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RECAP OF 
SCREW-YER-
ROOMMATE

I had a lot of fun at screw and really liked my 
date! We went to Jason’s Deli and then the soccer 
game after. Later in the night, we went to a few 
parties and had fun there as well.

Drew AxelsonDrew (my date) was a total goober and was 
super entertaining, making up for the fact that 
his end of the costume wasn’t [as] up to par as 
mine. Overall 10/10 would screw with him again.

Brittany Bui

My date and I went as good and 
bad Kermit which was pretty hard 
to pull off. Literally we just printed 

pictures of the meme and taped 
them to our shirts.

Emma Donnelley

ELLA FELDMAN
ASST. FEATURES  EDITOR

Thomas Herring, Mikaela Juzswik and 
Gentry Clark don’t particularly like reality 
TV. Nathalie Phillips doesn’t keep up with 
any except for Dancing with the Stars, which 
she said she’s been watching religiously 
for over 10 years. Despite their aversions to 
the genre, these four Rice students spent a 
summer weekend participating in a reality 
TV competition, set to air in 2019.

Make48 is a PBS nationally aired 
engineering competition where teams have 
two days to create a marketable product 
within the conditions of a challenge, which is 
revealed at the start of the 48 hours. 

The first two seasons of Make48 featured 
competitors of all ages and backgrounds. 
Season one’s challenge was “innovative 
household products,” and the winning 
designs included a silicone drain stopper 
and a device that aids in potty-training. For 
season three, the show decided to feature 
12 teams, each representing a different 
university. The Rice team, which called itself 

SuperbOwl, competed against teams from 
Georgetown University, Tulane University 
and The University of Miami, among others.

Herring, a Martel College junior, heard 
about Make48 through an email sent out by 
the Oshman Engineering Design Kitchen. 
As As the electrical lead at the OEDK, 
Herring makes sure the electrical lab is in 
good condition and helps students with 
electrical projects. 

The OEDK held an invention competition 
in March to select the Make48 team, where 

about 10 contestants competed in a variety 
of challenges to assess their building, 
communication and presentation skills. One 
challenge, where competitors had to work 
with someone who was blindfolded, assessed 
communication. Another challenge was to 
build a catapult that could launch a paper 
ball, and Herring’s invention — which relied 
on a desk with a castor wheel — was one of 
the most successful. 

The judges, who were staff members at the 
OEDK, chose four winners and two alternates 
to advance to the show. Herring, Phillips and 
Clark were selected for Rice’s Make48 team, 
and Juzswik made it on the team after being 
chosen as an alternate.

The team met a few times before the school 
year ended, kept in touch over GroupMe 
over the summer and delegated who would 
work on what during the competition. They 
traveled to Baltimore, Maryland in August 
for the competition, which took place from 
Friday, Aug. 10 to Sunday, Aug. 12. That 
Friday morning, the competing teams were 
presented with a challenge — which cannot 
be revealed yet due to non-disclosure 
agreements — and given the next 48 hours 
to create a marketable product within given 
budget and production value limits. 

Forty-eight hours is not a lot of time to 
engineer a product, according to Herring.

“To collapse all of that design work, all of 
the manufacturing of the final product into a 
48-hour window, was really taxing,” he said.

Juzswik, who graduated from Rice earlier 
this year, said the many late nights she’d 
spent in the ODEK helped her feel a little 
more prepared for this time constraint. 

“My natural knack for poor planning 

Students invent on time-crunch in reality TV show

Trailblazing: 
Matchbox 
rebrands

CHRISTINA TAN
A&E EDITOR

After ten years of student and local 
art exhibitions, Matchbox Gallery is 
officially rebranding to Inferno Gallery, 
Inferno for short.

Perhaps the mysterious Sewall Art 
stickers are meant to serve as indicators 
for Sewall’s tiny gallery, tucked away 
in the courtyard. Accessible through 
the second floor (also known as, to the 
confusion of many freshmen, the floor 
below the quad entrance) and a sloping 
outdoor staircase, Inferno is the only 
student-run gallery on campus. Under the 
leadership of Lovett College senior and 
director Suzanne Zeller, Inferno marks a 
new stage in the gallery’s long history.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
When Chris Sperandio, head of the 

Studio Art program, arrived in 2008, he 
found an absence of student-run spaces. 
To rectify the issue, Sperandio proposed 
converting his second floor office into 
a 1,600 square foot student-run gallery 
– a proposal promptly approved and 
executed. Aptly named for its small size, 
Matchbox Gallery and Art Space held its 
inaugural exhibition, “For Uncle Buddy 
with Love” by Erin Rouse (Wiess ‘10) on 
Sept. 29, 2009.

“It’s a space for self-directed 
exploration, and it really fits the bill in 
terms of being a very viable exhibition 
venue [where] our students [can] learn the 
ropes,” Sperandio said. “Understanding 
what an exhibition is, is part of being an 
artist, and it’s part of art training.”

According to Zeller, students direct and 
design the gallery with little assistance 
and have been doing so since the gallery’s 
founding. The students’ work includes 
spackling the gallery walls, hanging or 
installing the artwork and developing the 
branding and marketing for the artwork. 
In this spirit of student independence, 
Sperandio said he takes a mostly hands-
off approach with the gallery. Chair of the 
VADA Department John Sparagana said 
he shared this hands-off approach. 

“The [VADA] department typically 
contributes $1000 [to Inferno] per 
year, sometimes more if its called for,” 
Sparagana said. “We meet with the 
director or co-directors initially, and we 
are available if support is needed, but we 
try to stay out of their way.”

RENOVATIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS
In 2010, the Thresher reported on 

Matchbox’s Envision Grant, which 
offered awards of up to $2,500 to 
students with community-enriching 
ideas. Logan Beck (Hanszen ‘10) applied 
for and received the grant, which he said 
he used to install track lighting, improve 
walls and expand marketing. 

“It was a really happy day when I 
found out that I got the grant,” Beck said 
in 2010. “What it means is that not only 
is this something that the students are 
behind, but also that Rice sees this as 
something that needed to happen. And its 
success speaks for itself.”

The Envision Grant transformed 
Matchbox from a hole-filled black box 
into a white-walled room with appropriate 
lighting. However, it wasn’t until 2013 
that the gallery became the modern 
space it is today. With the help of VADA 
professor Karin Broker, the gallery won 
the Bill Wilson Student Initiative Grant. 
According to Matchbox’s website, this 

SEE MATCHBOX PAGE 8SEE MAKE48 PAGE 6

ENGINEERED TO WIN

To collapse all of that 
design work, all of the 
manufacturing of the 
final product into a 48-
hour window, was really 
taxing. 
Thomas Herring
Martel College Junior

gentry clarknathalie phillipsthomas herring mikaela juzswik
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I didn’t want to participate in Screw but my 
roommate was so persuasive! And I am so grate-
ful: She did so well with our costumes, and I met 
this fabulous SushiSquad.

Camille Barro
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Rice architecture rose in the rankings 
in undergraduate and graduate 
programs, ranking in the top ten in the 
country for both categories, according to 
Architectural Record. 

The undergraduate program ranked 
second and the graduate program ranked 
seventh, up from sixth and 16th last year, 
respectively.  

The standings were decided by 
DesignIntelligence, a company centered 
on the success of architecture and 
engineering organizations.  While it’s 
true that there are a plethora of rankings 
for architecture schools, there is a 
special emphasis placed on rankings by 
DesignIntelligence, architecture major 
Shree Kale said.

“If you Google best architecture schools 
you’ll see,” Kale, a Duncan College junior, 
said. “Niche last year ranked us No. 1, but 
we didn’t think as much of that one as 
we do of this one, just because for some 
reason there’s a level of credibility that’s 
given to DesignIntelligence.  It’s what 
firms look at, it’s what we looked at when 
we were applying.”

The graduate architecture program 
saw an especially large jump in rankings 
— up nine spots to No. 7.  

Graduate student David Rader said he 
couldn’t name specific changes between 
last year and now, but noted that the 
program’s leadership recognized what it 
needed to improve after dropping out of 

the top 10.
“I think after the rankings last 

year Rice’s leadership took stock and 
evaluated what they were doing well 
and what they could do better,” Rader 
said.  “And so I think they were able 
to communicate some of those things 
to the students as well as to a broader 
community.”

According to ArchDaily, the 
DesignIntelligence rankings are 
determined by feedback from surveys 
sent out to professionals in the fields of 
architecture and interior design.

Dean of Architecture Sarah Whiting 
said that even though these numbers 
never tell the whole story about a 
program, the DesignIntelligence 
rankings earn the school a special level 
of recognition.

“These rankings are done by 
interviewing people who run offices and 
asking them about the people who work 
for them, or sort of the reputation of the 
schools,” Whiting said.  “I think that 
students, I think parents pay attention to 
it.  It’s made our alumni proud. I’ve gotten 
really nice notes from them.  It’s made 
the school’s friends proud. Our board of 
advisors have all been really pleased.”

The programs are not the only 
ones receiving national recognition. 
Architectural Record named Whiting the 
most admired educator in architecture, 
landscape architecture and interiors. 

Architecture major Metinee Ding said 
the school’s unique undergraduate class 
size might have also contributed to the 

improved ranking.
“I think that because the class is so 

small, we’re able to have more exposure 
to the professors and more one-on-one 
time to speak with them regarding our 
work, which is really helpful,” Ding, 
a Sid Richardson College senior, said. 
“I personally get to speak to my studio 
professor three times a week.”

Several students said that the small 
size of the undergraduate program is 
what sets it apart from those at other 
schools.  Phoebe Cox, a Jones College 
junior, said she takes pride in the fact that 
Rice architecture ranks among programs 
at schools five times Rice’s size.  

“Just the fact that it’s such a small 

community going out into the workforce 
and having such an influence means a 
lot,” Cox said.

DesignIntelligence has ranked Rice’s 
undergraduate program in the top 10 for 
the past five years. 

Will Rice senior Edward Liew said 
even making the list is a significant 
achievement. 

“I think that at this point probably a 
lot of firms understand what are the top 
schools, and so Rice [is] already among 
them, regardless of what the rankings 
say,” Liew said. “I think that they already 
have this notion that graduates of Rice’s 
undergraduate program are pretty good 
candidates for hire.”

Architecture programs jump in national rankings

heardAR UNDcampus

BA(R)T SIGNAL

GRACIOUS GUESTS
“They were very, ‘Oh, we don’t want to disturb you.’ 
That’s the kind of people they were.”
Remembering when the McMurtrys came to visit.

“I smile every time I see the word “art” projected on 
the side of Sewall Hall, projected like the bat signal.”
Discussing his idea to project the gallery name onto the building.

MARGARET BEIER
McMurtry College Magister

CHRIS SPERANDIO
Founder of Inferno Gallery

infographic by sydney garrett
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Rice Housing and Dining has instituted 
a new system of trash disposal in residential 
colleges on the north side of campus as well 
as beta testing of student swipers on evening 
shifts in West Servery, according to Housing 
and Dining Senior Business Director David 
McDonald.

According to McDonald, the new trash 
disposal system, currently in place at 
Brown, Duncan, Jones, Martel and McMurtry 
colleges, involves communal receptacles on 
each dorm floor. Students must dispose of 
the trash and recycling from their rooms in 
these receptacles, which are then taken out 
by Housing and Dining custodians. 

Separate receptacles are in place for trash, 
general recycling and specialized recycling, 
according to Jones Student Maintenance 
Representative Josh Perez. Trash bags are 
also available at the end of the hallway for 
students to change their room trash bags, 
according to Brown College President Taylor 
Morin.

The trash receptacles are constructed 
from recycled milk jugs and are custom made 
for each college, according to McDonald. 
According to the North college presidents, 
only the trash cans at Duncan and Jones 
display the college crests; trash cans at the 
other three colleges display the Rice logo. 

Housing and Dining ordered 62 
receptacles for the North colleges, amounting 

to approximately 12 per college, according to 
McDonald.

The trash receptacles at all North campus 
colleges are currently in place. Martel 
received their trash cans most recently, on 
Sept. 6, according to Martel President Russell 
Kielawa.

Prior to this year, Housing and Dining 
custodians collected the trash from each 
room individually. According to McDonald, 
custodians found the amount of trash and 
recycling picked up on a daily basis to be 
difficult and time-consuming.

“It’s not really an environmental benefit,” 
McDonald said. “The volume [of trash] hasn’t 
changed. It’s an efficiency factor for our 
trash collection, to get it out of the building 
quicker.”

In the summer of 2017, Housing and Dining 
first piloted the communal trash disposal 
system at Brown College and received positive 
feedback, according to McDonald. The system 
has been in place at Brown ever since.

Morin, a senior, said Brown was selected 
for the pilot program because its students 
wanted to collaborate with H&D to implement 
the change. 

“I think the system is great,” Morin said. 
“It is simple and didn’t take much getting 
used to, and it has significantly reduced 
the amount of unnecessary trash Brown 
produces. While every college is different, I 
imagine the other colleges will see similar 
benefits to what we’ve seen at Brown.”

According to Morin, the new disposal 
system reduces trash bag waste. In the old 
system, students would often leave trash 
cans out indefinitely, and custodians would 
replace trash bags regardless of the amount 
of trash inside, often needlessly.

Perez, a senior, said he thinks the biggest 
advantage of the new system is the lighter 
workload on H&D custodians.

“It never made sense for H&D staff to go 
from room to room replacing trash every 
single day, when there are more specific jobs 
that can be more useful,” Perez said.

According to McDonald, H&D will gather 
feedback on the program throughout the year 
and hope to start implementing the program 

next year in other colleges.
H&D is also currently beta testing student 

swipers at West Servery during weekday 
dinners and both meals on Sunday, according 
to an email sent from Duncan President Greg 
Van Kirk to the college. 

“Cashiering positions are pretty difficult to 
staff,” McDonald said. “It’s much easier for us 
to hire people who are willing to do the work 
during the daytime. So we thought, we have a 
whole bunch of students that live here. What 
if they would be willing to manage the cashier 
stations at our critical times where we’re 
having a hard time staffing in the evenings?”

Previously, H&D had hired high school 
students to cover evening shifts, but the 
students had scheduling difficulties that 
conflicted with work, according to McDonald.

Duncan and McMurtry each has a team 
of student swipers to staff the servery, 
headed by a student manager. The student 
swipers will receive a compensation of $10 
per hour as well as a free meal before or after 
their shift, while the managers will receive 
compensations of $12 per hour according to 
the email sent by Van Kirk. 

To provide an incentive to the colleges 

beta testing the program, H&D is providing 
Duncan and McMurtry each with a $5000 
bonus to their ambiance funds in addition 
to the yearly $5000 given to each college by 
H&D to spend on improvements, according 
to McDonald. Currently, the two colleges are 
each projected to receive $10,000 this year in 
ambiance funds.

According to McDonald, a percentage 
of the additional money will be deducted if 
problems arise with how the colleges manage 
their programs. The primary problem he 
foresees potentially arising is cashiers not 
showing up to their shifts.

Elhadji Diop, the servery swiper manager 
for Duncan, said the program has been going 
smoothly so far. 

“We have had little to no issues 
whatsoever,” Diop, a sophomore, said. “It is 
a very humble position where [swipers] are 
able to earn some cash while helping out 
H&D with their new initiative. The job itself is 
low stress, so that is a huge plus.”

After running the beta test and soliciting 
input, H&D plans on expanding the student 
swiper program to other serveries, according 
to McDonald.

H&D changes waste policy, beta tests student swipers

The Rice Thresher

Changes Implemented in Fall 2018 

Student workers swipe cards at West 
Servery on weekday evenings and Sundays.

In North campus colleges, students dispose 
of their room’s trash into hallway trash. 

NEW TRASH CANS IN 
DUNCAN COLLEGE

SA clarifies effects of possible federal Title IX changes

infographic by sydney garrett

New H&D Practices

RISHAB RAMAPRIYAN
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

The Student Association Senate hosted 
a presentation on Sept. 10 regarding 
potential federal Title IX policy changes 
and their possible effects on Rice 
University practices. 

SA Director of Government Relations 
Nia Prince said this presentation was 
meant to clarify Title IX and Rice’s Sexual 
Misconduct Policy as well as dispel 
speculation about policy changes in light 
of the The New York Times’ Aug. 29 report 
on proposed changes to federal policy. 
Prince led the presentation along with 
Associate Dean of Undergraduates Allison 
Vogt and Associate Director of Student 
Judicial Programs Carrie Willard. 

Prince said the proposed regulations 
described would not affect Rice’s Sexual 
Misconduct Policy as Title IX sets only a 
minimum requirement and Rice “goes 
above” that requirement. However, 
Willard later said that Rice goes above 
the minimum requirement in terms of 
additional services Rice offers, such 
as Title IX navigators, but not the 

adjudication process.  
“We wanted to ensure that students 

know that Rice policy is not going to move 
in the direction of the alleged proposed 
regulations, and to focus our conversation 
on moving forward on conversations of 
how cases are handled,” Prince said. 

Prince said in her presentation that the 
proposed regulations as described in the 
Times have not been officially released, 
and there are no changes to federal 
education policy as of now. 

During the question-and-answer 
session that followed the presentation, 
Brown College President Taylor Morin, 
a senior, asked Vogt to clarify how much 
freedom Rice had in interpreting and 
enforcing Title IX policy. 

Vogt said Title IX policy changes 
typically come in the form of guidelines 
and regulations, which universities can 
choose whether or not to follow. However 
if any changes to Title IX are codified in 
the law, Rice would have to adhere to such 
policies given that Rice receives federal 
funding, according to Vogt. 

Vogt said she is not able to comment 
on how Rice policies would change until 

specific Title IX policy changes, in the form 
of either guidelines or codified regulations, 
are released and Rice administration has 
had a chance to review them. 

SA President Ariana Engles, said the 
SA, while a nonpartisan organization, can 
still pass senate resolutions which state 
student opinion, as they have done in 
the past and could do again if the Title IX 
policies change.

“As we did at Senate on Monday, our 
interest is in making sure that students 
have factual information related to Title 
IX policies,” Engles, a Lovett College 
junior, said. “I hope that our community 
continues to engage in conversation about 
Title IX, sexual assault, interpersonal 
violence and sexual misconduct at large.”

This article has been condensed for print. 
Read the full version at ricethresher.org

It never made sense for 
H&D staff to go from room 
to room replacing trash 
every single day, when 
there are more specific 
jobs that can be useful.
Josh Perez
JONES COLLEGE SMR

sirui zhou/thresher

Members of the Student Association listen to a presentation on how the proposed Title IX 
changes reported on by the New York Times could impact Rice policy.
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Burton “Burt” McMurtry, Baker 
‘56 and the Rice alumnus after whom 
McMurtry College is named, passed 
away on Sunday, Sept. 2 at his home in 
Palo Alto, California. He was 83.

Deedee McMurtry, wife of Burton and 
Rice alumnus class of 1956, wrote her 
husband passed peacefully surrounded 
by family.

“Burton McMurtry was a true 
philanthropist,” Darrow Zeidenstein, 
vice president of development and 
alumni relations, said.

Zeidenstein said Burton and Deedee 
approached President David Leebron 
during the Centennial Campaign, 
asking what they could do to support 
the Rice community and improve it. 
The McMurtrys pledged $32 million 
to Rice, their alma mater, in 2006 as 
it moved into its second century and 
underwent a 30 percent expansion of the 
undergraduate student body, according 
to Rice University News & Media. 

Leebron said this contribution 
resulted in the founding of McMurtry 
College as Rice’s 10th residential college, 
in a 2006 article for Rice University News 
& Media.

“Deedee and Burt have been both 
extraordinarily generous and tireless 
in their support of Rice,” Leebron 
said. “They have always responded to 
the university’s most pressing needs 
and have provided inspired volunteer 
leadership that has impacted the lives 
of many generations of Rice graduates.”

The Association of Rice Alumni in 
1990 awarded Burton with the gold 
medal in the laureates awards program, 
the highest of three possible honors 
recognizing distinguished service to the 
university.

According to the McMurtry College 
website, Burton had a long history of 
support for Rice as an advocate of the 
residential college system. He showed 
his support by serving 17 years on the 
Rice University board.

“Burton McMurtry had been 
student body president and a student 
representative on the committee 
that called for the establishment of 
residential colleges back in the 1950s,” 
Zeidenstein said.

According to the website Inside 
Philanthropy, after graduating from 

Rice with Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor 
of Science degrees in the electrical 
engineering class of 1956 and 1957, 
respectively, Burton earned master’s 
and doctoral degrees in electrical 
engineering at Stanford University. 

He later went on to become a Silicon 
Valley venture capitalist and co-founded 
several venture capital partnerships, 
according to the website Prabook.

The McMurtry College website states 
that the McMurtrys have since established 
two endowed professorships and two 
endowed scholarships. They also gave to 
the Rice Annual Fund, the Class of 1956 
Scholarship Fund and Anne and Charles 
Duncan Hall, as well as many other areas 
of the campus.

McMurtry College magister Margaret 
Beier said students recently gave Deedee 
and Burton a tour of the residential 
college.

“They wanted to be invited to all of 
our McScottish Nights and things just in 
case they were in town,” Margaret Beier 
said. 

According to Inside Philanthropy, the 
McMurtrys’ contributions have included  
donations to the International Rescue 
Committee, Global Heritage Fund and 
environmental organizations such as 
Wildaid and Peninsula Open Space 
Trust.

Burton said the residential college 
system is uniquely Rice.

“It was delightful to see and it 
continues to be delightful to see how 
well the system has worked,” Burton 
said in Rice Story Project. 

Burton is survived by his wife 
of 62 years, Deedee, two children, 
four grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren – with another due in the 
coming months.

KIMMY SCHUSTER
THRESHER STAFF

The School of Humanities is establishing 
a committee of at least 20 students this 
fall to improve undergraduate academic 
and extracurricular experiences in the 
department, according to Associate Dean of 
Humanities Lora Wildenthal.

Wildenthal emailed students in the 
humanities to invite them to join the 
committee, asking for applications by Sept. 
12. According to Wildenthal, she and Dean 
of Humanities Kathleen Canning will review 
the applications. Wildenthal said she might 
do a second round of invitations to get the 
breadth of representation they seek.

Darren Pomida, a Will Rice College senior 
and co-president of the Rice Historical 
Review, said he believes this committee will 
enable discovery and better understanding 
of the needs of humanities students. 

“Having an organization that takes 
into account the opinions and needs of a 
diverse set of fields, majors, interests, and 
experiences in a formal way gives the school 
a better picture of the realities of humanities 
life at Rice,” Pomida said.

According to Wildenthal, the idea for 
a student advisory committee originated 
three years ago with the Rice undergraduate 
humanities student-led club Litterarum 
Lumen, which became inactive when many 

of its members graduated. Wildenthal said 
she hopes to establish a more permanent 
student group.

“While a group founded by the dean’s 
office is less independent than a student-
founded group, it can be somewhat protected 
from the ebbs and flows of student turnover 
due to graduation,” Wildenthal said.

Canning, who joined Rice’s faculty in 
January 2018, said she has an interest in 
creating greater recognition of the role of the 
humanities on the Rice campus.

“The present moment is a critical one 
for the Humanities,” Canning said. “A shift 
is underway towards recognition of the 
Humanities as a crucial partner for science, 
medicine and engineering, for critical 
thinking about data ethics, medical advances 
and technological transformations.”

Previously, according to Wildenthal, the 
dean’s office contacted students on occasion 
to speak about research, internships and 
general concerns. The dean and associate 
dean began working with former Student 
Association President Justin Onwenu and 
the rest of the SA to create a permanent 
platform for communication between the 
two humanities deans, faculty and staff of 
the School of Humanities and humanities 
undergraduates.

“We want more regular, sustained, two-
way communication with a wider range 
of students, beyond the ones we happen 

to know or the ones referred to us, who 
have committed themselves to the study 
of a major or minor in the humanities,” 
Wildenthal said.

Wildenthal also said the SA hoped to 
create these types of committees in all 
undergraduate schools of study. A similar 
student advisory board is established in the 
School of Social Sciences.

Connor Rothschild, a Martel College 
sophomore and member of the Social 
Sciences Student Advisory Board, said he 
sees his role on the committee as providing 
a critical student perspective to decision-

making.
“We continuously collaborate with the 

dean’s advisory board so as to maximize 
the effectiveness of changes by providing a 
student perspective,” Rothschild said.

Sarah Smati, a Sid Richardson College 
junior, said she sees the student advisory 
committee as gatekeepers between the 
student body and the administration.

“The board can truly help with 
communicating between the two parties 
and informing students on new initiatives 
as well as gathering feedback for the dean,” 
Smati said.

Burt McMurtry passes at 83

Student committee to advise on undergraduate experience in School of Humanities 

Allison Vogt named new associate dean of undergraduates

NEWS IN BRIEF
Anna Ta

News Editor
Allison Vogt, formerly the director 

for sexual violence prevention and Title 
IX support, has begun her new role as 
an associate dean of undergraduates, 
according to an email from Dean of 
Undergraduates Bridget Gorman. 

Vogt will be overseeing the Student 
Wellbeing Office, the Counseling 
Center, Student Judicial Programs, and 
her former office.

“In her time at Rice, Allison has 
done top-notch work for us in Title IX 
and in her collaborative activities with 
others in the division,” Gorman said in 
the email.

“I am looking forward to this new 
adventure and to continuing to work 
with the great group of folks in the 
four offices,” Vogt said. “My priority 
at this point is to make sure that the 
offices have what they need to continue 
to support our students and to begin 
looking for any gaps in services for us 
to address.”

The search is underway to fill 
her former role as Title IX director, 
according to Vogt.

She is replacing Donald Ostdiek, 
who retired at the end of the 2017-2018 
academic year. 

Rice partners with Texas legislature to launch policy internships

yi luo/thresher

Ranie Lin
For the Thresher

Rice will pilot a paid internship in 
conjunction with the Texas legislature 
this spring in Austin, offering select 
students the opportunity to work 
hands-on with research, bill drafting 
and policy analysis. 

According to John Michael Austin, a 
Baker College senior who helped organize 
the internship, the program will run from 
January to May and allow Rice students to 
work full-time.

“A typical day will probably consist 
of talking to a couple of lobbyists and 
meeting with your state representative 
on some topic or issue,” Austin said. “A 
lot of times, you will find that you are the 
person in the office that is responsible for 
a certain policy area.”

The program is accepting Rice students 
from all academic backgrounds. 

“I have never taken a policy class and I 
still had a really great experience,” Austin 
said. “This program is for students who 
are interested in figuring out how the 
Texas legislature works. You don’t have 
to be a policy major, you just have to be 
willing to do the work.”

While the Baker Institute already funds 
a cohort of students for summer policy 
internships in Washington, D.C., the new 
program with the Texas legislature aims 
to increase collaboration with local and 
state politics and policymaking. 

“The big difference is that this is 
the height of state policy,” Austin said. 
“State policy completely dictates the 
way that we live our lives in the city. 
The Texas legislature is incredibly 
productive during these 150 days, so it’s 
a little more intense.” 

To apply, a resume and cover letter will 
need to be submitted. Interested students 
should contact Austin at jma11@rice.edu 
by the third week of September. 

illustration by esther tang

[Deedee and Burt] 
have provided inspired 
volunteer leadership that 
has impacted the lives of 
many generations of Rice 
graduates.
David Leebron
Rice University President
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“Oh no, you’re just a freshman. You 
don’t need to worry about going to the 
career fair until junior year.” 

I graduated from Rice two years ago, 
but I still remember the relief I felt after  
my O-Week PAA told  me that I shouldn’t 
worry about attending Rice’s fall career 
fair. I was a first-semester freshman, 
just figuring things out. Not having to 
go to the career fair meant not having to 
measure myself up to other engineering 
students, and since I was struggling to 
get more than a 40 percent on weekly 
PHYS 101 quizzes, that was more than 
alright with me. 

I wish that, six years ago, one of my 
advisers had told me the impact that 
getting a “real” job, outside the hedges 
and in my chosen field, could have on 
my career.  The three authors on this 
piece, all Rice alumni working at General 
Electric, are passing along this advice: 
Don’t wait until junior year. Getting real-
world, relevant, practical experience 
in a field is the best way to set your 
professional career up for success.

There are in fact many reasons you 
should consider getting professional 
work experience as early as possible. 
First, experience itself is the best way to 
see what the day-to-day life of someone 
working in a field is really like. While 
classes at Rice will teach you important 
fundamentals, they aren’t going to 
give you the practical experience to 
understand what a career path looks 
like. Taking multiple internships or 

co-ops allows you to gain insight into 
different industries. Maybe you know 
you want to be a computer engineer, but 
you aren’t sure if you want to develop 
avionics systems for airplanes or high-
voltage generators for medical imaging 
equipment. Internships and co-ops 
are the best way to find out. Gaining 
professional job experience early on also 
builds a network of mentors, coaches 
and sponsors who can 
facilitate connections, 
provide guidance 
and help you grow in 
professionally relevant 
ways.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
holding a professional 
internship early on in 
your undergraduate 
career is the best way 
to distinguish yourself 
when applying for 
full-time positions. 
An internship in your 
chosen field allows 
you to build a breadth and depth of 
experience you can draw on later — 
either during tough interviews (in 
response to the inevitable “Tell me about 
a time when…” questions) or actual jobs. 
Nothing beats professional internships in 
proving that you have specific skills that 
are relevant to the job for which you’re 
applying. For this reason, recruiters 
like us value professional internships 
or co-ops more than other experiences, 

such as research, study abroad or 
student leadership (including O-Week 
coordinating, student-run businesses, 
and residential college leadership, to 
name a few).  These experiences can 
make a strong applicant stronger, but 
serve best to complement, rather than 
replace, professional job experience. 

Finally, internships and co-ops at 
global technology firms, for example, 

typically pay $25 
to $30 an hour! 
Assuming a 40-hour 
work week, this adds 
up to as much as 
$14,400 for a 12-week 
internship or $28,800 
for a six-month co-
op. This investment 
of your time can 
make a significant 
dent in your student 
loans. Additionally, 
many co-ops offer 
healthcare benefits, 
increasing the 

financial incentive. 
To land one of these internships, the 

first thing you’ll want to do is touch up 
your resume and get someone to review 
it. Unless you are a Ph.D. candidate with 
extensive published works, it should all fit 
on a single page. Reach out to an adviser 
at the Center for Career Development 
or even that suave upperclassman who 
just got back from a summer internship 
at a consulting firm for help. Consider 

joining a professional society (SWE, 
SHPE, NSBE, SASE, BMES, AICHE, ASME, 
etc.) and attending its professional 
conferences and career fairs. Company 
representatives at these career fairs, as 
well as the Rice career fair, are typically 
allotted a certain number of internships 
that they can fill, so it is a huge step 
forward compared to online applications. 
Build and use a professional network of 
Rice alumni. If you have mentors who 
are upperclassmen, ask them if they can 
introduce you to friends working in your 
target industry. Finally, if you’re going 
to cold-call, start with a smaller firm 
as they have more flexibility and fewer 
applicants. 

In summary, a professional internship 
or co-op is the best way to decide what 
career you want to pursue, to build the 
skills needed to be successful in that 
career and to stand out against other 
applicants in that career. It is never too 
early to apply, as some companies, like 
GE, recruit freshmen and keep bringing 
them back for successive experiences. 
Don’t be afraid to deploy some of that 
Rice #UnconventionalWisdom toward 
getting your first internship early on in 
your undergraduate career. You’ll be glad 
you did. 

Ten years ago, visual and dramatic 
arts professor Chris Sperandio founded 
Matchbox Gallery out of his old office 
(see p. 1). A decade later, Matchbox, now 
Inferno, is the only space on campus 
solely dedicated to student art. However, 
student artists and the VADA department 
need more space to create and display 
their work.

This is not the first editorial the 
Thresher has published on the Rice 
administration’s disregard for student 
art. Despite the existence of an art 
museum in the form of the Moody Center 
on campus, senior VADA students’ art 
continues to be relegated to small studios 
in Sewall Hall. Student artists featured 
in last year’s Art at Rice banners, which 
hung on lampposts around campus, 
were never credited for their artwork, 
despite criticism which included an 
opinion piece by a former Thresher arts 
and entertainment editor. 

Even now, the document describing 
each banner lists student work as “Rice 
Student Art,” while other works feature 
artists’ names and the titles of their 
work. Initiatives like the juiceBOXes, 
refurbished containers that serve as 
studios, hang on a funding thread, 

relying on external grants without an 
endowment or designated budget. 

The black box theater in the Moody 
Center, the only space in the building 
clearly advertised online as available for 
student artists, requires users to represent 
“diverse disciplines” — a standard in 
line with Moody’s “interdisciplinary 
approach” but unfriendly to productions 
put on solely by VADA students. Even if a 
team of students successfully books their 
production in the black box, no funding 
is available from the Moody Center, an 
additional burden to cash-strapped 
undergraduates. 

The administration should not be 
lulled into complacency by student and 
faculty initiatives like Matchbox Gallery, 
Espresso Yourself and the juiceBOXes. 
Huge construction projects like the 
opera house and the new social sciences 
building are a slap in the face to VADA 
professors and students who remain 
confined to tiny spaces across campus. 
A decade from now, we — along with 
Sperandio, who began the Matchbox 
Gallery a decade ago — hope a fine arts 
building exists on campus that meets the 
needs of student artists and the VADA 
department.

The Rice Thresher, the official 
student newspaper at Rice 
University since 1916, is published 
each Wednesday during the school 
year, except during examination 
periods and holidays, by the 
students of Rice University.
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signed, including college and year 
if the writer is a Rice student. The 
Thresher reserves the rights to edit 
letters for content and length and 
to place letters on its website.

Editorial and business offices are 
located on the second floor of the 
Ley Student Center:
6100 Main St., MS-524
Houston, TX 77005-1892
Phone (713) 348-4801
Email: thresher@rice.edu
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Give student artists the space they deserve

Don’t wait until 
junior year. Getting 
real-world, relevant 
practical experience 
in a field is the best 
way to set your 
professional career up 
for success.
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meant that most of [my projects] were made 
in the face of very similar deadlines to 
Make48's, so this felt like it'd be right up my 
alley,” she said.

Still, sacrifices had to be made. One 
of them was sleep—which was banned 
within the makerspace building, according 
to Juzswik. Herring said he slept only 
one of the 48 hours, curled up in one of 
the hammocks the team purchased on a 
hardware store run.

Time was another sacrifice. Herring 
explained that due to the nature of television 
production, things such as shopping runs 
that could’ve taken 30 minutes ended up 
taking many hours. Even simple actions 
like carrying prototypes up and down a 
flight of stairs had to be repeated various 
times to get the perfect shot.

The contestants were banned from 
operating much of the engineering 
equipment and had to delegate those tasks 
to the Make48 staff. Juzswik and Phillips, 
a senior at McMurtry college, said that 
because they were used to working with 
this kind of equipment in the OEDK, they 
struggled with this constraint.

“As a lab assistant, it felt super weird 
having to ask someone to drill a hole that 
just didn’t 3D print right, because it’s so 
simple,” Phillips said. “I almost felt like 
a nuisance.”

There were many difficulties the Rice 
team faced throughout the competition, 
Herring said. He said his most personally 
challenging moment resulted from one 

of his own mistakes–at around 5 a.m. on 
Sunday, he accidentally blew up one of the 
device’s circuits.

“That was a hard moment,” he said. 
“Everything was going to plan and 
everything was going well and then all of 
the sudden we had this huge roadblock 
because of a personal mistake, a silly 
thing.”

Pushing through sleep deprivation, the 
team was able to get past this mistake and 
continue work on their product. After what 
Herring described as a physically grueling 
48 hours, SuperbOwl had a completed 
prototype that they then presented to the 
Make48 judges. 

They were one of the few teams cross 
the finish line with a functioning device, 
according to Herring. Herring, Juzswik and 
Phillips all said this final breakthrough was 
their favorite moment from the weekend.

“Everyone on our team was able to use 
their skills to make it happen,” Juzswik 
said. “The sheer amount of work and 
effort that we were able to put in to make it 
happen made every single hour of lost sleep 
entirely worth it.”

Season three of Make48 is tentatively 
set to air next spring. Herring said he 
hopes the final production will reflect the 
talent and hard work SuperbOwl put into 
their prototype. Now back in Houston and 
back at the OEDK, Herring said that he is 
expanding on some of general technology 
principles the team began to develop in 
their 48 hours.

PARTY PATROL:
LOVETT CITY LIMITS

features editor

biz r.

Frozone dancing 
with cowboys and 

twerking pixel peo-
ple? Strobe lights? 
What’s not to love?

A+
ATMOSPHERE

FOOD & DRINK

MUSIC & DANCING

INTANGIBLES

OVERALL

asst. news editor

rishab r.
guest reviewer

diana d.

Wild herds of fresh-
men. Intimidating, 

but glad they’re 
having fun.

A+
Great vibe during 
the whole party. 

People seemed to 
be enjoying them-

selves, even my 
skeptical friends.

A+categories:

All the food was gone 
by the time I got there, 

but the bf got me a 
raisin bagel that tasted 
like the most delicious 

thing on earth.

A
Endless subs, 

bagels and pizza. 
Gotta love the carbs! 
Would have appre-
ciated a toaster for 
my bagel (after all, 

it's Lovett).

A
I didn’t eat anything 

there. Water was 
available so that’s 

good?

A

Gave me tinnitus 
but very hype.

A+
DJFriendZone never 
disappoints. Visuals 

were pretty cool.

A+
The video visuals 
on the projectors 

had a positive effect 
on the music and 

dancing.

A+

A less crowded 
Architectronica with 
weirder visuals is an 

A+ in my book.

A+
Freshmen security 

volunteers were 
chanting  “Rah Rah 

Fuck!”  Also got 
yelled at by three 
people for using 

wrong exit.

B+
The organization 

was incredibly 
impressive.

A+

Good riddance to 
Getcheroxoff.

A+
Anything’s better 

than foam and 
paint. Lovett really 
stepped up their 

game.

A+
Overall Lovett 
succeeded in 

redeeming itself 
after the sad events 

of last year. 

A+

meet the Make48 team
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GOTTA SOLVE 'EM ALL
Crossword by Carolina Hatanpaa

  For the Thresher

 7        8

9   10  11     

     14 13 

 15  18   16   17 

 19   20       21

      24  22  23

  27 26   25    

 28       29 

 

 6   

 12

ACROSS
1 1/4 a bushel
4 Onix is this type of Pokemon
7 Lapras is this type of Pokemon
8 A messy pile
9 This can end a boxing match
10 When repeated, a 
 ballerina’s skirt
12 Japanese video game   
 developer
14 Main character of Kung Fu  
 Panda
15 Prolonged state of   
 unconsciousness
17 Play music on the street for  
 money  
19 Health metric in Pokemon
20 Famous socialist
24 __ card, used in portable   
 electronics
25 Veno __, a Pokemon 
27 Pool stick
28 With 24 Down, 7th gen   
 Pokemon Nintendo games
29   Psychic ice Pokemon

DOWN
1  Most recognizable Pokemon
2 Green, or __-friendly
3 BCE counterpart
4 Do __ mi fa so la ti do
5 Pokemon Professor
6 Pokemon Go battle stat
8 Warm greeting
10 __ Rocket, Pokemon villain
11 Pokemon digital    
 encyclopedia
12 Rihanna song, __ & __  
13 Yellow psychic Pokemon
14 Add-on to a letter
16 __-ed; the Thresher   
 publishes these
18 User Experience    
 abbreviation
21 Main character of Pokemon  
 anime
22 Place to see animals
24   With 28 Across, 7th gen   
 Pokemon Nintendo games
25 Method of operating
26 Tennessee abbreviation
27 __ Twombly, American artist

Answers will be posted on ricethresher.org and on the Thresher Facebook page.

Bolded clues correspond to the theme.

courtesy nathalie phillips

gentry clark

nathalie phillips

thomas herring

mikaela juzswik

MAKE48 FROM PAGE 1
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grant partially funded the gallery’s glass 
backdoor. 

Despite Matchbox’s small budget and 
need for external grants, Sperandio said he 
has remained optimistic. 

“Artists are used to making do with next 
to nothing. I don’t know that any amount of 
money would improve the opportunities that 
the students are already getting,” Sperandio 
said. “In putting together an exhibition, what 
is it that you want to say – who is it that you 
want to reach? And that challenge remains, 
whether you’ve got a budget of $10 or a 
budget of $10,000.”

NO MATCH FOR MATCH GALLERY
Ten years later, the name Matchbox has 

run its course. Sperandio said the time has 
come for students to reclaim naming rights. 

“It seems fair to me as a student-run 
gallery, [the students] should decide what the 
gallery is called,” Sperandio said. 

In addition to this reclamation, Sperandio 
referenced Midtown art gallery DiverseWorks’ 
MATCH as a more timely reason for a rebrand, 
as MATCH refers to its smaller theaters as 
Matchboxes – an unfortunate coincidence.

“It has led to a lot of confusion over 
the years, where we’ve had performers 
showing up to Matchbox Gallery expecting 
to perform here that night,” Sperandio said. 
“A city the size of Houston with two spaces 
named the same thing within a mile of each 
other is ridiculous.”

MATCH’s executive director Chuck Still 
said he was unaware of the conflict. 

“As for confusing our Matchboxes with 
the Matchbox Gallery, we haven’t really 
experienced that problem, at least as far as 
the Box Office remembers,” Still said. “I hope 
[Rice VADA isn’t] changing the name on our 

account.”
 

FIRED UP
With the pressure of Matchbox’s 

rebranding now on her shoulders, Zeller 
spent the beginning of her directorship 
conferring with her friends and VADA peers. 
A summer of brainstorming later, Zeller came 
up with the concept for Inferno. 

“I was trying to think of names that would 
carry a visual link to the old gallery [name],” 
Zeller said. “Matchbox, of course, has 
matches and fire, which led me to Inferno.”

However, Inferno’s final logo carries ties 
beyond fire imagery, according to Zeller. 

“When you call something ‘Inferno,’ 
people are going to think about Dante’s 
Inferno,” Zeller said. “I found a lot of drawings 
by Sandro Botticelli, and I found this one 
disembodied Gorgon head that I really liked.” 

Lovett College senior Helena Martin 
executed Zeller’s vision, creating visuals 
based off the Gorgon head. 

“[Suzanne and I] talked a lot about 
medieval and Renaissance imagery of hell 
and devils, though we decided to stay away 
from overly theistic imagery,” Martin said. 
“Some of the main ideas we touched on 
were using illuminated writing, tarot cards, 
stained glass windows and trying to reference 
the history of the gallery through design.” 

 
A FUTURE FOR INFERNO

Zeller said that she does not foresee any 
major changes to the gallery beyond the 
rebranding, but that she plans to continue to 
emphasize prioritizing student art on campus. 
According to Zeller, a call for submissions has 
been put out, and exhibitions will begin in 
early October. The gallery’s uniquely small 
size continues to provide a prime space for 
installations and environmental pieces. 

“For what Inferno is about, the scale feels 
right,” Sparagana said. “Interesting things 
can happen in a small space.” 

The gallery’s success invites more 
discussion about the future of VADA and 
student art on campus. With the removal of 
Rice Gallery and the addition of the Moody 
Center, the state of VADA is in greater flux 
than ever – and like before, Sperandio said he 
is dreaming bigger.

“Ten years down the road, I would like 
to see a proper fine arts building for studio, 
film, photography and theater that houses a 
proper facility for the department and also 
has a beautiful, ground-floor gallery space 
for the students to manage,” Sperandio said. 
“That’s where we should be in 10 years – [it’s] 
where we should be in two years.”

the students to manage,” said Sperandio. 
“That’s where we should be in ten years– 
[it’s] where we should be in two years.”

SYDNEY GARRETT
THRESHER STAFF

There are two rules to eating 
vegan in Rice’s nationally renowned 
serveries: 1. Don’t try. 2. Okay, fine, you 
can try being vegan if you want to, but 
be warned that you’ll be eating salads 
five out of seven days of the week. That 
hasn’t scared you away? Okay. You’re 
ready.

If you’ve decided that the eco-
conscious, animal-friendly and dairy-
free lifestyle is for you, here is a 
comprehensive list of do’s and do-not’s 
at our beloved on-campus dining halls, 
straight from the guilt-free mouth of a 
very off-campus vegan.

Serveries will not have dessert 
options for you – but never fear! Every 
servery has pre-packaged peanut 
butter cups. I really enjoy eating a 
serving of peanut butter after a meal. 
People definitely judge me for it, but 
what do they know? I’m just getting a 
good ol’ serving of protein, fiber and 
magnesium.

If peanut butter isn’t your thing, 
but you still have a hankering for 
something sweet, try cereal. Most of the 
cereals in the serveries are accidentally 
vegan. Eat your serving with fortified 
soy milk to get some tasty B-12.

I have a third dessert option for 
you Thresher and sugar consumers. If 
peanut butter and cereal aren’t your 
speed, try a frozen ice pop. Serveries 
won’t always have them, but if you’re 
lucky, you can track down a cherry 
Italian ice in the freezer section in your 
very own servery.

Seibel Servery definitely has the 
best salad bar around – edamame, 
chickpeas, red onions, shredded carrots 
and more. I have a very particular salad 
recipe which I will begrudgingly share 
here. Step 1: Add everything in the 
salad bar at Seibel to your salad. Step 
2: Look disapprovingly at the cheese 
offerings in the salad bar. Step 3: You’re 
done. 

West Servery is not the best if you’re 
trying to craft a salad for yourself. 

THE WEEKLY SCENE
NEW 

CARTOGRAPHIES
Head to Asia Society Texas Center 
tonight at 6 p.m. to see a preview of 
“New Cartographies.” The exhibition 
looks at cartography in relevant topics in 
contemporary art, such as urbanization. 
Featured artists will be present at the 
preview. Admission is free.

Asia Society Texas Center
1370 Southmore Blvd.

HOUSTON BALLET
As part of its free programming, the 
Miller Outdoor Theatre will host Houston 
Ballet on Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 p.m. The ballet will perform selected 
favorites from Romeo and Juliet, Swan 
Lake and Don Quixote. Free covered 
seating tickets are available from the 
box office the day of the event.

Miller Outdoor Theatre
6000 Hermann Park Drive

TEXAS TACO MANIA
Do you like tacos? How about music? 
Head over to Discovery Green for the 
Texas Taco Music Fest on Saturday from 
12-8 p.m. There will be specialty tacos, 
Spanish bands, craft beer, margaritas 
and live art.

Discovery Green
1500 McKinney St.

CINEMA 
BRASILIERO

Tired of doing homework? Walk over to 
Rice Cinema on Wednesday or Thursday 
evening to watch Brazilian films, 
including “Tim Maia” and “O Auto da 
Compadecida.” Entrance is free, and there 
will be English subtitles.

Rice Cinema

It seems fair to me as 
a student-run gallery, 
[the students] should 
decide what the gallery 
is called.
Chris Sperandio
FOUNDER OF INFERNO

A vegan’s guide 
to surviving 
Rice’s serveries

MATCHBOX FROM PAGE 1

Inferno Gallery to continue emphasis on student art

The 2015 exhibition of “Bitter Salt,” by student artists June Deng, He Yutian and Sara Rodriguez, 
was crafted entirely from aluminum foil and emergency blankets.

geneva vest/ thresher

illustration by esther tang

DEVELOPING THE INFERNO LOGO The gallery went through several iterations of its logo before deciding to use the 
Gorgon head. Illustrations by Lovett College senior Helena Martin.

FOODSTUDENT ART



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 • 9ARTS&ENTERTAINMENT

It doesn’t have a ton of options 
(and it doesn’t have red onions, 
unfortunately). It does, though, often 
have a seaweed salad that is pretty 
tasty as long as you can get past the 
saline taste and spidery appearance. 

Seibel has yummy curries and 
roasted vegetables most days in 
its vegetarian line. Arrive early – 
otherwise you might end up with soggy 
veggie friends.

West’s vegetarian line will often 
have some form of pasta. This is great if 
you are trying to carb-load for a big race 
day; it’s less great if you’re just trying 
to be a normal, sedentary person.

North Servery: I’ve heard that 
recently North has been trying harder to 
appease those of us on our plant-based 
journey. With that in mind, North is a 
solid “meh,” but an improving meh. 

South Servery: Big meh. So, bear in 
mind that if you aren’t from a select few 
colleges, you might have to trek across 
campus to get a hearty, filling meal.

Baker College Kitchen is a delicious 
servery, but there are so few options 
because it’s so itty bitty. Check the 
menu before going to make sure that 
it’s worth-your-vegan-while.

This point is, in particular, for my 
friends at H&D: I know that we vegans 
may seem hard to please, what with our 
laundry list of dietary restrictions and 
we’re-better-than-you-because-of-our-
cruelty-free-diet demeanors. However, 
please know that it’s not that hard to 
sate our veggie-based appetite. Vegan 
food can be delicious food! We need not 
always be relegated to a couple of curry 
or pasta dishes in the vegetarian line.

Most of all, don’t lose faith, new 
vegan children. People like to whine 
about how difficult it is to eat vegan in 
the serveries, but truly, our serveries 
are pretty great. As long as you aren’t 
super picky, you will be well-fed. Just 
be sure to take a multi-vitamin so that 
you can be a well-fed and healthy 
newbie vegan.

KATELYN LANDRY
FOR THE THRESHER 

“It’s not about making the perfect 
photo,” said Bill Arning, director of the 
Contemporary Arts Museum Houston. 
Rather, it’s about immortalizing those 
imperfect moments of volatility that 
make art. 

“Stage Environment: You Didn’t Have 
to Be There,” an exhibit highlighting the 
rich history of performance art at the 
Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, 
opened on Friday, Sept. 7. The museum 
collections include documentation of live 
dance, music and acting performances 
at CAMH from the mid-20th century to 
the present. 

The collections offer a look into some 
of the more intimate, behind-the-scenes 
aspects of performances. There are many 
photographs that capture performers 

with poignancy, whether they’re 
leaping through the air or singing with 
passion. Other unique pieces outside the 
photography genre include blueprints 
for a blimp, flyers for CAMH’s first dance 
company and a short documentary about 
spending 24 hours in a gas station. 

The collections come from a diverse 
array of artists, including Latinx, 
black and LGBTQ artists. One notable 
collection surrounds Terry Allen’s 1975 
performance of what Rolling Stone 
called an “iconic concept album,” 
“Juarez Series.” It tells the haunting 
story of outlaws on the run with nothing 
but Allen’s dark, raspy, Texan country 
voice to guide them. 

Located in the downstairs of CAMH, 
the gallery is very open, creating the 
illusion of vastness. There are also 
rooms that act as little theaters for some 
of the video projections which displayed 

recordings of past contemporary 
performances. Years are posted above 
each collection, creating a physical 
timeline for guests. Many of the pieces 
include headphones so the viewer can 
experience the full scope of any music or 
video being shown. 

At the opening, the crowd in the 
downstairs gallery consisted primarily 
of older art enthusiasts, but as time 
went on, people of all ages began to 
filter into the exhibit. The collection is 
curated by Patricia Restrepo, exhibitions 
manager and assistant curator. I saw 
her describing detailed backstories from 
each of the collections to the guests. 
The atmosphere was intellectually 
and creatively stimulating as well as 
welcoming and friendly.

This year marks the 70th anniversary 
of CAMH, which has provided support 
for contemporary art not previously 
exhibited in other museums, according 
to Arning. Arning said the museum, 
which offers free admission and is 
open to the public, is committed to 
accessibility for the Houston community. 
Arning also said “Stage Environment” is 
important because documentation of art 
from the 20th century was significantly 
more difficult to capture and maintain. 
Commemorating a time when 
documentation wasn’t as easy as tapping 
your screen, the artifacts of performance 
become that much more captivating. 

“Stage Environment” offers exquisite 
testimony to the idea that there is beauty 
in imperfection and furthermore, beauty 
in the making of art, not just showcasing 
it. The exhibit will be open to the public 
until Sunday, Oct. 21. Admission to the 
Contemporary Arts Museum Houston is 
always free to the public, and visiting 
hours as well as directions can be found 
at camh.org. 

Performance art comes to life at CAMH

“Stage Environment: You Didn’t have to Be There” includes documentation like the sketch above 
of various performance art pieces once displayed at the CAMH.

katelyn landry / thresher
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In less than two weeks, a matchup 
on Sept. 22 between Lovett College and 
Sid Richardson College will kick off the 
opening weekend of Rice Powderpuff.

Only South colleges will play 
in the Saturday games due to a 
scheduling change which eliminated 
interdivisional games between North 
and South colleges during the regular 
season. The north colleges and GSA will 
play their first games this Sunday. 

As a result of the scheduling 
adjustment, the Powderpuff regular 
season now consists of only five games 
instead of seven. The top three teams 
in each division then qualify for a 
three-round single-elimination playoff 
where the top-seeded teams receive a 
quarterfinal bye. Last year’s champion, 
McMurtry College, is a two-time 
defending Powderpuff title winner.

Hanszen College, which will open its 
season against Wiess College Sept. 22, 
finished as the runner-up last season 
after defeating Lovett in its semifinal 
game, then falling short in a 12-0 
championship loss to McMurtry.

Hanszen coach Frank Frankovsky 
said he has complete confidence in his 

college’s squad this season.
“Hanszen’s team is easily the 

best in the league, and we expect to 
play McMurtry again in the finals,” 
Frankovsky, a junior, said.

Last year’s playoff qualifiers 
included the aforementioned finalists 
McMurtry and Hanszen in addition to 
Lovett, Will Rice College, Martel College 
and Duncan College.  

According to Lovett junior running 
back Kayla Cherry, advancing to the 
championship this year will require 
early preparation.

“We’re starting off pretty organized 
already, and I noticed lots of positive 
vibes at our preseason game,” Cherry 
said. “Our coaches were super helpful 
and our teammates cheered each other 
on, so I imagine the rest of the games will 
be the same combo of really wanting to 
win and supporting each other.”

Will Rice coach Asad Lalani said he 
is looking forward to weighing his team 
against the competition.

“I’m excited about the intense 
competition between the colleges,” 
Lalani, a senior, said. “Powderpuff is 
always exciting and new rivalries are 

born [each year]. However, I enjoyed 
the cross-college matchups between the 
North and South colleges [in previous 
years] and am sad that they won’t be 
happening this year.”

Will Rice’s junior captain and safety 
Ellen McMullen said she is uncertain 
about the consequence of eliminating 
interdivisional games during the 
regular season.

“It will be interesting to see how 
removing cross-divisional games will 
impact the postseason,” McMullen said.

According to McMurtry coach Davis 
Nelson, all of last year’s playoff teams 
have an excellent chance of qualifying 
for this year’s playoffs.

“Lots of teams are coming off of 
strong improvements from last season 
and could become real contenders,” 
Nelson, a junior, said. “I expect many 
of the historically powerful teams 
to continue to be relevant, but most 
importantly, I am excited to get after 
it and enjoy this season with a great 
group of players and coaches.”

Baker College, which narrowly 
missed out on making the playoffs last 
season, would likely have to unseat 
Hanszen, Lovett or Will Rice this year as 
a top-three team in the South division. 
According to Baker junior quarterback 
Taylor Scott, reaching the playoffs this 
year is a real possibility.

“I think we look the best we’ve ever 
been,” Scott said. “We have a strong 
core group of girls returning, as well as 
several very talented new additions.”

According to Nelson, the field is still 
wide open for potential champions.

“It’s way too early to call one team a 
clear favorite,” Nelson said.

For Rice’s 11 residential colleges, 
a new freshman flag football 
season means hope is renewed for a 
championship run. 

Freshman flag, open to all new 
students, is offered by the intramural 
sports program at the Barbara and David 
Gibbs Recreation and Wellness Center. 
The colleges are split into two divisions 
based on whether they play on Saturday 
or Sunday. The Saturday division 
features Duncan College, Jones College, 
Lovett College, Martel College, McMurtry 
College and Wiess College. Meanwhile, 
the Sunday division includes Baker 
College, Brown College, Hanszen 
College, Sid Richardson College and Will 
Rice College.

Each team is coached by 
upperclassmen, many of whom are 
former freshman flag athletes themselves. 
According to Max Boekelmann, a Jones 
sophomore who coaches the freshman 
flag team, the transition from player to 
coach is exciting and challenging at the 
same time.

“As a coach, you give up the power 
to directly affect the game on the field 

but also gain control in how the team 
operates,” Boekelmann said. “It is also a 
chance to fix the things that didn’t go as 
well as they could have last year when I 
played. I just want to make sure our guys 
are having fun.”

The regular season, which kicked 
off on Sept. 8, is five games long for 
Saturday-division teams and four games 
long for Sunday-division teams. The top 
three teams from each division make the 
playoffs.

Last season, Will Rice won the 
championship for their sixth title in the 
last seven seasons; Duncan’s 2015 squad 
was the lone team to break the streak. 
According to Will Rice freshman Jacob 
Koelsch, Will Rice’s chances for a repeat 
are high.

“I think we’re definitely going to be 
the favorites,” Koelsch said. “We’ve got 
great coaches. We’ve got a bunch of great 
athletes on the field. We’re going to live 
up to expectations.”

Even though some colleges have a 
rich tradition of freshman flag success, 
according to coach Ellery Pickens, a 
Wiess junior, a team’s past history is 

irrelevant in comparison to its current 
crop of talent.

“Freshman flag is so dependent 
on the crop of players you get each 
year at your college,” Pickens said. “A 
good freshman flag team is made with 
athleticism. That’s pretty much the only 
thing that matters.”

According to Boekelmann, however, 
sound fundamentals help a team win 
more than talent does. 

“The three most important things in 
flag are communicating so that the team 
is all on the same page, flag pulls and 
avoiding penalties,” Boekelmann said. 
“Lacking in any one of these can kill a 
team no matter how skilled or athletic 
their players are.”

Because the regular season starts 
relatively early in the school year, team 
chemistry and familiarity can be a issue. 
According to coach Elijah Lipkin, a Will 
Rice sophomore, even though players 
on the team know each other well, it still 
takes some time to get used to each other.

“O-Week for so many reasons is 
amazing, and one of them is that all the 
freshmen know each other pretty well,” 
Lipkin said. “So, you come into the 
season with these guys knowing each 
other, and then as you practice and play 
they get a real feel for how it is on the 
field specifically. Personally, I think we 
got better as the year went on last year, 
and I’m sure the same will happen again 
this year.”

All games are played on the recreation 
fields and the schedule for the games 
can be found on the IM Leagues website.
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Last September, I wrote a column in the 
Rice Thresher titled “Rice football must build 
a winning culture.” In the article, I pleaded for 
Rice to make two changes: 1) fire its then-head 
football coach David Bailiff, and 2) liven its 
mundane stadium atmosphere. 

It took three months for the Owls to make the 
first change. On Dec. 6, 2017, Rice announced 
the hiring of former Stanford University 
Offensive Coordinator Mike Bloomgren, hoping 
to turn the chapter on its football program with 
a meager 4-20 record in its last two seasons 
under Bailiff.

The early returns of the coaching change 
have been positive: the spring off-season was 
competitive and disciplined, the first game of 
the season was a win and the Bayou Bucket was 
in Rice’s hands until the third quarter. Despite 
falling two touchdowns short in the Owls’ 
recent loss at Hawaii University, Bloomgren has 
demonstrated an ability to generate high-level 
athletic performance from a Division I football 
program at an elite academic school.

Sustaining long-term success from Rice’s 
new, competitive football culture will require 
one key ingredient: competitive recruiting. By 
targeting three-star athletes, scouting out-of-
state talent and signing system-oriented players, 
Bloomgren can make Rice a top-three team in 
the Conference USA West Division for a decade.

Why is recruiting so important? Recruiting 
allows a team to replenish weak spots on 
the roster, groom quarterbacks for the future 
and sign impact players on offense, defense 
and special teams. Furthermore, recruiting 
is empirically correlated to winning. Florida 
Atlantic University, which finished a perfect 8-0 
in C-USA last season, had the No. 1 recruiting 
class in C-USA the previous offseason, according 
to 247Sports. On the flip side, last year’s bottom 
feeders, Rice and University of Texas, El Paso, 
finished second-to-last and last in recruiting in 
2017, respectively. Need more evidence? Four 
of the five lowest ranked teams in C-USA last 
season also finished in C-USA’s bottom five in 
recruiting in 2017.

Fans who disliked Bailiff should look no 
further for the culprit of Rice’s one-win season 
a year ago: Bailiff’s last two recruiting classes 
were ranked 129th and 122nd nationally. He 
recruited only five three-star prospects in 2016 
and 2017, combined. Thankfully, the Owls’ new 
head coach has proven himself to be a more 
strategic recruiter than his predecessor. 

According to 247Sports, in 2018, Bloomgren’s 
first official recruiting class, Rice signed nine 
three-star athletes. ESPN’s recruiting measure 
gave Rice six three-star athletes by comparison  
— still one more than the last two years 
combined. Maybe the best of the bunch is inside 
linebacker Blaze Alldredge, who was ranked by 
247Sports as the 163rd best recruit in the 2018 
class. Alldredge signed with the Owls in May, 
five months after Bloomgren was ushered in; 
in fact, eight of the nine three-star recruits in 
Rice’s 2018 class were signed after Bloomgren 
took over.

There is still need for growth to stay 
competitive in C-USA. In the 2019 recruiting 
season, the other 13 conference teams have 
already signed 85 three-star athletes combined. 
Rice’s 2019 recruiting class includes six three-
star athletes, one shy of the conference average. 
North Texas is ascending on the recruiting trail, 
having already signed 19 three-star athletes for 
2019. In response, Bloomgren should aim to 
sign two three-star athletes each month.

EDITOR’S COLUMN: RECRUITING

A season in-Bloom(gren): 
The next step toward a 
winning football culture

FALL COLLEGE SPORTS PREVIEW
POWDERPUFF

FRESHMAN FLAG

THRESHER POWER RANKINGS

THRESHER POWER RANKINGS

1

1

5

5

9

9

2

2

6

6

10

10

11

11

3

3

7

7

4

4

8

8

will rice

mcmurtry

lovett

martel

martel

gsa

mcmurtry

hanszen

wiess

will rice

sid richardson

sid richardson

duncan

lovett

hanszen

baker

baker

wiess

jones

duncan

brown

brown

MADISON BUZZARD
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR  

Not Quite a Luau
Rice put up a fight against Hawaii 
but ultimately fell to the Rainbow 
Warriors in Honolulu, 43-29. 
See more at ricethresher.org

ERIC BARBER
THRESHER STAFF                                                    
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STUDENT INVENTORS
The Lemelson-MIT Student Prize honors promising graduate students and 
teams of undergraduates around the country who have technology-based 
inventions in healthcare, transportationÊ>�`Ê��L���ÌÞ, foodÉÜ>ÌiÀÊ>�`Ê
agriculture, and consumer devices.

“Drive it!”“Cure it!” “Drive it!” “Eat it!” “Use it!”“Eat it!”

"QQMJDBUJPO�EVF�4FQUFNCFS��������
lemelson.mit.edu/studentprize

Have questions? Contact Janell Ciemiecki at janellc@mit.edu

$15,000 Ì� 
graduate students! 

$10,000 to 
undergraduate teams!

Exposure to investment  

and business communities!

A trip to MIT for an 
award celebration 
in June 20£�!

A national media 
campaign!

Not even a lightning strike could deter 
the Rice men’s and women’s cross country 
teams on Friday. After their races were 

delayed due to a nearby storm, both teams 
responded with strong performances in 
the season-opening Norry Hersey Rice 
Invitational. The men’s team emerged 
victorious with a win over second-place 

University of Houston, while the women’s 
team finished second only to perennial 
powerhouse University of Texas. 

Both teams competed on a course 
constructed upon several of Rice’s intramural 
sports fields. The layout, unusual for a 
collegiate meet, featured many tight turns 
and several laps around the perimeter of the 
fields. The distances of the races were also 
irregular: the men’s race was four miles long, 
and the women’s was four kilometers (about 
2.5 miles). According to men’s head coach 
Jon Warren, the course’s compact layout 
contributed to a fan-friendly environment. 

“The course layout works well as an early 
season, shorter-than-normal race,” Warren 
said. “I think it makes the race much more fun 
for the spectators and this translates to a great 
competition atmosphere.”

Texas headlined Rice’s competition in the 
women’s race, which kicked off first. Though 
UT ran in both races, many of their top 
male runners sat this race out; the women, 
on the other hand, brought their team at 
full strength. Nonetheless, the Owls held 
their own, placing four runners in the top 
seven on their way to a second-place finish. 
Sophomore Lourdes Vivas de Lorenzi and 
junior Khayla Patel finished third and fourth, 
respectively, and freshmen Ryann Helmers 
and Ashley Messineo each turned in a top-ten 
performance in their first collegiate meet. 

Women’s head coach Jim Bevan said he 
was impressed with the promise that the Owls 
demonstrated through their racing. 

“I was exceedingly impressed with this 
group of freshmen,” Bevan said. “[Patel 
and Vivas de Lorenzi] are providing great 
leadership: we have no seniors on the team 
for the first time in 27 years, and this young 
team will get better. We have the potential to 
close on Texas.”

Though the women’s team lost to UT by 
a significant margin, there are a couple of 
factors that could increase Rice’s standing 
the next time the two teams face each other. 
Freshman Caitlin Wosika ran unattached in 
her first career race, but would have been 

Rice’s fifth (and final scoring) runner if she 
had been competing under the Owls’ banner. 
Additionally, sophomore Madeline Forbes — 
one of the Owls’ top runners last season — did 
not run in the invitational due to illness. 

With UT’s top runners out of the picture, 
the men’s team dominated in its race. Though 
the Owls placed just one runner in the top five, 
the runners worked as a pack, pushing each 
other forward and burrowing their way into 
the leading group on their way to finishing 
with five runners in the top 12 overall. Senior 
Clay Musial led the charge with a fourth place 
finish, followed closely by sophomores Hociel 
Landa and Alex Topini. Redshirt junior Adolfo 
Carvalho and redshirt senior Bradley Dohner 
rounded out Rice’s scorers. Warren said he 
was pleased with the team’s showing and 
execution of their race strategy. 

“This was a really exciting race for Rice,” 
Warren said. “We were hoping to get five or six 
[runners] in the top 10 to 15 and a few more in 
the top 20 and the guys did it.”

Following his performance, Musial was 
named the Conference USA Male Athlete of 
the Week for cross country — his first such 
honor during his four years at Rice. According 
to Musial, the team played a large part in his 
receiving the award.

“It’s not so much of an individual honor 
as it is a representation of Rice’s victorious 
output,” Musial said. “It was a really good 
performance for us; I think we had a really 
solid showing, and [the win is] an important 
stepping stone for us starting the season.”

Sophomores Hociel Landa and Alex Topini lead the way during last Friday’s season-opening 
Norry Hersey Rice Invitational. The men’s cross country team scored a victory and the 
women’s team finished second amongst the field of local Texas competitors.

cloris cai / thresher

LIGHTNING-QUICK: CROSS 
COUNTRY STRIKES TWICE

I think we had a really solid 
showing, and [the win is] 
an important stepping 
stone for us starting the 
season.

Clay Musial
SENIOR CROSS COUNTRY RUNNER

MICHAEL BYRNES
SPORTS EDITOR                                                     
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to jobs@testmasters.com.

SEEKING AFTERNOON SITTER for 2nd grad-
er in West University. Pick-up from West U 
elementary a few times a week, from 4-6pm; 
we can be flexible to work with your class 
schedule. Call or text Beth 281-841-1987.

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Shannon Klein
Business Director

thresher-ads@rice.edu 
P.O. Box 1892

Houston, TX 77005-1892
(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire written by Simona Matovic and designed by Areli Navarro Magallón.  For comments or questions, please email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu

Start your leadership journey today.
Visit riceleader.org to register today.

2018% 
PURE

RICE PURITY METER Critics’ Consensus: Leebs is a little weary about 
skipping campus for the day — last time he left the 
administration to itself, a couple of Rice employees 
Simply Just Put way too much effort into bonding. 
But, time has passed and this falL is a new year. 
The message of this movie is clear: Don’t be afraid 
to take a break, you deserve it.

’80s Netflix and Chilliam Marsh Rice
With Sid ’80s approaching, but the Sid Plague still lingering, you may be inclined to skip the party 

altogether. Lucky for you, you can stay in and watch a movie without missing out on the theme. Here’s 
a list of our favorite ’80s movies to keep you occupied. We’re sure they’ll let you down less than Sid’s 

Wannabe-Tower-Of-Terror elevator would.

GPA BUSTERS

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

NORTH

SEIBEL
SOUTHWEST

Sunday Brunch Servery Club
The

? WANT TO SEE ?

80% 
want to see

4.0% 
PURE

RICE PURITY METERCritics’ Consensus: Who you gonna call? Your parents? 
Professor? Magisters? There are those classes that seem 
to haunt everyone with their notoriously spooky grading. 
Your resume can’t run from them, your pass/fail can’t 
help you hide from them … the GPABusters are here. You 
can be sure that COMP 182, Gen Chem and STAT 310 ain’t 
afraid of (ruining) no goals.

?WANT TO SEE ?

70% 
want to see

11.30% 
PURE

RICE PURITY METER Critics’ Consensus: This classic coming-of-age story is 
best known for the letter its protagonists share at the 
end: “But what we found out is that each one of us is a 
brain, and a drunkard, and a procrastinator, and full of 
regret … and it’s actually none of our faults that pub-
lics are lame despite what any Rice DJ insists — noth-
ing can fix freshmen dry-humping to EDM and Ke$ha.” 

? WANT TO SEE ?

25% 
want to see

69% 
PURE

RICE PURITY METERCritics’ Consensus: Nobody puts Baby on the waitlist! 
Except that salsa LPAP ... no worries, live vicariously 
through the film’s protagonist as they get partnered up 
with that one cutie in their lab instead. The chemistry 
when they’re titrating is undeniable, and watching this 
movie will be the time of your life. Your goggles might 
fog up in your own lab just thinking about it. 

?WANT TO SEE ?

50%
want to see

4 0


