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8.2 BITCOIN PER YEAR DRUNK ON SCIENCE ROUND OF APPAWS 
Rice should accept 
Bitcoin to forward 
economic accessibility 

Professors share 
research, enthusiasm 
at science cafes 

‘Isle of Dogs’ 
continues Wes 
Anderson tradition 

SEE OPS P. 4 SEE SPOTLIGHT P. 5 SEE A&E P. 9 

A NEW ERA 
Lovett Hall awaits new dean 

Bridget Gorman 

ELLA FELDMAN 
THRESHER STAFF / EMF6@RICE.EDU 

Bridget Gorman has spent 
the last seven years caring for 
the approximately 350 students 
at Will Rice College. Starting in 
July, she will take 3,500 more 
under her wing. 

Gorman, who is magister 
at Will Rice and chair of the 
department of sociology, will 
succeed John Hutchinson 
as Rice’s next dean of 
undergraduates on July 1, 2018. 

Gorman said she applied 
to be dean because she cares 
deeply about undergraduate 
life at Rice. 

“Being dean of undergrad-
uates to me means being in-
volved and attentive and being 
a good listener,” she said. “[It 
means] thinking about what 
does it mean to be at Rice, what 
are our values, what is our cul-
ture and how can we continue 
to make changes and continue 
on with what we’re doing going 
forward in such a way that we’re 
enhancing that.” 

Gorman was selected from a 
pool of about 100 applicants by 
Provost Marie Lynn Miranda and 
President David Leebron, with 
the help of a search committee 
chaired by Dean of Graduate 

GORMAN CONT. ON PAGE 3 

illustration by esther tang 

SPORTS 

3 men’s basketball 
players to transfer 

ERIC BARBER 
FOR THE THRESHER / EMB11@RICE.EDU 

For the second consecutive 
season, multiple men’s 
basketball players will transfer 
from Rice. Freshmen Malik 
Osborne and Miles Lester 
announced on Twitter that 
they received their releases, 
while sophomore Austin Meyer 
confirmed to the Thresher that 
he too intends to transfer and 
received his release. 

Meyer struggled to get as 
much playing time this season 
as he did in his freshman 
campaign, appearing in only 22 
games. He did see an increase 
in his scoring production, 
but at the same time, his 
rebounding figures dropped 
from the season before, in 
which he started 10 games. 

This past year, Rice 
has provided me an 
opportunity to grow. 

Miles Lester 
Freshman Guard 

Lester, who earned a 
scholarship after initially being 
recruited as a preferred walk-
on, got valuable minutes in the 
backup point guard position. 
He was the most efficient 
qualifying Owls player from 
behind the 3-point line this 
season, shooting at a clip of 
37.7 percent. In a statement on 
Twitter, Lester said the decision 
to transfer was among the more 
difficult decisions he’s ever had 
to make. 

“This past year, being at Rice 
has provided me an opportunity 

TRANSFERS CONT. ON PAGE 10 
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Luck of the draw: Number of students kicked off campus varies by college 
WILL LEDIG On a college-by-college basis, believes Hanszen’s high number of to,” Frankovsky said. “With this “Without addressing housing 
THRESHER STAFF /  WPL1@RICE.EDU McMurtry College had the largest students willingly living off campus trend, the college will be missing inequality, the administration is 

percentage of students who is due to a general dissatisfaction a crucial part of our culture, and willingly letting engagement at 
The numbers don’t lie: No one wanted to live on-campus but with Hanszen’s facilities with our underclassman will only colleges suffer as more and more 

wants to live at Hanszen College. were unable to secure spots at 15 respect to their pricing. This year, be hindered by it. I implore the upperclassmen move off campus, 
Percentages of students percent, followed closely by Jones Hanszen kicked off only three university to at least tell us when looking for housing that is not 

moving off voluntarily or trying to College at 13 percent. students, according to Frankovsky. our needs will be addressed, wildly overpriced and out-dated.” 
stay on next year reveal disparities According to McMurtry “I understand up-charging instead of pretending year after Shubhangi Madhani, one of 
between residential colleges. Housing Jack Coordinator Sofia to make a profit,” Frankovsky, a year like they aren’t capitalizing Jones’ two room jack coordinators, 
With an especially large current Russo, demand for on-campus Hanszen sophomore, said, “but off of a far depreciated asset at our said she believes that Jones’ high 
freshman class, some colleges are housing at McMurtry has expecting students to live with entire culture’s expense.” number of students who tried to 
kicking off more upperclassmen to increased due not only to close amenities that are staggeringly Last semester, previous External stay on-campus — 208 students 
make room, according to rooming proximity to college events, but inferior to other colleges while Vice President Nik Liebster competed for 172 available beds 
coordinators at Brown, Duncan, also to changing increasing rents paying the same amount and be said he started a movement to this year — is consistent with past 
McMurtry and Will Rice Colleges, near campus. Average Houston content about their situation is just encourage Hanszenites to suggest years. 
while others hardly need to kick rent has increased 16 percent in absurd.” improvements for their facilities to Robert Williamson, one of last 
off anyone at all. the last five years, according to According to Frankovsky, most the Vision for the Second Century, year’s room jack coordinators at 

“It seems like more people were data from RentJungle, compared of Hanszen’s off-campus students Second Decade campaign. Jones, said many students want to 
kicked this year, likely because to a 7 percent increase in campus are seniors, a number that has “I thought the V2C2 campaign live on campus at Jones due to its 
our current freshmen are all room and board over the same more than doubled over the last was the perfect platform for getting architecture and culture. 
guaranteed beds, and since their period. five years. the administration’s attention, “I think the architecture in 
class is a little larger, we had to Hanszen Chief Justice Frank “Our seniors are supposed to because it stresses the importance part makes people want to live on 
bump more,” Brown Internal Vice Frankovsky III, who runs the be our leaders, be the ones who set of a ‘transformative undergraduate campus, both because we have 
President Kathryn Pickrell said. college’s room draw, said that he examples for others to follow suit experience,’” Liebster said. HOUSING CONT. ON PAGE 2 

mailto:WPL1@RICE.EDU
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Nails On The Run’s mission is to deliver a unique and timely service to all of our customers, 

from men to women to young children.

Cut nails, trim cuticles, shiny buff, or polish
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6135 KIRBY DR. HOUSTON, TX 77005 
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good rooms, but also the tangible floor 
culture,” Williamson, a Jones College 
junior, said. “It’s both distinct but 
open to change with new students, 
which gives Jones floor culture a 
dynamic feel.”

In order of students choosing to 
live off-campus, Martel College came 
first with with 39 percent, followed 
by Hanszen College with 36 percent, 
Brown with 32 percent, and Will Rice 
and Lovett Colleges with 31 percent.

According to Will Rice bylaws, 
students who voluntarily move off 
campus as opposed to entering the 
on-campus eligibility lottery receive 
higher priority in room jack the 
next year. This year, only five beds 
were available for juniors at Will 
Rice, and 76 students moved off 
voluntarily.

Martel Vice President Eric Shi said 
these percentages vary year to year, 
but that generally very few Martelians 
are forced to live off-campus since so 
many do so voluntarily. 

“Last year we were able to give 
everyone who wanted to live on-
campus a spot, and the year before 
there were about five people left on the 
waitlist for the fall but everyone was 
accommodated in the spring,” Shi said.

According to Shi, Martel’s close 
proximity to off-campus housing 
leads to a greater number of students 
moving out.

“For example, Bolsover [a nearby 
street]  has many houses that 
Martelians live in, and the college is 
also within walking distance so it’s 
convenient too,” Shi said. “And then 
since the houses go quickly, people 
probably just preemptively decide 
to move off-campus rather than wait 
to find out and scramble to find off-
campus housing.”

Percentage of students electing to move off campus differs among colleges
HOUSING FROM PAGE 1
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 The Rice Alliance 
for Mental Health 
Awareness hosted its 
second annual mental 
health forum. 

read it online
Left to right: Lovett College sophomore Kayla Cherry, Wiess College sophomore Johannah Palomo, Baker 
College sophomore Cody Treybig, psychologist Timothy Baumgartner and social worker Sarah Narendorf 
discuss anxiety and depression at an on-campus mental health forum.

sirui zhou/thresher

We looked at how many students voluntarily and involuntarily moved 
off campus. Values estimated based on data from room coordinators.

infographic by sydney garrett

Without addressing housing 
inequality, the administration 
is willingly letting engagement 
at colleges suffer.

 
Nik Liebster

Former Hanszen External 
Vice President

ricethresher.org
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TRACEY DIBBS
THRESHER STAFF / TD19@RICE.EDU 

A new European studies major will be 
available to declare in the fall 2018 semester 
after two years of planning following a 
faculty initiative, according to head of the 
classical and European studies department 
Scott McGill.  

“The major deals with the complex 
emergence and global impact of Europe 
as a historical reality and an idea,” McGill 
said. “We want to address how Europe has 
been, and is, defined, beyond the basic fact 
of geography.” 

McGill said the major aims to analyze 
what it means to be European or of 
European descent. 

“Who gets to claim that identity? Who 
defines themselves against that identity? 
How has that identity impacted other global 
identities?” McGill said. “These questions 
seem especially urgent in the current 
political climate.” 

Faculty members in the classical studies 
department, French studies department 
and German studies department created 

the major to address what they considered a 
hole in the curriculum, according to McGill. 

McGill said the new major will give 
coherence to the department of classical 
and European studies, which was created 
three years ago and comprises the programs 
of classical studies, French studies and 
German studies. 

“We wanted to have a curriculum forum 
for collaboration,” McGill said. “The major 
will also serve as a platform from which 
to expand the department in different 
disciplinary areas, [such as] Italian studies, 
Slavic studies and post-colonial studies.” 

Matthew Frizzell, who said he plans 
to double major in classical studies and 
German studies, said he is interested in 
taking classes in the major. 

“I was initially worried that [the creation 
of the major] was stage one of phasing out 
[or] merging the already very small majors 
in the classical and European studies 
department,” Frizzell, a Hanszen College 
freshman, said. “But I’ve been assured that 
this isn’t the case, so that’s good.” 

McGill said there are currently roughly 
40 majors across the three programs of the 
classical and European studies department. 

The new major will also allow students 
to analyze major works of literature, art 
and architecture in the European tradition, 
according to McGill. 

“In the humanities, we once had HUMA 
101 and 102 that were, essentially, great 
books courses especially in that tradition 
for freshmen,” McGill said. “[Those courses] 
have not been taught in recent years. Two of 
our core courses, EURO 101 and 102, will fill 
that void.” 

McGill said the major, which will require 
30 credit hours, will have three newly created 

core courses: EURO 101, 102 and 401, a 
capstone course. The remaining required 
classes are currently existing electives, four 
of which must be outside of the European 
and classical studies department to ensure an 
interdisciplinary scope, according to McGill. 

McGill said though there is no language 
requirement for the course, students are 
strongly encouraged to take courses in at least 
one European language and to study abroad. 

Frizzell said he is looking forward to this 
new option in the humanities. 

“I hope the new classes for the major will 
help me to bridge the gap between my main 
areas of interest, Latin and Greek literature 
and modern German literature, through 
a broad overview of European civilization 
across time,” Frizzell said. 

McGill said the creation of a new 
European Studies major will reflect and 
generate more student interest in the major. 

“We know that students at Rice have 
many options for majors,” McGill said. 
“But we also know that they have many 
interests, and we think that there is more 
than enough room in the curriculum for the 
[European studies] major.” 

New major aims to address perceived gap in humanities offerings

These questions seem 
especially urgent in the urrent 
political climate.

 
Scott McGill

Classical and European 
Studies Department Head

and Postdoctoral Studies Seiichi Matsuda, 
according to Matsuda.

When Matsuda and the committee began 
their search, Matsuda said they were looking 
for someone who had garnered the respect of 
students, staff and faculty across campus. He 
said Gorman fit this criteria perfectly.

“She is simply someone who everybody 
on campus respects at the highest level,” he 
said. “Regardless of what filter they’re using 
to assess a person, she seems to come out on 
top on everyone’s assessment.”

Gorman said she and her husband began 
discussing the possibility of her applying 
for dean about a year ago. Although she 
considered holding off applying until later in 
her career, she ultimately went forward with 
the application.

“I was just attracted to the position, and 
for whatever reason my gut said that this was 
the time to do it,” Gorman said. “As much as 
I can be a plotter and a planner in making all 
different kinds of decisions about things, a lot 
of my major life decisions I’ve gone with what 
my gut says to do, and generally speaking, 
those have been the right decisions.”

Gorman will be stepping down from both 
of her positions as sociology department 
chair and Will Rice magister.

“I’m stepping down from both of those 
positions at the end of June, but now 
stepping into an even bigger job by being 
dean of undergraduates, so there’s gonna be 
a period where I’m figuring out the day-to-day 
[activities] of my calendar to what are the big 
priorities that I have,” Gorman said.

Gorman will also be giving up her year-
long sabbatical, which all magisters receive at 
the end of their term, to take this position. She 
said the loss of sabbatical does not faze her.

“My sabbatical will still be there when I’m 
done,” she said.

Michael Devine, senior and former 
president of Will Rice, said he worked very 
closely with Gorman while he was president.

“Dr. Gorman has had to deal with some 
difficult situations as magister, yet she has 
always had the right response to those 
situations,” he said.

Gorman said that she is eager to build 

relationships and hear what students, faculty 
and staff want to see from her as dean.

“I’m looking forward to learning a lot more 
about the division in the months ahead and 
figuring out what it is that we can do better 
and what it is that is already awesome, and 
I’m gonna be talking to a lot of people in the 
months ahead and I’m really looking forward 
to those conversations,” she said.

One conversation that Gorman said she 
wants to continue is about sexual harassment 
and assault on campus, which she said she 
believes is one of the most pressing issues 
facing Rice. She said she hopes to continue 
improving the Critical Thinking in Sexuality 
workshop and using data to gauge its success  
and strengthen the program.

“We were ahead of the curve in terms of 
our Title IX office,” Gorman said. “I’m a data 
person, so I’m gonna be really curious to see 
the data on that and make sure that we are 
continuing to have a culture here that’s doing 
as much as we can to make sure that we can 
have as low a number as possible of persons 
who have been victims of sexual harassment 
or sexual assault.”

As a sociologist, Gorman has studied the 
disparities between racial and gender groups 
in health and well-being. Gorman said her 
focus on diversity and health will carry over 
to her position as dean.

“Our students are academically excellent, 
but also have different things that they need 
to help them excel and achieve the most that 
they can,” Gorman said.

Matsuda said he believes Gorman’s 
academic background sets her up to be an 
excellent dean.

“Bridget’s scholarship is about fairness,” 

he said. “She studies the disparities in 
outcomes based on health. That kind of 
mindset, to be a person who’s looking for 
fairness, and looking for positive outcomes 
for everybody, it’s really a great academic 
background for this position.”

The search committee, formed by Miranda, 
was composed of two undergraduate 
students, nine faculty members and Associate 
Provost Matt Taylor. The provost formed the 
committee with the intention of garnering 
representation from across the university, 
according to Matsuda.

The committee narrowed the applicants 
down to a group of finalists, and then 
forwarded those names to Miranda and 
Leebron, according to Matsuda. Matsuda 
said he was glad to see how many qualified 
applicants there were.

“The hard thing is that there’s so many 
great people who are so well qualified and 
willing to take on this very demanding role,” 
Matsuda said. 

Gorman said she looks to Hutchinson, 
who has served as dean for eight years, as a 
role model for how she should do her job.

“I think John is a tremendous leader,” 
Gorman said. “I think he’s had a very good 
eye on the whole division and during his time 
has gone through bit by bit, piece by piece, 
what’s working, what can we do better.”

Leebron said he trusts that Gorman will 
continue Hutchinson’s positive trajectory. 

“I think she’s popular with students and 
really respected by her peers on the faculty, 
by administrators here,” Leebron said. “I 
think the most important aspect is really the 
level of trust both in somebody’s judgement 
and somebody’s competence.”

The position of dean of undergraduates 
was created in 2005 when Robin Forman, 
who is now provost at Tulane University, 
became dean. Hutchinson took over the role 
in 2010 for a five-year term, and then accepted 
a three-year extension when Miranda became 
provost.

Matsuda said he is excited to see what 
Gorman will achieve as dean.

“She has earned our respect and she has 
earned our confidence, and now she’s just 
got to go out and be Dean Gorman. Dean 
Gorman’s going to be fantastic,” he said.

Students, faculty share hopes for Bridget Gorman as new dean of undergraduates
GORMAN FROM PAGE 1

THE ROAD TO DEAN

2002 Joined Rice faculty 
as associate 
sociology 
professor

2002 to 
2004

Served as Wiess 
College faculty 
associate

2012 Promoted to full 
professor

2014 Became 
department chair

2004
-2008

Served as Jones 
College resident 
associate

2008 to 
2011

Served as Jones 
faculty associate

2011 to 
2018

Served as Will Rice 
College magister 

2018
Announced 
as dean of 
undergraduates

infographic by sydney garrett

She is simply someone 
who everybody on campus 
respects at the highest level.

 
Seiichi Matsuda

Dean of Undergraduates 
Search Committee Chair
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I grew up surrounded by Indians who 
would automatically speak to me in Hindi. 
Why was I expected to know Hindi? I felt 
immense guilt and would apologetically 
explain that I speak Tamil, a South Indian 
language. My immigrant parents raised me 
to be fluent in reading and writing Tamil. 
Yet I was ashamed for not knowing popular 
Bollywood films or the “quintessential” 
Indian music because I felt that was crucial 
to being perceived as culturally Indian.  

I expected Rice to be more conducive 
for comprehensive dialogues surrounding 
cultural identity and not to be a part of 
this more pervasive pattern I had noticed 
growing up. My expectations were shattered 
when I found the primary South Asian 
undergraduate cultural organization on 
campus glorified a mold with which I 
have never identified. I found that in order 
to feel comfortable participating in their 
activities and events, I had to fulfill certain 
characteristics: being a fair-skinned North 
Indian, speaking Hindi and being familiar 
with Bollywood films. 

While claiming to be an organization for 
all South Asians at Rice, the South Asian 
Society caters to the experience of the North 
Indian Hindu. Playing primarily Hindi music 
at events, celebrating only Diwali and Holi 
and inserting GIFs from only Bollywood films 
into Listservs seem like harmless results of 
the SAS Executive Board serving popular 
interest. However, we must reflect on the 
assumptions that dictate these decisions. 
Historically, there has been a growing divide 
between North and South India. Despite 
significant differences in culture, the Indian 
experience is predominantly equated to 
being North Indian. South Asia is also a 
conglomeration of many other countries 
besides India: Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Pakistan and the 
Maldives. If I, as an Indian, feel excluded by 

SAS, then I can only begin to speculate how 
accessible SAS is to the broader South Asian 
community. Beside Hindus, there exist 
South Asians who identify as Muslim, Sikh, 
Jain and Christian.

It is imperative that SAS questions 
how it uses its social capital on campus 
in allowing for the expression of minority 
cultures and religions. Despite there being 
more prominent Hindi speakers on campus, 
it is the obligation of SAS to shape dialogue 
about inclusivity so that SAS itself does not 
play a role in furthering the perspective of 
a singular South Asia. If we find ourselves 
justifying the actions of SAS by saying that it 
is the voice of the majority and the popular, 
then we are part of the problem.  

Promises of increased inclusivity have 
been made by SAS presidents, and current 
efforts like screening the stand-up comedy 
film “Hasan Minhaj: Homecoming King,” 
which discusses the overall Indian-American 
childhood experience, are appreciated. 
However, these events should not be the 
exception and should not exist just to check 
the inclusivity box. It is encouraging that 
both platforms of those who ran for 2018-
19 SAS co-presidents prioritized planning 
events for Eid, Pongal and other festivals 
that demonstrate the cultural and religious 
heterogeneity of South Asia. However, 
tangible changes need to occur for SAS to 
be truly inclusive beyond mere words on 
presidential blurbs. The Executive Board 
needs to actively reach out to members 
outside of their social circles who hold 
various religious faiths and cultural beliefs 
to spark discussion and change. It is not the 
burden of those outside the SAS norm to 
justify that their traditions be at the forefront 
of SAS. Cultural shifts can be difficult to 
enact, but I trust that SAS has the social 
capital and means to shift the conversation 
on what it really means to be South Asian. 

OP-ED

Tell me what it really means to be South Asian

BHARATHI SELVAN
Hanszen College Sophomore
bs50@rice.edu

2018-19 
Housing: 

McMurtry is 
In Tents!

EDITORIAL CARTOON

cartoon by areli navarro magallón and esther tang

Rice has long heralded itself as a 
champion of diversity and accessibility. 
The broad range of our inclusivity and the 
quirkiness of our identity have cultivated 
a community that is at once beautifully 
diverse, unconventionally brilliant and 
unapologetically unique. However, the Rice 
community has often found itself grappling 
with the dissonance of comparing itself to 
peer institutions while retaining the facets 
of the university that set it apart. 

Separating Rice from the negative 
facets of such comparisons involves not 
only striding toward our core values with 
more conviction, but also widening the 
perspective with which we seek potential 
approaches. Perhaps now is the time to go 
further than unconventional wisdom and 
strive to transform our community into a 
facilitator of unconventional action. Rice 
can bring this vision to fruition by extending 
our definition of accessibility to include 
the most marginalized populations on the 
planet: those outside the jurisdictions of 
stable governments and without access 
to reliable fiat currency. We can do this by 
ushering a new form of payment through 
the Sallyport: bitcoin. 

Bitcoin was introduced in 2009 as an 
electronic cash system allowing payments 
from one party to another without any 
intermediate. No bank is required to 
store bitcoin or verify transactions and 
no government is needed to protect its 
intrinsic value. Rather, a chain of digital 
signatures—a blockchain—is used to 
secure transactions and verify payments. 
Bitcoin introduces a global payment system 
and store-of-value that can exist, for the 
first time, without any central authority 
whatsoever. 

Such a system serves as more than an 

alternative currency for people in extreme 
conditions. Refugees from war-torn nations 
can turn to bitcoin as a stable alternative 
when the value of their government-backed 
currencies is threatened. In Venezuela, 
for example, century-high inflation rates 
have made life impossibly expensive for 
the average citizen, leading thousands of 
Venezuelans to turn to bitcoin in order to 
afford basic necessities. Similarly, scores of 
Greeks have turned to bitcoin in response 
to closed Greek banks and an increasingly 
destabilized financial system. Access 
to mining and storing bitcoin in these 
communities has not only allowed civilians 
to provide for their families and secure their 
savings, but empowered them to sever their 
fates from those of collapsing institutions. 

The rise of decentralized currencies like 
bitcoin marks a turning point in history: 
a time in which money and autonomy 
can finally be in the hands of the people. 
However, no university in the world has yet 
extended a hand to those who have turned 
to bitcoin as their sole store-of-value. Rice is 
in a position to spearhead this movement. 
In accepting bitcoin, not only will Rice 
revolutionize the frontier of financial 
accessibility, but it will also further 
diversify its student body, distinguish its 
identity from those of peer institutions and 
embrace a stance of unconventional action. 

Bitcoin: The next frontier to accessibility at Rice
OP-ED

KUNAL SHAH
Wiess College Senior
ks45@rice.edu

Rice University has found a new dean 
of undergraduates in the form of Bridget 
Gorman, current Will Rice College magister 
and chair of the sociology department (p. 
1). She will succeed outgoing dean John 
Hutchinson in July. 

The dean of undergraduates has 
the difficult task of tying together every 
aspect of student life. We are pleased that 
Gorman said she will prioritize listening 
and engaging in conversations with a wide 
range of stakeholders. We cannot expect 
any incoming dean to have experience in 
every area under their broad purview, so 
we hope that Gorman focuses on learning 
more about the areas that she might be less 
familiar with, such as the workings of the 
Student Association.

We look forward to seeing Gorman 
use her unique skill set to improve 
undergraduate life. One example is student 
mental and physical health. The director 
of Student Health Services reports directly 
to the dean, and Gorman’s scholarship on 
health-related topics gives her the credibility 

to make tangible improvements in this area. 
Similarly, undergraduate teaching has often 
been at the forefront of student concerns. 
Gorman, who has won multiple teaching 
awards, is well-qualified to continue efforts 
started by students and faculty to increase 
discourse on how teaching can be improved.

The dean of undergraduates is the 
primary administrator with the ability to 
be a voice for the student body. Gorman 
should actively work with and listen to 
students rather than act unilaterally as an 
administrator. For the potential of the dean’s 
role to be fully recognized, trust is required 
on both sides — for students to trust that the 
dean will represent the students and not 
only the wishes of the president and other 
administrators, and for the dean to trust 
student input.

Dean Hutch has gone to great lengths 
to make the position what it is now, and 
he has laid the foundation for a strong 
dean-student rapport. As such, prior to the 
beginning of her term, Gorman can certainly 
learn from his successes and his missteps. 

STAFF EDITORIAL

New dean has potential to be a voice for students

It is not the burden of those 
outside the SAS norm to 
justify that their traditions 
be at the forefront of SAS.
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It’s a Tuesday evening at the Black 
Labrador Pub in Montrose and the pub’s 
well-worn wooden floors are seeing traffic 
as Houston community members gather 
to hear Stephen Bradshaw, an associate 
professor in the department of physics and 
astronomy, speak about solar astrophysics. 
Stunning visual images of the Sun from 
observation satellites help Bradshaw to 
explain the complexities of solar storms 
and space weather to the general public in 
outreach events, such as the Rice Science 
Cafe. Sponsored by the Wiess School of 
Natural Sciences, Rice Science Cafes occur 
several times per semester.

Science cafe speakers must consider 
carefully how to make scientific concepts 
accessible and engaging to lay audiences 
in their approximately 20-minute-long 
talks that are followed by a Q&A session 
and discussion. 

Bradshaw said that the key to a good 
outreach talk is making your work relevant 
to others. 

“Luckily, in solar astrophysics, there 
is a very easy and obvious connection 
to society through space weather, which 
is determined by the level of the Sun’s 
activity,” Bradshaw said. “This has 
consequences for the Earth in terms of 
causing damage to our satellites, which 
affects communications and GPS.”  

Another past speaker from the Rice 
Science Cafe series is Scott Solomon, 
an associate teaching professor in the 
department of biosciences. When giving 

outreach talks, Solomon tries to think 
about what subjects within biology would 
be intriguing to the general public. These 
subjects may not necessarily have to do 
with his own research, which is focused on 
ant evolution and diversity.

“I think about what topics would be 
of interest to a broad audience and try to 
learn as much as I can about what is known 
about those topics,” Solomon said. “I read 
the work of others, interview scientists, 
learn what their research can tell us and 
try to put it all together in a way that would 
be interesting and understandable to a 
broad audience.”

Solomon used his experiences 
interacting with the public after the 
publication of his book, “Future Humans: 
Inside the Science of our Continuing 
Evolution,” to develop his most 
recent science cafe talk on how space 
colonization of Mars or other planets 
might change human evolution. Solomon 
posits that people will need to survive 
and reproduce in low gravity and high 
radiation environments, which may lead 
to evolutionary changes, such as increases 
in mutation rates. 

“When I was going around and giving 
talks about the book to different groups, 
that was the question that kept coming up 
again and again,” Solomon said. “People 
wanted me to talk about more about space, 
such as what happens if we are on Mars 
and how will we evolve. So I’ve ended 
up exploring that topic in more detail in 
subsequent talks that I’ve given.”

The questions and dialogue following 
science cafe talks can help speakers to 

gauge the audience’s engagement and 
interest in the science they described in 
their presentations. One thing Solomon 
likes about the science cafés is that they 
are interactive and informal. He even 
tries not to use Powerpoint slides during 
his talks.

“I like to just engage people in a 
discussion and keep my prepared remarks 
brief, so that I can allow a lot of time for 
questions. You can tell how interested 
people are based on whether or not they’re 
asking questions. And you can really tailor 
the rest of the event to the interests of the 
audience,” Solomon said.

Additionally, the interactive format 
of the science cafe allows the public to 
get facetime with scientists. Considering 
that based on a 2017 Research America 
survey, 81 percent of Americans cannot 
name a living scientist, science cafes 
are an opportunity for scientists and the 
broader community to directly interact. 
From Bradshaw’s perspective, while 
scientists “stay one step removed from 
the people,” there will always be mistrust 
of science.  

“I think there is a strain of anti-
intellectualism, which pervades many 
societies today,” Bradshaw said. 
“Universities haven’t helped because 
there is this perception of elitism, which is 
unfortunate.”

Bradshaw said that scientists should be 
making more effort to communicate why 
their work is important.

“[They need] to say this is what we’re 
doing with your money, this is why we 
believe it is important and we’re not just 

sitting about doing this stuff that has no 
impact on you,” Bradshaw said. “This is 
how what we are doing is changing lives, 
hopefully for the better.”

Science cafes give scientists a 
valuable opportunity to continue 
developing their communication skills 
for non-technical audiences and show 
why science is, according to Solomon, 
“the coolest thing ever.”

“I think that if you are excited about 
something and you can convey that 
enthusiasm and excitement that other 
people tend to get excited too,” Solomon 
said. “Most of us do science because we 
love it and we’re fascinated by it. If that 
doesn’t come through in your talk, then 
there is no chance that other people will 
share your enthusiasm. Enthusiasm is 
infectious.”

SCIENCE 
BEYOND THE
HEDGES 

HERE LIES A MINI CROSSWORD
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ACROSS
1 Prime meridian zone
4  They used to be   
 wrought-iron, now  
 they come in cans
6 When the moon hits  
 your eye like a big  
 pizza pie?
7 New interdisciplinary  
 STEM major, casually
8 Mrs., in Sevilla

DOWN
1 For when you’re   
 bored?
2 Fiercely scrub
3  Incognita
4 Eaten by and created 
 dinosaurs
5 Search engine   
 optimization,   
 for short
  

Crossword by Isaac Schultz
 Backpage Editor  / ims1@rice.edu

Answers will be posted on ricethresher.org and on the 
Thresher Facebook page.

COURTESY STEPHEN BRADSHAW

Most of us do science 
because we love it and 
we’re fascinated by it. If 
that  doesn’t come through 
in your talk , then there is 
no chance that other people 
will share your enthusiasm.

 
Scott Solomon 

BioSciences Associate 
Teaching Professor 

Professors aim to acquaint the general 
public with their research through informal 
talks and discussions at a local Houston bar.

Stephen Bradshaw lectures 
on astronomy. He is one of 
several Rice science professors 
who gives talks for the general 
public at Rice Science Cafes.  
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Free shuttle to home or office.* 

Demo’s Automotive Center
2438 Tangley at Kelvin in Rice Village

713-526-3781

Don’t Horse Around  
with Auto Repair!

Our collision repair &  
mechanical service  

will make your vehicle 
look & run like new.

Our Mechanical Service  
Lowers Car Operating Costs
Fine tuning means better gas mileage.
Alignment & rotation increases tire life.

Scheduled maintenance reduces  
engine wear.

Demo Jr.
Since 1988

Costa
Since 1980

Demo
Since 1964

*Some geographic restrictions apply.

ARIANA ENGLES
FOR THE THRESHER / ACE10@RICE.EDU

Tucked in the corner of Fondren Library’s 
first floor is the newly created Houston 
Jewish History Archive, housed in the 
Woodson Research Center. The archive will 
officially launch on July 1, but some pieces, 
like a banner from Beth Jacob Synagogue 
and Houston Hillel yearbooks, are already 
available for viewing. 

When Hurricane Harvey hit Houston, 
it deeply affected the Jewish community, 
especially in Meyerland, Texas which 
suffered extensive flood damage. The storm 
prompted archive creators Joshua Furman, 
a post doctoral fellow in the Jewish Studies 

department, and University Historian Melissa 
Kean to act quickly to preserve artifacts and 
collections.

“Jewish history here [in Houston] was 
literally being washed away and thrown out,” 
Furman said. 

If they hadn’t preserved it, much of the 
material would be lost. After Harvey, the 
pair went to United Orthodox Synagogue, 
which took in six feet of water. Their storage 
closet had meeting minutes from the 1930s, 
membership directories, cemetery maps and 
other irreplaceable objects, which they were 
able to bring back to Rice for preservation. 

The Houston Jewish History Archive 
began collecting pieces and articles in 
September 2017. It is a collaboration 

between the Woodson Research Center, 
the Rice Jewish Studies Department and 
several Jewish institutions in the Houston 
area. The archive’s purpose is partly for 
collecting documents, but it will also be 
collecting oral histories from Houston 
Jewish community members. 

According to Furman, the idea to start the 
archive came to him when he was asked to 
give a talk about Jewish history in Houston 
at the Jewish Community Center in 2015. As 
he researched for the event, he realized that 
there weren’t very many records of Houston’s 
Jewish history, and that there was no central 
repository containing those records.

Furman said that the idea for the 
archive originated with a conversation he 

had with Jewish Studies program director 
Matthias Heinze. 

“We thought about the issues and how 
Rice could contribute in a way that would fill 
that vacuum,” Furman said.

According to Furman, materials related 
to Houston Jewish history and life have not 
been centrally gathered nor written about to 
any great extent before now. 

This upcoming fall, Furman will be 
offering a course, JWST 325: Jewish Houston, 
which shall “emphasize archival research 
and historical methods, and [give] student 
the opportunity to work in the archives and 
use records and photographs that no one has 
ever used before,” according to Furman. 

 In addition to the course, the archive 
hopes to work with students to complete oral 
history projects and interview members of the 
Houston Jewish community. 

Ariel Feldman, a Lovett College 
sophomore, said that it was odd that Houston 
has never had a Jewish archive before. “The 
Houston Jewish Community isn’t small, and 
its history is pretty rich,” Feldman said. “In 
my time at Rice I’ve been to a lot of Jewish 
cultural events that have been put on not 
through Rice but by the greater Houston 
Jewish community. I’m excited to see Rice 
taking an initiative in making my own history 
more accessible to me.” 

Daniel Cohen, a Will Rice College 
sophomore and next year’s Jewish Studies 
Student Association and Houston Hillel 
president, grew up in the Northeast. Much of 
the Jewish history he’s learned has focused 
on Jewish communities in the North.

“What’s wonderful about the Jewish 
History Archive is that it provides a lens 
into lesser known narratives of American 
Jewish communities,” Cohen said. “Stories 
concerning Southern Jewry are often 
forgotten or ignored, but this project is a 
testament to the fact that there is rich and 
compelling Jewish history in the South, too.”

The archive has been able to acquire some 
significant collections since it started. The 
archive has records from Houston Hillel, the 
Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish Community Center 
of Houston, rabbinic sermon, and records 
from the Jewish Federation of Houston during 
the Holocaust that talk about the committees 
that organized aid to refugees. 

On April 11 from 3 to 5 p.m., the Houston 
Jewish History Archive will be having an open 
house within the Woodson Archive, found on 
the first floor of Fondren Library.

I’m excited to see Rice taking 
an initiative in making my 
own history more accessible 
to me.

 
Ariel Feldman

Lovett College Sophomore

Top Left: This University of Houston Hillel yearbook cover is being displayed by Joshua Furman, one of the main archivists. Top Right: A 
Jewish Herald Voice article reports on a talk given by Rabbi James Kessler. Bottom: This nine-foot banner from 1942 contains the names of 
more than 200 Jewish men and women who fought in World War II. It came to the archive from storage in a garage in Southwest Houston.

PRESERVING 
HOUSTON 
JEWISH 
HISTORY 
FOR YEARS 
TO COME

ARIANA ENGLES / THRESHER ARIANA ENGLES / THRESHER

ARIANA ENGLES / THRESHER

The Houston Jewish History 
Archive, in Rice’s Woodson Re-
search Center, is the first of its 
kind in the city.
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he was trying to cultivate with this 
album. According to Kasbo, “Places We 
Don’t Know” “blend[s] worldly sounds 
with small bedroom type samples and 
soundscapes,” which accurately sums up 
the five tracks I’ve picked. It’s refreshing 
to see a new artist take the time to create 
and define a clear narrative for their 
releases.

“Places We Don’t Know” should have 
been just the five tracks that I selected. 
But sadly, as with many albums,  the 
rest of the songs are just superfluous 
and repetitive. The eight remaining 
tracks can almost be classified as 
“electronic dance music” and are saved 
only by their somewhat novel drops and 
melancholy lyrics. However, only a few 
minor differences allow me to tell these 
achingly similar songs apart. Other 

than “Roots’” swingy vibe and “Bleed 
It Out”’s unusual pan flute sections, I 
struggled to find something unique to 
write about each of them. While these 
tracks do go along with Kasbo’s self-
proclaimed narrative for this release, 
they bring down the musical value of the 
album as a whole.

Kasbo is a relatively new producer 
and this is only his first album, so it 
may take more time for him to find a 
unique sound. What first drew me to 
him was listening to his “Cry/Dance” 
mix on SoundCloud, which showcased 
his influences and set my expectations 
for this album. If he keeps tapping into 
his Swedish roots and letting artists 
like Petit Biscuit and ODESZA guide his 
sound, then he may earn a place among 
other “chillwave” greats. 

8 &ARTS
entertainment

elderly oaks lining
north boulevard,
bellies full after
days of sweet rain
wet limbs covered
in resurrected ferns,
scabrous bodies refracting ripe 
mandarin bulbs,
electrical understudies 
for the moon 
while her silver 
back is turned

how many moons
have you replaced
how does it feel
how does it feel
how does it 
feel 

to be 
without her

soft orange fever glow
that fights the dark
 between these oaks,

I want to ask you:

who turns you on 
at sundown
who turns you off
at breakfast

how many shadows
do you turn 
around each body 
as it passes 
walking home alone 
at night

NAOMI WENTZ
THRESHER STAFF  / NW9@RICE.EDU 

Chill, downtempo music has taken the 
electronic music genre by storm the past 
couple of years, with the rise of producers 
like Kygo, who have filled festival 
soundwaves with catchy, easy-listening 
beats. This new fad isn’t necessarily 
bad; in fact, artists like ODESZA, Petit 
Biscuit and Manilla Killa have explored 
this sound quite well. Kasbo is relatively 
new to the electronic music scene. His 
debut album, “Places We Don’t Know,” 
has firmly cemented his place in the 
“chillwave” genre, although time will tell 
if he’s a name worth remembering.

The tracks on “Places We Don’t Know” 
can basically be split into two groups: 
those that imitate chill future bass 
greats like ODESZA and Petit Biscuit and 
those that slip dangerously close to that 
dreaded “electronic dance music” label. 
Particularly compelling “chillwave” 
tracks included “Bara Du,” “Aldrig Mer,” 
“Snow in Gothenburg,” “Places We Don’t 
Know” and “All Stood Still.” Interestingly, 
most of these tracks have references to 
Kasbo’s Swedish roots, and hopefully he 
will further explore those influences in 
future works. Of course, all of these songs 
have the slow, rich melodies and minimal 
vocals characteristic of most “chillwave” 
tracks, but they closely match the  vibes 

Kasbo has a mixed debut on ‘Places We Don’t Know’

PLACES 
Genre: Dance / Electronic

Top Track: ‘Bara Du’

R2 MONTHLY CONTEST WINNERS 

Tick-Tock by Justin Bishop Montrose by Ruta Kuzmickas

courtesy billboard  & ninja tune

THE WEEKLY SCENE

QUEER EROTICA 
READING

The Queer Resource Center’s annual 
Pride Week reading of original and 
borrowed erotica will take place 
Thursday at 8:30 p.m. 

Queer Resource Center

NIGHTTIME SONGS 
FROM AFAR

This site-specific sound and light 
installation by German composer Hans 
Tutschku will debut on this Saturday 
immediately following the sunset 
sequence, running through April 23.

Skyspace

SHE

800 Aurora St.
14 Pews

14pews.org

DA CAMERA JAM
Ya like jazz? Jacqui Sutton and the 
Frontier Jazz Orchestra are giving it away 
for free this Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 

Discovery Green
dacamera.com

The English department presents 
acclaimed poets Zach Savich, Roger 
Reeves and James Allen Hall. 

Every month, R2: The Rice Review invites undergraduates to submit writing and art in light of a cho-
sen theme. For March, the theme was The Lost Hour. 
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            Join The Rice Bridge Club!
    

       
● Meetings are Tuesdays at 7 p.m., 119 Rayzor Hall.
● Beginners are welcome.  Our focus in April is on teaching.
● Join the club now. Next year polish your game and plan to compete  for 

the national collegiate title and $2000 individual scholarships.
● Email Kelly at jy42@rice.edu for more information.

 
Use the summer to practice -- online or at local clubs or with friends.  
If you don’t play, get a head start by learning and playing online at 
http://www.acbl.org.  The CBO section allows you to play in online 
tournaments against other college players. 

   
   August 2018: Atlanta!       July 2019: Las Vegas!
Warren Buffett: “Bridge is such a sensational game that I wouldn’t mind being in jail if I had three 
cellmates who were decent players and who were willing to keep the game going 24 hours a day.”

 

MICHAEL VERMEULEN
THRESHER STAFF  / MAV6@RICE.EDU 

Since his debut in 1996, Wes Anderson 
has arguably proven himself as today’s 
most creatively distinctive filmmaker. 
From his symmetrical shots to his 
dollhouse-esque set design, audiences 
know a Wes Anderson film when they 
see one. Although he mainly works 
in live-action, Anderson released his 
stellar stop-motion animated adaptation 
of Roald Dahl’s book “Fantastic Mr. 
Fox” in 2009. Now, Anderson returns to 
animation with “Isle of Dogs,” another 
wonderful showcase of his seemingly 
limitless imagination.

Twenty years in the future in the 
fictional Megasaki City in Japan, we 
follow a pack of five dogs. Along with 
the rest of the town’s canines, this group 
has been exiled to a vast garbage dump 
called Trash Island by the city’s mayor. 
There they meet 12-year-old Atari (Koyu 
Rankin), who has gone to the island 
alone in search of his dog Spots (Liev 
Schreiber). From there, Atari and the pack 
begin an epic journey that will decide the 
fate of Megasaki City’s canines.

On a technical level, the movie is 
absolutely superb. The animation is 
stunning; every frame has obviously been 

painstakingly toiled over to perfection. 
Anderson and his team know how to 
utilize the tactile quality of stop-motion 
to their advantage, crafting characters 
and a world that feel alive in a way that 
cannot possibly be replicated in hand-
drawn or 3-D animation. Every miniature 
is intricately detailed, and Anderson’s 
dynamic camerawork shows them off.

Once again, Anderson has procured 
an all-star group of performers for even 
the smallest roles. Anderson regulars 
like Bill Murray, Jeff Goldblum and Tilda 
Swinton are some of the ensemble’s 
standouts, but Bryan Cranston is the 
real star as Chief, providing emotion and 
pathos to the proceedings. The single 
stray member of the pack, Chief forms an 
unlikely bond with Atari. The film’s best 
moments are the interactions between 
these two.

Interestingly, the Japanese-speaking 
characters (including Atari) speak in 
their native language without English 
subtitles. At times, this feels like a 
purposely idiosyncratic, unnecessarily 
distracting creative decision. However, it 

mostly puts watchers in the shoes of the 
canine characters, who can’t understand 
Japanese, and makes their brief instants 
of understanding all the more affecting.

While the movie’s adventurous plot is 
often thrilling, it does falter at points. In 
order to properly build its universe, the 
script has dedicated scenes to establish 
backstory. Though well thought-out and 
admittedly indispensable in a narrative 
this intricate, these segments significantly 
slow down the pace. Additionally, a dog-
less subplot concerning the exploits 

of radical American foreign exchange 
student Tracy Walker (Greta Gerwig) 
seems frivolous at times and has too 
little impact on the overall story given its 
amount of screen time. 

However, even these lesser bits have 
their positives. Nearly every scene in the 
film has some comedy, even the more 
morose ones. Visual and verbal gags give 
the movie quirky, dark sense of humor 
that might limit its appeal to young 
children, but will certainly entertain its 
older viewers.

MADDIE FLAVIN
THRESHER STAFF  / MF37@RICE.EDU 

We all want to escape reality every 
now and then. But what if we lived in 
a reality of such dead-end bleakness 
that we felt compelled to spend most 
of our waking hours plugged into a 
paradisiacal virtual universe? This 
question was the seed of Ernest Cline’s 
book “Ready Player One,” which was 
published before virtual reality gained 
traction as a media consumption game 
changer. Eight years after Warner 
Brothers purchased the screen rights, 
Steven Spielberg’s film adaptation of the 
2011 bestseller launches its ambitious 
theatrical run. An engrossing throwback 
to the adventurous way Spielberg made 
movies back in his heyday, “Ready 
Player One” is a virtual universe you 
won’t mind losing yourself in.

In 2045, 18-year-old Wade Watts lives 
in the Stacks, a slum in Columbus, Ohio. 
During his life, he’s endured the deaths 
of his parents, abuse at the hands of 
his guardian’s loser boyfriend, and 
his increasingly dystopian world. Like 
everyone else in this future, Wade finds 
reality to be so ugly and irreversible 
that, aside from eating and sleeping, 
he spends all of his time in the OASIS, 
a virtual universe created by tech titan 
James Halliday. When the Godlike 
legend dies, a video message announces 
that Halliday’s half-a-trillion dollar 
fortune and total control of the OASIS 
will be bequeathed to the first person to 

complete three challenges of mounting 
difficulty. Ever since, Wade (otherwise 
known by his OASIS avatar, Parzival) 
and fellow avatars Aech and Art3mis, 
have been trying to complete the first 
challenge. Wade’s success draws the 
attention of Nolan Sorrento, the CEO of 
the VR manufacturing corporation IOI. 
At that moment,  the quest transforms 
from a benignly aggressive competition 
into a matter of life and death, where the 
playability of the OASIS is at stake.

Because most of the film’s 140-minute 
running time takes place in the OASIS, 
where characters are their avatars, 
the versions of themselves they are 
most comfortable being, the actors’ 
performances come most alive there. 
As the one responsible for keeping the 
frenetic momentum going, Tye Sheridan 
makes Wade a more-than-capable leader 
composed of equal parts of driven 
determination and Marty McFly charm. 
As Art3mis, Olivia Cooke lives up to 
her character’s enigmatic reputation, 
ensuring the viewer never runs out of 
questions about who Art3mis is in the 
real world. Lena Waithe is wickedly 
winning as Aech. Ben Mendelsohn 

is haunting and sinister as Sorrento, 
bringing urgency to the danger the 
heroes find themselves in. However, 
neither of these characters’ real-world 
versions feels even remotely exciting 
against their OASIS avatars.

Spielberg makes sure to take 
the viewer to the OASIS as soon as 
possible. Created through a blend of 
groundbreaking computer-generated 
imaging, motion capture, and voice 
work, the OASIS might feel a bit corny 
at first in its VFX-heavy aesthetic, but 
once the adrenaline-pumping first 
challenge is underway, the seduction is 
complete. One overflows with curiosity 
about what other worlds exist within the 
limitlessness of the OASIS. So much so 
that whenever a scene takes place in the 
real world, the viewer feels a burning 
impatience to return to the OASIS. This 

is the kind of movie that earns every 3-D 
and/or IMAX surcharge necessary for 
total sensory immersion.

“I’m a dreamer. I build worlds,” 
Halliday says at one point in the film. 
In essence, that’s what a storyteller 
is — someone who creates an alternate 
universe where we have vicarious 
experiences that shows us how high our 
potential can take us, individually and 
collectively. That’s who Spielberg and 
Cline are at their cores. The former’s 
films defined a generation and continue 
to inspire three decades later. The latter’s 
book captured millions of imaginations 
— including the director’s. Together, in a 
symbiotic marriage of explosive human 
creativity, Spielberg and Cline create 
a world of pure imagination that will 
jumpstart your inner drive and make 
your dreams a reality.

‘Isle of Dogs’ is beautifully crafted, despite over-the-top writing

Anderson and his team know 
how to utilize the tactile 
quality of stop-motion to                       
their advantage, crafting 
characters and a world that 
feel alive in a way that cannot 
possibly be replicated in                                                 
hand-drawn or 3-D animation.

courtesy youtube

ISLE OF DOGS
Running time: 101 minutes

Rating: PG-13

Genre: Drama / Fantasy

Spielberg’s ‘Ready Player One’ creates a magnetically immersive dystopia

READY PLAYER ONE
Running time: 139 minutes

Rating: PG-13

Genre: Thriller / Fantasy

Created through a blend of 
groundbreaking computer-
generated imaging, motion 
capture, and voice work, the 
OASIS might feel a bit corny                                                    
at first in its VFX-heavy 
aesthetic, but once the 
adrenaline-pumping first 
challenge is underway, the 
seduction is complete. 



to grow as a student, basketball player 
and most importantly a person,” Lester 
said. “I want to thank my teammates who 
throughout the whole year were the best 
guys and teammates I’ve had the pleasure 
to be around.”

The biggest loss from a production 
standpoint will be Osborne. Starting 
almost every game this season, Osborne 
averaged 9.0 points and roughly 6.5 
rebounds per game. He also narrowly 
missed out on being named to the 
Conference USA All-Freshman team. 
Osborne’s transfer has been spread 
throughout the national college basketball 
recruiting media. ESPN’s Jeff Goodman, 
who has over 200,000 Twitter followers 
reported the transfer on his account and 

soon after, the popular recruiting account 
Verbal Commits tweeted about it as well. 
On Twitter, Osborne said he is exploring 
where his future is going to take him.

 “The experience[s], memories and 
people I have come into contact with [at 
Rice] will be with me forever,” Osborne 
said. “I wish nothing but success for Rice 
and I am forever grateful.”

 This is now the second straight year in 
which this team has had multiple transfers 
out of Rice. After last season, former 
head coach Mike Rhoades took the head 
coaching job at Virginia Commonwealth 
University. With Rhoades leaving, Marcus 
Evans, Marquez Letcher-Ellis, Corey 
Douglas and Chad Lott transferred, while 
Egor Koulechov and Marcus Jackson 
were able to graduate and then transfer. 

Student athletes transferring in college 
basketball is fairly common, but teams 
losing multiple players every season is not 
as common.

 Just like last offseason, current head 
coach Scott Pera has some late recruiting 
to do to fill the spots opened up by Meyer, 

Lester and Osborne. Currently, Pera 
and his staff have signed Payton Moore, 
Chris Mullins, Trey Murphy and Quentin 
Millora-Brown to letters of intent. Now the 
staff will have to fill three more spots in 
what will be a fairly large freshman class 
of seven.

There is always a chance that the staff 
could choose to recruit transfers from 
other universities. Last offseason, the 
Owls brought in three transfers: Dylan 
Jones, AJ Lapray and Josh Parrish.

Both Lester and Osborne thanked 
Pera and the rest of the coaching staff 
in their Twitter statements. While it is 
unclear where the three players who are 
transferring plan to go, it is certain that 
they will be leaving Rice at the end of the 
year.
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4-time All-American Filip vaulting to new heights
TRACK AND FIELD

Senior Scott Filip clears a hurdle in the 110-meter hurdle portion of the 
decathlon at Rice’s Wendel D. Ley Track. Filip, a four-time All-American 
and six-time Conference USA champion, won the 2018 C-USA title in the 
indoor heptathlon and began his outdoor season last week with a third 
place finish at the Clyde Littlefield Texas Relays in Austin.

courtesy rice athletics

3 men’s basketball players announce decisions to transfer

I wish nothing but success 
for Rice and I am forever 
grateful.

 
Malik Osborne

Freshman Forward

MICHAEL BYRNES
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR  / MEB18@RICE.EDU 

Four-time All-American. Six-time 
Conference USA champion. Rice record-
holder in the heptathlon and C-USA 
record-holder in both the decathlon and 
heptathlon. Scott Filip’s accomplishments 
alone could fill up an entire resume. There’s 
a very good argument to be made that he 
is the most prominent Rice athlete on the 
national stage; last year he finished fifth in 
the decathlon at the NCAA Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships and was the top 
American finisher at the 2017 Thorpe Cup, 
a decathlon dual meet between the United 
States and Germany. All this just a year 
after finishing 10th in the decathlon at the 
2016 U.S. Olympic Trials in Eugene, Oregon.

So far this year, he’s continued to 
impress. Save for one slip-up in the pole 
vault at the NCAA Indoor Championships, 
he was dominant all indoor season in the 
heptathlon. He won the C-USA indoor title 
for the fourth time in five years, and in 
his first decathlon of the outdoor season 
this past week at the Clyde Littlefield 
Texas Relays, he finished third and tied 
the second-highest point total of his 
collegiate career. Filip said he attributes 
much of his sustained success to the 
people around him.

“My family, coaches, and other support 
systems give me confidence, hope and 
security,” Filip said. “If I were to disclose 

all the reasons for my success I would 
spend all of the time talking about others.”

In fact, it was through his high school 
track coach that Filip first became 
acquainted with the heptathlon and 
decathlon. Both are combined events that 
consist of several individual competitions 
spanning the breadth of track and field, 
including sprints, throws, and jumps; the 
heptathlon, an indoor event, has seven 
events, while the decathlon — its outdoor 
counterpart — contains 10. Filip said that of 
the many events, he most enjoys competing 
in the long jump and the pole vault.

“[The long jump and the pole vault] 
are my favorite [events] because they are 
explosive and technical,” Filip said. “Plus, 
I’ve been long jumping for as long as I can 
remember, especially from [my] elementary 
school days, playing ‘jump the river.’”

In high school, Filip competed under 
the banner of the Dupage Track Club during 
the summer, whereupon he found success 
quickly after giving the decathlon a try. By 
the summer after his sophomore year, he 
was an All-American decathlete, placing 
second at the USATF National Junior 
Olympic Track & Field Championships. 
According to Filip, it was then when he 
knew this was something he wanted to 
pursue at the collegiate level.

“I pretty much knew I wanted to be 
a collegiate student-athlete after my 
sophomore year of high school,” Filip 
said. “I knew that I would be competitive 

and I knew that it would be the best way 
to continue my athletic and academic 
endeavors.”

Eventually, Filip settled on Rice as the 
next stage in both his athletic and academic 
careers. He said that Rice appealed to him 
strongly in both areas.

“The reason I wanted to come to Rice 
was the outstanding academic reputation 
and the commitment to student-athletes 
the track program makes,” Filip said. “The 
guys on the team were exactly what I was 
looking in teammates.”

Though he has excelled on the track 
since his arrival here in Houston, Filip has 
not been idle in his studies. He’s currently 
pursuing his Master’s degree in global 
affairs after completing his undergraduate 
degree in sport management this past 
spring, and he said he hopes to pursue a 

professional career after his athletic career 
concludes.

“I want to continue competing through 
the 2020 U.S. Olympic Trials,” Filip said. 
“[But] after my athletic career I plan to 
work for the [U.S.] Government in the 
Department of Justice and then move to 
the private sector focusing on international 
relations.”

Outside of studying and competing, 
Filip said he’s taken up an interest in soccer 
to go along with his love for TV.

“I am a big soccer fan,” Filip said. “I 
enjoy following European leagues and 
MLS, plus I play tons of FIFA. [I’m] also a 
huge fan of “The Walking Dead”, which I 
have watched every Sunday night since my 
sophomore year of high school.”

For now, Filip’s focus is still on his time 
at Rice. He said his goals for this outdoor 
season include earning a fifth All-American 
selection and scoring over 8,000 points in 
the decathlon (his personal record is 7,915 
points). According to Filip, the experiences 
he’s had and the friends he’s made as an Owl 
will remain with him for a long time to come.

“During my time at Rice, I have enjoyed 
creating new relationships with fellow 
students, teammates, and professors,” 
Filip said. “I look at myself and see how I’ve 
grown and developed throughout my time 
here. Everyone and everything that I’ve 
interacted with [plays] a part of the man I 
am now, and the man that I will continue to 
be in the future.”

I’ve been long jumping for 
as long as I can remember, 
especially from [my] 
elementary school days, 
playing ‘jump the river.’

 
Scott Filip

Track and Field Student-Athlete
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BASEBALL

2018 BASEBALL STANDINGS2018 BASEBALL STANDINGS

LOUISIANA TECH

SOUTHERN MISS

FLORIDA ATLANTIC

UTSA

MIDDLE TENNESSEE

CHARLOTTE

UAB

WKU

FIU

OLD DOMINION

MARSHALL

conference overall

7-2 22-8

19-76-2

6-3

5-3

5-4

5-4

5-4

4-5

4-5

3-6

2-7

1-8

20-8

14-11

16-12

15-12

12-14

14-14

13-16

10-16

12-18

11-12

RICE

ANDREW GROTTKAU
SPORTS EDITOR  / ABG4@RICE.EDU 

Rice baseball entered the eighth inning 
on Sunday against the University of Southern 
Mississippi trailing 6-2, seemingly headed 
for its third straight loss and ninth in 11 
games. But a five-run Owls rally, capped by 
an RBI single by freshman second baseman 
Trei Cruz, helped Rice salvage a game from 
the No. 14 Golden Eagles. Despite Sunday’s 
win, the Owls lost two out of three games to 
the Golden Eagles and dropped to 12-18 on 
the season and 2-7 in Conference USA. 

Head coach Wayne Graham said although 
he was impressed by the Sunday win over 
a ranked opponent, the Owls have a lot of 
work to do. 

“That’s the third ranked team we’ve beat, 
but we’ve got to beat other people too,” 
Graham said. “We gotta win. We’ve used up 
all of our mulligans. We’ve gotta win.”

The first game of the series was a tight 
one until the eighth inning. Sophomore 
pitcher Matt Canterino allowed four runs, 
two earned, over 5.2 innings before handing 
the ball to the bullpen with Rice down 4-1. 
The Golden Eagles took advantage as four 
Owls relievers gave up eight runs in the 
eighth inning to send Rice to a 12-1 loss. 

The next day, Rice appeared to be in 
position to tie the series. The Owls led 7-2 in 
the ninth, just three outs away from victory. 
Aided by two Rice errors, however, Southern 
Miss put up five runs in the bottom of the 
ninth to tie the game and send it to extra 
innings. The Owls lost in the 12th inning on a 
walkoff single. Graham said Saturday’s loss 
was particularly disappointing.

“We obviously should’ve won [Saturday], 
but we let them back in with walks and we 
weren’t courting fortune like we should,” 
Graham said. 

Sunday’s 7-6 win marked the second 
straight game in which the Owls scored five 

runs or more in the eighth inning. Rice sent 
10 men to the plate in the inning and scored 
all five of its runs with two outs. Sophomore 
right fielder Bradley Gneiting started the 
scoring with a bases loaded single to pull the 
Owls within 6-3. A walk and hit batter made 
the game 6-5 before Cruz plated two with a 
single to put Rice ahead for good. Cruz said 
he took a careful approach to his at-bat. 

“That [pitcher] yesterday, I faced him, and 
he struck me out in a similar situation,” Cruz 
said. “I knew what he was going to throw me 
and I knew what I wanted to do with it, so 
I stuck with the approach and got the pitch 
and drove it up the middle.”

Junior pitcher Jackson Parthasarathy 
earned his first save of the season by 
pitching the final two innings and allowing 
no runs. Freshman pitcher Dane Acker 
picked up his first collegiate win in the 
victory. He was making his first appearance 
since an injury sidelined him in early 
March, and to top it off, it was also his 
birthday. He said he was thrilled to return 
to the mound. 

“I was a little nervous coming back, but 
getting back out there and helping the team 
get a win today was huge,” Acker said. 

Despite losing the series, Rice’s 
sophomore starting pitchers Matt 
Canterino, Roel Garcia and Addison Moss 
combined to pitch a total of 16 innings, 
allowing just five earned runs and striking 
out 21 batters. Graham said he believes this 
weekend rotation can carry the Owls back 
into the conference tournament picture. 

“We have a good set of starting weekend 
pitchers now,” Graham said. “We’ve got a 
chance to do something.”

The Owls will try to rebound from three 
straight C-USA series losses this weekend 
when they host Old Dominion University at 
Reckling Park for a three-game set. At time 
of print, Rice’s game against Sam Houston 
State University was ongoing. 

Southern Miss takes 2 out of 3 games

infographic by marlena fleck
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OPERATION BACKPAGE 
Hey there, pre-meds! Just when you thought social 
life held nothing productive for you, out comes Rice 
Program Council with The Health Museum as the 2018 
Rondelet venue. What a relief! You can now work while 
you twerk! Afer all, nothing will get your date’s heart 
pumping like the Texas-sized* 12-foot-tall beating 
heart model! Of course, formals don’t come without 
their hazards. To give you an idea of Rondelet-related 
risks, we’re providing the dangers in a format ages 
four to -92 can understand (Sorry, toddlers and 
anyone older than Doc C.) 

1. Heart: Awake to find this shatered afer last night’s 
somber realization that “Let’s just go as ‘friends’ to 
Rondelet” actually meant “Let’s just go as friends to 
Rondelet.” 

2. Brain: $40 to make out in the Hall of Hemorrhoids 
and wake up with a hangover. Honestly, what were 
you thinking even before last night? 

3. Liver: Can’t spell “liver” without “live,” amirite? Go 
figure, because you feel prety dead right now. Never 
gonna mix Naty and hors d’oeuvres ever again. 

4. Mouth: Death, is that you hiding in there? Sure 
tastes like it. 

5. Genitalia: About the only part of your body that 
survived the night unaltered, unharmed and 
untouched. 

6. Pits: Unaccustomed to wearing nothing but 
sweatpants and T-shirts, that suit really took a toll 
on you. Luckily, the swamp of sweat has caked up, 
but in it’s place remains a sickly-yellow stain and a 
flower-wilting stench. 

7. Feet: They were fine until “At Last” came on, and you 
actually had to dance instead of just smearing each 
other’s’ nethers together. But alas, all good things 
must end ... 

8. Nose: Still not over the assault on your senses sieged 
by Big Pollen. Unrelated to all the other trauma, but 
still not helping things. 

9. Tum tum: Churning from the post-party Cane’s run, 
which, by all accounts, was the real party. 

10. Nipples: You wore those tassels all night for nothing. 
Ouch. 

11. Ears: Whose fucking idea was it to play a 
“Wonderwall” remix four times? It has nothing to 
do with “Wonderland.” Except that it’s prety great. 
And probably is God’s shower jam. 
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The Backpage is satire and written by Joey McGlone and Isaac Schultz. For comments or questions, please email farts@rice.edu. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
WANTED 
TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to jobs@testmasters.com. 

RICE ALUM HIRING TUTORS for Middle & 
High SChool Math, Natural & Social Science, 
Foreign Language, Humanities, and SAT/ 
ACT prep. Reliable transportation required. 
Pay is based upon a variety of factors. Con-
tact 832-428-8330 and email resume to sri. 
iyengar@sriacademicservices.com 

SITTER/DRIVER NEEDED afternoons from 
around 2-7pm 3/4 days a week to help with 
driving kids to activities, meal prep and gen-
eral childcare. Somewhat flexible. Reliable 
car, safe driving record and references re-
quired. Reply to vgershanik@yahoo.com 

PRIVATE FURNISHED ROOM in 3BD/2BA 
Upper Kirby bungalow! Private entrance, 
in-suite bathroom, in-house laundry, allm 
ajor appliances. Third bedroom office/yoga 
studio to share. Very close to Rice, Trader 
Joe’s, restaurants, safe neighborhood. Flex-
ible lease, available early May. 405-206-5347. 

ROOM FOR RENT 1-2 Furnished room w/ 
private bathroom for rent in 3 bedroom 
townhouse. Shared kitchen and living area. 
10 minutes from medical center, 20-30 min-
utes from Rice University or U of H. $600 per 
month (includes utilities). Contact M. Lef-
kowitz at 832-878-1778 

SUMMER AND/OR SCHOOL YEAR: Fur-
nished rooms from $560-$640. Studio/effi-
ciency $765 bills paid in Rice Village. Walk 
to Campus. International students welcome. 

ADVERTISING 
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements. The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher. 

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication. 

First copy free, second copy $5. 

Contact 713-205-6681 - melsyo@sbcglobal. 
net 

Cash, check or credit card payment
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication. 

Shannon Klein 
Business Director 

thresher-ads@rice.edu 
P.O. Box 1892 

Houston, TX 77005-1892 
(713) 348-4801 
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