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The newest class of Rice Owls, the 
most selective class in Rice’s history thus 
far, marched through the Sallyport to 
complete their matriculation last week. 
With an admission rate of 11 percent, the 
undergraduate class of 2022 was selected 
from an applicant pool that exceeded 20,000 
students for the first time in Rice’s history.  

Vice President for Enrollment Yvonne 
Romero da Silva said the increased selectivity 
is a result of Rice’s growing visibility.

“Rice remains an incredibly appealing 
institution,” Romero da Silva said. “I think 
we are just seeing an increasing awareness 
of the Rice experience and undergraduate 
education and what it offers to students. It 

was great to see these increases across the 
entire applicant pool including all schools, 
domestically and internationally, and across 
socio-economic backgrounds.”

Applications to Rice surged by 16 percent, 
resulting in a record number of 20,923 
applications for the class of 2022 versus 18,063 
applications for the class of 2021. This surge, 
combined with the smaller target class size 
to compensate for the unexpectedly large 
matriculating class of 1,048 students last year 
resulted in extremely competitive admissions, 
according to Romero da Silva. 

With the target class size set at 945, only 
2,328 students were given offers of admission 
with 962 matriculating, compared to 2,864 
students admitted to the class of 2021. 
Additionally, a greater number of students 
were admitted in Early Decision than the 

previous year, resulting in a more competitive 
Regular Decision stage. 

The increase in applicants, according 
to Romero da Silva, may also be a result of 
changing SAT subject tests from a requirement 
to only a recommendation last year. Romero 
da Silva said that there were also increases 
in applicants through both QuestBridge and 
the Coalition for Access, Affordability and 
Success program, which Rice joined for the 
previous admissions cycle. The Coalition for 
Access, Affordability and Success aims to 
increase application access for historically 
underrepresented groups. 

Moreover, this year’s matriculating 
class yield rate, the percentage of admitted 
students who enroll, reached 41 percent, 
notably higher than the yield rates of the 
past five years, which ranged from 34 to 38 

percent. Romero da Silva said she aims to 
identify students who “get Rice” based on 
their application and are more likely to enroll 
if admitted. 

“When I am reading an application, I want 
to hear a student talk about why the Rice 
experience is meaningful to them,” Romero 
da Silva said. “At the end of the day we want 
students who will say ‘yes’ if admitted.”

Akin Bruce, former director of the Student 
Admissions Council that manages on-campus 
recruitment events, said that increased 
applicant interest may be a result of Rice’s 
recent rise in national rankings. 

“We’re becoming more popular in general, 
so more people know about us and as a result 
find out that we’re actually a pretty good 
school,” Bruce, a Lovett College senior said. 

Rice’s Most Selective Class Matriculates

SEE ADMISSIONS PAGE 2
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“The admissions office has actually been 
trying to figure out how to deal with too 
many students for our admitted students 
days.”

Lila Greiner, a Will Rice College 
freshman, said she found out about Rice in 
December of her senior year and applied on 
a whim. 

“[A college counselor] suggested Rice, 
which I didn’t know anything about, but 
I decided to apply because on paper the 
academics looked amazing and I like 
warmer weather,” Greiner, who is from 
Alexandria, Virginia, said.

Statistics provided by the Office of 
Enrollment included the prospective 
division of study indicated: 31 percent 
engineering, 32 percent natural sciences, 
24 percent social sciences, 8 percent 
humanities and 2 percent for both 
architecture and music. The freshman class 

is composed of 12 percent international 
students and 12 percent first-generation 
college students.

Despite the surge in applications and 
matriculants, Vice President for Enrollment 
Yvonne Romero da Silva said the offices of 
admission and enrollment were equipped 
to evaluate all 20,923 applicants using the 
new committee-based evaluation method 
she brought to Rice.

According to Romero da Silva, 
committee-based evaluation allows 
multiple admissions officers to read an 
application simultaneously and take notes, 
as opposed to the prior method where a 
single admissions officer summarized an 
application on a scorecard and the rest 
of the committee never saw the original 
application.

Now all 20 members of an admissions 
committee should be able to view any part 
of the application at the same time and 
discuss factors of the application in greater 

depth, such as the strengths and contexts 
of different components like teacher 
recommendations and essays, according to 
Romero da Silva. 

“It is a more dynamic evaluation 
experience than just an admission officer 
sitting with an application taking notes,” 
Romero da Silva said.

In the recent months, the Office of 
Enrollment has made changes including 
redesigning the admissions website, 
appointing Julie Hite as the new assistant 
vice president and director of admission 
and creating a new team solely dedicated 
to creative marketing strategies, according 
to Romero da Silva. 

“Brochures used to be the only 
way students got information about a 
university,” Romero da Silva said. “We 
need to find better marketing tools to get 
information to students in ways that may 
feel more organic and genuine. It’s our 
responsibility that students who are good 

candidates for Rice are learning about it.” 
Romero da Silva said analytical 

research revealed that there is still 
progress to be made in expanding Rice 
outreach efforts to specific areas and 
demographic populations where there is 
limited awareness of Rice’s undergraduate 
programs. 

“We found that people who haven’t been 
to Rice have a very stagnant impression, 
and once they visit, their impression 
almost quadruples,” Romero da Silva said. 
“We might be smaller and newer than 
other places, but what we have here is truly 
remarkable and we think more people need 
to know that.”

Greiner agreed that visiting campus for 
admit day and interacting with students 
and faculty “sealed the deal.”

“Throughout the day I noticed myself 
smiling more and more, and when my dad 
and I left the last speech I told him I knew I 
wanted to come here,” Greiner said.

Record number of applications leads to lowest admit rate
ADMISSIONS FROM PAGE 1

CLASS OF 2022
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we’re hiring.
ricethresher.org/page/join-us

thresher@rice.edu

Join the Thresher staff and help 
create Rice’s award-winning 
student newspaper.

We are the oldest student 
organization on campus, and are 
entirely student-run. 

We have paid positions open in:
• Journalism
• Design
• Photography & Video
• Illustration
• Business & Advertising

PRINCETON REVIEW RANKS 
THE RICE THRESHER AS THIRD 
BEST COLLEGE NEWSPAPER

ELLIOT STAHR
ASST. NEWS EDITOR  

Students at Jones College and Lovett 
College overcrowded after fewer students 
than expected “melted” off from the 
incoming Class of 2022 over the summer. 
Last year, 40 students overcrowded at 
colleges across campus to make room for 
the larger-than-expected incoming class.

At the end of July, the number of 
students in need of housing exceeded 
available beds by four students, with 
Jones over by three students and Lovett 
over by only one, according to Dean of 
Undergraduates Bridget Gorman. 

“It was nothing compared to last 
year,” Gorman said. “If we would have 
just kept waiting we would have actually 
been fine, but we got to the point where 
we were no longer comfortable just 
waiting and hoping that we would.”

Residential colleges conduct room 
draws before the office of admission 
receives data on the enrolling new 
students, so Housing and Dining 
estimates how many beds need to 
be reserved based on target size. 
Occasionally, too many or too few of 
them are left empty. 

Vice President for Enrollment Yvonne 
Romero da Silva said if students had 
“melted” off in the same numbers that 
they normally did in the past five years, 
she would have hit the target class size. 

Summer Melt, according to Romero 
da Silva, is a phenomenon in college 
admissions where students who had 
previously committed to attending the 
fall semester at a university later opt out 
of attending due to waitlist offers, gap 
years or various other reasons. 

The number of students who melted 
off this year, 25 students, was unusually 
low when compared to the recent five-
year average of 45 students, Romero da 
Silva said. 

“We lost significantly fewer students 
than we typically melt in a given year,” 
Romero da Silva said. “They just kept 

holding on.”
According to Romero da Silva, the 

typical target size for incoming classes is 
around 955 students. However, last year, 
the class of ‘21 enrolled about a hundred 
students over the typical target size with 
a class size of 1,048, according to Rice’s 
admission statistics webpage. 

The target for the class of ‘22 was 
around 945 students to accommodate the 
large sophomore class. The actual size 
of the class of ‘22 was 962 students as of 
Aug. 14, according to statistics shared by 
the Office of Enrollment. 

On July 31, students at Jones College 
were offered a 50 percent reduction 
in campus housing costs in exchange 
for overcrowding to create a triple in a 
double room or a double in a single room 
and freeing up rooms for new students as 
a result. 

Jones College Coordinator Michelle 
Bennack said students overcrowded one 
room and two new students were moved 
to another college in order to equalize 
the beds needed at Jones. Students 
overcrowded one room at Lovett, 
according to Gorman. 

Romero da Silva said her colleagues 
were satisfied with the incoming class.

“I think people are by and large really 
happy with this class, and at least in my 
circles, people aren’t necessarily talking 
about the freshman class as being 
grossly oversubscribed,” Romero da 
Silva said. “Everyone seemed happy with 
who they got. I am certainly proud of this 
incredible freshman class.”

According to Gorman, colleges froze 
their waitlists for on-campus housing for 
the summer until all new students were 
placed in a room, and all new students 
were matched with beds by Aug. 3. 

“We guarantee housing for new first 
year students, and so we have to honor 
that,” Gorman said. 

Romero da Silva said the strain on 
campus housing for students will likely 
be a problem for the class of ‘21 every 
year due to its large size. Last year, 
Housing and Dining offered free housing 
during the fall semester for those who 
overcrowded after not enough beds were 
freed up after the original offer of $2,000 
off room costs.

Gorman said she doesn’t think there 
will be a struggle to find space for the 
class based on her experience observing 
the larger-than-expected incoming class 
as a magister at Will Rice College in 2011. 

“Any time this has happened before, 
including last summer [and] 2011, we 
have found a way to make it work, and 
come move-in day, all first year students 
have beds,” Gorman said. 

Lack of “Summer Melt” leads to minor overcrowding at Jones and Lovett

Any time this has 
happened before, 
including last summer 
[and] 2011, we have 
found a way to make it 
work. 

Bridget Gorman
DEAN OF UNDERGRADUATES

This year’s number of new students “melting off” dropped from 
the recent five year average. 1 popsicle = 1 student.

infographic by marlena fleck
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The City of Houston responded to letters 
of concern regarding bike safety near 
Rice’s  campus, raising uncertainty over 
the future of improvements for cyclists.

Both letters, from the Graduate Student 
Association and President David Leebron, 
pointed to Entrance 20 at the intersection 
of Rice Boulevard and Kent Street as 
particularly concerning.

Leebron sent a letter to Mayor Sylvester 
Turner and City Council Member Ellen 
Cohen on July 23 asking the City of Houston 
to assist the university in implementing 
several traffic improvements in the 
surrounding area. 

The requested improvements include 
installing a traffic light and highly visible 
crosswalks at Entrance 20, which Leebron 
said Rice is willing to fully fund, as well 
as expediting improvements for the 
intersection at Main Street and Sunset 

Boulevard and redesigning the intersection 
of Sunset and Rice to a roundabout design.

“The most exciting part is that Rice 
offered to pay for a major overhaul of 
[Entrance 20] which could be as much as 
$250K if a traffic light is chosen,” Mary 
Natoli, a graduate student and president of 
Rice University Cycling and Triathlon, said. 

However, the City of Houston’s 
response, sent on Aug. 8, did not address 
Leebron’s offer of funding.

The letter Natoli and Graduate 
Student Association President Jason 
Guo sent to Turner on July 6 asked for 
safety improvements at intersections 
they identified as dangerous: Entrance 
20, Holman Street and Hawthorne 
Street, Morningside Drive and Holcombe 
Boulevard, and Kirby Drive and 
McClendon Street. 

Director of Transportation and Drainage 
Operations Jeffrey Weatherford wrote in 
response to Natoli and Guo that Entrance 
20 is not in the city’s list of the top 10 

dangerous intersections, but “if funding 
becomes available, [HPW] would certainly 
consider [the] proposed improvements.”

Safety implementations for various 
other locations, such as the intersection 
at Kirby Drive and McClendon Street, 
are either low on HPW’s priority list 
or lack available funding, according 
to Weatherford. HPW is studying the 
intersection at Holman Street and and 
Hawthorne Street and Weatherford said 
recommendations to enhance safety 
should be available in the next six to 
eight months.

According to Director of University 
Relations Greg Marshall, Houston 
Public Works, METRO and multiple area 
stakeholders including Rice have also been 
involved in meetings for several months to 
address needed safety improvements at 
the intersections of Sunset and Fannin and 
Sunset and Main, where two members of 
the Rice community have been killed while 
bicycling in the past two years. 

“There was talk at one recent meeting 
of possibly executing an interlocal 
agreement, whereby METRO could pay for 
some of the changes but the city would 
handle construction; it was believed that 
this could shorten the construction time 
frame,” Marshall said.

Marshall said he could not speak for the 
city on whether that interlocal agreement 
is going to happen, nor what the timeline 
for construction might be. 

In May, Rice’s Mobility Safety 
Committee submitted a document to 
Vice President for Administration Kevin 
Kirby containing recommendations for 
improving bike safety on campus such as 
developing a counterflow bike lane on the 
inner loop and a two-way bike and board 
path through campus between Brochstein  
Pavilion and Fondren Library. 

Richard Johnson, the chair of the 
MSC, said Kirby is preparing an update 
for the campus community including a 
description of specific measures that will 
be implemented shortly, others that will be 
examined more thoroughly and the status 
of conversations with the City of Houston 
and others about mobility safety along the 
campus perimeter.

“Many of the recommendations have 
been assigned to specific departments at 
Rice for implementation or further action,” 
Johnson said. 

Beginning in June, Student Association 
President Ariana Engles worked with 
Natoli, Guo and GSA officer Jordan Metts 
to produce a video on bike safety that was 
shown at Graduate Student Orientation 
and the first SA senate of the school year. 
According to Engles, Rice’s Entrance 20 is 
graduate students’ greatest concern, and 
having a streetlight put up is their number 
one priority. 

“My personal hope and goal is that the 
city council will really start to hear student 
voices and, hopefully, we want a traffic 
light at Kent and Rice, at Entrance 20,” 
Engles, a Lovett College junior, said. 

MSC members have suggested several 
safety improvements that the university 
could implement immediately and 
cheaply, such as restricting the directions 
that vehicles can exit campus to right-
turn only, but nothing has been done yet, 
according to Natoli. 

“Rice has taken these important steps, 
including contacting the city and offering 
to pay for things, and I think this is great 
and I acknowledge that many of the 
concerns will require cooperation with the 
City, which is always a long and arduous 
process,” Natoli said. “However, I still 
think that Rice should do what they can in 
the meantime.”

Rice interfaces with City of Houston to improve transit safety
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Students earning a course grade of A+ 
will receive a grade point value of only 4.0 
starting this semester, rather than 4.33 as 
in years past. The change comes after a 
motion passed by the faculty senate on a 
12-9 decision in March 2014 to account for 
grade inequity and inflation.

Average GPAs have been steadily 
increasing for over a decade, with the 
average semester GPA for undergraduates 
reaching a peak of 3.609 last semester, 
according to data obtained from the Office 
of the Registrar. 

Between Fall 2004 and Spring 2018, 
average GPA rose by 0.175, increasing every 
semester since Fall 2013.

While average GPAs have continued 
to increase, the variation among 
undergraduate GPAs has decreased. This 
trend is indicated by a decrease in the 
standard deviation of undergraduate 
GPAs from a peak of 0.612 in Spring 2012 to 
0.532 last semester. 

The 2014 decision was reached 
following a grade inflation investigation 
conducted by a working group created by 
the 2012-2013 faculty senate. The working 
group was made up of eight faculty and 
staff members and one Student Association 
representative, according to Jane Grande-
Allen, one of the co-chairs.

According to Grande-Allen, the decision 
was primarily motivated by inequity in the 
assignment of A+ grades and how students 
reacted to such an imbalance.

“This imbalance had many 
consequences, such as students choosing 
majors, courses or professors based 
on grading trends instead of their own 

merits,” Grande-Allen said. “And faculty 
would occasionally be told by students, ‘I 
need to get an A+ in this course or you will 
ruin my GPA.’”

Furthermore, the senate was concerned 
by how A+ grades affected Latin honors at 
graduation, according to Grande-Allen.

“The A+ imbalance also affected the 
Latin honors a lot,” Grande-Allen said, 
“so much so that the faculty senate the 
previous year had chosen to base selection 
for Latin honors on GPAs within each 
school as opposed to all across Rice, as it 
had been done before that change.”

The working group spent two years 
compiling and analyzing data on 
undergraduate GPAs before publishing 
its final report in March 2014. The report 
showed a high degree of variation in 
grading practices across schools, majors 
and even different sections of the same 
course, according to Grande-Allen.

“We looked at MATH 101 and PSYC 
101 as examples of courses with many 
sections,” Grande-Allen said. “The 
variation in percentage of A grades often 
ranged from [approximately] 20% to 75% 
from year to year and sometimes within 
a single year depending on who was 
teaching the section.”

In its final report, the working group 
recommended three motions to the 
faculty senate for approval: mandating 
faculty-wide discussions within academic 
programs about grading practices at least 
every 5 years, reducing the value of an A+ 
from 4.33 to 4.0 and requiring promotion 
and tenure abstracts to include additional 
evidence beyond student ratings, such 
as teaching observations or syllabi, 
assignments and exams. 

While all three motions were 

approved in March of 2014, the motion 
on A+ grades is the last to go into effect. 
According to faculty senate minutes, 
the implementation of this change was 
postponed for four years so that all 
students who would be affected by the 
change would be notified about it prior to 
their arrival at Rice.

The working group’s decision also 
incorporated other factors, such as the 
grading procedures of other schools in 
Rice’s peer group. The report identified 
five schools including Columbia University 
and Cornell University that weighed an A+ 
as over a 4.0, while nine schools including 

Princeton University, Dartmouth College 
and Duke University awarded the A+ 
grade but weighted it as a 4.0. Harvard 
University, Yale University and Trinity 
University were among the 14 schools 
listed as not awarding the A+ grade.

“We looked at practices at peer 
institutions and this was a common 
practice,” Evan Siemann, the other co-
chair of the working group, said. “There 
were other potential changes that were 
brought to the Senate for consideration 
after consultation with faculty, staff and 
students and this particular one was well 
received.”

A+ grade point value reduction goes into effect to counter grade inflation 

infographic by sydney garrett and marlena fleck
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heardAR UNDcampus

CLOSE CALLS

YOU KNOW THE DRILL
‘Seize your opportunities, explore and pursue your passions, 
don’t do stupid stuff, get to know your classmates, you can 
change the world – welcome to Rice University.’
Leebron delivers the matriculation speech to the Class of 2022.

‘Truth be told, every year there’s always a very small proportion 
of students whose original assignment was a different college. 
But fates intervene!’
Gorman discusses rearranging new students’ colleges in response to overcrowding.

infographic by sydney garrett

David Leebron
President

Bridget Gorman
Dean of Undergraduates

In response to criticism of last year’s 
programming during Orientation Week, 
the Title IX office phased out the “Tea 
and Consent” video, which used giving 
someone a cup of tea as a metaphor for 
performing sexual acts with them.

According to Allison Vogt, director 
of sexual violence prevention and Title 
IX support, the Title IX office is now 
showing New York University’s “Let’s 
Talk About Consent” video during the 
SAFE @ Rice programming instead. 

“We are no longer showing Consent 
as Tea because we heard from some 
students that they felt that the video 
makes light of sexual assault,” 
Vogt said. “We felt the NYU video 
encapsulated our messaging about 
consent – that students should be 
looking towards having safe, healthy 

sexual relationships and not be looking 
towards the line of where the encounter 
would become non-consensual.”

Last semester, Jones College senior 
Ranjini Nagaraj and Baker College 
junior Rebecca Francis wrote an 
opinion piece for the Thresher urging 
the office of well-being to exclude the 
tea video from the “Sexual Assault Free 
Environment” O-Week presentation, 
criticizing the video’s trivialization of 
sexual assault.

“The importance of the topic the 
video addresses is lost as people 
remember only the associated laughter 
and silliness in the weeks and years 
following their O-Week,” Nagaraj and 
Francis wrote.

Vogt said she hopes the changes will 
improve buy-in to the messaging.

Spilling the tea: ‘Tea and Consent’ video removed from O-Week program

NEWS IN BRIEF
Anna Ta

News Editor

Student Success Initiatives opened 
a food pantry accessible to the Rice 
community in order to address food 
insecurity on campus. 

The pantry is located in the SSI main 
office in the Rice Memorial Center cloisters 
and is accessible on Monday and Friday 
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. and on Wednesday 
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

Community members can also request 
to visit outside of those hours by contacting 
Jessica Bowers Chukwu at jb73@rice.edu or 
Carli Rosati at cmr14@rice.edu.

The pantry is completely anonymous 
and SSI will be conducting anonymous 

surveys to ensure it is providing the 
most beneficial items. 

Bowers, the assistant director of SSI, 
said the SSI secured resources from the 
Office of the Dean of Undergraduates in 
order to open the pantry.

“The idea of establishing a food 
pantry has been in the queue for a while,” 
Bowers said. “Our ultimate goal is to 
create a self-sustaining resource through 
donations from the Rice community.”

Community members can submit 
non-perishable food items as well 
as financial donations by contacting 
Chukwu or Rosati. 

Student Sucess Initiatives’ food pantry aims to address food insecurity
Anna Ta

News Editor 

NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK
‘We’ve met a lot of new students today who seem happy and 
excited, but I would say they’re not as happy and excited as 
our current students are to welcome them.
Leebron says in the voiceover of the O-Week 2018 video, as large, sweaty groups 
of 18-22 year old advisors scream and wave signs.

David Leebron
President

OC LIFE
‘It happens guys. I live off campus. I don’t have access to outlets 
that often.’
Engles responds to a SA member reminding her that her laptop is about to die 
during the SA senate presentation.

Ariana Engles
Student Association President
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It is not an easy time to be a journalist. 
But it is an important time to be one. When 
we both began writing for the Thresher, we 
were drawn in by our love of telling stories. 
We didn’t realize the contentious situations 
we’d be thrown into, or how we might be 
inundated with disappointed or even angry 
comments over a certain decision. 

We’ve heard it all. “The Thresher wants 
this,” “the Thresher hates that,” “the 
Thresher thinks this,” “I can’t believe the 
Thresher published that.” The Thresher, that 
mysterious entity that drops a newspaper in 
your commons every week; we’re running it 
this year. 

We hope that you see us not as “the 
Thresher,” a faceless news organization, but 
instead as a group of your peers who dedicate 
hours each week to telling the stories that 
we hope matter to you. We are living in a 
time when our president dismisses the press 
as the “enemy of the American people.” 
It would be nice to dismiss his words and 
tell ourselves rhetoric like that would never 
occur at Rice. But in our three years at the 
Thresher, we have come to understand that 
our university is a microcosm of our country 
and of the world. Our paper has run stories 

on sexual assault, on an attempt to bypass 
Student Association election rules and on 
undocumented students facing the fear of 
deportation. 

Those stories, by nature, involve 
students, and not every student will agree 
with everything we print. It’s easy to read 
something you don’t like and say “*&%& the 
Thresher.” It’s easy to feel attacked when a 
reporter reaches out to you on a subject 
that you worry isn’t going to be portrayed 
in a positive light. Disagree with us, but do 
so in ways that allow us all to deepen our 
understanding of an issue. We are not your 
enemy, and we are not out to get you. 

We welcome criticism, and in our 
mission to inform the student body, we 
aren’t perfect. If you feel the slant of a 

certain article is unfair, write an opinion 
piece about it or send us an email explaining 
why you disagree. We’ll happily publish 
your opinion, meet with you, listen to your 
thoughts and explain our reasoning behind 
editorial decisions. The exchange of ideas 
is a crucial part of our mission to serve as a 
public forum for the student body. 

Finally, if you have any interest in 
journalism, join us! It’s the beginning of the 
year, which means we’re looking for staffers 
to help us pursue stories that impact the Rice 
student body both through the written word 
and through multimedia, including photo, 
video and design. It takes an incredible 
number of talented individuals and a wide 
range of skill sets to cover this campus 
in engaging ways, and we would love to 
have your contributions, whether you’re 
snapping photos of a Rice sports game or 
submitting your funny (and at times crude) 
satirical suggestions to our Backpage Editor. 

As Rice University’s only independent, 
student-run news outlet, if we don’t pursue 
a story, that story will, in all likelihood, never 
be reported in a way that showcases its many 
sides and complexities. The only way we can 
publish a wide array of truly balanced and 

nuanced stories is through a large and diverse 
staff. If you choose to join us, we will commit 
to supporting you and guiding you through 
what we feel has been the greatest learning 
experience during our time at Rice. And if 
you feel you’re a bit too busy to contribute, we 
understand, and we want you to know your 
readership is greatly appreciated. We do what 
we do for you, the students.

Thank you for reading our paper. We look 
forward to a year of working to be the best 
paper we can, but that isn’t possible without 
your contributions as well as your critiques. 
Sure, we may be No. 3 in the Princeton 
Review’s college newspaper rankings right 
now, but we’re Rice students. We want to be 
No. 1. 
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From the editors’ desk: There’s never been a more important time for journalism

Rice is starting this year with 
numerous high rankings from the 
Princeton Review, commending the 
school in categories such as “Lots of 
Race/Class Interaction” where the 
university ranked No. 1 and “Best 
Dorms” where Rice ranked No. 10. We 
are proud to attend a university that 
has achieved such rankings, but we also 
believe these accolades are not a reason 
to be complacent in categories where 
Rice has received national recognition. 

This year, we hope to see tangible 
investments from the administration 
that validate Rice’s rankings, including 
concrete progress on the campus 
multicultural center. Last year 
Provost Marie Lynn Miranda stated 
the new center would be a $2 million 
construction project adjacent to the Rice 
Memorial Center, but she now says the 
administration is currently evaluating 
which parts of the RMC to renovate and 
how much such renovations will cost. 
We also hope to see the administration 
work to create more equitable dorm 
conditions. While it’s true that dorms 
such as McMurtry’s and Duncan’s offer 
high quality living spaces, such quality 
is not consistent across colleges, such 
as Hanszen, where some students 
petitioned for improved facilities 
through last year’s Second Vision for the 
Second Century survey.  

We also hope the administration 
prioritizes undergraduate teaching as an 

important factor when making staffing 
decisions and continues to address 
feedback on the Critical Thinking in 
Sexuality course. We are pleased to 
see the improvements to this year’s 
course, including offering classes on 
weeknights and grouping students by 
residential college. One area we would 
like revisited is the decision to teach safe 
sex topics only in the non-mandatory 
LPAP version of the course. We hope this 
year as feedback is gathered, students 
can participate in the discussion about 
the teaching of contraception in CTIS 
and, if they feel such a topic should be 
included in the curriculum (as we at the 
Thresher do), voice this sentiment to the 
administration.

We are proud to attend a university 
that has received such national 
recognition and hope that this year, our 
university demonstrates its commitment 
to listening to its students and 
dedicating its resources to improving 
every aspect of Rice, even the ones 
where we’re already on top. Oh, and 
we also need the administration to 
stop the Graduate Student Association 
from winning Beer Bike every year. 
They’re big enough to have their own 
race! We are the undergraduate student 
newspaper, after all. 

This editorial reflects the consensus 
opinion of the Rice Thresher editorial 
board. Any responses to this piece can 
be submitted to thresher@rice.edu. 

STAFF EDITORIAL

Princeton Review rankings 
are no excuse for inaction

ANDREW GROTTKAU & EMILY ABDOW

MCMURTRY COLLEGE SENIOR & JONES COLLEGE SENIOR

CARTOON BY JENNIFER FU

OP-ED

CO-EDITORS-IN-CHIEF

Disagree with us, but do so 
in ways that allow us all to 
deepen our understanding 
of an issue.
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OP-ED 

ASK THE STAFF Rice community: Politics means you, too 
As the new school year begins, recent Masterpiece Cakeshop decision. Clubs like Civic Duty, Rice Young 

What’s the dumbest thing 
you did as a freshman? 

“Took Gen Chem when I didn’t have 

you probably have the following on Undocumented students are afraid to Democrats, Rice College Republicans 
your to-do list: sorting out your class leave campus due to this administration’s and others are always looking for more 
schedule, buying textbooks and choosing attacks on the Deferred Action for volunteers and participants at their 
extracurriculars. We urge you to put Childhood Arrivals program. Muslim events. There’s no excuse when there are 
something at the top of that list: political students are subject to travel bans and opportunities even within the hedges, not 
engagement. hate crimes at their places of worship. a 10-minute walk from your college. Talk 

Rice students are notoriously 
overcommitted, and it can feel like 
you don’t have the time to give. We 
know — we’ve been there. But political 
engagement shouldn’t be treated as 
something external to your Rice education 
or as a competing interest — it’s an 
integral part of life as a student. 

Whichever academic discipline 
you’ve chosen to pursue and whatever 
passion led you there, there’s likely a 
political component to it. If you’re pre-
med because you want to help patients, 
the dismantling of the Affordable Care 
Act and the potential loss of insurance 
coverage for people with pre-existing 
conditions should inspire action. If 
you chose bioengineering because you 
wanted to develop cutting-edge medical 
technologies, we ask: What’s the point 
of inventing the world’s best cancer 
diagnostic if most people are no longer 
able to afford basic care? If you’re in the 
humanities, you should be aware that the 
current administration has tried to cut 
funding for cultural agencies and the arts. 

Furthermore, politics personally 
impacts individuals at Rice. We pride 
ourselves on our culture of care, and 
a complete definition of this requires 
concern for our peers and all aspects 
of their identity. LGBTQ+ students 
continue to fight for rights after the 2015 
Houston Equal Rights Ordinance vote 
in Houston and the Supreme Court’s 

Survivors of sexual assault have to watch 
these crimes be normalized — by the U.S. 
president, no less — and the perpetrators 
go unpunished. As proud Rice students, 
we must stand, and act, in solidarity with 
members of our community. 

There’s no excuse when 
there are opportunities 
even within the hedges, 
not a 10-minute walk 
from your college. 

There are numerous ways to make 
an impact. If you’re eligible, check that 
you’re registered to vote and make your 
voting plan for the Nov. 6 midterm election 
(early voting starts Oct. 22). Then, take 
a one-hour class to become a volunteer 
deputy voter registrar so you can register 
others to vote. Even if you cannot vote, 
you can get involved with a campaign or 
campus organization. This fall, there are 
many competitive races at the federal, 
state and local levels, and candidates in 
all of them would benefit from students 
blockwalking, phone banking or texting 
for their campaigns. Student political 
organizations, both partisan and 
nonpartisan, host on-campus events to 
phone bank and contact representatives. 

to your friends about voting. Make plans 
to volunteer together. 

A study by the Tufts University College 
of Civic Life found that only 54.7 percent of 
eligible Rice students, undergraduate and 
graduate, voted in the 2016 presidential 
election. In any other area of Rice life, 
this failing score would be considered 
abysmal. Why, then, do we accept it as par 
for the course for political engagement? 

Rice students show impressive 
initiative when it comes to building a 
stellar med school application. Now, 
it’s critical we demonstrate that same 
initiative when it comes to political 
engagement. Elected officials won’t 
represent you if you don’t make your 
voice heard. Ultimately, the results of the 
2018 midterm election will be far more 
consequential than your grade on that 
midterm exam. 

No matter who you are or what you 
aspire to accomplish, politics involves 
you, too. 

LEYA MOHSIN & MELODY TAN 
HANSZEN COLLEGE SENIOR & 

BIOENGINEERING GRADUATE STUDENT 

     
      
      

    
     

       

   
     

       
 

    
     

       

  
     

      

      
      
      

    
     

    
    

     
     

      
          

      
     

  
     

      
      

      
    

        
    

 

   
    

     
     

   
      

      
      

       
      

     
       

     
 

      
       

      
      

      
       

        
 

     
 

       
    

    
   

    
    

     
   

      
    

      
     

      
      
  

      
        

    
     

       
     

        

   
      

    
     

     
   

       
      

      
     

 
       
    

 

     

     

    

   
    

 

 
 

      
      

 

    

   
     

       
      
   

     
     

      
      

    
  

 

 
      

        
  

     
      

   
     

      
     

     

     
    

    
    

 
 

       
    

     
     

     
    

    
      

      
      

      
      

     

    
     

        
     

      
     

    
    

   
      

     
     

      
       

     
     

     
     

      
    

     
    

    
      

       
    

     
    
       
      

    
       

      
      

 
     

     
     

     
      

    

     
 

       
       

    
     

    
 

   
    
     

       
      

    
     

     
      

      
 

      
     

    
     

        
       

       
      
       

 
       

 
      

 
 

        

      
   

  
   

   
  

   

   
  

    
   

an cast their votes at the Rice 
Center. enter. 

OP-ED 

There’s an election on Saturday. Vote to save Houston. 
One year ago today, the remnants 

of a tropical storm were soaking the 
Yucatan Peninsula. Those remnants 
quickly reorganized over the warm Gulf 
of Mexico, and the storm strengthened to 
a Category 4 hurricane, making landfall 
outside of Rockport, Texas just three 
days later. 

Hurricane Harvey stalled over the 
Houston area, dumping an apocalyptic 
volume of rain. Houston’s drainage 
infrastructure was overrun as thousands 
lost their homes. 

As a city built on a swamp, 
Houston has always been 
prone to inundation. 
But things are changing. 
Harvey was our third 
so-called 500-year flood 
event in three years. 

What followed was a phenomenon 
we often see in the days and weeks 

the agency responsible for protecting 
county residents from flooding, asks the 
public for its support in a $2.5 billion 
bond election. These bonds, the county’s 
largest single issue to date, would fund 
a number of projects throughout Harris 
County, including new detention ponds, 
drainage studies and debris removal 
to increase waterways’ conveyance 
capacity. Many of the projects listed by 
the Harris County Flood Control District 
are eligible for federal matching funds 
totaling more than $2 billion, but only 
if the county can secure its own funding 
with this election. 

This bond issue does not include 
funding for a much-discussed third flood 
control reservoir, though it does allocate 
$750,000 to study the idea. Additionally, 
though much of the bond money would 
pay for physical improvements, $12.5 
million would be allocated to floodplain 
mapping, which would help homeowners 
and homebuyers more accurately assess 
their risk of flooding. The bond would 
also pay for home and land buyouts in 
floodways and floodplains totaling $242 
million. The package would increase 
most county residents’ property tax 
rates by between 2 and 3 cents per 

and more frequent storms. Another cause, 
though, is Houston’s rapid development 
into areas like the Katy Prairie, which at 
one time served as a sponge to absorb 
floodwaters and slow their flow. 

An investigation by the Houston 
Chronicle found that developers often 
operated with a callous disregard for the 
land’s drainage characteristics, building 
entire subdivisions beneath the so-called 
“pool level” within Barker and Addicks 
reservoirs. 

This is where we are now. After 
years of inaction, our problems have 
compounded. But the Harris County 
Flood Control District, armed with input 
and ideas gleaned from a marathon 
of community meetings in each of the 
county’s 23 watersheds, has a list of 
237 projects to ease Houston’s flooding 
woes. Thirty-eight of those projects came 
about because of community input from 
interested citizens just like you. 

Will they stop another Harvey? 
Probably not. But they will get us back on 
track to deal with the ongoing challenges 
of living in this coastal swamp. So, if 
you’re a registered voter in Harris County, 
check your polling place and go vote this 
Saturday. 

to.” 
– Charlie Paul, Web Editor 

“Refused to get the flu vaccine and 
then got the flu during Willy Week.” 
– Sydney Garrett, Art Director 

“Locked myself out of my room 
the night of NOD and had to call 
RUPD (yes, I was wearing my NOD 
costume).” 
– Emily Abdow, Editor-in-Chief 

“Did not text my mom often.” 
– Christina Tan, A&E Editor 

“Missed an entire final because I 
showed up on the date listed on 
Esther, not on the syllabus.” 
– Simona Matovic, Backpage Editor 

“Tried to work three jobs at once.” 
– Jennifer Fu, Ops Designer 

“Chose the hardest major I could 
think of to show everyone how 
badass I was. (Turns out I’m not.)” 
– Eric Stone, Ops Editor 

“Took 8 a.m. classes because I 
thought college might turn me into 
a morning person.” 
– Charlene Pan, Photo Editor 

“Bought an e-book from a shady 
website and then it disappeared 
from my laptop after a week.” 
– Elliot Stahr, Assistant News Editor 

“Went to a public at 10:30 p.m.” 
– Andrew Grottkau, Editor-in-Chief 

“Forgot what day Baker 13 was.” 
– Anna Ta, News Editor 

“Had been specifically banned from 
piercing my ears by my parents, did 
it anyway, and then forgot to take 
the earrings out when I FaceTimed 
them a few weeks later.” 
– Elizabeth Rasich, Features Editor 

“Decided to miss a few classes to 
go to Egypt in the middle of the 
year, but got extremely sick in 
Egypt and ended up in quarantine 
at Rice, missing more classes (no 
regrets, though).” 
– Myra Ramdenbourg, Digital Content Editor 

“Was consistently disappointed in 
my essay grades for a particular 
class only to learn on the last day 
that the professor was happy to read 

after a natural disaster. Houstonians $100 valuation, but seniors over 65 and Students registered in on-campus 
and volunteers from across the country residents with homes under $200,000 housing can cast their votes at the Rice 

”.fi rst drafts of papers 
– Ella Feldman, Assistant Features Editor 

“Didn’t call my family often enough 
and got stressed out about really 
small things.” 

tirelessly worked together to evacuate would see no change in their annual tax Memorial C 
and shelter victims of the torrential bill. 
storm. Emergency response personnel Harvey was far from Houston’s first 
and citizens alike endangered their experience with flooding. As a city built 
own lives for their fellow residents. We on a swamp, Houston has always been 

– Tracey Dibbs, Copy Editor as a city demonstrated our collective prone to inundation. But things are 
commitment to the safety and well-being changing. Harvey was our third so-called ERIC STONE 

“Had an online test in Canvas where OPINION EDITOR of our residents. 500-year flood event in three years. 
I couldn’t go back, and I clicked WIESS COLLEGE 

On Saturday, Aug. 25, Houstonians will Climate change is certainly playing a SENIOR 
have another chance to come together. role in the city’s experience with severe through the whole thing without 

”.nitingllifiThe Harris County Flood Control District, weather, contributing to more intense 
– Phillip Jaffe, Copy Editor 

“Purposely fell out of bed when 
drunk because I needed to throw up 
and I knew it was the fastest way to 
the floor. 
– Michael Byrnes, Sports Editor 

MAKE YOUR V  ICE HEARD 
Submit your op-ed, letter to the editor or story idea to 

thresher@rice.edu. 



ELLA FELDMAN
ASST. FEATURES EDITOR

The academic year technically ends 
in early May, but many undergraduates 
continue their endeavours — conducting 
research, taking classes, running 
businesses and everything in between — 
through the humid months that follow, 
both on campus and around the world.

While many students stayed in the 
outer loop this summer, others traveled 
a little farther. Mackenzie Kubik, a senior 
at McMurtry College, spent her summer 
in Lesbos, Greece studying refugees and 
migration.

Kubik was completing the Loewenstern 
Fellowship from the Center for Civic 
Leadership, a program where Rice students 
are funded by the CCL to travel to a foreign 
country and conduct service and research.

Lesbos was an entirely different world 
from Rice’s campus, according to Kubik.

“It’s a little bit difficult mentally to jump 
right back in from being in a situation 
where I was living amongst people who are 
going through what is in my opinion one 
of the most horrific situations any human 
being could have to go through: having 
to flee their home because of danger and 
persecution,” she said.

For the service component of her 
fellowship, Kubik worked with organizations 
Refugee4Refugees and Showers for Sisters. 
She conducted interviews with refugees 
living on the island, specifically focusing 
on the relationship between gender and 
humanitarian aid distribution to refugees 
living on the island.

Kubik said these interviews were her 
most special memories over the summer.

“Being able to share those moments 
with people was really really meaningful 

to me, even though it was really sad to 
know that there was nothing I could really 
do to help them in any sort of tangible or 
concrete way,” she said.

Kubik said her inability to affect 
concrete change, such as granting refugees 
asylum or making their home countries 
safe, was one of the most challenging 
aspects of the summer. She also struggled 
initially with understanding the potential 
negative impact of her American feminism 
in a foreign context.

For example, she said many women 
confided in her about experiencing severe 
sexual assault on their journeys but refused 
to tell their families because in their cultures 
they are required to get a divorce if they 
have been touched in a sexual manner by 
another man, whether consensual or not. 
Kubik explained that while many Western 
feminists would encourage these women 
to speak out about their experiences, this 
could pose serious financial and social 
threats to them.

“A lot of times the feminism from 
Western women organizations can do a 
lot more harm to these communities than 
good, which is something that was really 
hard for me to understand and grasp 
because I’ve never seen feminism as a 
negative source before,” she said.

Kubik plans to bring this fuller 
understanding of intersectional feminism 
back to campus, specifically with her 
work at the Women’s Resource Center. She 
plans to fundraise for the organizations 
she worked with over the summer, and 
continue to study gender and humanitarian 
aid through the sociology department.

Although Kubik co-advised at Baker 
College during Orientation Week, she is 
still adjusting to life at Rice.

“Having that perspective now, it’s 
difficult to get excited or motivated about 
the same things at Rice that I did before,” 
she said. “I feel a lot of guilt over it, coming 
back to such a privileged environment, but 
I really hope to be able to use what I learned 
and apply it to some of the work people are 
doing on campus.”

Mandy Quan, a Will Rice College junior, 
managed Rice Coffeehouse this summer, 
which she said was much more laid-back 
than during the school year.

“Things move slower, and there aren’t 
constant lines out the door,” she said. “We 
can enjoy our time with fellow [baristas] 
during shift and take the time to get to 

know the customers and regulars.” 
These customers included students, 

summer campers and community 
members.

Nutty Bee addicts were forced to cope 
when Coffeehouse closed its doors in late 
June for three weeks to renovate the space 
— specifically focusing on expanding 
backroom storage. Quan said overseeing 
this change was a little scary, but she’s 
excited for the doors it opens for the 
business.

“A more efficient Chaus with the same 
comfortable vibes is the goal,” she said.

Outside of overseeing Coffeehouse, 
Quan was able to enjoy spending time on 
campus over the summer. 

“Campus is pretty quiet actually, and it’s 
kind of interesting how that manifests in 
our moods,” she said. “I think in general, 
most people feel a lot more at peace.”

Varun Kataria, a Lovett College 
sophomore, spent his summer on campus 
working in project management at 
OpenStax – a nonprofit initiative based at 
Rice that works to provide free textbooks 
for high school and college students. He 
lived in off campus housing with six other 
Rice students, which he said exposed him 
to relationships he would not have formed 
otherwise.

“I learned a ton of different stuff about 
Rice culture that exists across campus just 
from other people’s stories, as we were 
from different colleges,” Kataria said.

 Hearing the story behind the hell 
car from a Baker College roommate and 
learning the difference between the 
sundeck and moondeck from a Hanszenite 
were standout moments.

Aside from working at OpenStax, 
Kataria spent time on campus at KTRU, 
where he co-ran a midnight hip-hop 
show every Tuesday with a Rice alum. 

Like Quan, Kataria noted that campus 
was quieter than during the year and 
said some of his best memories were 
skateboarding on the vacant campus 
sidewalks to his KTRU shifts.

Sabrina Bisaga, a Baker College 
sophomore, spent her summer as a Rice 
Sustaining Excellence in Research Scholar, 
a program that pays Rice undergraduates 
to conduct STEM research and receive 
academic mentoring. 

Bisaga lived at Martel in a suite, which 
she said she enjoyed for the most part 
except for having to buy groceries and cook 
for herself without a car.

“Not having a car over the summer 
was really rough because going grocery 
shopping is a weekly thing and without a 
car you really just have to depend on other 
people,” she said.

Kataria also lacked a car this summer, 
but one of his friends had one.

“We began to explore Rice Village 
and the surrounding Houston area 
more through bars, restaurants and 
art, really soaking in all Houston 
culture could offer,” he said.

According to Housing and Dining, 250 
undergraduates lived on campus over the 
2018 summer, and more lived in off-campus 
housing. In addition, many graduate 
students spent their weekdays at Rice, 
and the university hosted about 60 groups 
over the summer, from sports camps to the 
National Student Leadership Conference. 
Groups staying on campus ranged in size 
from 10 people to 250.

This kept the Housing and Dining staff 
busy. They served 111,882 meals over the 
course of the summer and hired 21 student 
assistants to aid the smaller summer staff 
in their work, according to Susann Marie 
Glenn, manager of communications for the 
department. The culinary staff also used 
the summer to work on new recipes, which 
they got to show off during Friday lunches, 
when staff members, per H&D tradition, 
took turns cooking meals for each other.

“Different people will team and create 
phenomenal menus – it’s a great exercise 
in teamwork and wonderful way for our 
staff to have fun together,” Glenn said.
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Having that perspective 
now, it’s difficult to get 
excited or motivated 
about the same things at 
Rice that I did before.

 
Mackenzie Kubik
MCMURTRY COLLEGE SENIOR

Campus is pretty quiet 
actually, and it’s kind 
of interesting how that 
manifests in our moods.

 Mandy Quan
WILL RICE COLLEGE JUNIOR

HOUSING & DINING
Susann Marie Glenn, Manager of 
Communications for Housing and Dining

Rice Coffeehouse employee Sarah Gao celebrates the newly 
renovated cafe space. Aside from a three week closing for the 
renovation, Coffeehouse stayed open through the summer.

McMurtry senior Mackenzie Kubik, second from right, poses with 
her co-workers at Showers for Sisters.
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B.J. and Shirley Fregly had dreamed of 
becoming magisters for a long time -- BJ 
applied to work at Rice three times and 
Shirley (Brown ‘88) graduated from Rice 
-- but they never expected it to happen 
so soon. When they were selected in 
December as the next Brown College 
magisters, it was an unexpected, but 
welcome, surprise.

The odds were stacked against them: 
B.J. had been a Rice employee for only 
about two months when they began the 
application process. He wasn’t even living 
in Houston full-time, instead commuting 
back and forth from Florida on the 
weekends for his job at the University of 
Florida. His wife Shirley was unable to 
attend any in-person magister interviews. 
And their game plan all along was to 
wait a year, enjoy being associates at 
Lovett College and then apply to be Lovett 
magisters the next year. But everything 
seemed to fall into place.

“We thought, this’ll never happen but 
we’ll learn about how the process works,” 
B.J. said. “Then we found as we got 
through the process that we really loved 
Brown students, and we really wanted to 
be part of Brown.”

B.J., who is a mechanical engineering 
professor, and Shirley, who will be 
seeking a job in Houston once they settle 
in, share a love for interacting with college 
students. B.J. decided early on as a senior 
at Princeton University that he wanted to 
work with college students as a career.

“I was trying to decide between becoming 
a college professor or a college pastor, so 
it was either grad school or seminary,” B.J. 
said. “You know which one I chose.”

When B.J. was a professor at the 
University of Florida, he and Shirley 
frequently hosted students at their house 
for dinner, volleyball and other activities. 
One of their goals when B.J. got the 
position at Rice last year was to live close 
to campus so they could continue to enjoy 
a lot of student-faculty interaction.

“Our son [Christopher, a junior at Wiess 
College] tells us that unless students can 
walk to your house, they’re probably not 
going to come over,” B.J. said. 

The issue was that all houses in 
walking range were expensive, and 
getting to interact with students as 
frequently as they had previously was 
going to be difficult. 

“Now we live right on Rice campus,” 
B.J. said. “We’ll have students in our 
house constantly, so for us, this is a really 
wonderful, ideal situation.”

Shirley is especially excited about 
becoming a Brown magister; she’s an 
alumna of Brown College and graduated 
in 1988 with degrees in biology and legal 
studies. She grew up in Houston and says 
both Houston and Rice have changed a lot 
in the past 30 years. Brown has a commons 
now, for example. 

Shirley was still living in Florida up 
until a few weeks ago so they haven’t 
yet had the chance to fully explore what 
Houston has to offer, but they are looking 
forward to trying new restaurants, walking 
to museums and attending performances 
at the Shepherd School. 

Shirley and B.J. are a complementary 
pair. The couple frequently finish each 
other’s sentences, supplying dates, details 
and memories while the other tells a story. 
Personality-wise, they’re polar opposites, 
according to Shirley.

“We always joke that in high school we 

would have never talked to each other,” 
she said.

B.J. is an extrovert who, as an associate 
at Lovett last year, enjoyed activities like 
biking for Lovett’s alumni Beer Bike team 
and playing on the Lovett soccer team, 
while Shirley enjoys getting to know 
people through conversation.

“People tend to open up to Shirley very 
readily,” B.J. said.

When B.J.’s roommate met Shirley 
while the two were dating, he saw that 
quality firsthand.

“When we were back in our room that 
night [after B.J.’s met her], he looked at 
me and said, ‘Boy, I really like Shirley a 
lot. I don’t know why, but I just started 
telling her all these things about myself 
that I really don’t share with anyone,’” 
B.J. said. “And that happens a lot with 
Shirley. She’ll start talking to someone 
and they’ll just open up to her. She has a 
gift for that.”

Because the Freglys have been a part of 
the Rice community for only a little over 
a year, they will be leaning on the Brown 
College adult team for their experience.

“We walked into this knowing we don’t 
really know what we’re doing -- we’re 
excited to do it but we have no idea what 
we’re doing -- and the RAs are experienced 
and terrific,” Shirley said. “And our 
coordinator -- we’ve got Nancy who’s been 
here for 27 years.”

B.J. said it’s clear the A-team really 
cares about Brown students.

“You want an A-team that’s really 
engaged and really looking out for the 
students and we have that,” B.J. said.

Mostly, though, they’re just excited to 
spend time with students. 

“I’m looking forward to is just being 
involved in the life of the college and being 
involved in some of the things students are 
involved in,” B.J. said. “Just spending time 
with them in whatever they’re doing.” 

Brand-new professor becomes one of the Brown magisters

Shirley and B.J. Fregly smile together during a trip to Ireland. 
They took advantage of B.j.’s many frequent flyer miles. 

courtesy b.j. fregly
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Will Ricers can look forward to foosball 
tournaments, freshly baked cookies and 
plenty of babysitting opportunities with 
the arrival of new magisters Matthew 
and Rebekah Bennett, who kick off their 
tenure this academic year. Matthew is 
an associate professor of biochemistry 
and cell biology at Rice, and Rebekah 
is general counsel at the ExxonMobil 
Pipeline Company.

Foosball is a hobby of Matthew’s 
when he’s not too busy teaching or 
leading research on synthetic biology at 
his lab. He came to Rice about nine years 
ago, and the first student he took into his 
lab was from Will Rice College. He has 
since served as an associate at Will Rice 
for eight years. 

“She dragged me to Will Rice and 
made me do things there, and I had 
a lot of fun, so I’ve kind of always had 
this affinity to Will Rice,” Matthew said. 
“Truthfully we would’ve been happy 
to have been magisters anywhere, but 
the history with Will Rice College was a 
natural fit.” 

Rebekah, who loves to cook and bake, 
plans to provide plenty of baked goods 
for the students at Will Rice. 

“My recollection as a student is that 
students love to eat, and I also think food 
is a way to break down barriers and get 
people together,” she said.

Rebekah met Matthew when she was 
a student at Emory University. Matthew 
was studying at Georgia Institute of 
Technology and was her next door 
neighbor. On a whim, she decided to 
invite him to a party she was throwing 
and through talking to him realized how 
much they had in common.

“We discovered we were from the 
same part of Michigan and even had 
friends in common,” she recalled. “I 
spent the next week hanging out on my 
balcony hoping Matt would come out so I 
could see him again. I think our marriage 
works because we really like each other, 
we support each other and we don’t let 
the little things bug us.”

At Emory, Rebekah majored in 

women’s studies and history, which 
she said was much more driven by her 
passion than her career aspirations. 
After graduating with a master’s degree 
in history, she realized she did not want a 
career in academia. She took a few years 
off to reassess, working as a waitress and 
a nanny to support herself before going 
to law school. 

Although she loved the subject matter, 
Rebekah struggled her first semester of 
law school and nearly dropped out before 
Matthew encouraged her to keep going.

 “It worked out and I learned that 
a single bad grade is not a death 
sentence,” she said.  “Sometimes it’s 
important to give yourself time to adjust, 
cut yourself some slack and just give into 
the process.”

For his part, Matthew switched majors 
and career paths several times before 
landing on his job as a professor of 
biochemistry and cell biology. He started 
out in undergrad as a music composition 
major, then switched to cultural 
anthropology, then linguistics, then 
math, and eventually physics. He got his 
Ph.D. physics only to switch one more 
time to bioengineering and synthetic 
biology in his post-doctoral studies, and 
is now a professor of biochemistry and 
cell biology.

“All those missteps helped form the 
person I am today, and I don’t really 
regret anything,” he said. “It just took 
me a long time to figure out who I was.”

Rebekah said she hopes that she and 
Matthew will be able to draw on their 
own life experiences, which haven’t 
always been smooth-sailing, to advise 
students.

“We have some perspective, that 
one mistake in life, or even five or six 
mistakes in life, that’s part of being a 
student and growing,” Rebekah said. 
“At the end of the day a lot of this is just 
a growing experience and the bumps 
in the road are not going be the end of 
the world, which I think is really hard 
to understand when you’re between the 
ages of 18 and 22.”

Before becoming general counsel, 
Rebekah previously worked as a labor 
and employment lawyer for ExxonMobil, 
where she mediated conflicts between 
companies and employees. She hopes 
to apply the skills she acquired in this 
position to her tenure as magister.

“It’s that kind of people interaction 
that I really enjoyed about my job 
– figuring out what’s the best path 
forward so that [the company-employee] 
relationship can continue,” Rebekah 
said. “I think that applies to the student-
university interaction, and to helping 
students navigate through difficult 
issues.”

Matthew and Rebekah bring with 
them their two kids – Jacob, who is 5, 
and Marisol, who is 2 – and plenty of 

babysitting opportunities for students. 
The couple spent many of their weekends 
this summer taking their kids to the zoo, 
museums and local cultural events. One 
of their best memories is of the Houston 
Pride Parade, which they participated 
in with ExxonMobil. When they find 

someone to watch the kids for the night, 
the couple likes to go to the movies, the 
theater and new restaurants.

The Bennetts first considered the 
possibility of becoming magisters when 
Will Rice College senior Neha Potlapalli 
walked into Matthew’s office and asked 
if he was interested. 

“I told [Matthew] ‘we are definitely 
interested,’” Rebekah said. The couple 
went on to interview at Will Rice and 
Brown College and said that although 
they would have been happy to be at 
either, their interview with Will Rice was 
especially memorable.

“It’s funny: you interview with a 
bunch of seniors, and you fall in love 
with the seniors and then they’re not 
there [next year]!” Rebekah laughed. 
“We felt like we really connected with the 
students, and we had such a good time 
just interviewing that we knew it’d be a 
blast to actually get the job.”

The Bennetts believe they will foster 
a mutual relationship with the students 
where they will not only advise the 
students, but learn from them as well.

My recollection as  a 
student is that students 
love to eat, and I also 
think food is way to 
break down barriers and 
get people together.
Rebekah Bennett
WILL RICE COLLEGE MAGISTER

Will Rice magisters step into Dean Gorman’s shoes

New Will Rice magisters Matthew and Rebekah Bennett pose 
with their children Jacob (5) and Marisol (2). 

Truthfully we would’ve 
been happy to have been 
magisters anywhere, but 
the history with Will Rice 
College was a natural fit.

Matthew Bennett
WILL RICE COLLEGE MAGISTER

courtesy bennett family
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O-WEEK MEMORIES
Crossword by Carolina Hatanpaa

  For the Thresher

 

 7   8    10  9

 12      11  

 13  15   14  16  

     17    

 18  19  20    

   22     2321  

 24   26   25  27  

 28       29 

ACROSS
1  New students have to fill out this before coming to   
 Rice
4 If you lose something during O-Week, you may have to  
 spell using this
7 Do __ mi fa so la ti do
8 Sony record label
10 Important number in math and physics
11 You won’t find Amy Winehouse here
13 Standard uniform during O-Week
15 Academic rules and regulations sessions held during  
 O-Week and once every subsequent semester
17 Will Rice O-Week theme and Christopher Nolan film
18 The office to contact if you need academic   
 accommodations for a documented disability
19 Complain to this Rice office if your wifi doesn’t work
21 Aquafina competitor
24 Office of Multicultural Affairs rep at O-Week
26 You’ll learn way too much about this type of molecule in  
 Gen Chem
27 A-Team member
28 “Mamma Mia!” group
29   Synonym for Martel

DOWN
1 These kind of brothers don’t exist at Rice
2 Dictionary abbr.
3 G.I. dinner
4 Lambs make this noise
5 Rumor has it Leebron has this item monogrammed
6 ____ and tricks
9 Duncan O-Week theme and Brit’s “bye!”
11 Actress Witherspoon
12 Relay race handoff
14 Who to call if you get bitten by a squirrel
16 Taro dish
18 Abstract art style
20 Sports group
22 By way of
23 Common conjunction
25 Shortening of common social media site
27 Everyone wants some  ____ & ____ after the   
 exhaustion of O-Week

Answers will be posted on ricethresher.org and on the Thresher Facebook page.

Bolded clues correspond to the theme.
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THE WEEKLY SCENE
BLACK FOOD 

TRUCK FESTIVAL
Vendors will be selling affordable 
handmade soaps and other skincare 
items, African-American memorabilia, 
jewelry and more. The marketplace 
will be open on Saturday from 12 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Entrance is free.

Shrine Cultural & Event Center
5309 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd

WEKFEST
Houston is home to many art cars; 
fittingly, it is also home to an automobile 
showcase featuring over 300 European, 
Japanese and domestic aftermarket car 
builds. These cars will be on display to 
the general public on Saturday from 1 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Pre-sale tickets go for a 
hefty $25.

New Jersey Convention and Exposition Center
1001 Avenida de las Americas

THEATER DISTRICT 
OPEN HOUSE

To celebrate 25 years, the TransCanada 
Theater District is hosting an open 
house on Sunday from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
The open house will include 30-minute 
season previews from organizations such 
as Alley Theatre, Houston Ballet, and 
Houston Symphony. Entrance is free. 

Multiple locations downtown
theaterdistrictopenhouse.com

PARK PEOPLE
An eccentric set of Lego people has made 
Arts Brookfield its home. Constructed by 
artist Nathan Sawaya, the “Park People” 
are composed completely of Legos. 
Procrastinators be warned – the exhibit is 
up only until Friday. Entrance is free. 

Arts Brookfield
2 Houston Center

1. HOODIE
Even though you are living in Houston 
now, where the climate ranges from 
scalding hot to uncomfortably moist, you 
are absolutely going to need a hoodie. 
No matter the weather, nothing can truly 
prepare you for the high latitude climate 
of Herzstein amphitheater. If you do not 
bring a hoodie, you are making yourself 
susceptible to frostbite and hypothermia! 
Please, for your own safety, brace yourself 
with a hoodie. Plus, most hoodie pockets 
double as a built in snack compartment. 
 
2. UMBRELLA
Get an umbrella as soon as possible! 
Hurricane season is upon us, and 
Houston is known for its unpredictable 
weather. You don’t want to be caught in 
sudden torrential rains and start running 
10 minutes late to class and burst in 
through the door and everyone turns 
around and stares at you as you are 
dripping water all over the place and the 
only seat left is at the front of the class 
and you can’t even concentrate because 
you spend the entire time thinking about 
how humiliating your entrance was and 
finally you have to trek all the way back 
to Brown to cry away your sorrows. This 
is purely a hypothetical situation, but 
you definitely don’t want to go through 
that. So yeah, bring an umbrella to 
prevent that. 

 3. EARBUDS
As you will most likely be living with at least 
one roommate, you should bring earbuds 
to keep your own privacy. Your roommates 
probably do not want to be disturbed 
by your 1 a.m. daily blasting of ASMR 
videos. Apparently, the idea of someone 
whispering you to sleep is not appealing 
to everyone. For an optimal experience, we 
even suggest buying On-Ear Headphones. 
These are great for blocking out outside 
noise while providing a very vivid audio 
experience of cabbage crunching.

4. HAWAIIAN SHIRT
A completely optional but highly 
recommended article of clothing is a 
Hawaiian shirt. During the school year, 
there are guaranteed to be at least two 
beach-themed parties where you may find 
this useful. Or, if you are not interested in 
partying, you can still embrace your inner 
Hawaiian dad or frat boy spirit.

5. BALENCIAGA SPEED TRAINERS 
Another nuisance of trekking across Rice 
terrain is crossing the Grove. The Grove 
gravel is often known to sneak up on 
unsuspecting victims and attack their 
ankles. PROTECT YOUR ANKLES with 
some Balenciaga Speed Trainers – or 
as Cardi B says, “the ones that look like 
socks.” But really, any high-top shoes 
will do.

6. SHOWER SHOES
If your dorm has communal showers, 
remember to get some protective shower 
shoes. You don’t know what bacteria or 
foot fungus could be lurking in those 
shower drains, especially if you live in the 
antiquated structures of Hanszen, Baker 
or Will Rice old dorms where cockroaches 
dwell. Our recommendation is flip-flops, 
or more specifically, Crocs. Why? Because 
what better way to strike fear into the 
hearts of your shower enemies than to 
wear CROCODILE all-terrain shoes! There 
is no better way to claim your territory. In a 
few months, you will be seen as a member 
of the bourgeoisie because Crocs are going 
out of business, and the shoes will become 
a highly valued commodity. You might 
even be featured on the well-regarded 
instagram page @CrocsOfRice.

7. OLD SNEAKERS
Don’t just bring all of your new shoes to 
Rice. You need at least one pair of shoes 
that you wouldn’t mind getting dirty. 
These shoes need to be able to survive the 
hormonal sweat that appears on Thursday 
pub nights, the shaving cream of Baker 13 
and the muddy hypotenuses when it rains.

8. HAT
In case of a bad hair day, make sure to 
bring some hats for a quick solution. 
Baseball caps are a good option, but 

cowboy hats are a GREAT option. 
Now that you’re in Texas, you should 
assimilate to yeehaw culture. Cowboy 
hats are also perfect for protecting your 
face from the blistering hot sun rays in 
case you run out of sunscreen. If you 
don’t know where to get a cowboy hat, 
Martel’s Don’t Mess with Texas public 
party is your best bet. 

9. PAJAMA CLOTHES
Pajamas are often regarded as 
nighttime wear. However, at Rice, 
pajamas are not only night clothing, 
they are daily clothing, party clothing 
and woke-up-12-minutes-late-for-
class clothing. Oversized Rice shirts, 
sweatpants, leggings, slides and 
Christmas sweaters — these pieces you 
can wear anytime, anywhere at Rice. 
They are the epitome of all-purpose 
clothing. However, this does not mean 
that you can wear only your undies 
everywhere. Save that for NOD.

10. FORMAL WEAR
Lastly, you need at least one set of formal 
clothing to be able to give presentations, 
attend interviews and go to Esperanza. 
One set of formal wear will go a long way, 
despite being a bit more costly. If that is 
an issue though, the CCD does provide 
business attire through Career Gear and 
Dress for Success Houston.

One of the biggest difficulties of college is packing (if you 
don’t consider multivariable calculus or organic chemistry 
difficult). You crammed all your clothes into three huge 
suitcases and dragged them to your dorm. Your mom nagged 
at you the entire time about how you overpacked. Now you 
have to find space to put everything. It’s a whole mess. 
However, you could have avoided all of this. You need only a 
few essentials to survive your time in college, and to make your 
life easier, we’ve compiled  a list of the top 10 MUST HAVES for 
life here at Rice. If you don’t have these 10 items packed, be 
sure to pick them up on your next Target run. If these items are 
the only things you have, then congrats, you’re already off to a 
great start for this school year!

The Thread-sher Exclusive is a fashion column written by 
Mai Ton and Vy Pham.

Relive your “Eighth Grade”
Bo Burnham’s passion project makes the 
anxiety-inducing experience of middle school 
a universal one.
See more at ricethresher.org

TOP 10 BACK-TO-SCHOOL ESSENTIALS
THE THREAD-SHER EXCLUSIVE

MAI TON & VY PHAM
FOR THE THRESHER  

courtesy shopify, klodhoppers, rememberingthesneakers
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ARIANA ENGLES
FOR THE THRESHER  

“Everything in Texas has to be bigger, 
so we couldn’t just have a stand,” said 
Thinh Quach, one of the partners of 
Matcha Café Maiko, which opened on 
July 17 in Chinatown. This new cafe, in 
short, is a perfect study location for 
the busy college student who wants a 
moment away from campus. 

Matcha Café Maiko originated in 
Hawaii, where the cafe opened its first 
stand. Quach, and his partner Tung 
Tran, are seasoned travelers. When they 
visited Hawaii, they were excited to see a 
Japanese-style matcha stand, which was 
called Matcha Café Maiko. They tried 
the soft serve matcha and fell in love. 
They then decided to bring the stand to 
Houston and add to the city’s  already 
vibrant melting pot. 

Matcha is a finely ground green tea 
leaf powder that originates from China 
but is very popular in Japan. At Quach 
and Tran’s cafe, matcha is served in 
multiple ways; there are traditionally 
brewed matcha and hojicha teas, as well 
as matcha soft-serve, parfaits, lattes, 
frappes, floats and other interesting 

concoctions. The top sellers are the 
matcha latte float and the Maiko special.

My first impressions of Matcha Café 
Maiko were that the location is quite 
cozy, that the workers are extremely 
friendly and that the space is geared 
toward college students. 

When I asked Quach about how he 
and his partner designed the space, 
he explained that they had found the 
location first and fit the decor and 
space organization to the shop’s original 
architecture. The front section of the cafe 
is more open and designed to allow for 
casual conversation, whereas the back 
section is designed with the student in 
mind, as there are booths with copious 
numbers of pillows. This study area 
has a much more relaxed environment 
where friends can hang out, enjoy a nice 
matcha tea latte or be productive. 

Quach said that he called on his 
own student experience to help him 
understand how to best design that 
space, and that he and his partner sat in 
every corner of the space to make sure it 
was perfect for its patrons. Overall, the 
cafe’s aesthetic mimics that of Japanese 
interior design and makes itself both 
comfortable and inviting.         

I tried the matcha tea latte float, which 

is a blended vanilla and matcha soft 
serve that lies on top of an iced matcha 
latte. The soft serve was wonderful and 
light, and the sweetness of the vanilla 
complemented its smooth but bitter 
taste. As a caffeine junkie, I was pretty 
sure that I had finally met my perfect 
match. Not only was the soft serve full 
of sugar, the matcha has pretty high 
caffeine levels for a tea. 

I also tried the iced matcha tea and 
the iced hojicha. Between the two, I 
preferred the matcha. I’ve sampled 
different renditions of the beverage at 
different coffee shops across Houston, 
and by far, this was the best matcha I 
have ever had. It was smooth and rich 

and didn’t have the same biting bitter 
flavor of other kinds of  matcha teas I’ve 
tried. The matcha at Matcha Café Maiko 
is imported all the way from Japan, and 
it’s obvious from the taste that it is of a 
very high quality. 

To top it off, the owners also serve as 
an example of local community members 
living out their passions. Quach and Tran 
were extremely appreciative of the local 
community’s support on opening day, 
when they ran out of product supplies 
and were completely sold out over an 
hour before closing. To them, it was 
important to keep the store authentic to 
its origins. For any college student, this 
is definitely a must-try.
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So matcha love: Matcha Café Maiko, Hawaiian cafe, opens

MATCHA CAFÉ MAIKO
Hours: 12 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Price: $$

Location: 6650 Corporate Drive

Recommended Dish: Soft serve, 
iced matcha tea

Left: The matcha tea latte float features a blend of vanilla and matcha soft serve.
Right: The ambiance of the cafe makes it very appealing to college students looking for an aesthetic 
place to be productive.

ariana engles / thresher

Everything in Texas has to 
be bigger, so we couldn’t 
just have a stand.

Thinh Quach
MATCHA CAFÉ MAIKO PARTNER

FOOD
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‘Crazy Rich Asians’: more than just a rom-com
TINA LIU
THRESHER STAFF

The last major Hollywood film featuring 
an all-Asian cast, Joy Luck Club, was 
released 25 years ago. After enduring years 

of nerdy, martial arts-performing, sidekick 
caricaturesque portrayals in mass media, I’ve 
been eagerly awaiting the release of “Crazy 
Rich Asians,” a more humanizing and sexy 
film based on the novel written by Kevin Kwan. 
There’s no doubt that the film is a historic 
win for representation. The anticipation 
surrounding the film, dubbed by some as the 
“Asian Black Panther,” led to a lot of concerns 
about its success and its implications for 
future Asian and Asian-American actors and 
directors. These concerns were dispelled as 
the romantic comedy raked in $25.2 million 
on its opening weekend, clearly appealing 
to audiences both inside and outside of the 
Asian community.

The story centers on Rachel Chu, an Asian-

CRAZY RICH ASIANS

Running Time: 121 minutes

Rating: PG-13

Genre: Drama/Comedy

American New York University economics 
professor played by Constance Wu, and Nick 
Young, a member of one of the richest families 
in Singapore played by Henry Golding, as 
they finally introduce themselves as a couple 
to Young’s family. Their romance is strained 
not only by familial pressures and rejection, 
but also by cultural clashes and differences in 
social status. 

Despite the possibility of making the 
characters in this movie haughty and 
unrelatable, all of the crazy rich Asians are 
authentic characters. Their portrayals made 
it easy to empathize  both with a woman 
who buys $1.2 million earrings and a mother 
who is set on tearing her son’s relationship 
apart. The film really highlights the Asian 
and Asian-American struggle to display love 
and affection, especially in clashing cultures 
of collectivism and individualism. For 
example, Nick and Rachel have a fallout after 
a confrontation with Nick’s mother. While 
Nick promises that he wants nothing to do 
with his family anymore, Rachel understands 
that if he chooses her, he will end up losing 
his family; if Nick chooses his family, he might 
spend his whole life resenting his mother.

“Crazy Rich Asians” also boasts a 
heroine that isn’t simply a hot mess bound 
for a makeover. The strong female leads 
combat the archetypal svelte, dainty and 
submissive Asian female that fuels a 
common fetishization. Rachel has a secure 
job and stable relationships with not only 
her boyfriend but also her friends and her 
mother and isn’t completely clumsily falling 
into Nick’s world. She tries her hardest to love 
Nick but has unwavering morals that she isn’t 
willing to compromise to keep him. Similarly, 
Astrid, Nick’s cousin, is the breadwinner of 
her family. She ends up leaving her cheating 
husband, claiming that it isn’t her job to 
make him feel like a man. The whole film has 
a strong matriarchal feel that doesn’t leave 
Asian women on the sidelines.

A common struggle of being an Asian-
American is reconciling the hyphen between 
the words, losing the identity of both trying 
to be “Asian enough” or “American enough.” 
That struggle is poignantly displayed when 
Nick’s mother tells Rachel she will “never be 
enough.” Rachel shows a familiar discomfort 
with consistently being asked to prove 
authenticity in being Chinese or American, 
proving to be too foreign for either culture 
depending on longitudinal location. Having 
that unease played so delicately by a cast that 
is all Asian is cathartic.   

Despite the beautiful writing and direction 
of “Crazy Rich Asians,” it falls into some 
problematic tropes. Awkwafina’s character 
portrayal of Peik Lin goes beyond sassy 
sidekick and instead comes across as an 
inherently caricaturesque version of a sassy 
black sidekick. No doubt, Awkwafina’s 
entire career is built on reaping blackness, 
and it’s in poor taste to write her character 
in a way to “defy stereotypes” or seem like a 
radical comedic relief. Additionally, in the 
opening scene of “Crazy Rich Asians,” Nick’s 
mother experiences direct racism when the 
hotel denies her a room despite her having 
booked one. The mother ends up buying 
the hotel, and while the scene ends on an 
empowering note, it’s no coincidence the 
film ends up centered on a wealthy, privilege-
driven Singaporean family. The perpetuation 
of the model minority myth is fueled by the 
copious number of highly-educated, affluent 
characters present in the film.

While the film doesn’t represent the vast 
diversity of East Asia or Asian-American 
experiences, it is important to note that 
the complexities and richness of the Asian 
diaspora cannot be completely encapsulated 
in a single film. Media representation is a 
conduit for dispelling sentiments of white 
dominance, especially in the entertainment 
industry. Yes, the film has pretty, petty ladies, 
shirtless guys and trite rom-com characters. 
Yes, the film doesn’t highlight the economic or 
racial divisions between Asian ethnic groups. 
Yes, the film really only highlights East 
Asians, and shouldn’t be representative of all 
Asians. However, “Crazy Rich Asians” is an 
amazingly emotional film that resonates with 
so many Asian-Americans, and it would be 
unfair to hold the film to such a high standard 
for representation of all Asian-American 
experiences. And yes, you should go see it.

FILM

Constance Wu’s character consistently breaks pre-existing stereotypes about Asian women.

Despite the beautiful 
writing and direction 
of “Crazy Rich Asians,” 
it falls into some 
problematic tropes.

courtesy warner studios
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FOR THE THRESHER

One might find a giant golden head by 
the roadside jarring, but Travis Scott finds 
it the best way to introduce an album. 
Eccentric, moody and fresh, his third 
studio album matches the bold statement 
of that introduction and exceeds 
expectations. After much anticipation, 
“ASTROWORLD” is finally here. 

The excitement surrounding 
“ASTROWORLD” began nearly two years 
ago when the Houston-based rapper 
announced that the project would 
succeed his 2016 album, “Birds in the 
Trap Sing McKnight.” Such prolonged 
anticipation left many worried that 
Scott would be unable to deliver on the 
hype surrounding the album. However, 
contrary to the fears of his doubters, 
“ASTROWORLD” builds on the success 
of Scott’s previous albums, “Rodeo” 
and “Birds in the Trap Sing McKnight.” 
The eclectic sound of the album owes to 
the musical influences of Scott as well a 
production team that ranges from Tame 
Impala to 808 Mafia. The ethereal sound 
of songs like “STOP TRYING TO BE GOD” 
balance the hard-hitting trap sound of 
songs like “STARGAZING,” all while the 
album delivers an up-and-down journey 
of Travis’ experiences as a maturing artist.

“ASTROWORLD” is a clear homage to 
the city of Houston, which the Missouri 
City-raised Scott has always professed 
as his hometown. The album’s title 
is derived from a former Six Flags 
theme park of the same name located 
in Houston. AstroWorld was opened 
in the late 1960s and was situated 
near the Astrodome and NRG Stadium 
until 2005, when it was closed. In 
the weeks leading up to the album’s 
release, gigantic golden inflatables in 
the shape of Travis Scott’s head were 

placed around the U.S., reminiscent of 
the entrance to AstroWorld’s “Texas 
Cyclone” roller coaster. The golden Travis 
head would go on to be the centerpiece 
of the “ASTROWORLD” album cover. 
Scott attributes the park’s closure to 
the moody and at times angry sound on 
“ASTROWORLD.” As Scott told British 
HQ in 2017, “They tore down ‘AstroWorld’ 
to build more apartment space. That’s 
what it’s going to sound like, like taking 
an amusement park away from kids. We 
want it back ... That’s why I’m doing it. It 
took the fun out of the city.”

Other Houston tributes spread 
throughout the album include that to 
famous native DJ Screw on the song 
“R.I.P. SCREW.” Before the rise of a 
newer wave of trap stars like Travis Scott 
and Maxo Kream, Houston was widely 
recognized as the home of the influential 
chopped and screwed music style, a DJ 
technique created by DJ Screw in which 
a song is slowed, then scratched and 
skipped multiple times throughout, 
inducing a feeling of intoxication. The 
style was continuously used by Houston 
legends like Paul Wall and UGK and 
expanded to mainstream use over time. 
On his Beats 1 show .Wav Radio following 
the album release, Scott praised Screw 
for his unique work, saying “DJ Screw is 
the sound of music.” Accordingly, Scott’s 
discography has shown this influence 
throughout his career, especially here 
in songs like “R.I.P. SCREW” and “STOP 
TRYING TO BE GOD.”

There were many features on the 
album, but despite this, Scott was always 
the one in control of each song. It was 
because of this that the album actually 
felt like an amusement park, as was 
intended. Each song is a ride, and each 

ride is different. Every feature feels 
perfect because Scott mixes his dark, 
ominous production with whatever style 
the featured artist is known for, uniting 
slightly similar, yet unique attractions 
under one exciting carnival. The enigmatic 
Frank Ocean emerges from a post-Blonde 
hiatus to ride the “CAROUSEL” early in 
the album. The Drake-Tay Keith combo 
that gave us “Nonstop” lunges from the 
shadows of a haunted house in “SICKO 
MODE.” The Weeknd, Pharrell Williams 
and Kevin Parker of Tame Impala co-star 
on “SKELETONS” for a psychedelic-trap 
ferris wheel ride produced by Tame Impala 
themselves. This theme is apparent even 
through the last song “COFFEE BEAN,” 
which is noticeably calmer and more 
contemplative than the rest of the album, 
feeling as though the listener has reached 
the end of a day at the amusement park, 
with all energy spent and a mind focused 
only on recounting the day. The whole 
of the album feels as though Scott has 
introduced each thrilling aspect of his 
life in rapid succession, closing by 
crashing after the high and confronting 
the reality of his life.

One of the most impressive aspects of 
the album is that amid an increasingly 
streaming-focused music culture, in 
which artists create albums often too large 
to maintain quality throughout (e.g., the 
24-song, nearly two-hour Migos album 
“Culture II”), Scott’s 17-song project 
feels like it has no throwaway tracks. 
“AstroWorld” brings to a close the stylistic 
development and climactic procession 
that began with mixtape “Owl Pharaoh,” 
and is a more than impressive conclusion. 
As Scott proclaimed on the song “WHO? 
WHAT?”: “Ain’t seen the best yet? Open 
up your eyes.”

‘ASTROWORLD’ brings listeners on the 
rollercoaster of Travis Scott’s mind

ASTROWORLD
Genre: Hip-hop/Rap

Top Tracks: ‘SICKO MODE,’ 
‘SKELETON’

MUSIC

Houston Restaurant 
Week for the 
College Student
CHRISTINA TAN
A&E EDITOR

While the heat outside might not 
feel like a blessing, Houstonians are 
blessed with something else: world-
class food at cheaper prices than those 
found in New York or Paris. But “cheap” 
high-class food for college students 
usually entails ordering an appetizer 
and filling up at Whataburger later. 
Enter Houston Restaurant Week, or 
rather, month. From Aug. 1 to Sept. 3, 
over 280 Houston restaurants that you 
and I might call “way too fancy for 
Saturday dinner” open their menus 
for set prices. $20 brunch, $20 lunch, 
and $35 to $45 dinner means a more 
affordable way to tickle the taste buds. 
To top it off? All restaurants donate 
some portion of your bill to the Houston 
Food Bank to help fight hunger through 
food pantries, soup kitchens and other 
organizations. These set prices mean 
restaurants varying widely in caliber 
serve you their food at the same price 
as their neighbors. They also mean that 
partaking in Houston Restaurant Week 
requires careful research and planning 
(basically, please don’t order a Caesar 
salad if you’re coughing up money 
for these dinners). Behold our 2018 
recommendations:

BRUNCH ($20)
Backstreet Cafe
1103 S. Shepherd Drive
Yelp rating: 4/5 stars with 1159 reviews
Vegetarian and vegan options available
Food in a phrase: New American 
brunch with delicious mimosas
Best bang for your buck: house-cured 
salmon bagel entrée

LUNCH ($20)
Hugo’s
1600 Westheimer Road
Yelp rating: 4/5 stars with 1079 reviews
Vegetarian and vegan options available
Food in a phrase: A Houston classic 
serving lunch, Mexican-style
Best bang for your buck: huarache de res

DINNER ($35 OR $45)
Peli Peli Galleria ($45)
5085 Westheimer Road
Yelp rating: 4.5/5 stars with 1247 
reviews
Food in a phrase: Unique decor to 
match unique South African dishes
Best bang for your buck: flavors of 
South Africa steak

This article has been condensed for 
print. The full version can be found 
online at ricethresher.org.

FOOD

Scott’s golden head is a reference to a ride in Six Flags AstroWorld, a Houston theme park that 
closed in 2005. Scott also placed inflatable versions of this head around the country before the 
album release.

courtesy pitchfork

There were many 
features on the album, 
but despite this, Scott 
was always the one in 
control of each song.
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New season, new coach, new opening-
day quarterback … new record? Rice’s 
football team has undergone an upheaval 
during this past offseason, but the full 
impact of these changes will only be 
seen as the Owls embark on their 2018 
campaign. 

David Bailiff, the Owls’ head coach 
from 2007 to 2017, was fired at the end of 
last season after the team posted a 1-11 
record. In his place, Rice hired new head 
coach Mike Bloomgren, who previously 
served as the director of offense at 
Stanford University. Under Bloomgren, 
the Cardinal scored 32.3 points per game 
last season, the 34th-best in the country. 
In comparison, the Owls averaged 16.2 
points per game, making them the 7th-
worst offense overall.

Now Bloomgren faces the task of 
replicating some of that west coast success 
in the heart of Texas. One of his first steps 
toward achieving this is implementing a 
new culture around Rice football. 

“The main thing [the coaching staff is] 
instilling in the players is that everything 
matters in this program,” Bloomgren said. 
“We want them to understand that we do 
the little things around here. We understand 
that this is a process, but if our players can 
commit to getting better every day and 
committing themselves to the process, we 
believe good results will come.” 

The Owls are coming off of three 
straight losing seasons, but Bloomgren 
said he is pleased with his team’s attitude 

and progress during the offseason.
“I don’t think I get the sense they have 

a discouraged mindset; this is a resilient 
group of guys,” Bloomgren said. “For 
them to go through everything they have 
gone through and to continue to show up 
every day trying to get better is very much 
appreciated by our staff.” 

Bloomgren will have plenty of 
opportunities to see whether his words 
have taken root in his players. In addition 
to its usual litany of Conference-USA 
conference opponents, Rice also plays 
five non-conference opponents, including 
Prairie View A&M University, Louisiana 
State University, Wake Forest University, 
the University of Hawaii and cross-town 
rival University of Houston at the Bayou 
Bucket. During these games, according 
to Bloomgren, the Owls will receive 
help from newcomers as well as many 
returning veterans.

“We have several talented players 
that I think will really have productive 
seasons,” Bloomgren said. “I’d have 
to start with guys that have played a 
lot of football here, guys like [junior 
defensive tackle] Zach Abercrumbia, 
[junior defensive tackle] Roe Wilkins, 
[graduate senior defensive end] Graysen 
Schantz and [senior offensive lineman] 
Sam Pierce. I really feel like we have an 
extremely talented [running back] group 
led by [senior] Austin Walter and [junior] 
Emmanuel Esukpa. I also have to mention 
[senior kicker] Jack Fox here; he is a 
stud. These guys have all been extremely 
productive over the years and we are 
expecting the same from them this year.” 

Even with old faces anchoring the team, 
the Owls’ opening-day offensive leader 
will be someone new. Sam Glaesmann, 
last year’s starting quarterback, has 
transitioned to wide receiver. But even 
without Glaesmann, Rice still has six 
quarterbacks on the roster, including 
a graduate transfer from Vanderbilt 
University and two true freshman. As a 
result, a quarterback competition has been 
underway since the beginning of camp.

When asked about the quarterback 
depth chart, Bloomgren declined to name 
a starter, but offered an update on the 
selection process.

“There are several very talented 
[quarterbacks] in the room and only one 
can start,” Bloomgren said. “I am very 
pleased with the amount of progress that 
group has made since the spring. I would 
say right now [graduate transfer] Shawn 
[Stankavage] and [junior] Jackson [Tyner] 
are really leading that competition at the 
moment. For us, it is going to be about who 
can put us in the best possible situation 
to win football games. That means not 
turning the ball over, getting our offense 
in the best possible play and [being] a 
master of our system. We will not make 
a decision on the starter until later in the 
week of our first game.” 

According to Bloomgren, both 
Stankavage and Tyner will have the 
opportunity to play in Rice’s opener. 

The Owls open the season at home 
on Aug. 25, facing Prairie View A&M 
University at 6 p.m. Admission is free for 
Rice students upon presentation of valid 
Rice ID.

Bloomgren aims for fresh start
FOOTBALL

SCHEDULE
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M

SOUTHERN MISS

UAB

UTEP

HOUSTON

WAKE FOREST

FIU

LOUISIANA TECH

HAWAI’I

UTSA

NORTH TEXAS

LSU

OLD DOMINION 

Aug 25 / 6:00 PM

Sept 22 / 6:00 PM

Oct 13 / 12:00 PM

Nov 3 / 2:30 PM

Sept 1 / 11:00 AM

Sept 29 / TBA

Oct 20 / 6:30 PM

Nov 10 / 6:00 PM

Sept 8 / 11:00 PM

Oct 6 / 6:00 PM

Oct 27 / 3:00 PM

Nov 17 / TBA

Nov 24 / 12:00 PM

VS

AT

VS

VS

VS

AT

AT

AT

AT

VS

AT

AT
VS

Redshirt freshman Jordan Myers rushes for a touchdown during last year’s 31-14 victory over the University of Texas, El Paso. The win marked the Owls’ only one of the season, a record new head 
coach Mike Bloomgren will aim to improve on with a mixture of veteran returners and new faces. Bloomgren expects to test out two quarterbacks in Saturday’s season opener against Prairie  View 
A&M: graduate transfer Shawn Stankavage and junior Jackson Tyner. Both are expected to compete for the Owls’ starting role, and their early season performance will likely dictate the outcome.

brian kanof / thresher

Follow us!
Want up-to-the-minute Rice Ath-
letics news? Check our Twitter for 
the latest Rice Owls news.
Follow us @ThresherSports

Fall Preview 
Look ahead to the football, vol-
leyball, soccer and cross country 
teams’ fall seasons with the 
Thresher’s preview package.
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Aiming to improve on last year’s 
21-10 record, Rice’s volleyball team 
is already racking up accolades. 
The Owls were picked to finish 
second in the conference behind 
only perennial powerhouse Western 
Kentucky University in the preseason 
Conference USA Coaches’ Poll, 
which would be an improvement 
on last year’s third place finish. 
On the individual side, sophomore 
outside hitter Nicole Lennon and 
junior middle blocker Grace Morgan 
were named to the 12-person C-USA 
Preseason Team. 

Lennon was the first C-USA 
Freshman of the Year in Rice history 
last season, leading all freshmen in 
the NCAA with 1,313 total attacks and 
finishing second in the conference 
with 425 kills. Morgan led the Owls 
in total blocks last season, also 
finishing second on the team in kills, 
points, hitting percentage and blocks 
per set. Morgan’s strong all-around 
performance earned her a spot on the 
C-USA first team. 

The Owls lost two seniors, one 
early graduate and one redshirt 
junior from last season. However, the 
team is joined by five new faces on 
the roster, including junior transfer 
outside hitter Tori Woogk. 

Middle blocker Anota Adekunle 
and setter Carly Graham highlight 
the freshman class. Adekunle, from 
Humble, led her team to a district 
championship in her junior season. 
Graham, from Spring, was an Under 
Armour Second-Team All-American 
honoree during her senior season, 
during which she led her team to a 
31-5 record. 

The Owls hope that these 
new additions will help them 
build on last year’s strong 
season, when they reached the 
National Invitational Volleyball 
Championship tournament. 
Despite their regular season 
success, however, the Owls lost 
their first match of the NIVC to 
Texas State University, falling in 
three straight sets. 

The Owls open up their regular 
season with this weekend’s Red 
Raider Classic at Texas Tech 
University. Rice will face off against 
three out-of-conference rivals before 
returning to Houston the weekend of 
Aug. 31 for the Adidas Invitational. 
There, they will face the University 
of South Carolina, which finished 
No. 9 in the SEC Preseason Coaches’ 
Poll, Liberty University and Houston 
Baptist University. The Owls face eight 
teams who ranked among the top 100 
teams in the country in 2017 by RPI. 

Rice opened its preseason 

slate with a 3-0 sweep over their 
crosstown rivals, the University 
of Houston. Following last 
year’s five-set quarterfinal 
elimination in the Conference 
USA Championship, the Owls will 
seek to improve their performance 
in this year’s tournament, starting 
on Nov. 16. If the preseason is any 
indication, things are looking up.
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MADISON BUZZARD
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR  / MCB13@RICE.EDU 

Junior midfielder Erin Mikeska was 
nestled in bed, eager to kick off a new soccer 
season with her team’s spring international 
trip to Spain. The coaching staff put together 
the trip to try to help the soccer team move 
forward after the 2017 season ended in 
heartbreak in the first round of the NCAA 
tournament.  Unfortunately for Mikeska, she 
and her team would have to wait to enjoy 
their journey. 

“We were supposed to fly out [to Spain] at 
4 a.m. on the Saturday, and Friday night our 
airline called us and said, ‘Sorry, your flight 
has been cancelled because we are having 
an employee strike,’” Mikeska said. “We had 
to get new flights and we got there a couple 
of days late, but we still got to do everything 
we wanted to do. We went on two bike tours, 
and we had an authentic Spanish meal with 
tapas and paella.”

Once the Owls arrived, the trip quickly 
became an exhibitional warm-up for 
the season. Legendary Spanish club FC 
Barcelona women’s squad was first to 
challenge Rice, and six-time Copa de la 
Reina champion RCD Espanyol Femení also 
scrimmaged. 

“We learned a lot from how much passion 
[Spanish teams] have for the game,” Mikeska 
said. “How they play is called tiki-taka, one, 

two-touch passing. The first team we played 
in Spain really did that and when we got back 
we were like ‘Hey, we should try to do that.’ 
It’s hard to play [tiki-taka] on the bigger field 
because the way [other teams] pressure and 
defend doesn’t allow us to play that style. I 
think if we play a team which allows us to do 
it, it would come alive.”

Head coach Nicky Adams did not 
schedule Rice’s trip to Barcelona and 
Valencia with the intention of ditching her 
preferred physical play to a more technical, 
tiki-taka style attack. Rather, Adams planned 
the unprecedented exhibition to give her 
players a buffer into a new season after last 
year’s emotional roller-coaster. 

The highs of last season included 
winning the Conference USA regular season 
title and accumulating an impressive 9-0-1 
mark in conference play. Graduated seniors 
Nia Stallings and Samantha Chaiken were 
named first team All Conference USA, and 
junior Maya Hoyerwas a stalwart in goal.

Once tournament play began, the Owls’ 
luck turned. A disappointing loss to University 
of North Carolina, Charlotte knocked Rice 
out of the C-USA tournament in the first 
round. Despite the early exit, Rice earned an 
at-large bid to the NCAA tournament — but 
a stacked Baylor University squad was too 
much to handle.

Now, the Owls’ challenge is to replace 
their two leading goal-scorers and locker 

room leaders.
“We lost eight seniors,” Adams said. “We 

lost three starters in some really key positions. 
You lose [former senior] Mallory Radke at the 
left back, you lose Chaiken who was not only 
a great player in the middle of the park but 
was a great leader as well. And then you lose 
Stallings in your attack. One thing I am proud 
of is that we have players with the depth 
that can step in and create their own game. 
Tactically, I think we have the people to play 
similar styles [to last season] but we are 
extremely young. We have 15 underclassmen 
and only eight upperclassman. There will be 
some growing pains.”

Likely to step up for Rice is senior forward 
Annie Walker. Walker is a two-time recipient 
of the Warrior Award, which is given to the 
Owl who plays with the most heart and 
desire during the season. Her work ethic is 
one reason Walker started all 18 matches last 
season, notching nine assists and four goals.   
Without Stallings, who was one of the best 
forwards to ever touch the pitch at Holloway 
Field, Walker will be tested to initiate more 
goal scoring chances for her teammates.

“My role is to lead and to lead well,” 
Walker said. “I want to lead in the right 
direction. It’s bringing people together and 
getting people on the same page, in the same 
mindset. We want to win, we want to play 
well, we want to play hard, and we want 
to play smart. We don’t want this to just be 

another season of Rice soccer. We want this 
to be the best season.”

Other players who look to feature for Rice 
include senior forward Marissa Topolski, 
technically gifted junior midfielder Lianne 
Mananquil and sophomore midfielder 
Rebecca Keane, who earned C-USA All-
Freshman Team and All-Conference USA 
Third Team honors last season. 

Development of these key players is a 
priority for Adams. The looming question is: 
even if the Owls’ underclassmen grow into 
their roles, will it be enough to build upon 
the conference title from last season?

“Let’s be honest,” Adams said. “There 
are so many factors that go into winning 
championships. Are we injury-free? Are 
we doing well academically? How does our 
schedule pan out for home versus away 
games? How is our internal leadership 
doing? How are our trainers? There are so 
many factors that go into it. Last year, every 
factor was on our side, which is so important 
to have to win championships as a mid-major 
program.”

Promising for Rice fans is Adams’ goal to 
surpass the limitations of mid-major success.

“Every program here, soccer specifically, 
has standards and expectations we expect 
to achieve every year,” Adams said. “One 
of those things is winning conference 
championships and making the NCAA 
tournament. Our sights are set there.”

SOCCER
SCHEDULE

SCHEDULE

SMU CHARLOTTE WESTERN KENTUCKY

TEXAS A&M - CC MIDDLE TENNESSEE FIU

SAMFORD UTSA FLORIDA ATLANTIC

ALABAMA UAB NORTH TEXAS

MEMPHIS LOUISIANA TECH C-USA

TULSA MARSHALL NCAA

Aug 23 / 7:00 PM Sep 16 / 12:00 PM Oct 14 / 12:00 PM

Aug 26 / 6:00 PM Sep 20 / 7:00 PM Oct 19 / 7:00 PM

Aug 31 / 7:00 PM Sep 23 / 6:00 PM Oct 21 / 1:00 PM 

Sep 2 / 7:00 PM Sep 30 / 1:00 PM Oct 26 / 7:00 PM

Sep 7 / 7:30 PM Oct 7 / 1:00 PM Oct 31 - Nov 4 / TBA

Sep 9 / 2:00 PM Oct 12 / 6:00 PM Nov 9 - Dec 2 / TBA

VS AT AT
AT VS VS
AT VS VS
AT AT AT
VS VS AT
VS AT AT

Junior forward Annie Walker fights for possession during last year’s 4-1 
victory over the University of Houston at Holloway Field. This year, Walker is 
expected to be one of the Owls’ top scorers as well as a leader on the field, 
working with her teammates to try and repeat as conference champions.

jiayi liu / thresher

VOLLEYBALL

AUG 24 / 10:00 AM         NORTH DAKOTA
AUG 24 / 5:00 PM         NORTHWESTERN STATE
AUG 25 / 12:00 PM                TEXAS TECH
AUG 31 / 6:30 PM                 SOUTH CAROLINA
SEP 1 / 11:00 AM                                      LIBERTY
SEP 1 / 7:00 PM  HOUSTON BAPTIST
SEP 4 / 6:00 PM              TEXAS STATE
SEP 7 / 4:00 PM   UTRGV
SEP 8 / 7:00 PM                         BAYLOR 
SEP 11 / 5:00 PM  STEPHEN F. AUSTIN
SEP 14 / 6:30 PM                      OLE MISS
SEP 15 / 11:00 AM              AUSTIN PEAY
SEP 15 / 7:00 PM         MCNEESE STATE
SEP 21 / 6:00 PM       UTEP
SEP 28 / 6:00 PM      UTSA
SEP 30 / 12:00 PM       WKU
OCT 5 / 7:00 PM                MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
OCT 7 / 1:00 PM       SOUTHERN MISS
OCT 12 / 6:00 PM                   MARSHALL 
OCT 14 / 1:00 PM            NORTH TEXAS
OCT 21 / 1:00 PM       LOUISIANA TECH
OCT 26 / 7:00 PM      UTSA
OCT 28 / 1:00 PM      UTEP
NOV 2 / 6:00 PM                CHARLOTTE
NOV 4 / 1:00 PM        UAB
NOV 8 / 6:00 PM  FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
NOV 10 / 12:00 PM          FIU
NOV 16-18 / TBA      C-USA

Junior McKay Kyle warms up before a match last season. Kyle will join 
pre-season honorees Nicole Lennon and Grace Morgan in the team’s 
quest to become Conference USA champions, a mark the team fell 
just short of last year despite their impressive regular-season play.

jiayi liu  / thresher

Championship goals 
for new season

Preseason success gives hope
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To learn more about how you can join the Student Philanthropy Committee, please visit 
giving.rice.edu/students or email ricespc@rice.edu. 

 

THANK YOU! 
On behalf of the Student Philanthropy Committee, we 

thank all of the Owls who gave back to Rice last fiscal year! 

    

MICHAEL BYRNES
SPORTS EDITOR  / MEB18@RICE.EDU 

This year, Rice’s men’s cross country 
team will look to build upon last season’s 
solid showing that saw them finish third 
at the Conference-USA Championships 
and seventh at NCAA South Central 
Regionals. Last year’s results continued 
their typical run of success, marking the 
ninth time in the past 13 years that the 
Owls were among the top three finishers 
at the conference meet. 

The biggest addition to the roster 
comes in the form of freshman Ace 
Castillo, a recruit out of Tuluso-Midway 
High School in Corpus Christi, where he 
was a two-time regional champion and 
a two-time runner-up in the state meet. 
Castillo will join a returning class led by 
sophomore Hociel Landa, who was the 
Owls’ top finisher in both conference and 
regional meets, earning a second team 
all-conference nod. 

Other notable returners include 
sophomore Alex Topini, senior Clay 
Musial and redshirt junior Adolfo 
Carvalho. Musial joined Landa as a 
second team all-conference recipient 
last season, and Carvalho and Topini 

consistently ranked among the Owls’ top 
runners, with Carvalho finishing second 
on the team at regionals. 

This year, Rice will compete in four 
meets before the C-USA Championships 
in late October. Their season begins at 
home on Sept. 8, with the 43rd annual 
Norry Hersey Rice Invitational — an event 
the Owls won last year, pacing the field 
of nine teams in the 6.25 kilometer race. 
The team will then head to the Texas 
A&M University and Houston Baptist 
University Invitationals in September 
before wrapping up their final pre-
conference meet at Pre-Nationals in 
Louisville.

Rice’s women’s cross country team 
had a similar showing to the men’s team 
last year. The Owls also finished third 
at the Conference-USA Championships 
and placed eleventh at the NCAA South 
Central Regional meet; this was the 
fourth straight top-three finish for the 
team in the conference meet.

But this year, the team’s incoming 
freshman class brings a new level of 
depth to the squad. Three freshmen — 
Ryann Helmers, Ashley Messineo, and 
Jenna Miles — all broke the 18-minute 

mark in the 5K as high school seniors, 
which would place them all in the top 5 
on the Owls’ depth chart. In particular, 
Helmers won the Virginia 5A State 
Championship meet and finished sixth 
in the Nike Cross Regional meet with a 
17:37 finish in the 5K.

They join top returners junior Khayla 
Patel and sophomore Lourdes Vivas de 
Lorenzi to form a formidable lineup for 
Rice. Last year, both Patel and Vivas de 
Lorenzi garnered All-Conference honors, 
with Patel earning a spot on the second 
team and de Lorenzi on the third team.

Like the men’s team, the women’s 
cross country team begins the season 
on Sept. 8 at home at the Norry Hersey 
Rice Invitational, a meet that they too 
triumphed in last year. They will then 
run in the Texas A&M, Roy Griak, and 
HBU invitationals before the conference 
meet on Oct. 27.

Both teams’ ultimate goal is to reach 
the NCAA Championships in Madison, 
Wisconsin. To do so, they must both qualify 
through NCAA South Central Regionals. 
The top two finishers at regionals earn an 
automatic bid, and the remaining nine 
teams competing in the championship 
meet are selected through at-large bids. 
The women’s squad was the last Rice team 
to make the NCAA Championships, in 2010.
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CROSS COUNTRY: OFF TO THE RACES
MEN’S SCHEDULE
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RICE INVITATIONAL

C-USA 

TEXAS A&M

HBU INVITATIONAL
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RICE INVITATIONAL

ARTURO BARRIOS

ROY GRIAK

Sept 7 / 6:45 PM

Oct 27 / TBA

Sept 7 / 6:15 PM
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Sept 29 / TBA

Nov 9-17 / TBA
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Oct 13 / TBA
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Sophomore Khayla Patel competes in last year’s 
42nd Annual Norris Hersey Rice Invitational. 

Freshman Hociel Landa leads the pack in last year’s Norry Hersey Rice Invitational. Landa 
will look to lead the Owls to another top showing in October’s C-USA Championship meet.

courtesy rice athleticscourtesy rice athletics
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It’s time to find, sharpen, and grow 
your leadership potential.  

Take advantage of these executive-quality leader 
development experiences. They are available, at  
no cost, to all Rice undergraduate students.

Register by September 14 for Activation  
one-on-one sessions

• Work with a personal leadership coach
• Available to all undergraduate students

Register by September 4 for Synthesis  
group sessions

• Facilitated by a leadership coach
• Available to students who have completed  

one-on-one coaching

Become the leader you 
were meant to be.  

Visit riceleader.org 
to register today.

TIME
LEAD

NOW

THE

TO

IS

ERIC BARBER
THRESHER STAFF / EMB11@RICE.EDU 

Rice’s reigning Conference USA-
champion soccer team suffered a tough 
loss on Friday night against in-state rival 
University of Texas, Austin. The stands 
were packed at Holloway Field as the end 
of Orientation Week brought in many new 
students to watch the Owls in their season 
opener. The visiting Longhorns were set 
to be a stern test for the Owls, opening the 
season as the No. 17-ranked team in the 
country. Rice, meanwhile, was not at full 

strength for the game, with regular starters 
senior Dominique Mazero and junior Louise 
Stephens out with injuries.

From the very start of the game, Texas 
threw players forward and pressured Rice. By 
doing so, the Longhorns were able to create 
a few chances within the first six minutes, 
two of which were shots on goal saved by 
junior goalkeeper Maya Hoyer. By fending 
off the early Texas pressure, Rice was able 
to counterattack. In the 10th minute, senior 
forward Marissa Topolski struck a shot from 
the right side of the field that would have 
beaten the Texas goalkeeper, but it clanked 

hard off the post.
“It’s kind of rough when you hit the 

post,” Topolski said. “At the same time, it 
showed that we were getting opportunities.”

For the next 20 minutes of the game, the 
Owls struggled to retain possession of the 
ball. After two more saves by Hoyer, Texas 
was able to take the lead with junior Cyera 
Hintzen scoring an unassisted goal for the 
Longhorns. In the 37th minute of the game, 
the Owls hit the post once more, off a shot 
from freshman Caleigh Boeckx.

“Those are momentum changers,” 
Rice head coach Nicky Adams said. “[If] 

we put those in, that’s going give us more 
momentum and the game changes.”

Within a minute, Texas was able to 
double its lead. A Rice foul led to a penalty 
kick for the Longhorns, which senior Katie 
Glenn converted after sending Hoyer the 
wrong way.

The second half was a more even affair 
than the first, with both teams taking six 
shots in the period, in part because Texas 
did not need to be as offensively-oriented 
with a two-goal advantage. But according to 
Boeckx, Rice came out of halftime with an 
aggressive mindset.

“We tried to go [into the second half] 
with the mentality that this is our house and 
this is our game,” Boeckx said. “Physicality 
was definitely an aspect that we wanted to 
bring into the game.”

Rice had plenty of opportunities in the 
second half, registering three shots on 
goal in the period. The Owls played lots of 
through balls, but their passes were not 
quite connecting.

“We have to pick our moments of when 
we’re going to hit the through ball and when 
we’re going to hit the person checking,” 
Topolski said. “More opportunities to play 
in games will fix that.”

Texas closed out Rice by scoring a third 
goal in the 87th minute. In total, the Owls 
had seven fewer shots on goal and had six 
fewer corners for the game, and Hoyer 
ended up with seven saves on the night. But 
according to Adams, this loss won’t define 
the season.

“[Texas is] No. 17 in the nation for a 
reason,” Adams said. “We have a really 
young team. We’re going to have some 
growing pains this year, but some of the 
things we did tonight were completely 
uncharacteristic of our team.”

The Owls next opponent is a home game 
against Southern Methodist University on 
Thursday night at 7 p.m.

“SMU is going to be a really well-
organized team, so decision-making on 
when and how we are going to go forward 
has to improve,” Adams said.

Sophomore forward Haley Kostyshyn dribbles the ball upfield during a match last year. The Owls struggled early in their season opener against 
the University of Texas, Austin on Friday night, as the Longhorns outscored the Owls 2-0 in the first half. Texas, who entered the game ranked as 
the No. 17 team in the country, used constant pressure on the Rice defense to create a multitude of goal-scoring opportunities.

jiayi liu  / thresher

Soccer’s season begins with disappointing loss to Texas
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to jobs@testmasters.com.

RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle 
&High School Math, Natural & Social Sci-
ence, Foreign Language, Humanities, and 
SAT/ACT prep. reliable transportation re-
quired. Pay is based upon a variety of fac-
tors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
sume to sri.iyengar@sriacademicservices.
com

I AM LOOKING for help with after school 
pick-up for my 13 son and 10 year old daugh-
ter. They go to schools in the Montrose area 
and we live in the Upper Kirby area. The po-
sition would be Mon-Friday starting at 2:30. 
The hours could be flexible. Please call or 
text 713-201-6622 or email larastaub@gmail.
com if interested in talking. 

FOR RENT: New, furnished, 1-BR, 1-bath 
garage apartment. New appliances, quartz 
countertops, hardwoods, in-unit washer/
dryer, secure entrance, lots of storage/
closet space. Close to Rice and light rail. 
Non-smoker, no pets, $1200 a month + utili-
ties. Contact: mlfernau@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Shannon Klein
Business Director

thresher-ads@rice.edu 
P.O. Box 1892

Houston, TX 77005-1892
(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire and written by Simona Matovic and designed by Areli Navarro Magallòn.  For comments or questions, please email sem11@rice.edu

The Rice Bubble is so impermeable that we decided to 
drop our own version of Travis Scott’s latest album. If you 
never make it beyond the hedges, queue this up after your 
weekly dose of Mr. Brightside. 

Swipin’ swipin’ swipin’ Imma stay grazin’
Eatin’ ‘cause of stress, catch me in the servery
Whatever I down, it got me gaining crazy
“Welcome Back Day” shirt’s too tight already

Rice Thre$her Backpage • 2018

Library

Satire • 2018

Astrowl World

Play Shuffle

STAYGRAZING1
Campus went wet, now what to do?
She said “Where we goin?” I said “Hanszen’s roof”
Hold up, is there a pregame in this room?
She thought it’d be more lit, it’s just our school.
Now get his advisor, that kid just puked.

I feel like we’re vibing, how about you? (someone said)
Wait are you a freshman, are you new? (someone said)
But she flirted with me!
Someone said ... oh shit ... someone said ...
At least it’s past O-Week.

DIS-O MODE3

Mmmm
Impossible for Wiess’ ventilation, 
To air out the frustration, repressed need for fornication,
More like Night of Pelvic Gyration,
Or nervous heart palpitation,
Worst slumber party, everybody’s undressed
“We can’t go back yet, I need to lower my purity test!”
Pause the play, get her squad, please 
cover your breast.

EW-NOD-FORNICATION16

(Hmmm-hmm) Stop Tryna Be Leebron
(Hmmm-hmm), Yes that’s at you, Lebron
(Hmmm-hmm) Your school’s nice but you forgot
(Hmmm-hmm) My extra e’s for “expensive tuition”
(Hmmm-hmm) Every year we raise it up
(Hmmm-hmm) That’s a promise I stay on

STOP TRYING TO BE LEEBRON5

Everytime We Touch




