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Discussing division

ANDREW GROTTKAU & EMILY ABDOW
EDITORS-IN-CHIEF

The president of Rice University 
introduced the former president of 
the United States to the crowd at the 
Baker Institute’s 25th Anniversary 
Gala by listing three things the 
Thresher Backpage wrote 11 years 
ago that the two men have in 
common. Both David Leebron and 
Barack Obama attended Harvard 
Law School, served as presidents 
of the Harvard Law Review and 
married women who are way out of 
their league.

Obama and former Secretary of 
State James A. Baker III participated 
in a discussion centered on 
bipartisanship and the evolution of 
American politics. The event raised 
$5.4 million according to Baker 
Institute Director Edward Djerejian. 

Jon Meacham, a presidential 
historian who won the Pulitzer Prize 
for Biography in 2009, moderated 
the discussion. 

Meacham declined to mention 
President Donald Trump by name, 
instead referring to him as “Voldemort.” 

Obama also didn’t mention the 
president by name but seemed to 

reference the Trump administration 
when he described what he believes 
to be his greatest achievement: 
sustaining his core values in “an 
environment where that is difficult 
to sustain.”

“Not only did I not get indicted, 
nobody in my administration 
got indicted which is the only 
administration in modern history 
that can be said about,” Obama said. 
“In fact, no one came close to being 
indicted partly because the people 
who joined us were there for the right 
reasons. We were there to serve.”

Obama and Baker agreed a major 
difference in American politics 
from Baker’s time to Obama’s is the 
increasing divide between the left and 
right and the disappearance of the 
center. They attributed this difference 
in part to the changing landscape of 
the media. 

ANNA TA
NEWS EDITOR

Rice University is investigating 
Michael Deem, a professor of 
bioengineering, regarding his 
involvement in creating the first 
genetically edited babies. 

He Jiankui, a scientist in China 
who was advised by Deem while 
pursuing his doctorate at Rice, 
claims to have altered a genome 
in the embryos of twin girls who 
were born this month, according 
to the New York Times. He has not 
yet provided proof or evidence, 
but said he edited the genome to 
be resistant to HIV. According to 
the Times, it is highly unusual 
for scientists to announce 
groundbreaking research without 
providing data for peer review. 

The Associated Press reported 
that Deem helped with He’s research 
and is on the scientific advisory 
boards of He’s two companies.

Deliberate gene altering is 
illegal in the United States, but 
not in China. According to Doug 
Miller, director of news and media 
relations at Rice, to the university’s 
knowledge, none of the clinical 
research was performed in the 
United States.

“Regardless of where it was 
conducted, this work as described 
in press reports, violates scientific 
conduct guidelines and is 
inconsistent with ethical norms of 
the scientific community and Rice 
University,” Miller said. 

According to the New York 
Times, a group of 122 Chinese 
scientists published a statement 
condemning He’s actions. Rice’s 
public statement said that the 
research raises troubling scientific, 
legal and ethical questions.

Rice Professor 
investigated 
for ethics
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SA debates expanded aid to int’l undergrads
RYND MORGAN
THRESHER STAFF 

The 24 co-sponsors of a resolution to 
expand financial aid for international 
undergraduates addressed concerns 
about the legislation, and two of the 
co-sponsors introduced a bill for a 
related task force at Monday’s Senate.

The resolution calls for the 
creation of an emergency fund to 
aid international students and the 
eventual inclusion of international 
undergraduates in the Rice Investment. 

“[The] administration has been 
frustrated that our language comes 
off as seeming that we want this 
implemented tomorrow, and we try to 
address that here,” McMurtry College 
senator Joyce Chen said. “We hope that 
[the resolution] reflects our expectation 
that it will not be resolved tomorrow.”

The proposed task force would 
work with the administration to 
implement the resolution if it passes, 
according to the task force legislation.

“We don’t want the resolution 
to stay words on a page, we want to 
create action out of it, and we did not 
want to take until second semester,” 
task force co-sponsor and Baker 
College senator Eli Mensing said. 
“Some students are facing the very 
real possibility of not coming back to 
Rice. We at least wanted to see if there 
was anything we could do while we 
were still at Rice.”

Student Association President 
Ariana Engles said while she 
understands the resolution sponsors’ 
arguments for passing the resolution 
and task force concurrently, she is 
concerned about the timeline of the 
legislative process. 

“I have some reservations about 
the task force being introduced 
consecutively with the resolution, 
partially because it’s the end of the 
semester and so it’s really difficult 
to make sure that everyone is aware, 
because we all have other things 
that we’re doing,” Engles, a Lovett 
College junior, said. “Also, I think I 
would have preferred to have seen 
the resolution passed and then have 
a task force created.”

Sid Richardson senator Will Mundy, 
who is a co-sponsor of the resolution, 
said he has constituents who support 
the emergency fund aspect of the 
resolution but are concerned about 
supporting the inclusion of international 
undergraduates in the Rice Investment 
before there is research into the cost of 
doing so. He suggested splitting the two 
components into separate resolutions.
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Even our adversaries 
expect us to solve 
problems and expect 
us to keep things 
running. 

Barack Obama
FORMER U.S. PRESIDENT
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Obama, Baker tackle bipartisanship
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“In 1981, your news cycle was still 
governed by the stories that were going 
to be filed by the [Associated Press], 
Washington Post, maybe New York Times 
and the three broadcast stations,” Obama 
said. “There was a common set of facts, a 
baseline around which both parties had 
to adapt and respond to. By the time I 
take office, what you increasingly have 
is a media environment where if you are 
a Fox News viewer, 
you have an entirely 
different reality than 
if you are a New York 
Times reader.”

Baker also noted 
that members of 
Congress don’t move 
their families to 
Washington, which 
leads to an increased 
divide due to less 
socializing between 
the parties. Obama 
partially explained 
this change by the 
increase of women in the workforce.

“When I was a senator, I didn’t move 
my family there, in part for a healthy 
reason, which is a lot of spouses now 
have careers,” Obama said.  “Michelle 
was like, ‘Yo, I got a job.’” 

Gerrymandering was another  dividing 
force discussed during the talk, but one 
that Obama called a “solvable problem.” 
He pointed out that in California there 
is now a nonpartisan independent 
commission that determines district 
sizes. But Baker was less optimistic 
about the ease of Obama’s proposed 
gerrymandering solution.

“The problem with that, Mr. President, 
is it means taking power out of the hands 
of the politicians,” Baker said. “And I don’t 
know where it’s going to work.”

Obama called race “one of the major 
fault lines in America,” referring to it as a 
contradiction that the United States has failed 
to address throughout its history. He said the 
progress America has made toward issues 
like racial equality, gender equality and 
LGBTQ issues has disrupted what he termed 
a “consensus” that had existed in politics. 
Obama and Baker agreed that these issues 

led to the expansion of 
identity politics, which 
Obama said is not 
necessarily new.

“When people say 
they don’t like identity 
politics, I think it’s 
important to remember 
that identity politics 
doesn’t just apply to 
when it’s white people or 
gay people or women,” 
Obama said. “The folks 
that really originated 
identity politics were 
folks who said the Three-

fifths clause and all that stuff. That’s identity 
politics … Jim Crow was identity politics.”

A common mistake, Obama said, 
is to think problems in Congress stem 
from the people. He noted that, with the 
exception of “some bums,” the problem 
stems from underlying dynamics.

“People ask me often what surprised 
me most about the presidency,” Obama 
said. “It is the degree to which the United 
States underwrites the international order. 
When you start getting dysfunction in 
Washington ... it provides opportunities 
for disorder to start ramping up all 
around the world.” 

“In the resolve section, there’s the 
one recommendation that the emergency 
fund be made, and then there’s also the 
recommendation about the increased aid for 
international students,” Mundy said. “I was 
wondering why these two are included in 
the resolution, because I feel that a lot of my 
constituents that I’ve talked to feel strongly 
about one of these policies, but the other one 
they’re not entirely on board.”

Chen said both facets are included in one 
resolution because they are about one topic 
affecting one population.

“If we boil this entire legislation down 
to one thing, it’s that we think there 
should be equal treatment of domestic and 
international students,” Chen, a junior, said.

Chen also said the task of conducting 
research on costs and feasibility should fall 
to those involved with the Rice Investment.

“My job is not to be here to figure out 
whether or not it’s possible,” Chen said. 

“I believe that it’s possible. If you believe 
international students should be given the 
Rice Investment, you should vote yes [on 
the resolution].”

Duncan College freshman Rodrigo 
Gonzales-Rojas said he believed some 
students are worried that potential 
expansion of international student financial 
aid may jeopardize aid offered to domestic 
students through Rice Investment.

“Would the presidents or senators be 
willing to poll their constituents to specifically 

ask, ‘Are you okay if this leads to a change 
in domestic financial aid?’” Gonzaels-Rojas 
said. “I think that’s a question that’s on a lot 
of people’s mind, especially mine.”

Maurice Frediere, SA external vice 
president, said the likelihood that the 
administration makes a change to domestic 
aid offered through the Rice Investment is 
“incredibly low.”

“Rice has made [the Rice Investment] a 
huge part of our marketing to prospective 
students,” Frediere said. “The original 
proposal will stay as it is. If anything this will 
lead to a separate fundraising campaign, 
some other reallocation of resources, but it 
won’t be part of the Rice Investment.”

An ad-hoc committee composed of 
Chen, Mensing, Rice International Student 
Association President Chenlin Huang and 
Duncan College president Greg Van Kirk 
will write a letter with amendments that will 
be added to the resolution, according to SA 
Parliamentarian Nick Jerge.

According to Engles, the ad-hoc 
committee is an attempt to address some of 
the questions that were asked at the Senate 
meeting on Nov. 19, when the resolution was 
first introduced. 

“I do think they did a very good job in 
being scrupulous about writing this bill,” 
Engles said. “These are a group of people 
that are trying to make a statement ... I 
want to make sure that no matter what 
this student group does, I really hope that 
it is incremental, because I want it to be 
good, and sometimes good change takes 
a long time.”

FROM PAGE 1

INTERNATIONAL

The folks that really 
originated identity 
politics were folks 
who said the Three-
Fifths clause and 
all that stuff. That’s 
identity politics. 
Barack Obama
FORMER U.S. PRESIDENT
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Former president Barack Obama participated in a conversation about bipartisanship with 
former Secretary of State James A. Baker III, moderated by John Meacham, presidential 
historian, on Tuesday night.

Fondren funds
Fondren receives $2 million to 
fund fellows program for students 
to conduct research.
See more at ricethresher.org

Lock your doors
Rice University Police Department 
is investigating thefts from dorm 
rooms.
See more at ricethresher.org
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Gwendolyn Bradford, Rice professor 
of philosophy and ethics, said that as 
a scientist at Rice, Deem and He have 
obligations to abide by policies set by 
research organizations and U.S. laws 
regulating the treatment of human subjects. 

Bradford said she believes that the 
possibility of coercion or exploitation 
of the parents of the twin girls is very 
high. The Associated Press reported 
that Deem claimed the potential 
participants “absolutely” understood 
the risks and that he was there when 
they gave their consent to participate 
in the research.

Arguments as to why gene editing 
may be morally impermissible include 
the violation of an individual’s 
autonomy — tinkering with their 
genetic material to bypass their 
capacity to shape their own life — or 
the potential of causing harm to the 
individual, according to Bradford.

“Since gene editing is a very 
new technology, the effects and 
ramifications are barely understood,” 
Bradford wrote in an email.

Bradford said that it is not entirely 
clear if gene editing is morally 
impermissible, given that the intended 
effects of the gene editing process are 
benevolent ones.

“A primary objection, however, to 
interventions of this kind is usually 
put in the form of a ‘slippery slope’ 
argument – even if some instances 
of gene editing are benevolent, the 
same technology could just as easily 
be used for other purposes, such as 
enhancement,” Bradford said. “It’s 
actually quite difficult to make a case 
against gene editing all by itself. The 
more compelling concerns arise from 
either the objectionable treatment of 
people involved in the experiments, 
or from the possibility of harm, either 
to the subjects or to other people in 
society more generally.”

AMY QIN
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

Rice University will review the US 
Department of Education’s proposed Title IX 
changes and begin planning a response to 
the final regulations once they are released, 
according to an email sent by Dean of 
Undergraduates Bridget Gorman.

A key provision from the 149-page 
proposal, released Nov. 16, is the guaranteed 
right of the accused to conduct a live cross-
examination of the accuser through a lawyer 
or other advisor. The new proposal also 
defines sexual harassment as “unwelcome 
conduct on the basis of sex that is so severe, 
pervasive, and objectively offensive that it 
effectively denies a person equal access to 
the school’s education program or activity,” 
as opposed to the previous administration’s 
definition of harassment as “unwelcome 
conduct of a sexual nature,” according to the 
Chronicle of Higher Education.

Deputy Title IX Coordinator Allison Vogt 
said some aspects of the proposal, particularly 
the cross-examination requirement, do not 
align with the process Rice currently has in 
place for handling sexual harassment cases.

“I believe a particular concern is the 
change in the model from investigator-
adjudicator model to live hearings,” Vogt 
said in an email. “The requirement of live 
cross-examination is also a concern; such 
a requirement — if implemented poorly 
— has the potential to discourage some 
reporting students.”

Vogt added that other aspects of the 
Department of Education’s proposal 
strengthen Rice’s current approach.

“The proposed regulations strengthen the 
accommodations that can be made to students 
on campus who wish to receive supportive 
services,” Vogt said. “Through the [Title IX 
office], students have been able to seek out 
academic and housing accommodations, 
and the proposed regulations uphold and 
encourage universities to do so.”

A 60-day public comment period follows 
the release of the proposed regulation, as 
is typical when federal agencies release 
proposed rules. Higher education advocacy 
groups are reviewing the Title IX proposals 
and will submit feedback on behalf of 
universities, according to Gorman and Vogt.

“These groups tend to carry greater 
influence with the Department of Education,” 
Vogt said. “But we will assess if comments 
made through this usual comment process 
adequately reflect Rice’s views or if additional 
comments from Rice are required.”

The Office of Sexual Violence Prevention 
and Title IX Support, along with the Rice 
Student Association, plans to host a 
workshop for students on the rules of utilizing 
the public comment period at the start of the 
spring semester, according to Vogt.

Eliza Martin, president of Baker College, 
said she, along with SA president Ariana 
Engles, Brown College president Taylor 
Morin, Sid Richardson College president 
Sara Meadow and SA Director of Government 
Relations Nia Prince have drafted an outline 
to determine how the SA can best utilize the 
60-day comment period.

Martin, a senior, said the group’s primary 
concern with determining a suitable response 
was remaining faithful to the views of the 
Rice student body as a whole.

“There are Rice students who do believe 
that these are the right regulations, and 

I’ve had students talk to me about that,” 
Martin said. “I personally don’t believe 
that, as someone who’s been with people 
as they’ve reported. But it comes down to if 
we comment as a student body, how we are 
going to do that in a way that’s representative 
of everyone’s opinions.”

Martin added that she hopes the proposed 
regulations do not deter students from 
reporting instances of sexual harassment, as 
the impact of the regulations is uncertain.

Stakeholders at Rice currently reviewing 
the proposed regulations include the general 
counsel, Student Judicial Programs, Title 
IX coordinators and the Office of Sexual 
Violence Prevention and Title IX Support, 
according to Vogt.

Gorman and Dean of Graduate and 
Postdoctoral Studies Seiichi Matsuda jointly 
sent an email to all students on Nov. 19 
addressing the proposed changes.

“There is much being discussed, 
written and rumored about these 
proposed regulations — some of this 
commentary is incorrect,” the email 
read. “We wish to assure students that 
Rice University is making a careful study 
of the proposed regulations.”

Gorman said it is currently too early in 
the process to productively discuss specifics.

“Once we actually know what the final 
regulations are, at that point we’ll have to 
sit down, and look at how those regulations 
relate to what our current policies and 
practices are, and we’ll keep you guys 
updated and involved as we move forward,” 
Gorman said in a phone interview.

Vogt said it is currently unclear what the 
final regulations will ultimately look like 
and when they will be released, although 
they will likely come into effect in the next 
academic year or the year following.

“Should the regulations go through in 
a form that closely resembles them as they 
are now, it will take careful thought to make 
sure that any new processes are compliant 
while also fair to all parties,” Vogt said.

ANNA TA
NEWS EDITOR

The campuswide Beer Bike 
coordinators said they have reduced the 
number of bikers and chuggers for each 
college from 10 to eight and introduced a 
mandatory pit crew certification following 
safety discussions last semester. 

The change in bike team size is 
intended to reduce the number of 
instances in which colleges allow 
inexperienced bikers to compete in order 
to fill out their teams, according to an 
email from the campuswide coordinators.

According to Enoch Peng, a campuswide 
coordinator, the original proposal last 
semester to reduce the number of bikers 
to six was rejected after five colleges voted 
no and the Graduate Student Association 
abstained. Peng said after continued 
discussions last semester, nine of last 
year’s college coordinators supported a 
change to eight bikers. 

“We weren’t there [at the meetings last 
year] — we weren’t in this position [as 
campuswide Beer Bike coordinators] until 
after,” Peng, a Lovett College sophomore, 
said. “But based on the information, we 
felt like it was still necessary for safety 
and desired overall from the feedback 
that we got.”

Campuswide coordinator Rebecca 
Artall said this year’s college coordinators 
were not consulted prior to the decision 
because the changes were made under 
the assumption that last year’s college 
coordinators communicated with their 
colleges and represented the opinions of 
their constituents well.

Will Rice and Jones colleges were the 
two colleges last year that did not support 
the change to eight bikers; neither Peng 
nor Artall was certain whether GSA 
participated in the conversation after 
their abstentions from the vote to reduce 
teams to six bikers that took place during 
the spring semester.

“Generally, the ones that have more 
established Beer Bike culture were the 
ones that were not really excited about 
lowering the number,” Artall, a Duncan 
College junior, said. “The smaller 
colleges and the ones who have trouble 
getting enough people to be on the team 
so they’re not disqualified, those are the 
ones who are like ‘Yes, let’s lower it.’”

The campuswide coordinators 
announced the changes at a meeting with 
college coordinators Thursday, Nov. 15.

Will Rice Beer Bike coordinator 
Yuhsuan Cheng said she does not believe 
the change will cause any issues with the 
bike teams.

“I was annoyed at first, but then I got 
over it,” Cheng, a junior,  said. “It was 
unexpected though. We all found out at the 
first campuswide meeting, and that was it.”

In addition to the biker reduction, the 
campuswide coordinators said they are 
implementing a mandatory pit crew safety 
certification, similar to the biker safety 
certification that was revamped last year.

“It’s not so much that we’re saying, 
‘You have to catch this way,’ it’s more 
like, ‘Here are a couple different ways 
that are safe and work,’” Artall said. “For 
the colleges that aren’t that confident in 
their catching, we want to spread the safe 

ways of catching to them. We want people 
to be trained beforehand, so we’re not 
learning the day of how to catch people.”

The campuswide coordinators met 
with experienced and interested pit crew 
members from about half of the colleges 
and the GSA to create best practices.

Other changes implemented last 
year, such as random breathalyzing and 
stricter biker safety certification with 
Rice University Triathalon and Cycling, 
will continue to take place this year, 
according to Artall.

“We’re just trying to make it safer,” 
Artall said. “That’s the ultimate goal.”

Rice will review, respond to  proposed Title IX changes CRISPR FROM PAGE 1

Number of bikers reduced to 8, pit crew certification required
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CHANGES IN BIKER NUMBERS
PLAN REDUCES NUMBERS OF 

BIKERS FROM 10 to 8

It comes down to if we 
comment as a student 
body, how we’re going to 
do that in a way that is 
representative.

Eliza Martin
BAKER COLLEGE PRESIDENT
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OPINION
Rice’s connection to the world’s first 

genetically altered babies is alarming. 
Not only was a former Rice graduate 
student leading the research, but an 
active Rice faculty member has academic 
and financial stakes in the project. Rice 
released a statement that the work is 
inconsistent with the ethical norms of 
the university. But the troubling truth is 
that while Rice students are introduced to 
the honor code during Orientation Week, 
most will go their entire undergraduate 
experience without a crash course, let 
alone a comprehensive one, in ethics.

Rice’s bioengineering program is 
ranked No. 9 in the nation by U.S. News 

& World Report and has consistently been 
lauded for groundbreaking research. 
Despite these accolades, Rice lags behind 
in its ethics curriculum. Peer institutions 
like Harvard University and the University 
of Pennsylvania require students to take 
an ethics course before graduating. Rice 
has no such requirement. In fact, ethics 
courses themselves are easy to avoid; 
while a few courses in a smattering of 
departments cover ethics, none are 
required for a degree.

Although the Accreditation Board for 
Engineering and Technology requires that 
universities educate students on ethics, 
at Rice, the ethics curriculum in most 

engineering disciplines is not a required 
standalone course. Instead, discussion 
of ethics takes place during other more 
technical courses, such as Thermal Design 
for mechanical engineering students. 

Simply integrating a brief discussion of 
ethics into existing classes is not enough. 
To support all academic disciplines, 
Rice should follow its peer institutions 
and develop a comprehensive ethics 
curriculum by expanding its ethics course 
offerings, adding ethics requirements and 
integrating ethics into more coursework. 
Perhaps this could have led the CRISPR 
researchers to reconsider their actions 
before violating Rice’s ethical norms. 
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My friends and I are sprawled out on 
a dorm floor, scrolling through a boy’s 
Instagram profile. We’ve seen him around at 
parties a bit, and he seems like a nice guy.

“He definitely has yellow fever,” someone 
confirms. “He’s said it himself.” We all laugh 
a little bit and continue to scroll through the 
photos of him holding an “I voted!” sticker 
and selfies at political events. And no, he 
doesn’t have a viral hemorrhagic disease 
transmitted by mosquitoes — he has a 
“preference” for Asian women.

Men at Rice often casually throw around 
the term “yellow fever,” and it’s perceived as 
a nonthreatening preference for East Asian 
women, like a proclivity for a girl’s length of 
hair or height. Innocuous as it might seem, it 
is neither an endearing, lighthearted moniker 
nor a compliment. The normalization of such 
a term ignores its inherent minimization of 
Asian women and contribution to a larger 
culture of sexual violence. 

Rooted in the coerced prostitution of 
thousands of East Asian women for U.S. 
troops during World War II, the stereotype 
of a hypersexual and exotic monolith of 
svelte, obedient women rose from violence. 
Asian women’s supposed docility and 
hypersexuality means we never present 
opposition, and our subservience means we 
provide but need not be provided for. That’s 
not a stereotype based in fact. It’s a toxic 
masculinity ideal. 

Wait, boys who “actually enjoy Asian 
culture,” don’t stop reading now. This casual 
fetishization is one of the reasons that 41 to 61 
percent of Asian women report experiencing 
physical or sexual violence by an intimate 
partner during their lifetime — a significantly 
higher figure than that of any other ethnic 

group according to the National Network to 
End Domestic Violence. To fetishize Asian 
women is to be complicit in perpetuating 
historical trauma, which, in turn, contributes 
to higher rates of sexual assault, depression, 
PTSD and suicide for marginalized groups.

It is troubling how willing we are to make 
light of a term rooted in oppression and 
misogyny. “Yellow fever” is much more than 
just a guiltless preference based on physical 
appearance. It’s the uncomfortable lunchtime 
gossip, and listening to boys list off Asian 
women to friends who have a propensity to 
target them. It’s the exhibition of track records 
of serially hooking up with Asians on campus. 
It’s having someone casually say to me that 
Asians just have a “broader range of beauty.” 
It’s so much more than just a preference for 
black hair and monolids. It’s what fuels the 
mistrust I have for men who tell me they have 
dated only Asian women because I’m not sure 
whether they like me or the racial trope they 
think I should embody. The fact that a boy on 
campus of any race can proudly proclaim his 
dehumanization of Asian women and face no 
repercussions is indicative of a culture that is 
willing to excuse sexual violence. 

Throughout this semester, we’ve 
emphasized voting and civic engagement 
as conduits for change, and while there is 
no question that changes in policy drive 
social progress, that’s not enough. We show 
up to marches and post dozens of photos 
on Instagram to declare our presence; we 
wear shirts that tell everyone “This is What 
a Feminist Looks Like”; we put filters on our 
Facebook pictures that announce we stand 
with women. Yes, we should continue to 
show solidarity with disenfranchised groups, 
but it’s appalling how much praise is placed 

upon others for doing the bare minimum: 
simply declaring to the world that they agree 
with the notion of equality and not much 
else. This performative progressivism benefits 
solely the performer. 

Are we satisfied with progress tainted by 
microaggressions? If not, we have to sacrifice 
some comfort to make larger strides toward 
social justice, and that includes our day-to-
day humor and behavior. We shouldn’t allow 
terms tinged with racism and sexism — like 
“yellow fever” — to slide past us because 
they’re not issues  in the limelight. We need 
to treat covert discrimination with the same 
intolerance we have for other forms of bigotry. 
We can’t keep normalizing phenomena that 
devalue minorities. Rather, we have to be 
cognizant of not talking for minorities and 
the issues that pertain to them just because 
we think we are engaged and educated 
enough to do so. 

Voting does not absolve us of our 
own internalized misogyny and racism, 
particularly when the two intersect. As 
outspoken as we are on so many grand-scale 
political issues, we have to acknowledge 
the ways we too contribute to disparities 
in class, race and sex within our own little 
Rice community and strive to break those 
down with informative conversations and 
behavioral adjustments. Let’s start with 
“yellow fever.” 

EDITORIAL CARTOON

cartoon by jennifer fu

‘Yellow fever’ minimizes Asian women and reinforces stereotypes 

TINA LIU
SID RICHARDSON COLLEGE 
SOPHOMORE

OP-ED

THRESHER-OPS@RICE.EDU

STAFF EDITORIAL
News of CRISPR babies highlights need for better ethics curriculum

Online exclusives
Rice doesn’t adequately support 
VADA students, and Rice Places 
I’ve Cried is troubling.
Coming soon to ricethresher.org
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RICE BIKES
luke howe-kerr

Like many Rice students, Luke Howe-
Kerr dedicated one of his weekends last 
spring to a trip to Austin. Unlike most, he 
got there on bike.

“Driving, you’re not actually doing 
anything physically and you’re contained 
within a car, so you don’t get that sense of 
being immersed in the world around you. 
Running, you get that full immersion, 
but you can’t really go very far, running 
or walking,” Howe-Kerr said. “But 
biking just gives you a freedom that is 
unparalleled by anything else.”

Howe-Kerr, a Lovett College junior, 
will put his passion for the sport to 
serious use as he takes over as Rice Bikes 
general manager for 2019, two years after 
he first started working his freshman year. 
Halfway through his sophomore year, 
Howe-Kerr was promoted to operations 
manager — the position he held until his 
most recent promotion.

Howe-Kerr said he’s excited to begin 
his tenure as general manager now that 
the business has been at its current 
location for two years.

“We need to start focusing on long-
term sustainability, on improving 
various practices within the shop to 
prepare ourselves for the future, which is 
something we haven’t had the freedom to 
care about as much until now,” he said.

Preparing Rice Bikes for the future is 
his main focus, but Howe-Kerr said he 
also plans to make internal improvements 
that will refine the customer experience. 
He said he’s looking for ways to 
improve efficiency, and is considering 
implementing bike-fixing workshops that 
might engage the community more.

As far as Howe-Kerr’s own community, 
he said he’s found it at Rice Bikes.

“It’s technical work. You kind of have 
to have a reason for wanting to learn it, 
so a lot of us are really into biking as a 
result,” he said. “It’s such a good group 
of people.”

RICE COFFEEHOUSE
mandy quan

Even before getting to Rice, Mandy 
Quan knew she wanted to work at a cafe 
or coffee shop in college. Coffeehouse 
was a perfect fit.

“As cheesy as it sounds, I was really 
only looking for a job, but I ended up 
finding a family,” Quan, a Will Rice 
College junior, said. “The amazing sense 
of community was something I never 
expected, but is definitely the reason I am 
so invested today.” 

Quan said her vision for Coffeehouse 
is that it retains that sense of community.

“Coffeehouse is where people go for 
meetings, to cram for exams, to go on 
first dates, to catch up with friends,” 
Quan said.

As general manager, she said she’s 
looking forward to implementing new 
projects, including environmentally 
friendly initiatives. 

“I hope to expand on our commitment 
to sustainability and ethical production 
by exploring new recyclable and 
compostable options,” Quan said.

And while she’ll be executing some 
of her own changes, Quan said she 
wants to continue the work of past 
general managers.

“The dedication of GMs past and 
present to Coffeehouse, its culture and 
its KOCs have always amazed me,” Quan 
said, referring to Coffeehouse’s baristas, 
known as “keepers of coffee.” “I see it as 
an honor to preserve this legacy.” 

She said she’s excited to experiment 
with different drinks Coffeehouse offers. 

“The mangonadas introduced for 
Hispanic Heritage Month for example 
were delicious,” Quan said. “I can 
see us trying out lychee and red bean 
for Lunar New Year, and introducing 
different flavor palettes that represent 
our diversity at Rice.”

For her part, Quan’s favorite drink is 
the green tea frappy, which she said is 
also President Leebron’s favorite drink. 

THE HOOT
janani velchamy

Janani Velchamy started her 
career at The Hoot second semester 
freshman year. Originally, she 
applied just to make some extra 
money on the side.

“Once I actually started working 
there, my perspective on what 
The Hoot meant to me drastically 
changed,” Velchamy, a Martel College 
junior, said. “I met an amazing 
group of people with many different 
backgrounds, majors and interests 
who all came together and had so 
much fun during 12 a.m. shifts. The 
Hoot became a place I could let loose 
with some friends and be stress free.”

Prior to becoming general 
manager, Velchamy was The Hoot’s 
ordering manager. She said she has 
many initiatives in mind after nearly 
two years at The Hoot. One major 
change Velchamy is planning for The 
Hoot is expanding its operating times 
so that it can be open all seven days 
of the week.

“We are currently in the process 
of analyzing the best times to serve 
customers on Fridays and Saturdays 
so that we can determine our 
business hours for those two days,” 
Velchamy said. 

Other changes include altering 
The Hoot’s delivery options to offer 
more fresh food and creating a more 
democratic decision-making process 
at The Hoot by including employees 
in committees.  

One of the changes Velchamy has 
noticed over her time at The Hoot is 
that employees have gotten closer to 
one another.

“The community of employees has 
become significantly more tight-knit,” 
Velchamy said.  “I love each person 
I work with and they are always 
teaching me how to improve myself 
and the business.” 

WILLY’S PUB
drew keefer

Drew Keefer said his favorite thing 
about working at Willy’s Pub is the smell.

“Have you ever been down into a cave 
and breath[ed] in that totally refreshing 
and comforting cool humidity? That’s 
what going into Pub is like every time, 
especially the roll-tops and walk in 
[fridges],” Keefer said. “Pub really is a 
breath of fresh air.”

During his time at Pub, Keefer , a Wiess 
College junior, has seen a lot of change. 
Last year, 14 seniors graduated and Pub 
had to hire so many new employees that 
they now make up half the staff. Keefer 
also experienced Pub’s closing due to 
Hurricane Harvey.

“We were closed for a huge chunk 
of the fall semester and that created an 
eerie lack of direction where Thursday 
nights were a lot less unified,” Keefer 
said. “Students had to look for another 
common place, sometimes off campus, 
and then got used to that. We’re still 
seeing the lingering effects, especially 
with the younger classes. Fuck Mi Luna.” 

Keefer said he’s looking forward to 
the prospect of being a general manager, 
in part because he’ll get to transition 
from the narrower scope of his current 
position, head bartender, to a job where 
he’ll be able to see more aspects of 
running the business.

“I really want Pub to cement its place 
as a steady source of community, not just 
as a place to drink beer,” Keefer said. 
“We’ve been moving in this direction 
in the recent years, like getting new 
furniture and adding more power outlets 
to make Pub a better place to be during 
the afternoon.”

Keefer also hopes to host more events 
at Pub.

“While Thursday nights will be as 
poppin’ as ever, we’re hoping to have 
more events throughout the week, like 
bigger trivia nights or special tastings of 
beer and/or wine,” Keefer said.

IVANKA PEREZ
STAFF WRITER

On Wednesday nights, Rice 
Coffeehouse fills up wall to wall with 
students waiting to hear their friends, 
roommates or favorite a cappella groups 
perform. On the walls themselves hang 
pieces of art created by Rice students. 
These performances are part of an 
event called Espresso Yourself. In 2017, 
current Martel College senior Clair 
Hopper added a visual art component to 
the event and began accepting student 

submissions for the art that hangs on 
the Coffeehouse walls. 
ART

In January 2017, Coffeehouse barista  
and current Jones College junior Helen 
Bonnyman sewed an embroidery hoop 
with the phrase “chaus sweet chaus,” 
referencing the nickname students have 
fondly given the business. She asked 
Hopper, who was the graphics and 
marketing manager of Coffeehouse at 
the time, if she could hang it on a wall. 
Hopper loved the idea, and immediately  
said she agreed.

By the end of that semester, Hopper 
said the mood in the Rice art community 
was shifting. The Moody Center for the 
Arts had just opened and expressed a clear 
interest in professional artists, and the 
Rice Gallery was closing, leaving student 
artists with few, if any, opportunities to 
display their art. Hopper, along with other 
employees at Coffeehouse, wondered if 
they could use the cafe’s location and 
visibility to help student artists.

“Coffeehouse is such a central meeting 
place,” Hopper said. “I think one of our 
past managers described it as ‘the dinner 

table of Rice.’ Everyone can just come and 
be, and be with people they know and feel 
like they have a community — that’s what 
we hope.”

This community spirit is what 
inspired Hopper to come up with an idea 
reminiscent of hanging Bonnyman’s 
embroidery on the wall: display student 
art on the walls, choosing a new round 
of art each semester. The first round 
was a trial round, and Hopper said she 
scrambled to reach out to student artists 
she knew from her connections as an art 

Coffeehouse evolves into art, performance hub with Espresso Yourself

SEE COFFEEHOUSE PAGE 7 

ELIZABETH RASICH & ELLA FELDMAN
FEATURES EDITOR & ASST. FEATURES EDITOR

courtesy jeremiah chikota sirui zhou/thresher cloris cai/threshercallum parks/thresher

Student businesses get new leadership
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Have you 
had your flu 

shot yet?

FLU SHOTS 
AVAILABLE NOW

$17 at Rice Student Health
Please call 713-348-4966 for appointment

Aetna Student Health Insurance  
reimburses the full amount!
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ACROSS
1 With 1 Down, wintery   
 cereal
6 Green means ___
7 “The Big Bang Theory”   
 astrophysicist
8 One next in line
10 Chinese zodiac animal   
 popular among pioneers
12 “Stay” singer Lisa ___
14 With 30 Across, cold   
 Game of Thrones locale
16 Place for immediate   
 medical care
17 Hashtag on an old photo
19 The loneliest number
20 Chicago transportation
21 With 1 Down, wintery   
 hairstyle
23 Food container
25 Juneau state
26 The Daily Show host
28 Frozen water
29 Letters of approval
30 The opposite of summer

DOWN
1 Covered in ice crystals
2 Opposite of draconian
3 Aly’s sister of “Potential   
 Breakup Song” fame
4 Famous Canadian saying
5 To give in exchange for   
 money
6 With 30 Across, a tree   
 that doesn’t shed
9 One of Zeus’ lovers
11 Repeated in 22 Down,   
 ___ Le Pew of comics
13 With 28 Across, an activity  
 to get to know each other
14 There are three to a yard
15 Hawaiian flower chain
18 With 28 Across, a white   
 light that reflects off snow
19 Latin word for bone
21 Melt away
22 Gym class
24 Do re mi fa ___ la ti do
25 Point on a serve in tennis
27 Opposite of bye
28 Stephen King clown

WINTER IS COMING
Crossword by Carolina Hatanpaa  

Thresher Staff

history major. But after that first round, 
Coffeehouse began to receive more 
submissions, and they found a new home 
for Hopper’s idea — incorporating it into 
Espresso Yourself, which already existed 
but was performance-focused at the time. 

Ana Paula Pinto, a Brown College 
junior majoring in English and visual and 
dramatic arts, said the need to integrate 
art into Espresso Yourself reflects the need 
for representation of art and humanities 
on campus. She said that because Rice 
is such a STEM-focused school, it leaves 
art and humanities students scrambling 
for ways to display their own work. Pinto, 
for her part, leads an unofficial student 
group called Cavity in its quest to bring 
visibility to student art. Each semester, 
Cavity holds an art show that hosts 
exclusively student art. 

Pinto said she thinks having art 
out in public spaces helps instigate 
conversations that wouldn’t happen 
otherwise. One such 
piece of art is Pinto’s 
“Unfolding,” a series 
of three portraits 
depicting different 
perspectives on death, 
which is featured in 
Espresso Yourself this 
semester. “Unfolding” 
was inspired by a 
project Pinto was 
assigned for the 
studio portion of a 
biochemistry and 
humanities class, 
Monster, which explores how grotesque 
or monstrous ideas such as death are 
treated in literature and society.  

“Unfolding” explores different 
perspectives on death in a series of three 
portraits. For the piece, Pinto interviewed 
three friends about death, took photos of 
them and added to the photos in ways that 
reflected their views on death. 

For a place such as Coffeehouse, 
portraits about death may seem out of place 
— perhaps even a bit morbid. But that was 
precisely Pinto’s point in creating them.

“I do think that [death] is something 
that in cultures can seem monstrous and 
something that we avoid talking about 
and avoid thinking about,” Pinto said.

These aspects of art are what Hopper 
hopes to bring to Rice by incorporating 
visual art into Espresso Yourself. Hopper 
said she wants students to feel more open 
about these topics when they spend time 
in Coffeehouse.

“We’re trying to expand it from a place 
where you can be to a place where you 
can be yourself and do the things that you 
want to do,” Hopper said.

PERFORMANCE
On November 7, the members of 

the Rice Philharmonics performed 
individually at Espresso Yourself. A 
week later, Nocturnal took the stage for 
a similar performance. But despite the 
recent flow of performances by a cappella 
groups, Ilana Nyveen, one of the leaders 
of the Espresso Yourself music team, said 
most performers at Espresso Yourself tend 

to be students who aren’t in official music 
groups on campus. Performances range 
from casual student gigs to Shepherd 
students playing their instruments to a 
spoken word performance by Duncan 
College freshman Karen Okoroafor earlier 
this semester.  

“We wanted to provide kind of a 
nonjudgmental platform for amateur 
artists at Rice to have somewhere to play,” 
Nyveen, a Wiess College junior, said.

Although most performances at 
the event are music performances, the 
Espresso Yourself music team is open to 
just about anything. 

“We accept almost every performance 
that’s submitted unless it’s, I don’t know, 
super distasteful,” Nyveen said. “So if 
anyone wants to submit their weird clown 
performance, we’re game.”

According to Nyveen, Espresso 
Yourself had been a dying event before 
Andrew Gatherer (Brown ‘18) decided to 

revive it. After Gatherer 
graduated, he passed 
Espresso Yourself 
onto three baristas at 
Coffeehouse — Isaac 
Schultz (Duncan ‘18), 
Alec Tobin, a Martel 
junior, and Nyveen — 
who had expressed 
interest in working on 
the event. It was this 
trio who made Espresso 
Yourself the event it 
is today. They revived 
the Espresso Yourself 

email address, pulled together a team 
that meets at least once per semester, and 
began scheduling performances for each 
week. This, Nyveen said, made the event 
more popular than ever. After a couple of 
free weeks at the start of the semester, she 
said there was a performance scheduled 
every week, with some weeks even having 
two performers. 

Veronica Zheng, music director for the 
Phils, said what makes Espresso Yourself 
so valuable is its accessiblility to students.

“I think what Espresso Yourself has 
over more formal concerts like [the Phils’] 
concerts or concerts at Shepherd is that 
it’s harder for Rice students to come up 
with an excuse not to go,” Zheng, a Baker 
College junior, said. “Because it’s so 
centrally located, for one, and people can 
go and multitask and listen and do their 
work at the same time.”

Additionally, Zheng said Espresso 
Yourself gives Rice’s many STEM students 
the opportunity to get in touch with their 
artistic side.

“I think Espresso Yourself is great 
because it shows that people can be 
multidimensional, too,” Zheng said. 
“Like I’m a STEM major, but I’m also 
passionate about the arts.” 

Zheng ultimately appreciates what 
Espresso Yourself and its performers 
contribute to the Rice environment. 

“I think student art and its independent 
pursuits of beauty and music and things 
like that are just so valuable,” Zheng said. 
“They’re good for the soul. Everybody 
needs a break.”

COFFEEHOUSE FROM PAGE 6

Answers will be posted on ricethresher.org and on the Thresher Facebook 
page. Bolded clues correspond to the theme.

courtesy ana paula pinto

Ana Paula Pinto’s three-piece portrait series, 
which hangs at Coffeehouse as part of Espresso 
Yourself, examines conceptions of death.

I think what Espresso 
Yourself has over 
more formal concerts 
is that it’s harder for 
Rice students to come 
up with an excuse not 
to go. 

Veronica Zheng
RICE PHILS MUSIC DIRECTOR
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THE WEEKLY SCENE

ARCHITECTURE 
FINAL REVIEWS

Rice Architecture is hosting its fall 
final reviews this week, ending Friday. 
The reviews will feature “stimulating 
conversation and beautiful projects.” 
All reviews are open to the public and 
begin at 8:30 a.m. each day.

Anderson Hall

NO MORE MAIL 
PLEASE

Inferno Gallery will host “No More Mail 
Please,” an exhibition by Rachel Wilkins 
and Dana Suleymanova. The opening is 
Thursday from 8 to 11 p.m. and the event 
page teases it will feature work that 
“probes the tension between the digital 
image and the printed image.” 

Inferno Gallery
Sewall Courtyard

LOOP HOUSTON
Basic neon signs are shaking. Avenida 
Houston will host LOOP Houston, 
an interactive outdoor exhibit. LOOP 
consists of machines more than 2 meters 
in diameter that run on hand levers and 
create the illusion of motion. The exhibit 
will be available to the public from Nov. 
30 to Jan. 6.

Avenida Houston
1002 Avenida de las Americas

CAVITY: IDENTITY
Student art group Cavity will host its 
fourth consecutive student art showcase 
on Friday from 8 to 11 p.m. According 
to the event page, the show will also 
“include a half-time multimedia show 
dedicated to performance art.” Art 
submissions should be sent to 
tinyurl.com/cavityart. 

Lyle’s 
Lovett Basement

CHRISTINA TAN
A&E EDITOR

The tiny space of Inferno Gallery 
is home to ever-changing landscapes 
and atmospheres curated by students 
and developed by artists. The second 
such installment this fall was Will Rice 
College sophomore Lindsey Douglas’ “I 
was looking for you,” a sculpture-based 
installation that immersed its viewers in 
its calming light play.

Shimmering and delicate, the 
installation consisted of a central 
sculpture and surrounding elements. 
The central sculpture emerged, wraith-
like, from the ceiling, twisting around 
and above the viewer. Its helical shape 
was formed by tendrils of wire, hot glued 
together into geometric shapes. The 
wire formed the backbone of the piece, 
which was augmented by cut squares of 
iridescent cellophane wrap.

“I was walking through the art store 
and saw different colors of the wrap, so I 

picked out blue, pink, yellow and clear to 
use,” Douglas said. “When testing out the 
material, I decided to cut out the shapes 
and hot [glued] them to the wire. Once 
they were on the wire structure, I saw that 
the wrap was able to cast these beautiful 
shadows and really loved how dynamic 
the material was.”

Douglas said the 
exhibit grew out of a 
project for her Beginning 
Sculpture class.

“The project was 
called ‘Structures and 
Skins,’ so we had to 
make a sculpture out 
of one rigid material 
and one more flexible 
material,” Douglas 
said. “My original 
sketch for this project 
was an installation that people could walk 
in and explore, yet it was too ambitious 
for the time frame, so I had to make 
one sculpture instead. When Inferno 

applications rolled around, I thought it 
would be the perfect time to finally make 
this piece into an installation.”

Douglas’ “Structures and Skins” 
project formed the central structure of 
“I was looking for you,” but surrounding 
the structure were layered, string-like 

elements. Douglas said 
she was encouraged 
by Inferno Gallery 
director Suzanne 
Zeller to add on to 
her original project. 
The installation was 
dimly lit to accentuate 
the colorful light play 
from the sculptures. 
Since the cellophane 
was translucent, the 
shadows formed layers 
on top of each other, 

creating transient gradients. The end 
result was a room full of dappled light 
and pieces that shifted and swayed with 
any slight breeze. 

“The original sculpture I made for 
[class] took about four weeks, and 
then the extension of that piece for the 
installation took about three months 
of work off and on,” Douglas said. “Of 
course, there were also some very late 
nights as my opening got closer.”

She said her experience as a visual 
and dramatic arts student has already 
improved how she approaches her 
creative process. 

“Being a VADA major has definitely 
helped me in the creative process, 
especially with this installation,” 
Douglas said. “After taking the few 
VADA classes that I have, I already feel 
like I have a whole new understanding 
of art that is much more critically and 
technically developed.”

“I was looking for you” has been 
removed in preparation for Inferno’s next 
exhibit, but those interested in learning 
more about the installation can reach out 
directly to Douglas with inquiries about 
her work. 

I saw that the wrap 
was able to cast these 
beautiful shadows 
and really loved how 
dynamic the material 
was.
Lindsey Douglas
WILL RICE SOPHOMORE

‘I WAS LOOKING FOR YOU’
ILLUMINATES INFERNO GALLERY

jasmine zhou / thresher

Mitch Mackowiak, a fifth year architecture student, shines light on the central sculpture of “I was looking for you.” Will Rice College sophomore Lindsey Douglas developed this piece in her Beginning 
Sculpture class, which tasked students with combining a rigid material and a flexible one. Douglas chose wire and iridescent cellophane wrap for her materials.

STUDENT ART
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SUNNY LIU
THRESHER STAFF

Inside the studio of Tejas Kumar are 
charcoal drawings of the curving human 
body and of the faces of his models turned 
immortal by his hand. Many of his pieces 
combine drawings of the human body with 
inspirations from his South Indian heritage.

“A lot of my work draws on my 
experience with temple art and that 
specific style of figuration, because 
it’s very different from the Eurocentric 
perceptions of proportion and beauty,” 
Kumar, a Sid Richardson College senior, 
said. “I really like being able to use [those] 
types of symbols and visual motifs in [my] 
work and bring it into this Western context 
to broaden our perspectives.”

According to Kumar, he grew up with 
American and South Indian identities. He 

said his time at Rice has allowed him to reflect 
upon and draw inspiration from the conflict 
between these two identities. 

“I really did try to reject a lot of my 
South Indian upbringing,” Kumar said. 
“I’m able to reflect on it academically, 
especially at Rice, and it’s fascinating 
to see how I’ve developed two different 
kinds of visual vocabulary. There’s a lot 
of visual culture that’s associated with 
South India, like [how] lotus flowers and 
jasmine flowers mean different things. 
Bringing those cultural associations into 
art is a really cool way of introducing 
those visual motifs and cultural languages 
into a different space.”

When it comes to Kumar’s creative process, 
he believes that his choice for favorite medium 
ties into his tendency to work quickly.

“My creative process is very fast, and 
I think that’s why I like charcoal,” Kumar 

said. “Going from idea to concept to piece is 
a very short turnaround. [Charcoal] is a really 
expressive and cheap medium. It’s very equal 
and everyone can get access to [it]. I feel like 
charcoal drawings always have emotion 
associated with them, because the mark-
making is so evident and the artist’s hand 
really comes through.”

Kumar is currently working on a self-
portrait piece that uses charcoal and 
incorporates South Indian patterns called 
kolams, which he says are meant to 
convey the cyclical nature of the universe. 
According to Kumar, this is his most time-
consuming piece.

“It’s a way of bringing a very Eastern 
philosophy of time being a cycle and working 
in layers of identity and of how things peek 
through,” Kumar said. “I think it’s cool how 
the pattern is in the background, but comes 
to the foreground as part of the figure. I think 

CHRISTINA TAN
A&E EDITOR 

A whirling, vibrant display of Hispanic 
and Latin American culture is arriving in 
time for the end of the semester. Hosted 
by the Hispanic Association for Cultural 
Enrichment at Rice, ¡Ritmo! is an annual 
cultural showcase featuring food, song and 
dance that will take place in the Grand Hall 
on Saturday. 

According to the Office of Institutional 
Research, 15 percent of Rice identifies as 
Hispanic or Latinx. HACER co-vice president 
Lupita Galvan Tinoco said Ritmo is a way to 
highlight the diversity within that group.

“The Hispanic and Latinx community is 
so diverse, yet similar in many ways as well,” 
Tinoco said. “This show is [meant] to bring 
attention to those similarities and differences, 
and provide a platform for the few Hispanics 
and Latinx identifying students to tap into 
their roots and feel seen on campus.”

Tinoco and co-vice president Kim Olea 
have been planning and coordinating the  
event, which has seen evolution and growth 
over the years.

“Ritmo started off as a posada, which 
is a holiday celebration related to the 
Christmas time,” Tinoco, a McMurtry 
College junior, said. “As we grew, it became 
a cultural showcase [and an] opportunity 
for the members of HACER to give the Rice 
community a taste of our culture.” 

According to Olea, she and Tinoco began 
planning for this year’s Ritmo immediately 
after last year’s performance. 

“Lupita and I jumped the gun and started 
planning immediately after Ritmo 2017,” 
Olea, a McMurtry junior, said. “We sat down 
and took note of everything that we wanted 
to keep for the show the next year and 
everything we wanted to change.”

This year, Ritmo will feature 13 acts, 
including mariachi, reggaeton and social 
commentary. According to Tinoco, performers 
will consist of both Rice students and off-
campus groups. In addition to performances, 
Ritmo will also feature an array of artistic 
work in Sammy’s for attendees to view while 
waiting in line for food. 

The food will also reflect the diversity 
of the group and will consist of dishes 
from Mexico, Venezuela, Cuba and the 
Dominican Republic.

“We are serving ‘congris’ (Cuban rice with 
beans), ‘platanos maduros’ (fried-once sweet 
plantains), ‘tequeños’ (fried breaded cheese 
stick with white cheese in the middle) and 
tamales (made of dough, steamed in a corn 
husk and filled with meats or cheeses),” 
Tinoco said.

The enthusiasm for the event is evident 
from the performers themselves, some of 
whom will participate in multiple acts. Wiess 
College junior Amanda Perozo said she will 
dance reggaeton and bachata as well as play 
the violin for the mariachi band. 

“I am most excited to feel the rush of 
performing on stage, as I haven’t danced in 
front of an audience in a really long time,” 

Perozo said. “With that being said, I am 
nervous that I’ll forget the choreo or mess up a 
spin — dancing with shoes on is hard. I think 
I’ll just end up wearing socks or something.”

Perozo choreographed the dance with 
Wiess senior Hector Chaires and will perform 
it with him. According to Chaires and Perozo, 
the dance is intended to be a sensual partner 
dance with a lot of spinning flair.

“Most bachata songs talk about desire, 
sex and love,” Chaires said. “The first song 
is made up of open moves that highlight 
desire from a distance. The second has closer, 
more dynamic moves, representative of the 
potential ecstasy and closeness that may arise 
in sex. The last dance depicts two individuals 
with reciprocative love and affection towards 
each other.”

Both Perozo and Chaires said they 
want these intense emotions to be felt by 
the audience. 

“I hope the audience will see the passion 
that the Latinx community has for dance and 
music,” Perozo said. “These are integral parts 
of our culture, and we don’t often get the 
chance to show it on campus. I just want [the 
audience] to experience the joy I feel when I 
listen to Latinx music.”  

Olea added that Ritmo serves as an 
educational tool for the surrounding Rice 
community.

“It helps educate the Rice community by 
introducing a wide variety of food, dances 
and ethnic traditions that help show how 
being Hispanic/Latinx can mean so many 
things,” Olea said. “It’s a way for us to show 
pride in our traditions, our countries, our 
families and our struggles.” 

Ritmo will be held in the Rice Memorial 
Center Grand Hall on Saturday from 7 to 9 
p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m. Tickets are $7 in 
advance and can be purchased from HACER 
members. Tickets at the door are $10. 

Language of Art: Featuring biochemistry and VADA senior, Tejas Kumar
SENIOR STUDIO SERIES

it brings a lot of emotional weight to the piece 
and almost creates a barrier between the 
audience and the figure.”

In addition to his major in visual 
and dramatic arts, Kumar is pursuing a 
degree in biochemistry. He says art has 
been a great way for him to balance his 
science courses.

“In biochemistry, you’re working on a 
very microscopic scale,” Kumar said. “In 
healthcare, you’re on a very macro scale, 
thinking of population and community 
health. All of my art classes are on the 
human scale — what does one person 
think or feel? I really like that specific scale 
of VADA, where I can just focus on one 
person. Often, this person is myself. I really 
needed to work on myself, and this major 
gave me a lot of time to do that.”

 After he graduates, Kumar plans to go to 
medical school. He says there are many skills 
he has gained as an artist that will be valuable 
for his career as a physician.

“Being an art major is all about 
understanding how to tell a story, and 
medicine [requires] an understanding of the 
patients and what they go through as they go 
through an illness,” Kumar said. “[Art has] 
really given me an appreciation for what a 
moment can mean. In the clinical setting, 
you’re going through many patients, and you 
have to remember that what is a moment for 
you is a bigger moment for them.”

RADAR
N THE

THE 1975 ALBUM

English pop band The 
1975 will release their 
third studio album, “A 
Brief Inquiry into Online 
Relationships,” on Nov. 
30. The album will be 
followed by a May 2019 
release of “Notes on a 
Conditional Form.”   

This show is [meant] to 
provide a platform for the 
few Hispanics and Latinx 
identifying students to 
tap into their roots and 
feel seen on campus.
Lupita Galvan Tinoco
HACER CO-VICE PRESIDENT

Ritmo 2018 Preview: Performances, art and food
STUDENT ART

Sid Richardson College senior Tejas Kumar draws inspiration from his South Indian and American background. His work explores visual vocabulary 
associated with culture and body. charlene pan / thresher

EARL SWEATSHIRT ALBUM

Hip-hop artist Earl 
Sweatshirt will release his 
third studio album, “Some 
Rap Songs,” on Nov. 30. 
The album is said to feature 
Sweatshirt’s parents and 
will be 15 songs long. 

“AQUAMAN”

“Aquaman,” the latest 
installment in the DC 
Extended Universe 
franchise, has a $160 
million budget. It will 
feature Game of Thrones 
fan crush Jason Momoa 
as the reluctant king of 
Atlantis. Early reviews of 
the film are promising. 

A lot of my work draws 
on my experience with 
temple art because it’s 
very different from the 
Eurocentric perceptions 
of proportion and beauty.
Tejas Kumar
SID RICHARDSON COLLEGE SENIOR
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Yesterday, the College Football Playoff 
Selection Committee released their new set 
of rankings. For those unfamiliar with the 
system, the top four teams at the season’s 
end will enter a playoff, culminating with 
one of the four winning the championship. 
And, like many of you readers, I was shocked 
to see that Rice football was not among the 
four teams included. I can only assume that 
this is yet another example of the heavily 
SEC-biased committee neglecting any non-
Power-Five football program’s laudable 
achievements. Whatever the reason may be, 
this is an unforgivable oversight and I will 
not stand for it. Here’s why Rice deserves a 
spot over Alabama, Clemson, Notre Dame, 
and especially Georgia.

1. Our defense is more disciplined.
Rice ranks No. 6 in the country with 

just 39.46 penalty yards per game. This 
is, by far, better than any of the so-called 
“disciplined” teams in the CFP’s top four: 
Georgia is No. 48 in the country, blundering 
their way to 49.58 penalty yards per game, 
and Alabama, many “experts’” No. 1 pick, 
is even worse. Rice also ranks No. 14 in the 
country with 11 fumbles recovered, again 
better than all top-four teams: Alabama 
(No. 74) brings up the rear yet again. To 
reiterate, this Alabama team is somehow 
the consensus No. 1 in the country. I’m 
just as confused as you are. Thirdly, Rice’s 
kickoff return defense is also tops among 
these five teams at No. 6 in the country: 
the Owls allow just 16.12 yards per kickoff 
return. No other team is in the top 50, and 
Georgia’s defense (No. 128, 31.30 yards per 
return) is practically an anthropomorphic 
turnstile. With all these high-powered 
offenses, limiting initial field position is at 
an all-time premium, and Rice is head-and-
shoulders above its competition here. 

2. Our punter’s better
As proven in point No. 1, Rice’s defense is 

superior to all alternatives. But I can’t deny 
that the offense has struggled at times this 
season. Any playoff game featuring Rice 
is therefore likely to become a defensive 
battle. In defensive battles, what position 
becomes paramount? That’s right. The 
punter. Senior Jack Fox has been lights-out 
for the Owls this year, ranking No. 8 in the 
country with 45.5 yards per punt. In fact, 
he’s tops in the nation and No. 22 all-time in 
total single-season punting yards. This one 
isn’t even close.

3. We’re just mathematically better
What, you’re still not convinced? Well, 

you’re in for a treat, because I’ve saved the 
best for last. Since Rice hasn’t played Georgia 
in a head-to-head matchup, we must rely on 
the Transitive Property of College Football 
to determine the superior program. Look it 
up. It’s a real thing that I didn’t just make up 
three seconds ago. Here goes. 

Rice beat Old Dominion. Old Dominion 
beat Virginia Tech. Virginia Tech beat Florida 
State. Florida State beat Boston College. 
Boston College beat Temple. Temple beat 
Maryland. Maryland beat Texas. Texas beat 
Oklahoma. Oklahoma beat West Virginia. 
West Virginia beat Tennessee. Tennessee 
beat Kentucky. Kentucky beat Missouri. 
Missouri beat Florida. Florida beat LSU. 
And LSU beat Georgia. Therefore, Rice is 
better than Georgia. Case closed. Class 
dismissed. I’ll see y’all at the Orange Bowl. 

This column has been condensed for print.

EDITOR’S COLUMN: FOOTBALL

Why Rice deserves 
a College Football 

Playoff spot

JOSHUA ANIL
THRESHER STAFF 

On the Saturday after Thanksgiving, 
the Rice football team finally found 
something to be thankful for. During 
the final game of head coach Mike 
Bloomgren’s inaugural season, the Owls 
defeated Old Dominion University 27-13, 
raising Rice’s record to 2-11 and giving 
Rice its first win against an FBS program 
this year. 

The Owls’ only other win this season 
came in their first game, a 31-28 victory 
over Prairie View A&M University, an 
FCS football program. 

After that initial victory, the Owls 
proceeded to lose their next 11 games 
by an average of 21.7 points, with their 
largest defeat coming in a 42-0 shutout 
against the University of Alabama, 
Birmingham. 

But on Saturday, the Owls broke 
their losing streak, riding 275 rushing 
yards and three defensive takeaways to 
a win against a conference opponent 
in the Monarchs. The Owls’ running 
game was sparked by young blood, as 
freshman running back Juma Otoviano 
rushed for 224 yards along with two long 
touchdown runs of 80 and 62 yards in 
his starting debut. 

According to Otoviano, much of 
his success was due to the strong 
performance of Owls’ blockers.

“Credit to my [offensive] linemen 
and everybody that was blocking for 

me, from them to the skill positions,” 
Otoviano said. “I wouldn’t have been 
able to do it without them, and they 
made some creases and I was able to get 
through them.”

 The team sported several true 
freshmen on Saturday, with Wiley Green 
getting his third start at quarterback to 
go with Otoviano’s start at running back. 
Green suffered an injury while rushing 
for a first down in the third quarter, and 
graduate transfer quarterback Shawn 
Stankavage came in to finish out the 
Owls’ win. 

All in all, Rice started seven true 
freshmen in the regular season finale: 
three on offense and four on defense.

On the opposite side of the ball, 
Old Dominion came into the matchup 
averaging 32 points per game, but 
Rice’s defense held the Monarchs to 
just 13 points on the day, recording two 
interceptions and one fumble recovery 
in its defensive effort.

Bloomgren said that although this 
season has been a struggle, he believes 
the team is on the right track. 

“It’s been a battle to change the 
culture and the mindset, but we are 
totally committed to our process — 
doing things the right way that we know 
will win football games,” Bloomgren 
said. “To get everyone over the hump 
to winning games, it’s just a matter of 
doing it and keep working hard until we 
do it.”

According to Bloomgren, finishing 
the season on a positive note meant a 
lot to both the players and the program.

“It’s a very good day for this program 
for so many reasons,” Bloomgren said. 
“Sending the seniors out in a victorious 
locker room, the way we wanted to … 
For recruiting, it’s going to be a great 
boost, because the reality is that today 
we had a bunch of seniors play their last 
game and played really well, and they 
kind of passed the torch, [because] you 
had seniors, and then you had a bunch 
of young guys making a ton of plays on 
that field today. And that’s a lot of fun.”

With the season over, and Rice’s 
ineligibility for postseason football, the 
coaching staff will hit the recruiting trail 
in an effort to bolster the Owls’ roster. 

Football will return next fall, when 
Rice opens its 2019 campaign at the 
United States Military Academy on 
Friday, Aug. 30. Bloomgren will be 
looking to lead the Owls to their first 
bowl game since 2014.

MICHAEL BYRNES
SPORTS EDITOR

For the first time since 2009, Rice 
volleyball is NCAA Tournament-bound. 
After their three consecutive match victories 
in the Conference USA Tournament 
from Nov. 16 to 18, the Owls secured an 
automatic berth in the NCAA Championship 
Tournament. On Sunday, the selection 
committee revealed that Rice will face off 
against Texas State University in Thursday’s 
first-round match, with the winner then 
playing the victor of the concurrent match 
between the University of Texas and 
Stephen F. Austin State University. 

After clinching the regular-season 
C-USA title on Nov. 4 with a win over 
the University of Alabama, Birmingham 
— their 15th consecutive victory overall 
— the Owls proceeded to drop the final 
two matches of the regular season. Head 

coach Genny Volpe said the slight setback 
at the end of the season was an important 
stepping stone for the team.

“It definitely wasn’t our cleanest 

weekend,” Volpe said. “I think it was a 
way for the team to recognize that we 
need to refocus, stay on task and not let 
our confidence get rattled.”

Despite what appeared to be a dip 
in momentum, however, Rice showed 

no lingering effects in its dominant 
C-USA Tournament performance. Two 
of the Owls’ three match victories were 
three-set sweeps, and the third victory 
was dispatched in four sets. Freshman 
middle blocker Anota Adekunle was 
named the tournament MVP, and a 
trio of Owls joined her on the C-USA 
All-Tournament team: freshman setter 
Carly Graham, sophomore outside 
hitter Nicole Lennon and junior middle 
blocker Grace Morgan. Volpe said the 
team’s approach to the tournament was 
essential to its success.

“Our team had a really strong mindset 
from the beginning,” Volpe said. “They 
wanted to win the whole thing; they 
didn’t want to leave anything to chance 
for the NCAA [selection] committee. They 
played really well and executed at a high 
level, especially from the service line.”

Football finishes season with a win

Volleyball prepares for NCAA tournament

RECAP: FOOTBALL VS. OLD DOMINION

Freshman  quarterback Wiley Green rushes into the endzone for a touchdown in the second quarter of Rice’s 27-13 victory over Old Dominion 
University. In his third start of the season, Green completed six of 13 passes for 96 yards, and added 33 yards rushing on seven carries. The 
win over the Monarchs snapped the Owls’ FBS-high 11-game losing streak and improved Rice’s record to 2-11.

maria lysaker / courtesy rice athletics

SEE VOLLEYBALL PAGE 11

It’s a very good day for 
this program for so many 
reasons ... [I’m] so proud 
of so many things.
Mike Bloomgren
FOOTBALL HEAD COACH

I’ve been dreaming of 
this since I was little. It’s 
the biggest volleyball 
really gets.
Nicole Lennon
SOPHOMORE OUTSIDE HITTER



On Nov. 15, two members of the 
volleyball program received C-USA 
Superlative Awards. Volpe was named 
Coach of the Year, while Lennon was 
named the regular-season C-USA Player 
of the Year — the first such honor in 
program history. According to Lennon, 
it was the assistance of her teammates 
that allowed her to play at such a high 
level throughout the season. 

“I can’t do it without my team,” Lennon 
said. “If I don’t have the amazing passes I 
get from our liberos, and if I don’t have the 
amazing sets I get from our setters, I can’t do 
my job. So really, the credit goes to everyone.”

Rice now turns its attention to Sun Belt 
conference champion Texas State. On the 
year, the Bobcats posted a 26-6 record, 
including an 11-1 conference mark; since 
Sept. 11, they have lost just one match out of 

22 contests. NCAA’s RPI rankings place the 
Bobcats at No. 22 in the country (the Owls are 
No. 30). The two teams faced off once earlier 
this year on Sept. 4 in a five-set victory for 
Texas State. Volpe said the matchup will be 
a test of strength for this Rice team.

“[Texas State is] a very consistent 
team,” Volpe said. “They have a lot of 
balance to their attack, like us. It’s going 
to be a really competitive match.”

This year marks just the fourth time 
that Rice volleyball has reached the NCAA 
tournament. For some, just playing in 
college volleyball’s premier competition 
is a thrill within itself. Lennon said the 
appearance will finally allow her to fulfill 
a lifelong aspiration. 

“I’ve been dreaming of this since 
I was little,” Lennon said. “It’s the 
biggest volleyball really gets. The NCAA 
Tournament is what every little volleyball 
player wants to do when they grow up.”

Adekunle said she agreed with 
Lennon’s sentiment.

“This is a dream come true for me,” 
Adekunle said. 
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ERIC BARBER
SENIOR WRITER
WILL RICE COLLEGE 
SOPHOMORE 

The more things change, the more they 
stay the same. This phrase describes Rice 
basketball so far this season. The Owls 
have the same record this season as last 
season through seven games: three wins 
and four losses.

From the perspective of personnel, the 
team this year is markedly different from 
last year’s squad. Five freshman and two 
transfers have entered into the fold to offset 
the six transfers who left Rice after last 
year. However, there are certain aspects 
to the Owls this year that feel familiar. It’s 
early, but here’s what I’ve seen so far from 
head coach Scott Pera’s team.

WILLIAMS PROVIDES THE OWLS WITH A 
DIFFERENT DIMENSION

Prior to the season, Pera and much 
of the team said graduate forward 
Jack Williams had already established 
himself as one of the leaders due to his 
many years of experience. This season, 
Williams has been putting together some 
solid performances. But while most of 
the team shoots a ton of threes, that is 
not Williams’ specialty, as he is a crafty 
inside scorer with a smooth jump hook. 
On two-point field goals, Williams is 
shooting 57.4 percent. Williams is also 
the Owls best rebounder, averaging 7.1 
boards per game.

RICE HAS A TURNOVER PROBLEM
So far, Rice is averaging 14.4 turnovers 

per game. Last year, they turned the ball 
over 14.8 times per game. Both of those 
figures rank well into the bottom half of 
the NCAA. Pera likes the Owls to play at 
a high tempo, which accounts for some of 
the turnovers, but in the half court, they 
too frequently make sloppy passes that 
allow the opposing team to score on the 
break. Rice also turns the ball over more 
than its opponents, with a -2.3 turnover 
margin per game.

WHEN RICE NEEDS A BUCKET, LOOK TO ADAMS
Junior guard Ako Adams was already 

the team’s second leading scorer last 
season. In this year’s campaign, with the 
offseason departure of Connor Cashaw, 
he is now the team’s leading scorer, 
averaging 14 points per game. He is also 
shooting remarkably well at clips of 46.4 
percent from the field, 43.9 percent from 
3-point range and 88.9 percent from the 
free throw line. Adams also leads the team 
in 3-pointers made per game. At point 
guard, he has demonstrated good shot-
creating skills and made five 3-pointers in 
two straight games against Alabama A&M 
University and the University of Houston.

THE FRESHMEN HAVE IMPRESSED
This year’s freshman class has had a 

decent amount of playing time considering 
their youth. They are all averaging double 
digits in minutes per game with guard 
Drew Peterson starting all seven games 
so far and center Quentin Millora-Brown 
starting four. Additionally, guard Chris 
Mullins has seen a ton of minutes in the 
closing stretches of games as an extra 
scoring option. Pera is not afraid to play 
them in large groups either, sometimes 
playing three, four or even five of them at 
the same time. While they might not be 
incredibly seasoned — sometimes it shows 
— it appears as if they will be important to 
Rice’s success this year.

This column has been condensed for print

BARBER’S THOUGHTS: BASKETBALL

Five observations 
from men’s 

basketball so far 

FOUR-GAME WIN STREAK

Sophomore guard Sydne Wiggins drives past a defender during Rice’s 93-65 victory over McNeese State University on Sunday at Tudor 
Fieldhouse. Wiggins had eight points on three-of-five shooting and added six assists and two steals on the night.  The Owls shot 54 percent 
from the field and canned 10 3-pointers during the victory, forcing 22 Cowgirl turnovers and registering 16 steals. 

cloris cai / thresher

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL ON 

MADISON BUZZARD
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR  

Rice women’s basketball improved its 
record to 4-2 by defeating McNeese State 
University, 93-65 on Sunday afternoon 
at Tudor Fieldhouse. With the win, Rice 
extended its winning streak to four 
games, after losing its first two games to 
top-25 ranked opponents.

Sunday’s matchup favored the Owls 
based on season results: McNeese State 
entered the game winless, at 0-5. Early 
in the game, however, the Cowgirls 
took a six-point lead after back-to-back 
3-pointers. Rice responded with a 13-0 
run, sparked by 11 points from freshman 
guard Haylee Swayze. 

The Owls led by at least six points the 
rest of the game. Swayze finished with 23 
points on 5-for-9 shooting from 3-point 
range. Junior guard Erica Ogwumike nearly 
had a triple double, adding 21 points, eight 
rebounds and eight steals. As a team, the 
Owls snatched 16 steals and scored 29 
points off turnovers. 

Rice head coach Tina Langley said the 
key to the Owls’ defensive tenacity was grit.

“It was our third game in five days,” 
Langley said. “During the holiday 
season, it was tough to come out and 
prepare for a game mentally. I like the 
way we competed.”

According to Ogwumike, Rice still 
needs to prove it can perform at an elite 
level for an entire game. McNeese State 
scored 16 points off of Rice turnovers and 
added 27 points from bench players.

“Even when we got a bucket on one 
end, there were things we could do 
better [defensively],” Ogwumike said. 
“There were a lot of hiccups during the 
game. Consistency is what we need and 
our coaches and bench did a good job 
of reiterating that throughout the game 
[against McNeese State].”

According to Swayze, poor execution is 
inevitable at times during a game. Rather 
than trying to be perfect, Swayze said the 
Owls must put more emphasis on keeping 
a strong mentality.

“I think it is really important to fight at 
the end of the game when we are fatigued,” 
Swayze said. “If we are able to be aggressive 
[in the fourth quarter], we can win games.”

Rice receives an extended break 
before playing its next game at home on 
Saturday against the University of New 
Orleans. Langley said her team should 
not pressure itself to continue its current 
win streak.

“We have to tell our team that the win 
and the loss does not matter, because it 
does not show what we are capable of,” 
Langley said. “There have been games 
where we lost but we played well, and 
we learn a lot from those games. Of 
course there have also been games we 
have won that felt like losses. For us it 
is about the process: How well are we 
doing on the offensive end of the floor? 
How well are we doing on the defensive 
side of the floor? How well are we doing 
with our leadership?”

Eleven Rice players received minutes 
during the game against McNeese State, 
including four freshmen. A trio of seniors 
are relied upon to mentor Langley’s young 
talent: Shani Rainey, Lauren Grigsby and 
Nicole Iademarco. According to Langley, 
Rice’s seniors have taken their leadership 
roles in stride.

“Our veterans have really embraced 
our younger players,” Langley said. “Our 
players are learning to play with one 
another and that allows us to maximize 
our depth. Our freshman have played 
fearless and worked incredibly hard. The 
added depth will help us going forward.”

Our players are learning 
to play with one another 
and that allows us to 
maximize our depth.
Tina Langley
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL HEAD COACH

VOLLEYBALL FROM PAGE 10

Texas (20-4)

SFA (32-2)

Rice (24-6)

Texas St. (26-6)

7 p.m.

4 p.m.

NCAA D1 WOMEN’S  
VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

FIRST/SECOND ROUNDS

infographic by tina liu

SECOND ROUND 
MATCH WILL 

BE PLAYED ON 
NOV. 30

NOV. 29
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to jobs@testmasters.com.

RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle 
&High School Math, Natural & Social Sci-
ence, Foreign Language, Humanities, and 
SAT/ACT prep. reliable transportation re-
quired. Pay is based upon a variety of fac-
tors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
sume to sri.iyengar@sriacademicservices.
com

2 AKC REGISTERED Yorkie puppies for free. 
If interested contact f123.anderson@gmail.
com

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Oland Carter
 Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire. It is written by Simona iMat and designed by Simisteroneofbackpageisdone Matovic. For comments or questions, please email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu

The Backpage Guide to Getting a Text 
Back

Bonus: Emoji Glossary
for those difficult-to-decode symbols that must have a deeper meaning 

= Seibel has sautéed eggplant 

= I haven’t stopped crying since I got 
back from Thanksgiving Break

= Fondy tonight?

= Baker 13 left the WEIRDEST mark 
on my window...

Communication and flirtation: not the average Rice student’s strengths. This makes texting — a 
necessity as temperatures drop and we approach cuffing season — rather difficult. But, there 
are certain key terms to have at your disposal, none more vital than the classic, “Hey, u up?” 

Let’s take a look at its versatility:


