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An exhibit depicting the history of 
convict leasing in Sugar Land quietly went 
on display in Fondren Library’s central 
walkway earlier this semester. Originally 
created for a Houston Action Research Team 
project several years ago, it was updated and 
reinstalled in light of a recent discovery.

In February, the remains of 95 African-
American victims of the convict-leasing 
system, described by journalist Douglas 
Blackmon as “slavery by another name,”  
were unearthed on a Fort Bend Independent 
School District construction site, according 
to court records. The discovery generated 
both local and national attention, from 
coverage by the Houston Chronicle and 
Texas Monthly to features in the New York 
Times and Washington Post. 

“The blood-drenched history that gave 
the city of Sugar Land, Tex., its name show[s] 
its face,” wrote Brent Staples in an opinion 
piece for the New York Times.

A BLOODY PAST
For half a century after the abolition 

of slavery, Southern state prisons rented 
out convicts to private companies as a 
replacement source of cheap labor. Under a 
series of laws known as the “Black Codes,” 
black men were targeted and incarcerated 
for petty charges such as vagrancy, then 
forced to labor under debilitating conditions 
considered far too dangerous for white 
workers. Often contracts between the prison 
and the company explicitly stipulated that 
the convicts be African-American. 

Sugar Land grew from the Imperial Sugar 
Company, once the biggest establishment 
using convict leasing in Texas. For the 
most part, the rapidly developing city has 
attempted to write out the forced black labor 
that formed its economic foundation from its 

history, Jay Jenkins, a lawyer for the Texas 
Criminal Justice Coalition, said.

On Oct. 23, the city council voted 6-0 
to approve the request of Fort Bend ISD, 
which owns the land, to relocate the 
bodies to the nearby Imperial Prison Farm 
Cemetery and continue construction for 
the James Reese Career and Technical 
Center over the burial site. 

The decision went against the 
recommendation of the city-appointed 
Cemetery Task Force, composed of 
community members, professors and 
activists, which voted 19-1 to rebury the 
exhumed bodies where they were found out 
of respect for the original burial ground as a 
sacred space. 

The rush to move the remains elsewhere 
disrespects the memory, history and 
contributions of the individuals, Jenkins, a 
member of the task force, said.

Buried in unmarked pine boxes, the 
bodies reveal a life of suffering. Forensic 
examinations show muscles torn away from 
the bone from the strain of heavy labor; many 
of the inmates were likely worked to death, 
according to archaeologists who worked on 
the remains. 

Both the plantation owner’s initial 
treatment of the convicts and the city 
council’s decision reflect an implicit 
understanding of black bodies as disposable, 
Summar McGee, president of Rice’s Black 
Student Association, said. 

“They’ve been laid to rest. Had that been 
a cemetery of other people, would they have 
moved the bodies?” McGee, a Hanszen 
College junior, said. “The real uncomfortable 
truth is that they — and when I say ‘they’, I 
hear and I feel ‘I’— are not of value to people.”

CITY IN DENIAL
Robert Scamardo, a member of Fort Bend 

ISD’s general council, cited a lack of legal 

Prisoner remains to be relocated

ANNA TA
NEWS EDITOR

Rice Program Council changed 
Esperanza’s theme to “A Taste of the 
Twenties” a week before the event after 
student leaders expressed concerns about a 
Great Gatsby-themed dance at the Houston 
Museum of African American Culture.

Representatives from RPC, which 
organizes the dance, as well as the presidents 
of the National Society of Black Engineers, 
the Black Student Association and the Rice 
African Student Association met on Sunday 
to discuss how to alter the theme, according 
to Dessy Akinfenwa, president of the NSBE.
Akinfenwa said the meeting was productive.

“People don’t often intend to be 
offensive, but sometimes when you aren’t 
intentional [with your actions] it can come 
off offensive,” Akinfenwa said. “I had never 
read [The Great Gatsby] and someone was 
like, yeah, that book is actually kind of 
racist ... I started hearing it around the black 
campus too, a lot of people making separate 
connections. I wasn’t surprised. It’s kind of 
the world we live in.”

RPC issued a public apology via Facebook.
Maishara Muquith, the RPC president, 

said RPC had discussed the appropriateness 
of two theme options with the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs, “Under the Sea” and “A 
Night at Gatsby’s” given the location.  

“We knew we were not experts on African 

American experiences or backgrounds,” 
Muquith said. “We realize now that we 
should have also consulted other resources, 
including student organizations, to gain a 
broader perspective.”

Akinfenwa said students should have 
been consulted in addition to the OMA.

“It’s good that they brought it up with 
the OMA, but the time period they grew up 
in versus the time we’re living in right now, 
I think it’s pretty different,” Akinfenwa said. 

According to the RPC Facebook 
announcement, RPC plans to incorporate 
African American culture in the 1920s.

“After the meeting with [the] presidents, 
the conversation wasn’t about whether we 
should change the theme – it was pretty 
clear that we need to do so in order to be 
more inclusive, but about how to change 
the theme given our time constraint,” 
Muquith said.

Muquith said RPC has discussed how to 
make Esperanza and RPC more inclusive, 
including potential ways to advertise to and 
recruit minority members to RPC.

Akinfenwa said while the problem arose 
because of the combination of the venue and 
theme, she appreciated the choice of venue.

“They shouldn’t be afraid to use venues 
like this in the future,” Akinfenwa said. 
“Don’t be afraid to go somewhere that puts 
people out of their comfort zone, because I 
think that’s how we’re supposed to learn at 
this university.”

Esperanza theme changed
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Acing Midterms
Rice students turn out to vote in record numbers

Number of votes cast by Rice students

336
in 2014

1,027
in 2016

1,298
in 2018

Students line up early Tuesday morning in the Rice Memorial Center to cast their votes in the 2018 midterm elections. Students reported waiting as long as two hours to vote, and there was a steady line 
from 7 a.m., when the polls opened, to 7 p.m., when they closed. A total of 753 people voted in the RMC on Tuesday, surpassing the 688 who voted in the 2016 election. christina tan / thresher

*This number may include some non-students who are registered on Rice’s campus.

*
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At least 40 percent of students have taken 
the National College Health Assessment of 
Rice University as of last Friday – almost three 
times the response rate from the last time it 
was offered, in 2014, according to Agnes Ho, 
director of Rice’s Student Wellbeing Center.

This year, the survey is administered 
through the Survey of All Students. The 
Wellbeing Center had to throw out the data 
for 2014 due to the extremely low response 
rate of 13.7 percent, according to Ho. 

“That year, we did a random sample size 
and sent the survey to approximately 1,668 
students separately from the Survey of All 
Students,” Ho said. “The survey link was not 
easily accessed by students who missed the 
invitation email.”

The NCHA assesses students’ “alcohol, 
tobacco, and other drug use, sexual health, 
weight, nutrition, and exercise, mental health 
and personal safety and violence,” according 
to the website of the American College Health 
Association, which administers the survey.

Divine Webber, a Student Association 
new student representative working on the 
project, said the committee working on the 
NCHA received feedback that many students  
felt that the questions were triggering. 

“There’s not really a better way to 
collect this amount of this type of data 
without doing a survey like this,” Webber, 
a Duncan College freshman, said. “But we 
don’t want it to be a burden on anyone. 

That would be contradictory to our goal.”
According to Ho, the NCHA committee 

is using an opt-out system to deal with the 
issue of potentially triggering questions. 
Although it is listed as a part of the SAS, 
which places a hold on course registration 
when not completed, the NCHA survey as 
well as individual questions in the survey are 
all optional. The survey is also completely 
anonymous, according to the ACHA.

“ACHA will not administer the survey if 
it is mandatory,” Ho said. “We understand 
some of the questions in the survey may 
be personal. We do not require students 
to answer questions that make them feel 
uncomfortable.”

According to Webber, one of the goals of 
the survey is to determine the areas in which 
the wellbeing committee is lacking.

“Hopefully, it will help Rice students feel 
like there truly are people on campus who 
care about them,” Webber said.

According to Ho, who is leading the NCHA 
project at Rice, the survey results will address 
students’ complaints about the availability of 
health services on campus. 

“The survey results will help us identify 
health and wellbeing issues that we need to 
focus on. We believe the results will show us 
what health and wellbeing services students 
need and help us mobilize the resources to 
help them,” Ho said.

The NCHA survey opened Oct. 26 and will 
close Nov. 16. 

This article has been condensed for print. 
For the full version, see ricethresher.org.

RESPONSE RATES TO NCHA SURVEY

2014

13.7%

2018

40%

STUDENTS STILL 
HAVE UNTIL NOV. 
16 TO TAKE THE 

SURVEY

Survey response rates up

WILL LEDIG
SENIOR REPORTER

Yesterday, Rice University 
students, resident associates and 
magisters all lined up in front of 
the polling station in the Rice 
Memorial Center’s Miner Lounge 

to cast their votes in the midterm 
elections. We sat outside the 
polling station and interviewed 
some of the 753 voters exiting the 
polls to ask them why they were 
motivated to stand in line for up to 
two hours to submit their ballots. 
The following is a sampling of 
their responses.

WHY DID RICE VOTE?

infographic by sydney garrett

It seems like every single week there’s some sort of 
scandal and that has really motivated me to go to the polls to stand 
up for the issues that I care about.

CHRISTINE ZHAO
Hanszen College Freshman

Because right now, politics are like a little too lit 
and we need to turn that shit down.

CAMY PIERRE-LOUIS 
Hanszen College  Sophomore

I feel like you just gotta, I don’t know! Just gotta 
make sure you’re represented.

ABBEY PEREZ
Wiess College Senior

Well, my mom texted me...
RIA SUR

Martel College Junior

infographic by marlena fleck

To stop the rise of openly fascist, anti-semitic, 
racist, sexist imagery and political rhetoric that’s being spread 
by the top of the Republican Party, and voting for the Democratic 
Party is the single best way that you can make sure that we do 
not end up repeating the huge mistakes of history.

NIK LIEBSTER
Hanszen College Senior
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Keep the Glass Night 
at Willy’s Pub 

Thursday, Nov. 15 
8:30 to 11 p.m. 

Give online before “Keep the Glass Night” at giving.rice.edu/students. 

Rice Seniors — 
 

Join the Student Philanthropy 
Committee (SPC) at Willy’s 
Pub on Thursday, Nov. 15 from 
8:30 to 11 p.m.! 
 

With a gift of $11 or more, 
donors will receive an exclusive 
Comfort Colors senior t shirt, 
a pint glass, and two free 
beers on us (21+). 
 
 

If you have already made your gift, 
bring your pint glass to receive 
two free beers. If you don’t have 
your glass yet, this is a great time 
to pick it up! 

Class of 2019 

and financial means to operate a cemetery 
on a school property. A wing of the facility, 
currently under construction, is planned to 
be built directly atop the burial site, according 
to Scamardo.

Though relocation to the cemetery still 
requires approval from the Fort Bend County 
District Court, on a date to be determined, 
Scamardo is confident the decision will pass. 

“I’m not aware of any compelling 
argument that the judge would be persuaded 
by,” Scamardo said. 

Any living descendants would have a 
superior legal right to the remains of their 
relatives, according to Scamardo. However, 
the school board does not intend to wait until 
DNA testing is complete before reburial. 

The board believes it would not be 
respectful to leave the remains in limbo, 
Scamardo said.  

“We want to ensure that we are acting with 
dignity and respect, and that the stories of 
these individuals are told,” Scamardo said. 

Fort Bend ISD has committed to an 
onsite, indoor plaque commemorating the 
individuals, according to Scamardo. 

Reginald Moore, a historian and 
community activist, said he has engaged in 
a 20-year long struggle for recognition from 
the City of Sugar Land for its role in the re-
enslavement and abuse of black men after the 
civil war and the resulting damage inflicted 
on the local black community.  

Moore, who founded the Texas Slave 
Descendants Society, said the city has denied 
his requests for reparations for descendants 
of convict lessees, as well as the formation of 
a museum in honor of the victims. 

Because Sugar Land was not incorporated 
until 1959, after the convict-leasing program 
ended, the city is not responsible for the 
grievances that occurred under the program, 
according to the official Sugar Land website. 

“Our history as a city begins 50 years 
ago,” city manager Allen Bogard said in an 
interview for the Texas Monthly in 2017.

Yet students grow up surrounded by 
neighborhoods such as Plantation Bend, 
Magnolia Plantations and Plantation Homes. 
Residents drive down streets like Cunningham 
Creek Drive, Ellis Creek Drive, Terry Street 
and Voss Road, named for slave owners and 
Confederate veterans.

The Telfair neighborhood was built over 
large tracts of land that had been farmed by 
convicts. Despite the possibility of convict 
graves, no extensive archeological research 
was performed, according to the Woodson 
Research Center website.

The prosperity brought by development 
is rarely shared by the longstanding African 
American community, many of whom are 
getting priced out of the real estate market, 
according to Lora Wildenthal, the faculty 
advisor for the 2015 HART project. 

MUTED RESPONSE AT RICE
Despite the national media attention 

and Fort Bend’s proximity, a 30-minute 

driving distance from campus, the ongoing 
controversy has generated little discussion 
among students on campus, Grant Lu, a 
McMurtry College junior, said.

“I don’t think a lot of people have realized 
how close [it] is — that this is Sugar Land 
where this is all happening,” Lu said.

The significance of this discovery goes 
beyond Sugar Land, as a lens into a largely 
obscured period of American history, Amanda 
Focke, assistant head of special exhibits at the 
Woodson Research Center, said. 

“It’s just not in the textbooks, not 
something that most people know about,” 
Focke said. 

According to Lu, who grew up in Sugar 
Land, the lack of awareness reflects a failure 
of the education system, citing major gaps 
in his high school curriculum.

“In Texas history, our teacher tried to 
convince us that the Civil War wasn’t about 
slavery, it was about state’s rights,” Lu said. 

The average African-American person 
does not have the privilege of ignorance,  
McGee said.

“This is not news [for us],” McGee 
said. “We didn’t have to have a class. 
This is dinner table conversation. We 
understand systems like convict leasing, 
how those things are intrinsically tied to 
prison labor today.”

CONFRONTING THE TRUTH
Sugar Land should take steps, such 

as building a museum and placing 
markers, to make its history visible and 
understandable, Wildenthal said. 

“People who bury their head in the 
sand, they don’t look too good later,” 
Wildenthal said. “There is a chance to forge 
a community that isn’t based on Mississippi 
plantation names and pretending the past 
didn’t happen.”

McGee said action has to come from more 
than just the minority of black students — a 
cultural shift is necessary at Rice.

“There is not one aspect of American 
culture untouched by either contributions 
of black Americans and/or the suffering 
of black Americans,” McGee said. “That’s 
a hard unequivocal truth: We don’t 
necessarily engage in with our studies at 
Rice. We skirt around it.”

Wildenthal said it’s not Rice’s place as 
a nonprofit institution to directly engage 
in a municipal level struggle. However, she 
said she encourages individuals at Rice, 
particularly professors with expertise in 
the area, to take a stand publicly regarding 
Sugar Land’s actions moving forward, 
perhaps by writing an op-ed. 

In addition, Rice can offer academic 
support to bridge the knowledge gap 
between scholars and the general public, 
McDaniel said. 

Since 2015, the Woodson Research Center 
has housed a permanent collection of archival 
material that Moore accumulated over the 
course of his advocacy work, according to the 
Woodson website.

Rice’s history department is currently in 
the planning stages for a scholarly symposium 
on convict leasing and labor to be held in the 
spring semester.

According to Wildenthal, Rice can also 
contribute by building student interest, 
partnering with community organizations, 

developing curricula for the Texas Board of 
Education and offering relevant courses. 

Though Rice offers an African studies 
minor, there is currently no African studies, 
black studies or diaspora major.

Despite the centrality of African-
American history to American history, 
students can choose to go through Rice 
without ever engaging with African-
American culture or history, in a way that 
you can’t with European classics or history, 
according to McGee. 

“Don’t just put together the professors 
who teach mildly relevant courses,” McGee 
said. “Hire full-time staff members to show 
that you are dedicated and acknowledge 
us as a legitimate field. The history would 
enrich us all and make people more aware of 
the dynamics of the culture and space that 
they occupy.”

Jenkins said students have the ability to 
make an impact.

“The decision-makers are particularly 
afraid of young people,” Jenkins said. “If 
you’re making about a point about Sugar 
Land and the criminal justice system, it makes 
them look bad.” 

The Cemetery Task Force will continue 
holding meetings at the Sugar Land City 
Hall (2700 Town Center Blvd., Sugar Land) 
until further notice. The meetings are open 
to the public. 

Community responds to relocation plans for remains of 95 black prisoners

This is not news [for us]. 
We didn’t have a class. 
This is a dinner table 
conversation.

 Summar McGee
BLACK STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT

infographic by marlena fleck

BURIAL FROM PAGE 1

illustration by marlena fleck



Student organizations must   
be proactive on inclusion
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OPINION

Beto O’Rourke’s campaign to unseat 
Ted Cruz as U.S. Senator has arguably 
generated as much buzz on campus as the 
2016 presidential election. While it’s clear 
that Rice students are most politically 
engaged during election season, students 
should consider whether electoral politics 
is the most effective means of pursuing their 
political goals. We argue that it is not, and 
that our activism must not be limited to 
working within a political system that does 
not always reflect the needs of the people.  

Tactics of voter suppression and 
disenfranchisement keep working-class 
citizens from engaging in electoral politics. 
While it’s easy for a student to walk to the 
RMC and vote between classes, those who 
work long hours are often unable to get to 
the polls. Before even finding the time to 
make it to the polls, however, Texans have to 
be registered to vote 30 days before Election 
Day, whereas other countries (and now the 
states of Oregon and North Dakota) register 
voters automatically. Gerrymandering often 
prevents black and Hispanic voters from 
having a substantive impact on elections, 
and one does not have to look beyond 
Texas’ 2nd Congressional District, which 
includes Rice, to get a sense of how districts 
can be shaped to dilute the voting power of 

minorities by including distant suburbs. 
Apart from tactics of voter 

disenfranchisement and gerrymandering 
that prevent electoral politics from being 
an effective means through which change 
can be achieved, we must understand that 
within the U.S., the only changes that are 
possible are those that are taken up by the 
dominant political parties. For example, 
though Democrats are conscious of the 
existential threat of climate change, electing 
Democrats is not enough to achieve the 
changes that might seriously mitigate the 
effects of climate change. The recent U.N. 
scientific panel report declares that large-
scale systemic changes “of which there 
is no documented historical precedent” 
are required to limit the effects of climate 
change. Given the Democrats’ tepid 
response, even relative to those of European 
nations, it’s reasonable to be skeptical that 
Democratic control of political institutions 
would result in such drastic change. 

Though Democrats at least acknowledge 
climate change, we cannot confront other 
legitimate issues that both Democrats and 
Republicans refuse to discuss through 
electoral activism. For example, the issue of 
illegal Israeli settlements and the military 
occupation of Palestine cannot be contested 

through electoral politics because the vast 
majority of American politicians, ranging 
from Beto O’Rourke and Elizabeth Warren 
to Donald Trump and Ted Cruz, support the 
Israeli occupation. 

Finally, a sole focus on voting ignores the 
crucial role that organized communities and 
popular protest play in shaping electoral 
politics; historically, strong labor unions 
have produced more progressive candidates 
than today’s Democrats because their power 
and interests emerge from working people 
instead of corporate donations.

Our goal in writing this piece is not 
to dissuade people from voting. Rather, 
we encourage others to think about how 
they use their political energy beyond 
Election Day, as activism on campus tends 
to be focused on voting. While electoral 
politics may seem like the most effective 
and reliable method of pursuing change, 
there are historical counterexamples. In 
1960, black students from Texas Southern 
University, only a few miles away from 
Rice, started sit-ins that ultimately led to 
racial desegregation in Houston. Today, 
local organizations exemplify the vibrant 
community of activism within the city 
and the possibility of achieving real gains 
without elected officials; Food Not Bombs 

feeds poor and homeless Houstonians, and 
the Texas Organizing Project regularly bails 
out unconvicted black mothers who are 
awaiting trial. 

Rice students are often chided as 
apolitical and disinterested in politics. On 
campus, however, we lack points of entry to 
involvement in activism aimed at grassroots 
action. We believe that educating ourselves 
by attending workshops, such as Rice 
Left’s post-election workshop, and actively 
engaging in critical conversations about 
dominant conceptions of politics are the 
first steps to wider involvement. Ultimately, 
direct engagement through grassroots 
community organizations like those listed 
above is the most straightforward way to 
pursue the political ideals that Rice students 
find important. Activism has never begun or 
ended with electoral politics — similarly, 
our own activism must not be limited to 
electoral involvement. 

Activism at Rice must go beyond Election Day
OP-ED

The Rice Thresher, the official 
student newspaper at Rice 
University since 1916, is published 
each Wednesday during the school 
year, except during examination 
periods and holidays, by the 
students of Rice University.

Letters to the Editor must be 
received by  5 p.m. the Friday 
prior to publication and must be 
signed, including college and year 
if the writer is a Rice student. The 
Thresher reserves the rights to edit 
letters for content and length and 
to place letters on its website.

Editorial and business offices are 
located on the second floor of the 
Ley Student Center:
6100 Main St., MS-524
Houston, TX 77005-1892
Phone (713) 348-4801
Email: thresher@rice.edu
Website: www.ricethresher.org
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This week, the Rice Program 
Council changed the theme for 
Esperanza, which will take place 
at the Houston Museum of African 
American Culture, from “A Night 
at Gatsby’s” to “A Taste of the 
Twenties.” The change occurred after 
the Black Student Association, Rice 
African Student Association and the 
National Society of Black Engineers 
reached out to RPC with concerns 
that the initial theme was based on 
a novel that is not racially inclusive 
and overlooks the contributions of 
the African American community 
to culture in the 1920s. By meeting 
with student leaders and altering the 
theme, RPC responded in a thoughtful 
and appropriate way. The discussion 
that led to the change is an example 
of honest and critical conversations 
that we should be engaging in. 

However, in an ideal world, such a 
conversation would have taken place 
long before the theme was chosen. 
Student organizations, especially 
blanket tax organizations tasked with 
serving the student body (including 
the Thresher), should take this 
occurrence as a learning opportunity 
to be proactive about understanding 
our weaknesses when it comes 
to serving and engaging the Rice 
community.

Our leadership at the Thresher is 

not reflective of the demographics 
of the student body, an issue that 
persists in leadership in other 
student organizations as well. Often, 
we join organizations because friends 
already belong to them or because 
we see students who are like us 
succeeding in that organization. And 
once in those organizations, we tend 
to recruit familiar faces — those who 
look and think like us. This leads to 
a cycle in which clubs become less — 
rather than more — representative. 
One concrete way to break out of this 
cycle and avoid situations like the 
original Esperanza theme is through 
proactive change.

Change looks like gathering 
input from the community before 
deciding on campuswide themes 
and recruiting beyond our inner 
circle of friends. Close examination 
of metrics used by organizations 
to judge merit can reveal integral 
biases in the most well-meaning 
leadership teams. And change does 
not mean relying on representatives 
of diverse communities to continually 
educate on these issues — it means 
learning from mistakes and seeking 
ways to proactively prevent casual 
discrimination or microaggressions.

We can, and should, do better to 
ensure that all populations at Rice 
feel heard and included. 

this week’s online op-eds

SONIA TORRES

“I won’t ask you to read between the 
lines: Young people are largely not at fault 
for their percieved lack of political 
participation.”

DANIEL UWANAMODO

Getting politically engaged isn’t easy for all

“Embracing a plant-based diet liberates us 
and allows us to remove the ominous, 
translucent veneer placed upon our eyes by 
those who want nothing more than our 
money.”

“Spontaneous and beautiful ... that’s how 
first times should feel. At one point in my 
life, meeting people almost always felt like 
that. But socializing at Rice us different.”

WANT YOUR SAY IN THE RICE THRESHER? 
SUBMIT YOUR OP-EDS TO EWS3@RICE.EDU

CHAD WESSELKAMPER

Eat empathy, not earthlings

First (and a half) impressions

STAFF EDITORIAL

BILAL REHMAN
DUNCAN COLLEGE JUNIOR

SUNEE QUIRANTE
LOVETT COLLEGE JUNIOR

infographic by jennifer fu

Correction: Willy’s Pub will serve wine on tap starting Nov. 6. The previous issue 
incorrectly stated this would occur Oct. 31.
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COLOR ME __ Crossword by Carolina Hatanpaa
  For the Thresher ACROSS

1 Colorful architectural plan
8 City of angels
9 Originally called
10 Part of the skull
12 With 2 Down, compound   
 produced during intense   
 exercise
13 Derivative of x
15 “Live free or die” state
16 Hartford state
17 Relating to the eye
19 Young goat  
20 Infamous Richard __
21 @
22 Letters before Hammer
23 Common connector 
24 The loneliest number
25 In one’s birthday suit
27   Disgust noise
28 Ideas to patent
30 Male pronoun
31 Capitale d’Italia
32 Put a __ on it!
34 Vote in favor
36 Exists
37 Colorful New York Village

DOWN
1  Colorful extortion
2 With 12 Across, compound  
 produced during intense   
 exercise
3 Lead in to thermal
4 Gym class’s other name
5 Colorful algal bloom
6 Lots of people live here, but  
 work in NY
7 Coppertone color
11 Colorful criminal cover-up
18 Colorful conjunctivitis
21 Needing iron
23 Ooh counterpart
26 Tied score
29 Ormfay ofyay atinlay
33 Pre-med goal
35 French in

Answers will be posted on ricethresher.org and on the Thresher 
Facebook page.

Bolded clues correspond to the theme.

 1  5  2   4

 8   9   11   10  

 12  14  15     13  

 16   17       18

 19    21      20

 22   23     24   

  26  27      25  

 28  31 30    29    

 32
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 35

 

 33

 

 34
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It’s hard to miss the bright red, orange 
and yellow seats that fill McMurtry College’s 
commons. And McMurtry freshman Dani 
Ennis hates them. If she had designed her 
college’s central space, she would have done 
it differently. While she likes the open space 
and the natural light, she’d prefer if the chairs 
were purple — still eye-catching, but they’d 
show off McMurtry’s color. 

“I think [the chairs] could be a funky 
color,” Ennis said. “But not three colors at the 
same time.”

It should come as no surprise that Ennis is 
studying architecture.

The Rice School of Architecture is one 
of the top architecture programs in the 
country. Prospective students apply directly 
to the architecture school, and each class 
has roughly 20 students. What makes 
Rice’s program unique is that it is a six-year 
program. According to Beril Uzmen, a Jones 
College junior, architecture students graduate 
with their matriculating class, leave Rice to 
do a year-long preceptorship — similar to an 
internship, but at an architecture firm — and 
then return for a final year. Preceptorships 
help the students decide what area of 
architecture to pursue.

While Ennis is interested in interiors, there 
are a variety of careers open to architecture 
students. Uzmen said she knows architects 
in landscaping, interior design, business, 
project management and even law. According 
to Ennis, architects designing a building can 
choose the furniture and even dinnerware 
used in their space.

“Even when you think about Hogwarts in 

Harry Potter, [it] was designed by architects,” 
Uzmen said. 

For the architects who design 
buildings, many focus on the 
user experience, according to 
Ennis. For example, she said she 
thinks Duncan Hall is all about the user’s 
experience because the inside of the building 
is so unexpected when you first walk in. 

“You cannot be mad in that building,” 
Ennis said, although engineering majors 
may disagree.

Being a student in one of the country’s 
best architecture programs can be 
challenging. Ennis specifically remembers 
how terrified she was when she received her 
first architecture assignment. 

“I read it like five times and I didn’t know 
what they were asking,” Ennis said. “Nobody 
knew. But then I looked around and all of 
my friends now, in architecture, didn’t know 
what was happening either.”

Ennis said she also struggles with how 
time-consuming her projects can be.

“With writing an essay, you don’t know 
what you’re writing, but then you just keep on 
writing and you get somewhere with it,” Ennis 
said. “With architecture, you spend seven to 
eight hours on something, and then you look 
at it and it looks terrible. But you don’t have 
time to go back and fix it, so you have to find a 
way to fit it into your project.”

Ennis said her favorite project has been 
the hybrid house — an assignment where she 
was asked to put together the designs of two 
houses she had designed earlier in the year. 
But in the process of designing it, she didn’t 
follow all of the rules.

“[My professor] was like, ‘You broke the 
rules! You broke the rules! But it looks good, 

s o 
it’s okay!’” 
Ennis said. “He wasn’t 
sure whether to be happy or mad 
about it.”

Every architecture student can take an 
array of classes — history of theory and 
technology, for example — but the one class 
that every architecture student has to take 
every semester is studio. Studio is from 1 to 5 
p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
and it’s where students develop a semester-
long project. Uzmen said she’s designed 
a house, a winery and a television studio 
among other projects. 

Although Archis have different kinds of 
projects than most Rice students, one thing 
they have in common with other students is 
that they love to watch Netflix while doing 
work. Uzmen said she often catches up on 
TV while making models — 3D objects that 
represent designs. But Netflix doesn’t just 
serve as a way to pass time — Uzmen said it’s 
a bonding experience for Archis.

“[My studio] watched like half of 
“Friends” together while we [made] 
models,” Uzmen said.

In particular, studios grow close because of 
all the time they spend together. Although they 
usually work on individual projects, they spend 
so much time working in the same room that 
they’ve formed a close bond.

“As a group we vibe very well,” Uzmen 
said. “There are so many things that we 

have 
i n s i d e 

jokes and 
talk to each other 

about. Like, it’s [three] 
i n the morning, but you’re still 
able to laugh with these people.”

Archis are also clearly close to their 
professors — they call their professors by 
their first names, and in the architecture 
school’s biweekly publication, they have a 
section called “Memes with Michelle,” where 
they document professor Michelle Chang’s 
reactions to memes. Uzmen said Dean Sarah 
Whiting, the dean of the architecture school, 
has group meetings with the entire school 
that are “like mom giving us advice.”

Although the architecture school has its 
own close-knit community, it sometimes 
makes  architecture students feel somewhat 
isolated at Rice, according to Uzmen,  mostly 
because of the small activities that they 
miss because of architecture commitments. 
For example, one of the Jones RAs had a 
birthday party for her dog Bruin from 3 to 
5 p.m. one day, but Uzmen couldn’t make 
it because of studio class.

But ultimately, Uzmen said she enjoys 
being involved in the Jones and Rice 
communities. She said she wanted to advise 
during Orientation Week so that she could 
take part in an experience that is important 
to Rice’s culture.

“Being part of O-Week kind of made me 
realize how much I love being in Jones,” 
Uzmen said. 

This article has been condensed for 
print. Read more on ricethresher.org.

two architecture  students 
share their experiences

#archilife  Beril Uzmen and 
her partner Stacy 
Stu test to see if 
their model can 
hold 100 pounds. 

  TATTED: Colin Howman       
The Thresher talks to the McMurtry College 
senior about wolves, science, music and a 
lifelong tattoo project.
See more at ricethresher.org

photo courtesy alida fabrega
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THE WEEKLY SCENE

ART WALK
Walk along Buffalo Bayou Park and 
learn about public works such as 
Jaume Plensa’s “Tolerance.” The walk 
will be led by Sara Kellner, with pieces 
explained by their artists. Tickets cost 
$10, and the walk will start Saturday at 
9:30 a.m.

Buffalo Bayou Park
2929 Allen Parkway

THE KILLER BS
Not the Astros’ Bagwell, Biggio and 
Berkman, but Beethoven, Brahms, 
Bartok, Bax and Berg. The Shepherd 
School’s Chamber Music Festival will 
feature works by these composers  
Friday (8 p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m., 
12 p.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m. and 8 p.m.). 
Admission is free. 

Duncan Recital Hall
Shepherd School of Music

RECOGNIZE MY 
SIGN

The Contemporary Arts Museum Houston 
will be opening Nicolas Moufarrege’s 
“Recognize My Sign” on Friday from 6:30 
to 9 p.m. According to CAMH, Moufarrege’s 
embroidered portrait-tapestries “mix 
references to Classical sculptures with 
comic books.” Entrance is free.

Contemporary Arts Museum Houston

NUTCRACKER 
MARKET

Head to NRG Park Nov. 8 to 11 for the 
Nutcracker Market. The giant pop-up shop 
features over 280 merchants selling items 
ranging from home decor to apparel. 
Eleven percent of all proceeds are donated 
to the Houston Ballet Foundation. Tickets 
cost $18.

NRG Park
1 NRG Parkway 

SUNNY LIU
THRESHER STAFF

Wiess College senior Kira Chen sees 
art as a way to explore the concepts 
of light and space. Her art studio has 
multiple shades of black, consisting of 
both modern ink and traditional Chinese 
paintings. Chen says 
her biggest artist 
inspirations are 
Chinese painter Li 
Cheng for his grand 
landscape paintings 
and minimalist artist 
Kitty Kraus for her 
kinetic sculptures of 
light and ink. When 
it comes to her own 
creative process, 
Chen said her favorite 
medium to work with is ink.

“There’s a certain amount of trust you 
have to put into [ink] because it does its 
own thing,” Chen said. “Half the time, 
you’re trying to do something and it 
doesn’t work out. I find that if I get too 
frustrated with it, then it turns out really 
bad. If I put my will into it and let it do its 
own thing, then it turns out right — most 
of the time.”

According to Chen, a huge influence 
on her interest in Chinese painting was 
her childhood experience with the style.

“In middle school and high school, 
I very much identified as American and 

I didn’t want to associate myself with 
my culture,” Chen said. “I only got into 
Chinese painting because I thought it 
was cool, not necessarily because it 
was something from my heritage that 
I wanted to come back to. Over the 
course of college, I started regretting not 
connecting with my background. That’s 

when I started taking 
art history classes 
and language courses 
and reconnecting 
back with where my 
parents are from, and 
with a language that I 
almost lost.”

On Chen’s desk is 
a piece created from 
black and red inks 
that seem to form the 
shape of dark clouds 

on white. Chen said it is her first alcohol 
ink piece.

“I kind of started out in one corner and 
pushed the ink so that it covered certain 
surface areas,” Chen said. “It was kind of 
random but also not — I had a vague idea 
of what I wanted the composition to be 
like. I like a lot of negative space. I don’t 
like to cover up the entire space in ink.”

After finishing her degrees in 
biological sciences and visual and 
dramatic arts, Chen plans on pursuing a 
career in dentistry, to which she believes 
she will be able to apply the precision 
skills she has gained as a VADA student.

Inked: BioSci and VADA senior, Kira Chen

Tonkotsu ramen for the soul
We explored Houston’s rapidly growing 
ramen scene and found hidden gems mixed 
with not-so-delicious noodles.
See more at ricethresher.org

Over the course of 
college, I started 
regretting not 
connecting with my 
background. 
Kira Chen
WIESS COLLEGE SENIOR

christina tan / thresher

SCENES AROUND TOWNSENIOR STUDIO SERIES

This past week saw a diversity of events around Rice and Houston, from the Houston Filipino 
Festival in Greenbriar Lot to Deepotsav in the Grand Hall. Read more about these events 
online at ricethresher.org.

“One of the men who sang for the crowd wore a long, embroidered tunic called a barong 
tagalog. His gravelly voice betrayed his age, but he sang with genuine enthusiasm, happy to 
share his voice with those around him.” Read the full feature by writer Lavina Kalwani online.

lisa shi / thresher

Houston Filipino Festival

KTRU Halloween Show

Deepotsav

“The next act was El Lago, a Galveston-based four-person rock band, whose dream-
like performance appealed to the growing crowd of KTRU DJs, students and community 
members.” Read the full feature by senior writer Naomi Wentz online. 

yi luo / thresher

On Sunday, Indian Students at Rice and the Graduate Student Association hosted Deepotsav, 
a celebration of Indian culture. Performances included both graduate and undergraduate 
student groups.

channing wang / thresher
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It’s been a long time coming. Rice football 
has been dancing around the precipice for a 
couple of years now, veering dangerously 
close to an edge that would send them 
plummeting toward the pinnacle of national 
embarrassment and earn them a crown 
fit for no king. With Saturday’s loss to the 
only team that was keeping the Owls from 
claiming the throne, there can be no more 
doubt: Rice is now the worst FBS team in 
the country. Welcome to the inner circles of 
college football hell.

Let’s get this straight: The University 
of Texas, El Paso football team is bad. 
Very bad. Historically bad, in fact. Prior to 
Saturday’s win, the Miners were mired in 
a 20-game losing streak and had not won 
a game in almost two years. Even after its 
34-point scoring effort, UTEP still has the 
fourth-worst total offense in FBS. They also 
have the fourth-worst scoring offense, the 
seventh-worst passing efficiency and the 
fifth-fewest first downs in the country. Their 
defense, it must be noted, has not been quite 
as bad, but that’s mostly because they’ve 
been facing teams like, well, Rice.

But now, the Miners’ streak is broken, 
their curse released, their shackles unbound. 
They can no longer claim the longest losing 
streak in the country. That honor now shifts 
to … whom else? Rice, of course, with its 
now-nine-game-long streak. 

Any way you look at it, the Owls have 
hit rock bottom. In ESPN’s Football Power 
Index metric, Rice is No. 130 in the country — 
dead last (UTEP is No. 129). In Jeff Sagarin’s 
statistics-based measurement, which also 
includes FCS teams, Rice is 196th. There 
are 65 FCS teams ahead of Rice. The Owls 
are worse than McNeese State. They’re 
worse than Abilene Christian. They’re worse 
than Incarnate Word. They’re worse than 
Harvard. At this point, I almost wouldn’t be 
surprised if Rice lost to Katy High. 

After Rice’s loss against the University 
of Houston in September, I was cautiously 
optimistic. The team competed. They did a 
lot of things right. They still lost, but there 
was some hope in the air. Maybe, I thought, 
maybe things were looking up. I was wrong.

This is not a referendum on head coach 
Mike Bloomgren’s job. He hasn’t had time 
to recruit, or to build a winning football 
culture from the ground up. He inherited a 
struggling team within a struggling program. 
He should not be fired. But I can’t say that I 
expected the Owls to be worse than they 
were last year. This is concerning.

I will continue to hold out hope that Rice 
will be better next year. I still think they will 
be. Bloomgren’s recruiting has shown early 
promise, with better geographical diversity 
and stronger players. All is not lost for Rice 
football. At any rate, it can’t get much worse 
than this. There is no more room to fall. The 
only way left is up.

SPENCER MOFFAT
THRESHER STAFF 

Whether she is diving for a dig or helping 
people learn English, volleyball’s Lee Ann 
Cunningham has consistently demonstrated 
her willingness to offer a helping hand. 

The junior libero leads the team with 456 
digs on the season and has helped lead the 
team to a 21-4 record. With the team currently 
on a 15-match win streak, Cunningham said 

she recognizes that the team needs to take it 
one game at a time. 

“As a team, we know we have a target on 
our backs,” Cunningham said. “Everyone is 
bringing us their highest level of play.”

Cunningham started playing volleyball 
in the third grade. Before coming to Rice, 
she attended Assumption High School in 
Louisville, Kentucky where she helped 
lead her high school team to their 19th state 
championship in 24 years. While in high 

school, she was also a member of her high 
school’s track team and the National Honor 
Society, National Spanish Honor Society 
and Beta Club. When deciding whether she 
ultimately wanted to play at the collegiate 
level, she said she knew how valuable 
being on a rigorous team would be for her 
development.

“I decided to attend a high school with 
an intense volleyball program so that I could 
gauge whether or not I wanted to continue 
playing at a high level,” Cunningham said.

Cunningham totaled 511 digs in her 
freshman season, making the Conference 
USA All-Freshman Team. During her 
sophomore season, when she was selected 
to the C-USA All-Conference second team, 
she eclipsed her previous season’s total, 
registering 580 digs. Though such a high 
volume of digs can take its toll physically, 
Cunningham said the results justify a few 
scuffs here and there. 

“Though we do end up with a few 
bruises sometimes, it’s all worth it,” 
Cunningham said. 

During college, Cunningham has 
continued to volunteer in many ways. 

“ I volunteer for the summer ESL program 
at West University Baptist [Church],” 
Cunningham said. “My teammates and I also 
love to help out at the Houston Food Bank.” 

While balancing volunteer work with her 
time on the volleyball court, Cunningham 
has also found a way to pursue a triple 
major in policy studies, political science 
and Spanish with a minor in sociology. 
According to Cunningham, leisure time is 
precious as a student-athlete. 

“If I have free time outside of the 
classroom and the volleyball court, I am most 
likely watching football,” Cunningham said. 

Cunningham may not have any time to 
decompress, as she said she isn’t satisfied 
with the team’s current winning streak given 
the high goals she has for the team. 

“Our goals for the season include winning 
Conference USA, going to the Sweet 16 of the 
NCAA Tournament, all while maintaining a 
high team GPA,” Cunningham said.

Having just clinched the regular-season 
C-USA championship for the first time in 
program history, Cunningham and the rest of 
the Rice volleyball team will look to extend 
their winning streak to 16 games on Thursday 
against Florida International University. 

MICHAEL
BYRNES
SPORTS EDITOR
HANSZEN JUNIOR  

EDITOR’S COLUMN: FOOTBALL

Rice football hits 
rock bottom

Triple threat: Cunningham a major force

Soccer wraps up tough season with loss
HAYDEN MAST
THRESHER STAFF  

The Rice soccer team participated in the 
Conference USA Tournament in Norfolk, 
Virginia last week, losing their first and only 
game in the single-elimination tournament 
to top-seeded University of North Texas by 
a score of 2-0. The loss marks the end of the 
season for the Owls, who finished the season 
with a disappointing 7-9-1 record and an No. 
8-place finish in C-USA just one year after 
winning the conference.

 The Owls started the North Texas 
game on a strong note, holding their 
opposition to a scoreless first half and 
outshooting the Mean Green 10 to 7; 
however, they were not able to convert 
any of their chances, and the match went 
into halftime tied 0-0. Things took a turn 
for the worse in the 63rd minute for Rice 
when North Texas defender  Madeline 
Guderian scored on a free kick to give the 
Mean Green a 1-0 lead that they would not 
relinquish. Just 9 minutes later, Guderian 
proved problematic for Rice’s defense 
once again, assisting on a goal by fellow 
UNT defender Carissa Sanders that gave 
the Mean Green a 2-0 advantage.

After the match, junior midfielder 
and C-USA Midfielder of the Year Lianne 

Mananquil said Rice’s second-half struggles 
were not unique to this match.

“We struggled in the second half a lot this 
year, and I’m not really sure why, but I think 
something we definitely need to focus on 
going into next year is staying locked in for 
all 90 minutes,” Mananquil said.

Overall, Rice was outshot 18 to 15, and 
UNT also led in shots on goal, 7 to 4. Senior 
forward Annie Walker was a bright spot for 
Rice in her final collegiate match, leading 
both teams with 7 shots, two of which 
were on target, although she was unable 
to convert any of those opportunities into 
goals. After the match, head coach Nicky 
Adams said she was proud of Walker and her 
fellow seniors and the impact they’ve had on 

the program over the years.
“First of all, they are all just incredible 

young ladies. They have been great 
ambassadors for not only Rice soccer but 
Rice University. They gave their heart and 
soul to our program and were selfless 
teammates. We are going to miss them.”

As a whole, it was comparatively a down 
season for Rice soccer, as the Owls defended 
their 2017 regular-season Conference USA 
title by finishing below .500 overall for the 
first time since 2008 with a 7-9-1 record. 
On the year, they were 5-4-1 in conference 
play. One of the season’s highlights was the 
play of Mananquil, who led the Owls with 
a combined 12 goals and assists and was 
named C-USA Midfielder of the Year. 

The Owls will look to improve on this 
season’s performance and get back to last 
year’s conference-winning level of play next 
season. Adams said she is optimistic that 
with a good offseason, the team can get back 
to that level. 

“We are going to really work hard in 
the weight room to increase our fitness 
and overall strength to hopefully minimize 
injuries,” Adams said. “That will be a 
good start and something that must be 
maintained through the summer as well. We 
will be competing with each other in practice 
on a daily basis. Winning is a priority.”

Junior libero Lee Ann Cunningham gets in position for a bump during Rice’s four-set victory over 
the University of South Carolina on Aug. 31. Cunningham ranks No. 4 in Conference USA with 
4.80 digs per set on the year. She has also won the C-USA Defensive Player of the Week award 
four times this season, including three times over the last four weeks.

cloris cai / thresher
There can be no more 
doubt: Rice is now the 
worst FBS team in the 
country. Welcome to the 
inner circles of college 
football hell.

[During the offseason] 
we will be competing 
with each other in 
practice on a daily basis. 
Winning is a priority.

Nicky Adams
SOCCER HEAD COACH
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to jobs@testmasters.com.

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Oland Carter
Business Manager

thresher-ads@rice.edu 
P.O. Box 1892

Houston, TX 77005-1892
(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire written by Simona Matovic and designed by her hot warm beer-temperature date, Simona Matovic.  For comments or questions, please email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu

Esperanza is this Saturday. 
But with Rice’s abundance 

of midterms and lack of 
social skills, how is the 

average student supposed 
to get a date? The original 
theme may have crashed 

and burned, but the party’s 
still on and you deserve 
someone hot to step out 

with. Start swiping right so 
you don’t get left behind 

this weekend.

If you’re looking for someone 
submissive, even UTEP beat me. Take 
that as evidence of how much I like 
to go all the way (down to last place). 
And as you can probably guess, I like 
to be on bottom.

Rice Football Player

Loser

Beck

Baby, you know I’m in it for a year-
long commitment. And by baby, 
I really do mean child. Of course 
you can call me daddy — I’ve been 
borderline infantilizing you and your 
“siblings” since the beginning.

Your O-Week Advisor

Daddy Lessons

Beyoncé

We don’t need the Senate to send it. 
I’m trying to go so hard that I forget 
everything since Tuesday morning. 
I wanted more to turn blue, but I’ll 
make sure your balls don’t.

Rice Young Democrat

Livin’ on a Prayer

Bon Jovi

I’m not the most popular person on 
this campus, but out there far beyond 
the hedges? I’m dominating right now. 
Looking at Rice demographics, we 
may not see eye to eye, but we can 
still get crotch to crotch. If you want 
someone who really knows how to 
regulate a woman’s body, go with a 
winner like me.

Rice College Republican 

Old Money

Playboi Carti

I used to live on your floor! I mast 
— excuse me — magisterbated all 
over this place. Some alumni age 
like a fine wine, but they don’t try to 
hang around at undergrad parties. I 
may age like an opened, warm Frio 
Light left out on a desk, but at least 
I’m experienced. My peak in life 
was my chug team, so I know how 
to suck it dry. 

Alum Who Never Left 
After Homecoming

Young Forever

JAY-Z


