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.International Education Week (IEW) was celebrated in November with a wide variety of
events and activities hosted by OISS, Brasil@Rice, Study Abroad, and many other offices and
departments all across the campus. Here are a few highlights from our wonderful week of celebrating international education and the remarkable international population at Rice University.
We kicked off IEW on the previous Saturday with an annual
tradition, the Mini Soccer World Cup. In this friendly tournament four teams – Africa, Americas, Asia and Europe – competed for fame and the coveted IEW Mini Soccer World Cup
trophy! Team Africa went undefeated in the tournament and
was crowned as the IEW Mini Soccer World Cup Champions
2016.
OISS hosted an appreciation luncheon for the Presidents of the
international students clubs and organizations at Rice. This
event, also an IEW tradition, is a wonderful opportunity for us
to show our appreciation and gratitude for the work these
amazing student leaders do for their respective populations,
and give them an opportunity to network and advertise their
cultural events. We were also fortunate to have Mr. Kazimir
Karwowski, Executive Director of RCEL, as our VIP guest!
On the Thursday of IEW, OISS invited 80 international students and scholars for a traditional
Thanksgiving meal. We enjoyed a wonderful meal and great conversation as we discussed the
history and meaning of Thanksgiving, holiday plans,
and other wonderful topics.
We wrapped up IEW on the Monday after the week
officially ended by hosting an International Coffee
Break in partnership with the Graduate Student
Association (GSA). International student clubs and
organizations from Iran, Brazil, Latin America, Korea,
China and India provided delicious treats from their
respective countries, and it was the perfect way to
conclude Rice’s International Education Week.
In addition to these highlights, IEW 2016 included an International Student Day at the Rice
Owls volleyball game, Cooking with Brasil@Rice lesson on how to make Brazilian cheese
bread, a meet and greet with Rice’s ESL students, a library tour hosted in Chinese, several study
abroad focused events hosted by Rice’s Study Abroad Office, a series of conversations with
representatives from Houston’s consular corps, and much more. For a complete list of events
and participating departments and offices, please visit http://oiss.rice.edu/iew.
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Letter from the Executive Director
Dear Rice International Students & Scholars,
Each New Year brings opportunities to start again and new surprises. This year has had
extreme surprises. We, at the OISS, are honored to continue to work with you, celebrate
your successes, seek to help you through challenges, and keep you updated on any changes.
Already, 2017 is bringing great opportunities and challenges. As always, with updates in
the immigration laws affecting academic international students and scholars, the OISS
staff is doing all we can to keep abreast (and keep you updated) of any changes. We will continue to have specialized workshops and informational updates throughout the year. To find updates on the Executive Order of
01/27/2017, visit http://oiss.rice.edu/immigrationupdates/ This landing site will update you on information and
resources as they continue to change daily (sometimes hourly!).
We are very grateful that you are here with us at Rice. We hope this is your best year ever, and we are committed to
doing whatever we can to support you as you need it. Do not hesitate to contact the OISS to set up an appointment
to see a trained OISS advisor to discuss any immigration and personal issues.
Always grateful for you,

Adria L. Baker, Ed.D.
Executive Director, Office of International Students & Scholars
Associate Vice Provost for International Education
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Imagining the Future for Immigration in the USA
By Adria Baker

The USA has a new Administration at the helm. During our very
public campaign, immigration topics were debated openly, and even
now some changes are unfolding for non-immigrant visa holders.
What will the future hold for immigration issues? We do know that it
takes time for a bill to move through Congress but regulatory “fixes”
and Executive Orders can sometimes be quick. Yet they still need to
go through a formal process for approval or appeals. Executive Orders, such as what was made on 01/27/2017, can be
confusing, and there are more questions than answers. We promise to monitor and update the http://oiss.rice.edu/
immigrationupdates/ page with updated resources as we can.
We will confirm that the Office of International Students & Scholars (OISS) will be very active in helping educate our
new lawmakers on policies and laws that we need for the USA to always be a welcoming place for international students and scholars. Strong international education exchange is critical for the USA and our relationships with countries
around the world. Again, I guarantee that the OISS will keep you abreast of any changes as quickly as we learn about
them. We promise to stay engaged in the conversations and do what we can to affect any positive changes.
On February 2, 2017, the OISS sponsored an Immigration Seminar by Judy Lee and Kari Blackman of
Foster Global. To see the slides, updated memo, and
watch the presentation, visit: http://oiss.rice.edu/
immigrationupdates/
You are always welcome to make an appointment to
discuss your concerns with an OISS advisor. We may
not have all the answers but we will do our best to
find out to help you make the best decisions for yourself as possible. Also, it helps us to know what your
concerns are.

Andrea Machado Romero
&
Agnes Jiang

2017 iPREP Sr. Leaders!!!!
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Tax Time Is Almost Here...Again!!!
by Sandra Bloem-Curtis

Having to file your taxes every year may not sound like fun, but it is a legal requirement that must be met. Fortunately, OISS has resources to help!
Every international student, scholar and their dependents (including spouses and
children) must file a tax return with the IRS if they were present in the US for any
length of time in 2016. The deadline for filing your tax forms with the US government is April 15, 2017.
Over the last few years, international students and scholars have experienced significant complications and delays
with submitting their tax returns and with receiving the refunds they were due. While OISS will do what we can to
assist, we also need you to keep us informed of any complications that you may encounter. To simplify your filing
process, we recommend the following:
Visit http://oiss.rice.edu/tax for updated tips, resources, information
Purchase a $2 software license to Glacier Tax Prep (GTP) to prepare your tax return documents (stay tuned to
OISS-Announce for details and availability around mid-March)
Attend the free tax workshop on February 22, 2017. Be sure to bring your questions!
Make sure to keep copies of all your tax forms before you send them off to the IRS! And while OISS does not
have any tax experts on staff and cannot answer specific tax questions, we will be happy to guide to you resources
that can help.
Additional resources available on the OISS website: http://oiss.rice.edu/tax

Tax Workshop – We all need it!
Thanks to the wonderful firm of Briggs & Viselka, Co., we will be trained on our tax form requirements!
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, February 22, 2017!
All internationals will need to file some kind of file tax form in Spring 2017, for the calendar year prior (2016).

Tax Workshop Details:
Who: Tax Experts from Briggs & Viselka, Co.
When: Wednesday, February 22, 2017
Time: 4-5:30pm
Where: Keck 100
This is a free seminar for all Rice international students & scholars. Plan now to attend. More information to come about a tax license you can sign up for in the OISS in the spring, as well.
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We Are Here for You!
By Vanessa Uribe
Moving to a new country also means encountering lots of new challenges that are difficult to tackle if English is not your first language
or you don’t know many people yet. The Office of International Students and Scholars is more than just an office where your immigration paperwork gets done, we are also here to help you in all aspects of your transition to the U.S. If we’re not able to help, we can always guide you to someone that will. Below are some of the resources we have available for you. We hope you can take advantage of
some, if not all of them and always feel free to ask when in doubt. :)
Housing:
Temporary: http://explore.rice.edu/explore/Hotel.asp.
Permanent: http://housing.rice.edu/
Opening a U.S. Bank Account: https://oiss.rice.edu/practicalresources/
Cell Phones and Calls: https://oiss.rice.edu/practicalresources/
English Classes: http://oiss.rice.edu/english-class/
Winter Events (updated in November): http://oiss.rice.edu/content.aspx?id=2147484075
Employment Resources: https://oiss.rice.edu/studentwork/
Taxes: http://oiss.rice.edu/tax/
Dependents: http://oiss.rice.edu/dependent/ (F Visa) and http://oiss.rice.edu/dependents/
(J Visa)
Driving in the U.S.: http://oiss.rice.edu/driving/

Did You Know That
Colombia...
By Vanessa Uribe
1. Is one of seven countries that the United Nations has identified as major future food exporters? Just about any crop, from
broccoli to mangoes, is grown somewhere in Colombia.
2. Colombia is bound by the Pacific Ocean to the west and the Caribbean to the north. The Amazon runs along its southern border,
and the Andes run north to south, giving the country a huge variety of climates and ecosystems.
3. Per square foot, Colombia is the most bio-diverse country in the world. It has more species of birds and frogs than any country in the world, as well as over 2000 plant species that have yet to be identified.
4. It is particularly well-endowed with orchids: it has more varieties than any other country in the world, many of which cannot be
found anywhere else.
5. Colombia is the oldest parliamentary democracy in South America.
6. Colombia is the second biggest exporter of cut flowers in the world (the Netherlands is the biggest)
7. It is the fourth biggest country in South America. It is about the same size as France, Spain and Portugal combined, or Texas
and California put together.
8. Colombians get 70% of their electric power from hydro. Their country’s rivers and winds are capable of supplying their energy
needs twice over.
9. Colombia has more freshwater than the United States and Canada put together.
10. The isolated villages of the Pacific department of Choco receive more rainfall than anywhere else on earth.
11. Corinto, in the department of Cauca, is the only place in the world where chickens have learned how to swim, which they do
in order to mate with the ducks that live on an island in the local river.
Source: http://www.tomfeiling.com/colombia.html
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Exploring Houston
by Priscilla Von Sorella

Houston’s spring season is filled with a variety of exciting
events! Organizations of all backgrounds host
anticipated annual affairs attracting Houstonians for
unique experiences throughout the city. These culture-rich
events are certain not to disappoint! Take a look at just a
few highlights of the many upcoming festivities
below.
2017 Lunar New Year Festival
Saturday, January 28, 2017

Houston International Film Festival
April 21-30, 2017

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
March 7-26, 2017

Japan Festival Houston
May 6-7, 2017

Bayou City Art Festival
March 24-26, 2017

Comicpalooza
Texas’s Largest Comic & Pop Culture Event
May 12-14, 2017

CPT/OPT Workshop Schedule
By Elizabeth Thomas

Interested in off-campus work opportunities?
Making post-graduation plans?
Obtain information and answers to your
questions at one of our CPT/OPT workshops this
spring!
We recommend reviewing our CPT & OPT online tutorials before attending a workshop.
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Juliana Kenj

Meet Our New International Advisors

By Jenny Brydon

Q: What is your role in the OISS?
A: J International Advisor
Q: What is the best way to contact you?
A: You can contact me by email at jkenj@rice.edu or by phone at 713-3486095
Q: Have you ever lived or worked abroad?
A: I am originally from Brazil, but have been here in US since 2006. Have
spent a Summer in Indonesia for a volunteer work.
Q: Do you have any advice for international students and scholars?
A: Always ask questions, make friends, talk to your friends and look out for help. Don’t forget to exercise body and
mind!
Q: What is one of your favorite places in Houston?
A: My favorite place in Houston is the museum district area. Lot of fun/cultural activities
Q: Is there anything else that you would like to share with the international community . . .
A: Enjoy your experience, explore the opportunity to learn and study, make lots of friends: you are not alone!

Elizabeth Thomas
By Jenny Brydon
Q; What is your role in the OISS?
A: I am a new International Advisor for F visa holders. I can answer your questions related to
CPT, OPT, RCL, cultural adaptation, etc. I also assist with some events, orientations, and
workshops. I am excited to be part of the OISS team and serve Rice’s international population!
Q: What is the best way to contact you?
A: By email: emt9@rice.edu
Q: Have you ever lived or worked abroad?
A: I am from Houston, but I lived in Spain for over three years and married a Spaniard! I also
spent a couple months studying in Argentina and working in Italy.
Q: Do you have any advice for international students and scholars?
A: Get out of the house (or the library, the lab, etc.) and explore! It’s hard to make memories
of your time here while staring at a screen. There are many outstanding restaurants, museums, and events in Houston and the surrounding
area.
Q: What is one of your favorite places in Houston?
A: I like Buffalo Bayou Park. You can take a boat tour here or visit the Police Officers’ Memorial to get nice views of downtown.
Q: Is there anything else that you would like to share with the international community . . .
A; We care about protecting your immigration status and ensuring your well-being. You are so important to us, and we sincerely appreciate
your contributions to American society!
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Volunteering in the United States
By Elizabeth Thomas

Where am I planning to volunteer?
Under the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), you may
not volunteer services to for-profit private sector employers. Often, individuals may volunteer services to nonprofit or community organizations with public service,
religious, or humanitarian objectives.
Why am I volunteering?
To advance my career or to eventually get a job with the
organization – requires authorization.
To offer help for charitable or humanitarian reasons (out
of the kindness of your ) – may not require authorization.

What requires authorization and what doesn’t?

Is the opportunity related to my major of study?
Yes – probably requires authorization.
No – may not require authorization.

American culture values volunteerism. It is a great way to
give back to your community or to those less fortunate
than you. However, as international students and scholars, you need to take more care to ensure that your volunteer activities do not require authorization.

Will I be reimbursed in any way for my work?
Yes – requires authorization. Remember, remuneration
includes a variety of non-monetary benefits, such as free
housing, food, gifts, etc.
No – may not require authorization.

If you want to volunteer your time, there are plenty of
opportunities in the Houston area! Ways to help include:
 Serving meals at a soup kitchen or a homeless shelter
 Caring for animals at an animal shelter
What is volunteering? When an individual donates time  Cleaning up a park or beach
to an organization whose primary purpose is charitable or  Reading to kids at the library
humanitarian in nature, without remuneration or any oth-  Helping build a home with Habitat for Humanity
er type of compensation. True volunteer activities do not
However, the line between volunteer work and unpaid
require authorization.
work is blurry. Just because a place offers “volunteer”
What is work that requires authorization? When an
opportunities, does not mean that you will not be renderindividual provides services or labor for an employer for ing services. It is always good to speak with an OISS adsome type of compensation or benefit. NOTE – this can visor before participating in volunteer work. You can
include unpaid work! Unpaid internships generally reschedule an appointment by calling 713-348-6095 or
quire authorization and do not qualify as “volunteer” acemailing oiss@rice.edu.
tivity.
To determine if the opportunity you are interested in is
truly charitable in nature, ask yourself the following
questions:
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Ladies Luncheon Series
Spring 2017 Schedule
Date: Monday, 2/6/2017
Time: 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Location: GSA Captain Lounge (RMC Basement)
Description: Cultural presentation about African
Kanga Fabrics
Date: Monday, 3/6/2017
Time: 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Location: GSA Captain Lounge (RMC Basement)
Description: Volunteering culture and opportunities
in the U.S.
Date: Monday, 4/3/2017
Time: 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Location: GSA Captain Lounge (RMC Basement)
Description: End of Semester Party

COOKING TIME: Brigadeiro
By Juliana Kenj
I am sure you have heard about the delicious Brazilian cheese bread, but today I want
to introduce you to one of the most beloved sweets in Brazil: Brigadeiro. Creamy in
the inside and crunchy in the outside, this bonbon is sometimes called Brazilian truffle
and it is a must-try for chocolate lovers. Brigadeiro is easy to make and a must have in
any birthday party. Kids and adults love it! Try it and you won’t regret!
Makes about 30 units
Ingredients:
2 tablespoons butter
1 can (16 oz.) sweetened condensed milk
3 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa
Chocolate sprinkles, for rolling
Directions:
In a medium sauce pan over medium heat, add the butter, condensed milk and cocoa powder. Cook,
constantly stirring, until the mixture thickens and you can see large air bubbles forming on the surface;
about 10 minutes (you must be able to see quite a bit of the bottom of the pan.) Remove from heat and
transfer to a plate. Let it cool to room temperature.
Grease hands with butter or cooking spray. Take small amounts of mixture (about 1 teaspoon) and roll
into a ball. Roll the ball over chocolate sprinkles and place them on small size candy cups. Serve at
room temperature or refrigerate until serving.
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How Did Rice’s Owls Spend the Winter Break?
By Agnes Vajtai
If you imagined winter time and the Holiday season in Houston
would it include snowflakes, sipping hot cocoa with friends or
perhaps getting a surprise gift? How about a trip to one of the
city’s most fun places, cheering for the local basketball team, or
working in a public garden with your fellow internationals?
Although OISS could not arrange for snow, but had all the rest
covered during this year’s Winter Events. We have visited popular and well-known places like the Houston Museum of Natural Science and the Houston Zoo, and organized new events
such as the white elephant party, and volunteering at the
McGovern Centennial Gardens. We also chatted over lunch,
cheered for the Houston Rockets, and not only had lots of fun
during these activities, but developed new
friendships and shared unforgettable memories as well.
Some of the highlights of this year’s series were the White Elephant Party and the visit to the McGovern Centennial Gardens by which students and scholars experienced two very American
cultural and traditional activities: gift giving and volunteerism. The white elephant party is a typical holiday activity included this
year to introduce a fun, friendly and interactive gift exchange game to Rice’s internationals, and working together as a Rice International group in the beautiful Hermann Park was a very meaningful and rewarding experience. The place is a paradise for garden
lovers and the gorgeous weather was only the icing on the cake!
In case you missed any of these events, next winter we will be back, and until then here are some pictures to share:
We hope that you had a chance to participate in one or more of our programs, and that you enjoyed and had as much fun as we did
organizing them. We are looking forward to seeing you at OISS’s other events.

“It’s wonderful and meaningful. I met a lot
of friends from different countries with
different cultures. We communicated with
each other and worked together in the
Hermann Park. People are friendly, lively
and life-loving. I feel really great to take
part in this volunteer activity and it’s my
happiest day in Houston..”
—Chuanmeng Yang

“Thank you for organizing
such a fun event. It was really
nice to hangout and meet
new people and also to get
nice gift. I really enjoyed it!”
–Sushma Sri Pamulapati
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OISS Has New Logos!!
By Andy Meretoja
In October, 2016, OISS announced a Logo Competition for Rice students and scholars. The artist behind the winning design would get $300, and OISS would get a
new logo. We received an impressive number of beautiful designs and in the end the
OISS staff was unable to select just one winner. Therefore we are proud to present
our two new logos!
Logo 1 was designed by Etienne Ackermann, a PhD student from South Africa.

Logo 1 by Etienne Ackerman

Logo 2 was designed by Xiaoyun Ni, a Masters student from China.
Etienne and Xiaoyun also took time from their busy schedules to answer a few interview questions for us, telling us about themselves and the stories behind their logo design.
Etienne
Q: Can you tell us a little bit about yourself and what made you want to participate in the logo competition?
A: Sure! I am from South Africa, and I am studying neuroscience and electrical engineering; IOISS has played a key role in facilitating this continued cultural exchange, and that is at least one reason why I was excited to participate in the logo design
contest. Another reason is that I simply enjoy and appreciate good design, as an amateur hobby of sorts.
Q: What was the inspiration behind your design?
A: My design is pretty simple; a globe incorporated as the O
" "in the OISS word mark. This design is actually pretty common, and
also not the first (or probably the last) time that such an approach will be used! However, there are a few more things to be said
about the design. also used the dark blue and grey colors associated with Rice, and overall I tried to strike a good balance between simplicity and elegance. I think it worked out pretty well.
Xiaoyun
Q: Can you tell us a little bit about yourself and what made you want to participate in the logo competition?
A: My name is Xiaoyun Ni. I come from Nanjing, China. Currently I am a second year graduate student at Rice School of Architecture. Because of my major, design and drawing is what I do every day, and I really
enjoy it! Also, as an international student, I have always felt supported by OISS since the first day I came to Rice, to which I was
very grateful. That is why I was inspired to
participate in the competition.
Q: What was the inspiration behind your design?
A: I wanted to design a logo specially for OISS of Rice. My idea was the Rice owl holding a globe with its wing. It means that
OISS is embracing and supporting students from around the world. I was abstracting the owl with several semicircles to make it more geometry and formal.
The logo can be used both by its own and with“-ISS”, so that it allows
flexible uses in different situations.
Keep an eye out for both logos, as they will be used widely by OISS for various
purposes! For more information about the logo competition, please see http://
oiss.rice.edu/logo-competition.
Logo 2 by Xiaoyun Ni
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Wellbeing Tips for the New Year!
By Agnes Ho, Director of Student Wellbeing, Rice University

How to take care of your wellbeing while reaching your new year goals.
Welcome back on campus everyone! I hope you had a wonderful winter break and enjoyed some time off from
school. In note of the brand-new year, Student Wellbeing is bringing you some tips that could help you navigate
2017 and the spring semester.


Make the most out of the resources on campus by reconnecting with them. Besides Student Wellbeing, there
are many other resources that can help you succeed such as Academic Advising, Student Success Initiatives,
Center for Career Development, and Center for Civic Leadership.



Set realistic goals. New Year’s resolution could be a great tool to motivate yourself, but don’t let it burden you
with too lofty of expectations.



If you visited home or travelled to other parts of the world over winter break, it is normal that you’re experiencing jetlag. To help you adjust faster, get as much daylight as you can and exercise to boost your endorphins.
And last but not least, get as much sleep as you normally would in a 24-hour period – make up any shortfall
with a snooze during the day if necessary.



If you want to be more introspective and better take care of your mental wellbeing, give a shot at journaling. It
doesn’t have to be long, detailed entries of daily events. Try to write down anything that caught your attention
throughout the day such as: people, events, emotions, and insights.

While adjusting back to life on campus, if you need any help we’re at Gibbs
Wellness Center during regular business hours (M - F, 9am - 5pm). If it is
during non-business hours, you can use the 24 hour hotline by dialing
713-348-3311.
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