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The Student Association will vote on 
the formation of a Beer Bike Best Practices 
Working Group at senate next Monday 
to conduct research on student opinion 
regarding possible 
changes to Beer Bike.

Beer Bike is organized 
by the Rice Program 
Council, which has 
jurisdiction over planning 
the event. The working 
group would submit 
their research to RPC, 
according to Ashton Duke, 
the 2017 campus-wide 
Beer Bike coordinator 
who introduced the bill.

Joyce Moon, 2018 campus-wide Beer Bike 
coordinator, said she is concerned about 
a working group connected to the SA as 
opposed to RPC.

“Even if it is passed and advertised as a 
research-only group, some people may see 
‘Beer Bike’ and ‘SA’ and think that, because 
it’s associated with the SA, the student body 
will have a say in what happens with the 
logistics of Beer Bike, when, in reality, it is 
completely up to the campus-wide Beer Bike 
coordinators,” Moon said.

Moon said ideally, a working group would 
be formed under RPC to ease communication 
between it and the committee, but this would 
be difficult because RPC has already begun 
its timeline of event planning for the year.

Eli Mensing, a Baker College senator, 
said he is concerned by the working group’s 
structure but appreciates proactive efforts to 
examine potential changes. 

“There are little specifics on how [the 
working group] is being formed, what it’s 

going to look at and how it’s going to propose 
any changes to RPC,” Mensing, a junior, 
said. “Most of all, there’s practically no SA 
oversight once the working group would be 
formed, opening the door to it potentially 
proposing an unwanted change while giving 
the rest of the student body little opportunity 

to have their concerns 
heard and adhered to.”

Mensing said a 
working group should 
allow students to easily 
share their feedback.

Duke originally 
introduced Senate Bill 
#3 in April following 
unofficial proposals 
that arose after a 
meeting with Beer 
Bike captains and 

experienced bicyclists regarding biker safety, 
according to the 2018 campus-wide Beer Bike 
coordinators. The Thresher reported that 
the campus-wide coordinators ultimately 
decided against them amid debate, citing an 
inadequate feedback process.

The proposals addressed changing the 
order of events, reducing the number of 
people on each biking and chugging team 
and allowing adult teams to bike on their 
residential colleges’ alumni teams.

“We heard a lot of different things but 
[not] a consolidated consensus from all the 
colleges,” Duke said. “We didn’t do a whole 
lot of great research and that’s what this 
working group is planning on doing.”

The working group would consist of a 
member of every college, two members from 
the Graduate Student Association and a 
member from the Association of Rice Alumni. 

If the proposal passes, the application 
would be open to all students and would be 
due the following Friday. 

SA to vote on Beer Bike review

REVOLUTIONTo err is but human; but to remain in 
error is diabolical. The student body 
will continue to regard the system for 
what it is — a ghastly joke. 
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We didn’t do a whole 
lot of great research, 
and that’s what this 
working group is 
planning on doing.
Ashton Duke
DUNCAN COLLEGE SENIOR
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A total of 49 student cases of 
gastrointestinal infection had been 
reported to Crisis Management as of 4:30 
p.m. yesterday, according to Doug Miller, 
director of News and Media Relations. 
No new cases had been reported in the 
past 24 hours.

According to Dr. Jessica McKelvey, 
director of Student Health Services, Sid 
Richardson College is the main college 
with infected students, although several 
south colleges have been notified by 
their college coordinators of its spread. 
McKelvey said the cause of the infection, 
which presents with diarrhea and 
vomiting, has not been identified, but 
if cases continue to occur, the City of 
Houston Health Department will cover 
the cost of testing. 

More than 40 students from Sid 
have symptoms of the gastrointestinal 
infection, according to Rice Health 
Advisor Nia Prince, a Sid sophomore, who 
said additional symptoms include chills, 
headache, soreness and exhaustion based 
on personal experience. 

Sid senior Ike Arjmand, who said 
he had to take a “puke break” while 

responding to the Thresher’s questions, 
said he believes the illness is severe.

“The situation is serious in the sense 
that the sickness is contagious and has 
sent a few people to the hospital, though 
the vast majority experience symptoms 
to a lesser extent,” Arjmand said. 

Lovett College coordinator Sharon 
O’Leary sent the earliest notice of the 
gastrointestinal illness to members of 
her college the evening of Aug. 29. 

“Some of our students have had 
gastrointestinal symptoms that could 
have been caused by a virus, bacterial 
infection or from food poisoning,” 
O’Leary said. “A couple of people got 
really dehydrated and suffered from 
dizziness as well as nausea.”

Sid magister Kenton Whitmire sent 
a college-wide email on Sunday night 
regarding the illness. Whitmire said he 
will contact students’ professors on their 
behalf if they need to miss class. On 
Monday, Wiess College magister Andrew 
Schaefer emailed Wiess students that 
there were a number of cases of the 
gastrointestinal illness at a “nearby 
residential college.”

Prince, a sophomore, said she started 
a GroupMe, which is currently named 

Sick Rich: 49 students fall ill
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The Rice School of Social Sciences 
announced the opening of the Texas 
Policy Lab, a collaboration between Texas 
academics and state policymakers focused on 
policy research and analysis. 

The initiative, announced on Aug. 30, 
is supported by a $6.6 million grant from 
the Laura and John Arnold Foundation, a 
philanthropic organization, according to 
Rice News. 

According to the foundation’s website, 
a policy lab is a place where “government 
officials collaborate with experienced 
researchers to study problems, learn about 
the effectiveness of existing programs and test 
new approaches.” 

Dean of the School of Social Sciences 
Antonio Merlo said academics from research 
universities and institutions traditionally 
reach out to the government with their ideas. 
But he said the new policy lab, which will be 
located across the street from Greenbriar Lot, 

will work in reverse so that the government 
approaches the lab with projects.

“We wanted to create an organization, an 
institute which is actually there to answer 
the questions governmental agencies are 
interested in,” Merlo said. 

Students and faculty at Rice will have 
many opportunities to work at the lab and 
answer policy questions, according to Merlo. 
For social policy analysis majors, labs and 
capstone projects at the policy lab will be 
incorporated into their degree program. He 
said there will also be internship opportunities 
available to non-majors. 

Merlo also said graduate students will be 
able to join research groups. Additionally, he 
said faculty affiliates will specialize in specific 
areas like criminal justice, homelessness 
or education policy. Fellows from the 
Baker Institute will also have the chance 
to collaborate on certain research projects, 
according to their expertise. 

Merlo said the policy lab will be 
designed to help policymakers make 
decisions and implement policies on state, 

county and local levels. For example, he 
said there is an ongoing project with the 
Department of Criminal Justice, which 
wants to lower the rate of reincarceration 
in the Texas prison system. 

“There are many [reincarceration 
prevention] programs,” Merlo said. “The 
natural question is: which one of these 
policies has the biggest impact?”

When it comes to the structure of the 
lab, Merlo said it will shift according to the 
workload at any given time.  

He said there will be staff who are 
permanently affiliated with the lab, but that 
research teams will be created according 
to demand, so there might be five to eight 
research groups active at one time. 

Merlo said the lab will be a nonpartisan 
source of information. 

“It is not a think tank where fellows write 
position papers and advocate for policies,” 
he said. “The lab is exactly the opposite. 
It’s not to promote policy or advice, just 
to do an assessment and be impartial and 
evidence-based.” 

President David Leebron said the policy 
lab will support data-driven policy decisions 
in Texas. 

“It strongly complements the new 
social policy analysis program in both 
undergraduate and graduate education,” 
Leebron said. 

Michelle Welch, a research and policy 
expert who leads the foundation’s Policy 
Lab initiative, said the Texas Policy Lab 
will join nine other labs across the nation 
which are funded by the Arnold Foundation. 
Collectively, the labs have produced more 
than 150 projects, including studies on 
overcrowding in California jails and drop-out 
rates for high school students in the Colorado 
foster care system. 

Looking ahead, Merlo said he envisions 
an institute that produces effective analyses 
of policies through collaboration between 
government agencies and the university. 

“It will establish itself as an institution 
of services based on ongoing relationships, 
long-lasting relationships and assessment of 
policies,” he said. 

Rice announces Texas Policy Lab for research, analysis
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“She’s so hot that even Trump would admit she’s 
warming the globe.”
Writing a Screw-Yer-Roommate post for Areebah Ahmad.

“Now a ruler of men with the rod of intellect and the 
flame of vivacity. Much lieutenants fall at her feet.”
From her senior quote in the Rice Campanile of 1918.
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It’s time to find, sharpen, and grow 
your leadership potential.  

Take advantage of these executive-quality leader 
development experiences. They are available, at  
no cost, to all Rice undergraduate students.

Register by September 14 for Activation  
one-on-one sessions

• Work with a personal leadership coach
• Available to all undergraduate students

Register by September 4 for Synthesis  
group sessions

• Facilitated by a leadership coach
• Available to students who have completed  

one-on-one coaching

Become the leader you 
were meant to be.  

Visit riceleader.org 
to register today.
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At the first-ever Houston Youth 
Voters’ Conference on Sept. 15, college 
students from around Houston will 
gather at Rice to discuss policy and 
student voter mobilization.

Sonia Torres, a Hanszen College senior, 
said a goal of the conference is to facilitate 
discussion between students from 
different Houston universities.

“We are a campus 
isolated from the rest of 
our Houston universities 
— our students do 
not interact except for 
the occasional sports 
game,” Torres said. 
“This year, Rice students 
have an opportunity 
to collaborate with 
other universities doing 
fantastic voter and 
volunteer mobilization work.”

The conference is a collaborative 
effort between five Houston universities 
as well as Mi Familia Vota, a voting 
rights nonprofit in Houston. It has been 
in development since last semester, 
according to Torres and Carolyn Daly, 
two officers of Civic Duty Rice who helped 
organize the event.

The students in attendance will be from 
five different college campuses around 
Houston: Rice University, Lone Star 
College, Texas Southern University, the 
University of Houston and the University 
of Houston-Downtown, according to 
the event’s Facebook page. According to 
Torres,  the expected turnout is around 
150 students.

The conference will feature guest 
speakers including Rep. Norma Torres 
(D-Calif.), a Rice alumna; Nancy Sims, a 

political science lecturer at the University 
of Houston; Stephen Klineberg, the 
founding director of the Kinder Institute 
for Urban Research; and Antonio Arellano, 
a journalist alumnus from University of 
Houston, Clear Lake. 

Participants in the conference will 
also take part in breakout discussions of 
political issues, meet with student club 
leaders and Houston organizations and 
listen to speeches by the student body 
presidents from each university.

According to 
Daly, a McMurtry 
College sophomore, 
all speeches will be 
nonpartisan, and 
breakout discussions 
will be bipartisan.

Torres said she 
hopes the conference 
will facilitate student 
civic engagement both 
within Rice and in 

collaboration with other campuses.
“Rice is not a politically apathetic 

campus — it is a meek campus,” Torres 
said. “We are a campus too timid to 
question why we are not civically engaged, 
because we generally do not understand 
the power and positive impact our voices 
can have on Houston, especially in 
tandem with other university youth.”

Luis Adame, a Baker College junior, 
said he plans on attending the conference.

“I think when people work together, 
they accomplish a lot more than they 
could individually,” Adame said. “This 
conference seems like a great way to see 
what other schools are doing and find ways 
to help each other with a common goal.”

The conference will be held from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. in Duncan and McMurtry 
commons, and attendance is free with an 
RSVP on the Facebook event.

“Time to sue Sid,” for members of Sid who 
are affected by the illness. 

“I started the GroupMe Friday when 
I realized that there was actually a large 
amount of people affected,” Prince said. 
“We mainly just tried to trace the source 
and give suggestions about what works 
foodwise to eat and to make sure everyone 
had supplies and medicine, but it’s 
actually now up to 40 people and is just 
people giving the newcomers advice on 
how to manage symptoms and occasional 
jokes about food cravings that we can’t 
have right now.”

Parents have also been vocal in the 
Rice Parent to Parent Network Facebook 
group, including Lisa Hudgins, parent of 
a Sid student, who said she posted in the 
Facebook group.

“I posted about the outbreak on 
Saturday afternoon so that parents could 
check on students and advise them to 
take precautions,” Hudgins said. “Many 
commenters expressed concern over the 
lack of communication. Many students 
were not aware of the issue or the need to 
take extra precautions.”

While McKelvey said the cause of 
infection has not been confirmed, 
Hudgins said parents commented that 
their students had received diagnoses 
of norovirus from the emergency room. 
The last norovirus outbreak at Rice was 
in December 2017, which prompted a 
university-wide notification from Crisis 
Management, according to a press 
release from Rice University’s Office of 
Public Affairs.  

Dean of Undergraduates Bridget 
Gorman sent an email to students on Sept. 
3 stressing the importance of maintaining 
proper hygiene and containing the spread 
of illness by not attending class.

“I am writing today to remind you about 
the importance of good health habits for 
your own well-being and the health of 

our campus community,” Gorman said. 
“If you’re sick, don’t go to class. Staying in 
your room will help you recover and avoid 
spreading illness to others.”

McKelvey said hand-washing is the 
best precaution and Housing and Dining 
is taking extra precautions in their 
cleaning plans. 

Arjmand said students should follow 
Dean Gorman’s recommendations 
regarding hygiene. 

“The best thing we can do now is to 
follow Dean Gorman’s emailed advice 
regarding hand washing, staying in and 
using medical resources as needed,” 
Arjmand said. “We don’t want any more 
students to get sick if we can help it, and 
we want those who are sick to get the care 
they need.”

As a joke, Arjmand posted in the Rice 
Students Selling Stuff Facebook group with 
a “bounty” on “Sid Plague Patient Zero.”

“You have gotten 40 of us sick,” 
Arjmand said in his post. “The time has 
come for justice. Show yourself or be 
hunted like the monster you are.”

Rice is not a 
politically apathetic 
campus - it is a meek 
campus.
Sonia Torres
HANSZEN COLLEGE SENIOR

Students organize voters conference
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OPINION
The authors of this article would like to 

warn readers that it discusses the trauma 
experienced by survivors of sexual assault.

Last week’s article, “7 of 70,” provided 
insight into the possible judicial options 
available to survivors of sexual assault. 
However, the gravity of this issue neces-
sitates a different  conversation about the 
emotional trauma experienced by survi-
vors. Shedding light on Rice’s well-inten-
tioned approach to protecting its students 
is important, but we cannot allow that to 
underplay the cold, hard truth: Sexual 
assault is incredibly, horrifyingly and de-
pressingly pervasive at this school.

Rice defines consent as “an active, on-
going and voluntary agreement by each 
participant to engage in sexual activity or 
sexual contact, communicated by clear ac-
tions or words.” The prevalence of sexual 
assault on campus makes it clear that some 
students fundamentally misunderstand 
this definition. To start, intoxication excus-
es nothing. If you are too drunk to recog-
nize consent or a lack thereof, you should 
not hook up with someone. Moreover, you 
cannot legally consent while intoxicated. 
This does not mean that every drunk hook-
up is nonconsensual; it means that if you 
hook up with someone who is drunk, you 
assume the risk that their actions do not 
indicate consent. It is Rice students’ re-
sponsibility to recognize and understand 
the nature of consent. 

We wanted to include the personal 
experiences below to better explain how 
raw the trauma following sexual assault 
can be:

Kayla: During advisor training this past 
summer, I found myself quietly panicking 
during the SAFE (Sexual Assault Free En-
vironment) at Rice presentation about con-
sent. I couldn’t just sit there and listen to 
a video framing consent as an easy yes or 

no phenomenon. To sit there, staring at my 
lap and trying not to cry, as the SAFE lec-
turer calmly rehearsed a standardized talk 
about the risks of engaging in sexual rela-
tions under the influence of alcohol. How 
could I numbly absorb those words when 
I was sober when it happened, and he was 
drunk? I found myself stumbling out of the 
lecture hall and into the Academic Quad. I 
burst into tears; I had just experienced my 
first trigger.

Rachel: In order to educate Brown’s ad-
visors about the emotional trauma of sur-
vivors, my co-coordinators and I decided to 
follow the SAFE at Rice presentation with 
a panel on sexual assault led by four mem-
bers of the Brown advising team (three of 
whom are authors of this article) in which 
we candidly shared our experiences. Not 
only was there confusion among some ad-
visors about the definition of consent, but 
I saw that many women had to step out of 
the room as the panelists recounted their 
painful stories. These observations scared 
the shit out of me. Why? Because I know 
what it’s like to feel suffocated by a com-
munity’s failure to understand trauma, as 
do many others. 

Sarah: As one of the panelists, I felt 
echoes of my own trauma during O-Week. 
Though I had worked hard to put distance 
between myself and my assault, the trig-
gers I experienced throughout that time  
intensified my trauma. As I emotionally 
processed all over again, I cycled through 
feeling like an empty shell of a person 
and being consumed by my own internal 

struggle. I felt powerless; my experience 
left a permanent scar that could reopen at 
any moment, each time more painful than 
the last.

We believe 70 of 70 people who came to 
the Title IX office during the 2016-17 school 
year have struggled to process the stages of 
trauma resulting from sexual assault. Sur-
vivors seek support from the Title IX office 
because they cannot repress the sickening 
truth anymore. There are even more survi-
vors that you pass by every day who are not 
counted among those 70 because they did 
not report their experiences to Title IX.

Upholding a culture of care starts 
with conversations about sexual as-
sault. Keep the stories from this piece 
in the back of your mind. Talk to your 
roommates, friends, advisors and ad-
visees sincerely with all the depth this 
issue deserves. Through this kind of 
empathetic conversation, more people, 
some of whom might otherwise become 
perpetrators or passive bystanders, can 
truly understand that their actions can 
have long-lasting, traumatic conse-
quences. The way we operate when we 
engage with others physically should be 
led by consent, every step of the way — 
not just before the act, but also during 
the act and after.

This piece is by no means the last 
word in the conversation. By promoting a 
better understanding about consent and 
the reality of sexual assault in our com-
munity, we can prevent the next 70 inci-
dents from happening in the first place.

Proposed changes to federal education policy obtained 
by the New York Times would allow universities to lessen 
their responsibility in handling cases of sexual assault. 

President David Leebron should release a statement 
indicating Rice’s commitment to upholding its current 
policies regarding sexual assault. Such a statement would 
fall in line with his previous statements denouncing the 
Trump administration’s decision to end the Deferred 
Action for Child Arrivals program and declaring that 
Rice would opt out of campus carry. A public statement 
would not only reassure the student body but would also 
encourage other universities to stand in solidarity and 
oppose these potential changes.

Rice is currently reevaluating the practices of Student 
Judicial Programs. While our current system isn’t perfect, 
adopting the proposed guidelines would be a step in the 
wrong direction. 

The current sexual misconduct reporting system, 
which meets Obama administration guidelines, requires 
a “preponderance of the evidence” to convict. According 
to the Legal Information Institute, “preponderance of the 
evidence” means “more than 50 percent of the evidence 
points to something.” The proposed guidelines would 
allow schools to require “clear and convincing evidence,” 
a higher standard requiring the evidence to be “highly and 
substantially more likely to be true than untrue.” While a 
high burden of proof is appropriate in the criminal justice 
system, we consider SJP more similar to a civil court, 
in which preponderance of the evidence is a common 
standard. The guidelines would also allow universities to 
opt out of having an appeals process — currently, students 
can appeal cases to the dean of undergraduates. 

The proposed policies also do not mandate that 
universities investigate claims of sexual misconduct that 

happen off campus. Obama administration guidelines 
required that universities investigate all reported assaults, 
on or off campus. By maintaining the current sexual 
misconduct reporting system, the university can continue 
to demonstrate that its culture of care does not cease to 
exist beyond the hedges.

We are further concerned by the proposed option 
for universities to let those accused of sex crimes cross-
examine their accusers as part of university judicial 
proceedings. This would discourage reporting — an 
already arduous process which forces survivors to relive 
the worst moments of their lives.

The proposed changes would place a far greater 
burden on victims of sexual assault. Through a public 
statement, Leebron can make clear Rice’s commitment 
to upholding standards of reporting that align with our 
culture of care.
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CARTOON BY JENNIFER FU

70 of 70: After sexual assault, how do students process the trauma?

BROWN COLLEGE JUNIORRACHEL CARLTON
KUSHA GUPTA LOVETT COLLEGE SOPHOMORE

SARAH ROSENTHAL LOVETT COLLEGE JUNIOR

KAYLA CHERRY LOVETT COLLEGE JUNIOR

EDITORIAL CARTOON

from left to right

Rice must publicly oppose proposed sexual assault guidelines

In Defense of Publics
DJ Friendzone makes the case for public 
parties in this week’s online-only letter to 
the editor.
See more at ricethresher.org
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Strict military rule, restricted student movement, 
relentless military drilling, nightly curfews and terrible 
food proved too much for the student body on the campus 
of the Rice Institute in January 1918. Chaos erupted. 
Students confined to their rooms flicked lights off as fast 
the electrician turned them on. Gunshots rang out from 
the windows of the dormitories (now Baker College and 
Will Rice College). Then the students turned their ire on 
Captain Reagan, who conducted their military drills, 
when they blasted water from a fire hose down a third-
floor chimney to flood his room. It was, as the Houston 
Chronicle later termed it, open rebellion.

Following the riot, on the morning of Saturday, Jan. 19, 
copies of an anonymous document titled “Tape” in red 
ink were placed throughout campus, including in front 
of each dormitory door. Chief among the document’s 
complaints was that instead of augmenting the normal 
Rice curriculum with useful military instruction that 
might benefit students who would be entering World War 
I, the Military Committee, which administered the ROTC 
program, had instated a system of rules and regulations 
that disrupted the normal workings of the university, 
actively prevented studying and learning, and ultimately 
did not prepare students for combat. 

The newsletter’s publication outraged the 
administration, which had banned all petitions 
and complaints about the Military Committee’s 
rules. The student body was likewise shocked, and 
later formally voted to disavow the document’s 
anonymity and inflammatory language but not the 
grievances it contained. 

“Red Tape” led to a meeting with the board of 
trustees, including chairman of the board Captain James 
A. Baker, who expressed alarm at the conditions at the 
Rice Institute. In a section aptly titled “Things That Are 
Wrong,” the Houston Chronicle laid out the students’ 
issues with the administration. Among the nine 
complaints were “Doctor [Edgar Odell] Lovett’s doctrine 
of autocratic infallibility instills fear and not confidence 
in the student, and is ruining the ideals of the Institute” 
and “The food is bad.” The mass meeting gathered the 

entire student body (all 368 students) in the Herzstein 
Amphitheater to make their case to the Board for changes 
to the military system at Rice.

Rice, only 6 years old, was facing an existential crisis.

ROTC programs like the one established at Rice in fall 
1917 were common at the advent of the United States’ 
involvement in World War I. Typically, members of the 
ROTC would participate in drills for several hours per 
week and follow a curriculum augmented with military 
courses, according to the University of Illinois archive. 
The program aimed to prepare students who would 
soon be joining the armed forces for their tour of duty. 
However, Rice’s ROTC program was harsher than most, 
taking the military preparedness pretext too far for the 
student body at the time. Rice’s mandatory drills for every 

student were unusual, for example. In The Texan, the 
University of Texas’ student newspaper, an opinion piece 
said, “In establishing compulsory drill for all male [and 
female] students in the University, the authorities must 
allow themselves to be guided by the obvious unrest and 
discontent which is tearing Rice Institute into shreds.” 

Students complained that the little instruction 
they did receive was useless. “Red Tape” accused the 
administration of failing to provide classes on topics 
such as signaling, cartography, military history and 
battle tactics.  Female students were not instructed in first 
aid, as they had been promised, but rather participated 
in mandatory military drills, despite the far greater 
likelihood that they would find themselves working 
in a Red Cross tent than on a battlefield. Although not 
allowed to live on campus and under the jurisdiction 
of a separate dean, female students still participated 
in drills and had to wear military uniforms. Most of the 
change had come in the form of strict systems of permits 
that required students to wear ROTC uniforms every 
day, request permission to participate in normal college 
activities like borrowing textbooks and write lengthy 
explanations for any time they were in violation of one of 
the 199 rules in the cadet handbook.

At the same time the Rice administration established 
the ROTC program, it also instituted Rule 24, which 
disallowed petition and assembly to prevent student 
dissatisfaction with the military regime from spreading 
and coalescing into resistance. Violators of Rule 24 
would be met with immediate expulsion. According to 
students, the administration attempted to reduce the 
influence of the Rice Thresher, prevent the formation 
of a student association, and refuse meetings with 
students who wanted to implement changes to the 
military system.

 In the meeting with the board of trustees, cadet Jay 
Alexander claimed Rule 24 was “autocracy pure and 
simple” meant to “teach the student that the faculty is 
infallible.” The rift between students and faculty was 
so wide that many students, according to Alexander, 
believed the administration had hidden microphones in 

their rooms to eavesdrop on their conversations. 
 He described the difficulty of gaining an audience 

with the administration to the assembly.  
“If a student has a wrong to be redressed, he is told 

to present it to some committee and he is also told 
that the committee will not have its next meeting until 
sometime like the fourth pleasant Tuesday of next 
week,” Alexander said, according to the Rice Thresher.

 President Edgar Odell Lovett also reportedly banned 
any student self-government group from meeting in 
buildings on campus or Hermann Park. According to 
Alexander, the threat of expulsion hung over students’ 
heads. 

 “When you try to do anything out here, you have 
got to look in front of you and look behind you, so as 
not to be caught,” he said. “If the lightning strikes, 
you are gone.”

 When the Thresher published several letters to the 

editor complaining about the conditions on campus 
prior to that year’s winter break, the administration 
had threatened that the paper would be “summarily 

squelched” if any more letters were published, 
according to cadet J.P. Coleman. In an editorial 
titled “An Explanation,” the Thresher staff members 
described their reasoning for printing the letters of 
discontent. Accused by the administration of riling 
up negative student sentiment where none existed 
before, the editorial claimed that the newspaper had 
attempted to “bring about greater concord” between 
the administration and students. It also offered an 
explanation for the pushback from the students against 
the military rules.

 “The students have questioned [a swooping 
absolute reversal of life set unto effect at one fell stroke] 
not because they are unpatriotic by any means, for 
that is refuted by the members who are now enlisting 
with the colors, but rather because they cannot see the 
necessity of the deprivation of the freedom of life which 
they feel is theirs,” the editorial said. 

In his book “University Builder,” a biography of 
Lovett, Rice history professor John Boles pointed out 
that many of the students who participated in the ROTC 
program went to war in the fall of 1918, shrinking the 
senior class to just 33 students. 

“The issue had never been a lack of student 
patriotism or disapproval of the war but rather a critique 
of the inappropriateness of the excessive military 
regulation under the direction of Captain Reagan,” 
Boles wrote. “Rice students were fully prepared to serve 
their nation in its time of need.”

The publication of “Red Tape” on Jan. 19, 1918  
galvanized the student body and administration to 
confront the unrest that had been brewing on campus 
since the institution of the ROTC program in fall 1917.

 The newsletter was filled with short articles 
outlining student grievances as well as several parody 
poems about the cadets’ military officers and tongue-
in-cheek definitions of military terms. For example, 
“cadet” was defined as “a university student who 
receives (together with semi-efficient instruction in 
military drill) more suspicious watching than a life 
term criminal, and more old-maidish care-taking than 
an invalid in a kindergarten.”

In 1918, an ROTC rebellion erupts on Rice campus  
ELIZABETH RASICH
FEATURES EDITOR

military rule established

rules and regulations

lack of recourse

student grievances

HERE HE IS, “THE EDUCATOR”

Say, who is the guy with the browlet high?
Friend of the festive worm?

Who can bisect an art in a room that is  
 dark

And hog-tie a comma germ?
Yes, who knows the sky like you or like I

Are acquaint with a boiled egg?
Who’s the kink of a school with 
 10,000,000 cool?

A prexy that doesn’t beg?
Who never knew how to milk a cow

Or wake up a mule with the reins;
Yet draws down the cash in a way that is  
 rash

For admixing science and brains?
Whose heroes have sped with the days  
 that are dead?

Whose manners are nifty and nice?
Yea, who is inclined to a double-deck  
 mind?

Why, Lovett of old Puffed Rice!

         —Poem from Red Tape

drill on the academic quad

courtesy woodson archive
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 In a letter to parents, J.T. McCants, secretary to 
President Lovett, labeled “Red Tape” a “scurrilous 
document.” The Thresher called it “lampoonery” and 
decried the anonymity of the publication. 

The language in the newsletter was vitriolic, and 
the author or authors promised that students would 
not acquiesce to the regulations. 

“To err is but human; but to remain 
in error is diabolical,” the document 
said. “The student body will continue 
to regard the system for what it is — a 
ghastly joke; to appraise its directors for 
what they are — a bunch of hypocrites; 
and to afford them no more co-operation 
than we have in the past.” 

In a letter to the editor published 
in the Rice Thresher on Dec. 14, 
1917, the writer summed up student 
sentiment about the regulations with 
a pithy example.

“Once I asked a student about the 
general Rice opinion on some subject, 
and the student replied, ‘Opinion? Why 
we don’t have opinions at Rice. We have 
rules and regulations,’” she wrote. 

The writer also said that to get a 
suit laundered, one student had to 
write five permits: “the two ordinarily 
required, a third for a slight inaccuracy 
of form, and two more because the 
laundry didn’t bring the suit back till 
the next day.”

 The “massive and intricate 
machinery of permits and 
explanations,” according to another 
letter to the editor, complicated 
normal student life. Permits were 
required for simple activities like 
going to Fondren, answering a phone 
call or mailing a letter, and the 
permission was frequently denied. All 
this record-keeping and form writing 
took time away from studying and 
other activities that improved the 
“welfare and life of our student body,” 
the student complained. 

“Red Tape” alleged that navigating 
the regulations had taken away 
so much time from students that 
academic performance was suffering. 

“We know that the whole school is 
behind in its academic schedule; that we have not 
completed as much work as we accomplished within 
the same period last year; that the whole student 
body is discouraged; that the same feeling has crept 
into the hearts of our instructors, who realize that we 
cannot do our best work under existing conditions,” 
the document said. 

The author of “Red Tape” was particularly enraged 
by regulations for women. 

“Among all the iniquitous ramifications of the 
domineering, farcical militaristic system now 
obtaining at the Rice Institute, those applying to 
the women students are probably the worst,” the 
document said. 

In speaking to the board of trustees, two cadets, 
Camille Waggaman and Elsbeth Rowe, described 
“useless” drills that provided no physical benefits, 
lack of a “uniform uniform,” and the  “arbitrary rule” 
of Dean for Women Sarah Stratford. The evidently 
unflattering uniform was made of a thin, brown-
green cloth.

“We are told that the wife of the President 
planned these things,” the document said. “If so, 
the good wife is about equally as good in designing 
clothes as her husband is in planning an intelligent 
military regime.”

The low quality of the food was a frequent theme 
in this controversy, arising in both serious and 
joking contexts. 

“Our friend [President] Hoover urges the 
observation of meatless and wheatless days,” an 
anonymous writer said in the “Jazz” section of 

the Jan. 19 Thresher issue. “Some of the dormitory 
boys say that this is easy. They will have it that 
Eetless days are not uncommon in the mess hall, 
particularly on those occasions that the famous 
Institute chili is served.”

In the meeting with the board of trustees, cadet 
Alexander told an anecdote about how a student had 

confronted McCants with a plate of food. According 
to Alexander, McCants waved the plate away, saying 
he “did not wish to be made sick.”

Although the riot of Jan. 22 was described by the 
Houston Chronicle as “open rebellion,” students 
downplayed the incident. 

A Rice Thresher article dated Feb. 2 stated “the 
disorder was not open and premeditated rebellion as the 
newspaper put it, but just the natural human resultant 
overflow of feelings of the students.”

 At the meeting with the board of trustees, ROTC 
student Major Alston Duggan asserted that the incident 
was “a mere outbreak of youthful spirits.”

Regardless, the incident meant that the three men 
responsible for starting the riot were arrested and confined 
to their rooms for several days. They were given relief from 
their solitary confinement a week after the publication 
of “Red Tape,” when a crowd of approximately 30 men, 
along with a jazz band, crowded into a dorm room, the 
Houston Chronicle reported. The freshman had put on a 
dance, but upon hearing that the three instigators wanted 
to join in and were unable to, decided to move the dance 
to them.

“The steps of [a square dance], intended for some 
lightsome damsel and her dashing cavalier were attuned 
to the consciously loud beat of the army shoes of the 
cadets as they thumped over the floor of the improvised 
hall,” the article said.

 The same day, Jan. 26, the board of trustees was 

meeting with several cadet officers to hear their 
complaints and to understand the conditions that led 
to the “overflow of feelings” that had happened on the 
previous Tuesday night. The group determined that a 
meeting with the entire student body should be held so 
that all students could air their grievances and the board 
could resolve the underlying issues that were leading to 

disorder on campus.
On Monday, Jan. 28, the whole student 

body of the Rice Institute, along with 
faculty, the board of trustees and President 
Lovett, gathered in the amphitheater 
of Herzstein Hall — then known only as 
the Physics Building. The student body 
had selected five men and two women to 
speak for them at the meeting, all seven of 
them ROTC cadets.

“The time has come for the trustees and 
the students to save Rice Institute,” ROTC 
cadet J.P. Markham said at the meeting. 

The students raised each of the main 
points covered in “Red Tape”: over-the-
top regulations, the complex and needless 
permit system, unhelpful instruction for 
female cadets and subpar food.

 Duggan emphasized that the students 
saw themselves as rebels, not reformers.

“We are not insurrectionists,” Duggan 
said, according to the Rice Thresher. “We are 
students who are working for the bettering 
of Rice Institute and the perpetuation of an 
Institution that has had five years of almost 
phenomenal success.”

Captain James A. Baker, speaking for 
the board of trustees, expressed surprise 
that conditions were so Spartan at Rice. 
This incident was the first time the board 
of trustees had occasion to “investigate the 
affairs” of Rice, according to the Thresher in 
the Feb. 2 issue. He said that Rule 24, which 
prevented students from complaining about 
their conditions, had been misinterpreted. 
He also said that the point students had 
made about quality of food was unlikely to 
be resolved as the “food conditions, while 
apparently bad, represent the best that 
can be done under the circumstances,” the 
Houston Chronicle reported.

The student body sent a formal petition to the board 
of trustees for their consideration at the next board 
meeting on Feb. 6. At that meeting, the trustees accepted 
every recommendation made by students, including 
replacing the physical drill for women with Red Cross 
training and eliminating unnecessary procedures like 
guard duty and roll call at meals. A student association 
consisting of four student representatives, one from each 
class, was also formally approved to meet with President 
Lovett. The student association that we know today was 
formed later that year in December 1918 by a popular 
vote of the student body.

President Lovett offered an olive branch to students at 
another student-body meeting on Feb. 9.

“May I not ask you to take the hand I extend and ask 
you to help bridge the gulf?” he said.

The Rice Thresher was hopeful about the 
outcome of the revolt, and praised the cooperation 
between students, faculty, President Lovett, and the 
board of trustees.

“The tide has ebbed, the storm has passed and the 
sun is out,” it said.

 An article in the Houston Chronicle proclaimed the 
meeting a success.

 “The Institute is again going to stand for something 
more deep, more real, than Prussianized obedience in 
matters great and small,” the article said.

Markham, who spoke at the first board of trustees 
meeting, expressed his hope for the university.

“Something which stirs everyone, which cannot 
be expressed, fills our hearts,” Markham said. “This 
meeting is happier than any we have had here at Rice.”

meeting with the trustees

timeline of 1918

j a n u a r y f e b r u a r y

jan. 19, 1918 - Red Tape 
distributed

jan. 22, 1918 
dorm riot

jan. 26, 1918  - Board of Trustees 
meets with cadet officers

jan. 28, 1918  - Board of Trustees 
meets with entire student body

feb. 6, 1918  - Student revisions to 
the military regulations accepted

in the end
female cadets pose in uniform

courtesy woodson archive
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Ever open a can of soda and feel 
satisfied by the pop and sizzle? Or get 
chills throughout your spine when 
someone plays with your hair? Those 
experiences are tastes of autonomous 
sensory meridian response, a new trend 
that has taken YouTube by storm. ASMR 
is a relaxation method that induces 
tingles and sleepiness 
through visual and 
auditory triggers that 
range from whispering, 
tapping and stroking, 
to chewing, licking and 
kissing. “ASMRtists” 
dedicate their YouTube 
channels to videos 
that feature all kinds 
of these triggers. 
According to Netflix 
series “Follow This,” 
in the last year, the number of YouTube 
videos tagged “ASMR” has more than 
doubled from 5 million to 11 million. 
ASMR albums can also be found on 
Spotify, SoundCloud and Apple Music. 
Many people have gone as far as 
pursuing ASMR as their full-time jobs, 
earning money from sponsorships, ads 

and donations from dedicated viewers. 
Even existing YouTubers have given 
ASMR a try because of its simplicity and 
popularity; all you need is a microphone 
and some household items to tap, rub 
or do anything else to that will tickle 
your fancy.

The first time watching ASMR can be 
weird, uncomfortable or even boring. 
However, ASMR includes a wide variety of 
themes that take time to explore. The first 

ASMR video I watched 
involved a woman 
stroking a microphone 
with a makeup brush 
before tapping her 
fingers against a glass 
candle. I was definitely 
put off by how oddly 
sexual actions such as 
licking the microphone 
seemed. I did, however, 
experience tingles from 
her slow, rhythmic 

tapping, which  got me curious enough to 
dive deeper into ASMR.  After a lot of trial 
and error, I found that videos involving 
back massages and hair-brushing appeal 
to me most. While I do not watch ASMR 
regularly, I sometimes tune in when I’m 
having trouble going to sleep due to 
anxiety or caffeine.  I find it more relaxing 

than listening to music and consistently 
drift off within the first couple minutes 
of a video.  

Over time, I discovered that 
the more I watched ASMR, the 
stronger its effects became. Now, 
I immediately relax at the mere 
mention of ASMR. (Simply writing 
this article has put me in a calm, 
sleepy state.) Yet, some people are 
unable to feel the effects of ASMR 
due to the biology of their brains. 

So why has ASMR become so 
mainstream? Mostly because of its 
accessibility – ASMR is a free resource 
that can help alleviate insomnia, 
anxiety or stress, and viewers can find a 
plethora of content online. ASMR does 
not discriminate; ASMRtists can appeal 
to viewers all over the world because 
there is no language barrier. Though 
some ASMR videos include talking, the 
appeal revolves around the tone of voice, 
not the meaning of the words.  

For college students, ASMR can be 
an easy way to de-stress and practice 
escapism. Its accessibility makes it a 
first step toward tranquility that can be 
achieved in the privacy of a dorm room. 

“It’s honestly relaxing, it keeps my 
mind active while I’m studying,” Will 
Rice College junior Andres Martinez 

Murillo said. “It gives me those tingly 
sensations you get when someone plays 
with your hair.” 

If this is your first time learning 
about ASMR, try it before allowing 
its unconventionality to deter you. 
Although it may seem bizarre, the views 
speak for themselves. Everyone wants 
to feel warmth and comfort, so what’s 
there to lose? Open YouTube and click 
away – you may just find your new 
favorite pastime.  
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THE WEEKLY SCENE

FIESTA SINFÓNICA
The Houston Symphony will honor 
Hispanic Heritage Month with a free 
program. The program will be led by 
conductor Pablo Rus Broseta and will 
be held on Sunday from 6 to 7 p.m. 
While the program is free, tickets must 
be reserved online.

Houston Symphony

REUNITE/REUNIR
Head to MATCH Gallery on Sunday 
to see performances by the Houston 
Ballet, Houston Grand Opera and more. 
All donations will go toward reuniting 
families separated by the zero-tolerance 
policy. The recommended donation 
amount is $50, and the event runs from 
4 to 7 p.m.

MATCH Gallery

LEARNING CURVE 11
The Houston Center for Photography will 
host its annual exhibition of selected 
student work starting this Friday, Sept. 7 
until Nov. 11. The exhibition will highlight 
work done during HCP’s 300 workshops 
and classes. Its Friday opening will be 
juried by the Menil Collection’s curatorial 
assistant and starts at 5 p.m. Admission 
is free.

Houston Center for Photography

STAGE 
ENVIRONMENT

Delve into the world of performance 
art at the Contemporary Arts Museum 
Houston with “Stage Environment: You 
Didn’t Have to Be There.” In recognition 
of the 70-year anniversary of CAMH, 
the exhibition, open Friday, will display 
selected performances from CAMH’s rich 
past. Admission is free.

Contemporary Arts Museum Houston

New music to rain dance to
From pluko’s trance-like electronic tracks to 
Troye Sivan’s upbeat pop hits, new music 
makes for great listening in the rain.
See more at ricethresher.org

“Though all television 
dramas are technically 
manufactured, the great 
ones don’t feel like they 
are. ‘Jack Ryan’ does.”
Michael VerMeulen

JACK RYAN

“Webcam footage of an 
increasingly haggard 
David serves as a sobering 
reminder that all the 
interconnectivity of the 
present day cannot save 
us from feeling alone.”
Max Lin

SEARCHING

FILM CORNER
Read our takes on the latest in 
film and TV at ricethresher.org.

“For a movie that is 
betting everything on 
its shock value, the only 
thing that is shocking is 
how conventional and 
uninspired it really is.”
Ryan Lee

HAPPYTIME MURDERS

Tingles & Triggers: Delving Into the Calming World of ASMR
INTERNET ENTERTAINMENT

To celebrate the opening of Rice Architecture’s +House, a 350-square-foot project designed and built by students, the 
Moody Center hosted “Six Projects on Accessory Dwelling.” The pop-up described the process and research behind 
+House and included five other ways to build garage apartments in Houston. +House can be viewed at 6312 Conley St. 
and is intended to be a home for counselors who work with at-risk youth.

xinyu chen / thresher
+HOUSE
STUDENT ART

[ASMR is] honestly 
relaxing. It keeps my 
mind active while I’m 
studying.

Andres Martinez Murillo
Will Rice College junior

illustration by esther tang
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WHAT’S HIP RIGHT NOW

courtesy doja cat courtesy georgia o’keeffecourtesy digitaltrends

In a phrase: “meme music”
Where to find it: YouTube

Up until very recently, R&B artist 
Doja Cat’s music career had remained 
relatively unknown — until “Mooo!,” a 
single that has gone viral for its humor 
and catchiness. “Mooo!” was written 
and filmed in a day — made extremely 
evident by the music video’s comically 
bad green-screen work. It features a 
sexy cow suit, french fries in nostrils 
and several shots of Doja literally just 
munchin’ on a burger. Despite its inane 
lyrics, Doja is proud of her creation, 
calling it “kind of political and shit” 
— she makes references to vegans and 
methane farts, so don’t be expecting 
Beto’s next political slogan from it — and 
praising some of its allusions to other 
songs with a “Bitch, that is genius!” 
“Mooo!” is a bop in every sense of the 
word; it’s addicting, easy to dance to 
and as of my last Apple Music download, 
playing at Coffeehouse every day. 

In a phrase: Removing associations 
between dick and strength
Where to find it: from ~within~

You’ve heard of “Big Dick Energy” 
by now. (If not, I suggest swapping 
Facebook’s senility for a Twitter account.) 
You’re also surely aware of our patriarchal 
society’s overused and uninspired phallic 
obsession (guilty). What you may not have 
stopped to consider is that Big Clit Energy 
(here referred to as B.C.E.) has been around 
since… BCE! Eve? She looked sin in the eye 
and said “Bet.” Maybe you aren’t single-
handedly changing the course of the 
Hundred Years War at 19. No statues have 
been erected (yet) to recognize your grit 
and courage in defying an age-old power 
system designed to hinder your agency. 
But! Exuding B.C.E. can be done in small 
and hidden ways too. Call someone out 
when they’ve interrupted you, take that 
selfie in bright ass public and breastfeed 
in front of uncomfortable men (they’re just 
jealous with their useless nipples). 

In a phrase: Accessible fortune-telling
Where to find it: App store

Getting to know yourself is becoming 
easier and easier — and not just because 
therapy is losing its ill-deserved stigma. A 
lot of people — including veteran astrology 
believers, the newly indoctrinated, and 
a sizable population of people who 
just want some short-lived, narcissistic 
entertainment — are downloading 
personalized zodiac apps. The most 
popular of its kind, Co—Star, specializes 
in in-depth assessments of an individual’s 
personality based on one’s birth time, birth 
day, and place of birth. The app also allows 
you to connect with friends and determine 
your compatibility with them. Sure, it’s 
a “personalized” experience that relies 
on algorithms to decipher your ~unique~ 
character, but even if you’re skeptical, 
it’s still amusing to complete with your 
friends. So call your mom for the first time 
since getting here! Casually bring up your 
birth time! It’s not weird at all! 

TECHNOLOGY:
Astrology Apps

HEALTH:
Big Clit Energy

ENTERTAINMENT:
Bitch I’m a Cow

ARELI NAVARRO MAGALLÓN
THRESHER STAFF 

courtesy pinrose

In a phrase: Capitalism wants more than 
just Halloween
Where to find them: Sephora

Salem may have burned witches at 
the stake, but don’t let that stop you: Now 
you can become a witch for the retail price 
of $42. Like ever-encroaching recruiting 
timelines (we’re looking at you, investment 
banking), pumpkin spice lattes kicking off 
“fall” in early-ass August and Black The-
Entire-Week-Before-Friday, Halloween has 
begun its profiteering round long before any 
of us were ready for it. While splurging on 
overpriced eyeshadow, be sure to pick up 
some of “bad-vibe clearing sage” so you 
can hex people (Donald Trump) a la Lana 
del Rey. Or, you could order your own 100 
sage seeds on Amazon for $1.95 with free 
shipping. In all seriousness though, it’s 
2018 and we are still evidently very much 
on the cultural appropriation train. If you 
do choose to spend your hard-earned cash 
on “witchcraft bundles,” consider the 
consequences of your train ticket aboard. 

TRENDING:
Witch Kits
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In a game where Rice was a 26-point 
underdog, the Owls led deep into the third 
quarter of the Bayou Bucket, in the end 
falling to the University of Houston by a 
score of 45-27.

The first half was especially strong for 
Rice, which went into the locker room with 
a 24-17 advantage.

In their first game of the season against 
Prairie View A&M University, the Owls’ 
strong run game led to their early success. 
Against Houston, however, the team relied 
on its passing game. In the first half alone, 
graduate transfer quarterback Shawn 
Stankavage threw for three touchdowns. 
While head coach Mike Bloomgren 
was impressed with what he saw from 
Stankavage, he said he believes that the 
quarterback can improve.

“I do think [Stankavage] did some 
really good things today,” Bloomgren said. 
“Where I think Shawn can go, he’s nowhere 
near that. That doesn’t mean he [didn’t 
play] well for us today.”

All three touchdowns were caught by 
different receivers: sophomore wideout 
Jordan Myers, freshman wideout Brendan 
Harmon and redshirt freshman tight end 
Jaeger Bull.

The Owls were able to put points on 
the board in the first half despite a strong 
showing from Houston junior defensive 

tackle Ed Oliver — a two-time All-American 
and potential Heisman candidate. Oliver 
finished the game with 13 tackles, 3.5 of 
which were for a loss. Stankavage said he 
recognized Oliver’s talent but credited his 
own team for not allowing any sacks.

“I mean, he’s a great player,” Stankavage 
said. “At the same time, we got dudes as 
well. I mean, I think [freshman offensive 
lineman] Shea Baker did a great job today 
of containing him. I think our offensive line 
did a phenomenal job of keeping me clean.”

In the second half, Houston took over. 
After a long Rice drive that ended with a 
field goal to make it 27-17 early in the third 
quarter, the Cougars scored 28 unanswered 
points to end the game.

Throughout the game, Houston 
employed a no-huddle offense. Every 
Cougar scoring drive lasted under 2 ½ 
minutes. Sophomore linebacker Dylan 

Silcox, who had a career-high 11 tackles, 
said Rice knew Houston would come in 
with a quick offense.

“We knew their coaching staff and what 
they had planned,” Silcox said. “[Houston’s 
offense] was just different, you know, 
especially in the heat of the day. We haven’t 
played a game at 11 a.m. yet, so we knew the 
tempo was going to be a factor.”

In the second half, Rice missed three 
field goal attempts from long range that may 
have changed the momentum of the game. 
Stankavage said he remained confident in 
senior kickers Jack Fox and Haden Tobola.

“We have Jack Fox’s back,” 
Stankavage said. “We have our kickers’ 
back. We see in practice that they hit 
those all the time and in reality, we 
should be scoring touchdowns.”

This year’s Bayou Bucket scoreline is an 
improvement from last year’s game, which 
the Owls lost by a score of 38-3. Despite 
the loss, Bloomgren said he was extremely 
proud of his players.

“My heart aches for them because 
when you put everything you have into 
this game, the way they are right now, it 
hurts,” Bloomgren said. “Bottom line is we 
are working our butts off. [The players] gave 
this coaching staff everything they had in 
their bodies for four quarters.”

Coming up, the Owls will face the 
University of Hawaii in Honolulu. The 
Owls will take an eight-hour flight west on 
Thursday before Saturday night’s game.

It was hard to know what to expect 
coming into this year’s edition of the Bayou 
Bucket. All of the athletic department’s talk 
of an offseason turnaround was well and 
good, but after a narrow victory over an FCS 
school in the season opener, there was some 
question as to whether the Owls’ “Intellectual 
Brutality” mantra was, well, brutal enough. 
They hardly put the hammer down on Prairie 
View A&M University, a team which boasts 
the longest losing streak in NCAA history: 80 
games in a row from 1989 to 1998. But that’s 
beside the point, because in Saturday’s game 
against crosstown rival Houston, the Owls 
finally passed muster. It wasn’t a perfect 
performance (one look at the final score will 
tell you that), but it was a solid step in the right 
direction for a team that has been languishing 
in the doldrums for the better part of the last 
three years. So here are two things Rice did 
well — and one the team still needs to work 
on to keep moving forward.
1. RICE’S PLAY-ACTION PASSING WAS STRONG

Graduate transfer Shawn Stankavage did 
a very capable job of leading the offense on a 
night when Houston’s stifling defensive line 
(led by All-American Ed Oliver, who finished 
with 13 tackles) largely bottled up the Owls’ 
running game. Aside from one 52-yard run, 
redshirt junior Emmanuel Esukpa had just 29 
rushing yards on 16 carries. But Stankavage 
picked up most of the slack, passing for 204 
yards and three touchdowns. He utilized 
a bevy of play-action fakes to befuddle the 
Cougars’ defensive attack. Outside of one 
ill-advised interception, both he and junior 
Jackson Tyner worked efficiently and excelled 
at dancing their way out of trouble.
2. AARON CEPHUS IS A TOP C-USA RECEIVER

Cephus was lights-out when Rice needed 
him the most, tallying 95 yards on five 
catches. The Cougars threw everything they 
had at him, but he proved too much for them 
to handle, hauling in almost everything that 
came his way and forcing the defense to foul 
him intentionally. In fact, the Owls probably 
should have targeted Cephus more: He has 
the best hands on the team, and his 6-foot-
4 frame allows him to elevate above any 
defender foolish enough to try getting in the 
way. Look to see his name pop up in some 
conference awards by the season’s end.
3. THE SECONDARY NEEDS HELP, BIG TIME

It was a catastrophic day for the Owls’ 
secondary, as the defensive backs frequently 
got burned deep. With Rice holding a 27-17 
lead in the third quarter, Houston scored 
two touchdowns on their next two drives to 
take the lead for good, in large part due to 
two 45-plus-yard receptions on plays where 
the Owls’ defensive backs simply looked 
outmatched. Houston’s receivers were faster 
and stronger, and their quick cuts gave them 
the separation that they needed to make big 
play after big play. This is something Rice will 
need to focus on throughout the season (and 
in recruiting), as it’s a huge liability against 
any team with a strong passing game.

But on the whole, this was a definite step 
forward for the Owls. In last year’s thoroughly 
uncompetitive Bayou Bucket, the Cougars 
jumped out to a 38-0 halftime lead. This year, 
Rice was on top from the end of the first quarter 
until the 2:37 mark in the third, and at the very 
least gave Houston a legitimate scare. This is 
what progress looks like — it’s unreasonable 
to expect a complete turnaround in just one 
year. They might not be world-beaters just 
yet, but for the first time in quite a while, Rice 
football is finally fun to watch.

EDITOR’S COLUMN: RICE FOOTBALL

Three Bayou 
Bucket Takeaways

My heart aches for them 
because when you put 
everything you have into 
this game, the way they 
are right now, it hurts.

 Mike Bloomgren
Head Football Coach

Redshirt senior running back Austin Walter looks for an opening during the Owls’ 45-27 loss to the University of Houston on Saturday at Rice 
Stadium. Walter finished the game with 167 all-purpose yards, including 70 yards receiving and 55 yards rushing. The Owls led the game 24-17 
at the half and nearly held the lead throughout the entire third quarter before the Cougars went on a 28-0 run to clinch the victory.

martin zhang / thresher

IN BAYOU 
BUCKET LOSSSTRONG FIGHT

Rice puts up

Homeward bound
Soccer team returns home for two con-
tests this weekend at Holloway Field after 
going 1-1 against SEC foes.
See more at ricethresher.org
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we’re hiring.
ricethresher.org/page/join-us

thresher@rice.edu

Join the Thresher staff and help 
create Rice’s award-winning 
student newspaper.

We are the oldest student 
organization on campus, and 
are entirely student-run. 

We have paid positions open in:
• Journalism
• Design
• Photography & Video
• Illustration
• Business & Advertising

PRINCETON REVIEW RANKS 
THE RICE THRESHER AS THIRD 
BEST COLLEGE NEWSPAPER

SPENCER MOFFAT
THRESHER STAFF   

After winning its first two matches of 
the Rice Adidas Invitational, the volleyball 
team entered Saturday night’s match 
against Houston Baptist University with 
hopes of completing a tournament sweep. 
Following a narrow loss in the first set, 
Rice was staring down its first deficit of the 
weekend, but the Owls quickly turned the 
corner, defeating HBU in four sets. During 
Rice’s three wins in the tournament, the 
team never played a fifth set, securing 
quick victories in each match. 

Junior middle blocker Grace Morgan 
stuffed the box score during Rice’s final 
match, leading the team with 11 kills, two 
aces and 10 blocks. Morgan’s performance 
was complemented by those of two junior 
teammates: libero Lee Ann Cunningham 
(17 digs) and setter Adria Martinez (23 
assists). Head coach Genny Volpe said 
she was pleased with the Owls’ execution 
during their attacks. 

“I was really happy to see our offensive 
efficiency pick up,” Volpe said. “We keep 
getting steadily better in that area.” 

The Owls began the invitational on 
Friday night against the University of 
South Carolina. The Gamecocks entered 
the match with an undefeated record but 
started slowly, falling in the first two sets. 
South Carolina rebounded in the third set, 
holding Rice to just 11 points, but the Owls 
eked out a victory in a closely contested 
fourth set, earning their final two points 
of the match via Gamecock attack errors. 
Sophomore outside hitter Nicole Lennon, 
who totaled 16 kills in the match, led 
Rice’s scoring attack in the victory. 

Saturday morning’s match against 

Liberty University proved to be far less 
taxing than Friday night’s, as Rice won 
all three sets against the Lady Flames by 
a margin of three or more. Morgan led the 
Owls with nine kills and Martinez added a 
team-high 17 assists.

According to Morgan, the team’s 
previous tournament experience helped 
players compete through the physical 
and mental challenge of playing three 
matches in two days.

 “We’re used to it,” Morgan said. 
“We’ve been playing in long tournaments 
since we were in high school.”

Volpe said it is important not to 
overwork players before a tournament. 

“We have to make sure we aren’t 
overloading them with jumps right before 
they get into the tournament,” Volpe said. 
“It’s very important for them to be smart 
and take care of their bodies, and I think 
they did a really good job with that.”

With the Owls currently standing at 
five wins and only one loss on the season, 
Volpe said she is satisfied with the smooth 
integration of new players into a unified 
and cohesive system. 

“They’ve been blending in beautifully,” 
Volpe said. “I think that all of our team 
is extremely united and we have players 
that are ready to go in any time, which 
makes me feel very confident as a coach 
and making adjustments.”

The Owls look to maintain their 
momentum from the Adidas Invitational 
as they head to Waco, Texas for the Baylor 
Classic. They will face the University 
of Texas, Rio Grande Valley in the first 
match of the tournament on Sept. 7 at 
4 p.m. and Baylor University on Sept. 
8 at 7 p.m. Rice will then play two more 
tournaments before beginning conference 
play on Sept. 21.

VOLLEYBALL ACES TOURNAMENT TEST WITH A SWEEP

Freshman middle blocker Anota Adekunle rises up for a return during the Owls’ four-set victory 
over the University of South Carolina on Friday. The Owls swept the weekend tournament, 
notching victories in each of their three matches and avoiding a fifth set in every win.

cloris cai / thresher

WEEKEND PREVIEW

CROSS COUNTRY

SOCCER

FOOTBALL

VOLLEYBALL

FRI, SEPT. 7 // 6:15 PM 

FRI/SUN, SEPT. 7, 9 // 7:30 & 2:00 PM

SAT, SEPT. 8 // 11:00 PM 

FRI/SAT, SEPT. 7-8 // 3:00 & 7:00 PM 

Both the men’s and women’s cross country teams will run 
this Friday in the 43rd Annual Norry Hersey Rice Invitational 
— the first meet of the season for both squads. Last year, 
both finished first overall in their respective races, pacing the 
field of eight teams. This year, the University of Texas will be 
competing, presenting a notable challenge: the Longhorns 
are ranked No. 2 in the NCAA’s South Central Region. 

Rice’s soccer team returns home this weekend after 
splitting a two-game road set over the past week. They will 
be competing in the Rice Tournament against two other 
schools: the University of Memphis and the University of 
Tulsa. The Owls will look to kickstart their offense during 
the weekend set, as they have been limited to four goals 
scored in their first four games of the season.

This week, the Owls will be taking their talents to the sunny 
beaches of Honolulu, facing off against the University of 
Hawaii in their first away game of the season. Rice’s biggest 
challenge will be containing the Rainbow Warriors’ potent 
offensive attack, which runs through quarterback Cole 
McDonald, who is averaging 423 passing yards through the 
first two games of the season — tops in the country. 

 

After easily dispatching the competition at the Rice 
Invitational, the volleyball team heads to Waco to take on 
two Texas-based teams: the University of Texas, Rio Grande 
Valley and No. 15-ranked Baylor University. Grace Morgan, 
last week’s C-USA Defensive Player of the Week, will look 
to anchor an Owls squad that is third in the conference in 
limiting opponents’ hitting percentage.

 

 home away MICHAEL BYRNES
SPORTS EDITOR  
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to jobs@testmasters.com.

RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle 
&High School Math, Natural & Social Sci-
ence, Foreign Language, Humanities, and 
SAT/ACT prep. reliable transportation re-
quired. Pay is based upon a variety of fac-
tors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
sume to sri.iyengar@sriacademicservices.
com

PHILOSOPHY TUTOR for a high school stu-
dent. 5 minute drive from Rice. Saturday af-
ternoons are ideal. Please respond via email 
to mark_b_jason@yahoo.com

GYROKINESIS CLASS every Monday/
Wednesday 5 pm, Satuday 9 am. At Studio 
Petite Cote, 3100 Timmons Ln Suite 140 
Houston TX 77027. Move your spine in circu-
lar ways on the chair and the mat. Similar 
to Taichi, dance, swimming, yoga, but you 
can feel more than them. Whole body and 
mind movement. Also available private/
duo GYROTONIC (on the machine) sessions. 
Contact JE Hwang at h.jungeun@gmail.com 
or text 713-545-4215.

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Shannon Klein
Business Director

thresher-ads@rice.edu 
P.O. Box 1892

Houston, TX 77005-1892
(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire written by Simona Matovic and designed by Areli Navarro Magallòn.  For comments or questions, please email JamesJoyceLovesFarts@rice.edu

Start your leadership journey today.
Visit riceleader.org to register today.

Screw-Yer-Roommate forces Rice students to play to some of their weaknesses: going on a date, putting together an 
outfit, leaving campus, braving basic human interaction, navigating vaguely romantic situations, etc. We can’t fix 

most of that, but we can help with the outfits. Here’s our official Screw 2018 Costume Pairings Guide.

Emphasize your roommate’s super 
flat assets with a sweet hill-free Rice 
Campus costume. The great thing 
about dressing up as the on-and-
off again marsh that serves as the 
base for the place we call home is 
that it guarantees your roommate 
will get wet no matter how the date 
goes. Beware though, nothing says 
“permanent”, “omnipresent” and 
“expensive” quite like a classic Con-
struction look.

Looking for a zero-commit-
ment date? This is perfect if 
your roommate is both fickle 
and aggressively mediocre. 
Find them a safe (from the 
bomb) choice who may not 
be much to look at, but is su-
per enthusiastic about rah-
rah fucking.

Do you feel frequently dominated 
by your less-than-brilliant room-
mate? Get them to pretend to be a 
Cougar for the day. But their date 
might be hesitant to go as Rice Foot-
ball. The beauty of the Rice Football 
costume is that it sets up the expec-
tation of starting out strong but not 
finishing. It’s a green light to drink 
as much as they want on this Screw 
date; their outfit is basically a prom-
ise of whiskey dick.

You love your roommate. Every-
one feels like they’ve been wait-
ing forever just for your room-
mate to enter their life. Dress 
them up as the 3-Day Weekend. 
Time will fly on the  date, but 
the real memorable part comes 
after. Your roommate must be 
looking to get Screwed hard; set 
them up with that friend you 
know far too well. They say nice 
guys finish last, so a Procrasti-
nation costume is a great way to 
convey that. 

This is the ideal combo to make it 
clear that this Screw date is a one-
time thing. With your roommate 
going out as FLO Paris, their Tet-
ra’d up partner will immediately 
know that they’re going to walk 
away from the experience abso-
lutely exhausted, but also not par-
ticularly satisfied.

Forget corny phrases like “the 
peanut butter to my jelly.” Noth-
ing is cornier than grain alcohol. 
Everyone at Rice knows a better 
pair that’s always together, from 
the first O-Week alcohol  presen-
tation. Your Everclear roommate 
doesn’t make that many appear-
ances around campus. Whenev-
er they do, no one is surprised 
when their Rustication date 
comes through, too.

Campus Grounds 
& Construction Lovett’s Public Theme & Lovett

UH Football & Rice Football 3-Day Weekend & 
Procastination

FLO Paris 
& Tetra 

Everclear & Rustication


