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Rice University and OISS celebrated the annual
International Education Week in November,
2014. OISS hosted a number of activities throughout the week, including the traditional Presidents’
Luncheon for the presidents of Rice’s international student clubs, and the GSA Coffee Break,
where OISS and GSA partnered in providing international treats to Rice students & Scholars.
Our academic spotlight event was the Focus on
Fulbright Celebration, where we hosted a panel
IEW poster created by Claire Elestwani
(McMurtry College), winner of the IEW 2014
discussion
Theme & Logo Competition!
on how
and why
to apply for a Fulbright Scholarship, followed by a reception where we celebrated
Rice’s Fulbright initiatives. The panel discussion and reception were very successful,
and we were very fortunate to have amazing speakers share their insight and wisdom.

Fulbright panelists left to right: Amanda Gutierrez, Dr. Madalina Akli, Victor Gimenez, Dr. Molly Slattery & Kate Cross

President Leebron speaks at
the Focus on Fulbright
Reception

IEW was scheduled to
conclude with the annual Mini Soccer World Cup, but unfortunately for the second year in a row we were forced to cancel
the tournament due to bad weather. This year, however, we
were successful in rescheduling the event, although with some
changes and improvisation.
The Cup was, for the first
time ever, played indoors!
OISS would like to congratulate Team Africa for their
victory in the Mini Soccer
World Cup 2014!

For a complete list of Rice’s International Education Week activities, please see http://
oiss.rice.edu/iew.

Team Africa – winners of the Mini Soccer World Cup
2014!

RICE WORLD
Letter from the Executive Director
Dear Rice International Students & Scholars,
Welcome back, as we begin 2015 at Rice! We love starting the new calendar and academic year thinking
back on all of the great successes we celebrated with you last year. . . . and what lies ahead for you for this
one!
Rice is very fortunate to have such a strong international presence on-campus. International students now
are almost 23% of the overall student population. We have well over 700 international scholars with us.
Compared to our peer universities, this is a very strong international representation. You all bring such interesting perspectives and talent.
We hope you will be involved in many activities on-campus, and take advantage of the many extra cultural
and academic opportunities Rice has to offer, whether it be: 1) listening to a special invited academic speaker, 2) going to a Rice athletic event, 3) listening to some of the great music opportunities at the Shepherd
School of Music, 4) going off-campus to visit a museum via the Passport to Houston program, or 5) attending an OISS-sponsored event. All of this is part of your experience at Rice, and we want it to be great!
Thank you, always,

Adria L. Baker, Ed.D.
Executive Director, Office of International Students & Scholars

FISS Pumpkin Carving Event

Participants in the Friends of International Students & Scholars (FISS) program celebrated Halloween by
showing off their pumpkin carving skills.

2

RICE WORLD

Spring 2015 Events
Event

Date

Time

CPT/OPT
Workshops

Multiple
Dates
throughout
the Spring
semester

OISS English
and Culture
Classes

January—
April

Ladies
Luncheon
Network Series

First
Noon—1:00
Wednesday p.m.
in February,
March and
April

GSA Lounge, International ladies (students, scholars, and spouses)—please join the
RMC baseOISS staff members for networking, food and fun activities with other Interment
national ladies. Lunch will be provided. (flyer on pg.6)

Advanced
Immigration
Seminar

Wednesday, 4:00—5:30
February 4 p.m.

Sewall Hall
Rm 301

Free! Do not miss the opportunity to hear immigration lawyers, Andrew
Gee and Tania Glowinski Gonzales, from Harry Gee, Jr. & Associates,
who will come to campus on February 4, 2015!
Topics include employment in the USA now and after your nonimmigrant
status, H-1Bs, permanent residency, immigration limitations and opportunities.

Tax Workshop

Tuesday,
4:00—6:00
February 24 p.m.

Herring 100

At the Workshop, tax experts will be on hand to answer questions regarding U.S. tax requirements for international students and scholars.

Culture Fair

Friday,
March 27

11:30 p.m.— RMC Grand
2:00 p.m.
Hall

You are invited to participate this year by setting up a booth/table with
artifacts, food or whatever you wish to tell others about your home country
and culture. Your table can be represented and hosted only a few friends
or a big group. In fact, several top table leaders were only one or two people who cared to share their culture with others.

Multiple

Location

Details

Multiple locations

http://oiss.rice.edu/studentwork/

OISS/RMC

Fore more information, see flyer on pg. 4

Interested? Contact Cathi Clack at: clack@rice.edu and reserve your
table(s).

Bayou Wildlife Thursday,
Park & Zoo Trip April 2

10:00 a.m.— Alvin, Texas
2:00 p.m.

Bayou Wildlife Park & Zoo is a unique place where exotic animals roam
freely, and you can feed them right from your bucket of food. Plan to have
lots of laughs, take lots of fun pictures, and be a support for some of the
endangered species, as well.
Tickets will include group admission fee to park, transportation to and from
the park. You will need to bring a sack lunch, as we will take a break after
the tram ride before returning to Rice. Stay tuned on the OISS-announce
listserve for when tickets are ready to reserve your spot in early spring.
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Join our Facebook group to get updates on upcoming
programs and events!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/riceoiss/
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Get Involved @ iPREP and O-Week
By Jenny Brydon

If you are an undergraduate student interested in assisting new international
students in August 2015, you are encouraged to apply for one of the iPREP student staff positions, called International Peer Pioneers (IPPs). IPPs will welcome new students, answer questions, ease the transition into life at Rice, and
provide logistical support during the iPREP
programs. Applications are due February 23.
For more information on this leadership opportunity, please check your email or email jbrydon@rice.edu.
If you like the idea of assisting new students, but would like to provide leadership through your residential college, consider applying
for an O-Week Advisor position. International students come into
the position with a greater understanding of the transitional issues
new students from abroad face and that is extremely valuable! For
more information on O-Week Advisor positions, please contact your College.

IPP Team 2014
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Important Tax Information
by Sandra Bloem-Curtis
Yes, we understand filing a US tax return is not exactly fun, but it is the
law. If you were present in the US for any length of time in 2014, you are
required to file a tax return to be legally compliant. The deadline for filing your tax forms with the US government is April 15, 2015.
Although it may not be fun, OISS will do what we can to make the process easier for you. Over the years we have developed and acquired different resources to assist all our international with this legal obligation.
Resources:
Glacier Tax Prep (GTP) software is a web-based software program that Rice provides to its foreign nationals to assist
“non-residents” for tax purposes to prepare their tax forms. The program can also help to determine if you are considered a “resident” or “non-resident” for tax purposes. For information on how to purchase a $2 software license
visit: http://oiss.rice.edu/tax
Tax Workshop for Internationals – February 24, 2015 from 4pm-7pm. Room: Herring 100
For “residents” for tax purposes, check out IRS Free File (tax preparation software) information http://www.irs.gov/
uac/Free-File:-Do-Your-Federal-Taxes-for-Free
or chart version at http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=118986,00.html?portlet=6
Additional resources available on the OISS website: http://oiss.rice.edu/tax
Note:
If you did not receive any income during 2014, you may only need to complete the Form 8843. Glacier Tax Prep
software can assist you with this determination.
If you received a scholarship/stipend/paycheck for employment, you may need to complete the Form 8843 and
Form 1040NR. Glacier Tax Prep software can assist you with this determination and to complete the forms.
Before filing your taxes, make sure you have received all your supporting tax documents from employers, Rice, or
other scholarship/fellowship sponsors.
Tax forms you may receive:
W-2 form - Rice employees (including student employees) who receive reportable earned income will receive a W-2 to be filed with your tax return. W-2s are mailed or available through your ESTHER account after January 31.
1042-S form - Foreign nationals may receive a 1042-S if they are recipients of tax treaty benefits, scholarships or fellowships from nontax treaty countries. 1042-S forms are picked up from Payroll or may be
available online if you have signed up with Payroll’s FNIS
Foreign nationals who have tax treaties should learn the terms of their treaties (http://www.irs.gov/
publications/p901/ar01.html). If you have questions concerning benefits you think might apply to you,
please inquire at the Payroll office (a SSN and additional forms may need to be completed in Payroll in
order to receive those benefits).
A Social Security Number (SSN) or an ITIN is required file your taxes. If you do not have one, please see the OISS
on how to apply.
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Ladies Luncheon Schedule

Selective Service System
Attention male students ages 18 – 25!
If you apply for a Texas Driver
License, you may receive mail from
Selective Service System!
All male U.S. citizens who are 18 – 25 years
old are required to register with Selective Service System (SSS). This means that in a military crisis requiring a draft, they may be
called into service. SSS registration is sometimes tied into Driver License applications, so
international male students who are 18 – 25
years old may be registered automatically
when applying for a Driver License.
Students and scholars on a non-immigrant
visa status are exempt for registering with
SSS, so if you get a notice that you have been
registered, you can remove yourself from the
list by following the instructions on the notice.
This usually includes sending the original notice back with a copy of your I-94 record to
prove your non-immigrant status. You may
wish to make a copy of the notice for your
records before sending it back. For more information about the Selective Service System,
please see http://www.sss.gov/.

NAFSA Advocacy Day 2015
by Jenny Brydon
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Each year, the Association of International Educators (NAFSA)
organizes Advocacy Day, a time for educators to go to Washington D.C. to discuss issues of importance in international education with the nation’s policy
makers. This year’s Advocacy Day will be held March 18-19, 2015. Dr. Adria Baker,
Rice’s Associate Vice Provost and Executive Director for International Education, has
been a strong supporter “since 9/11 when the equilibrium between secure borders and open
doors was out of balance.” Recently, Adria was honored at the 2014 NAFSA Regional III
Conference by having the Advocacy Scholarship named after her. The Baker Advocacy
Scholarship allows newcomers and senior-level executives to receive funds to attend this
important day. NAFSA is the professional organization for those who work with international students and students studying abroad.
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Immigration Updates . . . Stay Tuned
By Sandra Bloem-Curtis
The U.S, government has quite a few updates they expect to implement in
2015, many of which may impact Rice international students and scholars. Be
sure to read the emails you get from OISS and OISS-Announce so that you stay
informed as these new laws, procedures, and standards are implemented.
Upcoming changes include:
Updated SEVIS Naming Standards – SEVIS is updating their system to include only primary and given names, as well as eliminate the use of the middle name field and special characters. Given
this change, many international students and scholars on F and J visas will receive a new I-20/DS-2019 with a change to
the way their name is displayed. You will receive an email from OISS when this change is implemented and if your documents have been impacted. For FAQs regarding this change, please visit https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/sites/default/
files/SEVIS%20Names%20FAQ.PDF
J Exchange Visitor Health Insurance Requirements – Changes to the requirement go into effect January 5, 2015. All
J exchange visitors on SAS or Rice Aetna already meet the new requirements. For details, please visit http://
oiss.rice.edu/uploadedFiles/Docs/J-1%20Health%20Insurance%20Information.pdf
J Exchange Visitor Personal Data Tracking—U.S. Department of State (DOS) will now require that email addresses
and phone numbers for all J-1 Exchange Visitors and all J-2 dependents are reported, in addition to the current personal
data tracked for the dependents. They will also require OISS to report U.S. departure dates for dependents.
J Exchange Visitor Cultural Component—DOS has further emphasized the importance of the cross-cultural component of the Exchange Visitor program. All J visa holders must participate in cultural events while in the USA, and we are
required to more clearly document the program possibilities, as well as the events that the J Exchange Visitors and their
dependents attend.
F-1 Student Curricular Practical Training (CPT) - SEVP has emphasized that F-1 CPT is only available to those who
can show that the off-campus training/employment they wish to engage in is 1) part of an established curriculum, and 2)
directly related to a student’s major area of study. Previously, the employment had to be required by: a) any course,
which included non-required electives, or b) the program. The tighter laws restrict option “a”, which is what most of the
undergraduate international students have relied on. Graduate students will only be minimally affected by this change.
NOTE: CPT is required for both paid and unpaid off-campus opportunities. Many “volunteer” type positions do require
CPT. Traditional volunteer activities, such as helping out at an animal shelter or soup kitchen, and job shadowing (that
is purely observational and not rendering any services), do not need prior authorization. It is, however, always strongly
recommended that international students to meet with an OISS advisor before starting any position as the penalties for
“working” without authorization are quite severe for international students.
OISS is continuously revising our CPT forms and information to better document how these requirements are being met.
Including providing a CPT Tutorial PowerPoint. Undergraduate students will need to obtain authorization not only from
the supervising faculty, but also their academic/major advisor. OISS appreciates your support as we ensure students meet
the necessary requirements to pursue CPT, or offer guidance to the correct avenue to pursue employment, if the student is
eligible to do so.
President Obama’s Executive Action on Immigration – Recently President Obama announced various executive actions related to US immigration law, including areas that impact DACA and regulations related to OPT. These initiatives
will require many different agencies to implement systems to enact these changes, none of which are effective yet.
Please stay tuned to OISS-Announce and visit http://www.uscis.gov/immigrationaction for more information. Be sure to
check with OISS for any updates, so that you do not fall victim to immigration scams.
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How Did Rice’s Owls Spend the Winter Break?
By Agnes Vajtai
Since many of Rice’s international students and scholars are staying in Houston during winter breaks, OISS organized various activities throughout the holidays, to help them stay connected, and enjoy some of the wonderful things Houston offers.
This year’s events started with an all-time favorite basketball game, followed by a few culinary experiences, short trip to
HMNS, visiting the Houston Zoo, and a true art performance by Houston Ballet. All of these programs were open to all Rice
students, faculty and staff, and presented opportunities to make new friends, celebrate the holidays, and learn about US culture.
The following programs were included in the schedule:
Houston Rockets vs. New Orleans Pelicans (www.nba.com/rockets/). Going to a basketball
game and cheering for the Houston Rockets has always been one of the highlights of OISS’s winter events, and this year was not an exception. On the first day 70% of the tickets were sold, and
similarly to previous years, the team surprised the first 20 students with a special treat before the
game has started. GO GO ROCKETS!
Eating out: lunch at Chipotle Mexican Grill (www.chipotle.com), dinner at Sweet Paris (www.sweetparis.com), and
Torchy’s Tacos (www.torchystacos.com/locations/houston)
We wanted to take advantages of the 2000+ restaurants Houston is well-known for, and the many different cuisines one can
hardly find anywhere else; so we organized a couple of dinner and lunch outings not only because it’s such an important part
of the American culture, but also to enjoy each other’s company, and to have a little taste of some authentic Tex Mex and
French food together.
Houston Museum of Natural Science (www.hmns.org)
Out of the many museums surrounding Rice, one of the favorites is HMNS. It has been on the agenda for many years not only because it offers something exiting to the entire family, but also because it offers something new no matter how many
times one’s visited before. Whether you wonder around its permanent exhibits, count the different colors and species live in
the Butterfly Center, watch a 3D movie in IMAX Theater or explore one of the special exhibitions, the experience, guaranteed, will last for a long time.
Houston Zoo (www.houstonzoo.org)
Who does not love animals? Plus, since Rice is located in such a vibrant part of the city, not only in the heart of the Museum
District, but also just walking distance from the Houston Zoo, this was such a wonderful opportunity to take a little break,
spend some time outside, and if we get lucky, to meet the new babies were born since our last visit. We have heard about the
clouded leopard cubs, and the new baby elephant born in 2014, and hoped to spot and say hi to some of them this time.
Houston Ballet-The Nutcracker (www.houstonballett.org)
We were so excited to include for the first time one of the performances by the Houston Ballet. The
Nutcracker did not only seem appropriate at this time of the year, but also suggested a fabulous time
of joy and relaxation with Tchaikovsky’s music, and the spirit of the holidays. It was indeed a very
complex experience not only for ballet lovers, but anyone who enjoys music, dance and the beautiful
architectural features of the Wortham Theater Center.
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Planning for Summer Internships
By Matt Stein
Rice’s curricular offerings in a multitude of disciplines present students endless opportunities for intellectual stimulation. Many of these
courses give students both theoretical tools and practical skills in their
areas of specialization. But practical experience – internships, offcampus research, part-time jobs – provide a bridge from Rice’s academic programs to life after graduation.
However, finding an appropriate internship or short-term work experience is rarely as straightforward as signing up for next semester’s
courses in Esther. Even for American students, there is much work to be done: writing and refining a CV,
attending job fairs, networking with faculty and alumni, contacting companies or research labs, practicing
phone and in-person interviewing, and more. International students have the added task of being diligent
about obtaining the appropriate work authorization, even for unpaid positions, before starting any internship.
One way to start the process of preparing for an internship is to take advantage of offerings from Rice’s Center for Career Development. The CCD provides many services, including:
Study resources on using social media for job searches, how to network, business etiquette, and resume
writing: http://ccd.rice.edu/content.aspx?id=123
Guides to interviewing, dressing appropriately, and writing cover letters: http://ccd.rice.edu/guides/
RICElink and other tools for job searches: http://ccd.rice.edu/jobs-internships/
Career counseling appointments: http://ccd.rice.edu/appt/
Event listings and job expos: http://ccd.rice.edu/students/events/
Important to note from an immigration perspective is that F-1 students require Curricular Practical Training
(CPT) authorization to work off campus before graduation. Please plan to attend one of OISS’ many CPT
workshops each semester and study OISS’ CPT materials well in advance of requesting authorization: http://
oiss.rice.edu/studentwork/.
F-1 students might also find summer internships or research opportunities at Rice. For these on-campus positions, separate authorization is not needed in most situations. J-1 students do require authorization for all oncampus work. Please contact OISS for details.
Entrepreneurial activities are particularly tricky under F-1 and J-1 regulations. One option for students working on a start-up business idea is Rice’s OwlSpark incubator (http://owlspark.com), which is set up as an oncampus employment opportunity. For all other potential entrepreneurial activities, please schedule an appointment to discuss with an OISS advisor.
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H1-B Quotas and Timelines
By Ben Colston
Each year, US Citizenship & Immigration Services (USCIS) makes available a limited number of H-1B petitions. The quota, or cap, for the 2016 fiscal year is 65,000. An additional 20,000 are available for individuals with a master’s degree or higher from a U.S. institution. Last year, USCIS received over 170,000 H-1B
petitions.
USCIS will begin accepting H-1B petitions for the 2016 fiscal year on April 1, 2015. The start date for these
petitions will be October 1, 2015.
The last few years, the cap has been met during the first week of April. If the cap is met during the first
week of April, all petitions received that week will be put into a lottery, and will be randomly selected for H1B processing.
The Cap Gap extension is a provision that allows individuals on post-completion Optional Practical Training
(OPT) to maintain their status and work authorization while waiting for H-1B to start. If OPT expires between April 1 and September 30, and an H-1B petition is properly filed, OPT will automatically be extended
to September 30.
Some employers are “cap-exempt.” These include institutions of higher education and certain nonprofit and
governmental organizations. Petitions from cap-exempt employers can be filed at any time of the year.

OISS Spotlight

Consular Ball 2014 left to right Shelley Stein, Matt
Stein, Nathania Utomo, Dr. Jonas Wittke, Linda
Angkasa

Huffington Awards Luncheon, October 23,
2014
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International Culture: Celebrating Nowruz
By Aki Shimada
Nowruz is the Persian New Year which marks the first day of
spring or equinox. It is celebrated widely in different countries
and regions including Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and even parts of India,
Pakistan, Turkey, Iraq and China. The spelling of Nowruz in
English can take many different forms such as “Norouz”,
“Norooz” or “Naruz”. Although Nowruz is a secular holiday, it
is partly rooted in the religious tradition of Zoroastrianism.
The preparation of Nowruz starts from major spring-cleaning of
the house. It is also customary to buy new clothes to wear on the
New Year’s Day. On the day of the New Year, families gather
at home, sit around the specially decorated table and wait for the
exact moment when the equinox occurs. The moment of equinox, when the sun crosses the celestial equator and equalizes night and day, is calculated exactly every year and families would gather to celebrate the moment even if it comes in the middle of the night. When the New Year arrives, the
family exchanges good wishes to each other and young children are given coins or brand new bank notes. Later on
that day, people start visiting the houses of relatives and friends. Typically, the younger ones visit the elder people
first.
The most important part of this tradition is decorating a table called Haft-Sin. Haft-Sin in Persian language means
“7S” and it is decorated by items including 7 things that start with letter “S” or “Sin” in Persian Alphabet. Following
are the 7 items:
Sabzeh –sprouted wheat grass symbolizing rebirth or renewal of nature
Samanu –sweet pudding made from wheat germ symbolizing fertility or affluence
Seeb –apple symbolizing health and beauty
Senjed –sweet dry fruit commonly called silver berry, fruit of Oleaster tree symbolizing love
Serkeh –vinegar symbolizing patience and age
Sir –garlic symbolizing medicine or good health
Somaq -crushed spices of sumac berry symbolizing sunrise
Other items commonly on the table include the following. Since Hyacinth and Coins also starts from the letter “S”,
they are often substitutes of the original 7 items.
Hyacinth (“Sombol”) –symbolizing fragrance or coming of spring
Coins (“Sekkeh”) –symbolizing prosperity and wealth
Candles –symbolizing holy fire or light
Mirror –symbolizing sky or reflection on the past
Decorated eggs –symbolizing fertility
Gold fish –to mark the passage from Pisces to Aries, or represent new life
Rose water –believed to have magical cleansing powers
Holy book of Quran and/or poetry book
Nowruz celebration continues for two weeks and families and friends gather at each other’s houses during this period.
Special food such as sabzhi pollo mahi (fish with special rice mixed with herbs) are served. On the 13th day after the
New Year’s Day, families would go out to the parks and enjoy picnics, often accompanied by music and dancing. On
this day, people cut off the Sabzeh, sprouted wheat grass specially grown for New Year and throw in the nature to
symbolize the return of the plant to nature.
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Important Travel Reminders
By Ben Colston
OISS encourages you to take advantage of breaks to travel and explore the
US, as well as other countries. If you are traveling within the US, you do not
need any signatures or documentation from OISS, but you should take your
original immigration documents with you. If you do plan to travel outside the
US during spring break or summer, here are some important reminders:
If you are in F-1 or J-1 status, you need a current travel signature on your I-20 or DS-2019. Travel signatures are
valid for 6 months. If you need a new travel signature, bring your passport and I-20 and DS-2019 to OISS, and
allow for one full business day for the signature.
You will need a valid visa to re-enter the US. Visas can only be applied for at US embassies and consulates abroad.
We recommend that you apply for a visa in your home country, and check with the specific embassy or consulate for requirements and timing. You can request a visa support letter on the OISS website under Letter Requests: http://oiss.rice.edu/
If you are traveling to a country other than your home country, you should first check with that country’s requirements to see if you need a visa to visit. Houston has over 90 consulates, so it may be possible to apply for a visa
without leaving Houston, and we recommend that you check with the country’s consulate.
If you travel to Canada, Mexico, or some of the adjacent islands to the US, it is possible to re-enter the US on an expired F-1 or J-1 visa, based on Automatic Visa Revalidation. You are encouraged to meet with an OISS advisor
if you think your trip may qualify. Remember that you may need a visitor visa to enter Canada, Mexico, or adjacent islands.
When you return to Rice, please stop by OISS with your new I-94 so we can help you check that your entry and status
was recorded correctly. You can print your I-94 information at https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/request.html.
And remember to keep your documents safe.
NOTICE from the U.S. Department of State:

Idioms from Around the World

Chinese Applicants Receive the First Extended
Validity Visas from Secretary of State
John Kerry

Idioms are always fun to learn!
Andy Meretoja, from OISS, found the
following site and it gave us all a smile.

On November 12, United States Secretary of State
John Kerry personally delivered the first 10-year
validity tourism/business visas and the first 5-year validity student visas to
11 visa applicants at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing. This event marked the
start of a new era in cooperation and people-to-people exchanges between
America and China, because people who wish to travel often between the
two countries can now do so without having to apply for a new visa every
year.

Enjoy!
http://www.hotelclub.com/blog/idioms-of-the
-world-infographic/

Businesses in both countries, including the tourism industry, will benefit
from increased travel, investment, and business development opportunities
between the two countries. Longer visa validity will allow students and
exchange visitors to more easily return to their home countries during
school and work holidays.
If you have any questions about this extension of visa validity, please see
our Frequently Asked Questions list.
The following notice can be found at http://
beijing.usembassy-china.org.cn/niv_info.html
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Serving as an “Ambassador” for Rice
By Elmira Ganiyeva

You may have heard your friends talking about something called REAP program but you are not quite sure what it
is. So, here is what all this is about.
REAP International is an acronym for the “Rice Experiences Advertised to Prospects –Internationally” outreach program here at Rice that was created by the Office of International Students & Scholars in 2005.
The primary purpose of this program is to increase Rice University’s visibility on a broad-based scale to prospective
international students, overseas universities/schools, and overseas advising centers, through hearing about Rice students’
experiences. Rice University international students choosing to participate in REAP International serve as a type of
“ambassador” for Rice.
You can participate in REAP International, if you are:


a currently enrolled, degree-seeking international student on a non-immigrant visa at Rice;



interested in visiting a high school, university/college, or overseas advising center in your home country during your
trip home;



willing to share your Rice experiences and insights about all the opportunities that Rice has to offer.

Students who wish to participate in this program choose one or two places where they would like to give a talk about
their experiences at Rice to a group of people. Upon completing all of the requirements and expectations of the program,
students receive an honorarium and a certificate for their service. The program is sponsored by OISS.
Below you can see the list of countries and the number of institutions where our REAP International participants have
been so far.
Last summer 9 international students participated in the program representing Rice in
Canada, China, Egypt, Japan and Singapore. Below you can read what our wonderful “ambassadors” say about their REAP
International experience during the summer
break.
Ellen Diemert
Sophomore, Natural Sciences, Lovett College
My REAP experience was great because it
gave me a chance to reflect on my year at
Rice and really realize how amazing Rice
is. Sharing about Rice to my High School
inspired students to look more at international opportunities and I think I inspired
them to try new things and go on adventures.
Continued on pg. 14

Argentina- 1

Madagascar –

Germany – 2

Taiwan – 4

2

Brazil – 2

Hong Kong –

Nigeria – 1

India – 10

Philippines – 2

Turkey – 4

2

Canada – 1

United Arab Emirates – 3

China – 64

Colombia –

Italy – 3

Singapore – 1

Japan - 1

South Korea – 2

Venezuela - 2

2

Egypt – 4

Lebanon – 2

Sri Lanka – 2
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Serving as an “Ambassador” for Rice (continued from pg. 13)
Anna Kim
Sophomore, Mechanical Engineering, Martel College
Because Singapore is on the other side of the globe I can imagine it’s hard to visit the Rice campus
for some students. To be able to share my stories and answer their questions about Rice, I felt that I
helped them a lot in picturing what Rice is really all about. The student-to-student aspect of this program helped in forming a comfortable atmosphere for everyone. Whether these students asked about
academics, O-Week, or the residential college system, I found it easy to answer, as they are all part of
my personal experience at Rice. Talking to them gave me a lot of Rice pride, as I got to represent this
school in an international setting.
Amelia Bian
Junior, Mechanical Engineering, Baker College
I gave an info session to the students in alma mater during summer in China and I really enjoyed it. There
were about 60 people in the room, wanting to know more about Rice. They were awed when I talked about all
the activities you can have at Rice, such as Baker 13. At the end of the info session, I got a lot of questions and
I could see that people were showing interest in Rice.

Eslam Elshahat
PhD student, Biosciences Department
For me, the hardest part about being an international student is not the cultural difference, the food, the language or
using the imperial instead of the metric system, but to say goodbye to my family and friends. Last summer I went
back home for the first time after 11 months away. Taking a couple of weeks a year to go back home, see my family
and friends, enjoying the soul filling traditional food is an indescribable experience. But my trip home had an additional dimension to it. I participated in the REAP program. The first visit was to Cairo University, from which I received my undergraduate degree. I requested to have a meeting in one of my old classrooms. But it was a very different feeling to be on the other side of the podium. There were about 30 undergraduate students attending the meeting. Most of their questions were general about living in another country, admission requirements, and the things
that I did personally.

Connie Zhang
Junior, Asian Studies, Baker College
Last summer, I went back to my hometown Shanghai and did a presentation in my previous
high school, Shanghai Gezhi High School to 80 students who were studying for AP exams and
actually planning to apply for colleges in the United States. My presentation gave those students a brief idea of what they would experience at Rice but there's still a lot for them to explore! I am very glad that after the presentation some of the students were actually considering
about applying to Rice! One of them emailed me a lot of practical questions like What courses
do you need to take? How do you like these courses? Another student who had a chance to visit
Houston during the summer asked me to help him arrange a campus tour at Rice.
Sherry Ning
Sophomore, Humanities, Duncan College
I visited 4 schools in total, and also introduced Rice on a few other informal occasions. I did everything from contacting the schools to making my PowerPoint presentation. Many of these things, like
sending emails to and meeting with various school officials with an identity other than “student”,
were things that I’d never done before. I even met with a couple of school presidents and got in touch
with newspaper reporters and people in the educational system. It was quite scary, to be frank, but
also exhilarating.
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