. 
Um and so I would just hop a ride with her in the morning to get to class and uh come back you now on 
the bus or whoever was coming back at whatever time. 

ZC: Mmm, and so your whole entire family was with you when you went to Canada? 

SM: Um yes. Yes. The whole family moved and I we we staggered a little bit because of the school year 
and wanted to make sure that you know everyone finished the school year before they integrated. You had 
to go through a vetting process. So it wasn’t as if you were automatically granted you know um passage 
and um uh the citizenship process into Canada. You had to make sure that you know there was a point 
system. So you had to meet the point system in order to be sure that you were granted um immigration 
status for Canada. So um so we finished all that in England and then you know everyone was staggered 
by the time they got to Canada. But my parents were there first. 

ZC: And I guess how was the transition for you and your family? 
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SM: So for us it was an adventure. You know, a whole new country um but coming from England to go 
to Vancouver was very different. You know, first of all Canadians speak a little bit differently. So it was, 
you know, difficult to understanding what what they were saying because...aluminium, a(“uh”)luminum. 
You know, the trunk of a car and a boot of a car so things were different. Um and Vancouver at that time, 
in 1970s, uh was really two main streets three main streets you know. And then of course you had, 
everything was block system. But it was not London, um transportation was not the same as everywhere 
else. I mean the experience. Um so buses were few and far between, and there’s no underground system 
or whatever. So we found it very strange. [laughs] It was very sleepy. I think it was a great transition for 
us actually so you know coming from Uganda. But- And then of course, looking at the supermarkets and 
the variety of food and everything else. And we just had one little supermarket in Uganda and you know. 
So for my mother it was very, I mean it was an eye opener so it was um a more difficult transition for her 
and her generation than it was for us. 

HP: Have you been--have you been to Uganda since? 

SM: I have, I have. So the first time I went back was actually with UNICEF. [HP: Oh.] So I um was on 
the Southwest chapter for UNICEF here in Houston and um there was an opportunity to travel back to 
Uganda with UNICEF at that time. Um and I jumped at it. I said it would be wonderful to go back and 
see. So after 25 years, I went back. Um and it was wonderful because our home in Kampala was actually 
a um the residence for the Japanese ambassador. So I you know knocked on the door and I went up and 
they said please come in and take a look at your home. [laughs] It was beautifully kept and of course the 
grounds were just fantastic. I mean they- they really kept up with everything that my mother had done, 
you know, up until 25 years ago. So it was really a wonderful surprise. But going back with UNICEF um 
you know they-they-they had AIDS in the early 80s, um they had war, they had you know it was just 
awful because so many people died unnecessarily. Finally, the current president, who’s still alive and still 
the president, I think he’s president for life there, Museveni, he sounded the alarm. Um and he said help 
to the CD--I mean to the World Health-Health Organization. And saying that we-we have a disease here 
that we cannot do anything about so please come and help us identify what it is and see what you can do. 
Um and then with UNICEF, it was wonderful that they stepped up immediately and um you know and 
with the rest of the UN organizations. And they went in and uh really helped with trying to stabilize and 
trying to reduce the um the maternal child um effects of uh of uh AIDS and such. And so it was 
wonderful to see the program going on at that time. So it was it was nice, I still could understand Swahili. 
So you know they they kind of looked at me and said mmm you know um that’s so strange that she’s 
back here. We you know it was Idi Amin- and now she’s back here doing good work, you know they 
couldn’t understand that! But I thought it was wonderful to be able to go back and be able to do 
something there. 

ZC: And, so I guess going to going back to your like college years, [SM: Yes.] so why did you choose to 
major in communications? 

SM: Oh, no it wasn’t so sorry. I should’ve been a little bit more specific. It’s um the uh a um it’s 
commerce actually. So uh, bachelor of commerce which was a five year program. Um so um again, you 
know, with our family you know vision, you could become a doctor, an accountant, lawyer, engineer, 
some profession. So, I went to school thinking that okay, I will you know pursue a profession in business. 
Um I think and my my father’s an accountant and so he was hoping that I choose accountancy as a 
profession. So, after graduating I um you know was interviewed and I got a job with Price Border House. 
Um it just so happened um that I also uh won a public speaking contest at school and some of my tuition 
was paid for um and I believe one of the sponsors was the Hudson’s Bay Company. And somehow they 
got my resume, I never applied to them but they got my resume and so they sent me a letter. And they 
wanted to interview me and they wanted to offer me a position in merchanditing—merchandising. Um 
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with the um with also the possibility of uh uh going through their their general merchandise program, um 
where they would take you through every sector of um the retail industry function (?), you know. And uh 
and so I presented these this to my father and I said look they’re paying me $1400 a month versus $700 a 
month with Price Border House, this is back in the 7—8—70s. And so um what do you think? And so he 
said he thought about it and he thought about it and he said look, you know it’s going to be your life, so 
you choose. And so I chose merchandising only because the fact that they rotate me through every 
department and it was exciting and um yeah. I found it uh—and plus it paid more [laughs]. So I said this 
is what it’s gonna be. 

ZC: How old were you when, I guess you graduated? 

SM: So, I think I was what, uh, so it was a five-year program. So seventy-four to seventy-nine I guess I 
was uh, let’s see, probably about nineteen or twenty, at that time. [laughs] 

ZC: Did you have any memorable experiences um during college? 

SM: So um, I think going to school was um a matter of just continuation of education. Um I didn’t sadly, 
because I couldn’t spend much time on campus and I wasn’t there really after school, except for in the 
library to do whatever it was, the next day’s work, um I didn’t spend much time there. Um, but I did, 
however, have, you know, a group of friends that we played a lot of squash and tennis after school. Um in 
the evenings and um and I and I also joined our, um, I’m Muslim so, uh it was a Sunday school for kids. 
And so I I decided to teach or help teach at that point. And so, it was just a daily thing to go and meet 
with the kids and just uh work with them and uh you know, let them understand our faith a little more, 
help them understand our faith a little bit more. Um so really, those were my five years of uh of college. 

ZC: And did you get a minor in education? 

SM: I did [ZC: Okay.] I did. I got a minor in education, but I didn’t pursue the education program. I 
didn’t uh you know, work with that. 

ZC: Okay. And so you completed a program for managers at Rice? [SM: Yes.] I guess, can you tell us 
about that, like why? 

SM: So um, I was uh you know um well I came here uh with my husband and I thought that I would be 
working with Marshall Fields and Company. Cause they were expanding and they were um I guess West 
Chase or yeah, West Chase they put up another store up there and um uh they offered me that a position. 
And, my husband said well, I’m not sure you know, I think you would be it would be well worth your 
while to see if you could help us expand our company. So um I decided okay, let’s do this. So um I 
shelved those particular plans and um I decided okay let’s go with this. So um it was nineteen-eighty 
three to ninety-ninety—let’s see three or four? Um when we were expanding our company. And um going 
from when I joined Westmont Hospitality, um not working but as a princ—like one of the principals um 
in um operations for our company. Um, it was then I said okay, well you know there’s just one bit that I 
had to finish up as part of my education, and so I said why don’t I just apply for this program for 
managers, and it was well worth my while because I got a lot out of it. My class was primarily all 
engineers, um but it was great to be able to take a look at spreadsheets and be able to look and at the data 
and do a lot of interpretations from that. And that really helped me you know, transition also this way in 
in the hotel company. 

ZC: So, um I guess can you tell—talk to us more about I guess like I guess all your employment? Like 
um [SM: Sure.] I guess specifically starting after you graduated undergrad? 
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SM: Sure, sure. So, after graduation I spent uh ’83 let’s see, no nineteen…oh gosh. I think about six year, 
six years at the Hudson’s Bay Company. I can’t remember the dates quite off my head right now, but um 
uh until ’83 when I got married. So, again, that that allowed me rotations it allowed me to become a buyer 
um for small accessories, it allowed me to also um work through um different areas of merchandising, um 
and I ended up at uh you know being the assistant manager with the cosmetics department. But along the 
way, I was allowed to brand the United Way campaign for the whole company, West Coast. Uh it allowed 
me to be able to uh work in the advertising department. It allowed me to do special projects for the 
general manager of the of the Hudson’s Bay Western region as well. So I came away with a lot of skill 
sets. Um and I really enjoyed the fact that uh that my peers as well as the people that were looking at me 
uh um felt that I I was able to you know, step up to whatever task it was, to be able to work through uh 
several divisions of the Hudson’s Bay Company. Um and then when I came to Houston, um the family 
company was at a point where it was um now working with different partnerships. Um and buying 
property or buying ho—motels, in any state where we saw opportunity. So, the the the idea being that 
you’d buy a particular um property that is sub-performing and you add value to it by going in and 
spending money on the property, repositioning it, reflagging it, and then allowing it to come up to a 
certain peak, and then you know, selling it at a high. So, um so we did this for um let’s see about seven 
years, and so from 8 properties to 16 properties to 28 properties, and that’s where Goldman Sachs 
discovered us. And they, you know, they basically said okay we would like to work with you and um 
allow you to have access to a fund and allow you to go ahead and expand. And um at that point my 
husband said okay, let’s uh continue with this. And then they allowed us to go into Japan basically, so we 
moved to Japan and he set up a platform there. But by that time, I um had two children, two daughters. 
And so I backed off and decided okay this is great [laughs], I don’t need to be uh at work you know from 
nine to five. Um you know we we then trained and hired operations people and accounting people and 
everything else and became much more broader and much more um uh corporate in style. But uh again, 
very small it’s not a it’s not large, it’s large in its footprint but small because um we had long-term 
employees basically that been there for thirty—thirty-five years and on down. Um, so so I was I was able 
then to say to transition out of that and then go into more of the philanthropic end. 

ZC: K, and um I guess we were like doing research with on you online, and we saw you operated a 
daycare facility? 

SM: So, that was um. So when my daughters were 5 and 6, 4 and 5? 5 and 6. I decided that okay I will 
you know, see if I can do something for myself while my husband and the company was just growing this 
way and uh. So um there was a time where I felt okay, it would be nice to do something and um this 
opportunity came along and I stepped into it um for maybe about three or four years? And then sold it 
because we would then decide to go onto Japan, at that time. So, I operated a uh childcare facility and uh 
took it from where it was to a in a EYC, which is an accredited um operation basically. And then sold it 
because we shifted to Japan. [ZC: Hm.] 

ZC: So um, so the daycare facility was called Kaleidoscope, correct? [ZC: Correct, Kaleidoscope Kids 
yes.] Okay, um so do yeah, so you, so do you remember which years you operated it? 

SM: So, gosh, um maybe, let’s see. Children were in…so must’ve been two—no was it after two? I can’t 
even remember. [laughs] Um 2000—no it was before that. ’98? ’99? In those years I think? I can’t 
remember? [laughs] 

HP: Was this in Canada? 

6 



 
 

 

  

                
       

 
  

               
        

 
  

          
       

             
  

           
   

            
         

          
  

  
 

  
  

 
        

            
  

       
     

 
       

        
  

         
           

            
      

   
   

          
  

      
     

    
     

               
     

                    

Houston Asian American Archive 
Chao Center for Asian Studies, Rice University 

SM: No, it was here! [HP: Oh, in Houston.] It was here in the US, in Houston. [ZC: Okay.] In Houston. 
[ZC: Okay.] So um let’s see, maybe two-thousand, two-thousand we, no we moved to Japan two-
thousands. So um ninety, must’ve been in the nineties, ninety ninety-seven? Ninety-eight? Something like 
that? [laughs] 

ZC: Okay, and so was there like, I guess was Kaleidoscope the same—do you know if Kaleidoscope was 
like—currently Kaleidoscope is a Christian-based learning environment. Was it that way [ZC: No.] when 
you were operating it? 

SM: No, it wasn’t. Um, I purchased it from two sisters who um I think one of the sisters, this was her 
dissertation and her passion and um she started it uh with the anticipation of um bringing it up and um 
you know, making sure that it ran well so that she could sell it. And it was her enterprise, really. And um, 
for me you know it was important to make sure that when you buy a business, um usually the sellers don’t 
have, in small businesses, they don’t really have good records. But their records were impeccable, so I felt 
uh you know and they were absolutely true to their word and when I went to do diligence, everything 
checked off. And so it was an easy, relative it was not a messy purchase. So um I valued that about the 
business and um the way they ran it the the the um the director, the teachers in all the different rooms you 
know for for the childcare, they were passionate about what they did as well. So I felt it was a good 
business to buy. 

ZC: K, and can you tell us more about the family company or I guess, yeah can you tell us a little more 
about that? 

SM: So um, it started off in the early, I would say the late-seventies. So ’78, ’79, where my husband and 
his brother came to Houston. Um and really the first property in Texas was Beaumont. So because 
Canada was a little bit more conservative in terms of getting access to money. Now Canada’s population 
is only 30 million you know, which is you know, the whole country. 35 million today, probably. But um 
and you know, the whole of the US is 350 million? So um I think access to capital was one of the key 
decisions as to why they came to the US. Um, so they had um saved enough money to be able to purchase 
um a-their first property in Texas, which was Beaumont. Um but again, it was because of the vendors, 
the- the-the seller decided to lend money for the purchase. So vendor carried back um the, so there was a 
down payment and then the vendor carried back the paper. So that meant that you just paid the vendor the 
interest and principal every month. So, um that property did so well and and the other thing that was very 
important was that, you know, the idea of real estate and the real estate that produces. So you know, hotel 
is real estate and then of course you you there is a business from that. So you have cash flow. So, the idea 
then um was that capital was easy, properties were coming on to the market but it was you know you had 
to go find them, so they decided that wherever, whichever state that they found a property that was uh that 
had those ingredients in them, that uh they would go ahead and buy. So, starting in Texas, and then you 
know, they-they had two small properties in Seattle, and-and they you know consolidated and just came 
down to Texas. But then Houston became the base and then they found property in California, they found 
property in Pascagoula, Mississippi, they found property in Flint, Michigan, and so you know wherever 
opportunity arose, they went. So um it was interesting to work um you know in different states, different 
regulations, with different franchise companies. So working with Roadway Inns, with Quality Inns, with 
Holiday Inns, um with Sheraton, um in the early days. And then um and then of course, you know, 
looking at okay how do I- how do we diversify, and they thought okay rather than diversifying into 
different businesses in the US, they decided that they would diversify into different countries. And so 
they opened up Japan, they opened up Europe, and of course Canada later. And so um now we’re in, I 
wanna say, 16 different countries. Um and I believe there are you know I I, it all depends what they, 
because you’re buying and selling everyday. Uh but there are around I would say about three-hundred or 
more properties, um of which the Red Roof Inns, I don’t know if you know the Red Roof Inns, so that 
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belongs to the company as well. So there’s—we we act as a franchise company, and then we also are 
franchisees of other companies. 

ZC: And how many hours a week do you work? Well, at least. How many hours a week did you work 
when you were working for them? 

SM: So, um you know when it’s your own company, you don’t look at hours at all. So you are up in the 
morning and you’re at the office or at whatever property it is. And you don’t finish until 7:00. 7:30 at 
night. So it’s twelve to fourteen hour days, it just depends if you’re in the acquisition mode, you go and 
you’re there until it closes and you’re there eighteen hours. It doesn’t matter because you have to you 
know flip through, you have to make sure that operationally that um you know you close off the business 
and then start off new. But, the operation doesn’t—because this is a you know having motels or hotels, 
they’re a 24-hour business, they’re open everyday, they don’t close. So you you’re there, making sure that 
the transition happens and it’s without it’s seamless to the guests, to the customer. So um you really don’t 
look at the number of hours that you put in. But typically it was twelve hour days. Typically. 

ZC: And how has your personal faith played a role in your work? 

SM: So um, again, you know I think if you look at the company today, and you look at the number of 
people that we have in the company that-that have been with us, at least you know we have the same law 
firm, the same attorney, he was twenty-five years old and you know we were doing business together. Um 
I think everyone has grown up together. So I believe that this couldn’t happen if if there was um a a I 
guess a um um a uh I guess not having faith, you know. It takes faith to be able to step up, it takes faith to 
be able to hire the right people, to be able to do the right thing, to be able to make sure that everyone’s 
families are taken care of. Um during the down time the down circle—the-the down cycles, we did not let 
go of anyone. So, that was a true testament I think of the fact that we all stuck together, and I do believe 
that um there is that element where we feel that um because of the faith, and all of us have faith, um that 
we could all stick together and make sure that whatever needed to be done, got done. 

ZC to HP: Do you have any questions? [HP: No.] Okay. So um, I guess going to your religion, can you 
tell us about your religion and specifically the Islamic sect you belong to? 

SM: Sure, so I am an Ismaili Muslim, which means that um it’s a it’s a sect of Islam which is called Shia. 
So we believe- the Ismailis believe that we have an antecedent as in the Catholic faith. So our—we 
believe that His Highness Aga Khan, is our temporal and spiritual head. Um and he has direct lineage to 
the Prophet Muhammad. So um he guides us uh in our faith, um it is a monotheistic faith. You know, and 
it’s one of the big faiths. Islam you know is is uh as like as Christianity as Judai—Judaism as well. So we 
believe in the same God, uh we pray to the same God. But in order to interpret the Qur’an, which is the 
Bible for the Muslims, uh which as the book of Genesis in it as well, um uh we believe that uh in today’s 
times, we have to have somebody to be able to interpret it correctly, in order for it to be relevant in 
today’s times. So um the faith is very simple. Um just as in Judaism and Christianity, you make sure that 
you are- you do the best you can for everybody. So the ethical principles of the faith are very the same, as 
in Judaism and Christianity. Um, the interpretation of our faith and His Highness Aga Khan, and I was on 
the Aga Khan Foundation, the national committee. Uh because we tithe, so those monies go to His 
Highness to, and it’s very transparent as to all the work we do around the World, and the same for all the 
monies that we gift to the foundation as well. So um I was um on that committee for 11 years, so I saw 
how a lot of the funding was channeled to East Africa and into communities, fishing communities, very 
very very um simple communities that were that reached out for help uh for poverty alleviation. And um 
and so we did that by working with the elders in the community and asking them to really map out all 
their resources. Uh and of course, fishing was the major resource in that community um but you know 
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they asked us also how is it that we can get better nets. Or how is it that we can get a school, and so so 
you know making sure for poverty alleviation, you don’t just give money, you want to be able to um 
really bring up every resource base in a particular community. Because it takes decades, it’s not just you 
know $5,000, or $10,000, or $100,000 to be given to a community. It really takes decades of good work 
um to be able to pull people out of poverty. So I was able to see this transition in small communities in 
East Africa, in Pakistan, in India, in uh many of the -stans. And so, it gave me you know a good piece of 
mind to know that our monies were going to do good things. 

ZC: And are there any specific practices within this um sect that are different? 

SM: Um, not really. So nowhere in the Qur’an—so again, because of His Highness’ interpretations in 
leading all the Ismailis um through the through the you know throughout the modern world, um the 
prayers you pray, uh we-we basically pray in the morning and in the evening, but we can group our 
prayers. So in Islam, they say you have to pray five times. Um but with us, we group our prayers such 
where we don’t have to you know necessarily take time out and pray during the day. But, you know just 
taking the Word of God during the day is a prayer. Helping somebody is a prayer. A prayer is so many 
different things to so many different people. So how do we interpret our faith in today’s world? Um, and 
that’s where he kind of guides us. So you know you have tenants, the five tenants, the five pillars of Islam 
basically, which all Muslims adhere to. And they do whatever they can. You know, we fast, we do the 
five prayers, different times for us, um. Nowhere in the Qu’ran does it say that you have to wear a Hijab, 
that’s more of a traditional practice and whoever feels that they want to do it, they do it. But it’s not 
incumbent upon us to be able to do that. So I think that and and and I think that with education, I think 
that His Highness the Aga Khan and his grandfather, they always said that if you have two children, and 
if one of them is a girl or both are girls, you want to educate the girl first, because that’s who’s going to 
lead the family and lead the community. So um I think you know the those types of ethics of being good, 
kind, compassionate, and having education, I think those are the things that um we really look at. 

ZC: And is there any like—I guess tension between different Euro-Islamic sects than maybe others or…? 

SM: So, there are tensions but I don't think, you know, if you look at um, Islam today um, you know, the 
violence that we see, the—the—the lack of interpretations um, that we hear about, you know, the wars 
that are being created the um, I think that that you know, and with—with all of what’s happened, you 
know, in the last—at least from 2011 or even from the crusades of—down to two thousand—I think that, 
you know, it’s sad that the—the faith has been hijacked by maybe 2% or 3% of the people have 
politicized the faith. Um, and I think that this happens in Judaism, it happens in Christianity as well. So, 
in Ireland you had the whole idea of all the—the, you know, the Protestants and the Catholics. Um, and 
their wars that went on for the longest time. So, I think in every single case, it’s much more, you know, 
this whole idea of an Islamic state, this whole idea of, you know, because you’re not practicing the right 
way. There is no right way or wrong way in the eyes of God. So, I think that it’s important to really try to 
separate out what Islam means, it’s a—it’s a faith of compassion, it’s a faith of peace. Um, and then just 
push all the other stuff aside, you know, where it—it really doesn't help humanity. 

ZC: And how many people belong to the sect do you think worldwide? 

SM: So, the—our sect of um, Ismaili Muslims is very, very small. So, you know, you have the majority 
sect which is the Sunni sect and the Shias are maybe 15%. We are maybe less than 5% of the Shia sect. 
So, it’s a very small, progressive sect of Islam. 

ZC: And, I guess, what is, like, the sect [SM: So—] like in Houston? 

9 



 
 

 

  

             
            

          
 

        
         

 
       

          
  

          
                

          
                   

        
    

       
          

             
       

 
          

 
                   

 
    

  
    

 
                   

                     
              

        
         

          
      

  
 

              
      

 
       

           
          

    
 

        
         

    

Houston Asian American Archive 
Chao Center for Asian Studies, Rice University 

SM: So, Houston, it’s very progressive um, we have uh, eight different centers that um, that we go to for 
prayer, for congregation, um, in each and every center um, is a community center. There is um, um, early 
childhood development which involves the parent because knowing that we are an immigrant community 
um, and people are immi—immigrating from India or Pakistan or anywhere. Um, they have to learn um, 
about education in this country. So, early childhood development and even—prenatal even. So, birth to 
three, three to six. Um, having libraries in there um, so going from birth to elderly. So, making sure that 
the elders are integrated as well, making sure they have a place to come to, to be able to speak, to be able 
to you know, learn things, and to be relevant today. So, everything happens in these particular centers. So, 
it’s wonderful that um, we’re in Houston but—and—it—Houston affords us to be able to do the things 
that we do. So, we have a council um, and [someone sniffs in background] the council is uh, you know, 
Texas-based. Um, and there’s a council in each—or Southwest council which takes care of maybe you 
know Oklahoma and other small areas around, basically but uh, uh, this council is—within the council 
you have members of education, members of communication, members for um, eco—economic planning. 
You have um, social welfare as well. Uh, we all fundraise, we make sure that there’s nobody in the 
community that is lacking for anything. And um, you know, early childhood is extremely important 
because then the mothers, they learn with the children and they become incredible um, members of the 
community wherever they are. Where the children go to school, they will always volunteer. The parents 
always volunteer and that’s huge because then they really get their part and pa—parcel of that child’s 
education process. And—which is really, really important. So, that they understand what education means 
and how to channel their child um, to be able to get the best possible. 

ZC to HP: Do you have any questions before we move on to…? Okay. 

HP: Oh, I guess did your, like, family practice this sect or did you [SM: Yeah] grow into it? 

SM: No, no, no. 

HP: So, you grew up? 

SM: So, we grew up. Yeah. [HP: Okay] So, my family history has been um, uh, in service basically in 
terms of uh, taking positions um, in whichever um, I guess area of responsibility within the councils. So, 
my father was the president of the council in Africa. Um, his father was the president also. So, I mean, it 
was—and you serve for um, I guess your term barred now for two terms to two, three year terms. Um, but 
um, for the most part it, you know, you are appointed by his highness the Aga Khan and so you then carry 
forth really what the mission is going to be. So, yeah. So, we’ve been Ismailis from even my great-great-
great grandfather’s time. And so really it was—and—and plus it was his guidance that helped us to be— 
for us to be where we are today. So, we’re really grateful and thankful for that and and it’s a pleasure to 
serve the community in any way that we can. 

ZC: Okay, so we’re gonna kind of talk about the Aga Khan [SM: Yes] condition. So, let me see. So, what 
has your involvement been from the beginning? 

SM: So, like I said, in the beginning, um coming to Canada where there wasn't a structure because now 
we have had maybe 7,000 Ismailis coming into Canada but into, you know, different provinces in Canada. 
So, we were in Vancouver and um, my father along with his peers, you know, went to a local church at 
that time and um, asked the deacons there and the priests there, you know, “wou—would it be possible 
for us to congr—to get one of the rooms to- for us to congregate in on a Friday evening and uh, the— 
Friday or Saturday and Sunday just for the weekends first of all.” Um and they said, “absolutely no 
problem.” So, it was really wonderful to be able to go to the church and um, that’s when our lay ministry 
then approached me and said, “would you be able to teach S—or run Sunday school?” ‘Cause I guess I 
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was the eldest of the kids there and so, you know, so, um, so really my—my involvement started from 
there. So, I was what? Maybe fifteen, fifteen and a half at that time? Um, and I always uh, maintained um, 
that that level of involvement um so, then I was appointed to um, an education board um, and I served on 
that particular board and then when I came to the US, again, you know, that service continued. Um, and 
so initially you know the community was very small here. It was maybe two or three hundred people. 
Um, but then it’s grown now to twenty-five thousand people. So, it’s very much more structured, it’s very 
much more um, um, uh, I guess, the vision is much larger as well because you've got children, you’ve got 
elders, you’ve got everything, and education, the whole…continuum basically from early childhood right 
through to continuous—to continuing education. Um, and how do we then bring um…I would say not 
young adults but uh, you know, people that have come into or immigrants and asking them to look at 
different vocations or for women even to look at cottage industry to, you know, how do we get them into 
nursing and how do we get them to jumpstart their life basically over here. So, I have served I think from 
that point when I was fifteen and a half through to formally in different capacities um, and onto the 
foundation basically um, for uh, the past oh gosh, I would say thirty-five to forty years. So, service in that 
capacity is normal. Um, and—and like I said before it’s a—it’s a pleasure to—to do this work because 
you really are um, watching children grow, you know? Going to college uh, and uh, coming back to be 
incredible young, you know, community members. So, it’s a pleasure to see that. 

ZC: And so, do you still currently serve on the national committee or any of those foundations? 

SM: So, no. I—I rolled off in uh June of last year but because there's different um, you never—you 
never—even though you don’t have a title, there’s always some way to serve. Um, so, even today, um, 
His Highness has and what—what you know is peaked my interest a bit today is the museum is the Aga 
Khan Museum in Toronto is uh, five years old now and it is the only Islamic art—strictly Islamic art 
museum in North America. And um, I am a big uh, fundraiser to that as well and um, and I want others to 
be able to take a look at it and and be able to um, look at Islam um, from a different lens and also from a 
contemporary lens because they have contemporary um, exhibits as well as the traditional. Um, and so, 
um, I’m—I’m still working. 

ZC: And so, okay, what was your, I guess, responsibilities as part of the national committee? 

SM: So, again each one of us had different responsibilities. I think that um there was governance, um, 
fundraising, um, you know, just going out, to see the projects and trying to figure out, you know, how to 
encourage different partnerships with different foundations as well. So, I took on that role and that—that 
really interested me a lot um because it really gave me the opportunity to go out into the communities and 
seeing what are the needs. And when you go into communities where there's no electricity, where there's 
no access to education, there's no access to healthcare, there’s no access to food security, there’s no 
access period. And there's so many communities like that in this world. Um, it gives you time to pause 
and think. First of all to appreciate everything that we had but to know that my ancestry came from that 
too. That if it wasn't because of His Highness's work, um, we would be nowhere we would be, you know, 
I think we would just be nowhere. So, the fact that, you know, looking at community and looking at how 
we harness every single member of the community to be able to advance it and move the agenda forward 
over you know decades. So I think that that gave me a lot of um prospective um, to think that people 
don’t have to be in that place. They can move themselves forward if they choose to. 

ZC: And what did you enjoy about serving on the national committee? 

SM: So, like I said, just being able to get out into the communities and being able to look and um, over a 
period of ten years, you know, watching a community flourish s—where just with a little help and a little 
um, push, and a little um, I wanna say um, direction and it’s not just men in the community, it’s women. 
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We chose not to work with communities where only the men were decision makers. It was men and 
women together. Um, if we didn’t have the women on board, whether they were a very um strict um, 
Muslim community or whether they were a Christian community that felt that the women didn’t have to 
be decision makers, um, we said, “no, we will come when you are ready to both come and join the 
conversation.” So, things like that and then governance. How to be able to look at governance and how 
the community would be able to save as a whole and how the community would make decisions based on 
the money saved to advance either education or, you know, and trying to advance economic development 
um, food security, so things like that to—to watch a community thrive and flourish. And to watch the 
children being able to thrive and flourish as well. So, those are the things that gave me immense joy. 

ZC and HP [whispering to each other] 

HP: How have you, like, integrated your Islmaic faith into your work with the Aga Khan foundation? 

SM: So, um, I think that um, today I serve on um, some—some subcommittees, you know, subcommittee 
of Islamic art basically with uh, with the—the um, the uh, Museum of Fine Arts Houston um, I think it 
was important at that time also this started up ten years ago. We’re now in our eleventh year but ten years 
ago, you know, different Muslims in Houston said, “oh my goodness. We need to start and after 9/11 
specifically. Uh, we need to start looking at how we educate the population in Houston.” So, at that time, 
the director uh, of the museum um, you now, said, “Let’s try it. Let’s go for it and let’s see where it— 
where it—where it ends up.” And so, we started that section up and um, very happy to say that uh, the 
museum has um, the ability now here to show up to a thou—a thousand um, artifacts uh, from the Muslim 
world. Um, with with many of the benefactors from um, um, from Kuwait, um, you know, that have given 
their—their items here for a long-term loan. Um, so that has been really good in terms of trying to educate 
through arts and culture. Uh, my work with Asia Society also on the women's leadership area, um again, 
how do—how do we educate? How do we bring um, incredible leaders to Houston to be able to tell their 
story? To be able to --as we just brought in Indra Nooyi, um, who was the head of Pepsi Cola and 
listening to her and um, asking and having the students, university students, grade twelve students and, 
you know, having them learn about what their what—what she brought—what she brought to the table 
and why she was so successful. 

So, I think that whole realm of education and I also serve on um, Methodist Hospital’s um, 
immunotherapy section. Where again it’s, you know, the idea of science and um, the idea today of where 
health is going to—to, you know, where it’s—where it’s going to take place or, you know, the advances 
in healthcare. So, the idea of immunotherapy basically, you know, with cancers: how do you build the 
immune systems of a um sick person or of a healthy person for that matter? And um, where—how it is 
this medicine will-will be able to work with better or healthier systems and such right for the future. So 
um, again, it’s all just education and the trying to expand knowledge and I think knowledge, knowledge 
because in Islam, knowledge is really important. Um, I think that the first word that when the revelations 
to the prophet came down um, God spoke or, you know, to the prophet and—and the first word was “read 
or right Iqra.” The—the—th—the um, I guess the translation really is knowledge. Um, so knowledge 
everywhere is—is key because without knowledge we would be nowhere and so the advancement of 
knowledge in whatever it may be is really, really key today. And that’s how we interpret the faith with 
knowledge. 

ZC and HP [whispering to each other] 

HP: Mm. Okay. So um, so you did um, the American Leadership core Forum class of twenty-seven? 
[SM: Twenty-seven] Okay, yeah. So, kind of what made you join this kind of class? 
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SM: So, this is a whole nomination process and um, so Susana Wong who was with ALF at that time 
nominated me. And um, so I was a little intrigued now. They don’t tell you exactly what ALF does or so, 
it was just one of those nominations and I was intrigued and um, they invite you to a dinner and they 
announce the class, and uh, and you go through a series of um, learning. I think it, you know, not so much 
bonding but learning. Everyone has a story. Everyone, you know, I -- growing up, I don’t think that and 
for some reason or the other I don’t think that I ever understood what LGBT was. I didn’t really 
understand the different sects of Christianity except for just Catholicism and um, you know, Protestants. 
I—you know, that was British history and, you know, the King and, you know, the Church basically 
and—and so really you don’t really get to understand a lot of these things and it was only through ALF 
that my whole vision of this world changed. And the—and to understand and to be able to know that 
whoever it is that I—that you interact with or that I interact with had this story and their story was as 
profound and as important as my story is. And just collectively to understand issues and to be able to have 
dialogue and to be able to, to really go deep um, where they may be just surface acceptance. But no, this 
is really deep acceptance of a person and their values. So, that was really profound that- those six months 
took me to a whole different level of—and I thought, you know, coming from where gosh, having to sit 
down with communities where they had nothing and to really look at people at a level for them to be able 
to expose themselves and, you know, to where they—they—it was very difficult, you know, in some 
communities to accept help and to, and to understand that this help comes with no strings attached. So, 
you know, at that level that was something very different. At this level, it was very profound to 
understand how people come to be and to accept who they are for what they are. And that was an 
extraordinary, extraordinary um journey for me. And the fact that, you know, finally our, our program and 
and understanding education and how do we then look at um, you know, doing a project that um, that 
would help young people in um, the Mexican community, one of the Mexican communities in Houston. 
Um, and being able to work with them and affording them um, um, any help that we, we could get them, 
you know, so that—that—that was a wonderful project that we culminated with. 

HP: Mmh. How many people were in your class? 

SM: Um, I want to say twenty? 

HP: And I guess, how often did the classes meet? 

SM: So, we met once a month or maybe twice in a month? Every—I want to say every three to six weeks. 
It just depended th—you know, sometimes it didn’t work because people were busy or whatever. And so 
um, but we had to have a definite quorum um because, you know, every single class was some experience 
and so um, it was six months and it ended up with a um, a—us going on a retreat, on a four day retreat to 
Colorado and, you know, trying to climb up this mountain. [laughs] It was not an easy mountain to climb 
up and, you know, we, you know, it was challenging for a lot of people. Um, but how do you help 
everybody and how do you encourage everybody and how do you make sure the whole team gets to 
where we’re supposed to be? And so that was the whole point. And the—and having trust and having the 
ability to—to count on another person to help. 

HP: And I guess going to your personal life, so um how did you meet your husband? 

SM: So, my husband and I, well, we, you know, in Uganda, our friends, our parents’ friends were, you 
know, and their families were family friends and so we, we congregated, you know, we—when we all 
met it was a group of maybe fifty, fifty-five people. And it was family or friends of family or friends and 
friends. And so it just so happened that one day I was ten years old at that time and my husband, you 
know, was eleven and we both came back from boarding school. He was in a school in England. I was at 
boarding school in Kenya and um, he came up and shook my hand and introduced himself and he said, 
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“Would you like to play cricket?” So I said, “Yes, of course. Let’s go!” So we—the group of us, maybe 
twelve of us went, you know, over and we were at somebody’s place for dinner and um we, we just went 
to the grounds in the garden and played French cricket and um, yeah. So then it was just phone call, hello, 
how are you, um, we are all going to be going to this or going to that or playing some sport. And so that’s 
how I got to know my husband. So, I’ve known him since I was ten years old. [laughs] 
HP: I guess, how did you guys start dating? 

SM: So, it wasn't until, you know, because well, being so little it, it- you know, we weren't—he was a 
very good friend I wou—I should say. He was a very good friend, very loyal friend I wa—I want to say. 
Um, we always wrote letters, you know, um as children and growing up we always did meet. It was not 
frequently because we’re on different ends and uh, it wasn’t until Canada when um, and he was at school 
in Seattle and I was at school in Vancouver and it was again, over the summer and, you know, um we 
were at somebody's or I wanna say gathering. We had many picnics. So, either a picnic or some 
gathering, and he showed up and uh, I said, “Oh my gosh! It’s you! I haven't seen you in so long!” But we 
kept in touch but not really kept in touch so it wasn't really until I was seventeen years old that we kind of 
dated again. But I’d known him since I was ten. [laughs] 

HP: Where did you get married? 

SM: Where? In—I got married in ‘83 and I was almost twenty-six years old. Yeah. 

HP: Okay. 

SM: In Vancouver. 

HP: And can you tell us about your children? 

SM: So, I have—we have two daughters uh, one ca—graduated and came to Rice um, and she was so 
happy to be here. She was- she loved Rice, she was Martell um, and she graduated here I think in 2012. 
And then went off to U-so, so going back to—having the children um, again it was, you know, what— 
where is it they can be placed? So, they went to—off to preschool, you know, and we had early childhood 
development. They went to preschool and graduated from high school but they said— um middle school 
we were in Japan and they came back to Houston. They said, “okay. We’re done, you know, our school 
here is just too little and uh, we want to go off to boarding school.” And that was kind of like a shock to 
us, like you know. “Okay. Really? Boarding school? There’s no other school in Houston that you would 
be happy in?” They said, “No. Because our friends are speak five languages and, you know, they were in 
the—the underground system in Japan and they could navigate themselves and they spoke Japanese.” 
They learned Hiragana and Katakana and um, they were so blown away by the fact that all their friends 
spoke four or five languages and they have traveled the world and done everything. And so they said, 
“Uh-nuh we’re not going back to that school. A lot of our friends are going to boarding school so that’s 
where we’re going.” I said, “Okay.” They chose to go to boarding school um, in the northeast and uh 
from there, one went to Cornell and one came to Rice. And um, both love their experiences um, the older 
one, my older one wanted um, um or, you know, a school away from the city. Shamsa decided, my 
younger one decided, “No I want to be in a city in a um, in a school that is going to allow us to work 
within the city as well and really get to know the city.” 

So, one went off and got her degree in government and um, and worked uh, as a consultant actually. Um, 
nothing in government but however, um she went off then to USC to get her masters. Uh, her MBA there 
um, but her passion is still women and women’s issues and she’s s—working in a startup today to be able 
to uh look at women with postpartum depression and um, how to be able to serve women with postpartum 
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with nutrition um, so that the depression part of it and to allow them to have a community around them. 
And really with the um, ultimate goal to change business so that they can look at perhaps um, a six 
month, you know, um, time for new mothers to be at home with their child or with a new parent to be 
with their child basically. These six months, the parent, the mother can settle in. Either parent, father, 
mother so to have, you know, a mother and then a father for six months so they can bond with the child, 
they can at least help themselves a little bit, so that’s her passion. Um, and with the one that went here, 
she um, said, “I’m not going to a cold climate. I’m going to stay in the South.” So, she went to UNC and 
she did urban planning with her MBA there. And she’s working with our company and her big mantra is 
uh, workforce housing. And especially looking at the needs in Houston after Harvey and, you know, she 
roomed with maybe six, six girls um, off-campus and she understood that the ones that were teaching that 
had gone to—you know that were working with um, um, with KIPP but more with Teach for America, 
the fact that they uh weren't making a wage where they could e—you know, afford their own homes or 
they had to share homes or whatever. So, she’s really struck with the idea of affordable housing and uh, 
the needs in Houston for affordable housing so, that’s her passion today. So, we’re—we’re very proud of 
them that they’re working for, you know, they have their own mission, vision—vision, mission. [laughs] 

HP: And how old are your children? 

SM: So, my older one, Selema got married last year. She’s thirty-one. And Shamsa turns thirty in a few 
weeks. So, yeah. [laughs] 

HP: And so how do you manage like work-life balance? 

SM: Oh, gosh. I am very fortunate to be in a position where I can attend board meetings and yet do what I 
want to do so um, it is important for me to meditate every day, to be able to exercise every day, to be able 
to be happy as my children are happy or my is husband happy to be able to serve my family and to serve 
it especially today when my father-in-law was walking, talking he is eighty-eight years-old. Um, you 
know, up until June and then his liver failed and uh, we ended up flying in here to Houston to Methodist 
and now he’s in a long term acute care facility and he doesn't recognize anybody and it’s very, very hard 
to see this. But knowing that we’re there for him and he- I think somewhere in his brain understands that 
he’s safe and no matter what happens to him I think that somewhere in his brain he knows we’re doing 
the best that we can for him. So, that gives me a lot of pause and a lot of um, reflection and something to 
be thankful for. And still helping our community in whatever, you know, it—our group our general 
community, our, you know, the faith-based community, the community that we live in, having the—so, I 
became a citizen in uh, June of this year. Mmh that makes me think we were um, residents of Houston but 
uh, we never thought that we would ever be—we thought that we would go back to Canada but, you 
know, what happened to my father-in-law in Canada and we said, “Mmh. I don’t think we’re going back 
because really this is our home; this is where we built community.” And so we became citizens in June 
and I voted today and that was huge! That was really important for me and um, I feel really proud of that 
and so again, so doing whatever we can in our little spheres and globally and inward um, I think it’s— 
it's—it’s wonderful. It gives me great pleasure to do what I do. 

HP: And do you have any hobbies? 

SM: Hobbies. Um, I attempt to play the piano. I attempt to keep taking classes at Berlitz for Spanish. 
[chuckles] Um, really those are the two things um, I’ve had in the last two years I’ve, you know, been the 
point person for my, my side of the family to um, really close up a lot of chapters um, um, of my father’s 
um, investments. And finally, putting those off and selling everything and, you know, making sure that 
my sister’s organized and I’m organized with all of that. So, that’s taken up a lot of my time in the last 
two years and I’m so relieved and happy. So, maybe the next little while—so, we have our little 
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investment-- so aside from the company, we have our family investments. And so um, looking at those, I 
think will be my next hobby for, you know, hobby. [laughs] How to read—how do we then integrate our 
daughters into um, a life and with hopefully th—they get—my younger one gets married and with their 
children, how to integrate them into our family, basically. And that’s going to be my big hobby. [laughs] 

HP: And do you travel often? 

SM: We do. Uh, as I said, these last two years have been pretty busy for me so I’ve gone to Pakistan, I’ve 
gone to East Africa, to wrap up a lot of my family assets. Um, but we’ve traveled extensively because of 
my husband’s work, um and then for the last eleven years, I’ve traveled very extensively um, you know, 
going to areas where we’re serving communities basically. So, we’ve traveled quite extensively 
throughout the world and I think for that, every—everybody—wou—if they get an opportunity to go 
somewhere totally different, they need to do that. 

HP: And I guess what are your future plans for the next five to ten years? 

SM: As I said, well, first of all, you know, from my—my family-- our little family of four. We’re just 
now five because we have our son-in-law. But I’m hoping it will be six and I’m hoping they’ll be more. 
[laughs] And that would give me great pleasure to watch them grow and become incredible contributors 
to society. 

HP: Mmh. Um, I guess what keeps you motivated? 

SM: You know, young people. I think that you all keep me motivated. [HP and SM laugh] You know, for 
as much horror that you see in this world today, um, the atrocities that are shown left and right on TV, I 
think it’s a good thing to just switch it off and really get out and see the hope and the happiness. Um, and 
that—that really is what gives you hope. Um, the—one of you is gonna be spark to do something so 
incredible that we will not have issues with climate change um, or collectively you, you are able to look at 
solutions um, for plastics to be taken out of this water. Um, and that we don’t see, you know, birds with 
trash in their gut or fish with plastic in them or whatever. And hopefully we’ll have the scientists that will 
cure cancer or whatever it is. You know there’s so much hope. There’s so much hope. And it’s young 
people that are gonna be able to do this. 

HP to ZC: Do you have any more questions that you wanna cover? Mmh. Okay. Do you have anything 
else that you would like to add? 

SM: No, I think that this has been a wonderful conversation. Um, I’m so happy that you are doing this 
um, and I’m sure that you’ve had many people that have—have been a little more eloquent than [laughs] 
my rambling but [laughs] but uh, yeah but that’s my story. 

HP and ZC: Thank you so much. 

SM: Thank you and I appreciate it and thanks for doing this and continuing to do this. I hope it’s, you 
know, going to—I think that um, um, Mrs. Chao has a wonderful um, opportunity and she’s given so 
much to the school and, you know, to the community basically, globally, internally to her community as 
well. So, um, I, you know, it’s wonderful that she’s, she’s thought about this and really thought deeply 
about this and, you know, whatever if it helps somebody else, why not? [HP: Yeah] You know? That’s 
wonderful. [laughs] 
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HP: So, thank you. 

SM: Okay, great 

HP: Awesome 

SM: So um, that’s it? 

HP: That’s it. 

SM: So um, I’ll turn this over to Pricilla then? 

HP: We’ll take it. 

SM: You’ll take it? Okay. Perfect. Wonderful. 

[End of Interview] 
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