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GSA dominates Beer Bike, but alumni victory in question due to violation

ANDREW GROTTKAU
SPORTS EDITOR  / ABG4@RICE.EDU 

On a blustery day on the track behind 
Rice Stadium, Rice students and alumni 
celebrated Beer Bike by watching the 
Graduate Student Association, Jones and 
Will Rice Colleges finish top-three in every 
race. Jones captured first in the women’s 
race, but the GSA finished first in both 
the men’s and alumni races. The GSA also 
finished second in the women’s race to fall 
just short of its first-ever sweep. However, 
GSA’s first place finish in the alumni race is 
currently under scrutiny, as one graduate 
student biker competed in both the men’s 
and alumni races. All results are currently 
unofficial, pending penalties. 

GSA men’s bike captain Pierce Young 

said he could not have asked for a better 
Beer Bike. 

“Beer Bike is fun no matter who wins,” 
Young said. “But I’ve gotta say, it’s a little bit 
more fun to see your own teams winning.”

GSA’s last victory in the men’s race 
came in 2012 and its only previous win in 
the alumni race came in 2016, a Beer Run. 

According to Will Rice College senior 
bike captain Matthew Weatherman, this 
year’s races were especially thrilling. 

“It was definitely the best race I’ve 
watched in my four years,” Weatherman 
said. “Any of the races, men’s, women’s or 
alumni — it was just so fun to watch.”

Pending the official results, 2018 marked 
the ninth time in the past 10 Beer Bikes in 
which only Jones, Will Rice or GSA won 
races. Martel College won both the men’s 

and women’s Beer Runs of 2016. The top 
three finishers on the track in all three races 
this year were Jones, GSA and Will Rice, in 
some order. 

ALUMNI RACE
The day kicked off with the alumni race. 

GSA finished comfortably ahead of Jones in 
second and Will Rice in third. According to 
Young, the team’s strong performance was 
surprising even to him. 

“In all the [four] years I’ve been here I 
don’t recall GSA dominating so much from 
the beginning like they did in the alumni 
race,” Young said. 

GSA’s first-place finish could end Will 
Rice’s streak of six straight victories in 
alumni bike races, though the graduate 
students won the Beer Run alumni race of 

2016. It would be only the third time Will 
Rice has not won the alumni race in the past 
21 runnings. 

It is unclear if GSA’s finish in the alumni 
race will stand. Biker Stephen Wolff com-
peted in both the alumni race and the men’s 
race. He said he biked in both because he 
graduated with a master’s degree from Rice 
and is currently pursuing a doctorate. The 
Rice Program Council’s Beer Bike rules al-
low GSA bikers to compete on both a college 
alumni team and a GSA men’s or women’s 
team, but they prohibit a GSA biker from ap-
pearing on multiple GSA teams. An excerpt 
from the rulebook lays out this stipulation. 

“Graduate students may participate only 
for the Graduate Student Association (GSA) 
team in the men’s and women’s races,” 

Baker College senior Ethan Tan and Wiess College senior Richard Zhang vie for position in the second leg of the men’s race. The Graduate Student Association would later cross the finish line first. Earlier, Jones 
College finished first in the women’s race, followed by GSA. In the alumni race, GSA finished first but is awaiting decision regarding a rule violation. Official results for all three races are still pending.

Students  
march,
call for

gun control    
over Beer 

Bike weekend  
SANVITTI SAHDEV

THRESHER STAFF  / SS163@RICE.EDU

While most of Rice University 
took part in Beer Bike on Saturday, 
some students left campus to attend 
the March For Our Lives, a student-
led demonstration taking place 
around the country in support of 
tighter gun control following the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School shooting in Parkland, 
Florida. 

The march was followed by Rice 
Call to Action Saturday evening 
in Farnsworth Pavilion, an event 
organized by Hannah Meeks, a 
graduate of Stoneman Douglas, for 
students who participated in Beer 
Bike but still wanted to take action 
against gun violence. According 
to Meeks, only a little over a dozen 
people attended the event.

“It was incredibly 
disappointing,” Meeks said. “I can 
understand that it was a little bit 
inconvenient, because it was the 

night after Beer Bike and people 
were tired. But the thing is that with 
movements like these, if everyone 
just waited for the time that was 
most convenient for them to give 
a shit, then nothing would ever 
happen.”

Meeks spearheaded the effort for 
Rice students to attend the March 
for Our Lives as a unified group as 
well as organizing Rice’s Call to 
Action.

“This happened at my high 
school so it’s just something I had 
to do. It mattered a lot to me, it was 
very personal to me, and I really 
wanted to get people at Rice to care 
about what happened,” Meeks, a 
Hanszen College freshman, said.

Romanda Dobson, who is also 
a graduate of Stoneman Douglas, 
said the shooting made her realize 
the need for immediate change.

“I had two siblings at Douglas,” 
Dobson, a Wiess College freshman, 
said. “Luckily they weren’t really 
close to where the shots were being 
fired so they were safe, but had they 
been any closer, they definitely 
would have been in the way of 
danger. One of my classmates, his 

sister got shot. That really made 
me feel like it definitely could have 
been me and I had two siblings. He 
only had one and he lost his one 
sibling.”

THE MARCH
Meeks said she decided an 

effort had to be made to encourage 
Rice students to attend the march 
despite Beer Bike. 

“We made a Facebook page,” 
Meeks said. “I tried to reach out to 
people from other colleges, see if 
they could help organize the event. 
And then it was just talking to 
people, making all these different 
reservations, and trying to get 
funding for certain things — for 
example, for supplies for the sign-
making activity, which I got from 
Rice Student Volunteers Program.”

According to Meeks, between 

charlene pan / thresher

If everyone just waited 
for the time that was 
most convenient for 
them to give a shit, 
then nothing would 
ever happen.

 
Hannah Meeks

Hanszen College 
Freshman

MARCH CONT. ON PAGE 3
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V
Henry

presents

Rice University
Baker College

Directed by Stephen Miranda

Admission: $10
March 29-31
April 5-7
Baker Commons, 8PM

For questions or
ticket reservations,

please email
ricebakershake@gmail.com

or call 346 217 8026

THE PRICE OF RICE: COST AND AID

2 NEWS 
Tuition, financial aid to increase for next academic year 
AMY QIN 
THRESHER STAFF / AQ5@RICE.EDU 

The total cost of undergraduate 
attendance at Rice University will 
increase by 3.2 percent to $61,345 for the 
2018-19 academic year, according to Vice 
President for Finance Kathy Collins. 

The total price of $61,345 covers 
tuition, mandatory fees and room and 
board expenses. Room and board charges 
will rise to $14,000, a 1.1 percent increase 
from this year’s cost, while tuition and 
fees will rise to $47,345, a 3.8 percent 
increase. The financial aid budget will 
increase by 10 percent this year. 

According to Collins, the annual 
upward trend in tuition is due to 
consistently increasing costs. 

“Universities don’t stand pat,” Collins 
said. “They’re responding to changing 
times, to changing students and faculty 
interests — so costs go up.” 

Collins said that spending for 
compensation, operating expenses, and 
library and facilities will increase in the 
next year, but that these are standard 
areas that consistently receive higher 
funding every year. 

The rise in tuition is slightly higher 
than last year’s increase of 3.1 percent, 
which had been the lowest tuition 
increase Rice had implemented in over 
a decade. Since the 2007-08 school year, 
which saw an increase of 7.2 percent, the 
annual tuition increase has experienced 
a steady overall drop. 

“We have really made a conscious 
effort to slow growth of tuition,” Collins 
said. 

The 10 percent increase in financial 
aid compares to the 4 percent increase 
seen last year. Increasing affordability 
and accessibility among low-and-
middle-income applicants is one of 
the stated goals of Rice’s Vision for the 
Second Century. 

“There’s always a fair amount of 
estimating, because we don’t know 
exactly who’s going to be here,” Collins 

said. “But we know that we’d like to 
increase the percentage of the class 
that is low-and-middle-income. We use 
Pell as a measure of that. We’re hopeful 
that we’ll have more students from 
Questbridge.” 

The university has aimed for the past 
couple years to readjust financial aid 
packages to cover more than just tuition, 
fees, and room and board, according to 
Collins. This year, they have continued 
to increase allocation toward books, 
personal expenses, and transportation. 

We have really made a 
conscious effort to slow the 
growth of tuition. 

Kathy Collins
VicePresidentforFinance 

According to Collins, the university is 
also working with deans and individual 
departments to adjust the budgeting 
process so as to reduce extra charges. 
They have already eliminated lab fees 
that used to be charged by the natural 
sciences department. 

“The provost has had conversations 
with the dean and we’ve made 
adjustments to the budget process to try 
to avoid extra charges, because I was 
hearing stories about people paying 
their term bill and having departments 
add charges on top of that,” Colins said. 
“That’s an ongoing effort to just keep an 
eye on that. It’s important that we have a 
simple pricing structure.” 

Each December, the Board of Trustees 
approves a range of tuition increase 
for the next year, and the university 
president decides on a final figure in 
February. The board then ratifies that 
figure in March, Collins said. 

Collins said that 65 percent of 
the operating budget goes toward 
compensation, including benefits, for 
employees and students, while another 
significant portion of the revenue goes 
toward the library and operational costs. 

Rice’s tuition increase for the 2018-
19 school year is consistent with several 
other private universities, including 
Duke University, Cornell University and 
Stanford University, that have released 
projected rates ranging from 3 to 4 
percent. According to Collins, however, 
Rice is able to maintain an overall 
lower attendance cost than many of its 
peer institutions due to its endowment 
spending, which comprises 40 percent of 
university revenue. 

“It’s fortunate that we have the 
endowment of the size that we do,” 

Collins said. “We’re spending it to 
support the operations of the university, 
that helps us moderate the rate of 
increase in tuition.” 

The excise tax passed by Republican 
Party lawmakers in December, which 
will charge a tax of 1.4 percent on 
Rice’s endowment each year, will not 
immediately affect Rice’s financial aid 
and overall spending, according to 
Collins. 

“We’re going to treat the excise tax 
as an investment expense,” Collins 
said “It will not in the near term affect 
the operating budget. But over time the 
tax affects universities because it will 
affect the value of the endowment. For 
every dollar we send to the government, 
that’s one less dollar we can invest in the 
endowment.” 

THE PRICE OF RICE: COST AND AID 
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38% of undergraduates received some 
need-based financial aid in 2016-17 

Values are for academic years starting in indicated calendar years. The ‘total cost of attendance’ 
consists of tuition, mandatory fees and room and board. The ‘average need-based financial aid’ is the 
average package of undergraduates who applied for financial aid, were determined to have need and 
received aid. Financial aid data unavailable for 2017-18. Data from Rice University Common Data Set. 
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NEWS IN  BRIEF 
SA President Engles discusses her priorities for coming term 

Cameron Wallace 
Assistant News Editor / cfw2@rice.edu 

Student Association President sexual assault on campus. 
Ariana Engles outlined her priorities Engles also said that she plans to 
and expectations for her presidential continue developing health projects 
term during her first SA Senate on from the previous term, including 
Monday. legislation to lower the cost of STI 

Engles listed increasing diversity testing and influenza vaccinations at 
and inclusion, improving the SA’s the Rice Health Center. 
communication with the student She said she also plans to undertake 
body, improving the SA’s internal best a broad review of Rice health practices, 
practices, focusing on university-wide including examining services provided 
initiatives, improving health services by the Wellbeing and Counseling 
and supporting student initiatives as Center. 
her top priorities. “I want to take a comprehensive look 

“Our terms are very short, they feel at what’s going on, because a lot of what 
very short,” Engles said. “We have a makes a good initiative is really good 
limited amount of time to do things, background research,” Engles said. 
so just keep in mind what you want to “[That involves] researching what the 
do, what you want to see. I really think situation is and getting established 
we’ll be successful in this coming year on what the student health center is 
together by having an emphasis on actually like and talking administrators 
supporting one another.” there.” 

Engles said she hoped to encourage In supporting students with their 
greater engagement with the SA by own initiatives, Engles said that she 
students groups who have historically would like to see students outside of the 
had lower engagement. SA bring their university improvement 

University-wide initiatives Engles projects and ideas in to the SA. 
said she will focus on include “It’s mostly being open to students 
reexamining Critical Thinking in from outside of the SA coming in and 
Sexuality coursework, ensuring the seeing a problem and saying I want to 
implementation of certain ideas address it, and I want to work through 
gathered from the student body by the the avenue of the Student Association,” 
SA’s 100 Ideas task force and addressing Engles said. 

mailto:cfw2@rice.edu
mailto:AQ5@RICE.EDU
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RISHAB RAMAPRIYAN
THRESHER STAFF / RR41@RICE.EDU 

After months-long delays, the Rice 
University Police Department and the Office 
of Information Technology have completed 
installation of security cameras at six 
residential colleges and have scheduled 
installation at the remaining five colleges. 

RUPD and OIT planned to install cameras 
at Lovett College as early as spring 2017, former 
Lovett President Tessa Fries said in March 
2017. The first installations at Lovett and 
Sid Richardson Colleges did not occur until 
December, according to William Deigaard, OIT 
director of Networking, Telecommunications 
and Data Center.

“Installing cameras in residential spaces 
is a bit more complicated than in academic 
and administrative buildings, due to the need 
to balance security and student privacy,” 
Deigaard said. “This has led us to take a 
slower, more iterative design and re-design 
approach so that things we learn from the first 
colleges can be applied to the others.” 

Deigaard said the order of installation 
was driven by two factors: security needs, 
with higher-risk areas first, and complexity of 
installation, with harder and more complex 
installations pushed back. 

“Lovett, Sid [Richardson] and Brown 
[Colleges] have experienced more incidents 
involving culprits from off campus,” Deigaard 
said. “For the other colleges, the main issue 
right now is the complexity of installation.”

The first installations occured at Lovett 
and Sid Richardson in December, Deigaard 
said, followed by Brown and Jones Colleges 
in early March and McMurtry and Duncan 
Colleges most recently. 

Deigaard said installation will begin at 

Wiess College this week, followed by Martel 
College, and will finish by April. Security 
cameras will be installed at Baker, Will Rice 
and Hanszen Colleges by the end of May. In 
addition, Deigaard said Fondren Library 
is being considered as a possible area for 
security camera installations.  

 In November, Deigaard had said the first 
round of camera installations would occur 
at Lovett, Sid Richardson and Wiess, with 
installation beginning before winter recess 
and finishing at all 11 residential colleges by 
the end of February. According to Deigaard, 
the start of security camera installation was 
originally scheduled to begin at Lovett last 
summer but was pushed back to December 
due to communication problems among 
OIT, Facilities Engineering and Planning and 
RUPD.

Deigaard said he does not anticipate 
any further delays with completing the 
installation of security cameras at all colleges, 
since RUPD and OIT have now developed an 
effective set of installation practices. 

“We have a very small team of people 

who understand the design principles and 
objectives and know how to coordinate work 
in student spaces,” Deigaard said.  

RUPD Captain Clemente Rodriguez said 
RUPD worked with OIT and students on the 
placement of cameras to find locations that 
accounted for both student safety and privacy. 

Rodriguez said the primary focus for 
camera placement was ensuring cameras 
capture entrances and exits, including 
exterior doorways, stairways and elevator 
entrances, in residential buildings. 

“In areas that have ground-level access to 
student residential spaces, where possible, 
cameras are being placed so that they can 
view the entrances to the outdoor areas where 
the student doors open,” Rodriguez said.  “In 
the case of Wiess College, for example, there 
will be cameras for the openings that allow 
pedestrians to walk from the outside into the 
quad area.”

When the idea of security cameras at 
residential colleges was first introduced by 
former RUPD Chief Johnny Whitehead, the 
Thresher reported students concerns over 
privacy. In response to these concerns, the 
Student Association passed a resolution 
in September 2016 with recommendations 
on implementation and camera usage 
after gathering student feedback. 
Recommendations included establishing a 
process for reviewing recordings and defining 
when RUPD can review the camera feed live.

Rodriguez said that while RUPD is capable 
of viewing the cameras through a live feed, 
there are no plans to have anyone monitoring 
the cameras on a continuous basis, unless 
they are alerted about a crime in progress. 

Brown President Taylor Morin, a junior, 
said the newly installed cameras at Brown 
will not become operational until the Brown 

Cabinet looks at the finalized map and and 
screenshots of camera views. Morin said he 
believes the physical locations of the cameras 
installed will provide a way of investigating 
crimes. 

“We’ll use this opportunity for feedback 
to provide comments on if there is a need to 
adjust some of the angles of reference of the 
cameras,” Morin said.

Security cameras will be used primarily 
during an investigation of incidents that have 
already occurred near a security camera, 
according to Rodriguez. Rodriguez said that 
the cameras installed have not yet been used 
in any investigations. 

McMurtry junior Nick Killian said he was 
a victim of a theft last year when more than 
$500 worth of items were stolen from his suite. 

“RUPD was able to identify a suspect 
based on something he pawned matching one 
of the items stolen but could not convict him 
because there was no eye witness,” Killian 
said. “The security cameras would have likely 
been able to provide the evidence needed 
for RUPD to convict. I think that the security 
cameras are a step in the right direction and 
will help prevent some crimes.”

According to the RUPD daily crime log, 
since the start of this semester, nine thefts 
have occurred at the following residential 
colleges: Will Rice, Jones, Martel, Brown, 
Lovett, Hanszen, Duncan and McMurtry, as 
well as other crimes such as multiple criminal 
trespasses, burglaries, public intoxications 
and thefts of motor vehicles.

“We have had incidents in which cameras 
from other resources have helped us find 
suspects in crimes committed on campus, 
so we are happy to now have additional 
tools on campus which may help us clear 
investigations in the future,” Rodriguez said.  

Installing cameras in 
residential spaces is a bit 
more complicated due to the 
need to balance security and 
student privacy.

 
William Deigaard

Director of Networking, Telecom-
munications and Data Center

20 to 30 Rice students attended the march, 
which was more than she had expected due 
to it falling on the same day as Beer Bike.

“Marches are helpful because when you 
see the total attendance, millions of people 
coming out to support this, it sends a very 
strong message that there is strong support 
for this movement,” Meeks said.

The turnout from the larger Houston 
community was high, according to Dobson.

“While we were taking the bus there 
people just kept coming on,” Dobson said. 
“When people started going onto the street, 
I realized just how many people had come.” 

Many speakers addressed the issue 
of tighter gun control during the march, 
including Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner 
and former Student Association President 
Justin Onwenu.

Onwenu said he became a speaker in 
the march through reaching out to the main 
organizers of the event to learn more about 
how Rice could get involved. 

“We share a common hope of an America 
where every single child is allowed to reach 
their maximum potential, where every single 
child is allowed to go to school and feel safe, 

nurtured and protected,” Onwenu said during 
his speech. 

Onwenu said he was satisfied with the 
turnout of Rice students to the march.

“On Beer Bike, the biggest event of the year, 
Rice students took time to come out and show 
their support for this nationwide movement, I 
couldn’t be prouder,” Onwenu said. 

RICE CALL TO ACTION
Meeks organized Rice Call to Action which 

was held in Farnsworth Pavilion on the day of 
the March For Our Lives as well as Beer Bike.

“The point of that was that even if you 
chose to go to Beer Bike instead of the march, 
you could still do something to show solidarity 
with the marchers and with what happened,” 
Meeks said. “Basically it was kind of giving 
people an out to have it both ways.”

Meeks said the event was for students 
to come together and write letters to their 
representatives, demanding that they take 
action regarding gun violence.

Baker College freshman Sabrina Bisaga 
said she was encouraged to see the demand 
for gun control among students.

“I felt it was important to participate as I 
often felt unsafe in my high school,” Bisaga 

During Beer Bike, some students attend March for Our Lives, gather for Rice Call to Action 
MARCH FROM PAGE 1

said. “The number of lives that have been 
taken is absolutely ridiculous, and it’s scary 
that politicians won’t prioritize the lives of the 
next generation over the right to bear arms.”

Dobson said students should write 
letters to their representatives in addition to 
attending the march.

“It’s all well and good to go outside 
and march and show people that you still 
care about stuff like this, but then you also 
need physical improvement,” Dobson said. 
“We need to actually put it on paper, and 

legislators need to be passing bills.”
According to Dobson, who said she was 

not passionate about gun control before 
the shooting at her former high school, it is 
important for Rice students to take action 
before they  are impacted by gun violence.

“You need to start voting, voting people in 
[and] out. Voting for things that you want to 
see happen. Because it’s not going to change 
if you  sit down and do nothing,” Dobson said.

This story has been condensed for print. 
Read the full story online at ricethresher.org.

Left to right: Brown College sophomore Carly Frieders, Sid Richardson College junior Abby Sledge and 
Wiess College junior Steffannie Alter hold handmade signs for Houston’s March for Our Lives .
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Every so often, Dean Hutch drops in 
on Student Association Senator dinners to 
answer questions and give input on student 
initiatives. On Feb. 21, much of our discussion 
was on accessibility. Hutch rattled off a list of 
occasions in which he had personally taken 
care of students’ emergency financial needs 
and gave an inspiring speech about the 
value of our Rice education. Then I asked 
him one question that snagged on a thread 
in the discussion, and the whole idea of 
accessibility at Rice began to unravel.

I asked Hutch what I could do for my 
international friend who is struggling with 
an emergency medical situation back home. 
In one fell swoop, she had gone from low 
income to lower income, from two sources of 
income to one crippled by hospital bills. She 
had barely scraped together enough money 
for this semester’s tuition and she cannot 
afford another. As it stands now, she faces 
an ultimatum: Get help or get out. In Hutch’s 

response to my question, the ugly truth was 
revealed: that Rice would provide no help of 
any kind. He said he was sorry that she was 
forced to misrepresent her financial status, 
but I felt like his response indicated that her 
emergency was still somehow her fault. 

Hutch is not the only one at fault, but his 
response is a symptom of a larger disease 
that eats away at the idea of accessibility. 
Financial aid may not be under his 

direct jurisdiction, but tuition affects all 
undergrads, and affects them unequally. 
Rice cannot claim that it “fosters diversity” if 
11.5 percent of its students are denied equal 
opportunity based on citizenship alone. It 
is hypocritical to denounce oppression and 
discrimination when our own policies use 
the rhetoric of the oppressor. Rice needs 
to join peer institutions like Harvard, Yale, 
Princeton and MIT in offering need-blind 
admission to international students. Rice 
needs to stop looking at the rest of the world 
through money-colored lenses and start 
living up to its ideal of accessibility. 

The reality for most international 
students is that regardless of actual income, 
they cannot admit to needing financial aid 
on their applications. According to the Rice 
financial aid website, “For international 
students, a candidate’s ability to fund the 
cost of attendance is a factor considered 
in the admission process.” This is a clear 

statement that Rice prefers international 
students that come cheap. What a great deal, 
increasing the number of students who are 
forced to pay for everything themselves and 
then using them to brag about diversity, 100 
percent free advertising. After I broke the 
bad news to my friend, she had this to say: “I 
hum when I get nervous, and I have to stop 
and stare whenever I see a dog. I’m a real 
human being with emotions and a family, 
and I wish Rice saw more than just another 
international student statistic. I wish they 
saw me as a person too.”

Low income deniability: Rice must do more to aid its international students
OP-ED

Beer Bike is an inherently risky activity 
that we should constantly strive to make 
safer. The steps taken by the campuswide 
Beer Bike coordinators to improve biker 
certification were much needed in limiting 
the risk that is ever-present when a pack of 
12 bikers takes sharp turns around a track at 
high speeds. Now, the next step in ensuring 
a safe race is to limit the truly dangerous and 
negligent behavior exhibited this year by 
some colleges’ pit crews.

As a catcher for Will Rice College this 
year, I watched time and time again as some 
other colleges’ lack of pit crew preparation 
resulted in fallen bikers and close calls. I 
understand that accidents and drops of 
bikers can happen to any catcher — all it 
takes is a mistimed step or the biker coming 
in at a bad angle. However, most of what 
I saw from the colleges around me were 
clearly beyond mere mistakes.

During the alumni race, members of 
the Hanszen College pit crew continuously 
stepped into our lane to avoid their braking 
bikers, rather than catching them head-
on, nearly getting hit by Will Rice finishing 
bikers who expected an open lane to their 
catchers. 

Later, during the women’s race, the 
Baker College catchers could not stop their 
biker who was coming in at a high speed, 
causing a multi-member pile-up as she 
crashed into waiting bikers and one of our 
pit crew members, who then had to be taken 
to the emergency room for stitches for a gash 
caused by that collision. 

Quickly afterwards, as we gave them 
tips, the Baker catchers said that no one had 
ever informed them how to catch bikers. 
Unfortunately, after someone has already 
been hit by a moving bike is not the optimal 
time to learn how to catch.

In both races I caught, the pit judges 
reassured me that negligent teams would 
receive a time penalty for their actions, but 
that is not what we were after. We wanted 

our bikers and pit crew members to be safe. 
After all, is a 10-second penalty to a team 
already getting lapped in the race really 
a good incentive for them to get their act 
together? 

While Hanszen and Baker happened 
to be the two colleges adjacent to my lane, 
similar behavior was evident across the pit 
in other colleges, where unprepared pit crew 
members were a danger to themselves and 
everyone else on the track. 

Adding further bureaucracy to Beer Bike 
should not be solution to all of our issues; 
however, this particular case needs just 
that. A certification and course for catchers 
should be instituted for future years. Right 
now, colleges pass down their catching 
technique — or lack thereof — throughout 
the years. Instead, a standardized method 
of catching that can take on bikers at high 
speeds should be instructed to all teams. 
Catchers should be certified at the same time 
as bikers so that catchers can learn proper 
technique and every biker is familiar with 
what it is like to run into people safely at 
over 15 miles per hour. 

The last 60 years of Rice students have 
contributed to shaping the incredible 
tradition of Beer Bike. Now, our generation’s 
task is to maintain the event we all hold 
dear. To that end, our biggest challenge will 
be limiting negligence and improving safety 
so that the next 60 years of students can 
continue to enjoy the event. 

Pit safety should be priority for next Beer Bike
FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

EDITORIAL CARTOON

cartoon by areli navarro magallón and esther tang

The article “Changes to Beer Bike 2018” should have stated a team is disqualified if more than 
two bikers have a BAC above .02, not just two bikers. Also, Priscilla Li’s name was misspelled. 

Correction

This year is no exception to the trend 
of Rice’s rising cost, with tuition rising 3.2 
percent for the 2018-19 academic year (p. 3). 
However, this year’s tuition increase comes 
with significantly more financial aid. The 
financial aid budget will increase by 10 
percent, in accordance with Rice’s Vision 
for the Second Century’s goal of focusing 
on accessibility and affordability for low- 
and middle-income applicants.

Rice’s expanded financial aid budget is 
a welcome development given the Equality 
of Opportunity Project’s findings last year 
that top-tier American universities tend to 
be attended overwhelmingly by students in 
the top 20 percent. According to the report, 
64 percent of Rice students come from 
the top 20 percent. Rice has consistently 
earmarked significant financial aid for 
students with low-income backgrounds, 
such as students who receive the Federal 
Pell Grant. At the same time, the school 
should address middle class students who 
do not qualify for as significant financial aid 
but also cannot afford to shell out $60,000 
a year for four years. Perhaps with a heftier 

financial aid budget, Rice can narrow the 
economic disparity among its students 
and ensure that excellent applicants of all 
backgrounds are able to attend.

In addition, Rice currently does 
not conduct need-blind admission for 
international students, which sets it apart 
from other prestigious schools that lead 
in financial aid — and not in a good way. 
Diversifying the international student 
population is also a major goal of V2C2, 
and extending need-blind admission to 
international applicants would certainly 
broaden Rice’s international community.

No student is fond of the inevitable 
rise of tuition; but if it contributes to the 
availability of more financial aid and 
subsequently more accessibility to a wider 
population of students, then that is a 
sacrifice worth making. While this is a step 
in the right direction, it is one that should 
be expected from a school like Rice that has 
been a leader in financial aid. Rice must 
continue to make financial accessibility at 
large a top priority if it hopes to optimize 
the strength of its student population. 

STAFF EDITORIAL

Better financial aid vital to a diverse student body

You’ll Never Look at Beer 
Bike the Same Way After 

Seeing This Shocking 
Infographic

#notourpeersbike JUAN SALDAÑA
Thresher Editor-in-Chief
Will Rice College Senior
jds15@rice.edu

DANIEL KOH
Jones College Sophomore
dk33@rice.edu

Rice needs to stop looking 
at the rest of the world 
through money-colored 
lenses and start living up to 
its ideal of accessibility.
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TWO IS BETTER THAN ONE

HEALTHCARE, WE HAVE 
A PROBLEM

STILL WE RISE

DISLABELED

COMMUNITIES IN CRISIS

SHIFTING TIDES

Exploring Bilingual Education, Its Barriers, 
and the Link to Higher Education

How Your Zip Code Determines Your Health

Reproductive Justice in a Family Planning 
Framework

Erasing the Social Stigma Surrounding 
Disability

Exploring Challenges to Refugee 
Resettlement

Exploring How Environmental Advocacy and 
Policy Promote Water Justice

Led by Smeet Madhani and Jessy Feng

Led by Arun Kane and Megha Sheth

Led by Uma Ramesh and Bharathi Selvan

Led by Mike Dai and Rebecca Chen

Led by Viviano Solano and Mohan Bhadriraju

Led by Anna Truong and Anna Purtscher

“Two is Better Than One” traveled to 
the Rio Grande Valley to explore how 
bilingual education is connected 
to higher education. “[We] were 
introduced to the Valley as well as 
the various intersectional issues it 
faces related to public healthcare, 
housing disparities, transportation, 
civic engagement and education,” 
Madhani and Feng said. “We heard 
the personal motivations for taking 
ESL classes from adults in the 
community, explored the personal 
connections between language, 
identity and culture and were exposed 
to the realities of many living on the 
border.” The group took a tour around 
the border and hosted a week-long 
children’s camp to “show them how 
learning could be exciting and to 
further motivate them to pursue 
higher education” as well. “While 
smiling, laughing and crying together 
this past week, we learned that there 
is always room for us as students to 
get involved within our community, 
and that, more importantly, it’s 
needed,” Madhani and Feng said.

“Healthcare, We Have a Problem” 
spent the week in Atlanta exploring 
nonmedical determinants of 
health, such as city planning 
and socioeconomic status. “Due 
to the historical division and 
unequal allocation of resources, 
some neighborhoods experience 
disadvantages in their occupation, 
income and education, which in turn 
produce health disparities,” Kane 
and Sheth said. The group spent 
time learning from organizations like 
the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the Federal Reserve and 
Habitat for Humanity, as well as Emory 
University professors. “Through all of 
the crazy moments, whether it was 
driving across Atlanta to retrieve a 
cooler, playing sharks and minnows 
in Centennial Olympic Park or needing 
our entire group to stabilize a ladder 
while painting a house, the 12 of us 
learned so much about our social 
issue and became so close in the 
process,” Kane and Sheth said. “All 
of the awesome daily reflections and 
discussions that we had relating to the 
topic made up an unforgettable week 
of service, learning and bonding.”

“Still We Rise” spent spring break in 
Washington D.C., where they focused 
on reproductive justice issues for 
women of color, members of the 
transgender community and women 
with disabilities. “Reproductive 
justice encompasses much more than 
the abortion-centric movement that 
has dominated the political sphere 
for decades,” Ramesh and Bharathi 
said. The group also participated 
in a rally for reproductive rights 
for undocumented immigrants, 
met with Congressional offices to 
talk about legislation and spoke 
to organizations in the area. “We 
were able to visit several community 
partners who dedicate their life’s 
work to ensuring reproductive 
freedoms for everybody, despite 
legislative obstacles,” Ramesh and 
Bharathi said. “Our biggest takeaway 
from the trip was that incremental 
change is possible, and even in the 
most dire circumstances, it’s up to 
us to keep fighting and to vote for 
candidates who will truly represent 
us.” 

The “DisLabeled” ASB learned about 
“disability advocacy, policy and 
accessibility” in Colorado. In describing 
their goals for the trip, Dai and Chen 
said that they “want[ed] to educate our 
participants to dig into the roots of their 
preconceived notions about disability 
and enable them to advocate at the local 
and national level for disability rights.” 
They met with various advocacy and aid 
organizations, including the Colorado 
Center for the Blind, a training center 
for blind people, and the Colorado 
Cross Disability Coalition, an advocacy 
group. “Our trip challenged participants 
to break down their own stigmas 
surrounding disability and begin to see 
people for their abilities instead of their 
disabilities,” Dai and Chen said. “Now 
back at Rice, we aim to increase the 
discussion about disability, advocate for 
better accessibility around campus and 
continue to correct misconceptions both 
within ourselves and our peers.”

Clarkston, Georgia, the destination of 
the “Communities in Crisis” ASB, is often 
called the most diverse square mile in 
the country, as it is the destination for 
almost all refugees entering the country 
through Atlanta. Site leaders Solano and 
Bhadriraju pointed to the global refugee 
crisis and the “volatile” domestic political 
climate as an impetus for examining the 
issue of the refugee experience. “The 
uncertainty of U.S. refugee policy has 
had major consequences for resettled 
communities, creating challenges such 
as poverty, worse health outcomes and 
difficulties with integration,” Solano 
and Bhadriraju said. In Clarkston, the 
group sponsored lunch for students 
of the Global Village Project, which 
provides education for refugee girls who 
have had interrupted schooling, and 
worked with Friends of Refugees, which 
runs programs like ESl classes. “[W]e 
learned the impact we can all have on 
the lives of the refugees that become our 
neighbors,” Solano and Bhadriraju said. 
“With that, we hope to be able to bring 
the examples that the city of Clarkston 
shared with us to Houston and our larger 
contexts, especially as times become 
more uncertain for our international 
friends.”

In Sacramento, California, “Shifting 
Tides” examined water justice. 
“Water is necessary for life to exist, 
yet communities across the world 
lack access to clean and affordable 
water,” Truong and Purtscher said. 
They spent the week meeting with 
organizations such as the Community 
Water Center, the Environmental 
Justice Coalition for Water and the 
California Environmental Protection 
Agency “to learn how they function 
together to support equitable access 
to safe, clean and affordable water,” 
Truong and Purtscher said. They also 
worked with Pacifica Beach Coalition 
and Cosumnes River Preserve. 
“Overall, we gained a greater 
perspective on the complicated 
nature and diverse stakeholders of 
water justice, and an appreciation 
for the efforts of environmental 
advocates and those who fight for 
social justice,” they said. 

SPRING BREAK SERVICE 

ALL OVER THE MAP

Across country, ASBs take weeklong 

trips of learning and advocacy

courtesy anna truong

courtesy rebecca chen

courtesy smeet madhani

courtesy  viviano solano

courtesy uma ramesh

ELIZABETH RASICH
SPOTLIGHT EDITOR  / EAR4@RICE.EDU
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Baker made yellow (not goldenrod) shirts that intentionally 
misspelled ‘Yeah Wiess’ and wore them to lunch in Wiess commons.

Sid Richardson stuck hundreds of forks into the Will Rice quad — 
because Fork Will Rice.

Sid Richardson took a piece of quad furniture from other residential 
colleges and put them in the academic quad.

Duncan pranksters added surreptitious ‘F’s to the 
posters around campus to change their message. 

Baker installed toilet paper rolls on the outside of the 
Will Rice commons to upgrade their urinals. 

JACKS ON JACKS 
ON JACKS* 

• Hanszen jacked Will Rice by 
reading the entire Bee Movie 
script 1.75 times in their 
commons with a megaphone 
and stacks

• Hanszen played a six-second 
Spotify ad on repeat for 15 
minutes in Baker Commons 

• Martel jacked Duncan with 
#OccupyDuncan, where they 
sat in the Duncan quad eating 
bagels, drinking beer and 
hanging out in the Dunctank 
for an hour

• Baker drove cars into the 
Martel quad and threw a 
tailgate because Martel was 
built on a parking lot

• Brown put “Premature 
Ejackulation” flyers in Baker

• Will Rice jacked all of the 
colleges by lining the parade 
route with “Will Rice Will 
Sweep” posters and Will Rice 
chalk drawings

• Brown put bread all over of 
Lovett, including on all the 
door handles

• Brown put flyers in Jones 
about bestiality (“We heard 
you sickos were blowing 
Donkey”)

* Not all jacks were included in this list

WILLY WEEK SHENANIGANS

courtesy madison nasteff

elizabeth rasich / thresher courtesy charis wang

courtesy john hutchinson facebook

anna ta / thresher

ELIZABETH RASICH
SPOTLIGHT EDITOR  / EAR4@RICE.EDU



 
   

      
      

      
      

       
     

     
       

      
      
       

 
 

       
    

         
      

       
     

     
        

        
     

     

     
      

 

       
        

 
    

       
     

      
      

      
      

        
      

      
          

       
   

   
     

 
      

     
     

       
       

     
     

 
     

       
 

 

       
      

       
    

     
     

     
       

     
      

 
      
     

       
    

     
      

 
 

      
     
       

 
 

       

        
      

      
 

       
 

        
     

      
        

      
 
 

       

 
 

    

        

  

   

 

 

  

      
         
     

     

 
    

      
         

       
    

   

8 &ARTS
entertainment 

christina tan / thresher 

Rock band Queens of the Stone Age entertained an older crowd through an aggressive performance, at times kicking over the lights on stage, at the In Bloom Music Festival last Satuday. 

In Bloom could grow into the festival Houston deserves 
CHRISTINA TAN 
THRESHER STAFF / CT38@RICE.EDU 

This weekend, the inaugural In Bloom 
Music Festival kicked off in Eleanor Tinsley 
Park with headliners such as Beck, Incubus 
and Martin Garrix. After a disastrous flood 
led to the cancellations of Free Press Summer 
Fest performances last year, C3 Concerts 
officially closed down the June festival 
and replaced it with In Bloom. The festival 
featured four stages spread out in Eleanor 
Tinsley Park, with highways overhead, the 
skyline in clear sight and the bayou within 
smelling distance. 

The theme itself single-handedly brought 
back flower crowns and floral wear as 
thousands of festival-goers took advantage 
of the mild heat and clear skies to dress their 
festival best. Vibes were nice throughout the 
day, and the lineup featured a good amount 
of local Houston music. Still, lackluster 
headliners and poor marketing meant much 
smaller crowds at each act — which may or 
may not be a good thing, depending on what 
you prioritize in a music festival. 

MIXED MUSIC GENRES BRING MIXED 
PERFORMANCES 

The lineup of In Bloom seemed 
haphazard, with older stars like Queens of 
the Stone Age jumbled together with rising 

hip-hop talents like Lil Uzi Vert. While it 
was hard to pinpoint the average age of the 
festival-goers, it was easy to spot the 14-year-
olds at Lil Uzi’s show. 

Despite his prepubescent audience, Lil 
Uzi put on a high energy and rebellious 
show. He bounced around the massive 
Bud Light stage so fast that photographers 
scrambled to up their shutter speed. At 
times sassy and confident, Lil Uzi balanced 
his darker and more ominous songs with 
hits like “I Do What I Want.” 

Houston artists were 
neither featured nor 
promoted – instead, they 
seemed to function as a 
cursory salute to the city. 

On the other side of the spectrum was 21 
Savage, whose performance near put me to 
sleep. Savage sounded like he was reading 
his own lyrics off of a sheet, and stood so far 
back from the edge of the stage that festival-
goers on the barricade had to strain their 
necks to see him. 

Similarly, while Broods effortlessly 
blended her vocals with an excited 

performance featuring hair-flipping, 
Cigarettes after Sex stood still during their 
somber set. Backlit by only monochromatic 
lights, Cigarettes after Sex crooned melodies 
as if they were playing at a funeral. 

Rock was the one genre that stood 
out as solid all around. Performances 
from headliners Incubus and Queens of 
the Stone Age featured aggressive head-
banging, beautifully loud instrumentals 
and all-around intense energy. Even as 
I feared getting kicked in the face by 
QotSA, I admittedly jammed along to both 
headliners. 

IN BLOOM COPIES ACL A LITTLE TOO WELL 
In addition to the former Free Press 

Summer Fest and In Bloom, C3 Concerts also 
sponsors Austin City Limits, Lollapalooza 
and other massive music festivals. That 
well-oiled festival machine was evident as 
acts started exactly on time, port-a-potties 
had short lines and food was delicious and 
relatively affordable. The only difference 
between In Bloom and ACL besides the 
lineup was the color of the wristbands. 
In Bloom featured a large floral set-up 
for Instagram pictures, quite like ACL’s 
famous frame, as well as the same sponsors, 
audience and scheduling. In comparison 
to Houston-based festival Day for Night, 
which features art exhibitions in addition to 

a diverse electronic music lineup, In Bloom 
seemed generic. 

Before C3 Concerts took over, Free Press 
Houston prioritized bringing the spotlight to 
Houston artists. FPH now runs Day for Night. 
While they were on the lineup, Houston 
artists were neither featured nor promoted 
– instead, they seemed to function as a 
cursory salute to the city. Indeed, festival-
goers did not come in droves until around 5 
or 6 p.m., when more nationally recognized 
names began to play their sets. 

PRICING AND LOCATION INSPIRE HOPE FOR 
THE FUTURE 

Despite a few flaws in the festival, In 
Bloom has the potential to become a staple 
go-to event in the spring. Nested nicely into 
Eleanor Tinsley, the festival has already 
drawn the attention of festival-goers from all 
ages. In addition, the tickets this year were 
relatively cheap, going at an early-bird price 
of $55 plus fees for a two-day pass. In the 
upcoming years, the festival will hopefully 
stay affordable and draw larger crowds to 
see local bands and better headliners. 

(I also personally hope that it doesn’t fall 
on Beer Bike weekend again, because that 
rally was a difficult one.) 

See a full photo gallery of the event at 
ricethresher.org. 

THE WEEKLY SCENE 

POETRY READING 
The English department presents acclaimed 
poets Zach Savich, Roger Reeves and James 
Allen Hall this Thursday at 6 p.m. as part of 
the Cherry Reading Series. The event is free 
and open to the public. 

Sewall 309 
events.rice.edu 

PITMAN 
EXHIBITION 

Come check out work by student artists 
Rachel Kim, Rob Katz and Marley Foster 
at the Rice Media Center. The catered 
opening is from 6 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
but the show will stay up through April 11. 
Admission is free. 

Rice Media Center 
arts.rice.edu 

BATTLE OF THE 
BANDS 

Enjoy live, super-local music at KTRU’s annual 
battle of the bands this Thursday at 9 p.m. at 
Willy’s Pub. The lineup includes: Naughty 
Boi, 5’5”, Warmer Articulations, Pickleback 
and Young A.G. 

Willy’s Pub 

SHREK THE 
MUSICAL 

Get out of your swamp and over to Miller 
Outdoor Theatre for a musical spectacular 
about our generation’s favorite ogre. The 
play runs this and next week, Thursday 
through Saturday at 8 p.m. Free tickets 
are available, check for details online. 

Miller Outdoor Theatre 
milleroutdoortheatre.com 

https://milleroutdoortheatre.com
https://arts.rice.edu
https://events.rice.edu
https://ricethresher.org
mailto:CT38@RICE.EDU
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2017-2016-2015 
BY YUE NAKAYAMA AT MATCHBOX GALLERY 

xinyu chen / thresher 

A visitor looks on at the work of Houston-based video and performance artist Yue Nakayama during her Sunday opening at Matchbox Gallery. Nakayama tries to understand the individual’s role in a 
politically absurd world with humor and surrealism. The gallery is avalable for viewing from 3 to 6 p.m. daily. 

Of Montreal’s album ‘White is Relic/ 
Irrealis Mood’ is a failed experiment 
LENNA MENDOZA 
A&E EDITOR  / LMM10@RICE.EDU 

OF MONTREAL 
Genre: Alternative / Indie 

Top Track: ‘Plateau Phase/No 
Carreerism’ 

Despite their 22-year history, indie 
rock band of Montreal has managed to 
never sound stale. This is thanks in part 
to frontman Kevin Barnes’ constant 
experimentation with the group’s 
sound, moving from avant-garde to 
dance pop to electronic sounds within 
the span of a few years. Released earlier 
this month, “White is Relic/Irrealis 
Mood,” is of Montreal’s 15th studio 
album, and while it certainly isn’t stale, 
it isn’t exactly good. 

While Barnes’ claimed ’80s 
“extended dance mixes” as an 
influence for this album, it really only 
shows in a few ways — grooviness, long 
tracks and heavy synth. Otherwise, it’s 
a little darker and lower tempo than 
that phrase might lead you to expect, 
leaving the sound a little more Joy 
Division than New Order. 

On better tracks like “Paranoiac 
Intervals/Body Dysmorphia” and 
“Plateau Phase/No Carreerism No 
Corruption,” of Montreal is serving 
its best: danceable, catchy tunes with 
Barnes providing his saucy, femme 
vocals. “Paranoiac Intervals” is 
bolstered by its disco-reminiscent sound 
and a brief, memorable chorus: “You 
should be fucking with no one else.” 
“Plateau Phase” is the most creative 
track on the album, incorporating 

sounds of Barnes inhaling and vocal 
frying into the synth collage. 

Unfortunately, the rest of the 
album doesn’t fair as well. “Writing 
the Circles/Orgone Tropics” is the 
album’s most disappointing track, 
which is made more apparent by the 
fact that it’s sandwiched between the 
album’s two highlights. Although it 
carries a lush, textured atmosphere 
that epitomizes the album’s potential, 
these are paved over with vocals that 
have been processed into a nasally, 
echoing annoyance. On the other 
hand, “Sophie Calle Private Game/ 
Every Person Is A Pussy, Every Pussy Is 
A Star!” fails by being inoffensive and 
surprisingly boring, despite the title. 
It sticks out by sounding like it could 
have come from any of their most recent 
albums, without playing to this album’s 
idiosyncrasies. 

Although I can’t say I liked the 
album as a whole, as a long time fan I 
know I’ll keep coming back for more. 
I admire of Montreal for constantly 
trying new things, and I know that 
innovation comes with the risk of big 
missteps. Nonetheless, here’s hoping 
their next release is a little better. 

courtesy bandcamp 

mailto:LMM10@RICE.EDU
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Men’s streak ends; women ranked again

I’ll admit it; I didn’t see it coming. 
Throughout my time at this school, I have 
criticized Rice Athletics. I thought the 
department was slow to address problems, 
that teams were trending in the wrong 
direction, that change was often necessary. 
I now admit that I was wrong. After nearly 
30 years of occasional greatness and 
frequent respectability, Rice Athletics has 
returned to the good ol’ days. Finally, Rice 
sucks again. 

I have long heard stories about Rice’s 
grand athletic past. Back when students 
cared about sports, fans filled the stands 
and the Owls only sometimes didn’t finish 
last in the Southwest Conference. Man, 
those days must have been great. How 
wonderful it must have been between 1963 
and 1992 when Rice football did not record 
a single winning season. I can just imagine 
the joy I would’ve felt sitting on the hard, 
gray concrete of Rice Stadium witnessing a 
brutal defeat at the hands of a more well-
known opponent. 

Only now, I no longer have to imagine. 
This year, Rice has completed its mission. 
All three of its major men’s sports teams 
— football, basketball and baseball — are 
bad. Finally. 

It’s been a long time coming. The last 
time the football team, baseball team and 
men’s basketball team all finished with 
losing records in the same academic year 
was in 1988-89. That year, football was 0-11, 
baseball was 28-30 and men’s basketball 
was 12-16. Even back in those glory years, 
Rice seldom completed the trifecta. Before 
1988-89, the last time it had happened was 
in 1979-80. 

In 2017-18, Rice has already had a 1-11 
football team and a 7-24 men’s basketball 
team. With the baseball team off to a 10-
16 start, this could finally be the year Rice 
breaks the drought. Cherish this year, Rice 
fans, because you never know when the 
Owls will be this bad again. 

The athletic department’s plan has 
worked perfectly. It’s only a matter of time 
before students flock to sporting events like 
they did during all those losing seasons 
long ago. I bet Rice is already drafting 
marketing strategies like changing its fight 
song from “Stand, cheer, drink more beer,” 
to “Sit, sigh, drink more beer.” At least the 
drinking beer part is already there. Let’s be 
honest, the only way to sit through a Rice 
baseball game these days is to drink, and 
drink a lot. 

Long term, this plan has staying power. 
At this rate, if Rice keeps gifting wins to its 
conference rivals, it’s only a matter of time 
before schools like Marshall University 
and Western Kentucky University rack up 
enough victories to be regarded as national 
powerhouses. Why move to a power 
conference when you can create your own 
through sheer incompetence?

Rice is closer than ever to realizing its 
dream of returning to its glory years. A 
power conference, adoring fans, losing 
seasons year in and year out — it’s all 
within reach if the Owls can keep up the 
current pace. Just wait a few years and 
there’ll be fans by the dozens packing 
Tudor Fieldhouse with bags over their 
heads. It would be a dream come true.

SPENCER MOFFAT
THRESHER STAFF  / SM114@RICE.EDU 

MEN’S TENNIS
The Rice men’s tennis team entered the 

Texas Tamale Company Rice Invitational 
with a 6-11 record. At the conclusion of the 
tournament, the Owls’ record stands at 7-13 
after a pair of losses on Saturday to Virginia 
Commonwealth University and Wichita 
State University and then  a win against 
Texas A&M, Corpus Christi on Sunday.

After dropping their morning match to 
VCU, the Owls had to adjust their lineup 
for their afternoon match on Saturday 
against Wichita State University. Redshirt 
sophomore Eric Rutledge was taken out as 
a precaution after aggravating a prior injury. 
However, the Owls responded to the injury 
by ending the team’s six-match doubles 
losing streak. Head coach Efe Ustundag said 
he was impressed by Rice’s mental fortitude. 

“I thought the entire team reacted really 
well to it,” Ustundag said. “It’s not easy 
when you have your leading scorer out.” 

Due to Rutledge’s injury, the Owls had 
to put together three new doubles pairings. 
None of the pairs had played together 
before, but Ustundag said they fed off the 
crowd to come away with wins and claim the 
doubles point. 

Despite the 1-0 lead, Rice could not 
complete the victory against Wichita State. 
The Shockers claimed four of the six singles 
matches to defeat the Owls 4-3. Freshman 
Mohamed Abdel-Aziz fell in three sets in the 
final match to end the Owls’ bid for a win. 

After losing their Saturday morning 
match to Virginia Commonwealth University 

and losing their afternoon match to WSU, 
the Owls responded with a 4-1 victory 
against Texas A&M University, Corpus 
Christi on Sunday. Rice started strong 
in singles play, capturing five of the six 
opening sets. Rutledge said he attributed 
the team’s victory to the recovery process 
the night before. 

“After the match was over, [coach 
Ustundag] really stressed the fact of taking 
care of our bodies,” Rutledge said. 

Abdel-Aziz won his singles match in two 
sets. On the court next to him, Sarkar played 
in an unfinished match which ate up time 
due to many disputes between one of the 
players and the chair umpire over calls. 

Sunday marked the end of the Owls’ 10-
year Rice Invitational title winning streak. 
Despite not winning the tournament, 
Ustundag said he feels that the team can 
take a lot from the weekend. 

“I felt like the team played better and 
better with each match so hopefully we 
can take this into conference play the next 
week,” Ustundag said. 

The Owls will look to bring the 
momentum from Sunday’s victory against 
the Islanders on to the Conference USA 
shootout. The Owls will start out the C-USA 
shootout at 10 a.m. on March 30 in San 
Antonio.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
On the women’s side, a pair of 6-1 

victories against No. 50 College of William 
and Mary and No. 36 Princeton University 
brought the Owls’ winning streak to four 
and vaulted the Owls back into the national 
rankings. 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
THE FINAL KAUTDOWN

The Owls started off this past weekend 
with a match against William and Mary. 
Senior Lindsey Hodge won her singles 
match in two sets. Her doubles partner, 
senior Wendy Zhang, also won her singles 
match in two sets. 

As of March 20, Zhang and Hodge are the 
No. 26 female doubles team in the nation 
according to the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association rankings. Hodge said she and 
Zhang are focused only on helping Rice, not 
on individual accolades. 

“It’s about the team, so we want to play 
the best that we can so we can help our team 
and get the doubles point,” she said. 

Freshman Anna Bowtell and sophomore 
Priya Niezgoda also won their singles 
matches in straight sets. Freshman Michaela 
Haet was the last Owl on the court, dropping 
a 10-4 tiebreaker to close the match. Head 
coach Elizabeth Schmidt said she was proud 
of the team’s fight. 

“Every match is going to be a battle,” 
Schmidt said.

On Sunday, the Owls won five of their 
six singles matches, with two of the five 
victories coming in tiebreakers, against No. 
36 Princeton. Rice also swept both doubles 
matches to earn the doubles point to 
complete a 6-1 win. 

The Owls now sit at 10-6 on the season 
and are ranked No. 43 in the nation. Rice 
has one more home match against McNeese 
State University at 5 p.m. on April 3 before 
heading to Florida to face the University 
of Central Florida and the University of 
Southern Florida. The Owls’ final match 
before C-USA championships will be against 
Louisiana Tech University on April 14. 

ANDREW GROTTKAU
McMurtry College Junior
Sports Editor
abg4@rice.edu

TENNIS

Dark times in 
Rice Athletics

Senior Wendy Zhang winds up for a forehand 
during her singles victory against Princeton 
University on Sunday. Zhang split the first two 
sets with her opponent but won her match in a 
tiebreak. The Owls defeated the No. 36 Tigers 
6-1 for their fourth straight victory and their 
second consecutive win over a ranked team. 

Sophomore Eric Rutledge reaches for a 
backhand as his doubles teammate, freshman 
Sumit Sarkar, looks on during Rice’s match 
against Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi 
on Sunday. Rutledge and Sarkar won their 
match 7-5 to help the Owls clinch the doubles 
point. Rice went on to win the match 4-1. 

sirui zhou / thresher
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BASEBALL 

Owls drop series to WKU for first time ever 

sirui zhou / thresher 

Sophomore pitcher Addison Moss throws during Sunday’s 4-0 loss to Western Kentucky University. In his first start after missing three weeks due to 
injury, Moss pitched 2.2 innings and allowed two earned runs on three hits. The 4-0 loss concluded a 1-2 weekend for the Owls, dropping them to 1-5 
in conference play and last in the Conference USA standings. It was Rice’s second consecutive series loss to open the C-USA season. The Owls will look 
to rebound this weekend on the road at the University of Southern Mississippi, which is currently ranked No. 12 in the nation. 

JOSHUA ANIL 
THRESHER STAFF / JA47@RICE.EDU 

While most Rice students spent the 
weekend enjoying their second Christmas 
(or third, if you hail from Baker College) of 
the year at Beer Bike, the members of the 
Rice baseball team spent their weekend 
facing Western Kentucky University, 
dropping two out of three games to the 
Hilltoppers to fall to 10-16 on the season. 

During Sunday’s 4-0 loss, starting 
freshman second baseman Trei Cruz was 
ejected early in the game, much to the 
confusion of Owls players and coaches. 

According to head coach Wayne 
Graham, the Owls still don’t know exactly 
why he was tossed. 

“We are still trying to decipher why 

it happened,” Graham said. “From what 
I’ve heard, he was ejected for a sign at the 
umpire, but our players said he did not do 
that. They said the other team was yelling 
at him and he made some sort of sign 
at them. So I don’t know. If we can get 
anything on film we will try and find out, 
but it’s kind of weird, because he was in 
our dugout when they kicked him out.” 

The Owls were unable to muster 
much offensive production throughout 
the series, recording only four extra-
base hits. In their final outing, the Owls 
managed only four total hits in contrast 
to the Hilltoppers’ 10. 

Graham said that he was displeased 
with his team’s performance in final 
game and in the overall series. 

“We did not play well at all because we 
didn’t hit well for one thing, and you’ve 

vidya giri / thresher 

Baker College junior John Michael Austin goes around the first turn on the track during Saturday’s men’s 
Beer Bike race as students from McMurtry College look on. Austin and his Baker teammates finished in 
the top-6 on the track. Official results will be announced later this week by Rice Program Council. 

BEER BIKE FROM PAGE 1 

the rule states. “This rule does not prohibit 
them from participating in the Alumni race 
for a college from which they graduated.” 

The campuswide Beer Bike coordinators, 
Erica Zhong and Joyce Moon, declined to 
comment regarding potential punishment for 
the GSA alumni team. 

WOMEN’S RACE 
Jones followed its second place finish 

in the alumni race by finishing first in the 
women’s race. A win would be their third 
women’s race victory in the past five years. 
After falling to the middle of the pack after its 
first two riders, Jones rallied to take the lead 
by the fourth rider, sophomore Allie Gonzalez, 
and never relinquished first place. 

Junior bike captain Rabea Tzenetos said 
she was overjoyed to bring another potential 
Beer Bike victory to Jones. 

“Crossing the finish line I was just like, 
fuck yeah, we did it,” Tzenetos said. “It was 
a lot of fun.” 

According to Tzenetos and her co-captain, 
sophomore Kelly Turner, the team went in 

with the goal of being safe and enjoying 
themselves. The team did not have a set 
practice schedule throughout the year, which 
Turner said made its victory even more 
impressive. 

“It wasn’t a competitive environment at 
all on the girls’ side,” Turner said. “And then 
they all just performed during the race. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if a couple of our girls 
[set personal records].” 

Will Rice, which was picked by Beer Bike 
captains to win the women’s race, finished 
third. Senior bike captain Katie Lobodzinski 
said the team used a new strategy, putting 
its faster bikers last because they were less 
experienced. Lobodzinski said she was happy 
with her team’s performance but wished Will 
Rice could have placed better. 

“We always want to finish higher,” 
Lobodzinski said. “But I’m really proud of the 
way everyone raced.” 

Only 11 teams raced in the women’s race 
becauseMcMurtryCollegeandSidRichardson 
College raced as a unified team. Both colleges 
failed to come up with the 10 bikers necessary 
to fill a lineup and decided to combine forces. 

got to hit with runners in scoring position 
and we didn’t do that well,” Graham said. 
“Today we had the opportunity to win 
the series, and we just didn’t hit anything 
against a pitcher who just threw strikes, 
he doesn’t walk anybody, and you’ve got 
to hit him, and we didn’t. We just had a 
bad day with the bat.” 

According to starting right fielder 
Bradley Gneiting, who extended his 
hitting streak to nine games in Sunday’s 
contest, the Owls’ offensive woes were 
not due to a lack of effort. 

“[Sunday] we obviously didn’t hit 
well, but we hit all right all weekend,” 
Gneiting said. “The effort was there, stuff 
just wasn’t falling for us and stuff was 
falling for [WKU]. So we were catching 
some unlucky breaks, but we need to 
keep working on playing together as a 

McMurtry junior biker Chelsea Morin said 
combining teams was a fun way for both 
colleges to enjoy Beer Bike even though the 
‘McSid’ team was automatically disqualified. 

“I was a little upset that McMurtry wasn’t 
going to have a girl’s team especially because 
we were going to have a guy’s team and even 
an alum[ni] team,” Morin said. “I thought that 
didn’t exactly look great. Personally, I wanted 
to do it so McMurtry had a team in general 
and also so that McMurtry and Sid had a team 
to cheer for during the races.” 

Jones is planning to celebrate this year’s 
victory by printing championship t-shirts and 
hanging a banner in its commons. According 
to Tzenetos, the banner will be particularly 
special. 

“It’s nice that we’re going to have a banner 
in the commons because we can come back 
to Jones after we graduate and be like, ‘That 
was us,’” Tzenetos said. “I’m looking forward 
to that.” 

MEN’S RACE 
The GSA pulled away late in the men’s race 

to finish first on the track ahead of second 
place Will Rice. Jones followed the top-two 
finishers in third. According to Young, the 
GSA’s performance was a complete team 
effort. 

“It’s a relay race, so you have to have a full 
team,” Young said. “You can have the fastest 
guy out there, but if you have nine other slow 
guys, you can’t do it. We really couldn’t do it 
without any one individual.” 

Early on, five teams pulled away from 
the pack — GSA, Will Rice, Jones, Hanszen 
College and Martel. Though GSA co-captain 
Colin Noe took an early lead on the first leg, 
no team was able to sustain a clear advantage. 
The colleges jockeyed for the lead, which 
Will Rice bike captain David Cai said led to a 
thrilling race. 

“I was jumping, I was screaming on the 
back end of the track through the first five 
riders,” Cai said. “At one point, when Carey 
[Wang] a little foolishly overtook the guy 

team and keep working hard at doing our 
job so we can get it to the next guy.” 

In a bright spot for the Owls, 
sophomore Matt Canterino threw a one-
hitter on Friday night, leading the Owls 
to a 4-0 victory, their only win of the 
series. Canterino won the Conference 
USA Pitcher of the Week Award for his 
performance. 

Graham said that he was pleased with 
Canterino’s play. 

We better turn it around in a 
hurry if we are even going to 
make the tournament. 

Wayne Graham
Baseball head coach 

“Canterino pitched a wonderful game 
Friday,” Graham said. “He just completely 
dominated, and when you do that, you’re 
gonna win.” 

After this weekend’s games, Rice 
dropped to 10-16 on the year, and 1-5 
in conference play. The Owls currently 
sit in last place in Conference USA and 
are out of the conference tournament 
picture. Only the top eight teams make 
the tournament. 

According to Graham, the team has to 
improve quickly. 

“We better turn it around in a 
hurry if we are even going to make the 
tournament,” Graham said. “1-5 is a 
horrible start, but we have talent … We 
gotta realize that we don’t have many 
more to lose, we gotta start winning in a 
hurry. Every game matters.” 

The Owls’ next opponent is the No. 
12 University of Southern Mississippi 
Golden Eagles, whom they play from 
March 30 to April 1 in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi. 

he was drafting in the first or second lap 
of his leg, I was jumping up and down and 
screaming my head off and I thought, ‘I 
should probably save some energy for my 
race.’” 

On the sixth biker, Martel took the lead 
and held it throughout the seventh leg. On 
the eighth rider, however, other teams closed 
the gap. Will Rice and GSA overtook Martel, 
and Hanszen caught up as well. Hanszen’s 
biker then attempted to pass Martel’s and 
both competitors fell, dropping them out 
of contention. Martel bike captain Colin 
Losey said the collision was an unfortunate 
accident. 

“We saw the Hanszen biker trying to pass 
on the inside and then merge in, and it looked 
like his pedal or back tire clipped the front 
tire of our rider and they both went down,” 
Losey said. “I don’t think wind was a factor 
in that crash.” 

After the crash, Will Rice took the lead. But 
the GSA remained within striking distance. 
On the ninth leg, Young overtook the Will 
Rice rider and vaulted the GSA into first place 
for good. Young said he worked hard to make 
sure Will Rice would not make a comeback. 

“We were in second place when I went 
out,” Young said. “I could see [the Will Rice 
rider]. It was kind of nice to have somebody 
to chase down. I caught him about one and 
a half laps in and then I really turned it on 
and tried to make sure he had no chance of 
catching back up.” 

According to Young, finishing first set off 
a lot of emotions. 

“There’s excitement, a little bit of relief 
that everyone was safe, relief that everything 
came out as we planned and prepared for,” 
Young said. “But mostly it’s just a lot of 
excitement that we’re in this moment.” 

Zhong and Moon said they are still 
working on compiling the final results. 
Penalties for infractions such as wet chugs 
and pit violations could affect placement, so 
all information in this article is based solely 
on the finishing order on the track. 

mailto:JA47@RICE.EDU
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

SUMMER AND SCHOOL YEAR LEASES: Fur-
nished rooms from $560-$640 per room, in-
cluding water, gas, electricity and internet. 
1 bedroom 1 bath apartment $965 bills paid. 
Located in a fourplex in the Rice Village. 
Seven minutes walk to Campus. Washer/
dryer available. Summer/school year lease. 
International students welcome. Contact 
713-205-6681 - melsyo@sbcglobal.net

RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High 
School Math, Natural & Social Sciences, For-
eign Language, Humanities, and SAT/ACT 
prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
is based upon variety of factors. Contact 832-
428-8330 and email resume to sri.iyengar@
sriacademicservices.com

CHILDCARE HELP WANTED Heights Area 
Rice family seeking inergetic and fun lov-
ing female for after-school childcare for 
daughter (8) and son (5); W-Th-F 2:00-5:00, 
with possibility of additional hours during 
week and on weekends. Contact Amanda at 
amanda.alig@gmail.com or 713-206-3527. 

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Shannon Klein
Business Director

thresher-ads@rice.edu 
P.O. Box 1892

Houston, TX 77005-1892
(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire and written by Joey McGlone and Isaac Schultz. For comments or questions, please email farts@rice.edu. 


