
VOLUME 103, ISSUE NO. 5  |   STUDENT-RUN SINCE 1916  |   R ICETHRESHER .ORG  |   WEDNESDAY, SEPTE MBER 19,  2018 

PAYING IT FORWARD 

FINANCIAL AID WILL INCREASE 
FOR APPROXIMATELY 550 STUDENTS

infographic by sydney garrett 

Rice ushers in a new era of financial aid 
EMILY ABDOW & ANDREW GROTTKAU 
EDITORS-IN-CHIEF 

When Ramee Saleh read that Rice University 
would be expanding its financial aid beginning next 
year, she was so overwhelmed by the news she cried, 
and then, as Rice students do, posted on the Rice 
University Places I’ve Cried Facebook page. 

Saleh, a Sid Richardson College senior, said even 
though the change won’t affect her, she understood 
the impact from her own experience seeking financial 
aid as a high schooler — she said she initially crossed 
Rice off her list after not receiving enough need-based 
aid, but received a merit scholarship a week before the 
deadline to commit that allowed her to attend. 

“It makes me proud, the most proud I’ve ever been 
of Rice,” Saleh said. 

Under the new financial aid plan, undergraduates 
eligible for need-based aid whose family incomes 
fall between $65,000 and $130,000 will receive full 
tuition scholarships, according to a Rice University 
press release. Eligible students from families with 
incomes between $130,000 and $200,000 will receive 
scholarships that cover at least half their tuition. 

The plan, titled The Rice Investment, will also 
increase support for students with family incomes 
under $65,000 by offering aid that covers mandatory 
fees and room and board, in addition to full tuition, 
which President David Leebron said many students 
in this category already receive. Both incoming and 
currently enrolled students will be eligible, according 
to the press release. 

“There’s nothing more important here than our 
students, and we take pride in having a program 
that makes our education affordable,” Leebron 

said. “We think [this plan] is very important to the 
families of our students.” 

Agustin Carrizales, a Wiess College sophomore, 
took to Twitter at 1:01 a.m. after the news broke to 
express his emotions. A first-generation, low-income 
student, Carrizales wrote that difficulties in the past 
year had left him unable to pay his tuition. 

It felt like I was just cleansing 
myself of this source of 
anxiety that has been 
debilitating for me for the last 
three years. 

Sunee Kate Quirante 
LOVETT COLLEGE JUNIOR 

“I had been ignoring the payment suite for these 
past few months because there was no possible 
way for me to pay,” Carrizales wrote. “Worrying 
about academics and how I was going to pay has 
been one of the most stressful things in my life. 
This news is incredible.”  

The new plan will also reduce student debt, 
according to the press release. Rice will no longer 
require eligible students from families with incomes 
up to $200,000 to take out loans as part of their need-
based financial aid — scholarships and grants will 
replace loans. The press release states students are 
still expected to contribute toward their enrollment 
“through moderate earnings from summer and 
academic year jobs.” 

Leebron said Rice is undertaking a $150 million 
fundraising campaign and has already raised $50 
million to support financial aid.  

“If we can raise 150 million, we can sustain the 
plan in perpetuity,” Leebron said. 

The main impact of the plan will be an increase in 
the amount of aid students receive, not the number 
of students who are eligible for aid, according to 
Leebron. Under the current financial aid plan, Rice 
does not provide loans to families with total incomes 
below $80,000 as part of the financial aid package, 
according to the Office of Financial Aid’s website. For 
families with incomes above $80,000, Rice provides a 
$2,500 subsidized loan. 

The goal of The Rice Investment is to address the 
financial challenges facing families with moderate 
incomes, according to the press release. Leebron 
said The Rice Investment is estimated to increase 
the financial aid of about 550 students given the 
socioeconomic breakdown of the current student 
body, and the average aid package will be close to the 
cost of tuition. 

Benjamin Hernandez, a Rice alum who is running 
for Congress in Texas’ 9th District, said he is proud that 
Rice is adopting The Rice Investment. Hernandez said 
he dropped out of Rice at the beginning of his senior 
year in 2004 for financial reasons before returning to 
school when Rice offered him additional financial aid. 

“I am the perfect example of how financial 
assistance can turn students into productive 
members of a community,” Hernandez said in a 
press release from his campaign. “Without the help 
that Rice gave me, I would not have finished school 
or entered public service.” 

SEE AID PAGE 4 
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The Rice University chapter of Out in 
STEM identified issues faced by LGBTQ 
students in STEM fields at their first general 
body meeting.

Out in STEM, a nonprofit professional 
society focused on LGBTQ people in 
STEM, will focus its agenda on social and 
professional advocacy, according to founder 
Grace Wickerson.

Wickerson, a Brown College junior, said 
oSTEM hopes to educate faculty on LGBTQ 
issues. According to Wickerson, both Title 
IX and sexual misconduct trainings are 
mandatory for faculty, but ally training is 
not. As a result, some professors who want 
to accommodate LGBTQ students aren’t sure 
how to do so, Wickerson said. 

Jones College junior Patrick Brady, a 
founding member of the club, said one 
professor asked him how to accommodate 
students who use they/them pronouns.

“I was giving a talk during O-Week and 
then one of the professors sat in on it,” 
Brady said “I mentioned using different 
pronouns for people who use they/them 
pronouns [because] people at Rice do use 
these pronouns and it’s just something to 
be aware of, and he asked me afterward, 
‘Oh, so I just use they/them if they want to 
use they/them?’ Because he just never got 
ally trained and he wants to help and wants 
to do everything right but he just never got 
instruction on that.”

Students at the meeting also expressed 
interest in connecting with LGBTQ faculty 
in STEM departments. The chapter’s faculty 
sponsor is Jordan Miller, associate professor 
in the bioengineering department.

“I feel like currently I don’t know who 
[the LGBTQ faculty] are,” Wickerson said. 
“Especially, I know there are [LGBTQ faculty] 
in other majors, but compared to other 
universities, a lot of our people are in STEM. 
So I feel like knowing who those faculty are 
will really help.”

McMurtry College senior Ella Matsuda 

Out in STEM ups visibility

JADE KANEMITSU
FOR THE THRESHER 

Rice University’s ranking dropped 
two places from a four-way tie for 14th in 
the nation to a tie with Cornell University 
for 16th in U.S. News & World Report’s 
2019 Best National Universities list. 

U.S. News’ ranking methodology 
changed this year, including adding 
social mobility indicators, eliminating 
acceptance rate and reducing input 
measures.

President David Leebron said while 
he believes the change in ranking will 
not impact Rice, he plans to examine the 
causes of the change.

“If the question is: ‘does a change 
from a a four-way tie for 14 to a two-way 
tie at 16 matter,’ no it doesn’t,” Leebron 
said. “But we want to look carefully at 
the methodology and [see if there are]  
items that we wouldn’t just undertake 
because of U.S. News. That’s always 
worth it for us to consider.” 

The U.S. News website said the 
changes in methodology help measure 
how well schools retain low-income 
students. These added social mobility 
indicators were given more weight 
by eliminating acceptance rate and 
reducing input measures such as SAT/
ACT scores.

Leebron said Rice has not yet 
analyzed the impact of the methodology 
changes on the rankings.

“I’m a little disappointed to see they 
eliminated selectivity in the year we 
had 11 percent [acceptance rate] — that 
seemed like ill timing,” Leebron said. 
“Clearly the change in methodology had 
some effect on the rankings generally. 
Whether it specifically affected this 
breakup of the four-way tie I don’t know.”

Rice has ranked in the top 20 best 

colleges for three consecutive decades, 
according to U.S. News and World 
Report. In 2015, Rice tied for 15th with 
Cornell, the University of Notre Dame 
and Vanderbilt University. 

Robert Morse, chief data strategist at 
U.S. News, said he strongly believes in 
the new methodology.

“A university is not successful if it does 
not graduate its students, which is why the 
Best Colleges rankings place the greatest 
value on outcomes, including graduation 
and retention rates,” Morse said. “By 
including social mobility indicators, U.S. 
News is further recognizing colleges that 
serve all of their students, regardless of 
economic status.”

Hanszen College senior Emma 
Satterfield said she placed a heavier 
weight on being in the top 20 than the 
individual rankings.

“Ranking was kind of important and a 
factor because it shows how prestigious 
we are as a university,” Satterfield said. 
“But now that it has dropped, I don’t 
think it’s that important because we are 
still in the top 20.”

Lovett College freshman Josh Engels 
said he places importance on ranking, 
but does not care about Rice’s rank drop.

“I’d say ranking was a decently big 
factor, but the drop doesn’t really matter 
to me, partly because it’s small and 
insignificant, and partly because I’m 
already here and love it, and ranking 
doesn’t change any of that,” Engels said.

Leebron said he will not implement 
changes solely to increase ranking.

“All of those rankings, the main role 
is to help us understanding how we’re 
perceived, understanding some of our 
metrics and where appropriate, take 
action to address those,” Leebron said. 
“With emphasis on the words ‘where 
appropriate.’”

Rice drops two in US News rankings
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Since 2015, 
Rice University
has steadily increased 
in ranking in U.S. News 
& World Report’s 
annual survey of top 
colleges—that is, 
until they released 
2019’s report.

U.S. News & World Report
National University Rankings

infographic by dalia gulca
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Living with spinal 
muscular atrophy (SMA) 
or caring for someone who is? Hear from an 

expert and meet 
others living 
with SMA.

Register for an educational event about spinal muscular atrophy 
(SMA), where you’ll gain information and interact with caregivers and 
others living with SMA. It’s a free event sponsored by Biogen, a leader 
in neurology research.

Location: Date:

Check in: 

HCP Speaker:� Peer Speaker:
Food/Parking: 

Register today at LivingWithSMA.PSH or call 1-888-615-4343.
Please keep in mind that your healthcare provider (HCP) is always your primary resource
when it comes to your spinal muscular atrophy.

©2018 Biogen. All rights reserved. 0�/18 SMA-US-0370�W�
225 Binney Street, Cambridge, MA 02142 • 1-800-456-2255

Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen Tuesday October 2, 2018

2525 South Loop West

Diana A

Complimentary dinner will be provided.Self-parking is available.

6:30 PM to 7:00 PMHouston, TX, 77054

Krista Scurria PT 

SAVANNAH KUCHAR & ELIZABETH MYONG
FOR THE THRESHER & THRESHER STAFF

Hanszen College will undergo 
significant renovations after an 
overwhelming amount of student feedback 
from Hanszen student government, 
according to Mark Ditman, associate vice 
president of Housing and Dining. 

Nik Liebster, former external vice 
president of Hanszen, said efforts to renovate 
the college’s dorms began two years ago with 
former president Kenny Groszman. 

“This is not yet an issue of necessity,” 
he said. “All things considered, New 
Section housing is not that bad. But we 
pay $7,500 a semester for housing and it 
is not as good as other places even though 
we’re paying the same.” 

According to Liebster, common 
complaints are that new section 
bathrooms are falling apart, air moisture 
is causing the walls to fall apart, there are 
curtains in place of actual bathroom stalls 
and no singles. But he said the overriding 
frustration is that the living quality at 
Hanszen is not the same as its direct 
neighbors like Wiess, Will Rice, Lovett and 
Baker colleges. 

Liebster said a number of students 
expressed their concerns through 
questionnaires about quality of living in 
the V2C2 and dorm quality surveys. 

“If we had not said anything, that 
process wouldn’t have been started on its 
own,” Liebster said. 

Ditman said the New Section, which 
only has quads and stands across from 
the original Old Section building, will 
either be heavily renovated or a new wing 
will be built. 

Liebster said H&D is still deciding on 
the most effective solution for the current 
Hanszen New Section living situation, 
but a full renovation would likely 
include Americans with Disabilities Act 
accessibility, aesthetic improvements to 
rooms and bathroom renovations. 

According to Liebster, the present time 
frame for renovations is 10 years, primarily 
because H&D does not currently have the 

necessary funding. 
Hanszen External Vice President  

Landon Mabe said one way that this 
timeline could be expedited is through 
donors, but donors prefer to put their 
names on what they pay for and this is 
difficult when the college is already named.

Paul Brace, the Hanszen College 
magister, said a new magister’s house 
could be included in renovations, which 
would provide a potential opportunity 
for a donor to have a building named 
after them. According to Brace, there is 
no precedent in other colleges for naming 
magister’s houses.

Another possible solution is 
establishing an endowment, an idea 
proposed by Hanszen treasurer Will 
Ledig.

“The specific type of endowment we’d 
be doing would be a term endowment,” 
Ledig, a sophomore, said. “Which 
basically means we don’t get to take 
money out of it every once and again to 
pay for small things, but after a certain 
condition is reached, then the money 
becomes liquidated, which means we can 
spend the money all at once on New New 

Section or New Section renovations.”
Ledig said this idea came after 

Hanszen’s college coordinator, Joyce Bald, 
informed the treasurers about a $15,000 
donation made by parents two years ago, 
explicitly for New Section renovations. 

Ditman said usually student 
maintenance representatives and 
members of student government from 
residential colleges report major issues. 
Then, H&D staff are able to check out 
these concerns and start a conversation 
about potential solutions. 

Ditman said student input is critical 
throughout the entire process, but 
especially when raising initial concerns 
to H&D. Ditman said there would be 
three stages to the process: pre-design, 
budgeting and construction.

In the spring of next year, Ditman said 
he will be conducting a three-month study 
involving Hanszen student representatives 
and the H-team, Hanszen’s faculty 
leadership team, to get feedback on what 
kind of construction should be done. 

He said a similar study took place 
at Brown College before two phases of 
renovations to its tower and bathrooms. 
Most recently, a study was put together at 
Sid Richardson College so that students 
and A-team members could give input 
on the new building. The focus group 
included students from each grade level 
and an architecture student. 

According to Ditman, roughly a year 
before a project begins, H&D begins to 
talk to students living at a residential 
college and collects data to find what 
systems need attention. Next, the 
university hires an architect and meets 
with the student committee to get 
preferences. Then, renovations begin. 

Liebster said a lot of headway is 
the result of the positive energy from 
students, and that going forward, they 
have to keep these same constructive 
attitudes.  

“It’s really important that this process 
maintains the momentum we’ve built 
and make sure that that momentum stays 
unified and positive,” Liebster said.

H&D plans major Hanszen College renovations

illustration by esther tang

said having faculty resources is important 
to the LGBTQ community. 

“I had an openly gay professor at Rice, 
kind of before I was very out, and [...] 
seeing him just living his life and people 
were only judging him for his science 
and nothing else did give me a little more 
confidence,” Matsuda said.

The club began last year, when the 
chapter organized a tour of NASA and 
attended the National oSTEM Conference 
in Chicago, which includes a hackathon 
and networking events. This year, the 
oSTEM chapter is on the Rice Engineering 
Societies Council, and will add social and 
advocacy aspects as well as attend the 
National Conference again, which comes 
to Houston on Nov. 16.

Eric Voigt, American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers conference 
chairman, said attending professional 
conferences is very important for getting 
internships as a STEM major.

“A lot of other universities have 
chapters of oSTEM and Rice either didn’t 
have one or it was inactive,” Voigt, a Brown 
College junior, said. “Now that we have 
this organization that Grace essentially 
rebooted, we’ll have a specified delegation 
instead of people randomly going over 
to conferences by themselves. It’s more 
organized now.”

Brady said he is looking forward to a 
year of increased visibility for the club.

“I would say last year, since we were 
a new club, the focus was mostly about 
sending people to the conference in the 
fall,” Brady said. “There wasn’t as much 
visibility since people didn’t really know 
the club had started yet. I’m excited for 
it to gain momentum and traction so we 
can have more people go to the national 
conference and host more events and 
speakers on campus.”

Wickerson said there are also 
opportunities for LGBTQ students from 
across different universities to connect 
at the oSTEM National Conference, in 
addition to professional recruitment. 

“I went last year along with two other 
people, and it was awesome because it was 
a really new experience,” Wickerson said. 
“There’s like 700 other LGBTQ students in 
science, and you just get to nerd out, and 
science, and hang out, and chill, and talk 
about LGBTQ stuff, so it’s really cool and 
fun.” 

Wickerson said long-term goals for 
the group include ensuring sustainability 
for the organization and continuing to 
increase awareness for the professional 
opportunities available to LGBTQ students 
in STEM. 

According to Wickerson, there are 
companies in the Houston area with 
employer resource groups, which are 
groups within companies that represent 
and recruit diverse populations, including 
members of the LGBTQ community. 

“This is something people care about,” 
Wickerson said. “This club has a purpose 
beyond just being a group of people with 
similar majors and similar identities.”

This club has a purpose 
beyond just being a 
group with similar 
majors and similar 
identities. 
Grace Wickerson
BROWN COLLEGE JUNIOR

OUT FROM PAGE 2
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Yvonne Romero da Silva, vice president 
for enrollment, said Rice has shared 
the news with prospective students and 
high school counselors and received an 
“overwhelming response.” 

“It’s possible that we will see an increase 
in applications,” da Silva said.

While Leebron said he expects the plan 
to increase the applicant pool, this was not 
a motivating factor for The Rice Investment.

In the 2017-2018 school year, Rice offered 
$56,173,936 in institutional need-based aid, 
according to the 2017-
2018 Common Data Set. 
Out of 4,005 full-time 
undergraduates, 1,529 
were determined to have 
a financial need and 1,506 
were awarded need-based 
scholarships or grant 
aid. The data set states 
the average need-based 
scholarship and grant 
award to those 1,506 students was $40,285. 

The press release states families with 
“atypically large assets or certain unusual 
circumstances” may not qualify for need-
based aid.

According to the press release, the Rice 
University Board of Trustees has endorsed 
The Rice Investment. Leebron said the plan 
emerged in the spring after the adoption 
of Rice’s Vision for the Second Century, 
Second Decade, which includes the goal of 
expanding diversity among the student body.

“I think we’re going to see more 
applications from lower-income and 
middle-income students, and I hope lots of 
students will see this as a commitment to 
a socioeconomically diverse student body,” 
Leebron said.

Leebron said only about five institutions 
offer a level of support comparable to that of 
The Rice Investment.

According to Princeton University’s 
financial aid website, Princeton offers full 
tuition to students from families earning up 
to $160,000. Harvard’s financial aid website 
states families with incomes between 
$65,000 and $150,000 contribute between 
zero percent and 10 percent of their income.

Rice did not charge tuition from its 
opening in 1912 until 1965, as dictated in its 
initial charter. Although it has been 53 years 
since the policy was discontinued, Leebron 
said the university is hoping to honor its 
early tradition. 

“We were concerned looking towards 
the future that middle 
class families would 
perceive private higher 
education increasingly 
as out of reach,” 
Leebron said. “We 
wanted to make it clear 
that at Rice ... it’s going 
to be affordable.”

Like Ramee Saleh, 
Sunee Kate Quirante 

cried when she read the news. Her crying 
turned to sobbing, and at 1:51 a.m., she 
Tweeted the feelings she was experiencing. 

“It was kind of a painful cry,” Quirante, 
a  Lovett College junior, said. “It didn’t feel 
victorious, it felt like I was just cleansing 
myself of this source of anxiety that has been 
debilitating for me for the last three years 
since I started going to college and thinking 
about how I was going to pay for college.”

Quirante said she hopes Rice continues 
to move in the direction of increased 
accessibility through changes such as 
forgiving student debt or including textbooks 
in the cost of tuition.

“This is a very monumental step, and I’m 
so grateful for it, and so many people will be 
positively affected by this, myself included, 
but this is just a step and it shouldn’t be 
considered the end goal when we think 
about wealth distribution,” Quirante said.

AID FROM PAGE 1

Rice drastically expands financial aid
New water line to bring higher water pressure to campus

NEWS IN BRIEF

Rice is partnering with the City of 
Houston to install a new water pipe along 
the inner loop that will bring higher 
water pressure to campus, according to 
project manager Elmer Whitehead. 

 The construction site is between 
Rayzor and Sewall halls, and the pipe 
has already been installed along the 
inner loop from the Baker Institute to 
Herring Hall, according to Whitehead. 

In the next few days, Whitehead 
said construction will move to the oak 
alley between Herzstein and Anderson 
halls to extend the pipe to the west side 
of campus.

“Over the last few years, Rice noticed 
that the water pressures on campus 
were declining,” Whitehead said. 

He said development on and off 
Rice’s campus has caused declining 
water pressure.

“The biggest issue had to do with 
water lines that were abandoned during 

the construction of other projects in 
the [off-campus] area,” Whitehead 
said. “Although the line runs through 
campus, it still belongs to the city.”

The City of Houston has agreed to 
reimburse Rice for over half of the cost 
of the project, according to Whitehead, 
and “has been very helpful” since 
becoming aware of the issue. 

Whitehead said although Rice 
usually does not partner with the City 
of Houston, they are doing so this time 
simply to see more immediate change. 

“The City of Houston concluded that 
with its existing schedule and labor 
resources, years would pass before 
it was able to address this issue,” 
Whitehead said. “Rice decided that 
it was in the university’s best interest 
to partner with the city rather than 
waiting until the city did the work.” 

The project is expected to be 
complete by Oct. 10.

Christian Cannon
For the Thresher

Construction will continue through the academic quad to install a new waterline. Rice 
University is partnering with the City of Houston to expedite the process.

charlene pan / thresher

There’s nothing more 
important here than 
our students.

David Leebron
RICE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT
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Last week, three Rice alumni who work 
at General Electric wrote an opinion piece 
in which they called on freshmen and 
sophomores to quit making excuses, stop 
messing around with fruitless activities like 
college leadership or studying abroad and 
apply for professional internships as early 
as possible in their undergraduate careers. 
While I do not question that the authors 
were well intentioned, their piece makes 
sweeping assumptions that are ignorant, 
damaging and simply incorrect.

The most glaring generalization the 
authors make is that every Rice student — 
at least, every Rice student that matters 
— is an engineer. The authors exclusively 
use science- and engineering-related 
examples, making casual references to 
avionics systems, co-ops and PHYS 101 
throughout the piece, but not once do they 
specify that this article is intended only for 
certain majors. They couldn’t be bothered 
to consider the many Rice students (myself 
included) who have no idea what airplane 
avionics are and whom you couldn’t pay to 
take PHYS 101 or work at an engineering co-
op. The lack of a disclaimer is a slap in the 
face that sends a clear message: If we’re not 
STEM majors, we don’t matter.

Implicit erasure is one thing, and most 
of us non-STEM majors, along with the 
many STEM majors who don’t fit the mold 
laid out by this article, are used to dealing 
with it. But the authors went on to explicitly 
criticize and invalidate all experiences that 
aren’t professional internships, going as 
far as making a list of experiences that 
“recruiters like us” value less: “O-Week 
coordinating, student-run businesses, and 
residential college leadership, to name 
a few.” They explain that while these 
activities may complement professional 
experience, they should never be prioritized 
over it.

As someone who advised at Baker, 
works at Coffeehouse and spent my 
summer doing Rice in France, this sentence 
felt personal. My experiences have helped 

me develop skills that will be relevant in 
a professional setting. I’ve learned how 
to successfully manage my time, how to 
communicate and work efficiently with 
others, and what it means to be a leader 
and to have others depend on me. If an 
interviewer were to ask me a “tell me 
about a time when…” question, I would 
have a diverse set of unique but applicable 
experiences to discuss. 

And we haven’t even considered 
personal growth and gain. The authors 

imply that everything a Rice student 
accomplishes as an undergraduate should 
connect directly to a future career. What 
happened to doing something because you 
like it? What’s so wrong with spending your 
summer counseling at the camp you’ve 
attended for 10 years, working alongside 
the people who watched you grow up? Why 
shouldn’t someone spend their vacation 
at home with their friends and family if 
they miss them? I wanted to learn French 
not because it would help my career (and 
it probably won’t), but because “Amélie” is 
my favorite movie. Maybe I didn’t maximize 
my professional potential this summer, 
but now I can use French idioms and serve 
Camembert cheese properly, and I’m a 
better person for it.

Imposter syndrome, a phenomenon 
of persistently doubting one’s own 
accomplishments, runs deep on this 
campus. This shouldn’t be surprising — 
most high achievers have experienced 
this feeling to some degree. Ironically, 
in the first paragraph of last week’s op-
ed, one of the authors shared their own 
experience with imposter syndrome. They 

wrote that as a freshman, they felt like they 
couldn’t measure up to other engineers 
and were insecure about their classroom 
performance. As I’m sure these authors and 
everyone else who’s experienced imposter 
syndrome know, it’s not an easy feeling to 
shake. It takes courage not to let fears of 
inadequacy stop you from pursuing less 
conventional activities — and it doesn’t 
help when someone goes out of their way 
to tell you those pursuits aren’t worthwhile.

The authors of last week’s op-ed wrote 
with the intention of giving advice to Rice 
students. I have a few issues with their 
advice, so here’s mine: 

We all worked extraordinarily hard to 
get to Rice, and we all deserve to be here. 
Enjoy it. Join the clubs you love. Pursue the 
opportunities that scare you. Do the things 
that give you peace of mind and let you have 
fun. If that means going after an internship 
your freshman year, by all means do what’s 
best for you. But that’s no more valid than 
spending your time writing poems for 
R2, running a fashion club or tending to 
Rice’s beautiful gardens — all examples of 
things amazing students around me, who 
are pursuing a range of majors and pre-
professional tracks, do in their free time.

Above all, don’t let anyone convince 
you that what you’re doing is a waste of 
time. Anything you’re passionate about and 
anything that puts a smile on your face is 
valuable — even if the recruiters at General 
Electric don’t see it that way. Don’t feel like 
you have to be enough for them. Just be 
enough for you. I promise you’ll still get hired.

There’s more to life than career fairs and co-ops
OP-ED

The Rice Thresher, the official 
student newspaper at Rice University 
since 1916, is published each 
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THE RIGHT 
INVESTMENT: RICE 
EXPANDS ACCESS

Success without happiness
Josiah Jones eulogizes Mac Miller 
in this week’s online exclusive.
See more at ricethresher.org

On Tuesday, Rice announced a program 
it’s calling The Rice Investment, a sweeping 
expansion of its need-based financial aid 
set to begin in the fall of next year. Families 
making between $65,000 and $130,000 per 
year will receive grants covering the entire 
cost of tuition, currently $46,600 per year. 
In addition to receiving full-tuition grants, 
those making less than $65,000 will also 
receive grants that cover fees, room and 
board. Households making under $200,000 
will not be asked to take out loans as part of 
their financial aid package and will have at 
least half their tuition covered. 

The Thresher Editorial Board applauds 
the Board of Trustees and President 
David Leebron for demonstrating Rice’s 
dedication to financial accessibility. In 
an era in which wealth inequality is at an 
all-time high, this material commitment 
to helping low- and moderate-income 
students climb the socioeconomic ladder 
by pursuing their academic passions is 
welcome news. Though the program will 
require a $150 million fundraising drive, we 
at the Thresher believe there is no better use 
of Rice’s money than expanding access to 
the university we’re proud to call home.

This is a revolutionary step even for 
a university known for its commitment 
to a phrase that has become its mantra: 
“Unconventional Wisdom.” Rice’s 
financial aid program is now better than 
Harvard’s and comparable to Princeton’s, 
which is among the most generous in 
the United States. While every private 
university ranked No. 20 or higher by 
U.S. News and World Report offers need-
based financial aid, The Rice Investment’s 
massive scope distinguishes it among  
these elite ranks.  

According to a tool created by the New 
York Times, Rice already excels among its 
peers in providing an elite education to 
low- and middle-income students. Among 
the 15 colleges ranked with or above Rice by 
US News and World Report, only four admit 
more students in the bottom 40 percent 
of household incomes than Rice. It ranks 
seventh among this cohort in mobility — its 
ability to move students from the bottom 
40 percent to the top 40 percent. This new 
financial aid policy stands to improve 
Rice’s ability to serve a population often left 
behind by elite colleges.

The message from Rice is clear: if you’ve 
got what it takes, you shouldn’t have to 
worry about what it costs. There’s a place 
for every high-achieving student inside 
these hedges, no matter how much your 
family makes.

While it’s financially untenable to 
eliminate tuition entirely — someone has 
to pay professors’ salaries —  The Rice 
Investment harkens back to Rice’s tuition-
free roots. This is a bold step, and we 
agree with President Leebron: Talent does 
deserve opportunity.

Freshmen Panic

What happened to 
doing something 
because you like it?
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PARTY PATROL:
SID ’80s
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Too many head-banging 
sweaty freshmen guys

You did great, sweaty! A lot 
of fun, but everyone was 

dripping in sweat.

Hot and humid as all get out. 

B-

A-

B

The pizza was good but the 
dehydration was not. 

As much pizza as anyone 
could ever want, but literally 

nothing else. 

Water wasn’t easily accessi-
ble so I had to hydrate with 

root beer ... not ideal.

A-

B

C

I mean ... a bunch of old 
sweaty dudes ... that love 

playing ’80s music ... came 
and played ’80s music.

The band was having a lot of fun 
and the crowd was bopping, but 
exclusively live ’80s music can 

only ever get partial credit.

The band was cute, and 
they were so excited to take 

videos of the crowd. 

B+

B+

B+

Saw someone grinding to 
Apache ... not the move. 

Dressing up for the occasion and 
getting to see everyone else in 

sweat-stained neon somewhere 
other than the Rec is by far the best 

part of Sid ’80s. 

Lol @ the three dudes who 
had a reunion in the middle 
of the dance floor, in deep 
discussion while everyone 

jumped around them.

B

A

B+

Jared Aiman was breaking 
it down on the dance floor. 

’Twas lit. 

Decades ahead of the quality 
of last year, but really only 
enjoyable if you stay for a 

short amount of time.

Good to stop by for half an 
hour, watch drunk freshmen 
and get in bed by midnight.

A

A-

B

ELIZABETH RASICH & ELLA FELDMAN
FEATURES EDITOR & ASST. FEATURES EDITOR

Cesar Zapata never envisioned himself 
as a performer in a mariachi band. He 
associated mariachi music with his uncle, 
never himself, and throughout middle 
and high school only performed in choirs. 
But now he’s the president of Rice’s own 
Mariachi Luna Llena. 

At Rice, he continued singing in 
choirs, both in the Catholic Chapel 
choir and for Rice Chorale. When he 
performed, he sang in choir proper form: 
standing still, with good posture, hands 
by his sides. Then Mariachi Luna Llena 
caught his eye, and he had to learn a 
whole new way of performing. 

“In mariachi music, you can’t [stand 
still as you would in choir] because then the 
crowd won’t be receptive to your music,” 
Zapata, a Baker College junior, said.  

At gigs, Zapata tries to engage the crowd 
through movement and interaction. When 
he can, Zapata walks into the crowd, or 
dances with children while singing. 

“He’s a charmer,” Sam Rossum, Luna 
Llena’s treasurer, said about Zapata. 

Luna Llena, which means full moon in 
Spanish, was founded in 2013 by Alberto 
Rodriguez (Baker ‘15). The group wanted to 
incorporate Rice’s mascot into the title, but 
decided the Spanish words for owl, “lechuza” 
or “búho,” were too hard to pronounce. They 
drew inspiration for the final name from the 
connection between owls and night. 

The band performs at events 
around Houston, including weddings, 
quinceñeras, festivals and, once, even a 
funeral. Every performing member of the 
group splits the fee the group receives at 
a gig, but one share goes to the group to 
pay for new trajes (uniforms), equipment 
and member reimbursements. During 
big holidays, members can make a lot of 
money. This past Cinco de Mayo, the group 
had five gigs in two days which resulted 
in a “good payday” 
according to Zapata.

“Mucho dinero,” 
Rossum, a McMurtry 
College junior, added. 

Amanda Perozo, 
Luna Llena’s head of 
traditions, said the pay 
can be sporadic.

“We’ll have some 
weekends we’ll make 
100-something dollars 
and some weekends we 
won’t make anything 
because we don’t have any gigs,” Perozo, a 
Wiess College junior, said. 

On Saturday Sep. 15, the group 
performed the national anthem at the 
Astros game.

“I didn’t really notice that there were 
thousands of people because I was so 
focused on just playing,” Rossum said.

This was Luna Llena’s second 
professional sports appearance, having 
played the halftime show at a Rockets game 

last spring. That didn’t make Saturday’s 
show any less memorable. 

“Just being on the field and seeing all 
the lights and all the players around you — 
I’m never going to forget it,” Zapata said.

The group started memorizing their 
repertoire of over 30 songs a couple years ago, 
so their movement isn’t limited by the music 
stands they previously carried with them 
to every show. Incoming group members 
memorize approximately 10 songs before they 

start performing gigs, 
according to Rossum, 
but those who have been 
in the group longer have 
about 30 memorized. 
Newcomers have a 
semester, sometimes 
longer, to perfect the 
songs and learn them 
by heart. Some of the 
songs that are the most 
requested include Cielito 
Lindo, El Rey and La 
Negra. 

Performances don’t always go smoothly, 
however. The group once tried to leave 
quietly after performing at a wedding, only 
to be foiled by a staircase. 

“There was this big marble staircase 
and then I slid down the stairs during 
the best man’s speech,” Rossum said. “I 
yelled, ‘Oh, boy!’”

Perozo can’t choose which type of gig is 
her favorite, but she knows that she likes 
performing in front of a receptive crowd.

“I like gigs where people know the 
music and they join in and can sing 
and dance,” Perozo said. “It’s not fun to 
play for a crowd that doesn’t know what 
you’re playing and can’t appreciate the 
cultural history behind the music.” 

As soon as Perozo started playing 
violin, her mother predicted she would 
join a mariachi band one day. She 
auditioned for Luna Llena during her 
freshman year and has been playing with 
the group ever since.

Although Rossum started playing 
for Luna Llena his freshman year, he 
has also been a member of a number 
of student bands at Rice over the past 
few years, including Steve Cox’s Beard, 
Ghost Shark, Dead Moon Saloon and the 
Rice Jazz band.

The members of Luna Llena connect 
to each other beyond their music and 
performances, according to Perozo. The 
group loves to joke around and make fun 
of each other — they even have a private 
meme page for this purpose.

“It’s just nice to have that social 
network of friends, outside of your 
classes, outside of your college, having 
something you can do that’s just fun,” 
Perozo said. “Being in the mariachi band, 
you’re not just in a band that plays music. 
The group kind of feels like a family.”

This article has been condensed 
for print. See the full version online at 
ricethresher.org.

Luna Llena shines
a closer look at Rice’s mariachi band

courtesy alex bierens de haan

From left to right: Peter Suzuki, Matthew Anaya, Amanda Perozo, Steve Schara, Rachel Salaiz, Gabriel 
Gomide, Ian Frankel, Sam Rossum, Andrea Galindo-Escamilla and Cesar Zapata perform at the Astros game.

I like gigs where 
people know the 
music and they join 
in and can sing and 
dance. 
Amanda Perozo
LUNA LLENA VIOLINIST
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Matthew Ritchie. Relative Queen (installation view), 2017. Courtesy the artist.

Student Opening 
Reception:

Matthew 
Ritchie 
The Demon 
in the 
Diagram
Saturday, Sept. 22 | 7-9pm

Join us for the opening reception of this 
multi-layered, site-specific installation by Matthew 
Ritchie that includes paintings, lightboxes, an 
interactive floor and audio work, and a virtual reality 
component. Reception with refreshments.

Moody Center for the Arts  
Rice University 

6100 Main Street
Houston, TX 77005-1827 

moody.rice.edu 
713-348-ARTS

FREE 
ADMISSION
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“RICE” U Crossword by Sam Rossum 
  For the Thresher
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      33  32   

Answers will be posted on ricethresher.org and on the Thresher Facebook page.
Bolded clues correspond to the theme.

ACROSS
1 Just another part of the machine
4 Mongolian Empire subdivision
9 What Mr. Rogers gave to many
11 Not together
12 Sausage, veggie, and rice hodgepodges
14 Pope who initiated the First Crusade
15 Home for Wilbur and Babe  
16 Bullet dodger played by Keanu
17 Common logarithm base
20 Some bagel spreads  
24 Rice delivery method
27 “The ___ Suspects”
28 Heard before -thology, for a bird lover
29 Spanish rice dish
31 Like this clue’s number
32 Flavoring obtained from citrus peels 
33   Bow-tied Bill

DOWN
1 Cuisine of 12-Across and 3-Down
2 Chicago Midway counterpart
3 Soupy rice dish
4 Evil A.I. in “2001”
5 Cry heard after a broken dish, perhaps
6 Tampa Bay ballers
7 “Aw shucks!” alternative  
8 Crafty sales website
10 Early Nintendo handheld console
13 Where carpenters may come from? 
18 Paramedic abbr.
19 Tyrannical Roman emperor
20 Discovery which could bring about FrackRice?
21 Packers’ QB Rodgers
22 Like some fruits and cheeses
23 Contemptuous 
24  Slangy greeting
25 The Beach Boys were surfin’ here
26 Once contested Egyptian canal
30 ___&T, telecommunications co.



ARTS&ENTERTAINMENT
THE RICE THRESHER8 • WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2018

Have the Time of Your Life
Brynn Elliott’s debut EP features feminist 
bops and songs meant to be played with the 
windows down.
See more at ricethresher.org

THE WEEKLY SCENE

TASTE OF NEW 
ORLEANS

Getting to Louisiana might be a struggle, 
but having some authentic New Orleans 
fare doesn’t have to be. Head downtown 

on Saturday for live music, Louisiana food 
and New Orleans art. The festival is from 2 

p.m. to 10 p.m., and tickets are $5. 

The Taste of New Orleans
600 Louisiana St.

MENIL REOPENING
After a seven-month hiatus, the Menil will 
reopen its main building Saturday. The 
opening features never-before-seen works 
alongside the collection’s most loved 
paintings and sculptures. Visitors can 
fill up at the celebration with food trucks 
like THE WAFFLE BUS and Smoosh. The 
celebration runs from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
and admission is always free.

The Menil Collection
1533 Sul Ross St.

HARVEST 
MOON BALL

The Houston Swing Dance Society is 
bringing swing dancing to the Grand 
Hall for its Harvest Moon Ball, which will 
include live music, a photobooth and 
performances. The ball will be from 8 
p.m. to 12 a.m Saturday. Tickets are $25 
online and $35 at the door. 

RMC Grand Hall

OPENING: 
MATTHEW RITCHIE

New York-based artist Matthew Ritchie 
brings “The Demon in the Diagram” to 
the Moody Center, opening Friday from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. The exhibition will feature 
paintings, lightboxes, an interactive 
floor and a virtual reality component. 
Admission is always free.

Moody Center for the Arts

‘New Cartographies’ brings a measured perspective to mapmaking 

NAOMI WENTZ
THRESHER STAFF

Maps don’t just show location in the 
Asia Society of Texas’ newest exhibition. 
“New Cartographies” showcases four 
artists and their exploration of the nuances 
associated with creating a physical 
representation of an entire region. In 
these works, the artists find new ways to 
create maps by incorporating the regions’ 
personal subjectivity, political struggles 
and colonial pasts.

All four artists, Sohei Nishino, Tiffany 
Chung, Li Songsong and Allan deSouza, 

have their works displayed in different 
rooms, giving the artists more space for their 
pieces and emphasizing the distinctions 
between each individual’s style. The silence 
and darkness of the gallery allow the viewer 
to explore the complexity of each piece and 
the gravity of the issues being analyzed as 
they travel through the rooms. 

The first room features pieces by 
Nishino, whose work has a deep intimacy 
about it that pulls the viewer in. The most 
prominent works are collages of the New 
Delhi cityscape, composed of thousands of 
photos of city residents and architecture. 
These images express how Nishino views 

the city and its people, emphasizing the 
subjective lens through which an individual 
experiences a region.

The second artist showcased is Chung, 
who uses her unique perspective as a 
refugee to convey the realities that millions 
of displaced people around the world 
face every day. Her tireless research of 
cartographic methods is evident in her 
accurate geopolitical maps that highlight 
the effects of international conflicts and 
natural disasters. The most beautiful and 
haunting part of her exhibit is a series of 
lightboxes displaying the destruction of a 
city by ISIS.

The third artist, Songsong, has the most 
expansive piece in the exhibit. His work 
“Beihai” takes up the entire wall of his room 
and uses various palettes of muted colors 
to compose 15 grid squares. He depicts the 
White Pagoda, a notable Buddhist temple 
erected during the Qing Dynasty and a 
prominent location used by the Chinese 
Communist Party. By choosing a region with 
so much history, Songsong juxtaposes the 
political forces of the past and present.

The final artist showcased is deSouza. 
His works are structured around the novel 
“Through the Black Country,” which tells an 
account of an Indian explorer’s search for 
the source of the Thames River. “Through 
the Black Country” references earlier works, 
such as “Through the Dark Continent” by 
Henry Morton Stanley, which depicts the 
colonial exploration of Africa and other 

continents. By using a narrative that calls to 
attention colonial-era exploration, deSouza 
communicates present political issues by 
referencing many countries’ colonial pasts. 

The Asia Society of Texas’ “New 
Cartographies” exhibition provides four 
unique perspectives on how maps can be 
used to express more than just the physical 
aspects of a region. Nishino explores the 
subjectivity that comes with how individuals 
view a city while Chung expresses how easily 
we forget the millions of people displaced 
from their homeland by political and 
environmental events. Songsong creates a 
grandiose display that juxtaposes past and 
present political forces, and deSouza creates 
works that highlight many nations’ colonial 
pasts. This exhibition encourages the viewer 
to recognize how many maps gloss over the 
complex issues that nations face.

“New Cartographies” is on display at the 
Asia Society of Texas until March 17, 2019. 
Admission is free for any Asia Society of 
Texas member and $8 for all non-members. 

KATELYN LANDRY
FOR THE THRESHER

“A Simple Favor” is a provocative 
feminine neo-noir that may leave 

something to be desired, but still indulges 
a charmingly bittersweet aftertaste. 

The film, starring Anna Kendrick and 
Blake Lively, hit theaters Friday, Sept. 
14. Director Paul Feig, whose other work 
includes “Bridesmaids,” “Spy” and “The 
Heat,” seems to specialize in female-driven 
films that are equal parts outrageous 
and satisfying. Other box-office names 
accompanying Kendrick and Lively are 
Henry Golding (“Crazy Rich Asians”) and 
Linda Cardellini (“Freaks and Geeks,” 
“Daddy’s Home”). The film is based on the 
2017 novel of the same name by Darcey Bell.

Kendrick plays the overly enthusiastic 
Stephanie Smothers. The name sounds like 
a Dr. Seuss caricature of a stay-at-home 
mom with a semi-popular mommy vlog 

channel, and Stephanie is exactly that 
– until her newfound, high-profile best 
friend Emily Nelson (Lively) goes missing. 
From then on, Kendrick gives a surprisingly 
sharp performance as a passive-aggressive 
parent turned daring detective. Of course, 
Kendrick’s affectionately awkward 
personality still shines through, especially 
standing next to Lively’s chic composure. 
In a recent interview with The Hollywood 
Reporter, casting director Allison Jones 
admitted that she has an affinity for “smart, 
offbeat and goofy” actors, which explains 
why the notoriously kitschy Kendrick 
was chosen for this bold role. It was very 
refreshing to see Kendrick take a break 
from her usual quirky roles for a more 
mature venture.

Lively’s appeal in this movie isn’t reliant 
on her famous blonde hair. That is to say, 
she’s not just another conventionally 
attractive actress cast to play the Envy of 
Suburbia. Rather, her frozen gin martinis, 
cutthroat retorts and skill with dainty 
pistols are what make Emily a captivating, 
cunning leading lady. Fiercely feminine, 
Emily is a formidable PR executive with a 
gorgeous husband, designer clothing and, 
of course, a darling, toothless son. As the 
film progresses, Emily’s life is revealed to 
be a little less than perfect, and she stops 
at nothing to live her life on her own terms. 
As a woman watching this film, I loved how 
empowered I felt by Lively’s performance. I 
was very aware of the extra confidence in my 

‘A Simple Favor’ entertains but suffers from predictable twists 

A SIMPLE FAVOR
Genre: Drama/Thriller

Run time: 1h 59m

Showing at: Edwards 
Greenway, AMC

The silence and darkness 
of the gallery allow the 
viewer to explore the 
complexity of each piece.

Li Songsong’s “Beihai” shows a topographic, abstract interpretation of a map. The piece is the 
largest in the gallery and is made up of 15 grid squares.

naomi wentz / thresher

“New Cartographies” includes this lightbox exhibition by Tiffany Chung. Each lightbox shows a scene from the 
aftermath of ISIS destruction.

naomi wentz / thresher

FILM

LOCAL ART

SEE SIMPLE PAGE 9
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DISCOVER A 
GENEROUS  
SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM.

The U.S. Army’s Health Professions Scholarship 
Program (HPSP) offers qualified medical, dental 
and veterinary students full tuition for a graduate-
level degree at the school of your choice. You’ll 
receive a monthly stipend and payment for books, 
equipment and academic fees, as well as the 
potential to grow as a leader.

To learn more, visit
healthcare.goarmy.com/bts

WHAT WAS HIP IN THE ’80s

courtesy zimbio courtesy intereslycourtesy muppets

In a phrase: Extensive and permanent 
hair damage for ~fashion~

Several painful image searches later, 
and I’ve narrowed down the long list of 
aesthetic atrocities committed during 
this decade. Suppose I overlook the fact 
that victims of this trend voluntarily 
crisped their hair to death at the same 
time that daily shampooing first became 
a concept (must have been some  b r - 
i t t l e  and sparse years for Jess and 
Stephanie) in order for their hair to 
resemble a badly pressed panini. Even 
putting aesthetics aside – not that Rice 
students have a problem with that – the 
bizarre look takes on darker undertones 
once you consider the ideal volume and 
texture of this look as well as the type 
of women who typically adopted the 
style … cultural appropriation anyone? 
If that’s not enough to keep you from 
resuscitating the look, you could 
always get this hairstyle by sticking a 
fork in Lovett.  

In a phrase: Code words for queer people

The decriminalization of 
homosexuality was still on the 
horizon for the United States during 
the ’80s, meaning that euphemisms 
and slang were private and crucial 
aspects of queer communities — not 
popular phrases touted up and down 
Twitter. An often used code of the 
day was to call a gay man a “friend 
of Dorothy,” or FOD. The phrase 
references the Wizard of Oz scene 
in which Dorothy encounters an 
eclectic, or queer, group of friends. 
The book even features a canonically 
gay Dorothy who admits to having a 
crush on the ‘China Princess.’ Its use 
was so widespread that the Naval 
Investigative Service even launched a 
manhunt (womanhunt?) for an elusive 
woman named “Dorothy” believed to 
be at the center of a massive ring of 
gay military men that they wanted to 
hunt down.

In a phrase: Man-like puppets

Topped only by Ronald Reagan’s 
racist and hypocritical War on Drugs, 
this aspect of ’80s culture is one whose 
lasting legacy disturbs me the most. I just 
can’t decide what the most disturbing 
thing about them is. It can’t be their crude 
construction and ugly color palettes – that 
was everywhere in the ’80s. Is it the fact 
that despite their origins on Sesame Street, 
the Muppets would come to attract an 
increasingly adult audience until Kermit 
and Miss Piggy would one day have sex 
on screen circa 2018? Is it that the craze 
for Muppet mayhem culminated during 
the ’80s, resulting in the publication of an 
entire Muppet Magazine (!!)? Is it the eerie 
treatment of Muppets as actual beings that 
are interviewed and acted with? Or is it 
that the show’s popularity ushers in other 
abominations such as “Alf?” Whatever it 
may be, here’s to hoping that the muppets 
finally die off in the 2020s. Just make 
another Shrek movie or something, jeez.  

ENTERTAINMENT:
Muppets

TRENDING:
Friends of Dorothy

FASHION:
Crimped Hair

ARELI NAVARRO MAGALLÓN
THRESHER STAFF 

courtesy mcdonalds

In a phrase: A redeeming artifact of mass 
capitalism

Dialing back the cyniscim from a solid 
Medium High to a Low, the ’80s weren’t 
all bad! McDonalds’ McNuggets were 
released to the general public in 1983, 
meaning there’s a 15 percent chance that 
the 10-piece meal you bought the other 
day contained at least one nug that’s 
hitting that midlife crisis. Questionable 
meat content aside, McNuggets remain a 
staple to this very day – with ploys like 
20 nuggets for $5, McDonalds succeeds 
in remaining relevant. If you’re looking 
for a good laugh/study break, or even 
just a reminder of the ’80s’ strange 
obsession with personifying everything, 
I highly recommend Youtubing McNugget 
commercials from the ’80s; advertising 
has come a long way, but America’s fast 
food industry hasn’t! Still, you gotta admit 
that McNuggets are at least your second 
favorite thing that comes in the medium 
of a nug… 

FOOD:
Nuggets

step as I left the theater, contemplating 
whether moving to Manhattan would 
make me the sexy, 
blunt boss woman 
that Lively portrays. 
However, there were 
times when I found 
myself almost begging 
Lively’s character to 
cool it with the coy 
smiles and raspy voice 
so I could see a more 
emotional facet to her 
one-dimensional con 
artist front.

While the film 
prides itself on its 
twists and turns, many 
of them are predictable 
and somewhat 
disappointing. Characters seem flat 
at times, and although the major plot 
twists maintain their aura of mystery 
and deception, they are anticlimactic in 
terms of revealing true motives. There’s 

certainly no shortage of family scandal 
and sexual motivation lying between 
the threads of “A Simple Favor,” but I 
felt that there wasn’t quite enough to 

elevate this film to 
the ranks of its more 
illustrious inspirations 
such as “Gone Girl,” 
“Diabolique” or 
“Gaslight.” The film 
tries to do too much 
too fast, and I feel that 
a slower pace would 
have allowed for more 
sophisticated plot 
development.

“A Simple Favor” is a 
seductive crime drama 
that takes the audience 
down a rabbit hole 
of insurance fraud, 
affairs and, perhaps 

most daunting, the Parent Teacher 
Association. Despite a few cringe-worthy 
jokes and ambiguous plot twists, it is still 
an entertaining experience in modern 
female-driven noir. 

I was very aware of 
the extra confidence 
in my step as I 
left the theater, 
contemplating 
whether moving to 
Manhattan will make 
me the sexy, blunt 
boss woman that 
Lively portrays.

Anna Kendrick (left) plays stay-at-home mom Stephanie Smothers, who lives a typical suburban 
life before meeting mysterious Emily Nelson, played by Blake Lively (right).

courtesy peter iovino
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It was almost 20 years ago that redshirt 
senior running back Austin Walter’s father 
first realized his son might have a future in 
the football world. 

“I first got into football when I was about 
3 years old,” Walter said. “I remember being 
at my dad’s office, and I was [weaving] in 
and out of poles, and I almost ran into the 
street and got hit by a car. And my dad said, 
‘You remind me of myself back in the day.’”

Two decades later, Walter’s youthful 
chaotic energy has manifested itself in his 
role as Rice’s premier triple threat on the 
football field. He’s still eluding defenders 
on a consistent basis — they’re wearing 
pads and helmets now instead of being 
stationary street poles — and this year, his 
production has skyrocketed. Through three 
games, he’s racked up 575 all-purpose 
yards, which ranked No. 1 in the country 
after the season’s first three weeks. He’s 
rushed for two touchdowns, hauled in 
10 passes for 160 yards and averaged 28 
yards per kickoff return. In Rice’s matchup 
against the University of Hawaii, he moved 
into seventh place in Rice history for all-
purpose yardage, and into fifth all-time on 
the kick return list. According to Walter, 
this surge in production stems from a few 
different factors.

“It’s a combination of increasing 
my work ethic to another level, having 
good coaching from the new staff [and] 

more attention to detail,” Walter said. “[I 
realized] that this could potentially be my 
last year [at Rice], and if I want to play at 
the next level, I have to produce; I have 
to work hard; I have to do even more than 
what I was doing. If I felt like I was working 
hard then, well, it’s not hard enough.”

Walter grew up in nearby Crosby, Texas, 
where he played on a little-league football 
team co-founded by his parents; according 
to him, the team grew into an organization 
that’s now one of the largest in the North 
Houston area. From 
there, he went on to 
Crosby High School, 
where he was a two-time 
All-State honoree and 
the District 19-4A Player 
of the Year, rushing for 
over 2,700 yards and 34 
touchdowns as a senior. 
Preferring to stay close 
to home so his parents 
could watch him play, 
Walter then started the 
next chapter of his career at Rice. Now, 
as a senior, he said he can look back and 
point to a few experiences that have been 
particularly memorable. 

“The coolest things that I’ve experienced 
in Rice football have been traveling to 
Hawaii and Australia,” Walter said. “I 
feel like those are things that I probably 
wouldn’t have done until later in my life, 
but Rice has granted me [that] opportunity. 
And off the field, what’s cool is just being 

challenged in the classroom every day. 
Nothing is really handed to you, you have 
to — just like on the football field — you 
have to bring your A-game.”

Walter also said although it’s challenging 
to be a student-athlete at a school like Rice, 
the skills his parents instilled in him at a 
young age have allowed him to succeed in 
both aspects.

“It’s tough, but you just have to know 
what hat to put on,” Walter said. “For 
the most part, I’m always thinking about 

football, but football 
isn’t everything. One 
thing my parents 
taught me is time 
management. So when 
I get home, or before 
practice, how I operate 
is I try to knock out 
most of my stuff when 
I can so I don’t have to 
worry about it later.”

Throughout Walter’s 
journey, one thing has 

remained constant. Aston Walter, a redshirt 
senior running back and Austin’s identical 
twin brother, has been with him every step 
of the way, from youth leagues to high 
school to the Rice football team. Austin 
said he has cherished their relationship the 
whole time.

“Stemming from little league to high 
school, [we were] in the backfield together, 
with him playing quarterback and me 
playing running back,” Austin said. “That 

twin telepathy thing is something I believe 
is real, and it’s even more evident when 
you’re in the backfield together. And it’s 
also been a blessing at the college level to 
still stay together, because honestly I don’t 
know how my life would be if I didn’t have 
my brother and my best friend.”

Currently, Aston wears No. 1 on his 
jersey, and Austin wears No. 2. But 
according to Austin, that wasn’t the case 
until a conversation with former head 
coach David Bailiff last year.

“Funny story: Coach Bailiff came up to 
us last June and said, ‘Hey, I think it would 
be cool if y’all did the whole twin thing, 
one and two,’” Austin said. “I couldn’t 
tell Coach Bailiff ‘no,’ so I was like, ‘of 
course.’ Honestly, I didn’t want to change 
my number, [but] it grew on me, so I have 
no complaints.”

Walter said his goals for the rest of the 
season are primarily team-focused, and 
that he isn’t necessarily focused on any 
individual goals. But after he graduates, he 
said he has a possible plan in mind.

“One day, I want to become an NFL 
general manager,” Walter said. “That’s 
such a long road that I’m developing 
my route right now; I’m thinking about 
getting my masters, potentially. I want to 
stay involved in the game, not necessarily 
coaching, but more so how to manage, how 
to build [and] how to construct a team.”

For now, though, he’ll keep churning 
his way deeper into Rice’s record books, 
one step at a time.
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Volleyball records second tournament sweep of the season
MADISON BUZZARD
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR   

The Rice volleyball team dispatched 
three non-conference opponents on its 
way to a perfect record at the Rice Adidas 
Invitational II held in Tudor Fieldhouse 
last weekend.

The invitational was Rice’s second 
non-conference tournament of the 
season. This time, the Owls’ opponents 
were the University of Mississippi, Austin 
Peay State University and McNeese State 

University. The match against Ole Miss 
was held on Friday night, and the latter 
two games on Saturday. 

Rice entered the matchup against Ole 
Miss coming off a four-set loss to Stephen 
F. Austin State University the previous 
Tuesday. Early on, it appeared as if the 
Owls were in trouble. They lost the first set 
25-21, as Mississippi outside hitter Emily 
Stroup attacked Rice from multiple angles 
en route to six kills in the set. Eventually, 
Rice’s consistency and defensive 
presence became a more important factor 

in the match. Senior libero Lee Ann 
Cunningham manufactured a game-high 
24 digs, freshman setter Carly Graham 
added 28 assists and the Owls dug deep 
on defense to hold Ole Miss to a modest 
.122 hit percentage. 

Rice defeated the Rebels in four sets 
by scores of 21-25, 25-17, 25-21 and 25-20. 
Junior outside hitter Tori Woogk was one 
of four Owls who registered 10 or more 
kills against the Rebels. According to 
Woogk, Rice’s adjustment between the 
first and second set was more about 

execution than strategy.
“We started slow, but after the first set 

we said, ‘What do we want to focus on?’” 
Woogk said. 

“We said passing and serving, and I 
think we came together and fixed what 
we were lacking in the first set and 
brought it back.”

Head coach Genny Volpe said she 
agreed that the Owls’ serving was the 
most important aspect in their defeat of  
Ole Miss. 

SEE VOLLEYBALL PAGE 11

Redshirt senior Austin Walter rushes for a gain during Rice’s 31-28 victory over Prairie View A&M 
University. This season, Walter is averaging career highs in rushing, receiving and returning 
yardage, and is steadily climbing Rice’s all-time leaderboards in several categories. 

photo courtesy david s. elder

If I want to play at 
the next level, I have 
to produce ... I have 
to do even more than 
what I was doing.
Austin Walter
Redshirt Senior Running Back
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“I thought the team did a really nice job 
of serving,” Volpe said. “I thought that 
helped the whole match because it put 
Ole Miss on the defense, and they were 
out of system a little bit more than they 
usually are. I also think our balanced 
attack picked up. Our passing started 
improving, and our setters did a really 
nice job.”

In the second match of the tournament, 
Rice handed Austin Peay its second loss of 
the season in a four-set victory: 25-21, 17-
25, 25-21, 25-20. Graham added another 24 
assists but was outdone by junior setting 
partner Adria Martinez, who tallied 30. 
Sophomore outside hitter Nicole Lennon 
put on a clinic with 25 kills in the match. 

According to Volpe, Rice carried over 
the momentum from Friday’s victory into 
Saturday morning.

“I was pleased with our mental 
approach to the morning match,” 
Volpe said. “Nicole [Lennon] and Grace 
[Morgan] really stepped up offensively 
and Lee Ann [Cunningham] was creating 
transition opportunities. Her defense was 
key in the match.”

The last game of the weekend for Rice 
was against McNeese State, which had 
tallied only one win all season. After 
grinding out two tough four-set matches, 
the Owls rolled over their last opponent 
in three straight sets: 25-17, 25-19, 25-14. 
Morgan, a junior middle blocker, aided 
Rice’s fast start with five kills in the 
opening set.

After the win, Lennon was named 
tournament MVP while Morgan and 
Cunningham were selected to the all-
tournament team along with Lennon. 
Cunningham said she attributed her 
tournament success to maintaining 
control on the volleyball court.

“One of the things we talk about before 
each game that people want to see out of 

Rice Volleyball is being dominant and 
efficient,” Cunningham said. “That was 
a focus for this game especially. We feel 
like we have kind of been playing point 
to point with some teams, but we took 
control tonight.”

Next, Rice will open its conference 
slate Friday at 6 p.m. with a match against 
the University of Texas, El Paso at Tudor 

Fieldhouse. Volpe said the goal of the 
team entering conference play is to stay 
consistent following tournament success.

“Our message in the locker room 
is always progress,” Volpe said. “We 
want to keep making progress and stay 
consistent, and be a better team tomorrow 
than we were today. That message will 
never change.”

Texas law says collision repair  
is up to you.  

Tell the tow truck driver:  
“Direct to Demo’s.”

Our Mechanical Service  
Lowers Car Costs

Fine tuning means better gas mileage.
Alignment & rotation increases tire life.

Scheduled maintenance reduces  
engine wear.Free shuttle to home or office.* 

*Some geographic restrictions apply.

Don’t Let Anyone  
Monkey with Your Car!

We’ll Make It Look Like New...Fast! 

Demo Jr.
Since 1988

Costa
Since 1980

Demo
Since 1964

Demo’s Automotive Center
2438 Tangley at Kelvin in Rice Village

713-526-3781

Senior setter Adria Martinez moves into position for a dig in Rice’s four-set victory over 
the University of Mississippi on Friday at Tudor Fieldhouse.  The Owls prevailed in all three 
weekend matches at the Rice Adidas Invitational II, winning the tournament handily. 

cloris cai / thresher
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While both the soccer and football 
teams had last weekend off, there was 
still plenty of action to go around in 
the Rice sports world. Here are a few 
highlights from the Owls’ weekend slate.

MURRAY WINS TRIATHLON CHAMPIONSHIP
Junior runner Matthew Murray 

won the ITU World Triathlon Grand 
Final in the Male 20-24 age group 
on Sunday in Gold Coast, Australia. 
Murray, who competes for Rice in both 
cross country and track and field, 
completed the triathlon in 1:53:25 — 
more than a minute faster than runner-
up Hamish Longmuir of Australia. The 
race, sanctioned by the International 
Triathlon Union (the international 
governing body for the triathlon), 
was organized into three stages: a 
1500-meter swim to start, followed 
by 40 kilometers of biking and a final 
10-kilometer run. After the swimming 
stage, Murray was in 15th place, but 
his bike time was second-best among 
finishers, and he won the running 
stage by almost two minutes. 

Murray competed in the triathlon 
under the banner of the United States 
— the second time he has represented 
the national team. Two years ago, he 
competed in the Male 18-19 age group 
in Cozumel, Mexico, where he finished 
third overall. This year, his time was 
almost six minutes faster than his 
previous result.  

GOLF FINISHES 16TH AT INVITATIONAL
The Rice golf team struggled in the 

Ram Masters Invitational on Monday 
and Tuesday, finishing in 16th place 
out of the 17-team field at 51 over 
par in the Fort Collins, Colorado-
based tournament. Hometown team 
Colorado State University finished first 
overall at four strokes under par in the 
three-round invitational, winning by 
14 strokes over second-place Illinois 
State University. 

While the Owls started off solidly, 
finishing the first round in eighth 
place, they steadily lost ground over 
the next two rounds. Junior Nicholas 
Duggan was Rice’s top scorer, 
squeaking into the top 15 overall at 
three over par. Sophomore Jake Benson 
also performed well, with a nine-over-
par performance. Both golfers shot a 
career-best 68 (two under par) in the 
first round of the tournament. 

Next, the golf team will travel to 
Dallas for the Trinity Forest Invitational, 
held from Sept. 23 to 25.

SOCCER PREPARES FOR CONFERENCE PLAY
Rice soccer will begin their slate 

of conference games this Thursday 
at 7 p.m. against Middle Tennessee 
State University, followed by another 
conference matchup on Sunday at 6 
p.m. against the University of Texas, 
San Antonio. Both games will be at 
home and held at Holloway Field, with 
attendance free to all Rice students. The 
Owls will look to defend their regular-
season Conference USA title and last 
year’s almost perfect 9-0-1 conference 
record, in the wake of a 2-4 start to this 
season. In particular, Rice’s defense will 
be tested by Middle Tennessee’s potent 
offensive attack, which ranks second in 
C-USA with 2.6 goals scored per game. 

Last week’s game against the 
University of Charlotte was postponed 
due to Hurricane Florence, marking the 
third consecutive year that the Owls’ 
early-season schedule was impacted 
by inclement weather. Last year, Rice 
postponed one game and canceled two 
more after Hurricane Harvey devastated 
the Houston area, and the year before, 
their second game of the season was 
also canceled due to weather.

Rice Athletics 
weekend updates
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to jobs@testmasters.com.

RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle 
&High School Math, Natural & Social Sci-
ence, Foreign Language, Humanities, and 
SAT/ACT prep. reliable transportation re-
quired. Pay is based upon a variety of fac-
tors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
sume to sri.iyengar@sriacademicservices.
com

SEEKING AFTERNOON SITTER for 2nd grad-
er in West University. Pick-up from West U 

elementary a few times a week, from 4-6pm; 
we can be flexible to work with your class 
schedule. Call or text Beth 281-841-1987.

VISIT “RD” AT THE PRE-OWNED SUPER-
CENTER on the South Loop. Used Cars For 
Sale $10k-$60k. All Cars Are Safe, Sound 
& Reliable. We can finance anyone! Call/
Text “RD” for more info. 412-965-3700 (cell 
phone).

WE ARE A UK-BASED art gallery exhibiting 
at the Texas Contemporary Fair on 3-7th 
Oct at George R. Brown Convention Centre, 
Houston. We need to employ a helper on our 
booth at the fair. $12/hr negotiable. Interest 
in contemporary art desirable. info@quan-
tum.co.uk

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Shannon Klein
Business Director

thresher-ads@rice.edu 
P.O. Box 1892

Houston, TX 77005-1892
(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire and written by Simona Matovic and designed by Skidney Garet.  For comments or questions, please email sem11@rice.edu
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There’s no beating around the bush: Rice 
revolves around STEM as much as a flower 

shop revolves around stems. But, the Career 
Expo is all about expecting the unexpected 
— Tudor Fieldhouse actually filling up is no 

normal occurrence. Yet, once you account for 
every humanities pre-med being benched for 

this match-up, it’s really no competition. Most companies don’t go wild at 
the sight of high school debate 

achievements or perfect ACT 
scores. Yet somehow the appeal 

of being a new student’s first-time 
employer is strong enough that 
many say they’re open to taking 

on freshmen. So, really, freshmen 
don’t have much to lose (other 
than their matriculation outfit-

er, business attire-to permanent 
sweat stains).

Which one of these groups 
that you avoid at parties 

comes out on top? It’s hard 
to compare their insane 
levels of unshakeable 
shamelessness and 

unapologetic cringeyness. 
At the end of the day, who’s 

really killing the game at 
Rice? We’ve got to hand it 
to freshmen. They’re still 

under the illusion that 
work-life balance exists, 

publics are fun and eating 
servery pizza for every meal 

is sustainable; of course 
they’re winning.

Most Rice upperclassmen know the rule: Hold 
off on getting with a freshman, who is probably 
a legally recognized adult, until a semi-arbitrary 
date a few months into school, even though you 

might be, like, a year older than them. But, in 
life, rules generally get broken and pumpkins 

generally get smashed.

The first Texas Senate debate is this Friday. 
Since most voters aren’t going to be swayed in 
either direction, it’s important to acknowledge 
who will actually dominate the night: that guy 
who’s majoring in Math Econ and won’t shut 

the fuck up. Whether or not you care about his 
hot takes on the economic effects of either 
candidate’s platform (and you don’t), you’ll 

hear his argument loud, clear and interspersed 
with the term “cuck” a number of times 

directly proportional to beers he’s consumed.

Anyone who has to journey through the Grove 
on this cursed day knows the horror of “Feliz 
Navidad” blaring on repeat incessantly. On 

behalf of every South College resident taking 
this big loss, I’d like to wish Baker a merry 

power outage, from the bottom of my heart.  

One can only listen to, “Duuude, 
it used to be a private, it was 

so lit. No, trust me, it was dope 
before SJP did it dirty, it’s trash 

now!” for so long before just 
conceding, “True, bro, you just 
DESTROYED Baker Christmas’ 

clout. And I’m sure it was actu-
ally awesome; hyped-up Rice 
privates are definitely always 

awesome.”

It’s Fantasy FOOTball season. While Rice 
students generally aren’t big on sports, 

they love statistics. There are age-old 
rivalries here on campus that we know 

y’all care way more about. Here are our 
projections for the matchups that are 

actually relevant.

‘22

‘22

‘22

‘22




