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Two community DJ show hosts quit 
KTRU radio station following a dispute 
April 10 involving KTRU management and 
Houston rapper Joseph McVey, whose stage 
name is Z-Ro, and Charles Adams, who co-
hosts a radio show with McVey called “Big 
Angry & Z-Ro.”

KTRU Station Manager Hania Nagy said 
Z-Ro and Adams were invited to be featured 
on a hip-hop show by Amy Mueller, 
a community DJ who is not otherwise 
affiliated with Rice. 

Nagy said KTRU decided last-minute 
to record the interview off air to give the 
station time to decide whether to air it 
following student concerns regarding 
disparaging comments Z-Ro had reportedly 
made about a woman who accused him 
of assault. According to Adams, Z-Ro and 
Adams then refused to do the interview. 
Mueller and her co-host, who had run 
the hip-hop show for eight years, quit the 
station on the spot, according to a post 
Mueller made on Instagram. Mueller could 
not be reached by time of publication.

In a public statement, KTRU 
apologized to Z-Ro, Adams and Mueller 
said the last-minute decision-making 
was insensitive and unprofessional. 
Nagy, a Hanszen College sophomore, 
said Mueller informed her that Z-Ro 
and Adams would be featured on the 
show Mueller co-hosted the morning 
of their guest appearances, which were 
scheduled to take place at 10 p.m. 

Nagy said several student DJs expressed 
concerns throughout the day about Z-Ro’s 
alleged previous comments. She said 
students pointed to articles, such as one 

DJ dispute at KTRU 
sparks controversy

Pub temporarily shut down for alcohol infractions
DREW KELLER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  / AJK10@RICE.EDU 

Willy’s Pub will remain closed for the last 
week of the semester due to concerns regard-
ing the behavior of the student management 
team, according to Frank Rodriguez, the pres-
ident of the board of Valhalla & Willy’s Per-
mits, Inc., which oversees the business.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS
According to Rodriguez, while interview-

ing applicants for Pub staff on April 11, a Ley 
Student Center staff member observed mem-
bers of the Pub management team drinking 
alcohol in the second-floor conference room 
of the student center. 

Director of Student Media Kelley Lash, 
whose office is next to the conference room, 
said she noticed a mess in the restroom and 
students with beer in the conference room. 

Lash said she reported what she saw to 
student center director Kate Abad because she 
did not want students involved in student me-
dia to be blamed for any mess, which she said 
has occurred in the past. Lash advises KTRU, 
the Campanile and the Thresher, which are 
all located near the conference room.

“I didn’t want my students getting in trou-
ble when I knew my students weren’t on the 
floor that evening,” Lash said.

Lash said she assumed the students had 
permission to have alcohol, since she knew 

they were members of the Pub staff. She said 
Abad told her she would refer the incident to 
Student Judicial Programs, who Lash later 
had a conversation with.

Rodriguez said he found out from several 
managers that the alcohol came from Pub. 
Pub management declined to comment on 
details about the incident, though they said 
no hard alcohol was involved and all seven 
managers were present during interviews. 

“Alcohol cannot be taken out of Willy’s 
Pub,” Rodriguez said. “We have an on-prem-
ise license. Taking alcohol out of Willy’s Pub 
is a serious violation of the license. That was 
a huge red flag right there.”

Rodriguez said student center man-
agement emailed Pub’s general manager, 
Katie Mackall, the next day. The following 
morning, April 13, Rodriguez received a 
copy of the email and conferred with other 
members of the V&W board. He contacted 
Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson, 
who concurred with the board’s recom-
mendation that Pub be shut down for the 
semester. Rodriguez then informed Pub 
management.

“There are several that came forward and 
said we’re really sorry, it was a big lapse in 
judgment,” Rodriguez said. “It’s just a bad 
mistake from our point of view.”

Rodriguez said the board was concerned 
by the fact that the entire student manage-
ment team was involved in the incident.

“We were just worried about why they did 
this in the first place, why they couldn’t have 
done it at Willy’s instead,” Rodriguez said. 
“So there’s a lot of questions that we’re still 
needing to investigate.”

According to Rodriguez, the board held 
an emergency meeting on Monday, April 16 
at which the members decided to hold indi-
vidual interviews of the seven managers, as 
well as the two bartenders who were serving 
alcohol at Pub that night. While Mackall is a 
voting member of the board along with Rodri-
guez and four others, Rodriguez said she was 
not invited to the meeting since it concerned 
the actions of her and other managers.

Rodriguez said next semester should be 
“business as usual,” though the board will 
look at whether disciplinary action is needed 
for management. The V&W board has the au-
thority to suspend or remove managers, but 
does not normally select managers.

“Unless [selecting managers] was ab-
solutely necessary, we wouldn’t,” Rodri-
guez said.

The university plays no part in making 
personnel decisions at Pub, according to 
Hutchinson. However, under the code of stu-
dent conduct, a student on disciplinary pro-
bation, a sanction applied through the SJP 
and University Court process, cannot serve in 
a student organization leadership position.

Hutchinson said he would not comment 

ELLIOT STAHR
THRESHER STAFF /  ERS9@RICE.EDU 

Changes to next year’s Critical Thinking 
in Sexuality workshop include moving the 
course offerings to weekdays and hosting 
sessions within residential colleges in 
response to student feedback, according to 
Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
and Director of Sexual Violence and Title IX 
Support Allison Vogt. 

“Students were interested in having these 
sessions in the company of people that maybe 
they know better, because the conversations 
can be challenging,” Hutchinson said. “The 
feeling from our student advisors as well as 
from new students and from the staff was 
that this would facilitate more comfortable 
conversations in these workshops.”

According to Vogt, each residential college 

will offer four sections for the weekly CTIS 
workshop — either Monday and Wednesday 
or Tuesday and Thursday, beginning at 
either 7 p.m. or 8 p.m. Students will attend 
the course with fellow college members in 
classrooms at or near their own colleges. 

The move from weekends to weekdays 
aims to address students’ logistical 
complaints about taking the course on 
weekends, Hutchinson and Vogt said. 

Vogt said that rules for attendance will 
be the same as last fall; students will be 
required to attend every session or else 
request alternate assignments for missed 
classes. Students who fail to do so will receive 
a registration hold until they complete their 
required sessions. 

Hutchinson and Vogt both said they 
did not perceive problems with student 

Changes coming to CTIS following student criticism of pilot workshop

He might have referred to 
the collective [group of DJs] 
as bitches. He certainly 
didn’t refer to [Nagy] as a 
bitch.

 
Charles Adams

Radio Host

CTIS CHANGES 
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unwanted

Workshop offerings moved to weekdays

Each college will have 4 sections, either Monday and 
Wednesday or Tuesday and Thursday at 7 and 8 p.m.

Students will take CTIS with fellow residential 
college members at or near the residential college 

Student TAs added to workshop, 
goal of one TA per section 

Goal of all instructors being from Rice
infographic by sydney garrett

“If we set high expectations, students are going to 
achieve great things.”
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As of Feb. 20, Director of Student 
Judicial Programs Lisa DeLaTorre reports 
directly to Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson rather than Associate Dean of 
Undergraduates Don Ostdiek. According 
to Hutchinson, the change comes after 
Ostdiek and DeLaTorre disclosed a romantic 
relationship to him on Feb. 16.

“Under ordinary circumstances, we don’t 
share personal information about the private 
lives of any of our staff members, but in this 

case with the agreement of my staff members 
it seems entirely appropriate to say that I 
in fact do know that a relationship exists,” 
Hutchinson said.

Hutchinson said Ostdiek and DeLaTorre 
informed him in February and he restructured 
the line of reporting after consulting with 
human resources, general counsel and his 
superiors to ensure full compliance with 
university policies.

“As soon as they made me aware of the 
relationship I took the appropriate actions 
under the university’s policies and practices 
to eliminate any possible conflict of interest 
or even the appearance of a conflict of 
interest,” Hutchinson said. “I have no 
information to indicate that there is anything 
that should cause me concern prior to the 
date they disclosed to me.”

Rice’s conflict of interest policy prohibits 
a supervisor from engaging in a personal 
relationship with an employee. Hutchinson 
said he focused on ensuring that there is no 
violation of university regulations. 

“There are lots of [inter-employee] 
relationships out there,” he said. “The key is 
not that there should not be an interpersonal 
relationship but that they cannot produce 
conflicts of interest due to reporting lines.”

Hutchinson said he has no reason to 
believe any university policies were broken 
or any university resources were used in an 
incorrect manner, and that the university 
has extensive procedures in place to ensure 
accountability in administrative, financial 
and student judicial activities. Hutchinson 
oversees Ostdiek and DeLaTorre and said he 
has not seen anything that raises concerns.

If any members of the Rice community 
raise concerns with him, Hutchinson said he 
looks into them. He said he would not discuss 
any specific case, but that the process of 
ensuring compliance with university policies 
and practices is always ongoing.

DeLaTorre now joins the director of 
student health services as the only director-
level positions to report directly to the 
dean. Generally, directors report to the four 
associate deans, who report to Hutchinson. 

DeLaTorre declined to comment on 
personal matters or career plans. Ostdiek did 
not respond to a request for comment.

“I am not interested in rumors or the 
opportunity to redirect campus chatter, and 
would prefer to spend my working hours on 
the mission of Student Judicial Programs,” 
DeLaTorre said.

Hutchinson urged students to stick to 
what they know to be factual.

“We should have our conversations 
around what we know to be factually true 
and not based upon idle speculation,” he 
said.

SJP structure changed to avoid conflict 
of interest following relationship

As soon as they made me 
aware of the relationship I 
took the appropriate actions.

 
John Hutchinson

Dean of Undergraduates

on specific disciplinary cases. Generally 
speaking, he said unregistered organized 
events with alcohol are in violation of Rice’s 
alcohol policy, and that for the purposes of 
the alcohol policy there are no private spaces 
in the student center.

CAUSE OF SUSPENSION
Rodriguez said the primary motivation 

for the board was to protect Pub’s liquor 
license. Hutchinson said it is important to 
demonstrate follow-up on possible license 
violations for future review by the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission.

“The future operations of both Pub and 
Valhalla depend 100 percent on the existence 
of that license, and therefore violations have 
to be dealt with quickly,” Hutchinson said. 

Rodriguez said Purvez Captain, the vice 
president of the board, told him that drinking 
while conducting interviews is a Pub tradition. 
Rodriguez said that if the managers had been 
doing so in Pub rather than elsewhere in the 
student center, the board would not have 
deemed it necessary to shut it down.

Rodriguez said the board primarily 
concerns itself with Pub’s legal compliance 
and financial matters.

“We tend to give both Pub and Valhalla a 
lot of leeway to formulate their policies and 
manuals for training staff,” Rodriguez said. 
“We’re not there to hold their hand.”

Rodriguez said the board decided private 
sales and private events that have already been 
scheduled may still take place. Pub Finance 
Manager Kira Luscher said management will 
still train all new hires. After this last week 
of the semester, Pub will only hold private 
events for the duration of the summer.

ADDRESSING RUMORS
While Rodriguez said he has not instructed 

the managers to avoid speaking about the 
incident and Hutchinson said he has had no 

communication with them, Mackall and other 
managers said they wanted to wait until the 
conclusion of investigations to comment.

“Nothing has developed fully,” Head 
Bartender Drew Keefer, a Wiess College 
sophomore, said. “[Having] a partial image 
out there at this stage isn’t conducive to 
providing answers to anybody, since there 
haven’t been concrete decisions made.” 

Mackall, a McMurtry College junior, said 
management has been following student 
reactions to the shutdown on social media.

“We’ve definitely recognized a lot of 
support, a lot of interest in the situation, a 
lot of maybe misplaced aggression at the 
administration,” Mackall said.

Mackall and other managers said they had 
heard many rumors regarding reasons for 
Pub’s closure.

“There is one rumor that we have heard, 
that we served or we forced interviewees to 
drink beer,” Mackall said. “That is absolutely 
not the case.”

Mackall said the shutdown is personally 
difficult for management.

“Obviously we’re all sad,” Mackall said. 
“Pub is like our baby.”

While she said she was sorry for the impact 
on the student body, Luscher said the public 
shutdown is only a week long.

“It’s been generating a lot more publicity 
than it really needs to and I think it’s been 
blown somewhat out of proportion,” Luscher, 
a Jones College sophomore, said.

Events Manager Emma May Anderson, 
a Brown College junior, said the timeline of 
investigations is still unclear to managers. 
Mackall said they wished they could publicly 
explain more to students.

“We’re here to serve students, and we 
understand that right now that capacity 
isn’t being fulfilled,” Mackall said. “That’s 
something that we’re disappointed in and 
we’re sorry that we can’t clue the student body 
in more at this time.”

Willy’s Pub closed for rest of semester
PUB FROM PAGE 1

published by xxlmag information from 
a TMZ story based on unnamed sources, 
that reported Z-Ro said the accuser was 
merely seeking attention. According to the 
Houston Press, a grand jury cleared him of 
criminal aggravated assault charges, but the 
district attorney’s office subsequently filed 
a  misdemeanor assault charge against him.

“It wasn’t until right like 9:50 p.m. 
that I fully got the idea of how much 
[KTRU student DJs cared about it],” Nagy 
said. “We had [about five student] DJs 
threatening to basically quit. Regardless 
of what I thought was the right thing to do, 
I have to act in accordance with what the 
will of the station is, because that’s where 
our priorities are. Our priorities are with 
our DJs and with our students.”

Adams, who is also Z-Ro’s attorney, said 
KTRU used the charges brought against Z-Ro 
as an excuse to not put him on air.

“They would not have agreed to do the 
show if [the charges were] a stumbling 
block,” Adams said. “They were [actually] 
worried about him cursing on the air. They 
are now trying to rewrite the narrative that 
there were some ethical concerns about him 
being on the radio. And that’s not accurate. 

What they found to be problematic was they 
didn’t think this black man could do live 
radio without using language that might get 
them in trouble or talking about subjects 
that might get them in trouble. And that’s so 
unbelievably bigoted, it’s insane.”

Nagy said a DJ once did a phone 
interview with Pinegrove, “a super, super 
white band,” but after concerns regarding 
sexual coercion allegations against a band 
member, KTRU never aired it.

According to Adams, he and Z-Ro arrived 
at the station while Mueller was arguing 
with Nagy and other student DJs about how 
to handle the issue. 

“[Nagy] had been talking to me and 
[Mueller] about Z-Ro like he wasn’t standing 
two feet away, directing all of the comments 
to the two of us,” Adams said. “Then she 
decides that he’s worthy of doing the show, 
and at that point Z-Ro said, fuck you, fuck 
you, fuck you, I’m out.” 

Nagy said Adams began lecturing her and 
the two other student DJs present, making it 
difficult to turn to Z-Ro. She said that once 
she turned to Z-Ro, he reacted angrily.

“So [Z-Ro] got on his Instagram story and 
he started recording in the station, and he 
says like ‘I’m at KTRU Rice radio, with like 

these racist mother f-ers and then I was like, 
‘Hold on, wait’ and he was like, ‘Bitch, shut 
up,’” Nagy said.

Nagy said she checked the Instagram 
story after and the last part had been 
deleted. Adams denied this characterization 
of events.

“He might have referred to the collective 
[group of DJs] as bitches. He certainly didn’t 
refer to [Nagy] as a bitch,” Adams said. “He 
might have referred to the two young males. 
He was upset, his feelings were hurt. They 
were literally treating him as if he was this 
subhuman.”

Student DJ Benjamin Jones said he 
expressed concerns before the show 

that Z-Ro’s reported claims were based 
on derogatory stereotypes of women as 
untrustworthy and vain and were not in line 
with the values of KTRU or Rice.

“If Z-Ro and Adams had done the 
interview on KTRU, I think they would have 
either a) ignored the issue completely or b) 
if confronted, used our station as a platform 
for this harmful language. As a Rice student 
and KTRU DJ, I think victim-blaming has no 
place here,” Jones, a Jones College senior, 
said.

KTRU is now considering a new policy 
mandating that DJs give at least one week 
notice before interviews to avoid similar 
disputes in the future.

KTRU FROM PAGE 1

KTRU management, Houston radio hosts at odds over scheduled guest appearance
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attendance and participation in the weekend 
class, and the changes were made to ease 
course scheduling for students. 

“Attendance was a lot better than I thought 
it was going to be, and I think the students 
engaged in the way that we would hope,” Vogt 
said. “It’s just that I know that they weren’t 
pleased about having it on the weekend.”

Nia Prince, a member of a student working 
group collaborating with Vogt on the CTIS 
changes, said the working group discussed 
low student participation and involvement, 
which Prince said was an issue that a lot of 
classes had. Additionally, working group 
member Ellery Parish said she did not think 
the group had decided whether to move 
sessions from weekends to weekdays. 

“The issue with freshmen is that a lot of 
people are in lab at a school like Rice,” Parish, 
a Duncan College freshman, said. “So that’s 
why placing a CTIS class during the week 
causes difficulties.”

Vogt said CTIS workshops will begin the first 
week of the semester and last for five weeks, 
so students are less likely to have evening 
exams that conflict. According to Hutchinson, 
students rarely take more than one evening 
course during the week and thus should be 
available for at least one of the sections. 

“We could imagine, out of 1,000 new 
students coming in, three, four or five might 
need to be accommodated,” Hutchinson said. 
“But it would be on the order, I think, of three, 
four, five, not 30, 40, 50.”

According to Parish, the working group, 
composed of about six students and as many 
faculty members, has met once this semester 
and will meet again on April 19. Prince said 
the main goal of the working group is to make 
sure the Office of Sexual Violence and Title IX 
Support can change the course in a way that 
reflects the concerns of the students.

“The main question that hasn’t been 
answered for sure yet is which parts of our 
feedback are within the limits of scheduling 

and the administration’s goals for the course,” 
Prince said.

Other changes to the workshop include 
using volunteer student teaching assistants 
for each section and attempting to hire all 
CTIS instructors from the Rice community. 

This year, two CTIS instructors were from 
off-campus organizations. Vogt said students 
wanted TAs and instructors from Rice 
because they better understand Rice culture 
and can apply topics to campus life. However, 
Vogt said if not enough Rice teachers have 
the necessary training, the Office of Sexual 
Violence Prevention and Title IX Support may 
have to look off campus for instructors. 

“I would rather we have someone who 
is trained in domestic and sexual violence 
and knows how to answer those questions 
than have someone who is a part of the Rice 
community but doesn’t have any training on 
it,” Vogt said.

One part of the workshop that will not 
change is the curriculum, Vogt and Hutchinson 
said. According to Vogt, the course must 
follow federal curricular guidance. 

“We can change how we present the 
information, try to make it as interactive as 
possible, but the core information has to be 
about domestic violence, sexual assault, 
bystander [intervention] and consent,” Vogt 
said. “I think that the curriculum itself is 
pretty good, it’s just that we’re going to try to 
make it a little more robust.”

Vogt and Hutchinson both said they did 
not receive any feedback asking to leave out 
existing content, but students did express a 
desire for more topics to be covered.

Parish said that the working group 
also discussed introducing more difficult 
situations into the workshop.

“A lot of the situations and a lot of the 
things we did were very clear-cut,” Parish 
said. “The importance is going into the gray 
area and determining your actions when the 
solution might not be completely clear.”

Vogt said there is no room to add additional 
topics to CTIS at this point. According to Vogt, 
students would need to express that they 
want to expand the workshop. 

“The CTIS workshop was voted upon by 
the Student Association,” Vogt said. “Should 
students wish to expand the course that 
would need to be discussed with the SA and 
the [dean of undergraduates].”

Hutchinson said tension arose during 
initial discussions of CTIS about what 
information would be taught to students. 
According to Hutchinson, the creation of this 
year’s mandatory five-week CTIS workshop 
alongside an optional, semester-long Lifetime 
Physical Activity Program course was meant 
to balance these concerns. 

“The structure of the program is a desire to 
respond to both sides of that tension, to make 
sure everybody gets what they have to get,” 
Hutchinson said. 

Hutchinson said CTIS should be taught in 
every university and every high school in the 
country. 

“Simply telling people that they need to 
change is not enough, simply showing them 
a video is not enough,” Hutchinson said. 
“People need to have conversations, they 
need to have conversations amongst their 
peers to be able to affect that change.” 

CTIS to move to weekdays, take place at residential colleges, include TAs
CTIS FROM PAGE 1

Simply telling people that 
they need to change is not 
enough, simply showing 
them a video is not enough.

 
John Hutchinson

Dean of Undergraduates
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BOTTOMS UP
‘Twice a month my wife and I will go out to a Mexican restaurant to have 
a margarita. I like mixed drinks, I like wine, I like beer,  but it’s social.’
Outgoing dean John Hutchinson responds to ‘Do you drink?’

‘Especially in light of the conversations at Rice regarding abuse, I 
felt that this was tone-deaf of the [community] DJ.’’
KTRU student DJs responded to the community DJ’s invitation of ‘Big Angry & Z-Ro.’

infographic by sydney garrett
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Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson and Director of Sexual 
Violence and Title IX Support Allison 
Vogt confirmed that changes to the 
Critical Thinking in Sexuality course will 
be implemented next fall, in response 
to student input after this year’s pilot 
course (see p. 1). The mandatory CTIS 
course will be offered Mondays through 
Thursdays during evening time slots at 
residential colleges. Students will attend 
the course with their fellow residential 
college members. Hutchinson and Vogt 
also said they hope to have mostly Rice 
instructors heading the sessions with 
the aid of volunteer teaching assistants, 
after freshmen voiced concerns over 
unrelatable outside instructors. 

We are happy to learn of these changes, 
which directly respond to issues brought 
up by multiple students over this past 
school year. It bodes well that such 
swift improvement is on the horizon. 
Nevertheless, CTIS remains a very new 
program, and it is important to keep the 
conversation going regarding how we can 
continue to make progress so that this vital 
course achieves its full potential; student 
feedback will be integral to the course’s 
impact for years to come. 

In that vein, some logistical issues may 
arise with attempting to find available 
rooms in the residential colleges to 
accommodate all the sessions. In addition, 
taking the course with freshmen from 

the same residential college could have 
either a negative or positive impact. 
One concern that was brought up when 
student feedback was gathered was a lack 
of student engagement. Being around 
familiar faces may encourage students 
to be more active in volunteering their 
thoughts and personal experiences, 
especially since the information can 
often be sensitive. Students may also feel 
more comfortable discussing their new 
living environments (i.e., their residential 
colleges) in relation to the topics brought 
up in CTIS. 

However, being around students 
from the same college could discourage 
students from bringing up any sensitive 
issues to the very same people they live 
with. The class sessions, which will 
comprise 30 students each, may feel 
even smaller when populated wholly 
by fellow residential college members. 
The familiarity could also potentially 
lower attention spans and result in more 
boisterous behavior from students. 

In the meantime, we look forward to 
seeing a new and improved CTIS unfold 
next semester. We hope the administration 
will continue to listen to student feedback 
and be open to discussion, as it did this 
year with the CTIS student working group. 
CTIS is a milestone in Rice’s initiative 
to better the well-being of students on 
campus, and it is encouraging to witness 
the progress being made.

STAFF EDITORIAL

CTIS changes indicate continued progress

The relationship between the media 
and the subjects it reports on is often 
portrayed as adversarial. There’s 
definitely an element of truth to that, 
made worse in the Thresher’s case by 
the overlap at Rice between our audience 
and the subjects of our reporting. In 
order for us to do our job — to convey the 
facts as accurately as possible — we have 
to ask uncomfortable questions and tell 
more than just your side of the story.

The relationship, though, is also 
symbiotic. Without your help, we do 
a worse job, and having a successful 
student newspaper is beneficial to the 
community as a whole. Change on this 
campus can happen a variety of ways, 
of which the Thresher is just one. Our 
role is to inform and hold those in power 
accountable, with the same ultimate goal 
that most of us share: leaving Rice better 
than we found it.

The concept of journalism literacy 
is something we’ve had to work hard at 

developing over our past four years at 
the Thresher, coming with more than 
our fair share of learning experiences.  
This knowledge is just as important to 

subjects and consumers of media as 
its producers: It’s a valuable skill to 
know how to be interviewed, or to read 
an article with a discerning eye for 
credibility and sources. Whether through 
course offerings or specific trainings, 
the university should focus on better 

developing these qualities in its students, 
especially in student leaders who might 
find themselves on the receiving end of 
Thresher interview requests.

In interacting with the press, a natural 
instinct for many students is to keep a 
low profile. It’s easier to keep quiet — 
and it’s tempting to sometimes think 
that it might be the right thing to do, that 
it’s better to try to control the narrative 
and avoid the court of public opinion. 
However, sharing facts is essential to 
telling a more complete story. Not doing 
so ends up creating a factual vacuum that 
spurs speculation and misinformation. 
In choosing not to share, you are self-
censoring.

In the end, we hope that every student, 
ourselves included, will work to better 
apply the ideals of journalism in our 
own lives. Investigating and combating 
rumors is part of the Thresher’s job, 
but also an effort every student should 
contribute to. Everyone should be part 

of asking tough questions of those in 
power and working to circulate the 
truth. We all decry the proliferation of of 
misinformation, “fake news” and a lack 
of credible sources in the larger world, 
but often don’t live up to our sentiments 
within our smaller domain here. 

Rice students have the potential to 
address these challenges, and after four 
years of covering them we’re confident 
students want to do so. As the two of us 
move beyond Rice, we look forward to 
seeing your efforts.

Juandrew’s parting words: Journalism, truth-seeking crucial to building a better Rice
FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

EDITORIAL CARTOON

cartoon by areli navarro magallón and esther tang

JUAN SALDAÑA & DREW KELLER
Thresher Editors-in-Chief
Will Rice College Senior
Brown College Senior
thresher@rice.edu

Sharing facts is essential 
to telling a more complete 
story. Not doing so ends up 
creating a factual vacuum 
that spurs speculation and 
misinformation.

The article “Seniors win prestigious scholarships” should have stated that Courtney 
Wang will be studying multiracial identity during her Zeff Fellowship.

Corrections
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FIND MORE NLINE
Response to Fung: Rice must stand by all its students 
and support DACA

Response to Fung: Support of Dreamers adheres to Rice’s com-
mitment to diversity and excellence

“It is uniquely fitting for Rice University to publicly declare its 
unwavering commitment to pursue excellence in and from every 
corner of the globe.”

at ricethresher.org

BY MAURICE FREDIERE

BY GILBERT SALDIVAR

A recent op-ed criticized Rice’s 
administration for publicly supporting 
Dreamers. The author, Anson Fung, stated, 
“Rice’s mission statement summarizes that 
‘Rice University aspires to [cultivate] a diverse 
community of learning and discovery that 
produces leaders across the spectrum of 
human endeavor’” and that Rice should be 
“cultivating an environment where ideas are 
free from prejudice.” Anson claims that the 
administration should not take stances on 
“contentious” political issues like Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals, considering 
that Hanszen College was split on the Bar 
Removal of Individuals Who Dream and 
Grow Our Economy Act.

This issue is not contentious. In fact, the 
status of Dreamers seems to be one of the 
few issues on which our polarized nation 
can agree. The vast majority of all Americans 
(nine out of 10, according to recent polling 
from CBS News) believe Dreamers should 
be allowed to stay in the United States. The 
BRIDGE Act, a fairly conservative proposal, 
is essentially a mutation of President Trump’s 
six-month deadline for Dreamers, extending 
the deadline to three years. It has garnered 
little support either in Congress or among the 
public. Unsurprisingly, Hanszen was divided 
on that particular bill, but this does not reflect 
disagreement about the merits of DACA itself. 

In reality, the Rice community has 
demonstrated clear support for Dreamers. 
Our current Student Association President 
Ariana Engles won in a four-way race on 
a platform mainly focused on one goal: 
support undocumented members of the Rice 
community. The SA even passed a bill called 
“Resolution #5: To Support the Passage of 
the DREAM Act.” The bill details that the 
SA stands in full support of undocumented 
students and that by supporting the DREAM 
Act, the SA does not align with any specific 
political party. The SA provides a forum for 
debate on issues such as this to assuage the 
concerns of people who might consider them 
contentious, like Anson.

Even if protecting undocumented 
students were the most contentious issue 
on campus, our administration would still 
have an obligation to stand with Dreamers. 
If Trump wanted to deport every student 
named Anson Fung, it would probably be a 

good idea for President Leebron to publicly 
decry such a policy and voice support for 
all students affected. Rice’s role is not to 
take political stances but rather to protect 
and educate its students. When students’ 
access to education is threatened by 
xenophobic and racist Trump policies, the 
university has a responsibility to vocalize 
support for those students.  

Lastly, the administration has not silenced 
the voices of opposing beliefs. As quoted 
in Anson’s op-ed, Dean of Undergraduates 
John Hutchinson simply stated, “We demand 
accountability against those who would 
divide us and try to separate us into those who 
belong and those who do not belong because 
we do not believe it. We do not believe it at 
Rice and we do not believe it in this country.” 
Hutchinson spoke in nonpartisan, definitive 
support of a diverse community at Rice, the 
same diverse community that Anson stated 
we should foster in the beginning of his op-
ed. Even in an overtly pro-DACA email on 
Sept. 5, President David Leebron suggested 
that all students contact representatives 
about their views, regardless of their support 
for DACA. 

If Anson wants to debate the merits 
of the added diversity, perspectives and 
contributions of Dreamers to the Rice 
community, we’d be happy to engage. But 
the singular claim of his op-ed — that the 
administration should not have taken a stance 
on DACA — is motivated by his reluctance to 
engage in a losing argument. It is impossible 
for a university’s policies to align with every 
individual’s beliefs. But if we truly desire to 
uphold our university’s mission statement, 
it is crucial that we embrace every Rice 
student, documented or not, as integral and 
valuable to the Rice experience. We should be 
proud of our own diversity and proud of our 
administration for defending us. 

Maddy Scannell
Martel College Freshman
Franz Brotzen
Rice Young Democrats President
Brown College Sophomore
Blake Coleman
Brown College Freshman

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

No reconsideration necessary: Rice stands with Dreamers

We both are cisgender, straight women 
— our perspective on this issue is inherently 
limited. This op-ed was heavily researched 
with help from some members of the LGBTQ+ 
community. In no way do we intend to speak 
for the community, but we want to use our 
roles as allies to advocate alongside others. 

Upon receiving the schedule for Advisor 
Training this past Saturday, we were excited 
to see that an afternoon session would 
be spent in Ally Training for the colleges. 
However, our optimism was crushed by the 
nature of this training, led by the Wellbeing 
Center: disengaging, uninformative and 
inappropriate, with college cheers being led 
while slides detailing statistics of suicide 
in the LGBTQ+ community were displayed. 
Both of us consider ourselves allies, yet we 
were disappointed by this training — how 
might someone less enthusiastic about the 
subject feel?

This experience speaks to a lack of 
LGBTQ+ inclusivity during Orientation 
Week. When advisors are not properly 
equipped during training to support 
students coming to terms with their 
identities, we are doing students an 
injustice before O-Week even starts.

Consider the experience of students 
whose genders don’t match their biological 
sex. It is uncomfortable, to say the least, to 
be addressed by incorrect pronouns during 
your first week at Rice. Some colleges have 
space on their new roommate forms to 
“provide any additional information,” but 
this puts the burden on the student to use 
that space to justify their gender identity. It 
is included almost as an afterthought, akin 
to a space to indicate sleeping preferences. 
And this can be easily missed if people don’t 
read roommate forms closely. 

Allies are people of privilege who seek 
to understand the struggles of those in 
marginalized groups to advocate alongside 
them; no movement would progress if 
the only people fighting were those in 
an affected community. Gender identity 
is an issue that demands our attention: 
According to the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention, 50 percent of trans* 

people in the U.S. have attempted suicide 
in their lifetimes. Being misgendered has 
been described by a Rice student who 
wished to remain unnamed as “a physical 
feeling not unlike … the whole ‘pit in your 
stomach’ situation … I need to distract 
myself from thinking about it or else the 
rest of my day is ruined.” As individuals 
tasked with welcoming students to their 
new homes, we must do more to support 
trans students at Rice.

We can start by normalizing the idea 
that people use different pronouns than we 
might expect — this could be introduced 
and explained in Ally Training. During 
initial introductions as an O-Week group, 
for example, advisors can begin introducing 
themselves with pronouns: “My name 
is Uma, I’m from Baker College, and my 
pronouns are she/her/hers.” By fostering 
this thoughtful environment as soon as 
new students arrive, we communicate to 
them that we never assume anyone’s gender 
identity. However, we must also ensure 
that students do not feel forced to either lie 
or come out. If only some advisors express 
their pronouns but not all, we establish that 
this is indeed optional. If a new student 
does feel comfortable enough to express 
their pronouns, they can at their discretion. 
Most importantly, this initiative removes the 
burden from the new student to justify their 
identity.

Changing our language may be difficult at 
first. But we pride ourselves on our culture of 
care; this means we need to be active about 
supporting and caring for all of our students. 
If Rice truly wants to cultivate diversity in 
our community, we need to begin embracing 
diversity in more tangible, actionable ways.

O-Week discussions on LGBTQ+ inclusivity need re-examination
OP-ED

ASK THE STAFF WE’VE LOOKED BACK AT THE SA’S HITS & MISSES OF 2017-18 —
WHAT ARE YOURS?

EDITORIAL CARTOON

cartoon by areli navarro magallón and esther tang

“I was really 
looking 

forward to my 
last pub as 

dean”

“Miss: Pub (RIP). Hit: The entire semester. 
Into my body. Like a freight train.”

— Anna Ta, News Editor

“Miss: All of my classes. Hit: Nighttime.”
— Alice Liu,  Digital Content Editor

“Miss: Sleep. Hit: Sleep”
— Sirui Zhou, Photo Editor

“Hit: ‘Stir Fry’ by Migos. Miss: My mom.”
— Christina Tan, Art Director

“Hit: Angel’s Wings. (I) Miss: Angel’s Wings. 
LLCH. LLAW.”

— Sydney Garrett, News Designer

“Miss: My free Thresher dinners 
#RaiseBlanketTax. Hit: The halfcourt buzzer 
beater against Lakeside High that took me, Tony, 
Earl and the whole team to states. Go Grizzlies!”

— Joey McGlone, Backpage Editor

“Hit: David Leebron’s Twitter feed. Miss: 
Jan. 15.”

— Isaac Schultz, Backpage Editor

“Hit: No accusations of libel in my year as 
editor. Miss: Getting hate mail from white 
supremacists.”

— Juan Saldana, Editor-in-Chief

“Hit: The spicy op-eds this year. Miss: The spicy 
op-eds this year.”

— Julianne Wey, Ops Editor

UMA RAMESH & 
CHRISTINA LEE
Baker College Sophomore
Lovett College Freshman
urr1@rice.edu 
chl2@rice.edu

In response to Fung: Administration’s stance on DACA is not 
political, but rather the right thing to do BY CHRISTEN SPARAGO
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the end of an era: 
DEAN HUTCH

It is customary for college magisters to go 
by their first names within their residential 
colleges, but most Wiessmen already 

knew him as “Professor Hutchinson” or “Dr. 
Hutchinson” – professor of General Chemistry, 
the course that almost half of the incoming 
freshman class took in their first semester. The 
students at Wiess simply were not going to call 
him John, even if they called his wife Paula. 
“Professor Hutchinson” was too stuffy, “Dr. 
Hutchinson” even worse. 

To save some syllables, in their 
conversations students called him “Hutch.” 
It wasn’t a nickname he picked himself – his 
brother was called Hutch – but he asked his 
students to adopt the term. Today, it essentially 
serves as his name – it is his Facebook page’s 
title, his email signature and his moniker in the 
minds of Rice students.

It’s easy to assume that “Hutch” is a 
persona – a character of a dean constructed to 
be the right proportion of relatable, respected 
and revered. To students, it may often look that 
way – a carefully curated image of a university 
administrator that “gets” Rice that he puts on 
from nine to five in Lovett Hall. But Hutch does 
not go home and remove a mask to become 
John Hutchinson again. He really just is the 
same person. 

This trait of a singular personality at work 
and at home, with students and with admin-
istrators, comes from having his work and his 
home overlap in their entirety. Hutch and Paula 
were masters at Wiess from 1994 to 2001 and at 
Brown College from 2003 to 2008. Their work 
was their home. Raising two daughters, teach-
ing chemistry, serving as an administrator, 
cooking dinner and looking after 300 students 
were all done within the hedges. 

While Rice student life immediately 
interested the Hutchinsons when they arrived in 
1983, they were skeptical about the possibility 
of becoming masters. Their daughter Emma, 
who was born with polycystic kidney disease, 
was the focal point of their time. Adding onto 

their responsibilities both as parents and as a 
chemistry professor and lawyer seemed like a 
daunting task. In 1993, when Hutch and Paula 
applied for the position of Wiess masters, the 
Hutchinsons were upfront and told the students 
there it was possible they would need to leave if 
Emma’s health began to fail.

Ultimately, Emma’s health did start to dete-
riorate, but instead of turning Hutch and Paula 
away from the university, it brought them clos-
er to it. They were not just a couple living next 
door; they were friends going through immense 
difficulty. Hutch and Paula did not hide their 
tears or pretend to be stoic, instead allowing 
students into their lives. Emma was not just 
the Hutchinsons’ daughter: She was also a Wi-
essman and a Brownie. At 20 years old, Emma 
Hutchinson passed away on Aug. 23, 2008. 

Hutch still tears up as he remembers the 
support he got from the campus community 
throughout Emma’s sickness: “Everyone [was] 
rallying around us as we were trying to keep 
Emma alive.” 

Hutch still grieves Emma’s passing – it’s 
not a secret. Pictures of his family with Emma 
sit on his desk in his dean’s office in Lovett 
Hall. He doesn’t flip the switch between being 
an administrator and a human. “Hutch” is just 
one person.

It’s March 4, 2018 and Hutch and Paula are 
attending a vigil held in memory of Lovett Col-
lege junior Blain Padgett, who had passed away 
two days prior. It’s not their first event remem-
bering the life of a Rice student or young alum, 
but eight years into the job of dean of under-
graduates, the vigils still haven’t gotten any eas-
ier. The passing of a student is a heavy weight 
on the shoulders of a dean of undergraduates 
tasked with helping the community deal with 
the pain. The emotions are especially strong for 
Hutch as he continues to think of Emma, who 
was a month away from starting her junior year 
at Trinity University when she passed away. 

Paula knows these situations are the 
toughest part of his job for him. Hutch says 

they are “personally difficult and emotionally 
demanding.” He knew when he took the job 
that the flashbacks of Emma’s passing would 
come with every passing of a student, but it also 
means he understands the intensity of the pain 
of the family and the community. He tries to use 
his experience to make a small positive impact 
on those who are grieving. He says to them the 
things he found comforting in 2008 and looks to 
“comfort [the families] at a time that it is almost 
impossible for them to be comforted.” 

Hutch stresses the important emotional 

demand that is placed on the dean in times like 
this. He views sharing grief as an essential part 
of moving forward. 

“The more we can share grief with each oth-
er the stronger, the stronger we all are together,” 
Hutch said. 

While taking on a share of the grief helps 
strengthen the community in times of need, it is 
the part of the job that has weighed the heaviest 
on him, and something he won’t miss. 

“It’s taken a toll. I think about each one of 
them, I think about each of their individual 
circumstances and I can’t help but think about 
Emma every time I do that,” he said. 

Paula says administrative issues, meetings 
with the board of trustees and budgetary 
constraints don’t faze Hutch. Rather, it’s the 
issues that affect student health and wellbeing 
that keep him up at night – not that he’s had 

much time to sleep throughout the years. 
Hutch knows he can’t be responsible for the 

individual well-being of nearly 4,000 students 
– he even tells college magisters that they 
can’t feel responsible for the lives of their 300. 
The individual struggles hit him hard, but his 
focus is always on the collective good and how 
to address greater threats to the physical and 
mental state of students. 

When working with college students, an 
ever-present well-being concern is alcohol 
consumption. He knows that college students 
will drink. “It is a guaranteed fact,” he said. 
When named dean in 2010, Hutch immediately 
inherited a dire situation. With an alarmingly 
high number of students finding themselves in 
the hospital from excessive drinking, Hutch felt 
that if he didn’t act, a student could be seriously 
harmed or die. While some, such as university 
President David Leebron, pushed for swift 
action, Hutch prioritized student involvement 
in the decision-making process. 

“Whenever we have events that threaten 
seriously or cause serious damage or harm to 
students, my immediate reaction is we need to 
move right away and do something,” Leebron 
said. “It was really in many ways working with 
John who really wanted to make sure that this 
was a collaborative process in some sense.”

Both Hutch and Leebron showcase this 
as an example of Hutch’s focus on student 
autonomy. From these discussions came the 
student-supported hard alcohol ban in 2011 and 
alcohol policy that made similar restrictions 
permanent in 2013. 

However, Hutch does place limits on 
student power, the first and most clear being 
the university having a legal responsibility to 
limit student decision-making. As an example, 
a college cannot write into its policies that 
underage drinking is permissible. The second 
and trickie, limit to student autonomy is where 
he feels he has a moral imperative to intervene 
in student life. 

As dean, he has attempted to focus on a 

From every interaction I had 
with him – of which, there were 
hundreds – Hutch always put 
students’ interests first.

 
Griffin Thomas

2016 - 17 Student 
Association President

Juan Saldaña, Editor-in-Chief

ABOVE: Hutch reads the names of the Wiess College graduates at the 1995 commencement ceremony. He and his wife, Paula, served as Wiess masters from 1994 to 2001. 
RIGHT TOP: The Hutchinsons took a family photo as part of their introduction to Wiess in 1994. From left to right: John, Ashlyn, Paula and Emma Hutchinson.
RIGHT BOTTOM: Hutch, who meets regularly with student leaders, poses with the 2017-18 college presidents, the Student Association president and three staff members. 
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longer-term vision of student issues. He points 
out that student leaders are limited in view to 
their one year in power, while he has an eight-
year tenure as dean and a 35-year tenure at Rice 
to look back on. He said this has allowed him 
to see when changes are needed and to oversee 
implementation of new policies. A more cynical 
point of view, however, is that Hutch can 
impose his decisions upon the undergraduate 
body at will – after all, student anger cannot 
last when a quarter of the population graduates 
every year. 

Hutch had an intense level of admiration 
and support among students when his term 
began, much of it a remnant of his time as 
Brown master. Since then, the cult of Hutch 
has waned, according to 2016-17 Student 
Association President Griffin Thomas (Lovett 
’17). Student concerns are cyclical, and after 
discussing the same issues multiple times over 
the course of eight years, Hutch can sometimes 
come off as “patronizing and dismissive of 
student concerns,” Thomas said. 

While Thomas saw minor shortcomings in 
Hutch’s interactions with students, he appreci-
ated Hutch’s constant presence in student life. 
There is bound to be inherent tension between 
the dean’s office and the decisions the colleges 
wish to pursue, but Thomas pointed out that 
student opposition to university decisions had 
grown throughout his years on campus. 

“I think that students are typically too hard 
on him,” Thomas, who was also Lovett presi-
dent in 2015-16, said. “From every interaction I 
had with him – of which, there were hundreds 
– Hutch always put students’ interests first.” 

Thirty-five years of his life have been 
dedicated to the university. More than basically 
any president, professor or administrator, 
Hutch’s life has been inextricably tied to Rice 
undergraduates. As Hutch’s tenure ends, the 
university and student groups alike seek to 
honor Hutch’s legacy through celebrations, 
hashtags and events. 

Much of the conversation regarding Hutch’s 

departure focuses on his sacrifice of time and 
effort for the Rice student body. He and Paula, 
however, don’t see it that way. Rather than sac-
rifice, Hutch sees his experience as reciprocal. 
The Rice community, he says, has taken care of 
him well for his entire career. Students, faculty 
and staff supported his family in difficult times; 
they did not just employ him, but also housed 
him and give him a place to conduct research. 

“Rice has taken incredibly good care of me 
and my family and I want to give back on that,” 
Hutch said. 

At the point of his career that Hutch would 
have been most likely to seek another job, he 
never considered leaving due to Emma’s health. 
They were across the street from the best med-
ical care they could find for her. After her pass-
ing when it was finally a possibility, Hutch says 
he and Paula lost their direction as they figured 
out how to move on – at Rice or elsewhere. He’s 
looked into very few other employment oppor-
tunities and applied for even fewer. 

“When I do look at places, it reminds me 
just how great it is to be at Rice,” Hutch said. 
“This is an incredibly unique environment and 
it is not a surprise that people don’t leave Rice.” 

Thenextstepafteradeanofundergraduates 
position would be provost, a position that does 
not appeal to him. He says his favorite part of the 
role has been working with students directly, 
which a provost rarely gets to do. He plans 
on going back to being a chemistry professor, 
possibly ending his administrative career this 
June. The original term was five years, he stayed 
seven; now, he and Paula are excited to get back 
to a normal life – where they are not on call at 
all hours of the day and living crisis to crisis. 

“The job has been frustrating at times, 
it’s been heartbreaking at times,” Paula 
Hutchinson said. “It’s been demanding at times 
but he has loved it. It’s tiring though and I’m 
glad that he is finally saying ‘OK.’ They wanted 
him to do it 10 years and we said, ‘No way. No 
how.’ It’s time for somebody else to come and 
do wonderful things.” 

A HISTORY OF HUTCH 
TAKING FLIGHT 

Hutch joins the faculty at Rice. He previously completed his 
bachelor’s and doctorate degree at the University of Texas, Austin. 

PROFESSOR HUTCH 
Hutch begins teaching General Chemistry, a course he has taught 
every year since, except while on sabbatical. He had previously been 
teaching junior level physical chemistry. Hutchinson taught all new 
students taking General Chemistry, meaning he met almost half of 
the freshman class through his course. 

“[Teaching Gen Chem] gave me the opportunity to get to know 
far far more students,” Hutch said. “I got more interested and 
engaged in the lives of our students through that general 
chemistry connection.” 

1983 

1988 

1994 - 2001 

2003 - 2008 

2008 

2010 

2018 

WIESS 
John and Paula Hutchinson serve asWiessCollege masters,where 
they focus on guiding the college through large cultural changes. 
They focused on attaining a more equal gender representation in 
college government, a safer Night of Decadence party and planning 
a new Wiess residential building. 

“For Paula and me and for Emma and Ashlyn as well, I 
think it was for us a magical time in our lives,” Hutch said. 
“That they rallied around us during times of real health 
difficulties. I think we all had a shared sense of mutual 
support, even love. Some of the very best friends Paula and 
I ever made were students during that time.” 

BROWN 
The Hutchinsons spend five years as Brown masters. Hutch said 
their experience differed strongly from their time at Wiess while 
being equally meaningful. Their daughter Emma was hospitalized 
for extended periods of time while they lived at Brown. Hutch said 
the college provided deeply impactful support and love during 
the time. 

“When I think back at our years at Brown, I think principally 
of the friendships that came from the community taking 
care of us during a very difficult period of our lives and in 
turn, the hope that we were giving back to that community 
with the same kind of love and support,” Hutch said. 

TRAGEDY HITS 
The Hutchinson’s youngest daughter, Emma, passes away on Aug. 
23, a few months after the family moved out of Brown. She was 20 
years old and about to begin her junior year at Trinity University. 

“No one I’ve ever known has better understood the 
importance of experiencing life to its fullest by a willingness 
to take chances on difficult tasks, on new relationships, on 
challenging subjects, on once-in-a-lifetime opportunities 
not to be missed,” Hutch wrote in the Thresher on the 
seventh anniversary of Emma’s passing, in 2015. 

DEAN HUTCH 
Hutch is selected as Rice’s second dean of undergraduates after 
Robin Foreman announced his intention to leave Rice. Hutch said he 
was not immediately interested in applying due to the newness of 
Emma’s passing, but that his wife Paula talked him into submitting 
an application. 

END OF AN ERA 
Hutch’s term as dean of undergraduates will come to an end and 
he will be succeeded by sociology professor and Will Rice College 
magister Bridget Gorman. Hutch said he plans to return to focusing 
on his role as a chemistry professor and expand his scholarship on 
chemistry education, focusing on online chemistry courses. 

Read the full version of History of Hutch at ricethresher.org. 

https://ricethresher.org


 
      

  
     

      
        

      

       
 

    
        

     

       
        
       

       
        

        
        

      
    

 
     

     
      

     
     

  
     

    
      

    
      

     
     

     

      
       

       
      

     

    
      

 
      

       
      

     
    

      
    

      
 

    
      

        
       

  

     

     
       

      
      

       
       

    

      

    
 

    
 

      
       

 
     

      
  

    
      

    
     

      
    

    
     

 
      

      
      
      

       
   

   
   

    
    

       

     
    
    

     

      
     

     

      
      

      
       

   
    

     
       

      
     

     
     

    
     

    
 

   
   

    
 
 

      
      

     
    

 

 

  

                                 
                     

            

 

  

10 SPOTLIGHT 
RESEARCH 

courtesy michelle tran 

and 
REPRESENTATION 

Top: The Women in STEM club makes circuits with the attendees of the Girls Exploring Math and Science on Feb. 17. Bottom left: Physics and astronomy instructor Michael Cone demonstrates light diffraction glasses 
to physics students at South Early College High School. Bottom right: Theoretical physicist Sylvester James Gates speaks to Jane Long Academy students. 

Women in STEM club and Civic Scientist program reach out to Houston students 
JULIANA SPECTOR 
FOR THE THRESHER / JJS12@RICE.EDU 

WOMEN IN STEM 
For Michelle Tran, a biochemistry and 

cell biology major, it’s important to “give 
back” as a member of the Women in STEM 
club to encourage young girls to become 
interested in science and engineering. 

Today, Tran is a senior at Sid Richardson 
College and will soon enter an M.D.-Ph.D. 
program focusing on cancer research. 
However, there was a time when she felt 
discouraged from pursuing her interests in 
science by her peers. 

“I was the only girl in Science Olympiad 
club at the very beginning of high school,” 
Tran said. “At the first meeting, when we 
did introductions, I was laughed at by guys 
in my grade and it dissuaded me. I actually 
waited until junior year to go back to the 
club and by that time, I had developed more 
confidence.” 

The Women in STEM club strives to 
inspire school-age girls through interactive 
and fun activities to explore science and 
engineering interests. For example, the club 
recently participated in the Girls Exploring 
Math and Science event at the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science, hosting a 
hands-on activity to demonstrate how to 
build a circuit. 

The club has also mentored students 
at Young Women’s College Preparatory 
Academy, a middle and high school in 
the Houston Independent School District 
located in Midtown, on their science fair 
research projects. Tran assisted a small 
group of female students investigating how 
effective different brands of sunscreen were 
in protecting surfaces from ultraviolet light. 

“They had a lot of different questions 
[for their projects], so it was helping them 
narrow down to what is the most interesting 
question — something that is new that 
hasn’t been asked before,” Tran said. 

Through working with the students 
on the science project, Tran also had 
the opportunity to share how the young 
women’s research might be applied in the 
real world. Since her second year at Rice, 
Tran has volunteered at The University of 
Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center doing 
research on immunotherapy for ovarian 
cancer; she was able to connect the 
experience to the students’ interests. 

“I talked to them about ‘Oh, you’re 
interested in [ultraviolet] light, maybe you 
could become interested in melanoma 
research,’” Tran said. “It’s nice for students 
in high school to see women in the next 
steps, so they can find role models and 
things to emulate.” 

It’s nice for students in high 
school to see women in the 
next steps, so they can find 
role models and things to 
emulate. 

Michelle Tran 
Women in STEM 

CIVIC SCIENTIST PROGRAM 
The Civic Scientist program organized 

by the Baker Institute for Public Policy is 
another organization at Rice that is actively 
engaged in science outreach targeted 
at school-aged students. The program 
centers on bringing scientists from Rice 
and the larger Houston community into 
local middle and high schools to talk about 
careers in science. 

According to Sharon Tsao, a research 
associate at the Baker Institute from 2015-

2017, the Civic Scientist program visited 
2,200 students at 28 different schools in the 
greater Houston area. Sixty percent of those 
students were female, and over 70 percent 
of the schools were Title I eligible. According 
to the U.S. Department of Education, Title I 
provides supplemental funding to schools 
with high percentages of children from low-
income families to help all students achieve 
state academic standards. 

Dan Cohan, an associate professor 
in civil and environmental engineering, 
spoke about particulate matter pollution 
in an Advanced Placement environmental 
science class at Westside High School as 
part of the program. The content of the 
presentations that scientists deliver to 
classrooms for the Civic Scientist program 
depends on teacher needs and the students’ 
backgrounds, including demographics, 
science level, knowledge of higher 
education and class size. In some cases, 
scientist speakers supplement a specific 
part of the regular classroom curriculum, 
relating topics to their research and other 
real-life applications for science and 
technology. 

“Scientists have shared what initially 
sparked their interest in science, challenges 
they overcame along the way — for example, 
being a minority — and their current 
research,” Tsao said. “One of the Civic 
Scientist program’s biggest goals is to show 
students how science is an important part 
of our society, so we challenge the scientists 
to convey that passion.” 

Scientists will occasionally do 
demonstrations in the classroom. 
Demos have included displaying the 
electromagnetic spectrum through the use 
of a large, infrared mirror with a heating 
element and extracting DNA from peas. 

Bringing speakers from the Civic Scientist 
program into Houston classrooms has 
informed students about studying science 
in college and the “positive implications” 

of that experience, according to San-Pei Lee 
(Wiess ’15), a biology and environmental 
systems teacher at Heights High School. 

My students start being more 
aware of their own futures and 
possibilities and become more 
motivated to toil towards a 
clearer goal. 

San-Pei Lee 
Heights High School Teacher 

“My students start being more aware of 
their own futures and the possibilities and 
become more motivated to toil towards a 
clearer goal,” Lee said. “My seniors in an 
environmental science class especially 
enjoyed [associate teaching professor of 
biosciences] Scott Solomon’s stories about 
his research and were inspired by his unique 
passion for science and the natural world. 
My lessons consequently became even more 
relevant and significant to their learning.” 

According to Lee, the Civic Scientist 
program has also encouraged minority 
groups to pursue educational paths in 
STEM by increasing their engagement 
with science and engineering and sharing 
strategies to deal with barriers to success. 

“When [assistant research professor 
of biosciences] Pamela Constantinou 
Papadopoulos spoke to my women 
empowerment club, Ladies of Power, my 
female students gained confidence that 
STEM was just as approachable as other 
subjects,” Lee said. “To all my students, 
science seems less foreign when adults 
share their successful experiences on 
overcoming challenges.” 

mailto:JJS12@RICE.EDU
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ACROSS
1 Concise rejection
3 Plutonium on the periodic  
 table
5 Personality traits only a  
 synesthete can see
7 Lifted
8 To some, winning “bigly”
9 Casual salutation
10 Affirmative, in España

DOWN
1 Hillary descriptor, for many  
 on the right
2  Intro’s opposite
3 Romania on scoreboards
4 Trees popular in Orange  
 County
6 When dealing with circles...

ACROSS
1 Batman initials
3 Very much so, in chatspeak
5 Pure oxygen, spelled out
6 Start of an email counter
7 English gent suit material
9 Diminishing layer
10 Chance’s zombie pill

DOWN
1 A popular face injection
2 OMG!
3 Venue
4 USPS Competitor
8 A long, long time

ACROSS
1 Where you might be?
3 Occupied territory in   
 southern Syria
6 A psychic
7 As _______ resort
8 For at-sea emergencies

DOWN
1 Pseudonym
2 New Mexican town   
 frequented by D.H. Lawrence
3 Seniors’ are known to take a  
 dip
4 Accords locale
5 Number needed to treat, for  
 short

Crosswords by Isaac Schultz
 Backpage Editor  / ims1@rice.edu

Answers will be posted on ricethresher.org and on the 
Thresher Facebook page.
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assistant news editor

ANNA T.

art director
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categories: ATMOSPHERE FOOD & DRINK MUSIC & DANCING INTANGIBLES OVERALL

PARTY PATROL:
BACCHANALIA

 Brown Commons lends 
a cool vibe to any party 
and wine makes everyone 
more fun.

The foam letters were a cute 
idea but I kept stepping/
tripping on them.

No collapsing tables. Can’t 
beat that.

A

A

A

There was still food at peak 
time and I respect that.

I think I remember an empty 
pizza box somewhere? Other 
than that I didn’t see much, 
but I was too busy dancing 
to care.

I saw a freshman pick up 
a single chic-fil-a nugget 
off one of the couches in 
the back and eat it on the 
way out. 

A

B+

B

Togas make the whole thing 
less about sweaty contact and 
more about pulling up your 
poor tie job every five minutes.

The remixes of childhood 
songs were way more lit 
than I expected.

Miraculously, everyone’s 
togas stayed on.

B

A+

A+

Nothing like tripping on a 
seemingly random lego block 
and falling straight into the 
arms of a gyrating couple.

So crowded, so hot, but that 
seemed to add to the energy 
in the room.

The couches were really 
cute. I was a little afraid 
to direct my eyes in that 
direction once the party hit 
its peak though.

B-

A

A

 I really hope people washed 
their bedsheet togas, 
because they were probably 
drenched in sweat. 

Had a lot of fun once I 
accepted the loss of my 
personal space.

I escaped without a single 
wine stain on my sheets!

B+

A

A-

spotlight editor
BIZ R.

infographic by tina liu
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12 &ARTS
entertainment 

PHOTO COURTESY A QUIET PLACE 

Evelyn, played by actress Emily Blunt, shushes her daughter Regan, played by Millicent Simmonds, while they hide in their basement in ‘A Quiet Place.’ 

Krasinski’s ‘A Quiet Place’ innovates the 
horror genre with sound and silence 
MADDIE FLAVIN 
THRESHER STAFF / MF37@RICE.EDU 

A QUIET PLACE 
Running time: 95 minutes 

Rating: PG-13 

Genre: Drama / Thriller 

From Oscar winner “Get Out” to 
hard-R remake “It,” the horror movies of 
2017 collectively grossed over $1 billion 
worldwide. One year later, this new 
golden age of horror cinema continues 
with John Krasinski’s “A Quiet Place.” A 
post-apocalyptic family drama starring 
Krasinski and his wife, actress Emily 
Blunt, “A Quiet Place” uses silence to craft 
a tense tale of the sacrificial and protective 
instincts that come with parenthood. 

For over a year, the Abbott family has 
lived in complete silence on their farm. 
If they make any noise, be it in speech 
or action, then the blind extraterrestrial 

creatures with hypersensitive hearing 
capabilities that now roam the area will 
hunt them down. The family of four — 
parents Lee and Evelyn and children 
Regan and Marcus — knows all too well 
what happens when noise gets made, 
having witnessed the grisly demise of 
their youngest, Beau, in the apocalypse’s 
early days. 

As the story unfolds, it is 
clear that, for Krasinski and 
Blunt, who have children of 
their own, ‘A Quiet Place’ 
is incredibly personal. 

As Lee teaches his timid son Marcus 
the tools he will need to survive in 
this perilous new world, his daughter 
Regan, who is deaf, feels stifled by Lee’s 
insistence that she stay on the farm 
to help her pregnant mother Evelyn. 
Meanwhile, that impending due date 
threatens to reveal the family’s existence 
to the creatures. 

As the story unfolds, it is clear that, for 
Krasinski and Blunt, who have children 
of their own, “A Quiet Place” is incredibly 
personal. Their experiences show in Lee’s 
and Evelyn’s tender interactions as a 
couple and with their children. Whether 
Lee and Evelyn are slow dancing to a song 
playing through iPod earbuds or hugging 
their children tightly after a close call, 
only their body language can effectively 
share how much they love their kids. 

The talented cast makes Krasinski’s 
vision come alive through strong, 
expressive acting. Millicent Simmonds, 
in only her second motion picture role, 
is a walking master class as Regan. 
A confident young woman who takes 
pride in her identity as someone who is 
deaf, Simmonds makes Regan spunky 
and assertive — all in American Sign 
Language. When she’s not packing a 
punch with her signing and gestures, 
Simmonds subtly uses her facial 
expressions to highlight Regan’s feelings 
of entrapment without ever veering into 
showy territory to drive the point home. 
When Regan’s new cochlear implant 
fails to work, it takes only a few tears and 

QUIET CONT. ON PAGE 13 

MUSIC 

Melvv’s first EP is 
EDM, but that’s 
not a problem 
NAOMI WENTZ 
THRESHER STAFF / NW9@RICE.EDU 

STRESS RELIEF 
Genre: EDM 

Top Track: ‘11’ 

Now on his debut EP, Melvv first came 
to my attention two years ago through his 
remix of Alison Wonderland’s “Back It 
Up.” It perfectly captured the loud, punchy 
future bass sound that I crave so much. I 
found the small number of tracks that he 
had released so far compelling, especially 
“Goodbye,” featuring MOONZz. But after a 
two-year hiatus, I almost stopped listening 
and forgot completely about this upcoming 
electronic artist. Now ending that radio 
silence is “Stress Relief,” Melvv’s first EP, 
which brings back the fast-paced future 
bass drops that he achieved two years ago 
with his “Back It Up” remix. 

Although Melvv is moving 
toward dance music               
production with ‘Stress            
Relief,’ this shift does not 
make me like him any less. 

Four tracks off of this five-track release 
are, disappointingly, a bit more electronic 
dance music than future bass. “I Don’t 
Wanna Talk About It,” “Riot,” “Blurry,” 
and “Over” all feature shockingly similar 
sounding female vocalists and the same two-
drop structure used by many other electronic 
artists. While “I Don’t Wanna Talk About It” 
and “Riot” channel the punchy future bass 
for which Melvv is known, the rest of the 

COURTESY GENIUS 

STRESS CONT. ON PAGE 13 

THE WEEKLY SCENE 

THE SPEAK UP 
PROJECT 

Now in its fourth year, The Speak Up 
Project provides a platform for survivors of 
sexual assault to share their experiences. 
Actors perform survivors’ anonymous 
experiences, with a discussion to follow. 
The show is at 8 p.m. on Sunday. 

Hamman Hall 

KTRU 27TH 
OUTDOOR SHOW 

Come support local art and music at KTRU’s 
27th Outdoor Show on Saturday from 3-11 
p.m. Campus band Pickleback will kick off 
the show, followed by seven more diverse 
music acts. Projection-based artwork will 
be on display, accompanied by local food 
trucks. The show is free and for all-ages. 

Central Quad 
ktru.org 

CHOCOLATE AND 
ART SHOW 

Check out local artwork while snacking on 
chocolate at yet another one of Houston’s 
random food plus art showcases. In addition 
to live body painting and portraits, DJs will 
be entertaining the onlookers throughout 
the night. Tickets go for $15-$20 for either 
Friday or Saturday from 8 p.m.-2 a.m. 

The Garage 
1520 Oliver Street 

VADA SENIOR 
SHOWCASE 

Celebrate student artists with a full evening 
of arts this Thursday evening. The festivities 
begin with awards at Rice Media Center at 
6:30 p.m. before the 7 p.m. start of “Flicks!,” 
a showcase of Rice students’ short films in 
Rice Cinema. The gallery show “Postcards 
from the Interior” will be on the fourth floor 
of Sewall Hall at 8 p.m. The event is free. 

Multiple Locations 
arts.rice.edu 

https://arts.rice.edu
https://ktru.org
mailto:NW9@RICE.EDU
mailto:MF37@RICE.EDU


     

 
  

 

 
     

        
       

 
     

 
       

      
      

      
      

       
      

       
       
       

         
    

   
       

      
       

       
       
      
       

    
        

       
     

   

    
       

          
 

         
      

 

       
 

    
    

 
      

       
      

       
        

   
         

      
     
   

      

 
        

 

         
         

     
     

       
       
       
       
      

 

     
     

    
      

        
       

       
        
      

    
     

        
     

    
      

    
      

    
    

     
     

       

    
    
     

      
     

     
        

   
     

     
    

     
     

      
       
     

 
     

     
 

    
     

        
    

     
  
     
       

     
     

    
     

     
     

     
       

     
     

      
   

  

       
     

 
       

         
       

 
        

      
       

    
     

 
     
     

    
    

     
 

     
     

      
     

    
    

      
   

   
    

       
     

       
      

     
     
     

     
     

 
 

        
      

       
       

 
      

     
      

       
     

         

     

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2018 THE RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 13 

LIFESTYLE 

The strangest-ever item on a graduation bucket list 
NAOMI PRINGLE 
THRESHER STAFF / NGP2@RICE.EDU 

So you’ve lost a bet and now have to 
eat an entire box of Milk-Bones before you 
graduate. You’re probably feeling a mix 
of emotions. Friends are concerned, your 
stomach is feeling a little weird, and now 
your feverish Googling of “dog treats safe for 
humans?” has unleashed a rash of Facebook 
ads imploring you to consider more humane 
options for your dog than Milk-Bones. Never 
fear. Take it from someone who’s been 
there, with the right approach and a positive 
attitude, this experience can be nothing short 
of survivable! At just five calories apiece, and 
fortified with no fewer than 12 vitamins and 
minerals proven to promote a shiny coat and 
healthy claws, you might just find it to be a 
wholesome addition to your diet. 

MEAT AND MILK-BONE TURNOVER 
To prepare, crush the dog treats in a 

large mixing bowl, adding water or milk 
as needed. Mix as much of this horrifying 
concoction as you can handle into the filling 
and bake at 400 degrees. If you’re moderate 
with your Milk-Bone usage, you might be 
lucky enough to not even taste them. 

Optional beverage pairing: Tannic red 
wine. I had mine with a 2014 Château Sergant 
Bordeaux. Also suggested is indulging in an 
herbal supplement beforehand to make this 
a little more appetizing. 

CHOCOLATE TART WITH MILK-BONE CRUST 
For dessert, take what remains of the dog 

treat paste and mix it with a bit of flour, sugar 
and butter, spreading as you would a pie 
crust into a cake pan. Prepare the rest of the 
tart as normal. Spread over enough surface 
area, the taste of the crust is negligible and 

STRESS FROM PAGE 12 

tracks do not support this style. “Blurry” 
is perhaps the most disappointing track 
of the EP. It’s very slow and relaxed and 
does not channel the bold bass that caught 
my attention in the first place, causing it 
to fall flat. “Over” is reminiscent of Louis 
the Child’s jazzier new releases, like “Last 
to Leave” and “Right to It.” The only track 
that I thoroughly enjoyed was “11,” which 
is a pure future bass song reminiscent of 
some smaller Soundcloud artists, like 
Sadkey and Vincent, and delivers heavy 
bass and intense, high frequency synths. 

“Stress Relief” puts Melvv among other 
electronic artists that have drifted more 
and more toward making crowd-pleasing 
dance beats, including Manila Killa, 
Robotaki, Louis the Child and Myrne. 
This drifting isn’t a bad thing. Still, the 
label “electronic dance music” is pretty 
loaded in the electronic community and 
is especially resented by some artists, like 
Alison Wonderland, because it carries such 
negative connotations. This stereotype is 
furthered by producers like Deadmau5, 
who are staunchly opposed to anything 
resembling this subgenre, especially 
The Chainsmokers and Marshmello. 
However, electronic dance music has 
its place just as much as any other 
electronic subgenre does. While “I Don’t 
Wanna Talk About It” and “Riot” are not 
my favorite tracks, they are catchy and 
well made nonetheless. I would probably 
include them on a playlist specially 
crafted to introduce newcomers to future 
bass and electronic music in general. 

AlthoughMelvvismovingtowarddance 
music production with “Stress Relief,” 
this shift does not make me like him any 
less. Each song hints at the quality of bass 
and synth production we can expect from 
future releases. In electronic music, it is not 
just about the tracks the artist can produce 
but also about the vibe that they cultivate 
through DJ sets, mixes and live shows. 
While Melvv’s new original releases may 
not be extraordinary, I am still confident 
he can deliver more of the punchy future 
bass sounds he is known for. 

the filling almost good enough to make this 
worth it. 

Optional beverage pairing: Any dessert 
wine, like Moscato or Port. 

MILK-BONE NACHOS 
Almost as simple as eating them plain, 

elevate your experience by slathering a Milk-
Bone in guacamole. Easy to source and even 
easier to consume, guac’s heavy flavor does 
a surprisingly good job of masking the taste 
of dog treat. I actually kind of liked it. 

Optional beverage pairing: Margarita 
on the rocks. If you close your eyes, it’s not 
impossible to imagine yourself far from here, 
enjoying a normal, functional evening at 
Bodegas Taco Shop. 

STRAIGHT 
The boldest option here is also the 

easiest to prepare; slamming back a few 
dog treats straight up in the privacy of your 
own room is nothing to be ashamed of. This 

The boldest option here is 
also the easiest to prepare; 
slamming back a few dog 
treats straight up in the privacy 
of your own room is nothing to 
be ashamed of. 

is a marathon, not a sprint, and if you want 
to finish this on time there’s no room to be 
elitist about your method of consumption. 
For increased bearability, I suggest allowing 

them to age for a few months somewhere 
cool and dry as you guiltily procrastinate the 
task at hand, wondering what it says about 
you as a person that you’ve gotten yourself 
into this situation. While stale dog treats 
are just as disgusting, they’re a lot easier to 
chew. 

Optional beverage pairing: Just lots of 
water. And brush your fucking teeth. 

Congratulations, you’ve made it through. 
If your reputation and stomach lining have 
survived this, give yourself a pat on the back! 
Consuming 283 dog treats is no easy task, 
and with a little tweaking of your conception 
of “pride” and “dignity,” you can find a way 
to see this as an achievement. Maybe. 

Special thanks to resident sommelier 
Walden Pemantle for his culinary expertise 
and his help in mitigating what has been the 
grossest undertaking of my college career. 

ILLUSTRATION BY ESTHER TANG & ARELI NAVARRO MAGALLÓN 

QUIET FROM PAGE 12 

fingers clenched at her lip for her pain 
to become palpable. As Marcus, Noah 
Jupe primarily uses his animated 
eyes to emphasize the young boy’s 
sensitivity to the terrifying world 
around him. When Marcus’ eyes 
widen at Lee’s suggestion that he 
accompany him fishing, the viewer is 
on the same page as Marcus from the 
get-go. 

In the film’s opening minutes, 
the sounds of a battery-operated 
toy leads to a 4-year-old getting 
murdered in front of his family. This 
initial scene establishes and adds to 
the survivalist nature of the world 
of “A Quiet Place” and adds to the 
nerve-shredding potency of each 
of the remaining 95 minutes. From 
the very start, the viewer anxiously 
awaits the inevitable moment when 
the family makes a mistake. When 
Regan perfectly catches a toy that 
has fallen off a shelf, the audience 
breathes a sigh of relief. When it is 
revealed that one of the basement 
steps has a protruding nail, dread 
lurks, as the question of which 
unlucky family member will be the 
one to step on the nail emerges. 
Later, when a lantern accidentally 
shatters, everyone on screen and in 
the theater is put on the edge of their 
seat, because everyone knows that 
the creatures will eventually make 
their presence known. 

“A Quiet Place” proves that the 
horror genre will never die, as horror 
films will always find the most 
inventive ways to bring a frightening 
dimension to everyday life. “Jaws” 
continues to deter swimmers from the 
ocean. “The Ring” made people afraid 
of their phones. Similarly, “A Quiet 
Place” makes silence scary by turning 
it into an essential for survival in a 
previously noisy world. You’ll be too 
frightened to even think about eating 
popcorn or unwrapping a candy bar 
while watching this movie. 

VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM 
TO FIND A LOCATION NEAR YOU 

WE DELIVER! 

WHERE 

FRESH 
& FAST

 MEET ® 

mailto:NGP2@RICE.EDU
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My first article for the Thresher sports 
section was a preview of the football team’s 
2015 road game at the University of Texas, 
Austin. Rice was feeling pretty good about 
itself. The week prior, the Owls had destroyed 
FCS team Wagner University 56-16 in the 
season opener. They were coming off three 
consecutive bowl appearances and were 
picked by the conference media to finish 
second in the Conference USA West Division 
behind only Louisiana Tech University. 

The Longhorns were coming off a brutal 
loss to the University of Notre Dame. They 
looked vulnerable. And Rice truly believed 
it had a chance to beat Texas. At least, head 
coach David Bailiff said it did. 

“We’re dreaming big right now,” Bailiff 
said. “For us to pull it off, we have to be the 
best team and not turn the ball over, not get 
stupid penalties. You can’t go to Austin and 
have any of that go against you. You know, 
we’re dreaming big.” 

Since those big dreams were crushed in 
a 42-28 loss in Austin, Rice football has won 
just eight games. Yes, I can count every Rice 
football win during my three years working 
for the Thresher sports section on my own two 
hands. It has not been pretty. At all.

This is my final column as the Thresher 
Sports Editor. For those who do not know, I 

am transitioning to be next year’s co-Editor-
in-Chief. I don’t know if this is the last sports 
column I will ever write for the Thresher, but 
I know that any contributions I make will be 
far less regular. As I look back on that press 
conference that marked the beginning of my 
tenure with the Thresher, I see a certain irony 
in all of my work.

I have spent three years writing columns 
about Rice Athletics. Some have been 
complimentary, but the majority, especially 
my most recent piece about the current state 
of Rice’s men’s sports, have been negative. 
Yet, despite all of the negativity, those big 
dreams Bailiff talked about nearly three years 
ago remain.

There is still hope that Rice can make 
it onto the national stage. Outside of the 
baseball team’s dominant run of the late 

1990s and early 2000s, that dream has never 
come true. But that doesn’t mean that it won’t.

Rice Athletics is showing a commitment 
to winning. It has responded to three 
disappointing football seasons by replacing 
its head coach with a young, up-and-coming 
coach who views Rice’s academics as an 
asset, not a limitation. It has prioritized the 
men’s basketball team to the point that its 
recruiting classes have ranked in the top three 
in the conference four of the past five years, 
including, as of today, 2018. Only transfers 
have impeded the program’s rise. Like it or 
not, it has yet to extend legendary baseball 
head coach Wayne Graham’s contract in 
response to baseball’s declining record.

On the women’s side, women’s 
basketball recruiting has helped the 
Owls rise from mediocrity to consecutive 
postseason tournament appearances 
and a tournament championship. Soccer, 
tennis, track, volleyball and swimming 
have all been consistently good, racking up 
conference championships and postseason 
appearances during Athletic Director Joe 
Karlgaard’s tenure.

And yet, success alone has never been 
enough for Karlgaard’s department. He has 
been open about Rice’s desire to rise through 
the conference ranks, unsatisfied with 

remaining in C-USA. When the Big 12 opened 
itself to new applicants, Rice put its name in 
the running and made the first round of cuts 
before the league backtracked and decided 
not to invite new members. The idea of Rice 
someday being back in a power conference 
is not as far-fetched as it may currently seem; 
its academic prowess and potential in the 
Houston market are assets few other Group of 
Five schools can boast.

Those big dreams, as crazy as they may 
appear right now, are not so unachievable. It’s 
perfectly acceptable for Rice fans to keep up 
hope; what would sports fandom be without 
it? There will be a day when the Owls again 
have a big win, when they defeat a rival they 
haven’t beaten in years, when they will be 
triumphant once more. That’s the beauty of 
sports; every season is a new beginning. So 
keep dreaming big, Owls fans. Here’s hoping 
that someday those dreams come true. Time 
for me to sign off.

A new beginning: Owls fans can keep dreaming big

Golf victorious in Nashville

Those big dreams, as crazy as 
they may appear right now, 
are not so unachievable. It’s 
perfectly acceptable for Rice 
fans to keep up hope. 

GOLF

EDITOR’S COLUMN: THE FINAL KAUNTDOWN

MICHAEL BYRNES
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR  / MEB18@RICE.EDU 

In its final regular-season tournament 
this year, the Rice golf team won its first 
title of the season, holding off second-
place Lipscomb University by five strokes 
at the Ryman Hospitality Intercollegiate 
in Nashville, Tenn. Senior Mitchell 
Meissner shot a season-low five-under 
par and tied for first place overall, 
earning Conference USA’s Co-Golfer of 
the Week award for the second time in 
his Rice career. 

It was a wire-to-wire win for the Owls, 
as they took a four-shot lead after the 
first round, led by Meissner’s season-
low score of 67. During the second round 
of play, Rice widened the lead even 
further, carding the only team round 
under par on the day on their way to 
opening up a nine-stroke lead over the 
competition. The Owls struggled a bit 
on the front nine of the third and final 
round but righted the ship on the back 
nine and closed out strong with a five-
stroke team victory. Head coach Justin 
Emil said he was impressed with the 
team’s composure in the final round.

“A lot of times, when you’re leading 
through two rounds, there’s an increased 
amount of pressure to get the job done,” 
Emil said. “[But] that’s what they did, 
especially on the final nine holes, where 
they shot eight under [par].”

Meissner recorded the second victory 
of his collegiate career and became only 
the second Rice golfer since 1985 to card 
multiple victories as an Owl. Through 
two rounds, he led the field by four 
strokes, recording a career-best 36-hole 
score of 136 on the par-71 course. He 
struggled early during the last round at 
four over par on the front nine, but he 
recovered smoothly with three birdies 
on the back nine to finish tied for the 
individual title. Meissner said it was just 
a matter of staying patient and waiting 
for the shots to fall.

“On the front nine, I wasn’t that far off; 
I had some unlucky breaks,” Meissner 
said. “I knew that my game was still there 
and I just [told] myself to be patient. [I 

knew] that birdies were out there, and I 
had to go chase them.”

Emil said Meissner’s performance was 
especially impressive considering a key 
adjustment he made mid-season.

“[Meissner] had struggled with his 
putting in the fall, [so] he switched to 
left-handed putting, from right-handed,” 
Emil said. “I think he might be the only 
college golfer ever to switch from right to 
left handed and win both ways.”

Senior Mario Carmona had the Owls’ 
second-best performance of the week, 
tying for ninth place overall — his 11th 
career top-ten finish — and freshmen Jake 
Benson and Rishi Kejriwal both placed in 
the top 20 overall. According to Meissner, 
the victory was especially important for 
the freshmen on the team.

“It’s big for [Benson and Kejriwal] to 
get a win their freshman year and see that 
success,” Meissner said. “I think they will 
continue to strive for that and create an 
atmosphere of excellence and success on 
the team going forward.”

Prior to last week’s tournament, the 
Owls had endured some recent struggles, 
failing to crack the top 10 in three of their 
last four contests. According to Carmona, 
this week’s victory couldn’t have come at 
a better time. 

“Victory is always good, no matter 
when it comes,” Carmona said. “[But] 
especially around this time of the year, 
it means a lot, going into conference and 
building some momentum. At the end of 
the day, we feel good and we’re going to 
[keep doing] what we’ve been doing: just 
being patient and committing to every 
shot at hand.”

The Owls now look forward to the 
postseason, which begins on Tuesday at 
the C-USA championship in Texarkana, 
Ark. According to Emil, the team’s strong 
chemistry will be a crucial part of their 
future success, as it has been all year.

“We’ve got a great group of guys; they 
get along wonderfully,” Emil said. “They 
encourage each other, they have tough 
conversations with each other, they 
help each other out: They do everything 
together and they do it well. I couldn’t be 
more pleased with this group.”
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S T A N D I N G S
With just two sports   — women’s soccer and coed floor hockey — and 
the participation score still undecided, Will Rice holds a commanding 

11-point lead over Duncan in the President’s Cup standings. In order for 
Duncan to win outright, it needs to win all three remaining categories 
while Will Rice is simultaneously shut out. With Duncan still in the mix 

in both sports (and participation), the game isn’t up just yet.
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Sam Stewart is graduating next month. 
After four years of balancing a double major 
in economics and managerial studies with 
his role as a running back for the Rice football 
team, he is going to walk across the stage in 
front of Lovett Hall and receive his degree. 

Stewart spent his years at Rice as one of 
the Owls’ top offensive players. He led the 
team in rushing in 2016 and was the team’s 
starting running back in 2017 despite dealing 
with injuries throughout the year. One of his 
favorite memories, he said, was making it 
onto SportsCenter’s Top 10 plays for a kickoff 
return against the University of Texas, Austin 
when he camouflaged his white uniform 
against the white paint spelling out “Texas” 
in the Longhorns’ endzone. 

Graduating in 2018, however, was not 
Stewart’s plan. He was planning  to stay 
another year and finish out his eligibility 
for the football team while taking his time 

to complete his studies. But one play during 
Rice’s season finale against the University of 
North Texas changed everything. 

“I remember right before the hit, I 
remember getting the handoff and I remember 
seeing the linebacker,” Stewart said. “I had 
ducked my head, a normal football move like I 
always do, I lowered my shoulder and as soon 
as impact hit that’s when I lost all memory. I 
woke up in the ambulance.”

The play occurred with 7:46 remaining 
in the second quarter. It was Stewart’s first 
carry of the day. He ran up the middle for one 
yard before he collided with a North Texas 
defender, and he did not get up. The hit left 
a hush over the Rice Stadium crowd. Stewart 
laid on the ground unconscious for almost 
20 minutes before he was carried off on a 
stretcher and driven away in an ambulance.

“You always see [major injuries] but you 
never think it’s going to happen to you or even 
somebody you know,” Stewart said. “They 
had me strapped down to a [back]board and 
kept telling me not to move. They were asking 

me if I could feel this, feel that.”
Fortunately for Stewart, he had movement 

in all of his extremities. He spent the night 
in the hospital for precautionary reasons but 
was released the next day with nothing but 
a concussion. The worst news, Stewart said, 
came during a seemingly routine appointment 
with a spine specialist a few weeks later. 

“I was just thinking I’m about to get cleared 
to play,” Stewart said. “[The doctor] had the 
images of the tests he had done pulled up, 
my images and a normal person’s image. He 
showed me the discrepancies … In two areas, 
in my neck and my lower back, the spinal cord 
was supposed to be 16 millimeters in diameter 
and mine was only 10 or 11. I didn’t have those 
shock absorbers to take impact.”

As a result of his spine, Stewart can 
no longer play football. He said he was 
heartbroken when the doctors told him he 
had to quit the sport he loved. 

“I was in shock,” Stewart said. “He told 
me and it didn’t hit me at first. I just sat there 
like ‘OK, what does this even mean?’ Then he 

verbally said ‘You can’t play anymore.’ I just 
broke down, started crying.”

“A lot of what-if situations went through 
my head,” Stewart said. “What if I woke up 
two minutes earlier? What if I didn’t go in the 
game? What if I didn’t take on the hit like that? 
A whole bunch of what-if situations, I would 
still be playing. But then it could be, what if I 
[got] hit even worse and I’m paralyzed now? 
What if I died? There’s a lot of things that go 
through your head in that moment.”

Nearly five months later, Stewart is 
finishing his coursework to graduate in May 
and is completely healthy. 

While he can’t practice, he is helping the 
football team by filming spring practices and 
meeting with recruits. Outside of football, he 
said he is currently in the process of searching 
for a job in finance. 

“I don’t want to jinx it yet, but I’m pretty 
confident something is about to come up 
for me,” Stewart said with a smile. “I have a 
couple options.”

Stewart said although he battled through 
injuries, team struggles and difficult 
schoolwork during his four years, he is 
grateful he made the decision to come to Rice. 

“There were definitely times when I re-
considered why I came here because school 
is hard,” Stewart said. “Classes get hard, foot-
ball gets tough, we weren’t winning. It was 
tough, a big accumulation of a lot of things re-
ally made me second guess if I [chose the right 
school]. Looking back at it, it’s a reward once 
you get through it. Times get tough anywhere 
you go, but once I actually saw the bigger pic-
ture and allowed myself to step back, that’s 
when I realized I made the right decision.”

He said he considers himself fortunate to 
be living a normal life. 

“Luckily everything worked out,” 
Stewart said. “I’m not paralyzed, I’m not in 
a wheelchair. Things could have been a lot 
worse; I’m definitely thankful.”

FOOTBALL

Stewart looks toward the future after career-ending injury

Redshirt junior Sam Stewart looks for an opening in the defense during Rice’s loss to Stanford 
University In the 2017 season opener. Stewart was the Owls’ leading rusher in 2016 and their starting 
running back this past year until an injury cut short his football career in the final game of the season. courtesy rice athletics
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to  rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle & 
High School Math, Natural & Social Science, 
Foreign Language, Humanities, and SAT/
ACT prep. Reliable transportation required. 
Pay is based upon a variety of factors. Con-
tact 832-428-8330 and email resume to sri.
iyengar@sriacademicservices.com

SITTER/DRIVER NEEDED afternoons from 
around 2-7pm 3/4 days a week to help with 
driving kids to activities, meal prep and gen-

eral childcare. Somewhat flexible. Reliable 
car, safe driving record and references re-
quired. Reply to vgershanik@yahoo.com

SUMMER SUBLET WANTED. Furnished 2 
bedroom, proximity to downtown a plus, 
needed for June 1 - mid-August. Contact Elis-
abeth Joung at 2013-561-6232

SUMMER AND/OR SCHOOL YEAR: Fur-
nished rooms in a 2 bedroom, 1 bath apart-
ment for $640 per room per student, bills 
paid. 1 bedroom, 1 bath, separate living 
room, dining room and kitchen $965 bills 
paid in Rice Village. Walk to campus. Con-
tact 713-205-6681 - melsyo@sbcglobal.net

SUD ITALIA is looking for a part time host-

ess. Primarily weekend hours. Call (713) 664- 7571 or email resume to info@suditalia.com

CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Shannon Klein 
Business Director

thresher-ads@rice.edu 
P.O. Box 1892

Houston, TX 77005-1892
(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire and written by Joey McGlone and Isaac Schultz. This week, Sam Rossum and Simona Matovic contributed. Ikey and Joey have thoroughly appreciated 
writing this tectonic undertaking. Weekly, we have attempted to send mixed signals and, hey, sometimes we conveyed something. A big thanks to Carrie, Christina, Kelly and 

Riley. Whether or not you enjoyed what we’ve done, the work that they have done has enhanced the quality of our attempts literally tens of dozens of times (except Riley). For 
the last time, please send any questions to farts@rice.edu. While farts@rice may soon be gone, farts at Rice will always be around.

The “Who Watches the Watch-
men” Award for Raising Eyebrows

Don Ostdiek

THE

BACKIES
The “Man of La Mancha” Award 

for Dreaming the Impossible 
Dream

DACA

The Al Gore Award for “An 
Inconvenient Truth”

The inability of the death of my dog 
of 13 years, Waldo, to move me. 

The Beto O’Rourke Award For 
Being More Appealing Than Ted 

Cruz

Everyone, Ever.

The Gotta Catch ‘Em All award for 
Eliminating Workplace Misconduct

#MewTwo

The Dean Hutch Award for “This 
Too Shall Pass” 

Gas

The Charles Manson Award for 
“Not Being Sorry”

The Backpage Editors, c. January 
15, 2018

The Russians Meddling in a Race 
Award for “Do They Even Go 

Here” 

GSA

The “Chelsea (My 8th Grade 
Girlfriend)” Award for “The One 

That Got Away”

MORGAN GILLIS

The Jesus Christ Award for “Unde-
termined but Eagerly Awaited 

Returns” 

Willy’s Pub

White House Award for Highest 
Turnover

Men’s Sports 

The “Big Yellow Taxi” Award for 
“Not Knowing What You Got ‘Till 

It’s Gone”

West Lot

The Porn Award for “just making 
you wish it were the real thing”

THE HOOT

The Barack Obama Award for 
“Missing The Old Days”

Salento AT Brochstein

The Harvey Award for Greatest 
National Tragedy

Toss up: Hurricane and Weinstein

The “iPhone 9” Award for “So...Is 
This Ever Gonna Happen?”

My Lab Partner




