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Baytown Jewish Community News 

In brief 
First-Friday services: As 
2009 gets under way, plan 
to attend the Friday night 
service at 7:45 on Jan. 2. 
And mark your calendar for 
the Feb. 6 service, which will 
include a re-dedication of 
the CKI community building. 

Hadassah meeting: The 
Feb. 8 Hadassah meeting 
will feature the DVD docu
mentary "Voices for Justice: 
Reform Rabbis and Moral 
Leadership in America." 
It traces the roles that 
reform rabbis have played 
in major civil rights issues 
over the past 150 years. 
Keith Rosen will facilitate. 
The meeting will begin at 2 
p.m. at Joan Linares' home, 
5019 Glenhaven. Hostesses 
are Joan, Gertrude and 
Natalie. 

Special event funds: After 
a hiatus of three years, we 
have received a donation 
from the fund that former 
Baytown resident Shuree 
Guberman Abrams estab
lished for CKI to use for par
ties and "happy occasions." 
We also will receive annual 
donations in future years. 

Anniversary celebrations: 
Many helped Gertrude and 
Don Teter celebrate their 
60th wedding anniversary 
with a luncheon on Dec. 27. 
In November, Pam and Jim 
Bernick also marked a spe
cial occasion with their 30th 
anniversary. Congratulations 
to both. 

ThankstoMannes:Thanks 
to Neal Manne and fam-
ily for recently having the 
synagogue doors refinished. 
We appreciate their ongo
ing support for continued 
upkeep of the doors. 
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Community building work nears completil. 
They say some things are a blessing in disguise, and perhaps the damage Hurricane Ikt 

inflicted on the CKI community building is just that. Soon, the building will be fully re
stored and looking better than ever. 

Denise Havenar and I have been coor
dinating this major restoration project for 
the past four weeks. The list of repairs 
has been extensive and, to say the least, 
it's been quite challenging at times. With 
a building as old as ours, many surprises 
can be found behind each wall. The most 
recent of these was the discovery ofter
mites. 

Sam Koka of Megacolors Painting has 
done a fabulous job of repairing damages 
and restoring beauty to the building, with 
95 percent of the work now completed. 
After the termites are treated, we can 
move on to the installation of new floors . 

Additional updates considered 
As CKI's 80th anniversary approaches, 

additional updates to the synagogue and 
community building not covered by our 
hurricane insurance funds are being consid
ered. They include repairing and resurfac
ing the stairs for both buildings and repaint
ing the sanctuary. 

Up to $10,000 may be needed to fund 
these projects. If you' re interested in sup
porting these efforts, donations can be sent 
to: CKI, PO Box 702, Baytown TX 77522. 
For more information, contact Janet Bright. 

John Havenar is handling this part of the restoration. 
Very soon, the entire project will be completed and it will be time to enjoy our new-look 

community building. It ,vill be something all of us can take pride in. 
- JANET BRIGHT 

Looking back on Hanukkah 
More than 30 people attended the annual Hanukkah 

service and party on Dec. 21 . Thanks to Karen Aarons 
for leading the service and the Berkowitz family for 
procuring and serving food for the party. Also, thanks to 
the Havenar family for letting us use The Citizen, and 
Shana and Miriam Bauman for wrapping presents and 
decorating for the event. 

Photo: Keith Rosen gets into the Hanukkah spirit by wearing a 
colorful menorah hat. 

How about a Jewish Caribbean cruise this spring? 
Following a successful Jewish Caribbean Tour in February 2008, Keith Rosen of Jewish 

Tours of Houston is planning to lead another tour this spring on the Royal Caribbean cruise 
line. 

In addition to excellent on-board entertainment nightly, cruise participants will enjoy 
visiting the oldest synagogue in the Caribbean at Willemstad, Curacao; attending services 
at the oldest Jewish congregation in the United States at Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas; and 
attending services at the largest Jewish temple in the Caribbean at San Juan, Puerto Rico . 

For more information, contact Keith at 713-392-0867 or jcwishtours@aol .com , or check 
his online site at www.geocities .com/jcwishtoursothouston. 
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