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WEBBER: This is Katie Webber and Joshua Furman meeting with Libby Marvins on November 

28th of 2018. Okay, so, now I feel sort of under pressure because the person that interviewed 

your mother did so well, but- [laughter] 

MARVINS: But you’re not a professional, it’s okay. 

WEBBER: I wanted to ask about your experiences with growing up in Wharton, so maybe you 

could tell me a little bit just about your life story and maybe up to where you’re living now, I 

know that’s a long thing but-

MARVINS: Yeah. Well, I had a very lovely, happy childhood. You know, I had no terrible, 

traumatic things ever happen to me in my childhood growing up. I had my mother’s parents. At 

the time I was born we lived in a duplex next door to their house, which was next door to the 

hospital where I was born. And so my grandparents were a very large part of my life. I also had a 

great-grandfather who - let me back up. My grandfather had emigrated from Lithuania when he 

was a teenager. And he had relatives in Pennsylvania and he somehow managed, I don’t know 

how he pulled it off, but he got an engineering degree from Lehigh University. So not many 

Jewish grandfathers of my generation had a grandfather with an engineering degree. And he 

subsequently, after he graduated, he came to Texas on an engineering project which was the 

construction of the seawall in Galveston-

FURMAN: What was his name, Libby? 

MARVINS: Alexander Harrison. 

FURMAN: Okay. 

MARVINS: And he, the company he worked for sent him to Galveston to do the construction of 

the seawall which was built after the terrible hurricane of 1900 that destroyed Galveston. So, that 
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brought him to this part of the country. My grandmother had, her family had immigrated to 

Texas when she was about 5 - she was the youngest of her family. And they met, you know, 

through some mutual acquaintance and they married and so, I’m getting to where we wound up 

in Wharton. Anyway, she was the only one in her family who graduated from high school and it 

was like Houston High School, or something to that effect. And when he was through with the 

project in Galveston and they wanted to send him to South America for a project and my 

grandmother was like, “There’s no way in hell I’m going to South America,” and he left the 

engineering company. And my grandmother’s sister’s husband had a dry goods store in Wharton. 

So she convinced my grandfather, “We’ll move to Wharton and we’ll work in the dry goods 

store” with, you know, with her brother-in law and sister. 

FURMAN: And what was your grandmother’s name? 

MARVINS: Bertha Feigelson-Harrison. 

FURMAN: Bertha Feigelson-

MARVINS: F-E-I-G-E-L-S-O-N, Harrison. 

FURMAN: And I imagine Harrison wasn’t the family name when he came over? 

MARVINS: It wasn’t, but the relatives that had come before him had taken that name. 

FURMAN: Okay. 

MARVINS: So, that’s why he took the name. And we’ve never known exactly what the name 

was because we think that when his father came- we had the passport but it appears, we think it 

was the passport of like some dead Russian that they got the- so we don’t think the name on the 

passport was the actual name. 

FURMAN: Mm-hmm. 

WEBBER: Yeah. 

MARVINS: Although, we have some pictures of- I’m digressing too much. Let me keep on with 

getting to Wharton. Anyways, so they stayed in Wharton because [laughs] my grandmother 

didn’t want to go to South America. And my uncle, Toby Gordon, her brother-in-law, was quite 
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a character in Wharton, he was a renowned resident. I think I recently sent you a photograph of 

the, the nameplate on the bank. I can find it, and you know it had the directors of the Wharton 

Bank. 

FURMAN: Yeah. 

MARVINS: And he was one of the original directors of this bank in Wharton. So, he was a well-

known character and a well-known person around town. And my grandfather really hated being 

in the dry goods business. He was a brilliant, brilliant person. Let’s see, I had a sandwich, yeah. 

Thank you. His mind was way too sharp to be working in a dry goods store. Is that yours? So 

eventually he started an accounting practice and stayed with that throughout the rest of his life. 

That was in the early 30s, he started an accounting practice. And to get himself out of the dry 

goods store. And so actually my father, who was a CPA and had grown up in another small town 

in Texas, when he got out of the service he came back to, he came to Wharton because my 

parents were already married, so my grandfather and my father had an accounting practice 

together. And daddy, you know, well we had that until daddy retired. 

WEBBER: And this is Arthur Holland. 

MARVINS:  Mm-hm. Right. So, that’s how we, sorry, it’s hard for me to talk. 

WEBBER: No, no, it’s okay. 

MARVINS: Anyways, that’s how my family got to Wharton. Almost everyone else in the 

community was a merchant. 

WEBBER: Mm-hmm. 

MARVINS: And at that time, there really weren’t Jewish doctors, you know, in that generation. 

There weren’t so much, it was later generations that Jewish doctors became a big thing, but-

FURMAN: Right. 

MARVINS: At that time because of quotas and getting into medical school and everything there 

really weren’t. So although there were many doctors in Wharton there were no Jewish doctors. 

And everybody else had a store, basically, except us. And so the community was really unusual 
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in that there are a lot of small towns the size of Wharton but they didn’t have the size of Jewish 

population we had. 

FURMAN: What do you attribute to that? 

MARVINS: I’m not really sure how that evolved. Because a lot of those communities were 

settled along the Colorado River. 

FURMAN: Okay. 

MARVINS: Because goods were shipped on the river. But there were many other small towns 

along the river that didn’t ever develop that size population and I can’t really, I’ve never really 

known why did our community become so much, I mean, there were certainly groups of people 

that were related. We were also one of the only families that weren’t- other than this uncle I was 

talking about- we weren’t related to like, if you get into all that. All those people that came when 

we had the lunch that day, well like Fred Zeidman’s family and Larry Wadler. 

FURMAN: Right. 

MARVINS: The Schwartz family, which led to the Wadler family and the Smith family, and 

there were a lot of those people that were related and I’m sure that connected a lot of them in, 

whereas we were just not related to the rest of them. 

FURMAN: They all married each other? 

MARVINS: Well, yeah, or related, you know. Related people that came because the other 

relatives were there. 

FURMAN: Sure. 

MARVINS: But we were really disproportionate to comparable, there’s lots of other towns like 

Wharton. 

WEBBER: Mm-hmm. 

MARVINS: And they’d have two Jewish merchants, so there’d be two Jewish families. Like my 

father’s sister and brother-in-law lived in Columbus, which is only about 45 minutes away, also 
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on the Colorado. There were two Jewish families there, there was a very old Jewish cemetery 

there, which had been just overrun by weeds and nobody’d been buried there since the 30s, so 

maybe before that there had been other families there. But in my lifetime I never knew them 

except my aunt and uncle and one other family that was there. And that was pretty typical of the 

towns around, where there’d be one or two families. Ours was just, you know, on the High 

Holidays you couldn’t buy anything important because all the stores were closed. 

FURMAN: Yeah, that’s a story that I hear again and again. 

WEBBER:  Yeah. 

MARVINS: Yeah. So it was a real unusual scenario and we had, as I grew up we had a full 

course of everything. We had Sunday school, we had Young Judaea, we had Hadassah, we had 

B’nai Brith, we had Sisterhood, we had, we always had a full-time rabbi. We drew from all the 

other towns around. 

WEBBER: Mm-hm. 

FURMAN: How many members do you think Shearith Israel had, when you were growing up? 

MARVINS: I think it was, the number was like 90 families. 

WEBBER: And, so the synagogue definitely drew membership from the surrounding towns, did 

the social and political organizations as well? Like, would people come in for the Hadassah 

circles? 

MARVINS: Yeah. I mean, we were all one chapter whether it was Young Judaea- Like, we 

would have Sunday school in the morning and then we’d have lunch and then we’d have Young 

Judaea. And you know Hadassah met on a regular basis, B’nai Brith met on a regular- you know 

they all had their regular. But it took all three towns to support this, and there was always a lot of 

competition of well, “There’s more of us in Bay City; we should have this in Bay City.” And you 

know there was always squabbling over, you know, where was the county seat, and why was the 

county seat in Wharton and not in El Campo, there was a lot of that. 

FURMAN: Uh-huh. 
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MARVINS: And like the rabbi would go around and teach Hebrew for the kids that were 

studying for their bar and bat mitzvahs. Well, let me take that back, there was no such thing as 

bat mitzvahs then. But for bar mitzvahs he would go around one day a week to Bay City, El 

Campo, and then in Wharton at the synagogue and he would teach Hebrew to the kids. And then 

on, we always had Friday night service. I don’t remember much about Saturday morning service. 

I don’t know that we just didn’t go or if they didn’t even have it. But one thing that was 

amusingly unique to being in a small town in Texas: our rabbi had been raised in 

Czechoslovakia- the rabbi who was there for the longest time had been raised in like 

Czechoslovakia, he had a heavy accent, and it was very European. And when football season 

came around, and there were several Jewish boys at the time that actually played football, I mean 

one year, there was one that was captain of the football team, whatever. And he always had the 

Friday night service at 8 o’clock. So the members explained to him, if you want to have a 

minyan, you’re gonna have the service at 7 o’clock because we’re going to the football game at 8 

o’clock [laughter]. So, he was very indignant about it, but during football season we had 7 

o’clock abbreviated services or he wasn’t gonna have a minyan [laughing]. 

FURMAN: Oh, wow. 

MARVINS: He didn’t like that but that was how it had to be. 

FURMAN: That’s how it was. 

MARVINS: I never, wait a minute, I’m going to get over to antisemitism. 

WEBBER: Okay. 

MARVINS: I never was really very aware of it, all of my girlfriend playmates were all gentiles 

and there was really no issue about it. But the issue of the Wharton Country Club, and you may 

have heard me on this subject before. 

FURMAN: Yeah. 

MARVINS: My mother hated the Wharton Country Club more than anything in the whole 

world. 

FURMAN: Really? 
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MARVINS: Because she had grown up in Wharton, she had been comfortable there all her life, 

she had her place in society and the town, my grandfather was very well respected, and after the 

war when they decided to build a country club, they made it “no Jews allowed.” And to my 

mother this was the most shocking, it was like, “I’ve known these people all my life, where did 

this come from?” 

WEBBER: Mm-hm. 

FURMAN: Right. 

MARVINS: She was absolutely indignant about it, furious about it. And it went along like that 

for a lot of years until they got into financial trouble. I’m talking way down the line later. And 

then suddenly they invited Jews to join the country club. And my mother was so indignant. That 

was the end of my father’s golf game because the other two men he played with joined the 

country club and she was like, “Over my dead body one nickel of my money is going to go to 

that club. If my father’s money wasn’t good enough for them, you’re not getting any of mine.” 

And when I was a teenager if a group of girls were going to have a party, you know, everybody 

was going to pay a share and be a hostess, she would let me go to those parties, she would never 

let me be a hostess.  There was an issue of “I’m not giving any money to that place.” You know 

and it was a real, she was real indignant about it and it was so hurtful, because she had never 

really experienced any antisemitism up until that point, and that was after World War II that that 

occurred. So you know, it was something that made me aware of it. I remember like in about the 

8th grade I had a boyfriend and his mother was very cool or cold. I mean, we weren’t old enough 

to drive, so if we went anywhere, his mother drove us and she would never talk to me or 

whatever. And I once said to one of my other girlfriends, I said, “his mother was so nice to so-

and-so, his other girlfriends, she is just rude to me” and she said “well don’t you know why?” 

and I’m like “well, no” and she was like “because you’re Jewish” and it was like, it was just, you 

know I wasn’t used to that. You know? 

FURMAN: Yeah. 

MARVINS: It really took me back, so. So there were little, you know, things that occurred but 

basically we were very integrated into everything in the community. And right after World War 

II, and I know I’ve given Josh stuff about this in the archives, they formed a board to build a 
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junior college there because there were so many people coming out of World War II and to build 

a junior college. And when you look at the group picture of the founders of the junior college, 

about a third of the men in the picture are Jewish. You know, they were putting up the money 

and getting the money and finding the funding and whatever to build this college which has been 

very, it’s Wharton Junior College, it’s been very successful. 

WEBBER: Mm-hm. 

MARVINS: Had a major impact on the quality of the community. I mean, so many people came 

out of high school there who by going to junior college for a couple of years could then go on to 

a four-year school. So I think it made for a much more educated community, because the junior 

college was very important. 

WEBBER: So you feel like the institutions in Wharton besides the country club were pretty well 

integrated-

MARVINS: Mm-hmm. 

WEBBER: -Not. That’s interesting. 

MARVINS: Yeah. I mean that was the only issue where antisemitism kind of smacked us in the 

face. And anything else we were totally a part of everything. My parents were presidents of local 

organizations and there was like one PTO for the whole town and my mother was president of 

that, daddy was president of the Lion’s Club. You know, there were just-

FURMAN: Mm-hm. What about memories of like Jewish observance growing up? So like, High 

Holidays, Passover, what was that like? 

MARVINS: Well, we just had regular High-Holiday services. They did a- on Yom Kippur they 

did a break-fast in the community hall because people were from other towns and they needed to 

eat right away so we always had a community break-fast. But everything else was really family, 

you know, we didn’t- I mean Sunday School we had some kind of community seder but I mean 

every, you know, families had their own family seders. And we always had a sukkah attached, 

you know, even in the original synagogue we had a sukkah and we’d have that and I don’t 

remember anything particular about Hanukkah. 
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FURMAN: Where did you like, go to get matzah and food for holidays? 

MARVINS: Okay. I don’t know what the company was but we would get these order forms 

months in advance and you would order what you wanted for Passover and they would send 

them in and then there’d be a day when it would arrive and they would set it up in the 

community hall and you’d go there and pick up your matzahs and all your stuff, and that’s how 

we got it. Now a lot of- now people that kept kosher had to come into, you know, if they needed 

kosher, particularly if they needed kosher meats, those people came in to Houston and bought it 

in Houston and like, my orthodontist was like just over just there, just on Rice, just to the, next 

door to the medical center building. My orthodontist was there and I had to come every three 

weeks and I carpooled with Fred Zeidman and Ella Tudzin, who both I think were at the lunch 

here. And Fred’s family kept kosher so when it was his father’s turn to drive we would have to 

stop off somewhere he’d go and the meat would come in from I don’t know where and it would 

be packed in dry-ice, and so they’d pick up the Zeidmans’ kosher meat before we went back to 

Wharton. And there was a real good Jewish deli in the Village, Alfred’s. Well, you have the 

menu. 

FURMAN: Right. Sure. 

MARVINS: Whenever we would come in and my parents were driving we’d always have to go 

to Alfred’s. My mother- they had a real good bakery, they had challah and rye bread and danish 

and all that, so we’d always have to go there and get those kind of foods. So, I mean like I said, 

we didn’t keep kosher so we had a lot less issues with-

FURMAN: Right. 

MARVINS: -getting stuff but. 

FURMAN: Yeah. Was there a variety of observance levels in the community? 

MARVINS: Oh yeah. 

FURMAN: Can you talk about that? 

MARVINS: Mm-hmm. Our congregation was affiliated with, whatever the Conservative- what’s 

the main Conservative-
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FURMAN: United Synagogues. 

MARVINS: Yeah, they were affiliated with that main thing. But as was always explained to a 

new rabbi when a new rabbi came, “You gotta do it all. Because we range from totally, you 

know, I mean nearly non-observant, only on the High Holidays, Reform to Orthodox.” So mainly 

we went by Conservative rules. And you know, people just came less if they were Reform. But 

we wore, I mean the men wore, kippahs and tallit. It really went by the rules of Conservative, 

you know? 

FURMAN: So services would be mostly in Hebrew with some English readings, or a lot of 

English? 

MARVINS: A lot of English. It was, it was the same book that they had at Beth Yeshurun like 

forever. 

FURMAN: Right. 

MARVINS: And it would be, you know, transliteration on one side and it was a mix and you 

could follow along. 

FURMAN: Sure. 

MARVINS: I don’t know, I’m just trying to- When I took my husband out there to the 

synagogue for the first time before our wedding, and he had grown up at Emanu El, the one 

that’s around the corner here, and I’m like, “And you will be wearing a yarmulke” and he was 

like “No, no, I don’t wear a yarmulke, I didn’t even wear one for my bar mitzvah” and I’m like, 

“You will be wearing one, this is how it’s gonna be.” [laughter] 

WEBBER: And it didn’t cause any rift in the community, in terms of like, some people wanted 

more observance, or? 

MARVINS: Well, you really just had to accept that’s what we had. 

WEBBER: Yeah. 

MARVINS: I mean, it wasn’t like the city, where you could choose this, this, or this. It was like 

if you wanted to have a rabbi, this was gonna be it. [phone rings] I was expecting that call but 
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I’m not taking that. No, everybody, you know, they’d grumble about “services are too long 

because those people want it longer.” There was grumbling, but you knew there was no 

alternative - it had to be middle of the road. And we had, you know, rabbis that came and went 

but this Rabbi Rosenberg was there the longest, throughout all our childhood, and then after that 

it was an assortment of, from bad to worse. 

FURMAN: From bad to worse, right? 

MARVINS: You know they finally got to the point where we couldn’t afford to pay a rabbi so 

we’d have somebody that came out from somewhere twice a month, once a month for Sabbath 

services which was, you know, all you could do. It was, you know, just kind of a different place 

and time. It was just, when my age group went off to college, we didn’t go back, you know. Like 

I graduated from high school in ‘64, pretty much anybody in our, you know, from several years 

above me to anybody after me, you know, everybody went to college and only a couple of 

people came back to run their family businesses which was Gordon Franklin, you’ve met 

Gordon? 

FURMAN: Sure. 

MARVINS: Gordon Franklin, continued until he got flooded to run their- you know, that was the 

last family business in Wharton. 

FURMAN: Yeah. 

MARVINS: And then the Davis family which had a men’s store, and Kenny died very young 

and that was the end of that one so that was, they were the only two that came back to run their 

family businesses. My father was kind of looking toward retirement and didn’t wanna- wait a 

minute, okay. My father wanted to retire and sell his practice but he wanted to be sure that my 

brother – my brother is also a CPA and a lawyer - he wanted to make sure my brother didn’t 

want it, which he didn’t. And when he was convinced that my brother, it was like “Okay, now 

I’ve got to retire.” So, you know, the businesses closed, the families- several families had 

grocery stores, a clothing store, you know just, it just kind of all wound down because our 

generation went elsewhere. 
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FURMAN: Did you ever feel guilty about any of that? Or did anyone try to make you feel 

guilty? Or parents kind of expected their children not to come back? 

MARVINS: Right. They wanted you to go to college. They wanted you to succeed. No, no I 

mean, and at the time I finished college, it wasn’t in that “shutting down” mode, you know it was 

still a fairly healthy situation there. So no, I didn’t feel any, any guilt about that. It was just a-

you know, things just happen at a unique place and time. 

FURMAN: Yeah. 

MARVINS: And I’m sure a lot of the people came there after the war, there was only one, I 

think two – there were two families there that had Holocaust survivors – that were Holocaust 

survivors. One was the Penn family. You know, when I say, I’m talking things on the arm. The 

Penn family had a store in New Gulf. New Gulf was a company town, there’s a Texas Gulf 

Sulphur was there and it was just a company town and when they closed the company, the town 

went away. But the Penn’s had a dry goods store there.  Their daughter-in-law was here at that 

lunch. Their daughter-in-law is Larry Wadler’s niece, well, she’s in the Wadler family. Pam 

Penn, Capito-Penn. And her husband’s- so those boys grew up in New Gulf, and they weren’t 

there for a real long time. Okay, so they were Holocaust survivors and then there was another 

man who was a home builder who was there for a while, and he and his wife were Holocaust 

survivors. We didn’t talk about the Holocaust, we didn’t talk about- I mean that was just not a 

subject. Because basically the people in the community were not, we were already there so to 

speak. I mean a lot of the men were in the army, people like my father’s age were all in the 

military, but we didn’t, like where we talk about the Holocaust today, I mean I can remember 

saying to my parents “What’s that?” you know. And by the time the Penns were there in New 

Gulf I was old enough- I mean, I understood it and they had some really tragic story of what had 

happened to them but they had succeeded in a new life here. But we didn’t, you know, we didn’t 

talk a lot about it and my father talked about World War II all the time. We heard stories all the 

time. But he didn’t tell us bad stories, he told us stories. But until the Holocaust Museum opened 

here in Houston and I took my father there and there was a picture on display from when, at the 

end of World War II when General Eisenhower made everybody go into the camps and see what 

had been done, okay, and so they sent all the townspeople and the officers into the camps while 

the bodies were still there and until that day when I took Daddy to the Holocaust Museum and he 
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saw that picture he said, “I did that, I was there.” And I’m like you, in forty years you’ve never 

told me that. He had this feeling of “there but for the grace of God go I. I would have been one of 

those people if my parents hadn’t left, I would be one of those-,” and it was so painful to him to 

understand the relationship of those. You know, we didn’t have any personal family that we 

knew of but to see that, and he never talked about it, and I didn’t, you know- and then later when 

we discussed it he said how they brought the local townspeople in, they made them look, they 

made them clean it up, you know, he saw that happen but it was just too painful to even talk 

about it, you know for him, so. 

FURMAN: What about Israel? Did you grow up learning about Israel? 

MARVINS: Yeah. 

FURMAN: Studying about Israel, to what extent was Zionism part of the culture at Shearith 

Israel? 

MARVINS: It was a very big part because, of course, Israel was established in ’48, so I was, you 

know, a small child. At that time we were always raising money for things, sending stuff to 

Israel, having bond drives. I mean we had the blue, you know, the little blue boxes for charity-

FURMAN: For JNF (Jewish National Fund). 

MARVINS: So it was, it was, yes we talked about Israel a lot, we studied it in Sunday school, we 

looked at the maps, you know.  It was very much a part of our, and you probably heard Fred 

Zeidman tell this story about how we would you know pack these boxes, people would give like 

clothes or like when they’d finish the sales at the department stores in Wharton they’d bring over 

the, you know, whatever didn’t sell and they’d pack these-. They’d get these big wooden boxes I 

think from the undertaker, they were casket boxes and they would ship them to Israel and at 

some point the people in Israel said, “Thanks a lot but why don’t you just send the money?” 

[laughter] You know they didn’t want the old used clothes. But I can remember us, there’d be a 

day where we’d go to the hall to pack the boxes. 

FURMAN: Wow. 
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MARVINS: So we were very aware of the formation of Israel. And there were a number of kids 

in Wharton around my age who went to Camp Blue Star. You know about-? 

FURMAN: Mm-hmm. 

MARVINS: Okay. I didn’t go because I didn’t want to go to camp. You couldn’t’ve blasted me 

out of, you know? But people were involved in what was going on and, you know, I could name 

off half a dozen people that went to Camp Blue- it was, you know, available and people did and I 

mean in school, you know, we were very integrated but when I was finishing high school and I 

was going to UT I was so excited that I was going to really be living in a Jewish- you know I was 

gonna be, I was getting Jewish friends. Which, I had wonderful friends growing up, I’m still 

extremely close with people that- I mean like daily contact with people that I grew up with in 

Wharton but I really looked forward to seeing what it was like. I mean the only time I ever dated 

Jewish boys was if somebody had a cousin that came and visited that I was like the designated 

Jewish date [laughing]. So that was, you know, that was not a very fun experience but I never 

really had much opportunity to date Jewish boys, so by the time I got to college I wasn’t the least 

bit interested in dating non-Jewish boys. Been there, done that, that’s not gonna be my future, so 

I mean, I went out a few times with non-Jewish boys but I just didn’t really care about it.  I know 

that’s not what I want so I don’t need to mess with it. I really just concentrated on [laughing] 

what, you know, I felt my life would be, which was the right choice for me. What else? 

WEBBER: This isn’t about Wharton, this is just out of interest, where did you like meet and 

hang out with other Jewish people and Jewish boys at UT? 

MARVINS: Well, mostly fraternity parties. I was very active in sorority, I was president of my 

sorority, at that time it was all Jewish. We didn’t go through- there was rush, but then there was 

Jewish rush. They can’t do that anymore, it’s not legal but we had three Jewish sororities at the 

time. We weren’t going to get invitations to the non-Jewish sororities, so we all- anybody who 

was Jewish who was going to the University of Texas, you went to Jewish rush. So we only went 

to the three Jewish houses and you picked between those three and we had our own little world. 

It was the same with the fraternities — there were four Jewish fraternities and three sororities 

and there was a lot of doing stuff together, and you know, that was who I was focused on. Who I 

was going to be dating or whatever. It was that, but that has totally changed today. But we were 

14 



        

   

        

     

     

      

   

      

   

   

      

 

   

    

      

    

    

    

    

    

  

       

      

   

        

   

        

      

  

 

in our own little, we were in our own little world. We had our own little bubble in our own little 

world, and I liked that very much because coming from Wharton I hadn’t had camaraderie with 

Jewish kids my age, so I liked it very very much. It was a very happy, fun thing to me and 

actually me and my parents had gone through that same experience too. My father had come 

from a small town, went to University of Texas, well both of my parents went to UT, but daddy 

was in a fraternity. It was the same scenario of what I went through. It was like, I had Jewish 

friends there, so we had the same feeling of the group we were a part of at that time. But all those 

things have changed, you know? [Chuckling] I mean it really, seeing the community wind down, 

I was very sad. To see the synagogue have to close and all that. My mother was the last Jewish 

woman in Wharton. And then Larry Wadler, who left for personal reasons, he you know moved 

to Houston so that’s it, you know, and the doors closed. It becomes history. 

FURMAN: Do you go back ever? Do you go back there to see people or drive around? 

MARVINS: Well, I was going-. Well, my mother died a year ago October, so I was going over 

and over and over and we sold the house and, I’m getting it even confused- I mean we sold the 

studio - we sold the house and we closed on the house in April and then, you know, we had an 

unveiling in September. I mean, I don’t have any- I have one real close girlfriend there and I 

keep in touch with her. But unless I had some event to go to, you know, I’ll go to the cemetery 

periodically. But I don’t have my home base. I still get, on my mother’s subscription, I’m still 

getting the Wharton newspaper, which my subscription’s gonna run out in a few weeks. Which, I 

look at it and I don’t really, you know I look at the obituaries and I hardly even know anybody. 

So you know, I don’t really have, I don’t know the middle-aged professional people there at all 

anymore and you know the cemetery will just always be our touchstone. We had gotten- again, 

he knows all about this stuff in the archives- Daddy had worked on getting a historical marker 

for the congregation, and that historical marker was at the synagogue, and so it was moved to the 

cemetery at the time we closed the synagogue. So that historical marker is still there and you 

know, we’re so thankful that Beth Yeshurun took that over, took that property over because we 

needed the maintenance of that- of the cemetery. I guess it was for about, what, about 100 years, 

I don’t know. I don’t know what the founding date of the congregation was, I’m sure you have it 

in the archive somewhere. 

WEBBER: It was 88 years. It was 1918 through 2002. 
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MARVINS: Yeah, so just short of 100 years. That’s the history we had, and you know for the 

most part, I mean, it wasn’t any, you know, we didn’t have the Klan and we didn’t have- you 

know there were other - I remember reading a book a number of years ago and it was a man who 

grew up in one of the towns in Mississippi or Alabama and he talked about how his father would 

take him to a Klan parade and they could, his father could tell him who was under the hood 

because he’d sold every one of them their shoes, and the feet in their shoes. 

FURMAN: He’d recognize them by their shoes. 

MARVINS: And he’d say, the kid sitting on his shoulder didn’t know who they were because 

they had their Klan hoods on and he could tell him.  He could tell him, “I know that’s Mr. so-

and-so, I sold him his shoes.” [Laughter] I mean, we didn’t have, I don’t ever remember there 

was anything ever about the Klan. I don’t remember any stories of, as far as difficulties for the 

Black community, I don’t know whether I was just oblivious to it or, you know, like the kind of 

mad stories you hear from the South. 

FURMAN: Do you remember segregation in Wharton as a kid? 

MARVINS: Oh, absolutely. I’m just old enough to remember the water fountains, the 

bathrooms, and the local movie theater. There was the place where you bought the tickets and 

then around the side of it, it said “Colored,” and they had to go up a side door and sit in the 

balcony. So, and I, you know, I found that, there was just something about this and the water 

fountains and the bathrooms, I knew that there was something innately bad about that about 

being [incomprehensible]. So what their revenge was, they were in the balcony, we knew not to 

sit forward of the balcony because stuff, indescribable things would come over the balcony. 

That was their revenge and you can’t really blame ‘em, you know. Things came over- so we 

knew to sit way at the back of the theater so that stuff coming over the balcony didn’t hit you in 

the head. But that was near the end of the time with the bathrooms and all that. As far as 

segregation in the public schools, mine was the very last class before they did a test run on 

segregation. The year after I graduated the NAACP sent a girl, I think she had some relatives in 

Wharton, they sent a girl from Little Rock. She was as outstanding a student as you could be, 

you know, they sent the best possible person, this wonderful girl that could do anything, and she 

was the token integration. The next year there were a few more and then, you know, within a few 
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years they integrated because we had two separate high schools and then they integrated. But, I 

missed all, you know, I was the very last class that was completely segregated, and then that 

whole process started but that was, I graduated in ‘64 so that was right when all that was going 

on. So I missed out on- I mean I’m not aware of any episodes or incidents because I just, I was 

gone and it was done. So now the schools, the schools are probably predominantly- or let me say 

minority, the schools are now minority White. A lot of people have, there’s a couple of school 

districts near there that have a better reputation for education. So like one of my friends, her 

daughter-in-law was a teacher in the Wharton system but another town a few miles over had a 

better reputation of schools, so she took herself over there to teach and took her son with her 

because he could then go to school there because she taught there and you know people have 

done things like that because the schools don’t have a good- and plus the effects of the flood 

have just been catastrophic on that community. 

FURMAN: Yeah, sure. 

MARVINS: Real bad. Any more questions? 

WEBBER: No. 

MARVINS: Well, if you think of anything else, feel free to call me and I’ll have to see if I can 

give you the date of that recording. 

FURMAN: You know what? You know what we didn’t talk about? 

MARVINS:  What? 

FURMAN:  We didn’t talk about the barbecue. 

MARVINS: The barbecue. That was the fundraiser, and I used to make fun of them because 

what they would sell those chickens for, I’m like, “You’re not even making any money.” They 

paid more for the kosher chickens- they only had a certain number of kosher chickens. They paid 

more for the kosher chickens, than they - they didn’t sell the tickets at a different price. In other 

words, the tickets were one price and if you requested a kosher chicken- and a lot of people 

requested them not because they kept kosher but because they heard they were bigger chickens. 

So, they would pay more- let’s say the barbecue ticket was $5, they were paying more than that 
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for the chicken and I used to say, “Daddy, this is insane.” You know, when I was a full-fledged 

adult and I’d see this, “You’re going to all this work, you’re not even making any money.” “Oh 

we can’t charge any more than that because the Baptists have this and they charge such-and-

such, the Catholics have this and they charge such-and-such,” and he could name off every other 

religion in town and what they charged for their event, “So we can’t charge any more” and I’m 

like, charge more for the kosher chickens, you’re not making money. But it was people, lots of 

people came out from Houston, you know relatives or family or whatever would come out and 

make, you know, the women would make desserts, and one of the families that had a big grocery 

store, a big, modern grocery store at the time. There would be one night that we would go to 

make the slaw because they had the big containers or some kind of slicers or whatever, so they’d 

make the coleslaw. It was the famous coleslaw recipe and they’d make the slaw, and I’m trying 

to think of what else we had for side dishes. I just remember the ladies made cakes and they sold 

the cakes and whatever. There was a certain group of men that would come and they’d do the 

fire and cook the chickens and whatever, so that was a big tradition for many years. 

FURMAN: What time of year was it? 

MARVINS: I would say it was probably in June. 

FURMAN: In June. 

MARVINS: Yeah, I don’t, I can’t put my finger on it but it was probably June. You probably 

have some minutes, I gave you some notes of Daddy’s. 

FURMAN: I believe we do. 

MARVINS: I gave you notes of Daddy’s about the stuff to do. 

FURMAN: I believe we do. 

MARVINS: The letter he sent out to people of what they had to do for the barbecue. So we had 

that, so anyway, that was our community thing. In a small town like that every church, you 

know, whether it was the so-and-so pancake dinner or, you know, it was a commonly done thing 

in a small town that you have something like that in the community. You know, the community 

thing. 

18 



 

      

  

  

 

       

     

   

 

     

  

 

   

        

 

        

  

        

 

  

  

  

    

 

       

      

FURMAN: The Jews and gentiles would come out and-? 

MARVINS: Oh yeah.  Yeah.  If they didn’t eat there they would get it to-go. A lot of people got 

to-go stuff. 

FURMAN: It sounds like it also became a kind of reunion event where people would come 

back? 

MARVINS: It was. Yeah yeah, it was and a lot of people would come to that, yeah, so we’d see 

everybody then. I mean as a kid I found it just a pain in the ass and I didn’t want to be there, but 

you know as an adult we always went. Daddy was always sitting there with the cash box. 

FURMAN: He was the treasurer. 

MARVINS: Yes, yes, the treasurer, so. And then usually when it was all over – well, you know 

who Lester Smith is, don’t you? 

FURMAN: Yeah. 

MARVINS: When it was all over, Lester would give Daddy a check. It would be more than what 

they made on the whole barbecue - this isn’t like a known fact - but it would be more than they 

made on the whole barbecue. And this was when Lester wasn’t a billionaire yet but he was still 

very, he was always very very generous to the Wharton congregation. So I’d look at that check 

and I’d go “Y’all worked your asses off to make whatever, and then Lester just gives you a 

check for more than that, you know, good.” Whatever it takes, that’s what it took. Anyways, he 

was very generous, always. 

FURMAN: Maybe as a last question, do you think there’s anything special or unusual or 

different about growing up Jewish in a small town? 

MARVINS: Yeah, yeah. It’s different. 

FURMAN: As opposed to, you know, coming from Houston or Dallas or Boston? What’s 

different? 

MARVINS: Well, Buz and I have talked about that a lot because all of his friends were Jewish. 

And with the exception of Fred and Ellis, you know, like mine weren’t. And it’s just a different, 
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it was a different type of friendship. There were always, I guess you’d say like codewords that 

Fred and I would have, like if something happened in class and it would be something kind of, 

you know, like Fred and I would give each other a look. You know there was just, there was just 

that link that I had with Fred that I didn’t have with anybody else. And it was just more things in 

common. It was just what my experience, my whole life experience was, and it was people that I 

had more in common with. So although I loved my non-Jewish friends dearly, but there’s still a 

different, there’s just different common experiences, you know, and I didn’t get that until I went 

to college and had Jewish girlfriends because I had no Jewish girlfriends growing up. Whereas 

my husband grew up here in Houston and he was always surrounded by Jewish friends. So, yes, 

it was a different- we didn’t talk about, you know today everybody talks about everything, we 

didn’t. I didn’t talk about being Jewish around- I’ll give you an example. In the lower grades in 

elementary school, every year there’d be a class Christmas tree and everybody would bring an 

ornament for the tree. So starting with first grade, I’m like, “An ornament for the class tree.” At 

that point in time you wouldn’t have said, “I’m Jewish, I don’t celebrate Christmas, I don’t have 

any ornaments.” You didn’t do that. So we went to the local five and dime and we bought an 

ornament, and I would take it to school.  And every year I would take that same ornament and 

finally at some point, probably in third grade I said to my mother, “They might know that I 

brought this same ornament every year,” and she’s like, “Nobody’s gonna remember what 

ornament you brought.” You know but it was like, you always had the feeling of being quiet 

about it, you would never have said, “I don’t celebrate Christmas.” You know I exchanged 

Christmas gifts with my friends, we did Hanukkah whenever we did Hanukkah, you know, but 

there was definitely- I knew I was in a different situation, I always knew that. You know, even 

from the time I was in first grade, I always knew, or whether it was an Easter egg hunt or 

whatever. I mean, you just kept quiet about it, you didn’t make waves and go “I don’t do that,” 

you know? And I didn’t, we didn’t keep kosher so there was never an issue of going to someone 

else’s house and saying, “I can’t eat that, it’s not kosher,” so I didn’t have that issue. There was 

an “I-know-I’m-different” factor that I always had, and I knew it, and Buz never had that 

growing up in Houston. He never had that, we’ve talked about that a lot, how, the difference in 

the feeling of growing up and being the other. You know it’s one thing if you’re African-

American, everyone knows you’re African-American because they can see the color of your skin 

is different. But as a Jew you don’t necessarily look any different. However, when I did have a 
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nose job that was quite the talk of the town. It was the summer between my, I guess it was the 

summer before my senior year in high school, and my mother had a very beautiful, elegant 

cousin who was a professional model and when she came for my grandmother’s funeral, she sat 

my mother down and said, “She needs a nose job.” [Laughter] I remember sitting on the sofa and 

her giving my mother this lecture, and my mother was in awe of this woman, she was very 

beautiful and elegant. She was pretty close in age to my mother.  She was very worldly and if my 

mother heard from her that that’s what she needed to do, then that’s what she needed to do. 

FURMAN: Wow. 

MARVINS: Nose jobs were very common at that time. 

FURMAN: Very common in those days. 

MARVINS: It was very common. I mean of my Houston girlfriends that I know everybody had a 

nose job, it was just real common. 

FURMAN: How did you feel about that? 

MARVINS: I was thrilled, you know. 

FUMAN: Yeah? 

MARVINS: I was thrilled because I didn’t like my nose, and my father had a very large nose and 

mine wasn’t as large but it was the same shape, but wasn’t as large, but I was thrilled with this 

concept. But it was quite - I guess there was nobody else in our high school at that time, no, there 

wouldn’t have been anybody else. So when I had this it was like, I mean, like a whole carload — 

I was in the hospital maybe one or two nights at Methodist Hospital. Like a whole car-load came 

in to see me at the hospital, including the high school history teacher who used to actually tease 

me. He was really far to the right somewhere, and he actually sort of teased me occasionally 

about my nose, which my mother was really furious about. 

FURMAN: In an anti-Semitic way? 

MARVINS: That’s how my mother perceived it, yeah. 

FURMAN: Yeah. 

21 



       

     

    

     

      

   

 

   

  

  

    

  

  

     

      

   

  

      

    

   

 

     

  

 

MARVINS: So when this car-load of kids, and he brought this car-load of kids to Methodist 

hospital to see me, you know, and I’m all bandaged up like this, my mother was really digging 

the knife in him. She goes, “You’re the reason we had to do this.” You know, he wasn’t but she 

got in his face and said “You’re the reason.” We laughed about that forever how she nailed him 

about that. But it was her cousin telling her you need to do this [laughter]. But that was another 

thing about me that was, that other people didn’t do, you know. 

FUMAN: Right. 

MARVINS: Nobody else did that in my peer age. So, Barbara Streisand kind of changed that for 

everybody. When Barbara Streisand made it okay to have an unattractive, big nose, then it was 

okay, people quit doing it. 

FURMAN: Then big noses were in. 

MARVINS: Then it was in, right. 

FURMAN: Then it was trendy. 

MARVINS: It was trendy. But no, I could name, off the top of my head, I could name umpteen 

friends of mine that did that. But they were girls, not girls I grew up with but girls I knew later in 

life. Anyway, it was a different- but it gave me a broader world view or something. I don’t know, 

I always felt so creeped out when I would see the restrooms, men, women, and colored. We 

always had a black maid and she was a very subservient type of person. I mean, I don’t say that 

we treated her disrespectfully in any way but she was a very poor, uneducated, very subservient, 

I don’t know how else to say it. Did you ever read the book The Help? 

FURMAN: Sure. 

MARVINS: We had a, NCJW had a book review of The Help and it was real interesting, the 

divide between those of us who were there who grew up in the South and those of us who were 

there who grew up in like Brooklyn. So like-

FURMAN: Different worlds. 
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MARVINS: Completely different world experiences. So as we started talking through that, and 

you know those of us who grew up in the South and like one of the girls is actually from 

Jackson, Mississippi, which is where that was set and they started talking about the fact that there 

was a bathroom that the maid used and in the book they made a lot of issue about the bathroom 

that the maid used. So as we sat and talked about it that day, and I remember in particular one of 

the girls who grew up in Waco and one the one who grew up in Jackson, Mississippi, and a 

couple others were like, “You know, we did have one of those bathrooms.” It was like an 

unfinished bathroom in the garage or it was just somewhere not quite in the family bath-, and 

people were going “Oh my God, we did have one of those bathrooms.” Or like in our case we 

didn’t have a separate bathroom anywhere but there was only one bathroom that our maid ever 

used and she would only use like a certain glass and plate. I don’t remember my mother saying 

to her, “You can only use that glass and plate.” But she kind of did those things, I mean she was 

never told, “Go use that,” because we had three equal bathrooms, so it wasn’t like go out in the 

garage to this thing, but those kind of things, you know, existed at that time and you know I 

mean, I really related to that movie. You know the small town, but we didn’t have that level of-

that kind of what went on in that story. But it was a real interesting sociologically to see the two 

groups of us at this book review. 

FURMAN: Jewish women who grew up here-

MARVINS: -and in Brooklyn. It was a whole different you know they didn’t have those kind of 

experiences with racism, I don’t know that they didn’t have racism but it was not in the way we 

had it in the South. I used to, when we would take the maid home and we would see how she 

lived I would say like, “Oh, that’s just terrible.” I knew that that was just terrible. 

FURMAN: Did most of your friends growing up also have maids? 

MARVINS: Yeah, everybody had a black maid. 

FURMAN: Everybody had. 

MARVINS: Yeah, everybody had a black maid. It was just-

FURMAN: It’s what you had. 
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MARVINS: Yeah, it’s what you had, and there weren’t as many Hispanics around at the time. 

The Hispanic population has grown more since then. And I don’t, I mean, there were Hispanic 

kids in school with me all the way from the beginning on, there were always Hispanic kids in 

school, but they didn’t play a large part in the community but they weren’t, I don’t know how 

you would say, I don’t know if they felt discriminated in any ways or not because they were in 

school with us, but I’ll tell you one thing that I always felt a real strong thing of racism or 

classism. They would come around in school like once a month and they would check for head 

lice. That was before my children went to the JCC day school and got head lice at the JCC day 

school, you know. [laughter] 

Furman: Yeah, right. 

MARVINS: But in those days it was like [gasps] “Oh my God,” it was like the worst thing in the 

world. It later became, everybody’s kid gets head lice somewhere, okay. 

FURMAN: Everyone gets it. 

MARVINS: Have your kids had that yet? 

FURMAN: Not yet. 

MARVINS: I mean, I remember when our kids came home from the JCC with head lice and I’m 

like, “what?” Okay, but back in the day the school nurse would come around about once a month 

and do a check. So for those of us who were White and she knew us, she wasn’t the least bit 

concerned with us, she would just pat us on the head, and then she would get to the Hispanic kids 

and she would be digging through their hair looking for lice and then when that was over there 

would be a message that certain people were called, you know, “So and so and so and so please 

go to the nurse’s office.” And it was like, how embarrassing that had to be. Because it was so 

discriminatory the way she just you know, I remember she’d just pat me on the head and keep 

going. But the others, you know, she’s digging around like-

FURMAN: Sure. Because White kids come from clean houses, they don’t get-

MARVINS: Right, right and so you know those kind of things went on. It just, you know-

FURMAN: You notice that. 
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MARVINS: You notice those. 

FURMAN: So being Jewish from a small town in Texas is different. I mean it could instill in 

you- it could make you tough and instill in you a kind of sense of pride or it could be a source of 

embarrassment. 

MARVINS: Well, there was just a thing, you just kind of kept your mouth shut about it. You 

didn’t want to be different. 

FUMAN: Right. 

MARVINS: You know, growing up you don’t want to be different, you don’t want to be the 

other. So, never made any issue of- like I said with the Christmas ornament or whatever and if I 

had to sing Christmas songs in the pageant, well I just sang ‘em. You know we didn’t make any 

to-do about it. And our mothers went through a period of time, and I don’t know how much they 

fought it, but I know they fought it, we were not given an excused absence on Rosh Hashanah 

and Yom Kippur and at some point finally, I guess I must have been in middle elementary 

school, our mothers started objecting and saying “My child would have perfect attendance but 

for the fact that those two holidays my child won’t be at school.” And I don’t know how it really 

resolved but it was very brave of them. I mean at that time, for the mothers to take that stand and 

say, “Our children deserve an excused absence for this.” They didn’t really fight about it and I 

don’t know, I guess it eventually worked out. But, I mean, that was a big deal for them to go to 

the school board and say, you know, now today in HISD they do it as a teacher in-service day. 

WEBBER:  Mm-hmm. 

FURMAN:  Yeah, Kolter. 

MARVINS: They either do it for Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur, one or the other as an in-

service day. I don’t know how they, maybe the other one will fall on a weekend of something but 

they wouldn’t have that issue that we were having in those days, and so again you knew you 

were different, you knew all the stores were closed that day. 

WEBBER: Yeah. 

FURMAN: That was great. Libby, thank you so much. 
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MARVINS: Well, I hope you write a wonderful paper, I hope to see it. Anyway, you know, it’s 

just one of those slices out of history. Different place, a different time. 

FURMAN: That’s great, all right. 

MARVINS: Alright, well. I’ve been to the temple to buy my box of Hanukkah candles. 

FURMAN: Good. 

MARVINS: It’s not very exciting when you, you know-

FURMAN: Sunday night. 

MARVINS: As old as my grandchildren are and they don’t live here, it’s not very exciting. But 

it’s never, you know, Hanukkah’s never been like- like Christmas was like way better you know? 

I would try to stay the night at my best friend’s house on Christmas Eve and I loved the tree and 

I’d go over whatever night they decorated their tree, I would go and I loved it. But I knew it was 

never- it wasn’t like if I begged my parents a lot I’m gonna have one. There was no question. 

FURMAN: A lot of Jewish families did have trees. 

MARVINS: A lot of Jewish families did. I knew there was no- and I don’t really know if any of 

the Wharton families did or not, probably not. I mean, Buz said a lot of his friends had a blue and 

white tree. But I knew no matter how much I begged or pleaded it wasn’t going to happen. But I 

thought it was beautiful and I loved all the traditions and I would spend the night on Christmas 

Eve with my best friend then I would go to Midnight Mass with them at the Episcopal church-

FURMAN: Wow, you’re so frum [laughter]. Midnight Mass. 

MARVINS: Midnight Mass at the Catholic- at the Episcopal Church. No, I really, I thought it 

was just beautiful. I would have loved decorating but I always clearly understood this ain’t my 

deal, I don’t get to do this. You know, and Hanukkah is really not comparable. 

FURMAN: And they didn’t think it was weird you were tagging along? 

MARVINS: Oh, no. 

FURMAN: Yeah. 

26 



       

  

     

 

   

     

 

   

  

    

   

     

    

   

 

MARVINS: No. She’s just my best- just you know, I’ve had three emails from her this week. 

You know, like I said these are my regular- they were mostly Episcopalians. I’d have to say that 

almost all of my close friends. I don’t know whether they were more Liberal or I guess. Well, the 

Baptists were another whole issue. 

FURMAN: Yeah, we didn’t talk about that. 

MARVINS: We couldn’t deal with the Baptists they were, you know- I don’t know if you’re a 

Baptist. 

WEBBER: No, no. I didn’t know the Baptists story. 

FURMAN: Southern Baptists. 

WEBBER: I mean, I know generally I do know. 

MARVINS: But you know sometimes I would go to the Methodist youth something or other 

because it was something to go along. But Episcopalians, all my best friends are Episcopalians 

that were from there. Anyway. Alright, that’s the story, any other questions, call me. 

FURMAN: No, you know how to get a hold of Libby. 
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	WEBBER: This is Katie Webber and Joshua Furman meeting with Libby Marvins on November 28th of 2018. Okay, so, now I feel sort of under pressure because the person that interviewed your mother did so well, but-[laughter] 
	MARVINS: But you’re not a professional, it’s okay. 
	WEBBER: I wanted to ask about your experiences with growing up in Wharton, so maybe you could tell me a little bit just about your life story and maybe up to where you’re living now, I know that’s a long thing but-
	MARVINS: Yeah. Well, I had a very lovely, happy childhood. You know, I had no terrible, traumatic things ever happen to me in my childhood growing up. I had my mother’s parents. At the time I was born we lived in a duplex next door to their house, which was next door to the hospital where I was born. And so my grandparents were a very large part of my life. I also had a great-grandfather who -let me back up. My grandfather had emigrated from Lithuania when he was a teenager. And he had relatives in Pennsylv
	FURMAN: What was his name, Libby? 
	MARVINS: Alexander Harrison. 
	FURMAN: Okay. 
	MARVINS: And he, the company he worked for sent him to Galveston to do the construction of the seawall which was built after the terrible hurricane of 1900 that destroyed Galveston. So, that 
	brought him to this part of the country. My grandmother had, her family had immigrated to Texas when she was about 5 -she was the youngest of her family. And they met, you know, through some mutual acquaintance and they married and so, I’m getting to where we wound up in Wharton. Anyway, she was the only one in her family who graduated from high school and it was like Houston High School, or something to that effect. And when he was through with the project in Galveston and they wanted to send him to South 
	FURMAN: And what was your grandmother’s name? 
	MARVINS: Bertha Feigelson-Harrison. 
	FURMAN: Bertha Feigelson-
	MARVINS: F-E-I-G-E-L-S-O-N, Harrison. 
	FURMAN: And I imagine Harrison wasn’t the family name when he came over? 
	MARVINS: It wasn’t, but the relatives that had come before him had taken that name. 
	FURMAN: Okay. 
	MARVINS: So, that’s why he took the name. And we’ve never known exactly what the name was because we think that when his father came-we had the passport but it appears, we think it was the passport of like some dead Russian that they got the-so we don’t think the name on the passport was the actual name. 
	FURMAN: Mm-hmm. 
	WEBBER: Yeah. 
	MARVINS: Although, we have some pictures of-I’m digressing too much. Let me keep on with getting to Wharton. Anyways, so they stayed in Wharton because [laughs] my grandmother didn’t want to go to South America. And my uncle, Toby Gordon, her brother-in-law, was quite 
	MARVINS: Although, we have some pictures of-I’m digressing too much. Let me keep on with getting to Wharton. Anyways, so they stayed in Wharton because [laughs] my grandmother didn’t want to go to South America. And my uncle, Toby Gordon, her brother-in-law, was quite 
	a character in Wharton, he was a renowned resident. I think I recently sent you a photograph of the, the nameplate on the bank. I can find it, and you know it had the directors of the Wharton Bank. 

	FURMAN: Yeah. 
	MARVINS: And he was one of the original directors of this bank in Wharton. So, he was a well-known character and a well-known person around town. And my grandfather really hated being in the dry goods business. He was a brilliant, brilliant person. Let’s see, I had a sandwich, yeah. Thank you. His mind was way too sharp to be working in a dry goods store. Is that yours? So eventually he started an accounting practice and stayed with that throughout the rest of his life. That was in the early 30s, he started
	WEBBER: And this is Arthur Holland. 
	MARVINS:  Mm-hm. Right. So, that’s how we, sorry, it’s hard for me to talk. 
	WEBBER: No, no, it’s okay. 
	MARVINS: Anyways, that’s how my family got to Wharton. Almost everyone else in the community was a merchant. 
	WEBBER: Mm-hmm. 
	MARVINS: And at that time, there really weren’t Jewish doctors, you know, in that generation. There weren’t so much, it was later generations that Jewish doctors became a big thing, but-
	FURMAN: Right. 
	MARVINS: At that time because of quotas and getting into medical school and everything there really weren’t. So although there were many doctors in Wharton there were no Jewish doctors. And everybody else had a store, basically, except us. And so the community was really unusual 
	MARVINS: At that time because of quotas and getting into medical school and everything there really weren’t. So although there were many doctors in Wharton there were no Jewish doctors. And everybody else had a store, basically, except us. And so the community was really unusual 
	in that there are a lot of small towns the size of Wharton but they didn’t have the size of Jewish population we had. 

	FURMAN: What do you attribute to that? 
	MARVINS: I’m not really sure how that evolved. Because a lot of those communities were settled along the Colorado River. 
	FURMAN: Okay. 
	MARVINS: Because goods were shipped on the river. But there were many other small towns along the river that didn’t ever develop that size population and I can’t really, I’ve never really known why did our community become so much, I mean, there were certainly groups of people that were related. We were also one of the only families that weren’t-other than this uncle I was talking about-we weren’t related to like, if you get into all that. All those people that came when we had the lunch that day, well like
	FURMAN: Right. 
	MARVINS: The Schwartz family, which led to the Wadler family and the Smith family, and there were a lot of those people that were related and I’m sure that connected a lot of them in, whereas we were just not related to the rest of them. 
	FURMAN: They all married each other? 
	MARVINS: Well, yeah, or related, you know. Related people that came because the other relatives were there. 
	FURMAN: Sure. 
	MARVINS: But we were really disproportionate to comparable, there’s lots of other towns like Wharton. 
	WEBBER: Mm-hmm. 
	MARVINS: And they’d have two Jewish merchants, so there’d be two Jewish families. Like my father’s sister and brother-in-law lived in Columbus, which is only about 45 minutes away, also 
	MARVINS: And they’d have two Jewish merchants, so there’d be two Jewish families. Like my father’s sister and brother-in-law lived in Columbus, which is only about 45 minutes away, also 
	on the Colorado. There were two Jewish families there, there was a very old Jewish cemetery there, which had been just overrun by weeds and nobody’d been buried there since the 30s, so maybe before that there had been other families there. But in my lifetime I never knew them except my aunt and uncle and one other family that was there. And that was pretty typical of the towns around, where there’d be one or two families. Ours was just, you know, on the High Holidays you couldn’t buy anything important beca

	FURMAN: Yeah, that’s a story that I hear again and again. 
	WEBBER:  Yeah. 
	MARVINS: Yeah. So it was a real unusual scenario and we had, as I grew up we had a full course of everything. We had Sunday school, we had Young Judaea, we had Hadassah, we had B’nai Brith, we had Sisterhood, we had, we always had a full-time rabbi. We drew from all the other towns around. 
	WEBBER: Mm-hm. 
	FURMAN: How many members do you think Shearith Israel had, when you were growing up? 
	MARVINS: I think it was, the number was like 90 families. 
	WEBBER: And, so the synagogue definitely drew membership from the surrounding towns, did the social and political organizations as well? Like, would people come in for the Hadassah circles? 
	MARVINS: Yeah. I mean, we were all one chapter whether it was Young Judaea-Like, we would have Sunday school in the morning and then we’d have lunch and then we’d have Young Judaea. And you know Hadassah met on a regular basis, B’nai Brith met on a regular-you know they all had their regular. But it took all three towns to support this, and there was always a lot of competition of well, “There’s more of us in Bay City; we should have this in Bay City.” And you know there was always squabbling over, you know
	FURMAN: Uh-huh. 
	MARVINS: And like the rabbi would go around and teach Hebrew for the kids that were studying for their bar and bat mitzvahs. Well, let me take that back, there was no such thing as bat mitzvahs then. But for bar mitzvahs he would go around one day a week to Bay City, El Campo, and then in Wharton at the synagogue and he would teach Hebrew to the kids. And then on, we always had Friday night service. I don’t remember much about Saturday morning service. I don’t know that we just didn’t go or if they didn’t e
	FURMAN: Oh, wow. 
	MARVINS: He didn’t like that but that was how it had to be. 
	FURMAN: That’s how it was. 
	MARVINS: I never, wait a minute, I’m going to get over to antisemitism. 
	WEBBER: Okay. 
	MARVINS: I never was really very aware of it, all of my girlfriend playmates were all gentiles and there was really no issue about it. But the issue of the Wharton Country Club, and you may have heard me on this subject before. 
	FURMAN: Yeah. 
	MARVINS: My mother hated the Wharton Country Club more than anything in the whole world. 
	FURMAN: Really? 
	MARVINS: Because she had grown up in Wharton, she had been comfortable there all her life, she had her place in society and the town, my grandfather was very well respected, and after the war when they decided to build a country club, they made it “no Jews allowed.” And to my mother this was the most shocking, it was like, “I’ve known these people all my life, where did this come from?” 
	WEBBER: Mm-hm. 
	FURMAN: Right. 
	MARVINS: She was absolutely indignant about it, furious about it. And it went along like that for a lot of years until they got into financial trouble. I’m talking way down the line later. And then suddenly they invited Jews to join the country club. And my mother was so indignant. That was the end of my father’s golf game because the other two men he played with joined the country club and she was like, “Over my dead body one nickel of my money is going to go to that club. If my father’s money wasn’t good 
	-

	FURMAN: Yeah. 
	MARVINS: It really took me back, so. So there were little, you know, things that occurred but basically we were very integrated into everything in the community. And right after World War II, and I know I’ve given Josh stuff about this in the archives, they formed a board to build a 
	MARVINS: It really took me back, so. So there were little, you know, things that occurred but basically we were very integrated into everything in the community. And right after World War II, and I know I’ve given Josh stuff about this in the archives, they formed a board to build a 
	junior college there because there were so many people coming out of World War II and to build a junior college. And when you look at the group picture of the founders of the junior college, about a third of the men in the picture are Jewish. You know, they were putting up the money and getting the money and finding the funding and whatever to build this college which has been very, it’s Wharton Junior College, it’s been very successful. 

	WEBBER: Mm-hm. 
	MARVINS: Had a major impact on the quality of the community. I mean, so many people came out of high school there who by going to junior college for a couple of years could then go on to a four-year school. So I think it made for a much more educated community, because the junior college was very important. 
	WEBBER: So you feel like the institutions in Wharton besides the country club were pretty well integrated-
	MARVINS: Mm-hmm. 
	WEBBER: -Not. That’s interesting. 
	MARVINS: Yeah. I mean that was the only issue where antisemitism kind of smacked us in the face. And anything else we were totally a part of everything. My parents were presidents of local organizations and there was like one PTO for the whole town and my mother was president of that, daddy was president of the Lion’s Club. You know, there were just-
	FURMAN: Mm-hm. What about memories of like Jewish observance growing up? So like, High Holidays, Passover, what was that like? 
	MARVINS: Well, we just had regular High-Holiday services. They did a-on Yom Kippur they did a break-fast in the community hall because people were from other towns and they needed to eat right away so we always had a community break-fast. But everything else was really family, you know, we didn’t-I mean Sunday School we had some kind of community seder but I mean every, you know, families had their own family seders. And we always had a sukkah attached, you know, even in the original synagogue we had a sukk
	FURMAN: Where did you like, go to get matzah and food for holidays? 
	MARVINS: Okay. I don’t know what the company was but we would get these order forms months in advance and you would order what you wanted for Passover and they would send them in and then there’d be a day when it would arrive and they would set it up in the community hall and you’d go there and pick up your matzahs and all your stuff, and that’s how we got it. Now a lot of-now people that kept kosher had to come into, you know, if they needed kosher, particularly if they needed kosher meats, those people ca
	FURMAN: Right. Sure. 
	MARVINS: Whenever we would come in and my parents were driving we’d always have to go to Alfred’s. My mother-they had a real good bakery, they had challah and rye bread and danish and all that, so we’d always have to go there and get those kind of foods. So, I mean like I said, we didn’t keep kosher so we had a lot less issues with-
	FURMAN: Right. 
	MARVINS: -getting stuff but. 
	FURMAN: Yeah. Was there a variety of observance levels in the community? 
	MARVINS: Oh yeah. 
	FURMAN: Can you talk about that? 
	MARVINS: Mm-hmm. Our congregation was affiliated with, whatever the Conservative-what’s the main Conservative
	-

	FURMAN: United Synagogues. 
	MARVINS: Yeah, they were affiliated with that main thing. But as was always explained to a new rabbi when a new rabbi came, “You gotta do it all. Because we range from totally, you know, I mean nearly non-observant, only on the High Holidays, Reform to Orthodox.” So mainly we went by Conservative rules. And you know, people just came less if they were Reform. But we wore, I mean the men wore, kippahs and tallit. It really went by the rules of Conservative, you know? 
	FURMAN: So services would be mostly in Hebrew with some English readings, or a lot of English? 
	MARVINS: A lot of English. It was, it was the same book that they had at Beth Yeshurun like forever. 
	FURMAN: Right. 
	MARVINS: And it would be, you know, transliteration on one side and it was a mix and you could follow along. 
	FURMAN: Sure. 
	MARVINS: I don’t know, I’m just trying to-When I took my husband out there to the synagogue for the first time before our wedding, and he had grown up at Emanu El, the one that’s around the corner here, and I’m like, “And you will be wearing a yarmulke” and he was like “No, no, I don’t wear a yarmulke, I didn’t even wear one for my bar mitzvah” and I’m like, “You will be wearing one, this is how it’s gonna be.” [laughter] 
	WEBBER: And it didn’t cause any rift in the community, in terms of like, some people wanted more observance, or? 
	MARVINS: Well, you really just had to accept that’s what we had. 
	WEBBER: Yeah. 
	MARVINS: I mean, it wasn’t like the city, where you could choose this, this, or this. It was like if you wanted to have a rabbi, this was gonna be it. [phone rings] I was expecting that call but 
	I’m not taking that. No, everybody, you know, they’d grumble about “services are too long because those people want it longer.” There was grumbling, but you knew there was no alternative -it had to be middle of the road. And we had, you know, rabbis that came and went but this Rabbi Rosenberg was there the longest, throughout all our childhood, and then after that it was an assortment of, from bad to worse. 
	FURMAN: From bad to worse, right? 
	MARVINS: You know they finally got to the point where we couldn’t afford to pay a rabbi so we’d have somebody that came out from somewhere twice a month, once a month for Sabbath services which was, you know, all you could do. It was, you know, just kind of a different place and time. It was just, when my age group went off to college, we didn’t go back, you know. Like I graduated from high school in ‘64, pretty much anybody in our, you know, from several years above me to anybody after me, you know, everyb
	FURMAN: Sure. 
	MARVINS: Gordon Franklin, continued until he got flooded to run their-you know, that was the last family business in Wharton. 
	FURMAN: Yeah. 
	MARVINS: And then the Davis family which had a men’s store, and Kenny died very young and that was the end of that one so that was, they were the only two that came back to run their family businesses. My father was kind of looking toward retirement and didn’t wanna-wait a minute, okay. My father wanted to retire and sell his practice but he wanted to be sure that my brother – my brother is also a CPA and a lawyer -he wanted to make sure my brother didn’t want it, which he didn’t. And when he was convinced 
	FURMAN: Did you ever feel guilty about any of that? Or did anyone try to make you feel guilty? Or parents kind of expected their children not to come back? 
	MARVINS: Right. They wanted you to go to college. They wanted you to succeed. No, no I mean, and at the time I finished college, it wasn’t in that “shutting down” mode, you know it was still a fairly healthy situation there. So no, I didn’t feel any, any guilt about that. It was just a-you know, things just happen at a unique place and time. 
	FURMAN: Yeah. 
	MARVINS: And I’m sure a lot of the people came there after the war, there was only one, I think two – there were two families there that had Holocaust survivors – that were Holocaust survivors. One was the Penn family. You know, when I say, I’m talking things on the arm. The Penn family had a store in New Gulf. New Gulf was a company town, there’s a Texas Gulf Sulphur was there and it was just a company town and when they closed the company, the town went away. But the Penn’s had a dry goods store there.  T
	MARVINS: And I’m sure a lot of the people came there after the war, there was only one, I think two – there were two families there that had Holocaust survivors – that were Holocaust survivors. One was the Penn family. You know, when I say, I’m talking things on the arm. The Penn family had a store in New Gulf. New Gulf was a company town, there’s a Texas Gulf Sulphur was there and it was just a company town and when they closed the company, the town went away. But the Penn’s had a dry goods store there.  T
	saw that picture he said, “I did that, I was there.” And I’m like you, in forty years you’ve never told me that. He had this feeling of “there but for the grace of God go I. I would have been one of those people if my parents hadn’t left, I would be one of those-,” and it was so painful to him to understand the relationship of those. You know, we didn’t have any personal family that we knew of but to see that, and he never talked about it, and I didn’t, you know-and then later when we discussed it he said h

	FURMAN: What about Israel? Did you grow up learning about Israel? 
	MARVINS: Yeah. 
	FURMAN: Studying about Israel, to what extent was Zionism part of the culture at Shearith Israel? 
	MARVINS: It was a very big part because, of course, Israel was established in ’48, so I was, you know, a small child. At that time we were always raising money for things, sending stuff to Israel, having bond drives. I mean we had the blue, you know, the little blue boxes for charity-
	FURMAN: For JNF (Jewish National Fund). 
	MARVINS: So it was, it was, yes we talked about Israel a lot, we studied it in Sunday school, we looked at the maps, you know. It was very much a part of our, and you probably heard Fred Zeidman tell this story about how we would you know pack these boxes, people would give like clothes or like when they’d finish the sales at the department stores in Wharton they’d bring over the, you know, whatever didn’t sell and they’d pack these-. They’d get these big wooden boxes I think from the undertaker, they were 
	FURMAN: Wow. 
	MARVINS: So we were very aware of the formation of Israel. And there were a number of kids in Wharton around my age who went to Camp Blue Star. You know about-? 
	FURMAN: Mm-hmm. 
	MARVINS: Okay. I didn’t go because I didn’t want to go to camp. You couldn’t’ve blasted me out of, you know? But people were involved in what was going on and, you know, I could name off half a dozen people that went to Camp Blue-it was, you know, available and people did and I mean in school, you know, we were very integrated but when I was finishing high school and I was going to UT I was so excited that I was going to really be living in a Jewish-you know I was gonna be, I was getting Jewish friends. Whi
	WEBBER: This isn’t about Wharton, this is just out of interest, where did you like meet and hang out with other Jewish people and Jewish boys at UT? 
	MARVINS: Well, mostly fraternity parties. I was very active in sorority, I was president of my sorority, at that time it was all Jewish. We didn’t go through-there was rush, but then there was Jewish rush. They can’t do that anymore, it’s not legal but we had three Jewish sororities at the time. We weren’t going to get invitations to the non-Jewish sororities, so we all-anybody who was Jewish who was going to the University of Texas, you went to Jewish rush. So we only went to the three Jewish houses and yo
	MARVINS: Well, mostly fraternity parties. I was very active in sorority, I was president of my sorority, at that time it was all Jewish. We didn’t go through-there was rush, but then there was Jewish rush. They can’t do that anymore, it’s not legal but we had three Jewish sororities at the time. We weren’t going to get invitations to the non-Jewish sororities, so we all-anybody who was Jewish who was going to the University of Texas, you went to Jewish rush. So we only went to the three Jewish houses and yo
	in our own little, we were in our own little world. We had our own little bubble in our own little world, and I liked that very much because coming from Wharton I hadn’t had camaraderie with Jewish kids my age, so I liked it very very much. It was a very happy, fun thing to me and actually me and my parents had gone through that same experience too. My father had come from a small town, went to University of Texas, well both of my parents went to UT, but daddy was in a fraternity. It was the same scenario o

	FURMAN: Do you go back ever? Do you go back there to see people or drive around? 
	MARVINS: Well, I was going-. Well, my mother died a year ago October, so I was going over and over and over and we sold the house and, I’m getting it even confused-I mean we sold the studio -we sold the house and we closed on the house in April and then, you know, we had an unveiling in September. I mean, I don’t have any-I have one real close girlfriend there and I keep in touch with her. But unless I had some event to go to, you know, I’ll go to the cemetery periodically. But I don’t have my home base. I 
	WEBBER: It was 88 years. It was 1918 through 2002. 
	MARVINS: Yeah, so just short of 100 years. That’s the history we had, and you know for the most part, I mean, it wasn’t any, you know, we didn’t have the Klan and we didn’t have-you know there were other -I remember reading a book a number of years ago and it was a man who grew up in one of the towns in Mississippi or Alabama and he talked about how his father would take him to a Klan parade and they could, his father could tell him who was under the hood because he’d sold every one of them their shoes, and
	FURMAN: He’d recognize them by their shoes. 
	MARVINS: And he’d say, the kid sitting on his shoulder didn’t know who they were because they had their Klan hoods on and he could tell him. He could tell him, “I know that’s Mr. soand-so, I sold him his shoes.” [Laughter] I mean, we didn’t have, I don’t ever remember there was anything ever about the Klan. I don’t remember any stories of, as far as difficulties for the Black community, I don’t know whether I was just oblivious to it or, you know, like the kind of mad stories you hear from the South. 
	-

	FURMAN: Do you remember segregation in Wharton as a kid? 
	MARVINS: Oh, absolutely. I’m just old enough to remember the water fountains, the bathrooms, and the local movie theater. There was the place where you bought the tickets and then around the side of it, it said “Colored,” and they had to go up a side door and sit in the balcony. So, and I, you know, I found that, there was just something about this and the water fountains and the bathrooms, I knew that there was something innately bad about that about being [incomprehensible]. So what their revenge was, the
	MARVINS: Oh, absolutely. I’m just old enough to remember the water fountains, the bathrooms, and the local movie theater. There was the place where you bought the tickets and then around the side of it, it said “Colored,” and they had to go up a side door and sit in the balcony. So, and I, you know, I found that, there was just something about this and the water fountains and the bathrooms, I knew that there was something innately bad about that about being [incomprehensible]. So what their revenge was, the
	years they integrated because we had two separate high schools and then they integrated. But, I missed all, you know, I was the very last class that was completely segregated, and then that whole process started but that was, I graduated in ‘64 so that was right when all that was going on. So I missed out on-I mean I’m not aware of any episodes or incidents because I just, I was gone and it was done. So now the schools, the schools are probably predominantly-or let me say minority, the schools are now minor

	FURMAN: Yeah, sure. 
	MARVINS: Real bad. Any more questions? 
	WEBBER: No. 
	MARVINS: Well, if you think of anything else, feel free to call me and I’ll have to see if I can give you the date of that recording. 
	FURMAN: You know what? You know what we didn’t talk about? 
	MARVINS:  What? 
	FURMAN:  We didn’t talk about the barbecue. 
	MARVINS: The barbecue. That was the fundraiser, and I used to make fun of them because what they would sell those chickens for, I’m like, “You’re not even making any money.” They paid more for the kosher chickens-they only had a certain number of kosher chickens. They paid more for the kosher chickens, than they -they didn’t sell the tickets at a different price. In other words, the tickets were one price and if you requested a kosher chicken-and a lot of people requested them not because they kept kosher b
	MARVINS: The barbecue. That was the fundraiser, and I used to make fun of them because what they would sell those chickens for, I’m like, “You’re not even making any money.” They paid more for the kosher chickens-they only had a certain number of kosher chickens. They paid more for the kosher chickens, than they -they didn’t sell the tickets at a different price. In other words, the tickets were one price and if you requested a kosher chicken-and a lot of people requested them not because they kept kosher b
	for the chicken and I used to say, “Daddy, this is insane.” You know, when I was a full-fledged adult and I’d see this, “You’re going to all this work, you’re not even making any money.” “Oh we can’t charge any more than that because the Baptists have this and they charge such-andsuch, the Catholics have this and they charge such-and-such,” and he could name off every other religion in town and what they charged for their event, “So we can’t charge any more” and I’m like, charge more for the kosher chickens
	-


	FURMAN: What time of year was it? 
	MARVINS: I would say it was probably in June. 
	FURMAN: In June. 
	MARVINS: Yeah, I don’t, I can’t put my finger on it but it was probably June. You probably have some minutes, I gave you some notes of Daddy’s. 
	FURMAN: I believe we do. 
	MARVINS: I gave you notes of Daddy’s about the stuff to do. 
	FURMAN: I believe we do. 
	MARVINS: The letter he sent out to people of what they had to do for the barbecue. So we had that, so anyway, that was our community thing. In a small town like that every church, you know, whether it was the so-and-so pancake dinner or, you know, it was a commonly done thing in a small town that you have something like that in the community. You know, the community thing. 
	FURMAN: The Jews and gentiles would come out and-? 
	MARVINS: Oh yeah.  Yeah.  If they didn’t eat there they would get it to-go. A lot of people got to-go stuff. 
	FURMAN: It sounds like it also became a kind of reunion event where people would come back? 
	MARVINS: It was. Yeah yeah, it was and a lot of people would come to that, yeah, so we’d see everybody then. I mean as a kid I found it just a pain in the ass and I didn’t want to be there, but you know as an adult we always went. Daddy was always sitting there with the cash box. 
	FURMAN: He was the treasurer. 
	MARVINS: Yes, yes, the treasurer, so. And then usually when it was all over – well, you know who Lester Smith is, don’t you? 
	FURMAN: Yeah. 
	MARVINS: When it was all over, Lester would give Daddy a check. It would be more than what they made on the whole barbecue -this isn’t like a known fact -but it would be more than they made on the whole barbecue. And this was when Lester wasn’t a billionaire yet but he was still very, he was always very very generous to the Wharton congregation. So I’d look at that check and I’d go “Y’all worked your asses off to make whatever, and then Lester just gives you a check for more than that, you know, good.” What
	FURMAN: Maybe as a last question, do you think there’s anything special or unusual or different about growing up Jewish in a small town? 
	MARVINS: Yeah, yeah. It’s different. 
	FURMAN: As opposed to, you know, coming from Houston or Dallas or Boston? What’s different? 
	MARVINS: Well, Buz and I have talked about that a lot because all of his friends were Jewish. And with the exception of Fred and Ellis, you know, like mine weren’t. And it’s just a different, 
	it was a different type of friendship. There were always, I guess you’d say like codewords that Fred and I would have, like if something happened in class and it would be something kind of, you know, like Fred and I would give each other a look. You know there was just, there was just that link that I had with Fred that I didn’t have with anybody else. And it was just more things in common. It was just what my experience, my whole life experience was, and it was people that I had more in common with. So alt
	it was a different type of friendship. There were always, I guess you’d say like codewords that Fred and I would have, like if something happened in class and it would be something kind of, you know, like Fred and I would give each other a look. You know there was just, there was just that link that I had with Fred that I didn’t have with anybody else. And it was just more things in common. It was just what my experience, my whole life experience was, and it was people that I had more in common with. So alt
	nose job that was quite the talk of the town. It was the summer between my, I guess it was the summer before my senior year in high school, and my mother had a very beautiful, elegant cousin who was a professional model and when she came for my grandmother’s funeral, she sat my mother down and said, “She needs a nose job.” [Laughter] I remember sitting on the sofa and her giving my mother this lecture, and my mother was in awe of this woman, she was very beautiful and elegant. She was pretty close in age to

	FURMAN: Wow. 
	MARVINS: Nose jobs were very common at that time. 
	FURMAN: Very common in those days. 
	MARVINS: It was very common. I mean of my Houston girlfriends that I know everybody had a nose job, it was just real common. 
	FURMAN: How did you feel about that? 
	MARVINS: I was thrilled, you know. 
	FUMAN: Yeah? 
	MARVINS: I was thrilled because I didn’t like my nose, and my father had a very large nose and mine wasn’t as large but it was the same shape, but wasn’t as large, but I was thrilled with this concept. But it was quite -I guess there was nobody else in our high school at that time, no, there wouldn’t have been anybody else. So when I had this it was like, I mean, like a whole carload — I was in the hospital maybe one or two nights at Methodist Hospital. Like a whole car-load came in to see me at the hospita
	FURMAN: In an anti-Semitic way? 
	MARVINS: That’s how my mother perceived it, yeah. 
	FURMAN: Yeah. 
	MARVINS: So when this car-load of kids, and he brought this car-load of kids to Methodist hospital to see me, you know, and I’m all bandaged up like this, my mother was really digging the knife in him. She goes, “You’re the reason we had to do this.” You know, he wasn’t but she got in his face and said “You’re the reason.” We laughed about that forever how she nailed him about that. But it was her cousin telling her you need to do this [laughter]. But that was another thing about me that was, that other peo
	FUMAN: Right. 
	MARVINS: Nobody else did that in my peer age. So, Barbara Streisand kind of changed that for everybody. When Barbara Streisand made it okay to have an unattractive, big nose, then it was okay, people quit doing it. 
	FURMAN: Then big noses were in. 
	MARVINS: Then it was in, right. 
	FURMAN: Then it was trendy. 
	MARVINS: It was trendy. But no, I could name, off the top of my head, I could name umpteen friends of mine that did that. But they were girls, not girls I grew up with but girls I knew later in life. Anyway, it was a different-but it gave me a broader world view or something. I don’t know, I always felt so creeped out when I would see the restrooms, men, women, and colored. We always had a black maid and she was a very subservient type of person. I mean, I don’t say that we treated her disrespectfully in an
	FURMAN: Sure. 
	MARVINS: We had a, NCJW had a book review of The Help and it was real interesting, the divide between those of us who were there who grew up in the South and those of us who were there who grew up in like Brooklyn. So like-
	FURMAN: Different worlds. 
	MARVINS: Completely different world experiences. So as we started talking through that, and you know those of us who grew up in the South and like one of the girls is actually from Jackson, Mississippi, which is where that was set and they started talking about the fact that there was a bathroom that the maid used and in the book they made a lot of issue about the bathroom that the maid used. So as we sat and talked about it that day, and I remember in particular one of the girls who grew up in Waco and one
	FURMAN: Jewish women who grew up here-
	MARVINS: -and in Brooklyn. It was a whole different you know they didn’t have those kind of experiences with racism, I don’t know that they didn’t have racism but it was not in the way we had it in the South. I used to, when we would take the maid home and we would see how she lived I would say like, “Oh, that’s just terrible.” I knew that that was just terrible. 
	FURMAN: Did most of your friends growing up also have maids? 
	MARVINS: Yeah, everybody had a black maid. 
	FURMAN: Everybody had. 
	MARVINS: Yeah, everybody had a black maid. It was just-
	FURMAN: It’s what you had. 
	MARVINS: Yeah, it’s what you had, and there weren’t as many Hispanics around at the time. The Hispanic population has grown more since then. And I don’t, I mean, there were Hispanic kids in school with me all the way from the beginning on, there were always Hispanic kids in school, but they didn’t play a large part in the community but they weren’t, I don’t know how you would say, I don’t know if they felt discriminated in any ways or not because they were in school with us, but I’ll tell you one thing that
	Furman: Yeah, right. 
	MARVINS: But in those days it was like [gasps] “Oh my God,” it was like the worst thing in the world. It later became, everybody’s kid gets head lice somewhere, okay. 
	FURMAN: Everyone gets it. 
	MARVINS: Have your kids had that yet? 
	FURMAN: Not yet. 
	MARVINS: I mean, I remember when our kids came home from the JCC with head lice and I’m like, “what?” Okay, but back in the day the school nurse would come around about once a month and do a check. So for those of us who were White and she knew us, she wasn’t the least bit concerned with us, she would just pat us on the head, and then she would get to the Hispanic kids and she would be digging through their hair looking for lice and then when that was over there would be a message that certain people were c
	FURMAN: Sure. Because White kids come from clean houses, they don’t get-
	MARVINS: Right, right and so you know those kind of things went on. It just, you know-
	FURMAN: You notice that. 
	MARVINS: You notice those. 
	FURMAN: So being Jewish from a small town in Texas is different. I mean it could instill in you-it could make you tough and instill in you a kind of sense of pride or it could be a source of embarrassment. 
	MARVINS: Well, there was just a thing, you just kind of kept your mouth shut about it. You didn’t want to be different. 
	FUMAN: Right. 
	MARVINS: You know, growing up you don’t want to be different, you don’t want to be the other. So, never made any issue of-like I said with the Christmas ornament or whatever and if I had to sing Christmas songs in the pageant, well I just sang ‘em. You know we didn’t make any to-do about it. And our mothers went through a period of time, and I don’t know how much they fought it, but I know they fought it, we were not given an excused absence on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and at some point finally, I guess
	WEBBER:  Mm-hmm. 
	FURMAN:  Yeah, Kolter. 
	MARVINS: They either do it for Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur, one or the other as an in-service day. I don’t know how they, maybe the other one will fall on a weekend of something but they wouldn’t have that issue that we were having in those days, and so again you knew you were different, you knew all the stores were closed that day. 
	WEBBER: Yeah. 
	FURMAN: That was great. Libby, thank you so much. 
	MARVINS: Well, I hope you write a wonderful paper, I hope to see it. Anyway, you know, it’s just one of those slices out of history. Different place, a different time. FURMAN: That’s great, all right. MARVINS: Alright, well. I’ve been to the temple to buy my box of Hanukkah candles. FURMAN: Good. MARVINS: It’s not very exciting when you, you know-
	FURMAN: Sunday night. MARVINS: As old as my grandchildren are and they don’t live here, it’s not very exciting. But it’s never, you know, Hanukkah’s never been like-like Christmas was like way better you know? I would try to stay the night at my best friend’s house on Christmas Eve and I loved the tree and I’d go over whatever night they decorated their tree, I would go and I loved it. But I knew it was never-it wasn’t like if I begged my parents a lot I’m gonna have one. There was no question. 
	FURMAN: A lot of Jewish families did have trees. MARVINS: A lot of Jewish families did. I knew there was no-and I don’t really know if any of the Wharton families did or not, probably not. I mean, Buz said a lot of his friends had a blue and white tree. But I knew no matter how much I begged or pleaded it wasn’t going to happen. But I 
	thought it was beautiful and I loved all the traditions and I would spend the night on Christmas Eve with my best friend then I would go to Midnight Mass with them at the Episcopal church-FURMAN: Wow, you’re so frum [laughter]. Midnight Mass. MARVINS: Midnight Mass at the Catholic-at the Episcopal Church. No, I really, I thought it 
	was just beautiful. I would have loved decorating but I always clearly understood this ain’t my deal, I don’t get to do this. You know, and Hanukkah is really not comparable. FURMAN: And they didn’t think it was weird you were tagging along? MARVINS: Oh, no. FURMAN: Yeah. 
	MARVINS: No. She’s just my best-just you know, I’ve had three emails from her this week. You know, like I said these are my regular-they were mostly Episcopalians. I’d have to say that almost all of my close friends. I don’t know whether they were more Liberal or I guess. Well, the Baptists were another whole issue. 
	FURMAN: Yeah, we didn’t talk about that. 
	MARVINS: We couldn’t deal with the Baptists they were, you know-I don’t know if you’re a Baptist. WEBBER: No, no. I didn’t know the Baptists story. FURMAN: Southern Baptists. WEBBER: I mean, I know generally I do know. MARVINS: But you know sometimes I would go to the Methodist youth something or other 
	because it was something to go along. But Episcopalians, all my best friends are Episcopalians that were from there. Anyway. Alright, that’s the story, any other questions, call me. FURMAN: No, you know how to get a hold of Libby. 





