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Of the 70 students who sought support 
from the Title IX office for domestic or sexual 
violence in the 2016-2017 academic year, 
seven students reported to Student Judicial 
Programs, according to Director of Sexual 
Violence Prevention and Title IX Support 
Allison Vogt. 

After the Survey of Unwanted Sexual 
Experiences in 2015 found that one in 
four undergraduate women and one in 14 
undergraduate men were victims of sexual 
misconduct, an increase in dialogue about 
campus sexual assault prevention led to 
the introduction of the Critical Thinking in 
Sexuality workshop in 2017. 

But what happens after prevention fails? 

THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 
The Department of Justice estimates that 

of female college students who are sexually 
assaulted, roughly 4 to 20 percent report the 
attack to law enforcement, according to the 
New York Times. 

According to Vogt, 
when a student decides to 
presscriminalcharges,their 
assigned Title IX resource 
navigator takes them to 
the Rice University Police 
Department, which gathers 
evidence and builds a case. 
RUPD presents it to the 
district attorney’s office, 
which decides if the case 
goesfurther. 

“We don’t have as 
much success with it as we’d like,” Vogt said. 
“We kind of get stuck. We had cases that 
made it all the way through, but those weren’t 
sexual assault cases.” 

According to Vogt, it is not very often that 

campus sexual assault is reported through the 
criminal justice system. 

“Say they do decide to go through the 
criminal complaint,” 
Vogt said. “We go through 
the whole system with 
them. They’re never 
left by themselves to go 
through the criminal 
justice system.” 

After Madison Nasteff, 
now a Baker College 
senior, was sexually 
assaulted in the fall of 
2016, her friend called 
RUPD. She said RUPD took 
her statement and then, 

per her request, took her to the hospital. After, 
a detective picked her up and took her back 
to the police station, where she answered 
questions and gave another statement. 

According to Nasteff, that weekend, RUPD 

brought in her assailant for questioning 
and took his sheets and his clothes from 
that night for evidence. That morning, they 
also connected her with a Title IX resource 
navigator and an SJP official. 

According to Nasteff, RUPD had her 
sign a form the following Tuesday stating 
her intentions on how she would proceed. 
Reporting students, such as Nasteff, have 
the opportunity to change their minds at any 
point about filing a complaint against the 
responding student, the assailant. 

“RUPD was putting a lot of pressure on 
me to decide how I wanted to move forward,” 
Nasteff said. “[The four options] were: I 
want to press criminal charges, I want to 
press charges through SJP, I don’t want to do 
anything and I need more time.” 

Nasteff said she decided not to pursue 
criminal charges against her assaulter. 

“The option of pressing criminal charges 

OF 
AFTER SEXUAL ASSAULT, WHERE DO STUDENTS TURN? 

The option of 
pressing criminal 
charges is a lot 
longer of a process. 
It’s a lot harder on 
the survivor. 
Madison Nasteff 
BAKER COLLEGE SENIOR 

SEE REPORTING PAGE 2 
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Over 400 students have signed a 
petition asking the chemistry department 
to rehire instructor Julianne Yost, a 
recipient of the 2018 George R. Brown 
Award for Superior Teaching. 

The department did not offer Yost a 
position for the next acadmic year after 
she reached the term limit for instructors. 

as “outstanding,” while the remaining 
six rated Yost’s effectiveness as “good.” 
The George R. Brown teaching award she 
received along with eight other recipients 
was voted on by alumni who graduated 
between two and five years ago with a 
four-year degree. 

Instructors at Rice University have limited 
termsoffiveyearsandtypicallyhaveheldtheir 
most recently earned degree for fewer than 
three years when they are hired, according 

Students petition for Rice to rehire chemistry instructor Yost 
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Sai Sriram, who took Organic 
Chemistry II with Yost this summer, 
said he published the petition on Aug. 
16 on change.org with Baker College 
sophomore Cory Pan after Yost told their 
class this academic year would be her last 
at Rice. He said the fact that Yost doesn’t 
conduct research as part of her job allows 
her to be a dedicated teacher. 

“I really think that future students 
deserve to have a professor that’s this 
committed to teaching,” Sriram, a Baker 
College sophomore, said. 

Through course evaluations on 
Schedule Planner, 94 out of 100 students 
rated Yost’s effectiveness as a teacher 

to Rice University Policy No. 201. Yost, who 
earned her doctorate in synthetic organic 
chemistry in 2009, said that when she was 
hired as an instructor in 2011, the term limit 
was eight years. Anatoly Kolomeisky, who 
became chair of the chemistry department in 
July 2018, said the limit changed to five years 
around 2016. When the change occured, Yost 
said, she was grandfathered into the eight-
year term limit. 

“Since this is my eighth year, I was 
fully aware that this would be my last year 
as an instructor,” Yost said. “I was not 
aware as to whether or not my rank would 
be switched to a lecturer or to one of the 
other newer teaching professorships that 

have been established on campus in order 
to allow me to continue teaching at Rice.” 

The lecturer rank, like the instructor 
rank, is a non-tenure track position 
intended to “foster excellence in teaching,” 
according to Policy No. 201. The policy 
states there is no limit on the term of a 
lecturer, and those with the title of senior 
lecturer have demonstrated consistent 
teaching excellence. The teaching professor 
rank is another non-tenure track rank 
where professors teach and also conduct 
research on teaching practices. 

Yost said she was initially hired in 2011 
on a two-year contract to teach organic 
chemistry and medicinal chemistry. Her 
initial contract was renewed for another 
two years, and after that, she said, she 
was employed on one-year contracts. In 
July 2018, the department informed her 
that her contract would not be renewed 
another year. 

“There wasn’t a particular position I 
was hoping for,” Yost said. “I would have 
loved to have been able to stay at Rice.” 

SEE YOST PAGE 3 

https://change.org
https://RICETHRESHER.ORG
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is a lot longer of a process,” Nasteff said. “It’s 
a lot harder on the survivor.”

Students also have the option to pursue a 
protection order, also known as a restraining 
order. According to Vogt, Title IX resource 
navigators will accompany students to 
file for protective orders with the district 
attorney’s office. The Title IX office can also 
help students with accommodations such as 
rescheduling exams or moving classes.

“Once we have a protective order in 
hand, then we look at the restrictions in the 
protective order [and make accomodations],” 
Vogt said. “Navigators also are helping the 
responding student make sure they’re not 
going to be in violation.”

REPORTING TO SJP
In addition to or instead of pressing 

charges, students can report to SJP, which can 
level sanctions through the university.

“The reason why universities are tasked 
with [judicial procedures] is that not 
everything that happens to a student falls 
under the Texas Penal Code, but is well below 
our Rice standard,” Vogt said.

After a student decides to make a 
report, SJP makes a decision based on a 
preponderance of the evidence, according to 
SJP Interim Director Emily Garza.

Both the reporting and the responding 
student can submit verbal and written 
statements, after which SJP will then continue 
to collect evidence and witness statements.

“Then, they decide, more likely than not, 
did something happen?” Vogt said. “If more 
likely than not it did happen, that person will 
be found in violation. Or they couldn’t decide 
that it happened, because they didn’t have 
enough evidence to show that it did.”

The SJP process is non-adversarial, 
according to Garza, meaning that reporting 
and responding students will never have 
to confront each other. Depending on the 
circumstances, varying levels of no-contact 
orders are placed during the investigation, 
meaning that students may be restricted from 
contacting each other or from entering certain 
parts of campus. Reporting and responding 
students are entitled to a Title IX resource 
navigator, as well as 
another support person, 
during SJP meetings.

According to Garza, 
both parties have the right 
to review the disciplinary 
file, which includes any 
material that is relevant to 
the decision, at any point 
during the investigation. 
The reporting students 
are also entitled to be 
informed of any sanctions 
that affect them.

According to Nasteff, 
two months after she 
made the report, SJP found 
the responding student was in violation of the 
sexual assault charges leveled against him 
and informed her that he would no longer be 
a student after the end of the semester.

“With a criminal case, they could have to 
register as a sex offender, they could go to 
jail,” Nasteff said. “Whereas with SJP the most 
severe thing they can do is expel someone. 
Ultimately, I decided to pursue things with 
SJP mostly because of the time, I didn’t want 
it to be dragged out, the money — it doesn’t 
cost any money to go through SJP — and the 
severity of the punishment. I didn’t know how 
I felt about sending someone to jail.”

According to Vogt, reporting students can 
request a specific level of sanctioning, but SJP 
is not obligated to uphold the request.

“Most of the time, I would say the 
[reporting] students feel comfortable with the 
results,” Vogt said.

For Kate, a Rice student whose name has 
been changed to preserve anonymity, almost 
four months passed following her sexual 
assault before she decided to report to SJP.

“There are a lot of 
barriers to reporting that 
are hard to understand 
unless you’re thinking 
about reporting,” Kate 
said. “First, you have to 
come to terms with what 
happened for yourself 
and then you have to 
find a way to explain 
that to the people around 
you. Then you have to 
recognize that it was 
valid and deserved some 
form of retribution.”

Kate said she made 
a decision to report two 

months after the assault, but changed her 
mind a week later, ultimately making her 
report two months after that.

“I think it’s really scary to see a statistic 
that only 7 in 70 go to report to SJP, but when 
you think about all of the mental work you 
have to do, it’s kind of amazing that anyone 
gets to the point where you’re willing to 
report,” Kate said.

Kate said it is especially scary for Rice 
students to think about directly affecting 
someone’s life in this way.

“If you hear that someone has been 
suspended for a Title IX violation, everyone’s 

going to know about it,” Kate said. “I would 
say we’re all pretty smart, successful people 
who will go on to do pretty smart, successful 
things. To take away the possibility of 
someone’s future is pretty serious.”

Adam, a Rice student whose name 
has been changed for anonymity, was 
a freshman when he received an email 
summoning him to the SJP office. 

Although he was found not in violation 
of all charges, including sexual misconduct, 
Adam said it is difficult to describe how 
terrifying it was to go through the months-
long SJP process.

“I would think about it every day,” Adam 
said. “I found it hard to get out of bed and 
go to class. It really hit me afterwards, how 
deeply traumatizing the experience was.”

During the investigation, Adam said SJP 
issued a no-contact order. He was prohibited 
from going to the reporting student’s 
residential college or the connected servery, 
and he was told not to talk about the details 
of the investigation.

“They didn’t say specific punishments 
[for breaching the no-contact order], but 

I got the impression that if I did, I would be 
moved off campus for the duration of the 
investigation due to concerns regarding 
confidentiality,” Adam said. 

A week after the not-in-violation decision 
was made, the reporting student appealed to 
the dean of undergraduates, who maintained 
the original decision.

“I can’t blame Rice at all,” Adam said. 
“It’s a traumatizing experience because of the 
reality of it, but I can’t blame Rice. I felt like it 
was professional. I felt respected.”

Kate made her report two months ago and 
is still awaiting the decision from SJP.

“I just feel like this whole thing is about 
me not having power and feeling powerless,” 
Kate said. “It’s frustrating to me that I don’t 
even get power over my case or what’s 
happening. I kind of haven’t been updated at 
all. All the information is channeled through 
Title IX to me, even if i have a question.”

SUPPORT NETWORKS AT RICE
Nasteff said although she felt extremely 

supported by her Title IX officer and SJP 
during the reporting process, afterward she 
was told the only counseling she could get 
was off campus, because the Rice Counseling 
Center did not have counselors who could 
help her.

According to Vogt, the RCC had trained 
therapists at that time, but there are cases 
in which students are referred to off-campus 
counseling because they need more intensive 
or specialized therapy. 

“The semester that I tried to seek help 
after the assault, when I was trying to heal, I 
was a little bit frustrated being told that the 
only help I could get was off campus,” Nasteff 
said. “The beginning of the semester, when I 
needed help, I didn’t get it.”

Kate said while the Title IX office has done 
the best it can, Rice as a community has let 
her down.

“It’s more like I am a liability for the 
university than I am a person whose 
feelings were hurt as a result of going to this 
university,” Kate said.

Nasteff said she also used the RCC’s 
24/7 crisis hotline. According to Adam, SJP 
encouraged him to go to the RCC as a resource. 
He went, but stopped after a few months. Last 
week, he went in again.

“This is something I’m still dealing with,” 
Adam said. “There are hours and days of 
revisiting the case in my head. Even though 
I do trust my memory and the evidence of 
the case, it still doesn’t make the recurrent 
thoughts stop.”

Nasteff said she does not believe that Rice 
could have done anything to prevent her 
sexual assault.

“I think there are things that Rice can do 
to teach individuals what’s right and what’s 
wrong, but ultimately if there’s a person 
who’s going to do something evil like that, it’s 
not Rice’s fault,” Nasteff said. “It’s theirs.”

REPORTING FROM PAGE 1

When you think 
about all the mental 
work you have to do, 
it’s kind of amazing 
that anyone gets 
to the point where 
you’re willing to 
report.
Kate
ANONYMOUS STUDENT
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ESTHER waitlists were removed 
after the first week of classes, with the 
exception of courses with FSEM, LPAP and 
COLL subject codes, although instructors 
could opt into keeping their waitlists open 
through the second week, according to the 
University Registrar David Tenney. 

The Office of the Registrar, in 
collaboration with academic departments 
and instructors, instituted the changes 
starting in the 2018-19 academic year. 

Prior to the change, an instructor 
whose course had an ESTHER waitlist 
had the option of removing the waitlist 
on the third day of classes or keeping 
the waitlist active until the end of the 
add/drop period, according to Associate 
Registrar Justin Schilke.

“With a waitlist on a course, it is first-
come first-serve; it cannot be prioritized,” 
Schilke said. “By purging all waitlists at 
the beginning of week two, this allows 
instructors to sign special registration 
forms for whoever they determine should 
get the course, including those who need 
the specific course to graduate.”

According to Schilke, the change 

affects a very small number of courses. 
Excluding LPAP and COLL courses, there 
were 3,632 course sections on the fall 
2018 academic schedule and 459 courses 
that allowed students to waitlist if the 
desired course reached capacity. Of those 
courses, only 91 classes actually had 
students on a waitlist. 

“This change could be important for 
those few students who need to get into a 
course to graduate when they otherwise 
might not have been able to do so,” 
Schilke said. “The percentage of total 
registrations off a waitlist is a tiny sliver 
of the overall picture. If history continues 
as it has, only a relatively small percent 
of those requests would actually result in 
registration during Week 2 of classes.”

Although the deadline for adding 
courses is the Friday of the second 
week of classes, some students are 
nonchalant with those ‘extra’ courses 
in their schedules that they intend to 
drop because the deadline for dropping 
courses is during the seventh week of 
classes, according to Tenney.

“If your plans change, and you 
determine that you will not start or stay 
in a class for which you’re registered, 
please log into ESTHER and drop it 
promptly,” Tenney said. “Every seat in 
a class is precious, and doing so makes 
the class available to someone else who 
needs that course to graduate or really 
wants to pursue knowledge in that area.”

According to sociology lecturer Craig 
Considine, before the change, instructors 
would often purge waitlists in order to 
incorporate as many people in the course 
as possible.

“I usually receive a handful of emails 
before classes start from people who 
want to ‘special register’ for the course,” 

Considine said. “In previous years, I 
had to message the registrar’s office to 
have them waived. It is helpful now that 
the waitlist is automatically dropped 
because it gives students who genuinely 
want to be in the class the opportunity to 
be there.”

Priscilla Huh, a Will Rice College 
sophomore, said the change was poorly 
communicated to the student body by 
the administration.

“I thought that it was so we could 
special register early, but when I went to 
get my special registration form signed, 
the professor told me that she cannot, 
and I just have to wait for someone to 

drop the class and hope that I can grab 
the spot before anyone else does,” Huh 
said. “I definitely feel that this was one 
of the poorest decisions Rice has made 
since I have been here.”

Professor of religious studies John 
Stroup said he approaches registration 
with the intention of encouraging as 
many people as possible to enroll in the 
courses he teaches. 

“I have no other intent except to open 
my classes to as many people as possible 
and to do so as quickly as possible,” 
Stroup said. “If there is some way that 
I can admit a student, like with these 
changes, I try to follow that avenue.”
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Registrar removes waitlists after first week

Priscilla Huh
WILL RICE COLLEGE SOPHOMORE

BEFORE
Waitlist removed 
after the first week. 
Special registration 
available. 

AFTER
REGISTRAR CHANGES

Waitlist existed 
through the second 
week of classes.
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FROM PAGE 1

YOST TO LEAVE

charlene pan / thresher

Yost is in her eighth year at Rice, 
the term limit for instructors when 
she was hired in 2011.

Her teaching assignments have varied 
by semester and included organic chemistry 
discussion sections and labs. Currently she is 
teaching the discussion sections for Organic 
Chemistry II and two organic chemistry 
laboratories for engineers and chemistry 
majors. She also is the faculty advisor for 
Rice’s chapter of Camp Kesem as well a new 
undergraduate chemistry club.

Yost said instructors are sometimes hired 
for budgetary reasons, and that she was hired 
in 2011 during an economic recession. Since 
2011, she said, the chemistry department 
has hired three new tenure-track faculty 

members focused on organic chemistry, and 
there is currently a posting to hire a tenure-
track assistant professor who will begin in 
July 2019. 

Kolomeisky said the chemistry department 
currently employs 22 tenure-track faculty 
members and 4.5 non-tenure track faculty, 
including a part-time employee. Yost is the 
only current instructor. Kolomeisky, who 
is not legally allowed to discuss individual 
personnel decisions, said the hiring of 
instructors and lecturers is decided by faculty 
based on department needs. 

“On occasion, an instructor may be 

converted to lecturer, if current needs of 
the department supports such action,” 
Kolomeisky said. “These needs are discussed 
at the faculty meetings. The decision must be 
approved by the School of Natural Sciences.”

The major distinction between tenure-
track and non-tenure track faculty is that 
tenure-track faculty perform research, 
according to Yost. Yost said across 
universities, there is a widely held belief that 
students should be taught by tenure-track 
faculty conducting research as they are the 
faculty creating new knowledge. This view, 
she said, was one professors expressed at the 
spring “Why Does My Teaching Suck?” panel.

At the panel, history professor Lisa 
Balabanlilar said the value of a Rice degree 
is increased by having research-oriented 
faculty teach courses. Computer science 
professor Scott Rixner said research is a 
critical component in his department.

“My department is driven by research, 
we’re evaluated by research and we talk 
about research,” Rixner said. “Every minute 
you spend on teaching is a minute you’re not 
spending on research.”

Yost said at the spring panel that tenure-
track faculty have to balance teaching with 
their research.

“I will discuss teaching among the other 
non-tenure track faculty members in the 
chemistry department, but there’s very rarely 
any discussion with anyone who is tenure-
track,” Yost said.

Yost said the decision not to renew her 
contract is not performance-based, but 
focused on having tenure-track faculty 
teach courses. 

Sriram said he hopes the more than 400 
students who have signed the petition can 
sway the department to rehiring Yost. 

“If that many people are willing to attest 
to the fact that a professor is this inspiring 
and deserves to continue at Rice, I’d like to 
think that would accomplish allowing the 
[chemistry] department to get Dr. Yost to 
stay,” Sriram said.

Yost said she is now seeking a tenure-
track position at a small liberal arts college 
focused on teaching where she would run a 
lab for undergraduates to conduct research. 

“My bucket list right now includes seeing 
Will Rice sweep again and enjoying at least 
one more sporting event with my husband,” 
Yost, who is a Will Rice College faculty 
associate, said.

She said she is grateful for every student 
who signed her petition. 

“Even if the wishes of the petition are not 
met, truly thank you from the bottom of my 
heart,” Yost said. “I’m extremely proud of all 
my students and their desire to take action, 
and hope that they continue to take action 
and stand up for what they believe in.”

Future students deserve to 
have a professor that’s this 
committed to teaching.
Sai Sriram 
Baker College Sophomore

I definitely feel that this is 
one of the poorest decisions 
Rice has made since I have 
been here.

EXCEPTIONS
Except for subject codes 
FSEM, LPAP and COLL.

Instructors had the 
option to remove the 
waitlist on the third day 
of classes or keep the 
waitlist open for the full 
two weeks.

Instructors had the option 
to keep the waitlist open 
through the second week of 
classes.
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BEER BOINK

ALKYNES OF FUN
‘I will not, however, be participating in Baker 13 or 
Night of Decadence, so I’ll be skipping those.’
On what activities she won’t be participating in during her final year at Rice.

‘It wasn’t the most constitutional 
thing [last time], but now we made it 
constitutional’
On the official formation of the Beer Bike Best Practices Working Group.

infographic by sydney garrett

JULIANNE YOST
Organic Chemistry Instructor

ASHTON DUKE
2017 Campus-Wide Beer Bike Coordinator

RIP STUMPY

WHOSE HOUSE?
‘Them coming over thinking they’re just going to blow us out 
of the water, that’s not how we roll over here. We’re gonna 
take it to them for sure.’
At a press conference about the upcoming game against University of Houston.

‘She will be missed. If you have any pictures 
of this icon, please share.’
Stumpy, or Stevia, the tailless squirrel who lived near the Berlin Wall fragment, 
recently passed away.

Roe Wilkins
Rice Junior Defensive Tackle

SQUIRRELS OF RICE UNIVERSITY
Facebook Page

Committee to look at SJP practices

ANDREW GROTTKAU
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Dean of Undergraduates Bridget 
Gorman has established a committee 
to evaluate Student Judicial Programs 
policies and practices, according to Senior 
Associate Dean of Undergraduates Brian 
Gibson, who will chair the committee. 

The Student Judicial Programs 
Advisory Committee will consist of 
eight members: four members of the 
administration and four students. Of 
the students, two are college presidents, 
one is a chief justice and one is chair of 
University Court. 

According to the committee’s charge, 
they will be tasked with determining 
the strengths of the current system as 
well as potential changes that could 
improve SJP’s effectiveness. Gibson said 
these types of reviews are important, 
particularly to offices like SJP. 

“Especially in offices where the nature 
of the work is private or confidential, there 
can be significant misunderstandings 
among the community about their 
primary purpose and practices,” Gibson 

said. “The committee should produce 
a report that allows transparency and 
consensus building towards our shared 
goals.”

The committee has no specified 
timetable, according to Gibson, and will 
eventually submit a final report with 
recommendations to Dean Gorman when 
its review is complete. As chair, Gibson 
said he will be tasked with making sure 
the committee upholds its duties as listed 
in its charge. 

Eliza Martin, Baker College president 
and senior, said she sees her role on 
the committee is to provide an objective 
undergraduate opinion.

“This will mean working with the other 
students on the committee to elevate the 
opinions of undergraduate students who 
are not on the committee,” Martin said.

Gibson said he is looking forward to 
the chance to take charge of the review. 

“I am excited for the opportunity to 
serve in this role because the goals of SJP at 
Rice are extremely important to the shared 
values of the entire community, and I want 
to support the staff and their function for 
the best outcomes,” Gibson said. 

illustration by marlena fleck
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For as long as I have followed environ-
mental policy, it’s been clear that humans 
excel at one thing: defiling and polluting 
our planet. Environmentalists have made 
progress in the past few years, most nota-
bly with the Paris Agreement. However, the 
current administration’s Environmental 
Protection Agency clearly could not care 
less about reducing pollution. Faced with 
this dismaying situation, environmental-
ists are right to take matters into their own 
hands and advocate for cutting pollution 
like plastic waste, but it’s important to con-
sider the unintended consequences. 

The recent craze sweeping the nation is 
the idea to ban plastic straws, inspired in 
part by a viral video of a sea turtle that was 
horribly injured by one. The amount of plas-
tic waste in our oceans and landfills is truly 
abhorrent, and activists are rightly pressur-
ing cities and companies to reduce plastic 
waste. Faced with this public outcry, locales 
like Seattle and Vancouver, among others, 
have recently passed plastic straw bans, and 
Starbucks has promised to stop using plastic 
straws as well. 

While the people supporting plastic straw 

bans are well-intentioned, they are severely 
misguided. In their shortsighted rush to ban 
plastic straws, they have missed two critical 
facts. First, according to a study published in 
Marine Policy, straws account for less than 
0.03 percent by weight of plastic pollution en-
tering the oceans every year, so the straw ban 
is at best performative environmentalism. 

More importantly, plastic straws are es-
sential for many disabled people. In part be-
cause straws are so ubiquitous, able-bodied 
people fail to realize how miraculous these 
simple devices are for anyone with a disabil-
ity. With straws, it became possible for mil-
lions of disabled people to go anywhere with-
out worrying about becoming dehydrated, 
spilling their drink everywhere or aspirating 
it into their lungs. 

Where able-bodied people see waste, I 
see a miraculous device that opens up the 
world to people like me who have disabilities. 
Able-bodied people have proposed that we 
use alternatives to plastic straws, such as pa-
per, metal, glass or biodegradable straws, but 
all of those options have major drawbacks for 
people with disabilities. For example, metal 
straws are unusable for people with tremors 

or sensory issues. Since disabled people of-
ten take longer to drink, paper straws do not 
work because they often disintegrate before 
we finish, and they do not handle high tem-
peratures well. 

Able-bodied people have suggested we 
carry around straws that work for us instead 
of relying on restaurants to have them, but 
that has problems of its own. First, that’s one 
more expense for disabled people, who are 
already likely to have to suffer lower income 
and extremely high medical costs. Second, it 
is unreasonable to expect disabled people to 
be able to physically carry straws with them 
and keep them sanitary. 

The burden and expense of reducing plas-
tic waste by a measly 0.03 percent should 
not fall on disabled people, who are already 
oppressed and excluded by society. We must 
save the planet and reduce pollution, but en-
vironmentalists must realize that it is uneth-
ical to force already marginalized groups to 
pay the price. Blanket plastic straw bans are 
irresponsible, unreasonable and immoral. 

To better serve people with disabilities 
while still cutting down on plastic waste, 
restaurants and regulators should switch 

from a ban to an opt-in model: Just have 
people ask for a straw instead of getting one 
automatically. This will significantly reduce 
the usage of plastic straws without hurting 
disabled people. That way, those who need 
plastic straws can still get them and those 
who don’t can decide not to use them. 

Cities and establishments should reverse 
their plastic straw bans and target the actual 
causes of plastic waste. If you actually care 
about both plastic waste and human dig-
nity, focus your efforts on banning plastic 
balloons, bags and fishing nets, all of which 
create far more plastic waste than straws do. 
Save the planet without forcing disabled peo-
ple to suck it.

Straw Ban: “Suck It, Pollution,” Or “Suck It, Disabled” 
OP-ED

The Thresher editorial board stands with over 400 
students who have signed the petition for Julianne Yost to 
remain at Rice. While there are statements in the petition 
that are incorrect – Yost is an instructor, not a lecturer, and 
due to the limited terms of instructors, her contract cannot 
be renewed – the chemistry department 
should hire her as either a lecturer or 
teaching professor. 

The petition, Yost’s stellar student 
reviews and her receipt of the George 
R. Brown Award for Superior Teaching, 
which is voted on by recent alumni, offer 
overwhelming evidence that Yost’s focus 
on teaching has improved the learning 
experience of her students. 

One of the main goals of Rice’s Vision 
for the Second Century, Second Decade 
(V2C2) is to “provide a transformative 
undergraduate education.” To achieve this goal, the 
V2C2 document elaborates that Rice “must continue to 
implement evidence-based innovations in teaching and 
learning and support teaching improvement.” To let go of 
Yost despite resounding evidence that she helps Rice to 
provide its students with a transformative undergraduate 
education contradicts this goal. 

In the “Why Does My Teacher Suck?” panel last spring, 
History Professor Lisa Balabanlilar said having tenure-track 

professors teach courses allows Rice to maintain its status 
as a top research university. While we understand Rice is a 
research university, we believe this label should not come 
at the expense of effective and popular instructors like 
Yost. In 2018, U.S. News & World Report ranked Rice No. 

3 for “Best Undergraduate Teaching.” 
World-class research certainly attracts 
some undergraduates, but we believe 
teaching is a far more valuable aspect of 
the undergraduate experience. 

Every year, students fill in course 
reviews about their classes and wonder 
whether their opinions on courses will 
be taken into account. It can often feel 
as though issues in the way a course is 
taught persist despite years of critical 
feedback. Rehiring Yost as a faculty 
member in the chemistry department 

is an opportunity for the university to demonstrate it is 
listening to student feedback on teaching. The chair of the 
chemistry department, Anatoly Kolomeisky, said hiring 
decisions are based on the needs of the department. We 
at the Thresher believe there is always a need at Rice for 
dedicated teachers like Yost.

This editorial reflects the consensus opinion of the Rice 
Thresher editorial board. Any responses to this piece can be 
sent to thresher@rice.edu.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Rice must commit to undergraduate teaching
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A year after Hurricane Harvey swept 
through Houston, we talk to students and 
professors about the storm that changed their 
lives and the city at large.

Tram Nguyen had just settled into 
temporary housing after her third home was 
damaged by a hurricane when the Thresher 
spoke to her last fall. She had lived through 
both Hurricanes Katrina and Rita before 
Harvey hit Houston.

“I have been through more hurricanes 
than I would have ever liked to experience, 
but they all just made me stronger,” 
Nguyen said. “Rebuilding is hard, but it is 
always possible.”

Last fall, Nguyen was assessing the 
damage to her first-floor off-campus 
apartment and saving what possessions she 
could. Eventually she was able to move back 
to the same apartment complex, but on a 
different floor. 

“Last time, there was no cleanup,” Nguyen 
said at the time. “Last time, everything 
was gone and you just let the government 
come in and clear everything out. This time 
it was really hard to go back. It was just 
overwhelming to look at what you had and 
know this is gone.”

Now Nguyen has a more optimistic 
perspective and said Hurricane Harvey was a 
call to action for Houston. 

“We as humans tend to ignore problems 
until they blow up in our face,” she said. 

Nguyen pointed out that Houstonians had 
the opportunity to vote on a funding proposal 
to mitigate future flooding near the one year 
anniversary of Harvey.

“Right after any natural disaster, all you 
can see is devastation and chaos, but disasters 
are catalysts for change,” Nguyen said. “New 
Orleans rebuilt stronger and better after 
Hurricane Katrina, and I think Houston will 

do the same.”
Aside from learning the importance 

of flood insurance, Nguyen said she also 
learned resilience.

“Regardless of what happened with 
Harvey, my game plan was to focus on my 
academics and finish the semester strong,” 
Nguyen said. “Being in class and having to 
do homework prevented me from always 
thinking about the chaos with my flooded 
apartment. My academics helped me focus 
and make it through Harvey’s aftermath.” 

Sam Robedee had to leave his off-campus 
apartment due to mold after Harvey. His 
primary concern was finding new housing 
and getting out of his lease instead of focusing 
on academics. Ultimately, he found housing 
on campus for the rest of the fall semester, but 
couldn’t catch up on his classes. 

“I got backed up in my classes and 
struggled to catch up for the semester and 
ended up having to drop one [class],” he said. 

Aid from Rice helped Robedee deal with 
the financial fallout of the storm.

“Luckily, I wasn’t hit too hard financially 
because I got assistance from the Dean’s 
office to pay fees at my apartment complex,” 
Robedee said.

Overall, Robedee counts himself lucky.
“Now that a year has passed, I’m glad 

I didn’t lose everything like some people,” 
Robedee said. “The lead singer of my band 
[The Travelers] had her house flood and I still 
see some homes that have a mobile home in 
front of [them] because the cleanup hasn’t 
finished yet.”

The Harvey Memories Project began almost 
as soon as the hurricane ended. Its mission: 
gather and preserve people’s experiences of 
the storm. The website, harveymemories.org, 

is a place for those who rode out Hurricane 
Harvey to upload anything from screenshots 
of emergency alerts to audiovisual recordings 
of the flood damage they experienced.

“Our idea was basically inspired by 
noticing how many people, even during the 
storm, were documenting it digitally, whether 
on social media or with smartphones,” 
McDaniel said. “I think that future historians 
will probably look at this as one of the first 
natural disasters where social media and 
digital recording devices were ubiquitous.”

The Harvey Memories Project is not the 
first crowd-sourced, digital archive. McDaniel 
said the project was inspired by a similar 
archive created after Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, which has grown to approximately 
25,000 items, as well as an archive created 
after the Boston Marathon bombing in 2013. 

“There’s a wide range of community 
archives that are built on this model to 
lower the bar of participation and allow any 
member of the community to make sure that 
their perspective and their story becomes 
part of the public historical record,” 
McDaniel said.

In his experience as a historian, McDaniel 
knows that many valuable historical sources 
get lost or destroyed over time. He said 
sometimes the result is an archive that 
does not fully represent the “full range of 
perspectives that a community has on an 
event like a natural disaster.”

“Our hope is that by creating a site like 
this, we can make sure that the diverse 
range of experiences that people had will be 
preserved and told,” McDaniel said.

A large team is collaborating with Rice 
to move the project forward, including the 
University of Houston libraries, the Houston 
Public Library and the Harris County Public 
Library. The professional librarians add 
expertise in digital artifacts, according to 
McDaniel. They can ensure that the material 
is well-catalogued for easy use and also make 
sure it’s preserved. A mirror of the archive will 
be stored at Fondren long-term.

“Although it would be tempting to think 
that once you put a photo on a computer, or 

on other internet, it’s safer, those kinds of 
artifacts are also vulnerable to loss of different 
kinds,” McDaniel said. 

McDaniel added that Rice students’ 
perspectives on the storm are valuable.

“We would really encourage students who 
might have photos or videos or stories about 
their experience to consider contributing to 
the project,” McDaniel said.

  
Although Houston’s economic recovery 

from Harvey has been strong, fully assessing 
Houston’s recovery requires the exploration 
of data covering a variety of experiences 
and variables according to Robert Stein, 
professor of political science and fellow in 
urban politics at the Baker Institute. Research 
from the Episcopal Health Foundation and 
the University of Houston’s Hobby School of 
Public Affairs suggests that Harvey recovery is 
uneven by class, race and residential status, 
among other factors.

Stein said this past Saturday’s vote on a 
$2.5 billion bond to prepare for and mitigate 
future flooding exemplifies the public’s 
strong support for proposed recovery. Over 80 
percent of voters approved the funds, and this 
support was undifferentiated among those 
who suffered significant losses from Harvey 
and those who did not.

“The city and county have resisted any 
significant changes in land use ordinances 
directed at issues of drainage and flooding 
for the last 30 years,” he said, “But Harvey 
changed public attitudes on these regulations 
and elected officials followed suit.”

Stein does not believe Houston is prepared 
for another Harvey, but does think the flood 
bond is a step in the right direction.

“There is probably little that the 
county or city can do to prevent the 
consequences of Harvey-like events,” he 
said. “The hope and expectation [of the 
flood bond] is that we can address the 
more frequent events like the holiday 
floods of 2016 and 2017.”

INTANGIBLES OVERALL

PARTY PATROL:
DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS  

Martel really outdid 
themselves in maintaining 
the whole heat-exhaus-
tion-and-dehydration-in-  
Texas theme.

If Kappa Kappa Gamma, a 
sauna, and a texas themed 
crop top had a baby. 

Flannels and boots do 
not fare too well in 90% 
humidity.

B+

A

B

I heard there were pancakes? 
For why?

If Domino’s and the sale sec-
tion of HEB made a mixtape, 
the food at Texas would be 
the result.

Indulged in a five star, three 
course meal: pancakes, 
pizza, many more pancakes.

A

B+

A+*

Remixes.

DJ Friendzone definitely 
helped move people from 
the friendzone to the 
endzone. 

Pleasantly surprised that 
the country was kept to a 
minimum.

C

B

A-

I mean I had to wait an hour in 
a line, not to dance, but to try 
to pop bubbles.

The line could have become 
a new fortress wall for Mar-
tel. All in all a good start for 
the Public parties to come. 

Slightly startling to see the 
freshmen grinding. But go 
ahead.

B-

B+

A-

The bubbles were the best 
part.

Single Quad Double Hex 
Martel Has Above Average 
Parties… 
#RemembertheAlamo

Publics are significantly less 
fun as a sophomore, but 
pancakes can really make a 
difference.
#MorePancakesAtPublics

B

A-

A-

martel college sophomore
EMMA S.

reflections on harveyreflections on harvey
ONE YEAR UPDATE:

TRAM NGUYEN 
McMurtry College Senior

SAM ROBEDEE
Wiess College Junior

HARVEY MEMORIES PROJECT
Caleb McDaniel 
Associate Professor of History

ROBERT STEIN
Professor of Political Science

jasmine zhou / thresher

The Thresher happily participates in grade inflation, so we will continue to count A+’s as 4.33.*
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SOMEONE CALL A DOCTOR!
Crossword by Sam Rossum

  For the Thresher

 6  8 7  10  9  

      12 11  

 13     14   15 

     16    

 18      20 19  

     21     

 22       23 

 24       25 

 17

Answers will be posted on ricethresher.org and on the Thresher Facebook page.

Bolded clues correspond to the theme.

ACROSS
1  “Take on Me” rockers
4 Zebra striped judge
6 Very, for Giuseppe
8 $, Abv.
11 What an injury may make someone
13 Home of the Longhorns
15 Band named after a computer  
 command
16 One way to break a bone
18 It gets slapped after a good joke
19 Valhalla’s Attic
21 A residential college in pain?
22 Houston hub
23 Russian mountain range
24 Pesky fly
25 Sob uncontrollably

DOWN
1 Lance prefix
2 When repeated, Santa’s call
3 Fluffy ‘80s sitcom character
4 Famous plaintiff for women’s rights
5 $50 at the beginning of the semester,  
 perhaps?
7 Indonesian soybean product
9 Game, ___, match
10 Famed dual-natured man of literature
12 What a chiropractor may prescribe?
14 If he only had a heart
17 Huge humanoid robot
20 Fish present at boils
22 Photo sharing platform owned by FB
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THE WEEKLY SCENE

POP-UP AT 
MOODY

The Moody Center will be hosting Rice 
Architecture Construct’s “Six Projects 
on Accessory Dwelling.” Move quickly 
– the pop-up is on view only from Aug. 
30 to Sept. 1 in Moody’s Creative Open 
Studio. Admission is free.

Moody Center for the Arts

HANDS-ON
Head to the Houston Center for 
Contemporary Craft on Saturday to make 
your own mini tote bag. The bags will be 
based off of HCCC’s current exhibition,  
which focuses on textural sculptures. 
The event runs from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Entrance is free, and all materials will 
be provided.

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft
4848 S. Main St.

THE LEGEND OF 
DRUMS

Catch the only U.S. appearance of 
the Taiwan Ten-Drum Art Percussion 
Group on Thursday from 8-11 p.m. Their 
powerful drum performances at the 
Sydney Olympics and 2002 FIFA World 
Cup led to a Grammy-nominated album. 
Admission is free.  

Miller Outdoor Theatre
6000 Hermann Park Drive

80’S ART SHOW
Insomnia Gallery will host “To the Max! 
A Totally 80’s Art Show” on Friday 
from 7-11 p.m. The show will feature 
local artists and center on ‘80s themed 
pieces. There will be free beer for those 
of age, as well as free admission.

Insomnia Gallery
708 Telephone Road

To all the reviews online
“To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before” dodges 
dramatic tropes for a wholesome and heart-
warming watch.
See more at ricethresher.org

CHRISTINA TAN
A&E EDITOR

Embedded in Houston’s Third Ward lies 
Project Row Houses, a group of shotgun 
houses that includes converted Summer 
Studios for seven local art students and 
emerging artists. 

This summer, Elizabeth Denton (Duncan 
‘18) took on the task of transforming her 
assigned house into a complete studio and 
further refining the art skills she developed 
during her time as a Visual and Dramatic 
Arts major. Her art, substantial and beautiful, 
beckons viewers for a closer look when 
juxtaposed with the repurposed house. 

The Summer Studios project began in 

2006 with the intent to facilitate interactions 
between emerging artists and the local 
community, according to Project Row 
Houses’ website. Denton joined a long list of 
previous Studios residents which includes 
several other Rice alumni, such as Huidi 
Xiang (Duncan ‘18), Heather Wright (Lovett 
‘18), and Amiri Boykin (Jones ‘15). According 
to Denton, it was her visit to Wright’s house 
that inspired her own residency.

Denton used her new space to house 
an exhibition of colorful, floral, coffin-like 
wood frames. The “coffins” are covered with 
fabric collage and produce a stunning yet 
eerie sculpture. Onlookers can peer into 
and around the “coffins,” which seem to be 

Rice colloquialism explained as Urban Dictionary terms
AMELIA CALAUTTI
THRESHER STAFF

You’ve heard it before but I’ll say it again: 
Rice University is a bubble. From O-Week 
to Beer Bike, Rice’s unique culture is often 
difficult to explain to friends and family back 
home. Hanszen’s got that gonorrhea? Jones 
blows goats? Honestly, I don’t blame outsiders 
for their blank stares and utter confusion. 
Coming in as a new student, it is difficult to 
learn all of Rice’s insane traditions and quirky 
terms. Here’s a guide to all the Rice-specific 
terms you won’t find in your O-Week book.    

COLLEGE BINGO (N.)
To complete college bingo, you must hook 
up with a student at each residential college. 
Consists of major leagues and minor leagues 
(see below).
“Have you completed college bingo yet?”
“No, I still have Duncan and Baker left.”
MAJOR/MINOR LEAGUE (N.)
Refers to college bingo. Completing college 
bingo major leagues refers to having sex with 
one person from each residential college. 
Minor leagues refers to kissing or any other 
sexual act besides sex.
“Did you make out with Jones John last night?”
“Yes! I finally finished minor leagues!”
RAGE CAGE (N.)
Also known as Stack Cup. The only drinking 
game Rice students want to play at parties due 

to its inclusivity. Too complicated to explain. 
Honestly just play it.  
“What did you do last weekend?”
“I played Rage Cage at Will Rice for two hours.”
BNOC (N.)
Pronounced “bee-knock”
Big Name on Campus. A Rice student known 
by everyone on campus.
“Wait, how do you know Madeline?”
“I just do, she’s such a BNOC.”
RICE GOGGLES (N.)
Those who wear “Rice goggles” view the 
attractiveness of their peers on a less 
judgmental scale due to the small population 
at Rice. Rice goggles usually kick in within 
the first few months of matriculation and 
can skew one’s perception of beauty and 
personality.
“He would be a 6 in New York, but with Rice 
goggles on, he’s a 9.”

BAGGO (N./ V.)
A bag of wine (usually Franzia) carried around 
at parties. Those who drink from it must kneel 
and then slap the bag when they finish.
“Get on your knees!”
“Why?”
“BAGGO!”

OC (N.)
Off-Campus. Not to be confused with “on 
campus,” which is the assumed default living 
situation for Rice students.
“Are you going to Martel tomorrow?”
“Maybe after the OC party.”
NOD (N.)
Night of Decadence. Wiess’ lingerie-themed 
public thrown at the end of October. The less 
clothing, the better. 
“We HAVE to hit up Victoria’s Secret before 
NOD this weekend.”

SYLLY WEEK (N.)
Syllabus Week, or the first week of classes of a 
semester. A play on “Silly Week,” referencing 
the lack of homework and resulting increase 
in partying and drinking. 
“Pub tonight?”
“Dude, it’s a Monday.”
“Come on, it’s Sylly Week!”
DIS-O (N.)
Dis-orientation. The Saturday of O-Week 
when new students finish orientation and 
upperclassmen move back on campus. 

Characterized by day drinking and an excess 
of food campuswide. Many students’ senses 
are disoriented on Dis-O.
“Can it just be Dis-O already?”
COLLEGE NIGHT (N.)
One day each semester specific to a residential 
college (usually a Friday). Members of the 
college wear matching shirts (corresponding 
to the college night’s theme) and are woken 
up early to music, mimosas and rage cage. 
Classes are still required, but brewskis are 
optional.
“Why were you drunk in PSYC 101 this 
morning?”
“It’s college night!”
PUMPKIN GRADES (N.)
Grades released during the middle of the 
fall semester so freshmen can evaluate their 
performance. Also signifies the time when it 
is socially acceptable for upperclassmen to 
hook up with freshmen.
“That new freshman is so into me.”
“Yeah, but you can’t make a move until 
pumpkin grades.”

PLAY IN A DAY

SEE HOUSE PAGE 9

STUDENT ARTSTUDENT ART

CAMPUS CULTURE

VADA alumnus sets up house

Lovett College freshman Caleb Dukes watches as McMurtry College junior Sierra Beckstrom 
reads a list of accomplishments of King Dunce V. This play, written by Jones College freshman 
Kristie Lynn and directed by Will Rice College junior Will Grimme was one of four, all of which 
were written beginning at 8 p.m. Friday and performed 24 hours later. cloris cai / thresher

       My favorite moment is 
when I walk into Hamman 
Hall at 7 in the morning. 
I think to myself, ‘I have 
absolutely no idea what is 
in store for me today, but 
whatever it is, I’m gonna 
throw my heart and soul 
into it and it’s gonna be 
awesome.’”

Painted walls in the converted studio allude to Denton’s large and colorful “coffin” sculptures.
courtesy max fields

“

Jake Reinhart
COORDINATOR

illustrations by esther tang
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overgrown with cloth pieces and colorful 
collaging.

“The coffin inspires me as a metaphor 
for my artistic process,” Denton said. “In 
[my] process, I accumulate and process 
material. The material is given vibrant 
life energy by being given context; when 
juxtaposed, materials play off each 
other visually, and this interplay creates 
emergent effects.”

The overall effect is that of a paradox – 
coffins, usually associated with death and 
sadness, spring forth with brightness and 
seem to overflow with potential. Denton 
uses this juxtaposition to represent the 
decay of human bodies in coffins and the 
subsequent new life that this decay brings. 

“The material of the decaying body is 
processed and combined in new ways, 
transforming into support for new life 
to emerge,” Denton said. “I’m using the 
coffin form as a frame to emphasize the 
connection this form has to the alchemical, 
digestive force driving my art making.” 

The houses-turned-studios represent 
more than simply space to create art. The 
artists face the physical challenge of no 
air-conditioning in the Houston summer 
heat as well as the mental challenge of 
finding newfound responsibility to self-
direct their artwork. 

“At Rice, most of the logistics of creating 
work were taken care of by others,” 
Denton said. “ At Project Row Houses, the 
responsibility for logistics fell completely 
on the resident artists’ shoulders.”

Denton said her Summer Studios 
experience has encouraged her to continue 
working with wood coffin forms and 
collaging. She said she hopes to work 
further with clothing construction, ink and 
paint, and is looking forward to a break 
before continuing with her artistic career.

The Summer Studios residency has 
concluded, but the exhibitions will be 
open for public viewing until Sept. 16. 
Interested visitors can see Denton’s work 
from Wednesday to Sunday, 12 to 5 p.m. at 
2521 Holman St.

METINEE DING
F0R THE THRESHER

If you’re bored of servery food already, 
you’ve come to the right place. Following 
up our previous article on Houston 
Restaurant Week suggestions, we have a 
few more recommendations for you — try 
them out before the deals end. Houston 
Restaurant Week ends on Sept. 3, so that 
gives you just under a week to eat your 
heart out and save some serious cash at 
these high-end restaurants. 

To recap on the concept of Houston 
Restaurant Week, each restaurant has a set 
menu with a set price — $20 for brunch, $20 
for lunch, and $35 or $45 for dinner. I was 
able to check out the following restaurants, 
and whether you have an anniversary 
coming up or just want to treat yo’ self, 
Houston’s got you covered. Make sure to 
reserve at least a day ahead (or as early as 
possible) just in case, and expect that these 
places are going to be packed. 

XOCHI, CARACOL & HUGO’S
These three powerhouses of 

contemporary Mexican cuisine in Houston 

usually run at around $30 for a main only, 
so while the $45 price tag seems steep, it’s 
actually incredibly reasonable. With three  
full courses (starter, main and dessert), 
you’d be paying upward of $60 a person 
without the restaurant week deal. I’ve dined 
at both Xochi and Caracol, and both were 
excellent dining experiences. The food was 
delicious, well-balanced and creative — and 
definitely easy on the eyes.

TONY’S
A Houston staple that’s been around for 

50 years, Tony’s has been serving Italian 
fine dining to the best and bougiest of 
America — numerous presidents, foreign 
diplomats, even Frank Sinatra. For $45 a 
person, it truly is an experience not to be 
missed. With the cheapest main course at 
$35 for its regular dinner menu, this three-
course menu is definitely a steal. Further 
props for having extra variation in its set 
restaurant week menu, with not three or 
four but eight options to choose from in its 
first and second courses.

BRENNAN’S OF HOUSTON
For those with a penchant for Southern 

cuisine, Brennan’s serves up an elegant and 
warm menu for HRW. According to their 
website, Brennan’s has an “overwhelming 
passion for food and hospitality,” serving 
up Creole classics like snapping turtle 
soup and beignets with a refined twist. 
Since their website does not offer pricing 
for individual items, I was unable to make 
calculations for savings — but I think we 
can all assume that no listed prices means 
the actual prices are high enough to make 
this $45 three-course dinner a definite bang 
for your buck. 

FIG & OLIVE
The only newcomer to Houston on the 

list, Fig & Olive is an upscale Mediterranean 
restaurant with several locations around 
the U.S. Joining the spate of newcomers in 
the Galleria (hey, Nobu), the menu includes 
items like heirloom tomato gazpacho (full 
disclosure, this soup is supposed to be 
cold, don’t be surprised when you order 
it) and Moroccan free-range chicken. At 
$35 per person for dinner, when an entree 
alone would usually set you back at least 
$26, this is our final recommendation to 
check out.

HOUSE FROM PAGE 8 FOOD

Houston Restaurant Week Update: Fine Dining for Less

From left to right: Callo en escabeche verde (dinner) at Xochi, pato con huitlacoche and lomo de res (dinner) at Caracol, pansoti (lunch) at Tony’s

Interested in learning to DJ for a city-wide audience? 
Go to ktru.org/apply to sign up for Fall Semester 2018. 

No experience necessary!

metinee ding / thresher
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ERIC BARBER
THRESHER STAFF   

In his opening statement to reporters after 
Rice’s 31-28 victory over Prairie View A&M 
University, head football coach Mike Bloomgren 
released a sigh of relief. The game wasn’t 
a blowout, but Bloomgren began his head 
coaching career with a victory in a wild back-
and-forth affair thanks to a last-second game-
winning field goal by senior kicker Jack Fox.

“It’s good to get a W,” Bloomgren said. “It’s 
good to find a way. It’s good to do the things 
that we talk about and have a total team win.”

Early in the game, the Owls raced out to 
a big lead. Rice’s first offensive possession 
lasted nearly eight minutes, as the team 
drove 86 yards for a touchdown. The 
Owls established a power running game, 
reminiscent of Bloomgren’s ground-and-
pound offenses at Stanford University, 
with a running back combination of junior 
Emmanuel Esukpa and senior Austin Walter.

Rice scored again in the first quarter on 
its second drive, this time on a touchdown 
run from Esukpa. Following a failed fake 
extra point that resulted in an incomplete 
pass by Fox, the Owls led 13-0 — a lead 

they maintained through the rest of the 
first quarter. Bloomgren said this was all 
according to plan.

“I mean from day one we’ve talked about 
pounding the rock and controlling the clock,” 
Bloomgren said.

Going into the game, Bloomgren made 
it known that he would be playing two 
quarterbacks: graduate transfer Shawn 
Stankavage and junior Jackson Tyner. The 
two shared playing time in the first half.

The Owls were able to tack on a field 
goal early in the second quarter to make it a 
16-point game, but after that score, the offense 
stagnated and the defense struggled. Prairie 
View scored three unanswered touchdowns 
to end the half.

Stankavage started the third quarter and 
did not leave the game after that. Even though 
neither quarterback threw for more than 50 
yards, according to Bloomgren, Stankavage 
helped provide the Owls with points, so 
Bloomgren stuck with him.

“He was more productive,” Bloomgren 
said. “His two drives in the first half ended 
in touchdowns. I just went with the feel and 
sometimes that’s what you do.”

 However, the Panthers’ momentum 

continued 
into the 

second half. 
They scored 

the only points 
of the third quarter, 

extending the score to 
28-19 in their favor.

Fox, who plays both 
punter and kicker, was able 

to keep Rice in the game with 
his well-placed punts. In the third 

quarter alone, Fox hit three punts 
that pinned the Panthers inside their 

own 7-yard line or closer. Fox said his 
success was largely due to good fortune.

“The punts inside the 10 and five 
[yard lines], like you just have to get really 
lucky,” Fox said. “So I think luck was on 
our side tonight. I also think [special teams 
coordinator] coach [Pete] Lembo called a 
really good game special teams wise.”

Bloomgren, on the other hand, did not 
downplay Fox’s performance.

“I guess the only knock I got against [Fox] 
right now is he didn’t complete his pass 
attempt [on the failed two-point conversion],” 
Bloomgren said. “So he’s not a Heisman 
candidate, but he sure is a Ray Guy [award 
for the nation’s best punter] candidate and 
anything else to do with his leg.”

Though the Owls went into the fourth 
quarter down nine points, Esukpa said 
the team knew that they could close the 
gap. According to him, it started with the 
team’s mindset.

“We’ve been through so much, and this 
type of adversity is just something that’s 
easily overcomable,” Esukpa said.

On Prairie View’s first drive of the final 
quarter, Rice’s defense made a play that 
changed the game. Sophomore defensive 
end Anthony Ekpe sacked and stripped the 
ball from Prairie View’s quarterback, and 
the Owls recovered on the Panther 25-yard 
line. The first turnover of the game for either 
team led to a touchdown run from Walter that 
brought the Owls within two points.

On the very next possession, junior 
defensive tackle Roe Wilkins forced another 
Panther turnover, again sacking and 
stripping the quarterback. This time, Prairie 
View retained possession, but with the 
Panthers set to punt, a bad snap forced the 
Prairie View punter to take a safety, tying the 
game at 28.

The Owls could not do much with their 
next possession, but Fox once again pinned 
the opponents, this time on the 2-yard line. 
The punt likely would not have pinned the 
Panthers so deep without Rice converting a 
fourth down earlier in the drive that helped 
the Owls advance into opponent territory. 
Prairie View did not generate any offense 
from there and punted as well. Bloomgren 
said he talked to his offensive coordinator 
Jerry Mack about the decision to go for it on 
fourth down.

“It’s the point in the game where it would 
be a very different conversation right now if 
we hadn’t got [the fourth down conversion],” 
Bloomgren said. “[Mack] said, ‘I think we go 
for it.’”

Rice got the football back with just over 
four minutes left in the game, and the Owls 
did not give the ball back. Rice ran the clock 
down to two seconds, took a time-out, and 
Fox came on and sent the kick right through 
the middle of the uprights. Game over.

The student section was almost full for 
the opening game of the season. After the 
victory, the players went over to the section 
and celebrated with their fellow classmates. 
Esukpa said he had a message for the 
students that came out to the game.

“I want to say thank you for coming out,” 
Esukpa said. “Hopefully y’all come next 
week. That’s big. Just seeing the fans after a 
walk off field goal, that’s the best feeling in 
the world.”

Bloomgren said he was happy to get the 
first win under his belt and establish his 
brand of football.

 “I’m really glad that our culture showed 
through tonight and our guys fought forever,” 
Bloomgren said.  

Rice’s next game comes against the 
University of Houston in the Bayou 
Bucket rivalry game on Saturday at 11 
a.m. at Rice Stadium. 

BLOOMGREN 
ERA  

VICTORY
WILD

Redshirt junior running back Emmanuel Esukpa runs up the middle for a gain during Rice’s 31-28 
victory over Prairie View A&M University on Saturday. Esukpa formed the backbone of the Owls’ 
offensive attack, carrying the ball 32 times for 173 yards and a touchdown. Senior kicker Jack Fox 
knocked a 23-yard field goal through the uprights as time expired to give the Owls the win.

martin zhang / thresher

BEGINS  
WITH A

I mean from day one 
we’ve talked about 
pounding the rock and 
controlling the clock.

 Mike Bloomgren
Head Football Coach

Q& : Bayou Bucket joint preview  
RICE THRESHER & DAILY COUGARA

             CHIO:
Winning the 
trophy is 

definitely a point of pride for 
the team. At Media Day on Aug. 
1 and throughout spring camp, 
Applewhite has been mentioning 
the Bucket as a serious goal. For a 
school that claims to be a leader in 
a “Power 6” conference, a loss to 
a bottom-half C-USA team would 
be embarrassing. Not losing is as 
important as winning the game.
Fan-wise, older alumni take it 
more seriously than younger 
alumni and current students, 
which likely stems from the days 
when differences between the 
campuses were more prominent. 
Those tensions still exist to an 
extent, but are not nearly where 
they used to be.

This Saturday, Rice football 
will take on the University 
of Houston in the 42nd 
edition of the Bayou Bucket. 
UH, led by junior defensive 
tackle Ed Oliver, will come 
into Rice Stadium riding a 
four-game win streak in the 
rivalry. Rice will hope to 
improve on its 11-30 record 
against the Cougars. To 
help preview Saturday’s 
showdown, Thresher editor-
in-chief Andrew Grottkau 
spoke with Andres Chio, 
the sports editor of UH’s 
student newspaper, the 
Daily Cougar.

SEE MORE AT 
ricethresher.org

Bayou Bucket Q&A
Read the full conversation between 
editor-in-chief Andrew Grottkau 
and UH’s sports editor Andres Chio.
See more at ricethresher.org

Soccer Recap
The Owls split a pair of games 
over the weekend, losing to SMU 
but beating Texas A&M - Corpus. 
Read online at ricethresher.org

Oliver is the 
heart and soul of 

the team. He impacts games by 
forcing double- and even triple-
team blocking from opponents, 
which opens a lot of space for the 
rest of the defensive line. 
This is where TCU transfer Isaiah 
Chambers steps in. The 4-star 
recruit returned home last 
offseason and was a menace in 
the spring red-white game. If 
Rice focuses too much on Oliver, 
Chambers will tear through and 
get to the quarterback.

             CHIO:

 Ed Oliver is 
being touted as a 

potential No. 1 NFL Draft pick and 
Heisman finalist (as a defensive 
tackle!). As someone who has 
watched him closely the past 
couple of years, how vital is he to 
the Cougars’ defense? How does 
he impact games?

             GROTTKAU:
Rice’s path to success is 
through the air with quick 
passes. The Houston pass 
defense was awful last season 
— 119th in the nation to be 
exact — and while there were a 
few high profile transfers to the 
secondary, I will believe that 
the pass defense is better only 
when I see it.

Outside of 
Ed Oliver, QB 

D’Eriq King returns as Hous-
ton’s leading passer, rusher 
and receiver. What does the 
Rice defense have to do to 
contain a mobile quarterback 
like King?

             GROTTKAU:

The Owls 
need to stay 

disciplined and can’t get caught 
overcommitting to the run. 
King will fit perfectly into 

CHIO:

offensive coordinator Kendal 
Briles’ offense, which uses a 
lot of play action, run options 
and run-pass options but also 
isn’t afraid to take shots deep 
downfield. Keeping King and 
running backs from picking up 
yardage early is important since 
an offense has a lot of freedom 
to call whatever play it wants in 
second-and-short situations.
If Houston gets the run going 
and Rice starts edging forward 
too much in anticipation of the 
run, Briles will call for a deep 
pass to burn the secondary.

The Bayou Bucket 
is hyped as a 

rivalry game. But Rice hasn’t 
won the trophy since 2010, and 
Houston leads the all-time series 
30-11. How much does the Bayou 
Bucket rivalry truly mean to the 

             GROTTKAU:

Cougars? Is holding the trophy a 
point of pride for the team?
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Texas law says collision repair  
is up to you.  

Tell the tow truck driver:  
“Direct to Demo’s.”

Our Mechanical Service  
Lowers Car Costs

Fine tuning means better gas mileage.
Alignment & rotation increases tire life.

Scheduled maintenance reduces  
engine wear.Free shuttle to home or office.* 

*Some geographic restrictions apply.

Don’t Let Anyone  
Monkey with Your Car!

We’ll Make It Look Like New...Fast! 

Demo Jr.
Since 1988

Costa
Since 1980

Demo
Since 1964

Demo’s Automotive Center
2438 Tangley at Kelvin in Rice Village

713-526-3781

VOLLEYBALL 
TAKES TWO 
OF THREE
MICHAEL BYRNES
SPORTS EDITOR  

Despite a Saturday setback, it was 
a mostly successful season-opening 
weekend at the Red Raider Classic 
for Rice’s volleyball team. The Owls 
took two out of three matches in their 
tournament slate, handily dispatching 
the University of North Dakota and 
Northwestern State University on 
Friday before dropping the final match 
to Texas Tech University on Saturday. 

The Owls started their first match 
neck and neck with the North Dakota 
squad, finally breaking free on a 5-2 
run to close the first set after a deadlock 
at 20 apiece. They then took two of 
the final three sets behind a standout 
performance from sophomore outside 
hitter Nicole Lennon, who finished the 
match with a team-high 21 kills. Head 
coach Genny Volpe said although the 
team’s concentration was key in the 
win, there was room for improvement.

“I would say something that [the 
team] did really well was they came 
out very focused, [with] lots of energy,” 
Volpe said. “But honestly, the first match 
was kind of ugly for both teams. It was 
more like we just fought through some of 
the ugly play —  I think it was first match 
nerves; both teams [were] anxious and 
hadn’t seen each other play.”

The second match of the weekend saw 
the Owls put together a more cohesive 
performance against Northwestern 
State, sweeping the Lady Demons in 
three straight sets. Lennon again led 
the offensive attack with 13 kills, and 
junior middle blocker Grace Morgan 
tacked on 11 kills on just 18 attacks. 
Both freshman setter Carly Graham 
and junior setter Adria Martinez added 
on double-digit assist totals to lead the 
Owls to a quick victory. Volpe said she 
was particularly happy with the team’s 
offensive flow. 

“I was really pleased with our serve-
receive passing,” Volpe said. “It was on 
point, so we were able to run a balanced 
offense, [and] our passers did a solid 
job of getting the ball up to our setters. 
That was a very clean offensive match 
for us.” 

Saturday’s match against Texas Tech 
began much the same way that the 
previous matchup had ended, as the 
Owls used a strong offensive attack to 
hand the Red Raiders a 2-0 set deficit. 
But this time, Rice was unable to hold 
the lead, dropping the final three sets 
of the match as the offense cratered. 
In two of the final three sets, the Owls 
were held to a hitting percentage of 
zero, meaning they tallied just as many 
errors as they did kills. According to 
Volpe, the breakdown stemmed from a 
lack of in-game corrections.

“We didn’t really counter [Texas 
Tech’s] adjustments,” Volpe said. “Our 
offense suffered a little bit; [Texas Tech] 
started blocking the ball well, and I 
think our hitters got frustrated with the 
fact that they were taking away [our] 
shots at the net, so we started making 
some errors. But up until the third set, 
our team was playing as well as I’ve 
seen them play.”

The Owls now look to this 
weekend’s Adidas Rice Invitational 
at Tudor Fieldhouse. They will play 
three matches during the tournament, 
beginning with Friday’s against the 
University of South Carolina at 6:30 p.m. 
This will be followed by two matches on 
Saturday, at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m., against 
Liberty University and Houston Baptist 
University, respectively.

“I’m looking forward to winning 
all the games, and being able to crush 
some teams at home,” Morgan said. 
“Hopefully we have a good crowd to 
come watch.” 

MADISON BUZZARD
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR   

Rice’s Intramural Sports program will 
introduce scheduling changes in the fall 2018 
semester, primarily affecting students who 
play college flag football and outdoor soccer.

As a result of changes recommended 
by Rice University Assistant Director for 
Competitive Sports Chris Watkins, college 
coed flag football and college men’s flag 
football will now be played during the fall 
semester instead of the spring semester. 
These sports will join college freshman flag 
football and Powderpuff during the fall, and 
Powderpuff and college coed flag football 
will now play on an alternating weekend 
schedule. In addition, all outdoor soccer has 
been moved to the spring to accommodate 
changes in the flag football schedule. 
According to Watkins, bi-weekly games will 
make it easier for women who want to play 
both coed flag and Powderpuff.

“We actually came up with the schedule 
with the Powderpuff coordinators,” Watkins 
said. “When they thought of the idea to make 
coed flag and Powderpuff games on separate 
weekends, we thought it was a great idea.”

Tim Nonet, a Brown College senior, said 

he met with Watkins to express his concerns 
about the schedule changes. He said he 
prefers the old schedule, in which most sports 
were offered during both semesters. 

“I think that if you don’t play soccer in 
the fall, then less people are going to play in 
the spring — there’s less talk about it; it’s not 
a routine,” Nonet said. “[I prefer] having the 
sports year-round, at a [commitment] level 
where you’re happy to play.”

Nonet also said he was dissatisfied 
with the intramural department’s lack of 
communication with students about the 
schedule changes. 

“It’s kind of obnoxious that they didn’t ask 
for more input from students,” Nonet said. 
“And when the student input was asked for, 
they kind of ignored it.”

Quinn Mathews, a McMurtry College 
senior, said she believes the changes will 
create more conflict over fields. One result 
is that all four flag football leagues will now 
play on the same field, which will complicate 
scheduling and rescheduling games, 
according to Mathews.

“You can see [the change] already affecting 
schedules,” Mathews said. “We are only 
playing five regular season games and one 
preseason for Powderpuff instead of seven 
regular season and one short preseason game 
like we did last year.”

According to Taylor Scott, a Baker College 
junior, it will be difficult for students to play 
both Powderpuff and coed flag despite the 
alternating schedule.

“I’m personally not a huge fan of the 
change,” Scott said. “Along with playing 
quarterback for Baker’s Powderpuff team, 
I usually like to play coed flag as well. With 
both Powderpuff and coed seasons in the fall, 
I don’t think I’ll be able to commit the time I 

would like to both teams. I also won’t have the 
chance in the spring to work on my skills in 
live gameplay.”

The number of intramural sports 
offered now is greater than last year, 
according to Watkins. New additions 
include a three-on-three basketball league 
and a four-on-four flag football league, 
both of which will be offered during the 
spring semester.

Watkins also expressed interest in adding 
new sports to Rice intramurals.

“We are always open to listening to student 
feedback,” Watkins said. “We love to answer 
any questions you might have. I have heard a 
lot of students who want spikeball. We might 
even consider adding pickleball.”

Students can go to imleagues.com/spa/
member/player to sign up to play in intramural 
sports. Registration windows are currently 
open for sand volleyball, badminton, cross 
country, coed flag football, freshman flag 
football, men’s flag football, inner tube water 
polo and ultimate frisbee.

It’s kind of obnoxious that 
they didn’t ask for more 
input from students.

 Tim Nonet
Brown College Senior

Students voice concerns about IM changes
FLAG FOOTBALL MOVED TO FALL, OUTDOOR SOCCER TO SPRING IN SCHEDULE SHIFT

CHANGES TO IM SPORTS
FLAG FOOTBALL

OUTDOOR SOCCER

All college flag football will now 
be played in the fall, including 
powderpuff.

All college outdoor soccer will be 
played in the spring to accommo-
date for changes in flag football.
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to jobs@testmasters.com.

RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle 
&High School Math, Natural & Social Sci-
ence, Foreign Language, Humanities, and 
SAT/ACT prep. reliable transportation re-
quired. Pay is based upon a variety of fac-
tors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
sume to sri.iyengar@sriacademicservices.
com

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Shannon Klein
Business Director

thresher-ads@rice.edu 
P.O. Box 1892

Houston, TX 77005-1892
(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire written by Simona Matovic and designed by Areli Navarro Magallón, who almost went blind in the making of this week’s issue. For comments or questions, email sem11@rice.edu.
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