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Romney at Rice
Romney speaks on Trump, Republican midterm chances
RYND MORGAN
FOR THE THRESHER

Former Republican presidential nominee Mitt 
Romney addressed the future of the Republican Party, 
immigration and his opinion of the Trump administration 
in an armchair conversation with Baker Institute Director 
Edward P. Djerejian, a former ambassador to Israel and 
Syria, at the Baker Institute this Monday.

Romney, who is currently running for Senate in Utah, 
also served as governor of Massachusetts from 2003 to 2007. 

“Our nation lost a golden opportunity when [Romney] 
was defeated in the 2012 presidential election,” James A. 
Baker III, the founder of the Baker Institute, said when 
introducing Romney. “He would have been a president ... 
that both sides of the political aisles could have admired, 
if given the chance.”

In the upcoming midterm elections, Romney said the 
Republican Party will surpass the expectations of the 
media  because how well the economy is performing, 
which raises wages in real terms. 

“People say, ‘Oh, you Republicans, you’re all for big 
business,’” Romney said. “This is one of the 

problems in my own campaign is I talk about 
lowering the corporate tax rate and making 
America a more attractive place for business. 
That wasn’t about trying to get the rich richer 
or business people richer. They’re already 
rich. It’s the middle class and the  poor who 
depend on the economy doing well and 
businesses doing well.”

RICE RECS See more on pages 7-14

CHRISTINA TAN
A&E EDITOR

Beyond listening to KTRU (which 
you should!), there isn’t much incentive 
on campus to discover new music, as 
evidenced by the fact that “Caroline” is 
still regularly played at publics. Heavily 
attended festivals like Austin City Limits 
offer students the opportunity to get a 
taste of the oodles of undiscovered talent 
beyond the hedges. And luckily, I’ve 
done some heavy-lifting for the curious: 
Here’s my top recommendations to keep 
your playlists weird, taken straight from 
the small text of the ACL lineup.

FOR WAKING UP IN THE MORNING
Local indie rock band Duncan Fellows 

makes waking up on dreary days a piece 
of cake. With their drum-heavy, upbeat 
sound, the band’s vibe is funky fresh while 
still maintaining nostalgic undertones. 

Embracing the smaller text: 
ACL’s hidden gems

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ELLA FELDMAN
ASST. FEATURES  EDITOR

In the 2016 presidential election, 43 
percent of eligible voters aged 18 to 24 cast 
ballots across the country. In Texas, only 
27.3 percent of eligible voters in the same 
age group voted. And these turnout rates, 
which are much lower than turnout for 
older groups, are by no means outliers — 
historically, young people don’t vote. That 
is especially true in Texas.

At Rice, students and organizations are 
leading efforts to change that.

On Sept. 15, students from five Houston 
area universities came together to register 
voters, discuss activism and policy and 
eat pizza at the first-ever Houston Youth 
Voters Conference. The conference was 
led by Civic Duty Rice, a nonpartisan club 
dedicated to encouraging civic engagement 
and activism among Rice students.

The conference was just one of the 
club’s many efforts this semester to 
increase student turnout in November. 
The club has also hosted registration 
booths in college commons, the Rice 
Memorial Center Grand Hall and 
Fondren Library.

Meredith McCain, the club’s president 
and a Duncan College junior, said the 
drives have been extremely successful — 
Civic Duty Rice has registered over 210 

students to vote this semester, according 
to their count.

But McCain said efforts must extend 
beyond registration.

“We’ll have to put in a lot of effort 
to make sure people are informed and 
actually turn out to vote in November,” 
McCain said. “[Texas] now [represents] 
one of the largest voting blocs in the 
country for 18 to 29 year olds, yet we do 
not vote in proportion to our numbers. 

Sonia Torres, the club’s vice president 
and a Hanszen College senior, said when 
young people vote, they put pressure on 
candidates to listen to their concerns.

“I want people to turn out to vote so 
that we get the candidates to come here 
and they’re like ‘Oh, we have to have a 
forum at Rice, at Lone Star [College], at 
[Texas Southern University], because 
they’re going to vote, and they’re gonna 
vote us out of office if they are unhappy,’” 
she said. “When youth don’t vote, they 
don’t make a place for us at the table.”

The Rice University Young Democrats 
has made voter registration a priority 
this semester, and the club’s efforts have 
reached about 100 students according to 
club president Franz Brotzen. They’ve 
held registration drives, had voter 
registrars present at general body 
meetings and helped register new 
students during Orientation Week. 

Voter turnout efforts ramp up
FEATURES

CIVIC DUTY RICE
nonpartisan

RICE YOUNG DEMOCRATS
partisan

SEE VOTING PAGE 6

SEE ROMNEY PAGE 4

SEE ACL HIDDEN GEMS PAGE 15

Get the latest scoop on Rice students’ 
local favorites in our second annual Rice 
Recs insert.

TOP TRACKS

Waking up: “Fresh 
Squeezed”/ Duncan Fellows

Studying in Coffeehouse: 
“Boyish” / Japanese 
Breakfast

Boppin’: “Benadryl” / Sofi 
Tukker

Thought-provoking: 
“Blaxploitation” / Noname

Ambiguously moody: 
“sublime” / slenderbodies

See the entire playlist of 
recommended tracks, all 
from ACL’s hidden gems, on 
ricethresher.org.
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SAVANNAH KUCHAR
FOR THE THRESHER

A Faculty Senate working group is 
proposing changes to the academic 
calendar aimed to remedy an imbalance 
in instructional days between the fall and 
spring semesters, according to the deputy 
speaker of the Faculty Senate, Christopher 
Johns-Krull.  

“There’s 70 days of instruction in the fall 
and 67 days of instruction in the spring,” 
Johns-Krull said. “And there are some 
concerns that this results in inequities in 
courses. Some courses are taught in both 
semesters and so that means in one semester 
there’s more teaching and in one semester 
there’s less teaching.”

One solution, according to Johns-Krull, 
would be a full week for Thanksgiving 
break. However, he said this change would 
be an issue for some students.

Anna Margaret Clyburn, student liaison 
for the working group, said she created a 
survey that was sent to all students through 
each college’s senator. 

“You see students either being like ‘Yes, 
let’s do it’ and then others being like ‘I 
can’t go home, and I wouldn’t have food,’” 
Clyburn, a Martel College sophomore, said. 

According to Johns-Krull, a member of 
the Senate initially brought up the issue 
at the first Faculty Senate meeting of this 
academic year. In order to find a solution 
to the discrepancy between the semesters, 
the Senate formed a working group. The 
group is composed of members of the 
Faculty Senate, as well as people from the 
offices of Academic Advising, the Dean of 
Undergraduates and the Registrar, along 
with Clyburn.

“[The Faculty Senate] gave me some 
exact questions they wanted me to ask 
the student body and I included all those 
questions on the survey,” Clyburn said. 
“And I hope that it’s reached enough 
people, but we do still have time for 
responses to be gathered so I’m hoping that 
we’ll get more as the time progresses.”

Professor James DeNicco, who instructs 
Principles of Economics in both the fall 
and spring, said making up for the three-

day difference, while a feasible adjustment, 
does affect course planning.

“A three-day difference is a pretty big 
difference,” DeNicco said. “If you set things 
up for having those extra three days and 
then they’re not there, you will have to rush 

a little bit.” 
If the Senate does approve any changes, 

the new calendar would be implemented 
starting in the 2020-2021 school year.  The 
first meeting to discuss changes will be this 
Thursday, Oct. 4.  

SAMMI JOHNSON
FOR THE THRESHER

Clara Tian, a Will Rice College junior, 
flew back to Houston from the University 
of Edinburgh in Scotland, where she 
was studying abroad, in order to attend 
the Grace Hopper Celebration of Women 
in Computing. 

CSters, a club for Rice women in 
computing, sponsored 40 female 
computer science majors to attend 
the GHC, a conference and career fair 
celebrating women technologists, held 
from Sept. 26 to 28 at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center. 

Tian said Rice’s computer science 
department purchased tickets to the GHC 
and registered the CSter members. The 
CSters paid them back by fundraising from a 
variety of tech companies they worked with 
in the past, like Two Sigma, Facebook and 
Microsoft. Student registration cost $450. 

“I’m interested in working for a smaller 
company next summer,” Tian said. “I 
figured GHC would be the easiest and best 
way to get a recruiter from such a company 
to read my resume, and also to discover 
new places I wouldn’t have known about 
through my own research.”

The conference boasted over 20,000 
attendees, according to Elia Chen, 
internal president of CSters, along with 
417 exhibitors. 

“The [GHC] Career Fair was a great 
opportunity to connect with tons of 
amazing companies,” Chen, a Will Rice 
College senior, said. “It was an eye-opening 
experience learning from the engineers and 
product managers at the career fair, and 
getting to meet some incredible tech leaders 
while at it.”

The GHC commenced at the Toyota 
Center with keynote speakers and an 
awards ceremony.

“This year, the CS department was 
generous enough to provide buses for us to 
and from Grace Hopper,” said Chen. “The 
buses departed very early at 7:45 a.m. so 

that we could make it to all of the events 
including the opening keynote, in time.” 

At the George R. Brown Convention 
Center, attendees took part in a career fair, 
along with an interview hall where sponsors 
held in-person interviews and a mentoring 
circle where they could speak to a mentor 
on a specific topic. 

“Several friends and I ended up having 
multiple interviews throughout the day with 
30 minutes to one hour chunks of time in 
between each one,” Tian said. “If I had 45 
minutes to an hour off, I’d go to the career 
fair or take a moment to sit with a friend and 
not think about my future or getting a job.”

Chen said the exhibitors ranged from 
tech giants to companies that aren’t often 
associated with technology, like Estee 
Lauder and American Eagle, and that 
many of the booths handed out swag and 
demonstrated new products. 

“Due to the sheer size and scale of the 
expo, it was definitely overwhelming at 
times and emotionally draining to go to 
booth after booth,” Tian said. “It was also 
crazy to see how much money companies 
poured into spicing up their booth — one 
place had a coffee machine that made 
latte art of your face and Ancestry DNA 
was giving out free kits, just to name a 
few examples.”

CSters has promoted the GHC since the 
club was founded in 2002 as a way to help 
students network with potential employers 
and find job opportunities. According 
to Chen, the conference has reaffirmed 
her decision to pursue computer science 
since the first time she attended it her 
sophomore year. 

“I’ve attended Grace Hopper every 
year for the past three years, and I 
would still love to go again,” Chen said. 
“Grace Hopper is such an empowering 
and inspiring experience. From getting 
to connect with incredible companies 
to meeting female tech leaders, Grace 
Hopper provides you with so many 
opportunities and resources you would 
not be able to get elsewhere.”

Faculty working group considers academic calendar changes

CSters back women in tech
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Students navigate health, safety issues in dorms
ELIZABETH MYONG
THRESHER STAFF

The disparity in living conditions among 
residential colleges results in health and 
safety issues for students at older colleges, 
according to several students.

A Baker College senior, who has been 
granted anonymity and has a condition 
that causes severe reactions to mold, said 
the presence of mold at Baker, the oldest 
residential college at Rice, has had a drastic 
impact on his mental and physical health.

“Something so critical to you as your health 
is decided at random. Depending on your 
luck of the draw, you can go into a 100-year-
old building that smells like wet socks or a 
10-year-old building that is concrete, has no 
carpet, and [has] fresh air, and pay the same 
price,” he said. “That seems unfair to me.” 

During his freshman year living in Baker 
Old Wing, he said he became extremely sick. 
He experienced extreme fatigue and slept 
more than 10 hours a day, he dropped more 
than 15 pounds, his hair thinned and he 
experienced extreme anxiety and severe brain 
fog that made it hard to concentrate on simple 
things like choosing items at the grocery store. 
He said a lot of the oldest places on campus 
present health concerns to some level.

Kevin Kirby, vice president for 
administration, said the university prioritizes 
the health and safety of all its students. 

“We are obsessed about having a safe 
environment,” Kirby said. “Safety gets done 
first. It’s not a compromise.” 

According to Kirby, the university 
employs environmental health and safety 
professionals on campus. They also have 
outside checks through inspections from 
insurance companies, and city building and 
health inspectors, he said. 

“They are responsible for air quality, 
water quality, asbestos, chemicals, all kinds 
of things, so they are trained professionals 
about safety and they are very good about 
what they do,” Kirby said. 

The Baker senior said  although it has 
been frustrating dealing with his syndrome, 
Housing and Dining has been responsive. He 
said last year, after telling H&D about mold 
growing on a wall in Tudor Fieldhouse, they 
tore down the entire wall. But he said when he 
expressed concern about mold in one of his 
classrooms, H&D concluded the mold levels 
were not severe enough to require any action. 

He said the kind of air samples H&D 
uses are insufficient to accurately measure 

the exposure to mold because it is just “a 
snapshot in time.” 

He said after the summer of his junior year, 
he finally came to a realization after noticing 
black mold growing on the AC unit of the 
off-campus house he was living in. He then 
went to the doctor, who diagnosed him with 
chronic inflammatory response syndrome, a 
condition that makes him hypersensitive to 
micro-toxins like mold. 

He tested in the top 1 percent for sensitivity, 
but he said 25 percent of the population in the 
U.S. has the HLA-DR gene, which causes the 
immune system to have a severe reaction in 
the presence of mold. 

He said he understands that the 
environmental conditions of Houston, 
including frequent rain and humidity, make it 
difficult to manage mold. But the prevalence 
of mold in Baker has forced him to avoid his 
own residential college. Instead, he spends 
much of his time in the commons of McMurtry 
and Duncan, which have clean, mold-free air. 

While he never definitively confirmed 
from tests or inspection by H&D that there 
was black mold in his room, he said that the 
nearly immediate symptoms he experiences 
when he is in Old Baker are a tell-tale sign of 
the presence of mold. 

“Whenever I’m re-exposed, I get very fast 
and distinctive reactions. That’s why I’m 
easily able to gauge where there’s mold on 
campus,” he said  

He said he is sure that Baker Old Wing 
has issues with mold and he has even seen 
suspicious brown spots on Baker AC vents and 
brown mold growing on the fourth entrance 
of Baker, which he told the magisters about 
last year. 

Mark Ditman, associate vice president of 
Housing and Dining, said H&D is responsive 
when students express concerns about mold.

“H&D, as a matter of practice, uses its 
resources to provide the best environment we 
can for each unique need,” Ditman said. “For 

instance, we’ve done things like removing 
carpet from rooms occupied by allergy 
sufferers and providing HEPA filters for the 
same upon request.” 

Ditman said it is especially important to 
place work orders when safety and health 
become an issue. Baker sophomore Daphne 
Campo said she dealt with scalding shower 
temperatures for four days last semester 
in February when she was living in Baker. 
After several days, Campo said she stuck 
a thermometer under the water and the 
temperature was 150 degrees. 

According to the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention, that’s over 40 degrees hotter 
than the ideal temperature for a hot tub. 

Campo said she contacted H&D around 
two days later and the issue was resolved in 
another two days. 

“[These] examples illustrate the 
importance of placing work orders, 
interacting with your [Student Maintenance 
Representative] or speaking with the college’s 
operations manager when repairs are 
necessary,” Ditman said. “We depend on our 
custodial and maintenance staff to place work 
orders as well.” 

Hanszen College junior Landon Mabe 
said he had serious housing issues in fall 
2016 when he was living in Hanszen’s Old 
Section. He said there was a rancid smell, 

an ongoing issue previous residents had 
warned him about.

“People generally didn’t want to go into the 
room because it smelled so bad,” Mabe said.

One day, his roommate noticed that there 
was a wet spot on the ground underneath a 
bean bag. It had splotches of white growing 
on the bottom. Mabe said that the room was 
adjacent to the men’s bathroom and the 
growth was possibly due to a plumbing leak. 

Mabe emailed H&D and they responded 
by bringing small plastic dehumidifiers to the 
room. However, Mabe said the bigger issue 
was not fixed. 

“I had been in communication with H&D 
for weeks about that,” he said. “It took a 
few weeks for them to physically come and 
diagnose the problem.”

He said he was coming back from his 
morning class on a Friday when H&D told him 
and his roommate that they had to move all of 
their belongings to Will Rice College. 

After a month of being displaced, Mabe 
said the issue was resolved for the most part 
and H&D had also repainted the room and 
put in hardwood flooring. 

“At least two years ago, H&D was not 
responsive,” Mabe said. “There were a few 
years [before I moved in] where they just let it 
go until I sent enough emails until they were 
finally like ‘OK, we have to fix this room.’” 

Something so critical 
to you as your health is 
decided at random. That 
seems unfair to me.

 Anonymous
BAKER COLLEGE SENIOR

illustration by esther tang
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BEHIND EVERY
GREAT GAME
THERE’S A 
SOLID
GAME PLAN. 
69%  of college students used a designated driver

when they socialized during the last school year.

HAVE A SAFE RIDE HOME.

Source: National College Health Assessment 2016
enjoy responsibly  © 2017 Anheuser-Busch, St. Louis, MO

ANNA TA
NEWS EDITOR

“Y’all acted like animals last year, so this 
year we’re putting you in a zoo!”

That’s the tagline for this year’s iteration 
of Architectronica, the public party put on 
by the School of Architecture, which will be 
charging admission and increasing security 
measures in response to the Rice University 
Police Department shutting down the party 
last year due to public safety concerns.

Event organizer Natalia Koziel said that 
in conjunction with the admission cost, 
the event planners have also increased 
the number of freshmen working security 
throughout the night from 18 to 22.

“We’re mostly focusing on preventative 
measures, rather than focusing on [what 
to do if something] happens,” Koziel, a 
Duncan College sophomore, said. “We’re 
going to have more security outside and 
more RUPD officers at the party and just 
focusing on keeping the line orderly.”

According to Koziel, the event planners 
will use a wristband system similar to that 
of the Night of Decadence party. They will 
distribute wristbands in advance to those 
who purchased tickets. Party-goers will have 
their Rice IDs checked outside the door and 
will be checked for a wristband once inside. 

“Last year, we had a lot of problems 
with people trying to show their IDs and 
just [pushing] through,” Koziel said. “The 
wristbands will help account for exactly how 
many people have entered the building.”

The students working security will 
also be reallocated because the courtyard, 
which was opened as overflow space last 
year, will be closed off this year, according 
to Koziel. 

“We thought that a lot of resources 
and planning went into having the 
courtyard and then the space wasn’t 
really utilized, so we’re going to 
reallocate those resources to inside the 
party,” Koziel said.

The event planners, who are historically 
sophomore architecture students, also 
contacted Student Activities and RUPD 
earlier in the planning process than last 
year. Koziel said the biggest problem last 
year was a lack of communication between 
the event planners and RUPD.

“They didn’t really have a system in 
place for what to do in case something 
like that happened, [where] the problems 
started outside the party and then the 
party got shut down in only the span of 15 
minutes,” Koziel said.

Students can buy tickets for $7 and 
register their guests for $10.

Archi party increases security
Republicans have at least a 50-50 chance 

of maintaining their majority in the House of 
Representatives in the upcoming elections, 
and an even better chance of holding onto 
their control of the Senate, according to 
Romney. He also predicted Democrats will 
nominate a candidate on the far left of their 
party in the 2020 presidential election — a 
decision that could “spell impending doom” 
for Democrats in the general election. But 
Romney did make a disclaimer.

“I’m not a great predictor of these 
things,” Romney said. “I thought I’d win 
[in 2012], I didn’t.” 

In order for Republicans to win seats, 
Romney said it is essential for the party to 
appeal to other demographics who have 
typically voted for Democrats, including 
young people, women and minorities, 
especially the Hispanic community. 

“Hispanic voters ought to be voting 
Republican because we are a party that 
concentrates on life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness of religion,” Romney said. 
“Life, we protect the life of the unborn, 
lives of a strong national security network; 
liberty, we’re committed to all of the liberties 
guaranteed in the Constitution; and pursuit 
of happiness, we want to give people 
opportunity. So we’re a natural place for 
minority communities.”

Romney also discussed how throughout 
America’s history, the best leaders have 
shaped national character — an act more 
important than shaping policy, which he 
said Trump has fallen short on. 

“When I’ve had challenges with 
[President Trump] is when he has said 
something or Tweeted something that is 
detrimental to the character of the country,” 
Romney said. “I thought the Charlottesville 
comments were unnecessarily divisive.” 

Djerejian raised the topic of immigration 
policy during the armchair conversation. 
Romney began by condemning the practice 
of family separation at the Mexican border.

To improve immigration, Romney said 
he supports a merit-based system over the 
current Diversity Immigrant Visa Program, 
which makes up to 50,000 immigrant visas 
available through a random lottery system, 
according to the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services website.

“I’d like to see our legal immigration 
system [be] much more transparent, so you 
don’t have to hire lawyers to get here legally,” 
Romney said. “Register to say you want to get 
a green card, be able to go on the computer 
and see where you stand, what kind of skills 
you have.”

Romney also said his belief is that those 
living in the United States under the DREAM 
Act should be able to remain in the country. 

“People have the right to rely upon the 
president of the United States,” Romney 
said. “Even if I didn’t agree, they should be 
able to stay. If they want to become citizens 
they should get in line with everyone else.”

The conversation touched on the national 
debt, where Romney focused on interest, 
which he said should be a “prime priority” 
but is not a focus for either party.

“The day after I lost [the 2012 election] I 
got a call from Bill Clinton,” Romney said. 
“He said, ‘Mitt when interest rates return to 
normal levels we’ll be spending 750 billion 
a year on interest, more than we spend on 
our military ... How can we lead the world if 
we’re spending more on interest — sending 
money to other countries — than we’re 
spending on our own military.’ And that’s 
where we’re headed.”

Ultimately, Romney ended on an 
optimistic note.

“It’s essential in my view that whatever 
you do in your careers that you recognize 
leadership is not just about being in power, 
leadership is about having the kind of 
intrinsic goodness that makes people follow 
you,” Romney said. “It’s my hope that we’ll 
always be that kind of nation and I look 
forward to seeing you as you pursue your 
life and make sure America remains as it’s 
always been, the hope of the earth.”

illustration courtesy stacy su

ROMNEY FROM PAGE 1
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The #MeToo movement was supposed 
to be a national reckoning, an exposure 
of the frequency of sexual violence across 
America — from Hollywood to government 
to college campuses. Rice, to its credit, 
has attempted to reduce the frequency of 
assault in a number of ways. The Critical 
Thinking in Sexuality program is a strong 
step beyond our peer institutions, and Rice 
is reportedly reevaluating the practices 
of Student Judicial Programs after the 
departures of Donald Ostdiek, the former 
associate dean of undergraduates, and 
Lisa Zollner, the former director of SJP. But 
we, as students, have to acknowledge that 
Rice is an outlier. In much of the country, 
this issue is largely swept under the rug.

In fact, the current presidential 
administration has a record of tolerating 
sexual misconduct. Let us not forget 
the “Access Hollywood” tape in which 
President Donald Trump said “I don’t even 
wait. And when you’re a star, they let you 
do it. You can do anything. Grab ’em by the 
pussy. You can do anything.” Betsy DeVos, 
United States secretary of education, is 
actively working to undermine Title IX 
protections that ensure all universities, not 
just Rice, appropriately investigate sexual 
assault cases. And now, the response 
of Republican senators to Dr. Christine 
Blasey Ford’s gut-wrenching testimony 
about her allegations of sexual assault 
indicates that the #MeToo reckoning may 
not have been much of a reckoning at all.

Ford’s Senate testimony alleging 
that Supreme Court nominee Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh sexually assaulted her, 
backed up by therapist notes from 2012 
and a polygraph, warrants thorough and 
genuine consideration. The confirmation 
process is not a court trial seeking a 
conviction. This is a job interview. In 
Kavanaugh’s job interview, he displayed 

stunning lack of judicial temperament, 
evaded questions and revealed his 
partisan belief that Ford’s allegation is 
part of a liberal political hit. And, as if 
there were not already a litany of reasons 
to reject Kavanaugh’s nomination — 
particularly his far-right-wing judicial 
activism — a single credible claim of 
assault, let alone three, should preclude 
his confirmation to a lifetime seat on the 
most powerful court in the nation. 

The Republicans on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee have already 

behaved abhorrently in defending a 
nominee accused of sexual assault. 
Confirming Kavanaugh would send a 
dark message: Not only can rapists evade 
punishment, but they can also reach the 
absolute pinnacle of their profession. The 
Senate has an opportunity to reject this 
nominee and approve the nomination of 
yet another white, hyper-conservative 
man, but hopefully one without a history 
of sexual violence. Kavanaugh will not 
go to jail but will return to his cushy 
court seat, and he will be perfectly fine 
as this episode fades from national 
consciousness. 

The potential confirmation of 
Kavanaugh may elicit fear or anger, but 
it does not justify complacency. At Rice, 
we must not tolerate misconduct. We 
should call our senators and express our 
opinions about Kavanaugh. We should 
organize protests. We should vote in the 
midterms and encourage others to do the 
same. Most important, though, is that we 
believe women when they come forward 
and demand that survivors be heard.

Confirming Kavanaugh sends wrong message
OP-ED

MADDY 
SCANNELL
MARTEL COLLEGE 
SOPHOMORE

STAFF
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Texas is dead last in the nation in voter turnout, according 
to census data (see p. 1), and the problem is even worse 
among younger Texans — a paltry 27.3 percent of college-age 
Texans  made it to the polls in the 2016 presidential election.

In midterm elections, the problem is even worse. Only 11 
percent of Texans aged 18 to 24 reported voting in the 2014 
midterms, a stark contrast to the more than half of Texans above 
65 who reported voting.

When reported in these terms, the problem is clear: We as young 
people don’t vote. But we should — even in midterm elections. We 
are the age group who should care the most about the decisions our 
lawmakers make about our future. Whether you’re worried about 
the national debt, the social safety net or our national defense, our 
future depends on who we elect to lead our city, state and nation.

This week is your last chance to make sure you have a voice 
in your future. To register, reach out to members of Civic Duty 

Rice, the Center for Civic Leadership or Rice University Young 
Democrats for a voter registration form. Each organization has 
been active in making sure Rice students are registered to vote 
(see p. 1). Mail your application by Tuesday, Oct. 9, and don’t 
forget to vote on Nov. 6. 

If you’re a U.S. citizen eligible to vote, and you live in 
Texas — even if you’re just here for school — you’re eligible 
to vote here, according to the Texas secretary of state. And 
this year, Texas is a swing state — upstart Democratic Rep. 
Beto O’Rourke is running for Senate, and he’s in a tight race 
with incumbent Sen. Ted Cruz.

Twenty percent of non-voting young people reported that 
they simply weren’t interested in casting a ballot in 2016. If 
you’re in that population, we have a message for you: Get 
interested, because this time, your voice will be more crucial 
than ever.

Judge Brett Kavanaugh, if confirmed to 
the Supreme Court, will take the seat left by 
retiring justice Anthony Kennedy. Though 
nominally a Republican, Kennedy was the 
swing vote on a variety of 5-4 decisions. 
Kavanaugh, conversely, would be the sec-
ond most conservative justice on the court, 
according to political scientist Lee Epstein. 
This change in the court’s ideological 
makeup would likely make Chief Justice 
John Roberts the new swing vote. 

The Supreme Court generally moves 
slowly, deferring to precedent except in 
rare cases, preferring evolutionary to rev-
olutionary change. It’s thus unlikely that 
key precedents like Roe v. Wade would be 
directly overturned. Incremental chang-
es, though, are not necessarily insignifi-
cant changes. 

I’ll use abortion rights as an example. 
While the court is unlikely to reverse Roe 
entirely, the court may make it tougher to 
get an abortion. One of the key differences 
on reproductive issues between the court’s 
liberal and conservative justices is on ques-
tions about the so-called “undue burden” 

standard first laid out in Planned Parent-
hood v. Casey, in which the court weighs the 
state interests served by a statute against 
the burden that the statute imposes on a 
woman’s right to an abortion. While Ken-
nedy often sided with the liberal justices on 
questions of undue burden, Roberts’ inter-
pretation of the undue burden test is likely 
to move the court slowly to the right on the 
issue, making abortions less available in 
conservative states.

So, while it seems improbable that the 
Roberts Court will overturn key precedents 
like Roe or Obergefell v. Hodges (which le-
galized same-sex marriage), the court will 
almost certainly move significantly to the 
right — just not as fast as you might think.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Voter Registration Closes Oct. 9. Not from Texas? No Problem.

Editor’s Explainer: Roberts would be key
OP-ED

A single credible claim 
of assault, let alone 
three, should preclude 
his confirmation to a 
lifetime seat on the most 
powerful court in the 
nation.

CARTOON BY MARLENA FLECK

EDITORIAL CARTOON

ERIC STONE
WIESS COLLEGE 
SENIOR

OPINION EDITOR

INERTIA:

This week’s online opinions
Christine Zhao expands on what Kavanaugh means 
for #MeToo and Daniel Uwanamodo hilariously 
deconstructs why you shouldn’t lie.
See more at ricethresher.org

The Court Moves to the Right



But Brotzen, a Brown College junior, 
said simply registering isn’t enough.

“Registration isn’t the finish line. You 
have to show up on election day to have 
your voice be heard,” he said. “We think of 
registration as one of the steps in achieving 
your civic duty.”

The Young Democrats have done their 
voter registration and outreach on behalf of 
Democratic candidates like Beto O’Rourke, 
nominee for the U.S. Senate election in 
Texas, and Todd Litton, who is running 
to represent Rice’s district — Texas’ 2nd 
Congressional District — in the House of 

Representatives.
Brotzen said he thinks of Texas more as 

a non-voting state than a Republican state, 
and that he is optimistic that young people 
will turn out in large numbers and elect 
Democrats to Congress.

“If we could turn out every voter that 
voted for Hillary Clinton, Beto O’Rourke 
would win the election in a landslide,” 
Brotzen said. “If we’re close, I don’t know 
how I would be able to live with myself 

knowing I didn’t go to vote.”
Texas is one of 12 states that does not 

have electronic voting, and Brotzen said he 
believes this is one of many efforts by the 
Republican-controlled legislature to create 
barriers to voters.

“The way I see it, Republicans have a 
vested interest in making the process as 
daunting as possible,” Brotzen said. “They 
don’t really want students or Spanish-
only speakers, or immigrants new to the 
country, to vote.”

Juliette Turner, president of the Rice 
University College Republicans and 
Duncan College junior, said her party 
has no interest in preventing citizens 
from voting. 

“That’s just not true,” she said in 
response to Brotzen’s comment. “We 
want every citizen in this nation to be 
able to vote, and we have placed no 
barriers and do not approve of placing 
any barriers to that occurring.”

The College Republicans have a 
membership of about 50 students, and 
most of them are already registered to 
vote, according to Turner. For this reason, 
the club has been focusing its efforts on 
candidate and issue education. One way 
they’ve done this is through Tuesday 
topic lunches, where members meet 
weekly to discuss political issues.

Topics have included gun control 
and, more recently, the Supreme Court 
nomination, Turner said.

“We have been talking a lot about the 
Supreme Court debates that have been going 
on and how much importance this election 
has in regard to what’s going on right now 
with the hearings,” Turner said. “If for some 
reason [Senators] don’t vote soon, it’s possible 
that this election will have great bearing on 
future nominees to the Supreme Court.”

Even though the College Republicans are 
focused on education and awareness, Turner 
said her club would love to participate in a 
voter registration drive. She said they haven’t 
been invited to participate in one by any other 
clubs on campus. 

Regarding the Senate race, Turner said 
she has observed much more student 
activism on the left than the right. She said 
she attributes this to party loyalty rather 
than candidate assessment.

“I attribute the large support for Beto 
to the blue wave craze —  the Democratic 
Party’s blind desire to turn Texas blue, 
not necessarily because Beto is the best 
candidate,” Turner said.

Turner said the College Republicans have 
endorsed incumbent Sarah Davis, running to 

represent Texas’ 134th Congressional District, 
incumbent Greg Abbott running for Texas 
governor, and Dan Crenshaw, running for 
Texas’ 2nd Congressional District.

As for the Senate race, Turner said the 
club is sticking with their party.

“Oh, we’re definitely supporting [Ted] 
Cruz,” she said.

In addition to helping students find 
fellowships, running programs like 
Alternative Spring Break and awarding 
certificates in leadership, Rice’s Center for 
Civic Leadership is encouraging student 
political involvement through the RICEngage 
initiative, which includes a comprehensive 
page on their website with information about 
voting.

Jorge Pineda, communications specialist 
at the CCL, said getting students out to the 
polls correlates directly with the center’s 
mission.

“The reason [students voting] matters to us 
is because we always encourage our students 
to be a part of making a change in society,” he 
said. “Not just in their own communities, but 
with everything around them.”

In addition to the tab on their website, the 
CCL organized a voter drive with Civic Duty 
Rice on Sept. 25, which was National Voter 
Registration day. According to Pineda, 86 
students registered to vote at the drive and 
many others signed voting pledges, which will 
be mailed back to them closer to November as 
a reminder to vote.

The deadline to register to vote in Texas is 
Oct. 9. Early voting spans from Oct. 22 to Nov. 2, 
and election day is Nov. 6.
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simona m.
Hot as hell, just like the theme 

promised. There was space 
for everyone to dance, but 
somehow it was still crazy 

sweaty.

Your typical public. Lots 
of sweaty people flailing 

around. Some might argue it 
passed for dancing.

B

B

By the time I got there, the 
pizza had moved on into a 

better place

I didn’t get any. But accord-
ing to Emily Abdow, “there 
was pizza.” That’s an A in 

my book. 

B

A

I really enjoyed the music and the 
surprise “High School Musical” 
track was unexpectedly appre-

ciated.

Outstanding. For a party with a “hell” 
theme, the music was actually very 

pleasant.

A

A

 A lot of people dressed up, which 
is always a good time. The crowd 

looked devilishly handsome.

The paint on the floor that looked 
like blood was a nice touch, but it 

must have looked strange at brunch 
in the commons the next day.

B

B+

The party was solid, but 
hanging around for too long 
would definitely lead to heat 

exhaustion.

Certainly not as hellish as Jones 
Jungle, despite the theme.

B+

A-

When youth don’t vote, 
they don’t make a place 
for us at the table. 

Sonia Torres
CIVIC DUTY RICE VICE PRESIDENT

Meredith McCain talks to Houston-area students at the inaugural Houston 
Youth Voters Conference. The conference was a multi-university effort to 
increase political engagement among students.

Policy experts, politicians and students discuss voter mobilization and 
activism at the conference. Civic Duty Rice, who hosted the conference, said 
they registered over 210 students to vote this semester.

courtesy leya mohsin

courtesy leya mohsin

RICE COLLEGE REPUBLICANS
partisan

jones sophomore

naomi h. The blood of the damned 
welcomed me as I passed 

into hell.

A+
I arrived in time to witness 
the boulder-sized pizza on 

display, but not soon enough 
to partake in it.

B
It was all about that bass, 
with absolutely no treble. 
The A/C could have used a 

boost too.

C+
Aside from NOD, this is the most 

dedicated I’ve seen a crowd 
dress up for a theme. Devil horns 

and red capes abounded.

A
Contemplating my own mor-
tality and moshing with 500 

of my closest friends.

B+

VOTING FROM PAGE 1

CENTER FOR CIVIC LEADERSHIP
nonpartisan

Registration isn’t the 
finish line. You have to 
show up on election day 
to have your voice be 
heard. 

Franz Brotzen
YOUNG DEMOCRATS PRESIDENT
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RICE RECS 

We asked the Rice community to send in their favorite restaurants, date spots, bars 

the Thresher presents 

and more from around Houston. 

You voted. We listened. Over the summer, the Thresher distributed a poll to the Rice community asking for 
recommendations on the best places to eat, drink and have fun near Rice’s campus. Want to know the best place to 
satisfy your late-night food craving, where to bring your parents to introduce them to Texas barbeque or the venue 
to bring your crush to impress them on your first date? You’ll find all the answers in the Thresher’s second annual 

Rice Recs. 

see inside for Rice’s recommendations 

design by sumin hwang and lisa shi 
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BOBA

Don’t let the proliferation of very mediocre 
boba shops near Rice (I’m looking at you, 
Teahouse) deter you from heading to Montrose 
for Kung Fu Tea. Boba is supposed to serve 
a purpose in the drink – rather than default 
to hard, flavorless clumps, KFT makes fresh, 
chewy boba filled with subtle flavor. Coupled 
with tasty and authentic flavors, the drinks 
at KFT will have your roommates begging 
you to bring some back. However, beware the 
snacks: they are overpriced and not worth it.

KUNG FU 
TEA

COFFEE

Waking up early on Sundays can be hard. 
Brunch is nowhere to be seen until nearly 
noon, and we have to make do with servery 
coffee and Flo Paris until Coffeehouse opens 
at 2 p.m. If you’re an early bird, head to 
Montrose’s Siphon Coffee — the ideal spot for 
a latte, a pastry, and a cozy space to get some 
work done. Siphon is named for its siphon 
brewers, which look like glass balloons and 
make for extraordinary coffee. Pair your drink 
with the daily muffin (ask them to warm it up!) 
and make yourself at home in the rustic chic 
interior that looks straight out of Queer Eye.

SIPHON
COFFEE

HAPPY

H O U R

Monday through Friday from 3 to 6 pm, $5 drinks 
and discounted pitchers — Mi Luna has made 
its way to Rice students’ hearts with its happy 
hour deals and delicious food.  In addition to its 
tasty Sangria, Mojito and other popular drinks, 
the menu is full of small plates called tapas, 
which feature the flavors and classics of Spanish 
cuisine. Sharing is a great strategy for trying 
more of their plates without breaking the bank, 
or you can make it the dinner spot where your 
family splurges on you when they visit. Try it out 
on your next happy hour outing and be sure to 
check the website calendar for their live dance 

and music performances!

MI LUNA

BURGERS

A relative newcomer to Rice Village, Hopdoddy has 
quickly become a go-to among Rice students for its 
variety of specialty burgers, bowls of truffle fries with 
aioli sauce and its milkshakes including the Nutella 
Chocolate Pretzel and other boozier options. For those 
of drinking age, Hopdoddy’s happy hour, Monday 
through Friday from 3 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., offers drinks 
as well as fries and the “brew burger” for only $5. A 
classic happy hour order is the Skinny Dip — the 
priciest drink on the menu and a combo of a Coronita 
turned upside-down in a frozen margarita. Finally, 
your vegetarian friends can come along as Hopdoddy 
offers the Impossible Burger with its savory patty made 

from plants.

HOPDODDY

PIZZA

This isn’t just the chain pizza that you get for showing 
up early to a public. In a city of mediocre pizza spots, 
Star Pizza lives up to its name. You can get any of their 
pies New York or Chicago style, or as a personal pizza. 
You can’t go wrong with one of the vegetarian options 
like the Joe’s, topped with spinach and garlic, or 
something meatier like the Starburst with ground beef, 
italian sausage and pepperoni. The restaurant exudes 
family-style vibes that make you want to dine in and 

share a meal with friends, and is decently priced. 

STAR PIZZA

DRINKS

Photo Courtesy Yelp

Photo Courtesy Siphon Coffee

Photo Courtesy Yelp

Photo Courtesy Culturemap Houston

Photo Courtesy Yelp
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CHINESE

Chinatown might be eight whole miles away 
from Rice, but don’t settle for Americanized 
Chinese takeout. A staple of Montrose, Mala 
features traditional Sichuan Chinese dishes, 
so spice-averse foodies beware – ”ma” refers to 
the numbing spice that pervades most dishes 
and leaves patrons sweating. Come for their 
well-known aromatic spicy chicken and red-oil 
dumplings and be sure to try out their simply 
cooked vegetable dishes as well. Bonus: Mala is 
walking distance from Half Price Books and Kung 

Fu Tea, making it a great date spot. 

MALA
SICHUAN

RAMEN

JINYA is a few stops away on the METRORail, 
which inevitably makes it a hot spot for Saturday 
night dinners. If you subsist on Maruchan Ramen, 
know that JINYA is quite different. It styles after 
traditional Japanese ramen and features soup bases 
of shoyu, miso and tonkotsu. Bowls include ajitama 
(salty half-cooked eggs) and chashu (thinly sliced 
pork that melts in the mouth), but JINYA offers a 
wide variety of takes on ramen – including a superb 
vegan option. Be sure to arrive early to avoid hour-
long waits, and cut the fat: Finding space for more 

than six people is almost impossible.

JINYA 
RAMEN BAR

SUSHI

A veritable legend among Rice students, this 
upscale Japanese restaurant is the place of choice 
for parent-funded dinners and celebrations. 
More traditional sushi options are complemented 
by outlandish fusion dishes that are out of this 
world in both creativity and taste. Even those 
who are hesitant about sushi won’t be able to 
fault the rich, melt-in-your-mouth experience of 
Uchi sushi. Though Uchi is pricey, check out their 
happy hour — they have great deals on sake and 
light bites, for prices you’ll like almost as much 

as the sushi. 

UCHI

ASIAN FOOD

DESSERTS
Photo Courtesy Good Eats  Houston Photo Courtesy Jinya Ramen Bar Photo Courtesy Uchi

SHIPLEY DO-NUTS
A Houston legend. It’s everyone’s neighborhood doughnut shop. It’s 
the breakfast for the rest of us. It’s the Marvin Zindler of breakfast 
shops. If you’ve never had a Texas kolache before, this is the place to 
start. The kolaches you’ll find here aren’t those expensive fruit-filled 
pastries beloved by hipsters and yuppies alike — they’re just sausage, 
cheese and sometimes jalapeño inside a yeasty roll that’s microwaved 
to order. Other highlights include glazed donuts, filled donuts and an 
assortment of other breakfast pastries. Grab a friend, catch the light rail 

up to Wheeler and enjoy the breakfast of the people.

Photo Courtesy Yelp

This Austin born ice cream shop is a favorite around town. Its creative 
flavors and the typical “Keep Austin Weird” vibe often keep the line 
out the door. Amy’s is open late, offers dairy-free options and if you are 
feeling adventurous, there is always a tasty flavor that contains alcohol. 
Make sure to try their wide array of toppings. Amy’s is well known for 

toppings being masterfully mixed into 
your ice cream. You might get to see 

a flying ice cream scoop!

AMY’S ICE CREAM

Photo Courtesy  
Eater Austin



10  • WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2018 RICE RECS

BREAKFAST

FOOD TRUCK

YOYO’S HOT DOGS

LA
TE NIGHT

During O-Week, House of Pies becomes the go-to late night spot 
for hungry new students and advisors alike. If you walk in on the 
Wednesday of O-Week, you’re likely to see every Rice student that 
you’ve ever met in your undergraduate career  —  and for good 
reason! House of Pies offers cheap, delicious, freshly-baked pies that 
will serve as the sugary pick-me-up you need at 2 a.m. The service is 
quick, and the decor is classic. Try their famous Bayou Goo pie, and 

then maybe try two or three more pies. You deserve it!

HOUSE OF PIES

TEX MEX

Texas native or not, there’s nothing better than great Tex-Mex. And 
there’s no greater Tex-Mex in Houston than Chuy’s. Their signature 
creamy jalapeñno dip is so good you’ll want to put it on everything 
you order, and the eclectic decor of this Houston favorite will spice up 
your food outing. Chuy’s serves up all your favorite Tex-Mex classics: 
sizzling fajitas, cheesy enchiladas, giant burritos and more, all made 
with their hand-made tortillas. With its unmistakable retro neon sign 

and great flavors, Chuy’s is impossible to ignore.

CHUY’S TEX MEX

BR
EA

KFAST TACOS

Torchy’s may be best known for its queso, but its breakfast tacos are just as 
good. The Rice Village favorite is great at experimenting with flavors — try the 
Wrangler, loaded with eggs, potatoes and brisket or try the Migas for a mix of 
eggs, avocado, pico de gallo and chiles. If you want a more traditional breakfast 
taco, you can get a simple option with some combination of eggs, potato, 
cheese and bacon. Don’t forget to top it with one of Torchy’s signature sauces!

TORCHY’S TACOS

BRUNCH

Are you craving pancakes? Maybe really dense pancakes that will glue your 
mouth shut with chocolate and caramel? Maybe you’re trying to embark upon 
the greatest cheat day of your whole life? Well, lemme tell you, you’ve gotta get 
to Snooze Eatery as quick as you can. Order yourself a smorgasbord of breakfast 
delicacies, along with some burritos and tacos. Arrive really early on weekdays, 
or really, really early on the weekends, lest you spend 2-3 hours waiting outside 

of this extremely popular breakfast spot.

SNOOZE,
AN A.M. EATERY

Photo Courtesy Eater Houston

Photo Courtesy Community Impact Newspaper

If it’s 3 a.m. on a Friday night and you’re having some midnight munchies, Yoyo’s small hot dog stand 
in Rice Village will help satisfy those cravings. His stand offers either veggie (yes, vegetarians are 
welcome as well) or 100 percent beef hot dogs that sit on buns grilled with cream cheese and pepper. 
They’re covered in sriracha, curry ketchup, spicy mustard, caramelized onions and fried onions — all 
strong ingredients that will have your mouth salivating as soon as you stand in line. With only one 
thing on the menu, his specialty has become a well-known staple in the Village that won’t leave you 

disappointed.
Photo Courtesy Eater Houston

Photo Courtesy Eater Houston

Photo Courtesy Chuy’s Tex Mex
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VE
GETARIAN

Whether you’re vegan, vegetarian, gluten free, dairy free, or eat 
everything under the sun, True Food Kitchen has something for you. 
Have a friend who doesn’t understand how someone could eat only 
vegetables? Take them here — every dish is packed with unbelievable 
amounts of flavor and tons of different textures, leaving you loving 
both the taste and the guilt-free feeling of eating super healthy. Try 
the kale and grapefruit guacamole or the seasonal ingredient salad 
for just a glimpse into the healthy flavor combinations that can be 

found here.

TRUE FOOD KITCHEN
Meat-lovers and vegans alike are sure to find a gourmet sandwich 
favorite at Local Foods, which boasts a variety of locally sourced 
ingredients in every dish. Enjoy their iconic “Crunchy” Chicken 
sandwich or tasty vegetarian options like the Quinoa Burger amidst 
the restaurant’s trendy, hipster ambience (think California vibes). 
Although it’s a little pricey, the freshness of ingredients, savory 
pretzel buns and (relatively) guilt-free dining experience are enough 

to justify the cost.

LOCAL FOODS

BBQ

Goode Company lives up to its name in every sense. Like any decent barbeque place, the meat is 
outstanding — the brisket, sausage, ribs, ham and turkey are all great, especially when covered 
in the Goode Company barbeque sauce. What really sets Goode Company apart is its sides. The 
jalapeno pinto beans and jambalaya complement the main dishes extremely well. But the best 
side of all is the jalapeno cheese bread. Make sure to have a piece with your meal — you won’t 

regret it. 

GOODE COMPANY

SA
NDWHICH

COMFORT

F O O D
of these recommendations 
are 2 miles or fewer away 
from Rice’s campus.

Photo Courtesy OpenTable Photo Courtesy Houston Hotspots

Photo Courtesy Full Custom Gospel BBQ

There are two common struggles Rice students face: grinding away at 2 a.m. on homework or 
stumbling around on the weekend looking for the nearest munchie. Luckily, Raising Cane’s is 
a one-stop-shop solution for all possible late night cravings (I mean late night, not O-Week-10-
p.m.-is-late late night). Open til 3 a.m., Cane’s offers deliciously crunchy chicken tenders coupled 
with incredible sauce. What’s in the sauce? No one knows, but it’s bound to make you shed a few 

happy tears in your times of desperation. Pro-tip: Swap your coleslaw for an extra Texas toast.

RAISING CANE’S

Photo Courtesy Odyssey
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ENTERTAINMENT

BAR
AXELRAD

MFAH

OUTDOOR SPACE
HERMANN PARK

DATE SPOT

The Museum of Fine Arts Houston is 
the ideal date spot for Rice students. 

Admission to the permanent exhibit is 
free (thanks to RPC’s Passport to Houston) 

and what better place to get away with brief 
moments of silence (not awkward, you’re 

just admiring the art!). The museum is full of 
romantic, potential first-hand-hold spots, and 
if you don’t get through the whole thing, you 
have the perfect excuse for a second date. Don’t 
forget to check out the new Cloud Column (aka 

Houston’s bean). 

Photo Courtesy Common Ground

Photo Courtesy Houstonia

Photo Courtesy Paper City

Modern and clean, White Oak Music Hall is a perfect concert venue for smaller 
artists and bands. The venue allows for an intimate, but still accommodating, 
space that allows all concertgoers to fully immerse themselves in whomever 
they’re there for, whether they’re cramming to the front or chilling in the back. 
The bigger downstairs room and smaller upstairs room both have great sound 
and lighting, amazing air conditioning, spacious and clean bathrooms, and 
efficient, helpful staff. With affordable ticket prices, you are guaranteed to have 

an unforgettable experience. 

WHITE OAK MUSIC HALL
CONCERT VENUE

Looking for a study break that’s an escape into nature? Just across 
the street from campus, Hermann Park offers peaceful paths through 
the Japanese Garden as well as the more populated and iconic Mary 
Gibbs and Jesse H. Jones Reflection Pool (JIBA!) and the Pioneer 
Monument obelisk. Also iconic is the McGovern Centennial Gardens 
with its 30-foot-tall Garden Mount that rises up in a spiral and includes 
a waterfall flowing down into the rest of the gardens. The best part? If 
you don’t feel like walking, you can hop on the Hermann Park Railroad 
for an 18-minute journey around the park. Since you’re probably over 

the age of 12, you don’t need to be accompanied by an adult!

Photo Courtesy Visit Houston

If you’re looking for a night out with chiller vibes than downing 
a pitcher of margs at Mi Luna, consider Axelrad. With plenty of 
hammock-based seating, Axelrad literally does not let you remain 
uptight — unless you’re really into getting an ab workout in. While 
there is some indoor seating, the vibe is similar to hanging out in a 
good friend’s backyard, complete with the multicolored lights and 
the sky open above you. With local craft beers available starting at 

$3, you can just lean back, relax and enjoy.
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SERVICE

HAIRCUT

GROCERY STORE

BEAUTY

H-E-B

H-E-B is a Texan classic. For all of you out-of-state residents, we’d like to extend a formal apology, because, 
until this point, you were never able to experience the magic of the best grocery store around. H-E-B has a 
great selection of fruits and veggies, and while the produce may not always be as cheap as other grocery 
stores in the area, the number of choices is unbeatable. This grocery store is also renowned for its private 
label collection, which is usually cheaper than other competing options and often tastier. And, if you’re 
trying to cross off two Texas-bucket-list items at once  —  congrats! H-E-B sells Whataburger products like 
spicy ketchup, so you can shop for essentials while also experiencing the majesty of Texas’ most famous 

fast-food chain.

BE
AU

TY
 AND BROW

BI
CH

 NGA

Photo Courtesy Rivard Report

Photo Courtesy Yelp

Photo Courtesy Foursquare

If you want your eyebrows to be on fleek, this is the place to go. A mere 10 minutes 
from Rice, Beauty and Brow has Yelp review after Yelp review that stand as 
testaments to the service that you’ll receive here. They are known most for their 
eyebrow threading, and many claim that this is the only place in Houston that 
they’ll go because of their amazing service and even better results. They have 
flexible hours, little to no wait time and affordable prices, making them the ideal 

brow place for the busy Rice student. 

You may not have heard of Bich Nga Hair Design before but this 
salon is said to give great and CHEAP haircuts! Only a METRO ride 
away, Bich Nga is in the Midtown area, and right across the street 
from Les Givral’s. You can get that long needed haircut and treat 
yourself to a delicious Bahn Mi all in the same trip. Be sure to call 
ahead for an appointment and bring cash because it is cash only! 
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CHRISTINA TAN
A&E EDITOR

Since you’ve probably scored your pass 
to Austin City Limits via desperate posts 
on Rice Students Selling Stuff, planning 
and organization might not be your forte. 
However, situational awareness and 
forethought are critical to an enjoyable ACL 
experience – without them, you’re going to 
subject yourself to a weekend of misery and 
stress. Check out some tips and a packing 
list from a similarly disorganized ACL-goer 
to make sure all of your boxes are checked.

BASIC PACKING LIST
To bring: wristband, phone, fanny pack, 

small sunscreen bottle (non-aerosol), 
empty water vessel, portable charger, credit 
card/cash, sunglasses and printed map.

Not to bring: bags with more than one 
pocket, liquids, umbrellas, professional 
cameras (detachable lenses) or outside 
food or beverage. Also, in case you were 
considering it: frisbees, spiked jewelry, 
explosives or inflatables.

STAKE OUT YOUR FAVES
But only if they’re really, truly, deeply 

your faves. Standing at their stage from 11 
a.m. until their headlining act at 8 p.m. 
might sound like a great idea, but spending 
nine hours in the merciless sun with 
thousands of bodies pushing up against 
you while you barely tolerate the preceding 
acts is not necessarily the most productive 
way to spend your time. Instead, consider 
staying at stages for multiple favorite acts 
in a row and move forward in the crowd 
when each act ends. You’ll end up closer 
without enduring significant bodily harm, 
and you’ll have the opportunity to start 
your wait at a more reasonable time.

PLAN YOUR TRANSPORTATION IN ADVANCE
Don’t expect to successfully hail an 

Uber or Lyft out of the festival when 
your phone signal is nonexistent. With 
hundreds of thousands of people using the 
LTE network, you can fully expect either 

$80 surge-priced Ubers or no Ubers at all. 
Instead, plan to walk a few miles out from 
Zilker Park before hailing a ride-share, or 
take the free festival bus downtown, where 
signal and civilization actually exist.

BRING A PORTABLE CHARGER
Better yet, be prepared to be offline. 

As mentioned before, signal is a precious 
resource at any festival, and you can expect 
to spend most of your time either filming 
poor quality videos or screaming into the 
phone as you try to locate your friends. 
Either way, battery is essential. 

MAKE IT A PICNIC
ACL’s chosen seating situation is the 

grass, so consider bringing a decent-sized 
picnic blanket to plop down on. This is a 
great move for when you want to listen to 
a band’s performance but don’t really care 
about how they look doing it. It’s also a way 
to avoid fire ant bites.

HYDRATE OR DIEDRATE
Bringing an empty water vessel (bottle 

or sack) allows you to take advantage of 
ACL’s numerous free water stations. The 

alternative is paying ludicrous amounts to 
avoid heat stroke and dehydration in the 
very hot Texas weather. If you’re drinking, 
sweating and dancing, both conditions are 
very likely without hefty gulps of H2O.

IGNORE OR EMBRACE THE CRAZIES
People will be riding the vibes, the 

drugs they’re on or the shots they’ve taken, 
so be prepared to deal with all kinds of 
craziness. Sometimes, this can come in 
chaotic good forms (Dancing! Sharing, 
uh, resources! Bonding over your love 
for music!) but oftentimes it comes in 
chaotic evil forms (Spilling beer literally 
everywhere! Shoving! Screaming in your 
face! Catcalling!). The best thing to do in 
the latter situation is to roll your eyes and 
move on.

KEEP AN OPEN MIND
No matter how thoroughly you plan, 

things are bound to go somewhat haywire. 
Be open to alternatives to your plan, such 
as seeing a different artist or walking a few 
extra miles. In the end, you paid to have 
fun – don’t let the concept of a “ruined 
plan” deter you from reaching that goal.

ARTS&ENTERTAINMENT
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THE WEEKLY SCENE

DAISO OPENING
Iconic Japanese bargain chain store 
Daiso is soon making an appearance 
on Westheimer. With its grand opening 
on Friday at 10 a.m., Daiso will give 
its first 100 patrons a free goodie bag. 
Go check out the store for all of your 
Japanese-style dollar store needs. 

Daiso
11151 Westheimer Road

GREEK FESTIVAL
Rice might not have Greek life, but 
Houston has a Greek festival. The 
52nd annual Original Greek festival 
on Thursday to Sunday will feature 
homemade food and traditional Greek 
dancing. Admission is free, and the 
event will take place rain or shine.

3511 Yoakum Blvd.
greekfestival.org

CLAMATO MICHE-
LADA FESTIVAL

You’ve had Coffeehouse’s mangonada, 
but it’s time to up your game – Houston’s 
annual Clamato Michelada festival will 
feature authentic food, live music and 
free samples of micheladas. The event is 
free and runs from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Saturday.

Guadalupe Plaza Park
2311 Runnels St.

SAWYER YARDS 
ART STROLL

Head to Sawyer Yards on Saturday from 4 
p.m. to 9 p.m. to see works by more than 300 
Houston artists. Visitors are invited to stroll 
among the Yards’ six studio buildings to 
chat with artists who work in media ranging 
from painting to mosaic to ceramics.

Sawyer Yards
2101 Winter St.

For heavier-duty sound, The 
Wombats bring it with passionate 
vocals and frequent guitar riffing. 

FOR STUDYING IN COFFEEHOUSE 
Listening to Houston-based Thai 

funk band Khruangbin feels like 
floating in meditation. Lyricless, the 
sound evokes a feeling of tranquility 
through gentle beats and faint 
humming.

For similar elevator music vibes 
but with distinguishable lyrics, singer 
Blood Orange brings a soul touch to 
the indie genre. And for those who 
want to be as hipster as Chaüs’s 
baristas, Japanese Breakfast fills 
the “fashionably hip” category with 
alternatively soft and raspy vocals that 
croon about self-healing and science.

FOR HEADBANGING AND BOPPIN’
Electronic duo Sofi Tukker brings the 

heat in their disparate instrumentals, 
ranging from cowbells to castanets. 
Paired with strange, distorted vocals 
and a consistently aggressive drum 
beat, Sofi Tukker’s music is great for 
pregaming. Similarly, pop artist Mikky 
Ekko (featured on Rihanna’s “Stay”) 
brings a diverse range of sound with 
one unifying factor – his angelic voice.

FOR THOUGHT-PROVOKING JAM SESSIONS
Rapper Noname brings her spoken 

word background to her music, which 
features precocious lyrics and complex 
discussions about gentrification, 
death and introspections on her life 
thus far. Like Noname herself, who 
produces music independent of labels, 
her music is honest and surprisingly 
unpretentious. Similarly ambitious 
rapper Topaz Jones opines about topics 
like police brutality over upbeat, funky 
beats. 

FOR THOSE AMBIGUOUSLY MOODY TIMES
Experience the melancholy 

vocals of Rhye using noise-canceling 
headphones while staring at the 
ceiling. Careful listeners will be 
delighted by the multi-layered sound 
coupled with classical instrumentals. 
Amber Mark brings soulful vocals to 
her songs (which she also produces 
herself) and uses her music as a tool to 
discuss life issues, such as the death of 
her mom. For those more upbeat (but 
still volatile) moods, slenderbodies’ 
gasping vocals complement sultry 
instrumentals.

Summer isn’t all sunshine
Jeremy Tucker’s new EP “summer,” shows a 
more melancholy side to the season. Listen 
on Spotify and read our review.
See more at ricethresher.org

A SURVIVAL GUIDE FOR AUSTIN CITY LIMITS
FESTIVALS

illustration by esther tang

Martel College senior Athena 
Xu (left) and Lovett College 
junior Jing Manning (right) 
decorate personalized 
lanterns. The activity was 
one of many offered during 
Rice Chinese Students and 
Scholars Association’s Mid-
Autumn Festival Gala. Held 
in the Rice Memorial Center 
Grand Hall, the Gala also 
featured Peking duck, carved 
and served on site by the head 
chef of Spicy Girl. 

CHINA DAY

courtesy sichao zhang

FROM PAGE 1

ACL HIDDEN GEMS

Experience the 
melancholy vocals 
of Rhye using noise-
canceling headphones 
while staring at the 
ceiling.



KATELYN LANDRY
THRESHER STAFF

Hidden in the bustle of downtown 
Houston now lies a vibrant moonscape 
that takes shadow storytelling to a whole 
new level. 

Discovery Green is hosting 
“moonGARDEN,” a unique art installation 
of 22 illuminated spheres, from Sept. 29 
through Oct. 7. The project was created by 
Lucion Traveling Light of Montreal and 
has been seen by over one million people 
worldwide since 2012. According to Lucion 
Media, the content of the spherical “shadow 
theaters” can be customized to fit a chosen 
theme or history. The Houston exhibition of 
“moonGARDEN” is the largest in the United 
States and the first in Texas. The exhibit’s 
welcome sign explains how artists behind 
“moonGARDEN” hope this innovation in 
shadow play “inspires others to dream and 
find their own creativity.” The landscape of 
Discovery Green suits the art installation 
extraordinarily well with plenty of space, 
trees and other complimentary attractions 
such as an illuminated splash pad and the 
famous Gateway Fountain. 

The spheres range from 6 to 30 feet 
in diameter and are scattered throughout 
the Discovery Green lawn and the plaza at 
Avenida Houston. Inside each “bubble” 
are structures and mechanisms that cast 
huge shadows onto the surface. Generated 
by an inner rotating light, these shadows 
provoked excited screams from children and 
some unique Instagram opportunities for 
the hundreds of visitors in attendance. Each 
bubble showcases different silhouettes that 
represent a certain aspect of Houston culture. 
One bubble is meant to represent family, so 
an image of two parents holding their child as 
it takes its first step glides across the surface. 
Another bubble serves as an homage to 
Houston sports by depicting a Houston Texans 
football helmet, a Rockets player making a 
shot and the stadium lights of Minute Maid 
Park. From Oct. 1 to 3, “moonGARDEN” 

offered guided “Twilight Tours” by one of 
Lucion’s contributing artists, who explained 
the design and purpose of each shadow 
theater in order to give audiences a deeper 
understanding of how “moonGARDEN” tells 
the story of Houston.

With light instrumental music playing in 
the background and the spheres reflecting 
in the pond nearby, the atmosphere of 
“moonGARDEN” is practically fairylike. The 
huge bubble-like theaters inspire awe from 
visitors young and old. It’s certainly easy to 
see how the space inspired wonder and play 
for children while providing a serene getaway 
for the adults in attendance. 

“MoonGARDEN” gives Houstonians a 
chance to escape the bustle of the city and be 
captivated by the power of storytelling and 
imagination. The installation undoubtedly 
services Houston families by presenting a 
novel art form that induces that childlike 
curiosity that gets lost in routine. Be sure to 
catch “moonGARDEN” before it’s gone — the 
installation will be on display until Sunday 
Oct. 7 from 6 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
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WHAT’S HIP RIGHT NOW

courtesy dailymail

courtesy betofortexas

courtesy picclick

In a phrase: It may be hip, but it’s NOT 
COOL 
Where to Find Them: you … never do :’(

As we enter our seventh week of classes, 
Houstonians’ reassurances that “the 
weather gets better soon, I swear” are 
starting to sound strained. That strange 
smell emanating from the Kraft building 
construction is only getting worse, and 
the Rice swamp has ruined yet another 
pair of your shoes (I’d give it about a week 
before you cave and realize rain boots 
are the investment of the century). As 
Midterm Misery hits its peak, the rain and 
your tears become one. You’re thinking 
there’s no way things could get worse 
when it happens: Your sweet guardian 
angel is stolen from under your nose. Hold 
on to your loved ones, folks; petty crime is 
rampant in these trying times.

In a phrase: VOTE YOU APATHETIC 
FUCKERS 
Where To Find them: votetexas.gov/
register-to-vote/

Being politically active is in, but belonging 
to Team Beto is H.I.P (HelpIng end the 
chokehold PAC’s have on democracy)!* 
The Houston bubble has been sporting 
the H.I.P. look, something you’d have 
noticed if you actually left this ~politically 
diverse and harmonious campus~ for 
once. Basic human empathy Political 
allegiances aside, this is a shout-out 
to Beto’s campaign team for making 
Houston look good af. Not only is black a 
classic that anyone can pull off, but we’ve 
finally ditched the trite red and/or blue 
campaign colors. Google a Whataburger 
spicy ketchup packet, and the cool points 
only increase. Beto’s campaign team got 
us all out here subconsciously associating 
political activism with our favorite Texas 
fast food! 
*This is my column; the Thresher claims no 
responsibility or else they would have made 
me cover SA’s banalities months ago. 

In a phrase: Boom and Bust Bichez
Where To Find them: Rice Students 
Selling Stuff

Buyers: As the scramble nears its end, the 
truly desperate emerge. Rice’s environment 
is perhaps the least conducive to aesthetic 
photos and your instagram is  d r y i n g  o u 
t. You’re convinced that ACL’s devastatingly 
basic outfits and backgrounds can breathe 
new life into your feed. 
Sellers: You really thought, huh. You 
really thought that even after two midterm 
all-nighters you’d have it in you to stand 
around in your own flesh and sweat 
prison for  h o u r s, not to mention the 
small fortune you’d have to spend on basic 
sustenance. You decide you’re better off 
masturbating sleeping all of recess and 
selling your ticket to some naive sucker. 
Oh, and you may as well jack up the price, 
right? That’s capitalist showbiz, baby.

TRENDING:
The ACL Ticket Economy

TRENDING:
BETO Signs

FASHION:
Stealing Umbrellas

ARELI NAVARRO MAGALLÓN
THRESHER STAFF 

courtesy kevin pena

In a phrase: EBIO Students Hate Him!!!
Where to find Him: Twitter or Youtube

Kevin Peña, otherwise known as “the 
Deer Whisperer” or “Steve Irwin back and 
better than ever,” began making videos 
of his animal friendships in 2016. Since 
then, the 20-year-old’s popularity has 
quickly grown to millions of views per 
video as he’s expanded past feeding birds 
and blaring music to bottle-feeding goats 
while dancing, taking selfies with grinning 
sloths and celebrating Father’s Day with 
each named member of his ‘deer squad.’ 
Check out this self-proclaimed “Dominican 
Snow White” for infectiously, if not slightly 
bizarre, wholesome content. Trust me, 
there’s something about watching the most 
skittish animals strut up to Brother Nature’s 
white maserati, unfazed by his loud voice 
and solid taste in music, that’ll somehow 
be the perfect, most complete escape from 
Rice reality. 

ENTERTAINMENT:
Brother Nature

A Symphony of Silhouettes: Discovery Green presents “moonGARDEN”
LOCAL ART

katelyn landry / thresher

Top: Houstonians vist “moonGARDEN” on Oct. 1. The installation resides in downtown park 
Discovery Green and consists of multi-sized, illuminated orbs.
Bottom: A newlywed couple in attendance during the artist-led Twilight Tour.
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ERIC BARBER
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In its first game this season against a 
Power Five-conference opponent, Rice’s 
football team struggled to get into the game, 
losing to Wake Forest University 56-24. The 
Owls came into the contest having lost their 
last three games, most recently against 
conference rival University of Southern 
Mississippi. The game against Wake Forest 
in Winston-Salem, North Carolina was the 
third road matchup in a row for Rice.

The Owls began the game with a quick 
defensive stop, but it all went downhill 
from that point. After a three-and-out 
from the Rice offense on the ensuing 
possession, the Demon Deacons scored a 
touchdown on five consecutive offensive 
possessions and added a sixth touchdown 
on a fumble recovery.

In the midst of all of Wake Forest’s 
scoring drives, Rice was able to muster only 
one field goal. The score at half time was 42-
3. In the first quarter, the Owls gained only 
21 total yards and converted only one first 

down. Head coach Mike Bloomgren said he 
could not find anything in particular that 
led to the Owls’ slow start.

 “We didn’t perform,” Bloomgren 
said. “And again, we can keep looking at 
it and we have to keep 
evaluating everything 
when the game starts 
off that way. But there’s 
nothing I can point to 
right now.”

From a production 
standpoint, Wake Forest’s 
star receiver Greg Dortch 
torched Rice’s defense 
throughout the matchup. 
Dortch finished the game 
with 163 receiving yards 
and four touchdowns, 
three of which came in 
the first half. According to junior defensive 
tackle Zach Abercrumbia, Rice’s  secondary 
was not to blame for Dortch’s success.

“Anytime a player can come out and 
do something like that, that’s an amazing 
feat,” Abercrumbia said. “You can’t look at 

our safety zone or corners first. You have to 
look at the defensive line. You have to look 
at us and ask what can we do to get to the 
quarterback to affect the decision maker so 
that he can’t just throw it up and let one of 

the best playmakers 
go up there and 
make plays.”

In the second 
half, Rice actually 
outscored the 
Demon Deacons 
21-14, albeit with 
the Wake Forest 
starters sitting from 
around the middle 
of the third quarter 
until the end of the 
game. The Owls 
outgained their 

opponents by more than 100 yards after the 
break.

Much of the offensive production for 
the Owls came from senior running back 
Austin Walter. Walter accrued a career-
high 165 rushing yards and 266 all-purpose 

yards. He totaled two touchdowns in the 
game — one rushing and one receiving.

 Although Bloomgren said he was 
disappointed with the result, he said he 
took some positives from the game.

“Obviously you never want [the] 
scoreboard to look like it does right now,” 
Bloomgren said. “The thing that I would 
say that I’m proudest of is that I challenged 
our kids at halftime to play for each other 
to fight and continue to fight. And I think 
they did that.”

With the loss, the Owls move to 1-4 on 
the season. Rice returns home for its next 
game to face the University of Texas, San 
Antonio. According to Bloomgren, the Owls 
will continue to approach their matchups 
with a positive mindset.

“There’s a lot of work to do right now,” 
Bloomgren said. “We’ve got a really good 
plan for what we can do with these guys 
this week. We learned a lot about some 
young players that I can’t wait to watch the 
film and see exactly how they performed, 
but we’ll be excited to come back home 
next week.”

MADISON BUZZARD
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR 

Brown College defeated Martel College 
13-7 in Powderpuff ’s opening regular 
season game in Sunday’s wet conditions.

The matchup was each college’s first 
regular season game, meaning the result 
will count toward the official record for 
both Brown (1-0) and Martel (0-1). Both 
teams entered the game having lost in the 
preseason. Lovett College defeated Martel 
7-0 and Baker College defeated Brown 25-
13, but those games do not count toward 
the standings. 

Without a clear favorite established, 
both teams sought to take control. Martel 
capitalized early on missed flag-pulls 
and undisciplined defense from Brown, 
mixing up run and pass plays to all parts 
of the field to score a touchdown. After a 
successful extra-point conversion attempt, 

Martel’s offense grabbed an early 7-0 lead.
The first half proved to be a back-and-

forth affair, with each team playing a 
conservative, position-battle game. After 
Brown’s defense earned a scrappy stop 
with only minutes left in the half, Brown 
freshman quarterback Maddie Tumbarello 
connected on a touchdown pass to junior 
receiver Frances Williamson with seconds 
left in the half. 

An unsuccessful conversion attempt 
after Williamson’s touchdown reception 
left the halftime score at 7-6, with Martel 
leading. At this point, neither team had 
a clear stronghold on the game, and as 
a result, the beginning of the second 
half lacked offensive spontaneity or 
firepower. With less than five minutes left 
in the game, it appeared Martel would 
secure a hard-fought, one-point victory.

However, just like in the first half, 
Brown’s offense stepped up in crunch 

time. The team moved down the field 
using a variety of plays: outside run, first 
down. Slant pass, first down. Option run, 
first down.

When Brown’s final drive stalled to 
fourth down and 10 inside Martel’s red 
zone, it appeared as if their efforts would 
fall just short, stymied by an aggressive 
Martel defense. 

That’s when Brown coach John Brown, 
a junior, called one of his favorite plays: 
“Twin Shafts.”

“[The play] has two receivers on the 
right side,” Brown said. “The outside 
receiver runs a post and the inside 
receiver runs a corner, so they cross. The 
quarterback rolls to the right.”

Brown’s play worked to perfection: 
Tumbarello rolled right, diagnosed the 
defense and fired the game-winning 
touchdown pass to freshman receiver 
Hadley Kruse in the corner of the end 

zone. Martel’s defense was left stunned 
as Brown escaped with a narrow six-
point victory.

“It seemed like they played pretty well,” 
Brown said regarding the opposition.

Five other matchups were scheduled to 
follow Brown vs. Martel: Lovett vs. Wiess, Will 
Rice vs. Hanszen, Baker vs. Sid, Duncan vs. 
McMurtry and GSA vs. Jones. Due to heavy, 
ongoing rain, the last four games were all 
postponed. 

Lovett and Wiess College were able to 
play out their first half before inclimate 
weather grinded their 0-0 battle to a halt.

“It’s quite hard to score in the rain,” 
coach Ashwin Varma, a Lovett senior, said.

Last weekend marked three out of the 
last four weekends where the Powderpuff 
coordinators were forced to reschedule 
nearly an entire slate of games. As of 
Sunday night, the reschedule for these 
games is undecided.

Football suffers blowout loss against Wake Forest

You can’t look at our 
safety zone or corners 
first. You have to look 
at us and ask what we 
can do to get to the 
quarterback.
Zach Abercrumbia
JUNIOR DEFENSIVE TACKLE

Martel’s quarterback avoids a Brown defender during Brown’s 13-7 win on Sunday in the opening game of the 2018 Powderpuff season. Though the season 
was originally scheduled to begin on Sept. 22, excessive rain forced the postponement of the opening weekend’s slate until Sunday. However, though there 
were six games scheduled for Sunday, only one was able to be completed, again due to weather. The rest of the games will be made up at a later date.

cloris cai / thresher

RECAP

POWDERPUFF OPENING WEEKEND
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INFO SESSION
Friday, October 12
12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Herring 126
LUNCH PROVIDED

DEPARTMENT OF ART HISTORY

London is the crossroads of the world. Home 
of the prime meridian it has literally defined 
the intersection between two sides of the 
world. We will experience London’s ancient 
past and vibrant future, exploring its history, 
urban fabric and culture. This trip will feature 
immersive experiences including site visits, 
meetings with scholars and professionals 
and museum tours.

HART  
in the  
WORLD

LONDON
SPRING/SUMMER 2019

spring course at Rice + summer course in London

TENNIS

SPENCER MOFFAT
THRESHER STAFF

In its first home tournament of the year, 
the Rice men’s tennis team hosted the Texas 
Tamale Invitational over the weekend. 
Freshman Adam Oscislawski highlighted 
the tournament for the Owls with a win in 
straight sets on Sunday to take third place in 
the B Draw singles. 

The Owls went into the tournament 
missing several key players. Junior Eric 
Rutledge, the top-ranked Owl at No. 98 in 
the Intercollegiate Tennis Association’s 
Singles rankings, missed the tournament 
in preparation for this week’s ITA Men’s All-
American Championships.  Additionally, 
the Owls were without sophomores 
Mohamed Abdel-Aziz, Sumit Sarkar and 
Conrad Russell due to injuries. As a result, 
Rice found itself relying on some new faces.

The first day of the tournament saw three 
Rice players advance to the semifinals, two 
of whom were freshman. Oscislawski won 
two three-set matches against Dylan Loru 
of Nicholls State University and Francisco 
Bendana of the University of the Incarnate 
Word. Sophomore Jakob Eskeland defeated 
Nicholls State’s Toby Lentz, 6-3, 6-3 and 
Jamie Fraser of the University of Louisiana, 
6-1, 6-3. Freshman Karol Paluch dropped 
Nikita Larichev of Army, 6-2, 7-5 and then 
secured the victory against the University 
of Denver’s Pedro Fernandez, 7-6 (5), 7-5 to 
advance to a semifinal matchup. According 
to head coach Efe Ustundag, Paluch’s 
second victory was a hard-fought triumph.

 “It was impressive for Karol to battle 
through a pretty strong second-round match 
in a 7-6 and 7-5 fashion,” Ustundag said. 

The rest of the Owls were not able 
to advance to the semifinals in their 
respective draws. Freshman AJ Valenty 

finished Friday with one win and one loss, 
and despite senior Ashton Duke securing 
a 6-2, 7-6 victory in his second match, his 
first-match loss in the C Draw eliminated 
him from contention.

On day two of the tournament, Eskeland 
dropped a super-set tiebreaker to eventual 
A Draw singles’ champion Chih Chi Huang 
of the University of Texas. In Rice’s second 
semifinal match, Paluch could not overcome 
a first-set tiebreak loss and fell to Tulane 
University’s Dane Esses, 7-6 (6), 6-2. Finally, 
Oscislawski fell to Army West Point’s Diego 
Huttepain, 6-4, 6-2 in the B Draw semifinals.

In the doubles tournament, Eskeland 
and Paluch fell to William Mottet and 
Thomas Rodrigues Lopes of Texas A&M, 
Corpus Christi in the A Draw semifinals 
and subsequently lost in the third-place 
match. Ustundag said he was happy with 
some of the Owls’ doubles play in the 
tournament, but also expressed the need for 
improvement.  

The focal point for the Owls of the 
tournament’s third day was the third-place 
match, where Oscislawski picked up a 
straight set win in the B Draw singles. 

According to Ustundag, the tournament’s 
high volume of matches within a short time 
period marked a major change for new 
collegiate players. 

“The adjustment when you are coming 
from the juniors to college is the lack of 
time in terms of preparation and recovery,” 
Ustundag said. “They are playing non-stop 
in very humid and hard conditions for three 
days straight and you only have one day off 
before you come back to work.”

All eyes will now be on Eric Rutledge 
as he takes on some of the best collegiate 
tennis players in the ITA Men’s All-American 
Championships, which take place from Oct. 
1 to 7 in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

TEXAS TAMALE INVITATIONAL

CONSECUTIVE HOME CONFERENCE VICTORIES 
FOR WKU PRIOR TO SUNDAY’S LOSS57

VOLLEYBALL MOVES UP
MICHAEL BYRNES
SPORTS EDITOR 

Rice’s volleyball team picked up a landmark victory 
on Sunday, defeating four-time defending Conference 
USA champion Western Kentucky University in four 
sets: 25-15, 24-26, 25-22, 25-21. The Owls’ win broke 
the Hilltoppers’ 57 consecutive home-conference-
match winning streak and marked the sixth straight 
victory for Rice on the season. Sophomore outside 
hitter Nicole Lennon starred in the win, recording 
21 kills and 15 digs on the way to her second C-USA 
Offensive Player of the Week award. Two other Owls 
also received weekly awards: Junior libero Lee Ann 
Cunningham was named the Defensive Player of the 
Week and freshman setter Carly Graham received 
the Freshman of the Week award. With the win, Rice 
improved its season record to 12-4 and remained 
unbeaten in conference play at 3-0.

6 STRAIGHT VICTORIES FOR RICE VOLLEYBALL, THEIR 
LONGEST WINNING STREAK IN ALMOST A YEAR

3 OWLS RECEIVING C-USA WEEKLY HONORS

1,390
CAREER DIGS FOR CUNNINGHAM, MOVING INTO 
5TH PLACE ON RICE’S ALL-TIME LIST

25 RICE’S NATIONAL RPI RANKING AS OF MONDAY 

1 RICE’S C-USA RANKING AFTER THE WIN, NOW 
THE ONLY UNDEFEATED TEAM IN CONFERENCE 

infographic by michael byrnes 
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to jobs@testmasters.com.

SEEKING AFTERNOON SITTER for 2nd grad-
er in West University. Pick-up from West U 
elementary a few times a week, from 4-6pm; 
we can be flexible to work with your class 
schedule. Call or text Beth 281-841-1987.

CONVENIENT GARAGE APARTMENT (600sf) 
available across from Rice Univ baseball 
stadium. It is located behind my house and 
has a private entrance, newly remodeled 
kitchen, floors, walls, ac and laundry facil-
ity under the apartment. All utilities are in-
cluded. I live in the attached house, so I ask 
that you keep your activites to a respectful 
volume so neighbors don’t complain. Avail-
able to show in the evening. Rent $1000. 
Contact Jaime at jaimevergara@sbcglobal.
net.

RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle & 
High School Math, Natural & Social Science, 
Foreign Language, Humanities, and SAT/
ACT prep. reliable transportation required. 
Pay is based upon a variety of factors. Con-
tact 832-428-8330 and email resume to sri.
iyengar@sriacademicservices.com

ACADEMIC COACHING, INC. needs tutors for 
Spanish, Math, Science, English, and ACT/
SAT. Great Compensation. Servicing Greater 
Houston Area. Must be eligible to work in 
the U.S., and have reliable transportation. 
Willing to work nights and weekends. Chris-
tine.Green@academiccoachinginc.com

APARTMENT LIVING LOCATORS Frustrated 
looking for an apartment that meets your 
needs? We have places in all areas, all bud-
gets. We know all current specials. Fill-out 
our form: ApartmentLIvingLOcators.com or 
call 713-783-1441. FREE Service Since 1971...
Make the Right Move!

CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Oland Carter
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire. It is written and designed by Simona Matovic and a snake she communicates with, Harry Potter-style. For comments or questions, please email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu

A bunch of your friends might be gone for the long weekend. Some might even spend hundreds of bucks on a music festival. But, if 
you choose to stay, you’re sure to be entertained. Yeah, Austin is hosting some cool musical acts. Rice, however, is home to lots of 

people who simply don’t know how to act, and so much more.

Greatest Hit: Nothing Else But A Missed Encounter 
So close, but also so far,

On Fondy Sixth, between us a few yards,
Left me with open textbook, open heart,

And nothing but a Missed Encounter.
“Talk to her, weirdo,” some might say

But that just isn’t the special Rice way,
Flirting is a game we really don’t play,

I’ll just submit a Missed Encounter.

Greatest Hit: Do You Wanna Note?
Do you want a note? 

It’s no problem, professor, it’s just that 
I’m really sick, you know. 

Not just skipping this Friday’s class 
I read the syllabus so 

I’m not lying just ’cause you don’t excuse travel plans

Greatest Hit: Total Moisture Forever
No, can you believe how wet it gets:

Houston weather?
All the IM games are delayed

Houston weather, you’re being kinda lame.
Good luck with your crawl, the clouds are hosting a stop for rain.

Campus won’t get dry, so dry your tears.
It’s making you depressed?

At least it’s seasonal now, then.

BROKAVANAUGHTHOUGHBROKAVANAUGHTHOUGHBROKAVANAUGHTHOUGHBROKAVANAUGHTHOUGHBROKAVANAUGHTHOUGHBROKAVANAUGHTHOUGHBROKAVANAUGHTHOUGH

Greatest Hit: BLEACH (HIS SOILED REPUTATION)
I just don’t find that chick convincing ...

Well, no, I didn’t actually listen but —
Why’d you sigh?

Tell me why?
What do you mean mansplaining?

Yeah, assault, but FALSE ACCUSATION!
I trust the guy!

I don’t need a reason why!

featuring

MIDTERM RECESS
FALL 2018


