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R2’s fall Open Mic Night: 
A nest of creativity

RUPD records fake wristbands

KATIE WALL
FOR THE THRESHER

Rainbow fairy lights hung from the 
ceiling, enshrouding the room in a soft 
glow.  Artists of all crafts lounged on the 
blue couches of Lyle’s while munching 
on Thai Spice, pita chips and cookies. 
R2, Rice’s literary magazine, created this 
atmosphere for its fall Open Mic Night 
last Thursday at 7 p.m. in Lyle’s within the 
basement of Lovett College. 

In a span of roughly two hours, students 
read poems about a variety of subjects 
including being small, the hectic chaos of a 
Rice student’s schedule and peeing from the 
London Eye. But poetry was not the only art 
form showcased that night – Rice’s mariachi 
band, Luna Llena, stopped by to perform. 
Brown College sophomore Al Green sang a 

German opera piece. Performances ranged 
from intense beatboxing to an original 
story being recited about an Olive Garden 
conspiracy to kidnap Italian grandmothers. 
Student art decorated the walls. The entire 
room was a nest of creativity.

Audience members were encouraged 
by the R2 staff to sign up to perform 
all throughout the night. In the gaps 
between performances, people walked 
up to the table next to the stage to add 
their name to the growing list of acts. 

This is the second year that R2 
hosted Open Mic Night in Lyle’s instead 
of Willy’s Pub. R2 editors-in-chief Lily 
Wulfemeyer, a Brown College junior, and 
Kristen Hickey, a Jones College junior, 
said the venue was chosen to create more 
focus on the art. 

ANNA TA
NEWS EDITOR

Rice University Police Department 
recorded names of students who falsified 
wristbands to attempt to gain entry into 
Architectronica, a public party hosted by 
the school of Architecture, according to 
party organizer Natalia Koziel.

According to Koziel, a Duncan College 
sophomore, RUPD told her the names were 
given to Student Judicial Programs but 
she is unsure what actions, if any, will be 
taken. RUPD could not be reached at time 
of publication.

University Court has received no 
official referrals regarding wristbands so 
far, according to Sarah Rosenthal, UCourt 
vice chair. Until official referrals are made, 
UCourt has no responsibilities regarding 
the incident.

“Generally, it is against Rice policy 
to fabricate a wristband for entry into a 
public,” Rosenthal, a Lovett College junior, 

said. “The issue with this behavior is that 
it complicates the process of effectively 
planning publics and places a burden on 
those in charge of running them.”

One student, who was granted 
anonymity, said they made and distributed 
fake tickets and that they were not sure 
what school policy they were violating.

“Since it’s a student-run party that 
students decided to charge for, I didn’t 
think it would be a big deal, but RUPD 
clearly wasn’t very happy,” they said. 
“Taking ID photos seems a bit overkill 
for something like a Rice public party.”

Koziel said she, as well as two RUPD 
officers and freshmen volunteers, were 
checking wristbands at the door. If they 
were uncertain of the wristband’s validity, 
they checked Venmo receipts. Koziel said 
some students claimed they paid with 
cash, but the party organizers had not 
taken cash for payment. The students 
with fake wristbands were referred to 

SAMMI JOHNSON
THRESHER STAFF

Night of Decadence, Wiess College’s public party, is 
introducing a high-reward costume contest and Evening of 
Elegance is increasing its budget, after attendance to EOE 
surpassed NOD for the first time ever last year. Both events 
are planned for the night of Saturday, Oct. 27. 

Timothy Crouch, Chi Alpha’s EOE student coordinator, 
said the EOE budget will end up somewhere between 
$25,000 and $30,000 this year. The budget grew from the 
$20,000 used last year in anticipation of more than 1,000 
attendees, according to Crouch. 

“Last year, we nearly ran out of food because our 
attendance was much greater than anticipated,” Crouch, 
a Wiess senior, said. “So this year, we are buying twice 
as much food and have hired a food truck to come to 
campus during the party.”

Crouch said almost 90 percent of the EOE budget comes 
from Rice alumni donations and from Student Activities/
President’s Programming funding. The other 10 percent 
of the funding comes from local churches, according to 
Crouch, though there is some overlap between alumni 
donations and church donations. According to Crouch, 

EOE received the maximum amount an event can receive 
from the fund: $1,500. 

Wiess allotted a budget of $13,000 for NOD this year, 
not including ticket sales which go back into the budget, 
according to Akash Tarkunde, Wiess’ social vice president. 
Tarkunde said the total budget has not decreased from 
previous years. 

Tarkunde said NOD is historically known to be 
“hardcore,” especially after 11 students were transported to 
the hospital due to excessive alcohol consumption in 2012. 
However, last year no students were hospitalized because 
of over-drinking. Due to the reduction in Emergency 
Medical Services transports, Wiess is saving $1,000 on 
security this year, utilizing only roughly $6,000 for security 
and on-call ambulances this year in comparison to $7,000 
last year. 

“It’s slow changes,” Tarkunde, a Wiess sophomore, 
said. “Obviously, we understand that RUPD, from their 
perspective, can’t just toss away all security because one 
year was good. But at the same time, for the past two years, 
we’ve had minimal hospitalizations, so we have asked 
RUPD to lower it a little bit and gradually work from there.”

Last year, a comment made to the Thresher by Chi 
Alpha staff member Mathison Ingham, who said EOE 

offered students an alternative to NOD that gave them 
“dignity,” resulted in a letter to the editor by Josh Kaye 
titled, “The Only Lack of Dignity at Nod was Chi Alpha’s” 
and social media posts.  The Thresher reached out to 
Ingham for comment this year, but he did not respond. 

McMurtry College senior Katie Webber made a 
Facebook post stating she will not be attending Evening 
of Elegance until there is a “large-scale” apology for 
Ingham’s comment.

“I think that having alternatives to NOD is good but 
claiming that those who attend NOD lack dignity is rude 
and plays into rape culture in that it reinforces the idea 
that how you dress or if you engage in party culture you are 
deserving of less respect,” Webber said. “I appreciate that 
individual members of Chi Alpha have said they disagree 
with his statements but a public announcement from a 
leader has to be apologized for publicly by a group 
leader not just  in private by individuals.” 

Crouch said Ingham’s comment referred to Chi 
Alpha’s motivation to organize an event where all 
students felt safe, as he said some students attending 
NOD have experienced alcohol poisoning as well as 
unwanted sexual experiences. 

SEE OPEN MIC PAGE 9 SEE WRISTBANDS PAGE 3

NOD, EOE organizers ramp up party planning efforts
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The Rice University Young Democrats and 
Rice University College Republicans debated 
felon disenfranchisement at the annual fall 
debate hosted by the Baker Institute Student 
Forum this Monday. 

The resolution they debated stated 
that the United States federal government 
should guarantee the rights of all released 
felons to vote, and was affirmed by the 
Democrats and rejected by the Republicans. 
Each organization was represented by 
three speakers.

According to Maddy Scannell, a Martel 
College sophomore who debated for the 
Democrats, the debate allowed the Democrats 
to spread awareness about a lesser known 
topic and express their objections.

“Stripping voting rights from felons 
is undemocratic, amoral and just bad 
policy,” Scannell said before the debate. 
“Felon disenfranchisement is pervasive 
across the U.S., but not many people 
seem to know about it.” 

Throughout the debate, the Democrats 
argued that granting voting rights to released 
felons would reduce crime. Blake Coleman, 
a Brown College sophomore who delivered 
the opening statement for the Democrats, 
asserted that removing the negative label 
associated with released felons would 
reduce recidivism, or the tendency of felons 
to reoffend. 

“By preventing released felons from 
voting, the stigma of incarceration persists,” 
Coleman said.

The Republicans argued that granting 
all released felons the right to vote was too 
broad of a policy proposal to be undertaken 
at the federal level. Thomas Keller, a Duncan 
College sophomore who was part of the 
Republican team, argued that individual 
states should have the ability to determine 
their voting laws.

“This is a complicated issue that should 
be handled state by state, person by person. 
No one felon is the same as another,” Keller 
said. “This is an issue with nuance. By trying 
to fit all felons under one heavy-handed, 
wide-reaching, federal government policy, 
we treat none of them fairly.” 

The Democrats said felony 
disenfranchisement disproportionately 
affects minority groups.

“One in every 13 voting age 
African-Americans cannot vote, a 
disenfranchisement rate more than four 
times greater than all other Americans,” 
Coleman said. “This is not an accident.”

Juliette Turner, chairwoman of the 
Rice College Republicans, pushed 

back against the argument that 
felony disenfranchisement is targeted 
discrimination by the Republican Party.

“Anyone who stands by this fact cannot 
be looking to the actions of the Republican 
Party. Such statements are evidence of the 
partisan divide that is plaguing our nation,” 
Turner said. “Let us put politics aside, and 
instead of saying that we are Democrats 
or that we are Republicans, let us address 
this issue as Americans together,” Turner, a 
Duncan College junior, said. 

Turner said the Baker Institute Student 
Forum debate is an effective platform 
for fostering constructive discourse and 
dialogue between contrasting viewpoints.

“Attending these debates is a great place 
to hear the opposing side and realizing that 

it may not actually conflict with your views 
as much as you originally thought,” Turner 
said. “This is why we, as a club, always 
love participating. We are all about finding 
common ground while simultaneously 
addressing our differences of opinions.”

Scannell said she hopes the event 
will motivate students to become more 
politically involved.

“With this topic in particular, I 
hope people reflect on the actions that 
conservative state legislatures are taking 
to disenfranchise citizens. Whether 
that’s stripping rights from felons or 
imposing ID requirements that make it 
difficult for many students to vote, this is 
a wide-reaching issue that deserves more 
attention,” Scannell said.
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Rice Republicans and Democrats debate felon voting rights

By trying to fit all felons 
under one heavy-handed 
wide-reaching, federal 
government policy, we 
treat none of them fairly.
Thomas Keller
RICE COLLEGE REPUBLICANS

NEWS IN BRIEF
Morgan Gillis named Student Association director of elections

Emily Abdow
Editor-in-Chief

Morgan Gillis will serve as this year’s 
Student Association director of elections, 
according to SA President Ariana Engles.

Gillis, a Baker College senior,  ran in last 
year’s election on a platform that included 
providing free Chegg for all Rice students, 
building an electric fence around campus 
and replacing Rice’s Owl mascot with 
a minion from the Despicable Me film 
series. He said his experience in last year’s 
election made him want to improve the 
Qualtrics voting system and streamline the 
system of reimbursing candidates.

“For the past two years, we’ve had two 
rounds of elections,” Gillis said. “I want 
to make sure we don’t have that again. It 
would restore people’s faith in the election 
process and thus the SA.”

Last year, the election period was rerun 

due to an error in the voting settings, which 
allowed students to enter another student’s 
NetID, preventing the other student from 
voting. The year before, the election period 
was extended after part-time students were 
unable to vote. In 2014, the election was 
redone when an error allowed alumni to 
vote in the elections. 

Last year’s Director of Elections 
McKinzie Chambers said she had to count 
votes manually through a spreadsheet as 
Qualtrics does not automatically count 
preferential voting. Chambers said she is 
working on a code that will automatically 
count votes and has prepared transition 
documents for Gillis.

“The second ballot that went out was an 
excellent ballot and we still got it so we can 
just do it again,” Chambers said.

Duncan College sophomore Thomas Keller speaks for the Republican side during the annual fall 
debate between the Rice College Republicans and Rice Young Democrats hosted by the Baker 
Institute Student Forum on Monday. The main focus of the debate was felon voting rights. 
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Political advertising paid for by Roger Bridgwater in compliance with the voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act, Forest Hensen Campaign Treasurer. 

“Bridging justice with community through fairness, integrity, and accountability.”

Yia Yia and Pops with Grandkids Ages 2 and Up

VOTE JUDGE

While serving as 178th 
District Court Judge, Roger 
leveraged his over 30 years 
of experience to bring sound, 
practical leadership back 
to the courtroom. As Judge 
he demands protection and 
safety for our community as 
well as fairness, integrity and 
accountability in our courts.
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Wednesday, October 31
Building Trick or Treat: 2pm to 4pm

Free Snacks and Activities
Costumes Encouraged

HOSTED BY:
Center for Civic Leadership, Office of Academic Advising, Office of Multicultural 

Affairs, Study Abroad, Student Media, Student Success Initiatives, and

the RUPD officer on hand, who took their 
name and wristband, although Koziel said 
some students walked away before RUPD 
could be alerted.

Koziel said each fake wristband was 
slightly different, and in the week lead-
ing up to the event, she heard from mul-
tiple sources that fake wristbands were 
being distributed.

This is the first year Architectronica has 
required tickets after last year’s party was 
shut down due to crowd control issues. 
Koziel said she doesn’t believe the incidents 
will affect the number of forged tickets for 
the only other ticketed public party, Wiess 
College’s Night of Decadence, which will oc-
cur this weekend.

“The main reason we ticketed was for 
crowd control, and I think it definitely 
worked,” Koziel said. “The policies we had 
in terms of ticketing were brand new. I think 
this year, [the falsification of wristbands] 
wasn’t preventable, but I think next year, 
there could be more effective ways to ticket 
the event and make sure there are enough 
tickets for people to buy.”

The anonymous student said they used 
a detailed process to design and sell fake 
wristbands to the event. 

“I pulled an image of a real wristband 
into PowerPoint, matched the fonts that I 
could identify, hand traced the rest,” they 
said. “I also hand traced the small zig-zag 
pattern on the sticky section. I printed a 
page of these on normal printer paper and 
cut them into individual bands, which I then 

soaked in water and let dry to replicate the 
texture. After they dried I reinforced the in-
side of the wristband with tape to keep it 
from ripping when checked, and sliced up 
the zig-zag section to replicate the texture 
they were checking for.”

According to the student, they sold the 
fake wristbands for $5 to $10, increasing the 
price as the event got closer.

“I didn’t really even care about getting 
into Architectronica; it was more of a fun 
challenge of getting past security,” they said.

Koziel said some of the students with 
false tickets lightly tore the wristbands and 
replicated the number stamp so it would be 
difficult to ascertain its validity, but that gen-
erally, it was easy to tell the fakes from the 
real ones.

“If you’re going to go through all the work 
of faking a ticket that well, just pay the seven 
dollars,” Koziel said. “We worked so hard 
for it, it’s a little disrespectful. But I get it.”

illustration by esther tang
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Housing and Dining considers plan to expand palm leafware

Emily Abdow
Editor-in-Chief

Students discussed a study by 
Housing and Dining that examines 
replacing all current tableware in the 
servery, including porcelain, china and 
plastic, with palm leafware, at Monday’s 
Student Association Senate meeting.

David McDonald, H&D senior 
business director, said in an email that 
the proposal will be studied further 
in the Spring semester. At this time, 
he said he does not plan to replace 
the china, and his current focus is to 
replace disposable paper products with 
palm leafware — a phased approach 
that has begun with the use of palm 
leafware on Saturdays. 

“In the future, if there were to be 
a campuswide composting solution, 
we would want to study the impact 
of replacing china, silverware and 
tumblers with the environmentally 
friendly solution,” McDonald said. 

Judy Liu, Student Life Committee 
chair, who presented on the proposal at 
Senate, said the plan she discussed in 
a meeting with McDonald three weeks 
ago involves recycling palm leafware 
into a compost chipper. The chipper 

would convert the palm leafware into 
mulch and fertilizer that would be used 
by the university.

“[McDonald] said this will all be 
implemented under the caveat that 
we run a sufficient study that will 
shed light on how large of a compost 
chipper will be needed for this plan 
to be feasible,” Liu, a Lovett College 
sophomore said.

McDonald said in an email he does 
not yet have the data to know the 
financial impact of the proposal.

According to Liu, McDonald said 
the proposal would reduce the cost of 
mulch and fertilizer and the cost of 
water to clean porcelain. In addition, 
Liu said each year Rice spends $8,000 
to replace plastic tumblers in the 
serveries.  

A second plan Liu said McDonald 
has proposed is converting Seibel into 
an all-day running servery after the 
construction of the new Sid Richardson 
College, which would be attached to 
Seibel Servery. She said that according 
to McDonald, this change would not 
alter the cost of a meal plan.

The Rice Women’s Resource Center is hosting a week of 
events centering around sex and consent. On Monday, 
students wrote letters to Christine Blasey Ford, who 
accused Justice Brett Kavanaugh of sexual misconduct.



4  • WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2018 NEWS
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Ella Grant, a conservative transgender 
woman with a YouTube audience, shared 
her political views and opinions on the 
transgender community in a conversa-
tion hosted by the Rice University College 
Republicans on Oct. 17 as a part of their 
Shred Nonsense Speaker Series.

Grant, an 18-year-old from Canada, 
joined YouTube in July 2017. Most of her vid-
eos are opinion pieces focusing on the trans 
community and liberal politics from her per-
spective as a conservative. Grant said this 
was her public speaking engagement.

Grant said that while the trans commu-
nity gave her the support she needed at the 
beginning of her transition, the commu-
nity is “cult-y” and its members were not 
welcoming of her views.

“When it comes to political views, the 
way I see it, trans is what you are, it’s not 
who you are,” Grant said. “If the entirety 
of your identity is your gender, you’re bor-
ing. That’s the tea ... It should be accepted, 
not promoted, and that’s absolutely where 
we’ve gotten at this point, is promotion. 
And I can’t really get behind that, but it 
took a really long time to get there, and 
unfortunately the vast majority of the trans 
community vehemently disagrees with me 
on that one.” 

Grant said one of the most significant 
changes in opinion that she has gone 
through was her view on the validity of 
nonbinary identities.

“I’m 18,” Grant said. “I went through 
that political metamorphosis against non-
binary [identities] at 16. And if your opin-
ions don’t change from the time when you 
were 16, that’s weird, because your opin-
ions grow and change as you do.”

Grant said that while her opinion has 
changed from early videos where she at-

tacked the validity of nonbinary identities, 
she does not regret making those videos. 

“[My perspective on nonbinary peo-
ple changed] in about April,” Grant said. 
“And that video’s from 
last October. And look-
ing back on that vid-
eo, do I regret it? No. 
Were the jokes funny? 
Yeah. Was the editing 
good? Absolutely. Was 
the aesthetic on point? 
Definitely. That intro 
was like, iconic, like, 
skinny legend. Do I 
have any regrets about 
how I made the vid-
eo? No, however, going back would I do 
things differently? Yes.”

Baker College senior Rebekah Bryant 
said while she personally doesn’t agree 
with Grant’s views on a lot of the topics 
she brought up, it was refreshing to see 
how productive the conversation on gen-

der was.
“She’s only 18 and her views are con-

stantly shifting, and she’s actually open 
to new evidence that contradicts hers, 

unlike many conser-
vatives in the U.S.,” 
Bryant said. “I think 
the Rice Republicans 
were trying to use her 
coming here to absolve 
themselves of some 
of the criticism from 
people in the LGBTQ+ 
community by having 
this one trans mouth-
piece spout similar op-
pressive ideas. Largely, 

though, I think that goal was thwarted, as 
Ella herself admitted that she was more 
center or left-leaning by U.S. standards. 
For instance, unlike the Rice Republi-
cans president, who supports the current 
president, Ella criticized her younger self 
for supporting Trump and his politics.”

McMurtry College sophomore Arija 
Forsyth said Grant could have gone more 
in-depth in her analysis of gender.

“As a sociology and history major, I 
think there were aspects of history that 
she was just wrong about, talking about 
gender dysphoria as something that has 
always existed, just doesn’t make sense,” 
Forsyth said. “I appreciated some of the 
interpretation, I think there should be 
more dialogue, but when it comes to facts, 
when it comes to statistics, those aren’t 
things we should argue about. Those are 
things we should agree on, and then we 
should talk about interpretations.” 

Grant also invited people outside of 
the Rice community to attend the event. 
Paige Jacobson, a senior at the University 
of St. Thomas, said she was introduced to 
Grant after watching Blaire White, anoth-
er conservative transgender YouTuber.

“She posted a video saying if anyone 
wanted to go to Houston, and it’s like a 
five-minute bus ride,” Jacobson said. 
“I was introduced to her because of the 
YouTube algorithm, because of the world 
of political commentary, but at the same 
time, [she] just has a unique aspect be-
cause she’s transgender.” 

Duncan College junior and Rice Uni-
versity College Republicans Chairwoman 
Juliette Turner said the aim of the speaker 
series is to provide viewpoints that open 
the audience to a new way of thinking. 

“I just love hearing the perspectives of 
people you don’t usually hear from in so-
ciety,” Turner said. “You can’t speak on 
behalf of a person until you know their 
experiences and you can’t judge a person 
until you know their experiences, and so 
that’s what we’re trying to fix this semes-
ter with our speaker series.”

The full conversation with Ella Grant 
is available to watch on the Rice Univer-
sity College Republicans Facebook page.

“Because NOD was the biggest and most 
famous party of the year, many students 
perceived unwanted social pressure for them 
to attend,” Crouch said. “Many of our own 
students involved in Chi Alpha and their 
friends have had unwanted sexual experiences 
at NOD. When we said we wanted to create a 
party that ‘gave dignity to people and let them 
have fun in an uplifting atmosphere,’ this 
was the context and motivation for EOE. After 
hearing so many students’ stories, we wanted 
to create an atmosphere that truly affirmed 
every student’s dignity, where no one would 
feel at risk.”

Crouch said Chi Alpha apologizes for any 
students who were offended.

“We did not intend to imply that anyone 
who goes to NOD lacks inherent dignity 
or self-worth, and we apologize to anyone 
who interpreted it that way and thus felt 
personally disrespected,” Crouch said. “We 
were referring to the historical atmosphere 
of NOD, not the people who attend it. Since 
then, we have recognized the positive changes 
that the Wiess socials have implemented 
toward creating a safer and more welcoming 
atmosphere at NOD.”

Tarkunde said this year the Wiess Social 
Committee is trying to make NOD more of 
a Halloween party to make it a more viable 
option for all students. While students can 
still attend the party in their underwear, the 
incorporation of the Halloween theme is 
aimed to encourage students who don’t feel 
comfortable dressing down to attend NOD. 

“One of the big things when we started 
being socials was that we want to throw 
a different NOD than the one that people 
don’t like, because we also don’t like that 
NOD,” Wiess Social Vice President and 
sophomore Muthu Chidambaram said. “It 
has changed a good amount.”

Tarkunde said NOD will include high-
value prizes for the costume contest, 
including tickets for Travis Scott or the 
Rockets. Tarkunde said last year was the first 
time the costume contest was introduced, but 
was not heavily advertised or incentivized.

“One of the things we want to continue 
from last year is having inclusive 
decorations, not just white, heterosexual 
paintings on the windows,” Chidambaram 
said. “The biggest thing we are pushing this 
year is the costume contest. We want people 
to understand that NOD is a sex party, but 
it is also a Halloween party, so you can 
come in your costume and compete in the 
costume contest.” 

The theme for this year’s party is 
AsstroNOD: A Journey to Uranus, in tribute to 
Travis Scott’s album AstroWorld. NOD tickets 
are $10 presale, and $15 at the door.

Evening of Elegance: A Moonlit 
Masquerade will be held in the Jamail Plaza 
and is free to attend. Crouch said he does 
not believe EOE competes with NOD for 
attendance but instead offers an alternative.

“When Evening of Elegance debuted in 
2014, it was much smaller and originally 
held in the RMC’s Ray Courtyard,” Crouch 
said. “Every Evening of Elegance has been 

bigger and more exciting than the previous 
year’s edition — the jugglers and horse-
drawn chariots were new additions last 
year — and the theme is always slightly 

different, but the core of the event remains 
the same: a swing-dancing party at which 
everyone is dressed to the nines, having a 
great time.”

$14,500

$20,000

$13,000

$30,000
CHANGING BUDGETS OF NOD AND EVENING OF ELEGANCE

NOD SECURITY BUDGET

OVERALL BUDGET

$7,000
$6,000

2017 2018
NODNOD EOE NOD EOE

Ella Grant, transgender conservative, speaks at Rice

infographic by sydney garrett

NOD/EOE FROM PAGE 1

If the entirety of 
your identity is 
your gender, you’re 
boring. That’s the 
tea.
Ella Grant
SPEAKER

Ella Grant, a transgender Canadian woman, speaks at an event hosted by Rice College 
Republicans on Wednesday, Oct. 17. Grant, who produces YouTube videos, said that although 
she identifies as a conservative in Canada, she would lean liberal by United States standards. 
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Last year, Chi Alpha staff member 
Mathison Ingham commented to the 
Thresher that Evening of Elegance was 
meant to provide an environment with 
“dignity” compared to Night of Decadence. 
That set off a whirlwind of criticism 
culminating in a fiery op-ed from then-
Wiess College senior Josh Kaye. Chi Alpha 
did not publicly respond to the criticism.

This year, EOE organizer Timothy 
Crouch provided the Thresher with a 
statement that reads like an apology. 
Ingham, Crouch argued, was referring to 
NOD’s atmosphere as lacking dignity, not 
its attendees. That’s not a substantially 
different statement. NOD’s atmosphere 
includes some penis-shaped decorations, 
sure, but attendees (typically in their 
underwear) are an essential, inseparable 
part of it. If Crouch’s statement was 
meant as an apology, it’s inadequate. 
And it’s one that still seems to imply that 
those choosing to attend NOD, the “less 

dignified” atmosphere, have less dignity 
than their peers attending EOE.

Yes, at one point NOD did have 11 
EMS calls, but that was six years ago. 
The problem was mitigated by a change 
in the alcohol policy. Unwanted sexual 
experiences are a risk, but they’re a risk 
at every public party. If anything, the 
so-called “NOD talks” that occur across 
campus help to raise awareness and foster 
a heightened culture of care. NOD is a 
public party, like every other public party. 
The dress code is different, but that’s it. 

Crouch said EOE is meant to be 
an alternative to NOD, rather than a 
competitor. But an alternative to NOD was 
never really needed. Alternatives to NOD 
existed long before EOE. NODgeball, a 
dodgeball tournament held the night of 
NOD, died out within the last five years. 
And Night of Innocence, an event during 
which students watch Disney movies, is 
still held the night of NOD. No other public 

party has such an array of alternatives. 
We argue that EOE is not an alternative, 

as an alternative would be an event for 
those who don’t want to attend NOD. It’s 
a competing party, which forces students 
to choose. Why not hold EOE on a different 
night? With a $30,000 budget, it’s a shame 
that students who want to attend both 
parties have to attend both for less time 
or forgo one of the parties altogether. 
Chi Alpha received $1,500 of Students 
Activities/President’s Programming 
funding to increase the amount of food 
offered at the event — that’s the maximum 
amount of SAPP funding available for 
a single event. The SAPP website states 
the purpose of the fund is to “foster Rice 
community” and that preference is given 
to events that are open to the campus 
community. While nominally open to the 
entire Rice community, the fact that EOE is 
framed as a more “dignified” alternative to 
NOD makes it inherently divisive.

I have spent a great deal of my time at 
Rice contemplating what it means to be a 
man. Over two weeks ago, when Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh was confirmed to the Supreme 
Court, I learned a little more about the answer 
to that question. In light of the Kavanaugh 
hearings, it seems to me that to be a man is to 
be given license to lie under oath, to respond 
to legitimate questions with churlish non-
answers, to break norms of decency, civility, 
and indifference to partisanship central to the 
survival of our democracy and to override the 
credible testimony of women with nothing to 
gain. In sum, it is to live by a lower standard 
— to be expected to do no more than the bare 
minimum — and then have that standard 
lowered again if it ever becomes inconvenient.

The elevation of Kavanaugh to our 
Supreme Court was confirmation of many 
things I believe about this world, but I refuse 
to see it as confirmation of what it means to 
be a man. I believe that we as men can hold 
ourselves and each other accountable, and 
reject the ever-falling standards with which 

we’ve become familiar. For the sake of social 
progress, the survival of our democracy and 
the women in our lives, I ask that we prove 
this belief right. 

We as men must take concrete steps to 
live by a more righteous code. Rather than 
scrutinize the line of consent, let’s ask our 
partners how we can have the best possible 
time together. If you or your partner is too 
drunk for a particular activity, pass this time, 
and put the bottle down earlier next time. Let’s 
not just vote, but volunteer and advocate and 
encourage our friends to consider pro-women 

candidates with compassionate, inclusive 
policies. And rather than just refraining 
from sexist comments and insensitive jokes, 
let’s call on others to do the same. It may 
feel awkward to let a friend or loved one 
know that what they said was wrong, but it 
is a negligible price to pay to keep potential 
perpetrators of sexism and sexual violence 
from feeling emboldened. Let’s listen — and 
truly listen — to the women in our lives so 
that our allyship is informed by the lived 
experiences of the people we hope to help. 
Let’s seek any and all opportunities to be 
models of positive masculinity for the young 
men in our community. We can volunteer 
with mentorship organizations, coach sports 
teams, or just be present for our younger 
siblings to show them that to be a man is to be 
sensitive, caring and humble. Want to really 
go the extra mile? Be a teacher. 

The first step to meaningfully 
accomplishing any of this is cultivating the 
humility to step outside of ourselves and 
the empathy to seek others’ benefit as we 

would our own. Masculinity relies on the 
constant need for individuals to reassert their 
manhood, and this, perhaps unexpectedly, 
presents a perfect opportunity for men to be 
amplifiers of empathy and humility. When 
we make these qualities foundational to our 
conception of manhood, our sense of self 
depends not on how we embody historically 
masculine qualities of dominance and 
entitlement, but on our commitment to 
the benefit of those around us. Much of my 
idealism may stem from the very privilege of 
my manhood, but I am nonetheless certain 
that we as men can, and must, act as forces 
for good.

A letter to my fellow men: Let’s do more, and let’s do better
OP-ED

MAHDI FARISS
MCMURTRY COLLEGE 
SENIOR
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Let’s seek any and 
all opportunities to 
be models of positive 
masculinity for the 
young men in our 
community.

cartoon by jennifer fu

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Weird flex, Dems
Carly Frieders argues that some 
progressives are more interested in 
looking progressive than helping.
See more at ricethresher.org

Go get STI tested
It’s cheap, available and necessary 
for Rice students, say students     
Lia Pikus and Libby Atkins.
See more at ricethresher.org
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lovett freshman

elliot b.

lovett freshman

colton a. 

categories: ATMOSPHERE FOOD & DRINK MUSIC & DANCING INTANGIBLES OVERALL

PARTY PATROL:
ARCHITECTRONICA*

duncan senior
han z.

Like the penguin exhibit 
in the Houston Zoo, the 

extreme heat and frighten-
ing surroundings gave the 

party an immersive sense of 
dislocation.

A

Deafening [music] and daz-
zling lights, sweaty people 

jumping around

B

A hospital room? A space-
ship? It felt strangely sterile 

and futuristic.

A+

 I have it on reputable 
account that the donuts and 

pizza were “A+”

A+

I only got a cup of water, but I 
saw there were donuts.

A-

The water fountain was 
crowded, but what can you 

expect?

C+

If you have a good time, it’s 
unlikely to leave without 

sustaining hearing damage 
or minor bruising.

B+

The music was way too loud. Ears 
damaged. Too crowded to dance. 

C

They didn’t play Mo Bamba, 
but the moshability was 

excellent.

A

Archi aesthetic is as surreal 
and wild as all outsiders to 
Anderson Hall would have 

hoped.

A+

Love the projections.
A

The lights on the wall and the 
projectors were wild.

A+

I still can’t hear correctly.
A

Ears still can’t hear.
B

A weird and dreamlike 
experience in the best way 

possible.

A-

ELLA FELDMAN
ASST. FEATURES EDITOR

Middle schoolers have handwritten notes, 
scrawled in the back of classrooms onto lined 
paper ripped from notebooks, slipped into 
lockers and eager hands. Rice students have 
Missed Encounters. 

Rice Missed Encounters is a popular 
Facebook page that publishes anonymous, 
complimentary remarks about Rice students 
that are submitted to the page’s Google 
Form by students. A typical post begins 
with basic descriptions of the subject: their 
sex, hair color, race, year and residential 
college. Then the anonymous author delves 
into a compliment — usually a description 
of a particular sighting or interaction with a 
stranger. Sometimes authors confess crushes, 
other times they simply thank a stranger for 
making them laugh. 

Habeen Chang, a Will Rice College junior, 
has received seven missed encounters over 
the course of his Rice tenure. Chang said he 
thinks most of them have been submitted by 
his friends, but likes to think some of them 
were truly written by secret admirers. 

“[Receiving a missed encounter] is usually 
a good indicator of my mood the rest of the 
day,” he said.

Ilana Nyveen, a Wiess College junior, said 
she’s felt similar boosts to her mood when 
she’s the subject of a post. 

“I think most of the messages on the 
page are sweet and well intentioned, and 
the format means that you can choose 
not to engage with it, which I appreciate,” 
Nyveen said.

On one occasion when she was the 
subject of a post, the anonymous author 
ended up introducing themselves to her in 
person. She said she’s still on the lookout 
for the author of her second missed 

encounter and would love to get the chance 
to meet them and make a new friend.

When Helen Pu was tagged by her friends 
in a missed encounter, she said she had no 
idea what the page was.

“I didn’t feel like it meant anything 
until [someone explained to me] what 
Missed Encounters was,” Pu, a Baker 
College freshman, said. “Then I felt really 
famous, and fell more in love with Rice 
and how welcoming this 
community of strangers 
can be.”

But Rice Missed 
Encounters wasn’t always 
so uplifting, according to 
Mya Wilkes, McMurtry 
College ‘15 and Thu Nguyen, 
Wiess College ‘17, two 
alumni who were involved 
in the page’s creation. The 
following is based on their 
accounts as well as 2013 
Facebook messages Wilkes provided between 
the page’s team members.

Before Rice Missed Encounters, there 
was Rice Confessions, according to Nguyen 
and Wilkes. The page was created in the 
fall of 2012 as a platform for Rice students 
to anonymously share the things on their 
minds, from “I hate this school” to “I still 
watch Glee.” Increasingly, students began to 
submit confessions complimenting people 
they saw in passing. They said the increasing 
popularity of these types of confessions led a 
student named Roger to create the first Rice 
Missed Encounters page. Roger was not able 
to be reached for comment, so the Thresher 
decided not to fully identify him. 

By September of 2013, both pages had 
essentially died out. Wilkes, who was a 
junior at the time, said she wasn’t ready to 
see the pages go, so she decided to reach out 
to both pages and offer her assistance. Rice 

Confessions never replied to her Facebook 
Message, but Roger did, she said. He ended 
up inviting Wilkes and six other students who 
had reached out to him, including Nguyen, 
to help him post the page’s submissions. 
Nguyen was a freshman at the time. Shortly 
after assembling his team, Roger decided to 
make one critical change: In an Oct. 6, 2013 
Facebook message to the team, he said they 
should not censor any content. And on Oct. 9, 

he said he had decided 
to expand the page to 
include confessions 
“due to popular 
demand.”

But Nguyen said that 
she, along with Wilkes 
and other members 
of the team, felt that 
censoring toxic content 
was necessary to make 
students feel safe. She 
said they were also 

opposed to reincorporating confessions due 
to their negative nature — many of them 
had previously been extremely dark, mean-
spirited or “slut shame-y,” as Nguyen put it. 

And with the page’s resurgence, Nguyen 
said the hateful content only increased.

“For some reason there was just a lot of 
weird negative energy and a lot of hate on 
campus at that time,” Nguyen said. “The 
missed encounters were still really sweet, 
really funny, really great and whatever, but 
the confessions became really negative and 
very hateful.”

The question of censorship and 
confessions drove a wedge within the team. 
According to Wilkes, Roger wanted Missed 
Encounters and Confessions to be one, totally 
uncensored page, while other members of 
the team wanted to eliminate the confessions 
and intensify the vetting process. This led 
to what Nguyen described as a tense email 

correspondence, after which Roger bowed 
out, according to Wilkes.

The remaining members of the team 
agreed over Facebook messages that it would 
be best to start a new page solely for missed 
encounters. On Oct. 11, 2013, Nguyen created 
a new Rice Missed Encounters page — today, 
that page is updated consistently and has 
almost 3,000 likes.

When she made the new page, Nguyen 
said she set guidelines that discouraged 
any harassing or attacking submissions.

“A couple people were like, ‘But it’s free 
speech!’” Nguyen said. “But I was just like 
‘No, it’s hate speech. You’re not gonna have 
free speech if it’s hate speech. I’m gonna 
censor that.’”

The negative submissions declined with 
the creation of the new page, but good-
natured ones only increased, according to 
Nguyen. The original team eventually fell 
apart, so Nguyen posted on the page asking 
for help. She recruited three students. One 
of them was James Warner, a Baker College 
junior who was a freshman at the time.

Today, Warner leads the page with some 
help from Nguyen and a few other students. He 
said he posts about 80 percent of submissions 
and filters out the rest either because they 
seem mean-spirited or are spam for one 
person in particular. And if anyone asks him 
to stop posting about them or take anything 
down, he said he does so immediately.

Warner said managing Missed Encounters 
is a major time commitment, but he’s 
motivated by the knowledge that posts can 
have a positive impact on students.

“Seeing that your efforts are recognized 
can make you feel better about yourself,” 
Warner said. “I think it fosters a sense of 
belonging. Because we’re all just trying to 
uplift each other.”

This story has been condensed for print. 
Read more online at ricethresher.org.

to: Male Black-Haired 
Sophomore Wiess 
Sammy’s to: Male Black-Haired South Asian 

Sophomore Baker Running around 

Sid Richardson

owl always 
love you

you’re a 
hoot!

to: Female Blonde-Haired White Senior Baker carving pumpkins in the Baker QuadSpotlight: the 

evolution of 

Rice Missed 

Encounters

do you know whooooo
loves you? 

graphic by katrina cherk

You’re not gonna 
have free speech if 
it’s hate speech. I’m 
gonna censor that.
Thu Nguyen
WIESS COLLEGE ‘17

*The Thresher attempted to get a more diverse sample, but everyone we reached who was not a Lovett freshman or Archi was too drunk to remember the party. Respect.
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								Fall	2018	Undergraduate	Survey	of	All	Students	
	
																										New	Personal	Survey	Portal!	
	
	
Sections	Include:	
	
Fall	Experiences	
	
Academic	and	Personal	Goals	and	Interests		
	
Student	Association		
	
Internships	and	Undergraduate	Research	
	
Tell	Us	About	Yourself		
	
NCHA	Wellbeing	Survey	
	
	
	
	
	

Every student, faculty and staff member knows that there are a 
number of unique traditions at Rice. Some of those staples are firmly 
chiseled into Rice culture: Sammy the Owl. Beer Bike. Baker 13. 
The Student Association.  
 
And surveys. Lots and lots of surveys.  
 
Most of the surveys that students are required (yes, required) to 
engage in are administered by the Office of Institutional 
Effectiveness. The latest and greatest is the Fall 2018 Survey of All 
Students (SAS). And we are confident that every Rice student has the 
fortitude to pass this electronic test of endurance.  
 
You might not realize it, but your responses have the ability to 
potentially shape Rice for years to come. When the newly minted 
matriculants arrive next fall, and are complaining about a freshly 
concocted O-Week event, you’ll have the personal satisfaction of 
knowing – That was me. That was my survey response. I got ‘em.  
 
But in all seriousness, your responses provide university leadership, 
both student and administration, with actionable data that can lead to 
genuine change. In many ways, your survey responses are like your 
vote. And we hope that you’ll exercise that right as well this fall.  
 
The SAS will launch just after midnight, early on Friday, October 26. 
This year the SAS has been divided into independent survey 
modules, which do not have to be completed in any specific order. 
OIE utilized this design to provide additional flexibility, and to 
(hopefully) make the survey more engaging. Can you take the survey 
at 3:00am and drive your roommate nuts with survey shenanigans? 
Absolutely. 
 
Once all modules are completed and submitted, the registration hold 
will be removed within two business days. Please report any issues to 
oiehelp@rice.edu. OIE will respond to help requests within one 
business day.  
 
Happy survey taking!  	
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YER A WIZARD, HARRY! Crossword by Carolina Hatanpaa
  Thresher Staff

ACROSS
1 Family without Muggle 
 relatives
7 Extendable ___s, a  
 Weasley brothers invention
8 The Half Blood Prince
9 Unintelligent
10 Durmstrang headmaster’s 
 first name
12 Augusta to Neville
14 Slang for cool
15 The summoning charm
17 Long geological timespan
19 Philosopher’s American 
 equivalent 

DOWN
1 Puking ___; Weasley brother 
 candies
2 Wellbeing liaison on  
 campus
3 Butter___, a magical 
 beverage
4 2028 Olympic location
5 ___ of the Phoenix: group 
 resisting Voldemort
6 Azkaban guards
11 Hermione’s patronus
13 She gives Harry a love  
 potion
16 Argentinean Marxist
18 When someone doesn’t live 
 in a dorm

Answers will be posted on ricethresher.org and on the Thresher Facebook page.

Bolded clues correspond to the theme.
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THE WEEKLY SCENE

FIESTA EN LA
 TERRAZA

Dance to salsa, bachata and Latin 
beats on Saturday from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
The program will include bachata and 
salsa classes, open to all levels. Tickets 
cost $10 online and $15 at the door.

El Big Bad
419 Travis St.

latindancefactory.com

SCREAM ON 
THE GREEN

Missing Halloween festivities? Don your 
best costume and head downtown on 
Friday for Discovery Green’s costume 
concert and free screening of “E.T.” 
The event runs from 6 to 10 p.m., and 
entrance is free. 

Discovery Green
1500 McKinney St.

OPENING: 
VIOLETTE BULE

Spend your Thursday night from 8 to 11 
p.m. at Inferno’s first fall exhibition, “CAN 
– YOU – DREAM – AMERICA” by Houston-
based Venezuelan artist Violette Bule. 
The opening will feature an interactive 
sculpture formed from forks, and Bule 
herself will be present for conversation.

Inferno Gallery
Sewall Hall Courtyard

PUERTORRIQUEÑO 
& CUBANO

Midtown Park will come alive with the 
Puerto Rican & Cuban Festival on Saturday 
from 12 to 10 p.m. The festival will include 
performances from Andy Montañez, the 
Jackal, Michael Stuart and more. Tickets 
cost $20 pre-sale and $25 at the door.

Discovery Green
1500 McKinney St.

AMELIA CALAUTTI
THRESHER STAFF

It’s spoopy season — a time for 
pumpkin carving, trick or treating and 
“Hocus Pocus” reruns. But, if you’re 
anything like me, you want more 
out of your October than wholesome 
spooks and friendly ghouls. You crave 
the most petrifying scares, the goriest 
misfortunes and the creepiest tales. 

This Halloween season, Netflix 
released “Netflix and Chills,” a 
collection of eerie movies and TV series 
bound to put you in a ghastly mood. 
While it includes fluffy childhood 
classics and vampire romances, I’ve 
handpicked the most disturbing, hair-
raising films and shows to keep you 
at the edge of your seat. Caution: The 
following are not for the lighthearted. 

AMERICAN HORROR STORY: MURDER 
HOUSE

The series boasts eight seasons, 
but outspoken fans have agreed — 
little can trump the legendary first 
season, “Murder House.” Centered on 
a broken family living in a haunted 
home, it’s hard to distinguish the 
living from the dead in this intricate 
tale of twisted, sociopathic characters. 
Incorporating romance, drama, murder 
and manipulation, “American Horror 
Story: Murder House” keeps viewers 
entranced and disturbed: Who knew 
murder could be so sexy? 

WOULD YOU RATHER
How far would you go for money? 

How about if that money could save 
your dying brother? A childhood 
game takes a gory turn in “Would You 
Rather,” where adults compete in a 
real-life contest with deadly outcomes. 
Watch the characters decide what’s 
worth more: the risk of death or the 
possibility of riches.

THE LOVELY BONES
“My name is Salmon, like the fish; 

NAOMI WENTZ
SENIOR WRITER

Freaky Deaky is an annual Halloween-
themed electronic music festival held in 
Houston on Oct. 27 and 28. This year is its 
first occurrence, replacing the usual twin 
festivals Something Wicked and Something 
Wonderful. While the chance to dress up 
and see energetic musical acts are enough 
to draw large crowds to this two-day event, 
there are a few sure-to-be-stellar acts that 
festivalgoers should not miss.

Porter Robinson’s cult following 
ensures that regardless of which show 
or festival he plays at, huge numbers of 
people are drawn, and for good reason. 
Robinson gives an energetic, emotional 
and solid performance at every event 
he plays, whether it’s one of his live 
shows or a DJ set. His live shows consist 
of him performing and mixing his 
album, “Worlds,” on stage, while his DJ 
sets center on him mixing a selection 
of other artists’ music. According to 
Freaky Deaky’s website, Robinson will 
be performing a DJ set at the festival, so 
his act will be accessible to all electronic 
music fans, even those unfamiliar with 
his album.

Another act festivalgoers should catch 
is Alison Wonderland. She has been 

dazzling audiences worldwide with the 
tour of her new album, “Awake,” and 
she will likely bring that same energy to 
her set at Freaky Deaky. I have been an 
avid follower of her radio show on Sirius 
XM, “Radio Wonderland,” and it’s clear 
that she can create an interesting mix 
of electronic music and hip-hop tracks. 
While this show won’t be technically 
on her “Awake” tour, she will likely mix 
in some of her work, including tracks 
featuring Slumberjack and Chief Keef. 
Wonderland delivers a unique and often 
emotional performance that can be 
enjoyed by fans and newcomers alike.

For a more hype performance, 
festivalgoers should look no further than 
Slander. The duo has been dominating the 
dubstep realm of the electronic scene for 
months, releasing many hit tracks like “First 
Time” and “You Don’t Even Know Me.” They 
have been cultivating their style through 
their radio show as well, “Gud Vibrations,” 
in collaboration with NGHTMRE, and have 
even started a record label under that same 
name. Slander is known for delivering a 
cohesive mix of bangers, keeping crowds 
jumping for hours. 

Of course, there are many artists 
not mentioned that deserve attention. 
Honestly, the whole point of a music 
festival is to walk around and explore the 

acts around you to discover more artists to 
love. However, for festivalgoers looking for 
a sure way to enjoy themselves, these three 
artists are going to deliver a ticket money’s 
worth and then some.

Note: This article was originally 
published online six days ago. 

Freaky Deaky 2018: DJs to look out for
FESTIVALS

TOP TRACKS

Emotional: “Flicker”/ Porter 
Robinson

Hip-hop mix: “Dreamy 
Dragon” / Alison 
Wonderland feat. Chief Keef

Hype: “GUD VIBRATIONS” / 
Slander feat. NGHTMRE

Drop-heavy: “Jefe” / 
Boombox Cartel

Pop influence: “Middle” / 
DJ Snake

Lesser-known: “Gecko 
(Overdrive)” / Oliver 
Heldens feat. Becky Hill

See the entire playlist of 
recommended tracks at 
ricethresher.org.

Student band Same Day Delivery, comprised of Martel College junior Ellie Clermont (left, guitarist), Hanszen College junior Hania Ilahi Nagy (center, 
vocals), Hanszen freshman Lucas Lemonholm (right, guitarist) and Martel junior Leah Kaniham (not pictured, bass), performs at Saturday’s BIKE + BEATS: 
Rice Bikes & KTRU. The performance marked the conclusion of a 45-minute bike ride around Houston and occurred in the Rice Bikes garage.

channing wang / thresher

FILM

Get goosebumps 
with ‘Netflix and 
Chills’ 

SEE SPOOPY PAGE 9

Fashion with Matthew Lim
The Threadsher Exclusive talked to Lovett Col-
lege senior Matthew Lim about his journey to 
balance responsible brands with good style.
See more at ricethresher.org

STUDENT ART

BIKE + BEATS

Following strangers 
trapped in a 
supermarket, “The 
Mist” focuses not only 
on the dangers of the 
supernatural, but 
also on how humans 
react in times of crisis.



first name Susie. I was 14 years old when 
I was murdered on December 6, 1973.” 
These chilling words describe the heart-
wrenching story of a girl raped, killed 
and dismembered by her neighbor. A 
tale of finding peace after death and 
justice on Earth, “The Lovely Bones” is 
disturbing for its eerie believability — 
the possibility that any one of us could 
be Susie.

THE MIST
Humanity is tested when a mist 

surrounds a small town in Maine, and 
bloodthirsty monsters linger in the 
darkness. Following strangers trapped 
in a supermarket, “The Mist” focuses not 
only on the dangers of the supernatural, 
but also on how humans react in times 
of crisis. Who will turn against whom in 
the face of survival and pressure of fear? 
With one of the most distressing and 
saddening endings in cinematic history, 
this 2007 Stephen King adaptation is 
unforgettable. 

CREEP
Have you ever gotten a bad feeling 

from someone, but can’t tell if 
something is actually off or if you’re 
just being paranoid? After taking a 
job in the middle of the woods, a 
freelance filmmaker contemplates if 
his life is in danger when his client 
makes some odd requests. “Creep” 
toys with viewers as they debate 
whether the antagonist is a true 
threat or just downright bizarre, 
resulting in an exceptionally 
unsettling experience.

THE CONJURING
A classic for any horror junkie, this 

film can make anyone jump. Supposedly 
based on a true story, a young family is 
terrorized by demons that reside in their 
home. With the aid of demonologists 
Ed and Lorraine Warren, the family 
struggles to relinquish the powerful 
grip the demons have on the children 
and mother. 

TERRIFIER
One of the goriest films of 2017, 

“Terrifer” combines one murderous 
clown, two drunk girls and lots of blood 
in a Halloween thriller that will make 
viewers squirm. Beware of watching 
this on a full stomach. 

GERALD’S GAME
Upon the recent success of “Fifty 

Shades of Grey,” “Gerald’s Game” shows 
the horrifying side of BDSM. When a 
husband unexpectedly dies on top of his 
wife during sex, she’s left handcuffed 
to a bed in an isolated lakehouse alone. 
While stranded, she’s flooded with 
hallucinations and dark secrets from 

her past, desperately 
searching for a 

way to escape her 
death. 

S u g g e s t e d 
films and TV 
series can 
be found on 
Netflix as a part 
of the “Netflix 
and Chills” 

collection. 
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SUNNY LIU
FOR THE THRESHER

For McMurtry College senior Miranda 
Morris, art is a way to explore the 
human body. Her studio is a collection 
of portrayals of the curves and shadows 
formed by shoulders, arms and torsos. In 
one corner, a charcoal sketch of an elbow 
propped against a knee. In another, a 
golden sculpture of a foot curved against 
a woman’s face.

Morris named Leonora Carrington, 
with her surrealist focus on women, as 
one of her biggest artistic inspirations.

“I like how [Carrington’s] work 
subverted the subject of women in art 
— as more of the subject rather than the 
object in a piece,” Morris said.

When it comes to her own creative 
process, Morris said she likes to focus on 
the forms of bodies. Her favorite mediums 
are charcoal and oil paint.

“With oil, I like that you can create so 
much depth in the translucent layers to 
really [form] something that is full and 
luminescent,” Morris said.

However, she enjoys exploring other 
mediums of art as well. In her Monster 
Studio course last year, she created a 
sculpture of a foot curved against a face, 
both of which were plastic casts of her 
own face and foot. According to Morris, 
she first got the idea from the form of a 
hand holding a face.

“I started thinking about how the 
curvature of a foot can conform to a face. 
It’s not something you ever see, but it’s 
something that physically fits,” Morris 
said. “You don’t see a lot of feet at the 
center point of traditional artwork. It’s not 
something seen as graceful, so I wanted 
to elevate it.” 

According to Morris, her experience 
as a visual arts student has taught her to 
venture out of her comfort zone and into 
unfamiliar spaces.

“[I believe] the creative process is 
going to be valuable even if I don’t know if 
I’ll be able to achieve the end goal, or even 
if I don’t have an end goal,” Morris said.

She hopes that all students take 
advantage of the art classes offered at 
Rice. Art, she believes, is more than 
sketches and paintings — it’s an immersive 
experience that can be formed from paints 
and charcoals and fabrics alike.

“I always hear ‘I’m not talented’ or ‘I 
can’t draw,’” Morris said. “I want people 
to expand their notion of what a good 
drawing or a successful piece of art looks 
like. I hope students can see that art is a 
lot more accessible.”

After finishing her Rice degrees in 
policy studies and visual and dramatic 
arts, Morris plans on attending medical 
school. In her career as a physician, she 
said she hopes to explore the crucial 
role of art in healing and the creation of 
healing spaces.

Curving Bodies: Featuring VADA and Policy Studies senior, Miranda Morris
SENIOR STUDIO SERIES

According to McMurtry College senior Miranda Morris, art is a way to explore the curves 
and shadows formed by the human body. Her studio is full of studies and works with those 
explorations. xingtong liu / thresher

“At Pub, people would come and 
go all the time, but people at Lyle’s 
would sit down for the whole event,” 
Wulfemeyer said.  

“We really wanted to create a sense of a 
safe space for performers,” Hickey added. 

Wulfemeyer and 
Hickey were also 
quick to point out 
that R2 isn’t just a 
literary magazine; 
it’s for visual art too. 
Aside from the senior 
studio gallery at the 
end of the year, there 
are not many avenues 
for student artists 
to showcase their 
work. The R2 student 
art showcase gives an opportunity for 
non-VADA majors to let other students 
see their art. These changes in Open 
Mic Night are part of an initiative by 
Wulfemeyer and Hickey to increase the 
prominence of art in the Rice community 
at large. 

It doesn’t take long to see how passionate 
Wulfemeyer and Hickey are about their 
work. Both have been involved in R2 since 
they were freshmen. 

“When I got involved with R2 in 
freshman year, a lot of Rice students weren’t 

super engaged with it,” Hickey said.  
According to Wulfemeyer and Hickey, 

they want to increase R2’s popularity 
and showcase the art of all Rice students 
regardless of major.   

“We’re always encouraging people 
to submit [to R2], even if you’re afraid 
you won’t get published,” Wulfemeyer 

said. Hickey added 
that some of her 
favorite submissions 
were from engineering 
majors who submitted 
on a whim.

Their commitment 
to connecting people 
through art shined 
through Open Mic 
Night. According 
to Wulfemeyer 
and Hickey, this 

commitment  is carrying into this 
year’s R2 issue as well. For the 2018-
2019 issue, Wulfemeyer and Hickey 
are using R2 as a platform to not only 
connect Rice students, but also to 
“synthesize multiple voices of Houston” 
and “open up Rice” to the broader 
Houston community.  This year, R2 
will be accepting submissions from 
non-student members of the Houston 
community. 

R2 is accepting submissions for this 
year’s issue until December. 

At Pub, people would 
come and go all the 
time, but people at 
Lyle’s would sit down 
for the whole event. 
Lily Wulfemeyer
R2 EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Audience members congregated on couches in Lovett basement’s Lyle’s. Showcases ranged 
from poetry to beatboxing to student art featured on the wall.

alp yakici / thresher

OPEN MIC FROM PAGE 1

SPOOPY FROM PAGE 8

illustration by esther tang
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MADISON BUZZARD
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Rice soccer split a pair of home matches 
against two Conference USA foes from Florida 
this weekend at Holloway Field.

On Friday night, the Owls dominated 
Florida International University, 5-0. In the 
win over FIU, Rice scored three goals in the 
first half and two goals in the second half.

Early action was back and forth between 
the teams. In the 16th minute, Rice was able 
to corral an overwhelmed FIU back line 
and senior midfielder Dominique Mazero 
capitalized with a tap-in goal to put the Owls 
up 1-0.

It took less than one minute after 
Mazero’s opening goal for Rice to double 
its lead. Senior forward Annie Walker, who 
entered the game as the Owls’ second-
leading goal scorer, stole the ball from FIU 
midfielder Olivia Sandahl and played to 
senior forward Marissa Topolski. A short 
pass back from Topolski allowed Walker 
to find a window between two Panther 
defenders for a goal. Walker said the score 
was one of her favorites.

“It always feels good to score,” Walker 
said. “I love the shot I got to take — top of the 
box, inside. I hit an in-swinger shot. Everyone 
around me was like, ‘Yeah!’”

Rice continued to pressure the FIU 
defense after gaining control early. Owls head 
coach Nicky Adams substituted sophomore 
midfielder Ashley Burgess in the 21st minute 
for Walker, and Burgess rewarded Adams’ 
trust with a highlight-reel goal. After three 
step-over moves, and a rolling shot across 
the FIU keeper, Burgess single-handedly 
delivered the Owls’ third score of the first half.

Walker said the team’s objective after 
halftime was to double its lead. Rice narrowly 
missed its target, but nonetheless delivered 
a shutout win on Senior Night in front of a 
raucous crowd.

“It’s insane that it is senior night 
already,” Walker said. “It didn’t hit me until 
I was in the locker room with my teammates. 
There was so much emotion in the game and 
in the emotional build-up to the game. It 
was so much fun to come out here and work 
for each other.”

On Sunday afternoon at Holloway 
Field, Rice fell to Florida Atlantic 

University, 1-0. The visitors entered the 
matchup ranked second in C-USA.

Overall, both teams shared possession 
equally. Adams said she adjusted her 
defensive plan to pressure FAU on the flanks, 
which prevented run-outs and easy crosses. 

Neither team looked to have control of 
the match until the 45th minute, when both 
teams lined up for a Rice goal kick after the 
ball appeared to have been last touched by 
an FAU player. Instead, officials called for 
an FAU corner kick. The ball was sent in by 
FAU midfielder Mimi Godoy to a swarm of 
Rice defenders and FAU attackers. After 20 
seconds of tussling, midfielder Tiril Haga’s 
right foot produced the visitors’ lone goal of 
the afternoon. 

According to Adams, Rice freshman 
goalkeeper Bella Killgore was not at fault for 
letting the goal in.

“Bella made the saves she is supposed to 
make,” Adams said. “With the goal, I think 
every person on my team could have raised 
their hand and said ‘I could have kicked it 
out, I could have dove for it.’”

To overcome the one-goal deficit, the 
Owls began to pressure the FAU back line 

and attack in wider areas. In the 85th minute, 
sophomore midfielder Rebecca Keane 
fired a left-footed shot that senior defender 
Darcy Mickalow sent toward the goal with a 
header that deflected off the FAU goalkeeper. 
Mickalow then tapped in a goal; however, 
the officials signaled that the header was 
offsides. Many fans booed, but Mickalow said 
she knew her goal would not count.

“I do think it was offsides,” Mickalow said. 
“I knew [Keane] was going to shoot the ball 
with her left foot. So I guess I was just a little 
too excited, and I went in a step too soon.”

As a consequence of last weekend’s 
results, the Owls (6-8-1, 4-4-1 in C-USA) 
are now ranked eighth in C-USA; Rice’s 
last regular season opponent, the 
University of North Carolina, Charlotte, 
lurks one spot behind. 

What remains is a sudden-death match 
between the Owls and 49ers this Sunday in 
Charlotte. The winner will qualify for next 
week’s eight-team C-USA Tournament, and 
the loser will see its season end. 

Stay tuned to the Rice Thresher on Twitter 
@RiceThresherSports to receive updates on 
Sunday’s action.

MADISON BUZZARD
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR

When Rice baseball won the College 
World Series in 2003, it became one of 28 
teams since 1957 to have won an NCAA 
Championship. At the time, Wayne Graham 
was head coach of the Owls. Graham’s 
coaching career ended in 2018; in for Rice 
steps Matt Bragga.

Matt Bragga was hired by Rice Director 
of Athletics Joe Karlgaard in June to replace 
Graham as the Owls’ skipper. According to 
Bragga, Graham left massive shoes to fill.

“I respect everything coach Graham 
did,” Bragga said. “My goodness, to 
win 12 conference titles in a row, either 
regular season or postseason, is unheard 
of and outstanding.”

Bragga was formerly the head coach 
at Tennessee Technological University, 
where he managed the Golden Eagles for 
15 seasons. Bragga said his new job makes 
him feel like a rookie again.

“I went from a place where I was the 
most tenured coach, kind of like Coach 
Graham here, to now I’m the newest guy on 
the block,” Bragga said.

Despite his amateur status in the 
context of Rice coaches, Bragga is a veteran 
in the game of baseball. He played college 

baseball at the University of Kentucky and 
played two years of minor league baseball 
in the Cincinnati Reds organization. At 
Tennessee Tech, Bragga won 56.9 percent 
of his games, two Ohio Valley Conference 
tournament championships and also 
qualified for the NCAA Super Regional this 
past season.

Bragga is the second-
winningest coach in 
Tennessee Tech history. 
According to him, 
the key to developing 
long-term success in 
a baseball program is 
authenticity.

“When you come 
into a new program, 
you’ve got to be who you 
are, and you’ve got to do 
what you did before to 
be successful,” Bragga said. “That’s what 
I’m doing. I’m being who Matt Bragga is. 
[I’m] a high-energy, extremely organized, 
get-after-it baseball coach. I’m going to be 
who I’m going to be, and I’m going to use 
the system that I used.”

In the short-term, Rice’s new coach is 
focused on recruiting. Bragga said he will 
have to rely upon strong internal leadership 
to find the pulse of the locker room.

One player assigned to lead the Owls 
this season is senior pitcher Evan Kravetz. 
According to Kravetz, immediate success 
under Bragga is feasible.

“I hope I can help put Rice baseball 
back in contention for a championship,” 
Kravetz said.

Relying on senior 
leaders in the locker 
room doesn’t prevent 
Bragga from organizing 
and executing a 
demanding practice 
regime. Senior relief 
pitcher Ben Schragger 
said he is impressed 
with his new coach’s 
ambition.

“Coach Bragga’s 
energy and 
competitiveness are 

unmatched,” Schragger said. “His 
enthusiasm is contagious and causes 
us to enjoy the ‘grind’ of practice. The 
competition aspect of every practice 
forces us to value simple things, like 
playing catch and batting practice.”

Bragga’s ruthless efficiency in practice 
mirrors his priorities: his family and his 
coaching role. He has two children with 
his wife, Elisa: 13-year-old Luke and 

11-year-old Emmy. Bragga said he neglects 
any leisure time.

“I don’t hunt, I don’t fish, I don’t 
golf,” Bragga said. “Any spare minute I 
don’t do any of those things; I hang out 
with my family.”

In the brief amount of time Bragga 
withholds for himself, he said his favorite 
hobby is to watch college football. At Rice, 
though, Bragga said he will support every 
sports team.

“My goal is to be the biggest Rice football 
fan I can be, be the biggest Rice basketball 
fan I can be and obviously be the biggest 
baseball fan I can be,” Bragga said. “We 
want success in all of our sports.”

For football head coach Mike Bloomgren, 
however, Bragga has a particular sympathy. 
According to Bragga, success in a new 
program can take several years to build.

“Trying to come in and turn a program 
around is not easy,” Bragga said. “I did 
it at Tennessee Tech. When I inherited 
Tennessee Tech we were actually coming off 
a decent season, but we were only returning 
10 percent of our plate appearances and 15 
percent of our innings pitched from a year 
before, which was nothing.”

“Coach Bloomgren knows what he’s 
doing. As a fan, just be patient because 
good things are ahead,” Bragga said.

New head coach Matt Bragga finds a home in Rice baseball

Sunshine split
Soccer goes 1-1 against a 

pair of Florida foes 
Freshman midfielder Madison Kent plants to cross a ball 
into the penalty box, shielding off Florida Atlantic University 
defender Emma Grissom during the first half of Rice’s 1-0 loss 
to FAU on Sunday afternoon at Holloway Field.

cloris cai / thresher

I went from a place 
where I was the most 
tenured coach ... to 
now I’m the newest 
guy on the block.

Matt Bragga
BASEBALL HEAD COACH
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Free shuttle to home or office.* 

Demo’s Automotive Center
2438 Tangley at Kelvin in Rice Village

713-526-3781

Don’t Horse Around  
with Auto Repair!

Our collision repair &  
mechanical service  

will make your vehicle 
look & run like new.

Our Mechanical Service  
Lowers Car Operating Costs
Fine tuning means better gas mileage.
Alignment & rotation increases tire life.

Scheduled maintenance reduces  
engine wear.

Demo Jr.
Since 1988

Costa
Since 1980

Demo
Since 1964

*Some geographic restrictions apply.

HAYDEN MAST
FOR THE THRESHER 

Rice football’s season-long struggles 
continued on Saturday evening, as the team 
lost 36-17 on the road against Conference 
USA foe Florida International University. 
The Owls’ sixth straight loss dropped first-
year coach Mike Bloomgren’s squad to 1-7 
on the season and 0-4 in conference play. 
Since its season-opening victory over FCS 
opponent Prairie View A&M University, 
Rice has yet to win another game. 

Redshirt freshman quarterback Evan 
Marshman earned his first start of the 
season against the Panthers, replacing 
injured graduate transfer quarterback 
Shawn Stankavage. Marshman began 
the season as the Owls’ third-string 
quarterback, behind Stankavage and 
junior Jackson Tyner. On Rice’s first 
possession, the freshman led the offense 
on a 12-play, 75-yard drive which he capped 
off with a 7-yard rushing touchdown on 
fourth-and-one. The score gave Rice its first 
lead in a game since the third quarter of its 
Sept. 1 matchup against the University of 
Houston. Overall, Marshman ran for 68 
yards and two touchdowns on 11 carries 
while also adding 107 passing yards on 15 
attempts and one interception.

Head coach Mike Bloomgren said he was 
impressed with Marshman’s performance.

“He was improvising, making things 
happen,” Bloomgren said. “He used his 
legs when it was appropriate, and ended 
up in the end zone a couple times for us. I’m 
really proud of what he gave us.”

The Owls’ defense also started strong, 
holding FIU scoreless in the first quarter 
to maintain the team’s 7-0 lead. However, 
without its leading rusher, junior running 
back Emmanuel Esukpa, who missed 
the game as part of his recovery from a 
concussion, Rice’s power-run offense 
struggled to move the football throughout 
the rest of the game. Rushers other than 
Marshman combined for just 57 yards on 
18 carries. 

Two second-quarter FIU touchdowns, 
each longer than 30 yards, put the 
Panthers up 16-10 at halftime. As the game 
progressed, Rice’s defense eventually fell 
victim to FIU’s balanced offensive attack. 
The Panthers gained over 200 yards in both 
passing and rushing and scored on each 
of their first four drives of the second half. 
With FIU leading by 16 midway through 
the fourth quarter, Marshman was replaced 
at quarterback by fellow freshman Wiley 
Green, who had also appeared during one 
three-and-out drive in the second quarter. 
Green completed just one of his six passing 
attempts and was intercepted twice as FIU 
wrapped up the 19-point victory.

Freshman defensive back Prudy 
Calderon led Rice with eight tackles on the 
game. According to him, FIU did not throw 
any surprises at the Owls’ defense.

“They were pretty much what we 
thought they were,” Calderon said. “We 
just had to do a better job of executing.”

In spite of the disappointing end result, 
Bloomgren said he was pleased with his 
team’s effort against FIU. 

“I am proud of the effort we gave on 
the road against a really good football 
team, and we are going to keep building,” 
Bloomgren said. “This is a process, and our 
kids are continuing to work, and that’s all 
we can ask for.”

With the win, FIU moved to 5-2 on the 
year and 3-0 in C-USA play. The Panthers 
are in first place in the East Division.

The Owls face a challenge this 
upcoming weekend on the road against a 
6-2 University of North Texas team. Rice will 
then attempt to pick up their second win 
of the season at home on Nov. 3, against 
winless University of Texas, El Paso.

New quarterback, 
same result as 
Rice football  
loses to Florida 
International CROSS COUNTRY

GOLF

TENNIS

VOLLEYBALL

SAT, OCT. 27 // 7:30 AM & 8:15 AM 

SAT/SUN, OCT. 27-28 // ALL DAY

FRI-SUN, OCT. 26-28 //  ALL DAY 

FRI/SUN, OCT. 26 & 28 // 7 PM & 1 PM 

Both the men’s and women’s cross country teams will run this Saturday at the Conference 
USA Championships in Boca Raton, Florida. Each team finished third in last year’s race; 
while the women won back-to-back titles in 2015 and 2016, the men’s team hasn’t finished 
higher than third since 2005. The top 21 finishers in each race will each earn a spot on an 
all-conference team, which seven Owls (four men and three women) achieved last year. 

Rice’s golf team travels to Laxley, Alabama this weekend to play at the Steelwood 
Collegiate Invitational. The tournament will mark the first in-game action for the Owls 
since their 12th-place finish at the Maridoe Intercollegiate on Oct. 7. So far this season, 
Rice has finished in the top half of the field only once, with their 7th-place finish at the 
season-opening Lone Star Invitational. Sophomore Jake Benson has highlighted Rice’s 
recent play with a pair of top-15 individual finishes in the last two tournaments.

Both tennis teams will be in action this weekend. The women will play in the River Oaks 
Country Club Fall College Invitational, while the men head to Corpus Christi to compete 
in the Contender Crossfit Island Open. The teams come off action at last week’s ITA Texas 
Regional, where junior Priya Niezgoda was the Owls’ top finisher, winning five straight 
matches without dropping a set on her way to a consolation singles title. On the men’s side, 
redshirt junior Eric Rutledge led the way with a consolation singles semifinals appearance.

Currently riding an 11-match winning streak, Rice volleyball will look to surpass the 
school record of 12 wins in a row in a pair of road games this weekend. Friday’s game 
comes against a tough University of Texas, San Antonio squad that carries a 16-5 season 
record and ranks second in C-USA with an 8-1 mark, while Sunday’s game features a 
struggling University of Texas, El Paso team that has dropped nine of its last 10 matches 
en route to a 4-17 record. On the season, Rice’s 17-4 record and perfect 8-0 conference 
mark give the team sole possession of first place in the C-USA standings.

WEEKEND PREVIEW MICHAEL BYRNES
SPORTS EDITOR
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to jobs@testmasters.com.

RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle & 
High School Math, Natural & Social Science, 
Foreign Language, Humanities, and SAT/
ACT prep. reliable transportation required. 
Pay is based upon a variety of factors. Con-
tact 832-428-8330 and email resume to sri.
iyengar@sriacademicservices.com

ACADEMIC COACHING, INC. needs tutors for 
Spanish, Math, Science, English, and ACT/
SAT. Great Compensation. Servicing Greater 
Houston Area. Must be eligible to work in 
the U.S., and have reliable transportation. 
Willing to work nights and weekends. Chris-
tine.Green@academiccoachinginc.com

APARTMENT LIVING LOCATORS Frustrated 
looking for an apartment that meets your 
needs? We have places in all areas, all bud-
gets. We know all current specials. Fill-out 
our form: ApartmentLIvingLOcators.com or 
call 713-783-1441. FREE Service Since 1971...
Make the Right Move!

CONVENIENT GARAGE APARTMENT (600sf) 
available across from Rice Univ baseball 
stadium. It is located behind my house and 
has a private entrance, newly remodeled 
kitchen, floors, walls, ac and laundry facil-
ity under the apartment. All utilities are in-
cluded. I live in the attached house, so I ask 
that you keep your activites to a respectful 
volume so neighbors don’t complain. Avail-
able to show in the evening. Rent $1000. 
Contact Jaime at jaimevergara@sbcglobal.
net.

TUTOR NEAR CAMPUS Earn upwards of 
$26/hr tutoring SAT, ACT, and more just 
1-mile north of Rice at General Academic, 
founded in 2003 by a Rice alum and an offi-
cial Beer Bike sponsor. Apply online at Gen-
eralAcademic.com/careers

CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Oland Carter
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is written and designed by Simona Matovic, who went to a Christian school for eight years, granting her the God-given right to satirize the Bible.  For comments or questions, please email 
JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu.

Chi Alpha has raised tens of thousands of 
dollars for Evening of Elegance. Free entry to 
an event that well funded and well organized 
is a rare treat. But an even rarer treat for the 
average Rice student is any form of sexual 

gratification. Luckily, the Backpage is here to 
penetrate some hard values into NOD.

The Holy Backpage

The 10 Cummandments 
of NOD

Thou shalt have no other 
NODs before me.

Thou shalt not bow down 
to yak publicly.

Thou shalt not take the IV drip of 
EMS in vein.

Do not remember the Sabbath Day. Keep 
thy memory hole-y.

Honor thy father and mother that 
they may not see thy public Facebook 

response to “ASStroNOD”

Bitch, thou shalt not kill the vibe.

Thou shalt not commit adultery, not 
like thou wouldst get laid anyway.

Thou shalt not steal from Wiess by 
photocopying wristbands.

Thou shalt not bear witness against 
thy neighbor in the court of SJP.

Thou shalt not covet thy freshman’s 
goods.


