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When the announcement comes 
— the Rice Philharmonics have won 
first place — the group of 15 Rice 
students, dressed in black, explode 
into motion. Together, they half-
run, half-walk to accept the award 
with hands over their mouths, 
holding hands and grabbing 
each other in disbelief. They have 
just won the quarterfinals of the 
International Championship of 
Collegiate A Capella, advancing the 
furthest they had ever gone in the 
history of the group.

Phils music director Veronica 
Zheng said that no one was 
expecting first place. 

“We were completely 
shocked,” Zheng, a Baker College 
sophomore, said. “It was like a 
Pitch Perfect moment, honestly.”

After a third place finish 
several years ago and failing to 
place at ICCA quarterfinals last 
year, the Phils were mostly just 
hoping to perform the best they 
could, Zheng said.

“My expectation honestly 
was: go there, put on the best 
show that we can, tell a story,say 
something with our music — and 
if we did that I would have been 
happy,” Zheng said.

As soon as they came off the 

stage, they realized they had said 
something: That they were really, 
really good. It was, said Phils 
President Kaysie Tam, the best 
performance they had ever given.

In addition to the overall first 
place, Phils member Munachi 
Uzodike received an award for the 
best soloist. The group performed 
three songs: “Let Me Love You” by 
Justin Bieber, “Final Song” by MØ 
and “Greenlight” by Lorde. The 
arrangement of “Greenlight” also 
sampled the first two songs. They 
had been practicing those three 
songs, over and over, for several 
months.

Former music director Matthew 
Greene (Sid Richardson ’17) was the 
only non-Phils member in Nebraska 
supporting the group. He arranged 
the Phils’ versions of “Let Me Love 
You” and “Final Song” last year. 
From the audience, he could see 
that the group was performing well. 

“At first I thought I was biased, 
but I could hear people around 
me whispering good things about 
them during their performance,” 
Greene said. “Their dynamics 
were solid, their choreography 
was tight, and the crowd loved all 
of the soloists.” 

Rice Philharmonics win 1st place at a capella competition

Every five minutes we 
were like, guys, we just 
won first place. That 
was us.

 
Kaysie Tam

Rice Philharmonics 
President
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SA presidential candidates promote ideas, hopes for Rice’s future
ANNA TA
NEWS EDITOR  / AXT1@RICE.EDU 

As three Student Association presidential candidates 
prepared for their opening statements for the debate 
hosted by the Thresher last Friday night, students filed 
in past a large paper banner painted #letgillisdebate. 
Voting for all SA candidates begins tomorrow, Feb. 22 at 
8 p.m. and closes Feb. 26. 

The Thresher cited candidate Morgan Gillis’ lack of 
a serious platform in their controversial decision to not 
invite him. Gillis posted a letter on Facebook contesting 
his exclusion from the debate and held a town hall forum 
last Saturday to discuss his platform of changing the 
mascot to a “Despicable Me” Minion, building a fence 
around campus and providing free Chegg accounts.

“My ideas may be harder to implement than the other 
candidates’ ideas, but this does not detract from their 
legitimacy,” Gillis, a Baker College junior, wrote.

While candidates Rohan Palanki, Mahdi Fariss 
and Ariana Engles all agreed academic inclusivity, 
undocumented students and student engagement were 
priorities, they disagreed on which issue is most pressing 
for the student body.

Fariss said the most urgent issue is the lack of student 
engagement, as the least engaged students are often 
marginalized groups that are engaged with the least.

“If students aren’t engaged, then our ability to  
actually accomplish our goals is decimated,” Fariss, a 
McMurtry College junior, said. “So while there are things 
that are urgent now, that are timely, I believe that the 
duty of the SA president is to make sure we are fostering 
a culture that encourages engagement with the values of 
our community and addresses those problems head on.”

Palanki said Rice must have accessibility not only in 
social opportunity, but also in academics and well-being.

“It should be accessibility in terms of academics 
so that each and every Rice student has the equal 
opportunity to pursue a Rice education,” Palanki, 
a Jones College junior, said. “It’s accessibility and 
awareness of these well-being resources, so that they’re 
not reactionary but rather preventative. Perhaps we 
need to restructure our approach and perhaps we need 
to make this campus more accessible to all.”

Engles cited the March 5 expiration date for the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals Program and said 
she would use the presidency to support undocumented 
students that receive protection under it.

“I know I talk a lot about undocumented students a 
lot, but I really do think that is the most pressing thing,” 
Engles, a Lovett College sophomore, said. “March 5 is so 
close. We need to ensure that all of our undocumented 
students here at Rice are able to be supported, and I think 
by and large the Rice administration is able to do that, 
but I think we need to push, we need to have student 
buy-in, we need to ensure that every single member of 
our community feels welcome and supported.”

Current SA President Justin Onwenu endorsed Farris 
as a value-oriented candidate and Palanki as a project-
oriented candidate, citing concerns regarding Engles’ 
experience as a sophomore and her priorities as a 
candidate.

SPECIAL POPULATIONS AND DIVERSITY
Engles’ campaign statement specifically addresses 

support for DACA recipients, international students 
and those with recently removed Temporary Protected 
Status, stressing the urgency of these issues. Engles said 
she would also like to improve student-athlete inclusion.

“A lot of how I tend to look at issues is students bring 
them up to me,” Engles said. “So for example with 

 THEY’RE OFFAND
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Over 20 students and faculty members 
gathered Sunday evening in the Baker 
College quad for a vigil remembering 
victims of the school shooting that occurred 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
on Wednesday, Feb. 14.

The Baker magisters and president 
organized the vigil  in honor of the school 
shooting victims. Seventeen students 
and faculty members were killed in the 
shooting, making it the ninth-deadliest 
shooting in United States history since 1949. 

The vigil began with a discussion on 
gun violence, with speeches delivered 
by Baker magister Luis Duno-Gottberg, 
Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
and his wife Paula, Rice University Police 
Department Chief James Tate and RUPD 
Officer Juan Alejandro. 

Duno-Gottberg and Hutchinson’s 
speeches echoed each other in their calls 
for students to “politicize” the issue and 
turn their discontent into action. 

“Let’s take care of our children and let’s 
take care of our young people, let’s take care 
of everyone across the country,” Hutchinson 
said. “Let’s hold accountable those people 
who have the power and the authority to 
do what the majority in this country want, 
which is to end the slaughter.”

Tate said students should keep in mind 
that shootings could happen anywhere, 
recalling the March 1998 school shooting 
that took five lives in Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
where Tate had worked as a police officer.

“Everyone who I spoke to that day said 
to me, ‘We never thought it would happen 
here,’” Tate said. “I didn’t think it would 
happen there.”

Both Tate and Alejandro reminded 
students that RUPD officers are trained for 
active shooters and that the department 
offers active-shooter training for students 
to keep themselves safe in such situations. 

“A lot of people ask, ‘Hey, are you guys 
ready in case there’s a situation with an 
active shooter?’ And the answer is yes,” 
Alejandro said. “We do carry assault rifles, 
and we are fully trained in that.”

Paula Hutchinson also encouraged 
students to take continued action.

“Find a group that you’re interested in 
with respect to this issue, join, keep up on 
what they’re doing and support them in 
any way you can, and I think you’ll find it’s 
actually quite rewarding,”  she said. 

Students attending the vigil expressed 
discontent with the increasing frequency 
of shootings and the need for change. 
Afterward, a candle-lit minute of silence 
was held in honor of the victims.  

Connor Rothschild, a Martel College 
freshman, said it is important to reflect 
on shootings as they occur to avoid 
normalizing them. 

“I think that a vigil like the one we 
had tonight is a good way to remind 
the Rice community and anybody who 
sees us that Rice doesn’t think this kind 
of atrocity is normal and should be 
expected,” Rothschild said. 

 Dean Hutchinson said he was proud 
of the students for coming together in 
support. 

“We get through sad times by 
supporting each other, by feeling each 
other’s humanity, and these vigils are an 
important part of that,” Hutchinson said. 

Duno-Gottberg hosted a similar event 
while he was magister at Duncan College 
in the wake of the Sandy Hook shooting 
in December   2012. 

“It’s heartbreaking because here I 
am again, provoking people to express 
sorrow and outrage for the slaughter of 
children,” Duno-Gottberg said. “This 
is insane. It’s not the first time it’s 
happened. And that’s shocking.”

the office of academic advising 
presents the  
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e 
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Here I am again, provoking 
people to express sorrow and 
outrage for the slaughter of 
children.

 
Luis Duno-Gottberg

Baker College Magister

Students and 
faculty hold 

vigil for 
Florida 

shooting 
victims 

Students and faculty gather together holding candles in the Baker College quad for a vigil in 
rememberance of the victims of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas shooting that occurred on Feb. 14. 
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international student [and student-
athlete] issues, that was brought up to me. 
Addressing what Rice students want will 
take me going to serveries, and talking with 
students, and saying, ‘OK, I’m hearing this 
over and over again.’”

Fariss’ platform highlights diversity in 
faculty and the student body that reflects 
Houston and the world. During the debate, 
he said that while strides have been made 
for refugee and asylum-seeking applicants, a 
more investigative look into Rice’s recruitment 
is necessary.

“Without a diverse faculty body, we can’t 
have teaching that is actually tailored to the 
diversity of our student body,” Fariss said. “It’s 
imperative and integral to the success of our 
students to have teachers that resemble them. 
I also want to make sure that our recruitment 
process is actually reflecting the diversity we 
strive for in our students, to make sure we’re 
not just looking for it in the admissions but 
we’re also looking for it in how we recruit and 
advertise Rice.”

According to Palanki, as the president 
of the South Asian Society, he sits on the 
diversity council and has been approached 
with international student issues. Addressing 
an SA resolution to support and diversify 
the international student population, 
Palanki said there’s room for improvement 
in recruiting from populations with fewer 
opportunities.

“Can we make sure that we are catering to 
populations that may not be able to to apply 
to Rice or are facing some constraints that 
are inhibiting them from applying to Rice, 
versus just diversifying our international 
population,” Palanki said. “A resolution is 
really good, but it’s what you do after the 
resolution that really makes a difference.”

SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION
Fariss said the issue of sexual assault 

education and prevention is especially timely 
as the new dean of undergraduates will 
begin their term next semester. Fariss said he 
wants to ensure that the SA is able to connect 
students to programs like Critical Thinking 

In Sexuality and Students Transforming Rice 
Into a Violence-Free Environment, for which 
he has been a liaison for since sophomore 
year, and get them feedback for improvement.

“[We need to make] sure that the dean truly 
understands how seriously we take the issue 
of sexual violence on our campus,” Fariss said. 
“We have great things happening. I’m very 
excited about them. We need to make sure we 
have the buy-in from our administrators, our 
institutional support in our students to make 
sure those with the expertise are doing what’s 
right for our community.”

Palanki said the biggest problem with CTIS 
was that students were not invested in the 
weekend class times and suggested making 
improvements to the existing program, by 
networking with the same organizations 
Fariss mentioned to create a safer culture.

“The SA should be a leader in making 
sure that students realize there are resources 
available and students are also talking about 
these resources,” Palanki said. “So maybe 
the SA has to hold a town hall every now and 
again and say, let’s talk about one specific 
idea. Let’s talk about sexual violence, or well-
being — these ideas that are big, these ideas 
that impact every Rice student should be 
talked about more.”

Engles said that while CTIS is helpful, the 
SA needs to address what upperclassmen 
know about sexual assault prevention and 
make STRIVE and similar programs more 
visible and accessible.

“Continuing to talk about this, continuing 
to support our other students and continuing 
to call out anyone who even dares to hurt 
another Rice student is essential, and the [SA] 
can definitely do that through discussions at 
Senate and at college level meetings,” Engles 
said.

PAST SA EXPERIENCE
Palanki was a new student representative 

on the Academics Committee, and as a 
sophomore, the Jones senator and a blanket 
tax committee member. Last year, Palanki ran 
for and lost the SA internal vice president to 
Sara Meadow in a special election. 

He is currently the chair of the SA 

Academics Committee and working group 
evaluating graduate school advising, as well 
as a representative for the faculty committee 
for undergraduate advising and for parking 
and transportation. Palanki said the three 
candidates are similar in terms of experience, 
as they have each served as senators.

“What really sets me apart is my focus on 
academics,” Palanki said. “I’m an engineer 
and one of the things that, much to our 
disdain, one of the things with engineering 
problems is they’re very undefined. And you 
learn really quickly you have to be comfortable 
with feeling uncomfortable. and I think that’s 
one of the things that makes me very well 
suited for this presidency. I’m OK with facing 
these tough conversations. I’m OK with being 
uncomfortable and thinking on my feet.”

Fariss was also a NSR and served on the 
Wellbeing Committee. As a sophomore, he 
was the McMurtry senator, serving on the 
Vision for the Second Century II Committee 
and as the senator representative for the 
Diversity Committee. This year and last, he 
was the Academic Freedom Group co-chair.

Fariss said studying abroad last semester 
made him unable to be as involved as he 
had been in the past, but broadened his 
understanding.

“Actually being outside of Rice allowed 
me to get a better understanding of how 
Rice operates without being biased by my 
own involvement in it,” Fariss said. “It also 
gave me the sort of wherewithal and mental 
framework to just be separated from the 
insularity a little bit and to think, ‘what really 
needs to be improved and why do I feel that 
way about it.’” 

Engles was similarly an NSR and served 
on the Academics Committee. This year, she 
is the Lovett senator, and serves as the chair of 
the Undocumented Student Support Services 
Working Group and task force, the co-chair 
of the Economic Accessibility Seminar Task 
Force, and was the co-creator of the working 

group to explore undergraduate curriculum 
and autonomy.

Engles said being the only sophomore 
presidential candidate was an asset to her 
and Rice.

“No matter what I do, I’m going to have 
to live with it for a year,” Engles said. “So if 
I do something and Rice just generally hates 
it, imagine what I’m going to feel like for an 
entire year. This is my chance to highlight a lot 
of issues that are going on on our campus but 
also outside of our campus, and I intend to 
use that loudness until the 26th, so I’m going 
to continue [being loud].”

MORGAN GILLIS
Gillis said part of the reason why he decided 

to run was to get voters to take a second look 
at the other candidates’ platforms.

“Whether or not you think they’re 
ridiculous, I am saying specific things,” Gillis 
said. “I’m not saying like, ‘Call for diversity, 
improve empowerment of student resources’. 
I want voters to understand what exactly the 
other candidates are doing. I’m not saying the 
other candidates aren’t giving specific points, 
but I want voters to understand what those 
points are.”

In regards to rebranding the Rice owl to 
a Minion, Gillis said he would work with 
Universal Studios as the first university with 
a mascot based off an animated movie. As to 
the electric fence around Rice’s campus, he 
said V2C2 funds could cover the costs. 

Gillis said he does not think he will win, 
but that running has made him realize how 
much the SA has done and that he would 
consider getting involved after the race.

“It would definitely be more difficult [to 
pursue my platform if I didn’t win], because 
I wouldn’t have clout, like no one’s going to 
listen to me if I’m not in a position of authority 
at all, but sure,” Gillis said. “I guess I’d try to 
push it. I’d go to meetings and speak my mind. 
I would just try to help in ways I think I can.”

PRESIDENTS FROM PAGE 1

SA presidential candidates offer different visions, proposals for student body
MOST PRESSING ISSUE?

MAHDI FARISS ARIANA ENGLES

MORGAN GILLIS ROHAN PALANKI

Students gather in the Baker College commons for SA presidential candidate Morgan Gillis’ 
town hall forum to hear his platform and ask questions. Presidential candidate Mahdi 
Fariss sits in the audience. amy qin / thresher 

“If students aren’t engaged, 
then our ability to actually 
accomplish our goals is 
decimated.”

“Perhaps we need to 
restructure our approach 
and make this campus more 
accessible to all.”

“March 5 is so close. We 
need to ensure that all of our 
undocumented students feel 
supported.”

“Undergrads are thinkng 
about the next thing, mostly 
stress about the future.”

ENGAGEMENT UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS

STRESS ACCESSIBILITY
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Three candidates, Lauren Loh, Siddharth 
Gorantla and Elan Friedland, are currently 
campaigning for the position of Student 
Association Treasurer. Voting opens 
tomorrow, Feb. 22 at 8 p.m. and closes Feb. 26.

ALLOCATION OF BLANKET TAX
As the chair of the Blanket Tax Committee, 

the SA treasurer plays a key role in evaluating 
the student organizations that receive blanket 
tax funding as well as determining the 
amounts allocated.

According to SA treasurer Ameesh 
Shah, who has endorsed current SA deputy 
treasurer Loh, the blanket tax has currently 
been allocated to nearly maximum capacity. 
Funds may not be sufficient if existing blanket 
tax organizations apply for increased funding, 
or if new organizations apply to be included in 
blanket tax funding. 

Friedman, Gorantla and Loh each stated 
that they do not plan on increasing how much 
the student body pays in blanket taxes, which 
is currently $85 yearly per student, according 
to the SA Constitution. Each candidate 
said, however, that they plan on identifying 
surpluses in club spending to maximize 
efficacy of fund allocation. 

If organizations were not using funds 
optimally, Gorantla said he would suggest 
cutting down their funds. He could not 
comment on the overall effectiveness of the 
current blanket tax allocation.

“I don’t have an intimate knowledge of 
how each blanket tax organization is using 
their funds, and I think that as treasurer I’d 
have more knowledge, and that I’d be able to 
make an informed decision,” Gorantla said.

In the case of insufficient blanket tax 
funding, Loh said she would redirect a 
qualified club to the SA initiative fund, 
which is given to organizations planning 
new initiatives. 

The initiative fund, however, consists of 
unallocated money from the blanket tax, 
according to the SA bylaws. It would thus not 
exist without excess blanket tax funding and 
could not serve as a backup funding pool.

If the initiative fund were also running 
low, Loh said, she would redirect the club to 
SAPP funding, which is sourced from Student 
Activities and the university president.

In determining allocation amounts 
by organization, Friedland said he would 
consider student priorities by coordinating 
with student leadership and using social 
media to gauge which clubs students 
considered most important.

With regards to the general structure 
of the BTC, Loh identified uneven club 
representation in committee discussions as a 
potential area of improvement.

“Some members of the [BTC] are the 
head[s] of BTC-funded clubs, so [by] making 
sure that all of the clubs that are applying 
for funding have the opportunity to come to 
the committee to talk, [we ensure that] some 
blanket tax committees don’t have more 
representation than others,” Loh said.

TRANSPARENCY
Friedland, Gorantla and Loh all expressed 

concerns about transparency in the 
application process for funds from the blanket 
tax, SAPP and initiative funds. According 
to Gorantla and Loh, unclear application 
requirements often create unnecessary 
obstacles to clubs applying for funding. 

Loh said she plans on holding in-person 
and virtual office hours to ensure that 
applicants are fully informed regarding 
funding requirements.

Using some personal experience in web 
design and help from friends, Gorantla said 
he intends to create a website to process 
applications for the blanket tax, SAPP funds 
and initiative fund. The new digital process 
will help ensure that applicants know which 
documents to upload and are informed about 
decision wait times.

“Right now, the clubs and organizations 
are not exactly sure when the [funding] 
decision will come out,” Gorantla said. “I 
think that website will be a good starting 
point.”

Although he said he also wants to help 
clubs better understand the application 
process, Friedland said his primary concern is 
increasing general student knowledge about 
the blanket tax and the SA initiative fund. 

“I want people to know that they’re paying 
a somewhat significant amount of money 
every year, and that they should know exactly 
where all the money is going,” Friedland said.

When asked how much students pay in 
blanket taxes, Friedman said they paid $200 

to $300 per year. However, each student only 
pays about $85 per year toward blanket tax.

NEW INITIATIVES
Loh proposed specifically allocating part 

of the initiative fund or excess blanket tax 
funds for cultural clubs. According to the 
SA bylaws, however, clubs can only receive 
blanket tax funding if they apply for it.

Gorantla said he plans to use excess 
student initiative funding and other external 
funds to allocate “start-up money” for new 
student groups. Allocating leftover money 
from the initiative fund would require a 
bylaws amendment, which Gorantla said he 
would approach alongside the rest of the SA.

Friedland said he wants to use his platform 
as SA treasurer to push for types of changes 
not traditionally associated with the treasurer 
position, including minimizing the cost of the 
New York Times subscription and providing 
on-campus food options after serveries close.

According to the SA Constitution, the 
treasurer’s role encompasses preparing 
the budget, managing the SA and Initiative 
Funds, and chairing the BTC, a jurisdiction 
that Friedland’s campaign platform exceeds. 

He said he intends to use the position’s 
influence to prompt others to enact changes.

“I don’t know exactly what the current 
treasurer’s personal roles are with 
the members of the administration,” 
Friedland said. “But I do know that in 
the executive board, there is a significant 
voice, and even if that doesn’t exist right 
now, I intend to make that happen.”

Treasurer candidates discuss transparency, priorities

CAMERON WALLACE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR /CFW2@RICE.EDU 

Candidates for internal vice president 
debated issues ranging from student 
disillusionment to the purpose of the 
Student Association on Friday before the 
Thresher’s SA presidential debate. 

Candidates Grace Wickerson and 
Juliette Turner both said that they are 
concerned with increasing the diversity 
of perspectives in the SA, but they have 
different ideas about how to do so.

Wickerson, who uses gender-neutral 
pronouns, said in their opening statement 
at the debate that their platform would focus 
heavily on making it easier for students to 
share ideas with the SA.

“I think it’s amazing that we go this 
amazing school like Rice, with such 
intelligent, passionate, and people who 
could just have an amazing impact and yet 
we still feel like we don’t have the voice to 
make a change,” Wickerson, a Brown College 
sophomore, said.

Turner, a Duncan College sophomore, said 

that she would be focused on gathering ideas 
directly from students, rather than pursuing 
her own projects. 

“The IVP is not an idea generator; the IVP is 
a champion of your ideas,” Turner said. “The 
IVP is not an initiator; the IVP is an executor.”

SA President Justin Onwenu endorsed 
Turner on Monday night on Facebook. Komal 
Luthra, SA IVP during the 2016-17 school year, 
has also endorsed Turner. 

“I know that she is hardworking, 
compassionate, diligent and would make 
an amazing IVP from my work with her as 
SA senator, after interviewing her, and after 
reviewing her platform,” Onwenu said. 

In the Thresher’s debate and interviews, 
each of the candidates laid out specific 
policy changes that they would like to see 
implemented if they are elected. 

Wickerson’s platform is based on the 
slogan, “MAPT to the future,” in which  
“MAPT” is an acronym which stands for 
Mentorship, Active Participation and 
Transparency, according to their Facebook 
page. Among their other proposals are a “Pitch 
a Project” program that would allow anyone to 

submit an idea to the SA and present it, as well 
as a petition process that would force the SA 
to discuss issues that had received a certain 
number of petitions. 

“I feel like there’s much more we can 
do to talk to groups that don’t currently feel 
represented,” Wickerson said. “Talk to groups 
such as athletes and international students 
about the things they care about and the 
things they want to see on campus. Because 
right now they kind of feel like the SA just 
doesn’t work for them.”

In an interview with the Thresher, Turner 
proposed a system whereby SA members 
regularly meet face-to-face with students, 
both in scheduled popups and spontaneous 
meet and greets, and limiting the number 
of projects that SA committees work on 
simultaneously. At the debate, she stated 
that she will host biweekly dinners with new 
student representatives. 

“I don’t think the problems that Rice faces 
need to necessarily be fixed by the people 
who are in the SA Senate,” Turner said. “I 
think that you, the people who are involved 
in different clubs and different organizations, 
have the power to fix problems, and as long 
as the committee heads can go out and say so 
how do you want to fix this problem or what 
are you doing to already fix this that is how we 
can effect real change and this is something I 
would improve.”

Wickerson started in the SA as an NSR, 
and now serves as a Senator. During their time 
as senator, they have introduced legislation 
to increase the number of minors offered at 
Rice, create a task force to investigate sexual 
health at Rice and increase the accessibility of 
sexual health resources, and create a chief of 
staff position within the SA. 

Wickerson also ran for president of Brown 
College, but lost to Brown junior Taylor Morin. 

When asked who the candidates prefer as 
SA president next year, Wickerson said that 
they would prefer Ariana Engles.

“I think they’re all amazing people,” 
Wickerson said. “But I would personally 
really love to see Ariana as president. I think 
that a lot of the issues she’s focusing on are 
very present, and I think they need to be 
addressed. She’s also just done a lot that I 
really respect her for.”

Turner declined to choose a preference, 
and said that all of the candidates seemed 
equally qualified to her.

“We can’t go wrong,” Turner said. “We are 
truly blessed as a student body right now to 
have such amazing candidates up and willing 
to spend the time, take the blows to their GPAs, 
deal with the stress, and put themselves in a 
very vulnerable position to run for this role.”

Turner also started in the SA as an NSR, 
and is currently serving as a senator. She has 
proposed legislation that would endorse a 
letter written by the SA meant to encourage 
the administration to formalize a stance on 
freedom of speech with respect to speaker 
invitations to campus. 

Apart from being a member of the 
SA, Wickerson is the founder and CEO of 
nonprofit organization Kickin’ Violence, 
which aims primarily to use martial arts to 
eliminate violence among youth according 
to the organization’s website. They are also 
a cofounder of SolverIQ, an organization 
which attempts to match job seekers with 
employment opportunities according to its 
website. 

Turner is the executive director of nonprofit 
Constituting America, which, according to 
the organization’s website, aims to provide 
education about the Constitution of America. 
She is also the current chairwoman of the Rice 
University College Republicans. 

SA senators debate, vie for internal vice president position 

Left to right: Brown senator Grace Wickerson and Duncan senator Juliette Turner answer questions and 
discuss their platforms at the debate for the position of Student Association Internal Vice President.

charlene pan / thresher 
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THRESHER ENDORSEMENTSTHRESHER ENDORSEMENTS

PRESIDENT

INTERNAL VP

TREASURER Student Association treasurer can be a 
relatively thankless job, in which performance only 
becomes publicly visible in the case of a complete 
mismanagement of the role or a major error. 

Of the three candidates vying for the position, 
Lauren Loh, a McMurtry College sophomore, is the 
only candidate we trust to successfully carry out the 
treasurer’s constitutionally mandated duties. Her 
experience as SA deputy treasurer has given her the 
basic knowledge of the complexities of the funding 
mechanism that the treasurer works with, and her 
ideas to improve transparency and fairness in the 
blanket tax and initiative fund process would create 
a more better process for all organizations involved. 

However, the student body should be 
disappointed by the poor grasp of the role the 
candidates have displayed. In our interviews with 

the candidates, none of them appeared to fully 
grasp the differences between funding sources 
such as Blanket Tax, initiative fund and Student 
Activities/President’s Programming Fund, or SAPP 
funding. Every candidate suggests making use of 
surplus from inefficiencies in club budgets, but they 
seem to misunderstand how much extra money is at 
the disposal of the treasurer

Loh’s opponents, Jones College sophomore 
Siddharth Garantala and Lovett College freshman 
Elan Friedland, do offer some new ideas, but most 
of these raise serious questions of feasibility. Loh’s 
ideas, even if not revolutionary, indicate that she 
understands the basic job as described in the SA 
constitution. Though the candidate field sets the bar 
somewhat low, we encourage you to give Loh the 
dough. 

Following the long-standing tradition of newspaper editorial boards endorsing candidates for elected offices relevant to their readership, the Thresher is proud 
to present this year’s endorsements for Student Association contested positions. We thoroughly reviewed every candidate’s platform and debate performance 
and conducted a lengthy interview with each of them. The versions below are heavily condensed for print. Read our full endorsements online at ricethresher.org.

LAUREN LOH

The internal vice president serves as a proxy 
for what we want the Student Association to be. 
They should champion others’ ideas and advocate 
fiercely to help students use the SA.

This year’s candidates for IVP, Grace Wickerson 
and Juliette Turner, have sharply different 
personalities and leadership styles, yet their ideas 
and polices are often hard to differentiate based on 
ideas and policies. 

While we believe both candidates would succeed 
in the role of IVP, we give the edge to Wickerson, a 
Brown College sophomore and senator, due to their 
breadth of experience, track record in the SA and 
vision for providing a platform for all students to 
make change. 

Wickerson places a priority on pushing past the 
current status quo of the SA to work for groups often 
underrepresented within Senate. Their emphasis on 
making greater use of Student Initiative Committees 

is also a welcome proposal that provides a structure 
for addressing pressing issues.

Both Wickerson and Turner have been active 
senators this year, proposing various pieces of 
legislation. Wickerson’s legislation has focused on 
increasing transparency in the SA and ensuring that 
temporary committees are accountable. We trust 
that Wickerson will continue to dedicate their time 
to bettering the internal workings of the SA. 

Regarding how the IVP should gather ideas, 
we hope that either candidate follows Wickerson’s 
focus of extending the reach of the SA while working 
within the current structure of the SA and collect 
feedback like Turner proposes. We are lucky to have 
two excellent candidates this year. Wickerson’s 
emphasis on going past the status quo while 
keeping their ideas realistic and within the scope 
of the role have earned them our recommendation 
for SA IVP.

Unusually for student government candidates, 
Lovett College Senator Ariana Engles has a long list of 
concrete and actionable proposals, in addition to the 
subject matter expertise and demeanor that would 
make an outstanding SA president. As a result, she 
is our pick for this year’s election.

Engles’ ideas range from small and procedural 
changes, such as standardized surveys for SA 
Senators, to broader goals, like shifting health center 
hours and supporting a new International Student 
Association. The sheer quantity and quality of 
Engles’ thoughts demonstrate an ability to translate 
broad notions into practical changes. Engles 
displays openness to new ideas and demonstrated 
thoughtfulness on a broad range of wider subjects 
such as curriculum and CTIS. Ultimately, her ability to 
listen, reflect, ideate and take concrete steps toward 
implementation make her the candidate who would 
have the most positive impact in the coming year. 

McMurtry College junior Mahdi Fariss would also 

excel as president. He shows a similar thoughtfulness 
and eloquence and provides a framework that 
focuses on responsibility and accountability. He 
demonstrates a serious consideration for tackling 
difficult issues and promotes a vision for getting 
students feeling empowered to better Rice. 

Jones College junior Rohan Palanki presents 
many specific ideas, but does not display the same 
careful consideration and reflection as Engles has, 
lacking similar thoughtfulness in his proposals when 
pressed on half-formed ideas.

For the first time since 2014, students also have a 
joke candidate on the ballot. Though his platform is 
funny, we hope students don’t actually vote for Gillis. 
Electing a joke candidate gives up on the idea that 
the SA can be anything but a joke; treating student 
government this way is a self-fulfilling prophecy. 
Student government at Rice isn’t perfect, but we 
shouldn’t squander the outlet we have to make our 
voices heard and make the change we can.

ARIANA ENGLES

GRACE WICKERSON

• Engles’ many 
specific ideas and 
pragmatic thinking 
set her apart

• Combines special 
population focus, 
openness to new 
ideas

• Engles and Fariss 
both display 
thoughtfulness

• Active SA senator
• Focus on internal 

SA workings 
matches IVP role

• Wants to empower 
student ideas from 
SA outsiders

• However, both 
candidates are 
strong contenders 
for the position

• Deputy treasurer 
experience

• Demonstrates 
understanding of 
the role’s basics

• Other candidates’ 
proposals lack 
feasibility, 
overstep role

infographic by sydney garrett and christina tan
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Last year, I graduated from Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School. While 
there, I grew close with many underclass-
men and made promises to visit with cookies 
and hugs. I never imagined that my beautiful 
and bright friends would become survivors 
of a massacre. They saw their school be-
come a warzone as they were attacked by a 
terrorist (not a child, as some headlines may 
report) with a semiautomatic rifle. I watched 
the videos students had taken during the 
shooting. Classrooms I had once sat in were 
littered with shattered glass and riddled with 
bullet holes. Hallways I used to roam became 
stained with the blood of children.

What happened at my alma mater is un-
acceptable. This massacre was preventable. 
Students, teachers and administration did 
everything right. They made reports months 
before the shooter acted and followed proce-
dures to the letter. Adults and students alike 
became heroes that day, and some gave their 
lives to protect others.

It was our government that failed the 17 
people who were murdered.

The shooter was 19 years old. Our govern-
ment considers him too young to buy a can 
of beer, but old enough to purchase a gun 
that can fire 45 rounds per minute. He’d been 
expelled from Stoneman Douglas for violent 
behavior. On social media, he expressed his 
homicidal tendencies, showed off his weap-
ons and ammunition, and posted pictures of 
the corpses of animals he’d tortured. If you 
watch interviews of Stoneman Douglas stu-
dents, anyone who knew the shooter will say 
it was no surprise it had been him. All the 
signs were there, and even the most basic of 
background checks would’ve revealed this 
man had no business owning a mass murder 
weapon.

And yet, in accordance with Florida’s lax 
gun laws, this terrorist LEGALLY purchased 
the AR-15 he used to mow down children. In 
fact, it is easier to purchase an assault weap-
on in Florida than it is to purchase a personal 
handgun. I think most responsible gun own-
ers can agree that we shouldn’t be selling 
mass murder weapons to strangers. Respon-
sible gun owners would know that guns are 
to be treated with respect, not as toys, and 
should only be sold to those who show com-
petence, responsibility, stability and no signs 
of being a threat.

Florida is no stranger to mass shoot-
ings. The Pulse Nightclub and Fort Lau-
derdale-Hollywood International Airport 
shootings also took place there. And yet, our 

government, state and national, failed to 
pass any meaningful gun reform. So, anoth-
er massacre happened, and children died.

We’ve had enough.
I’m in awe of my classmates and teachers 

and administration. They refuse to be for-
gotten and ignored. They refuse to become 
another statistic until another, even bigger 
high school shooting comes along. No — in 
the words of my friend Emma Gonzalez, 
Stoneman Douglas High School will not go 
down in textbooks as just another school 
shooting, but as the LAST school shoot-
ing. Stoneman Douglas High School will be 
known as the school that put an end to inac-
tion. Shame on the politicians who value the 
money the National Rifle Association gives 
them more than the lives of American chil-
dren. My friends have been forced to grow up 
too soon, and you should listen to them.

I am saddened that I cannot be in Flor-
ida to support my peers. However, I see a 
valuable opportunity in my distance from 
home. I call upon all of you, my fellow Rice 
University students, to join and support 
the NeverAgain movement. The students of 
South Florida stand tall and proud, but they 
cannot do this alone. We need nationwide re-
form, so that this tragedy will never happen 
again, and Stoneman Douglas High School 
will not be lost as another statistic. Call your 
congressmen, senators, governors. Sign peti-
tions. Register to vote. Pay attention to who 
pockets NRA dollars, and vote accordingly. 
Protest peacefully. Keep talking.

This movement is not a matter of Demo-
crats versus Republicans. In fact, to any Re-
publicans who may be reading this, we need 
you. You must tell the candidates you’d oth-
erwise support that as their constituents and 
voters, you want common sense gun reform 
too. We’re all in this together.

Emma Gonzalez, David Hogg, Cameron 
Kasky, Jacklyn Corin, Melissa Falkowski, Ali-
cia Blonde, Ty Thompson and all the other 
students, teachers and administrators whom 
I don’t have room to name are calling upon 
you.

They are the spark of change, and it is up 
to us to fan the flames.

#NEVERAGAIN: After one too many 
tragedies, gun laws must be reformed

OP-ED

Juliette Turner is currently running for 
SA internal vice president. She is also the 
Rice University College Republicans chair-
person. At the recent IVP debate, when 
asked if these two roles would conflict, 
Turner  responded, “It wouldn’t conflict. 
That’s all I have to say if you want to go to 
the next question.”

The IVP oversees and advises commit-
tees working on various initiatives, many 
of which with explicitly political objectives. 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, re-
productive resources and campus sustain-
ability initiatives will all be on the docket. 
Maintaining her public role as the College 
Republicans chairperson undeniably cre-
ates a conflict with the projects she would 
be overseeing in the SA.

Past figures such as former SA President 
Griffin Thomas, who was vice president 
of the Rice Young Democrats, and incom-
ing SA External Vice President Maurice 
Frediere, who is the current Rice Young 
Democrats co-president, have abdicated 

their political positions in favor of their 
nonpartisan service to the Rice community 
at large. This precedent deters conflict of 
interest and keeps the SA representative of 
all students regardless of political ideology, 
allowing leadership to clearly and openly 
confront issues without political bias.

Turner can still have a voice without 
being the College Republicans figurehead. 
Turner said in the debate, “This race is not 
about me, it’s about you.” As much as that 
sounds nice in every campaign it’s been 
said, these races are about the candidates 
too. And those candidates should rise to the 
occasion.

SA IVP race puts nonpartisanship on trial
OP-ED

In last week’s article “Coordinators reject beer bike proposals, consider alternatives,”  the 
process of considering potential changes will occur after this semester’s Beer Bike. The article 
also incorrectly referred to “Rice University Undergraduate Cycling and Triathlon” — the 
organization is the Rice University Cycling & Triathlon Club.

Corrections

To better inform students, I decided 
to share my perspective for this year’s 
Student Association president, internal vice 
president and treasurer races based on my 
evaluation of their past experiences, their 
public campaign posts, Thresher debate 
performance and one-on-one interviews.

Mahdi Farris, current McMurtry College 
junior and former senator, strikes me as 
the most value-oriented candidate. His 
values — responsibility, opportunity and 
discourse — are the pillars of his campaign. 
I’m pleased that he’s interested in focusing 
on challenging and changing the culture of 
SA Senate to push students to discuss things 
that may not be easy. Yet, while his values are 
important, I worry that implementing these 
broad values will be a tall challenge. Overall, 
Mahdi has a firm grasp on how to approach 
the role holistically; if students are looking 
for a values-based SA then he is the best 
candidate for the job.

Rohan Palanki, current Jones College 
junior, SA Academics Committee chair and 
former senator strikes me as the most project-
oriented candidate, having listed over 20 
tangible ideas he’d like to pursue. On his 
website, he’s listed academics, diversity and 
student life-based projects as his main focus. 
Rohan’s campaign provides the clearest map 
of what he would like to accomplish during 
his term. While his ideas are numerous, 
voters should ask themselves if they’d prefer 
to see a project-based SA this upcoming 
year and if so, he is the best candidate to 
implement all of these ideas.

Ariana Engles, current Lovett College 
sophomore and senator, lists advocating for 
DACA and international students, creating a 

crisis management program and decreasing 
SA red tape as the main tenets of her 
campaign. While Ariana’s work as a senator 
advocating for undocumented students is 
significant, I am concerned that ideas like 
creating a crisis management program are 
misaligned with what the role of SA president 
actually entails and are out of touch with 
what students really prioritize. Lastly, as a 
sophomore, she would benefit from gaining 
more experience within and outside of the 
SA before taking on this role.

In the Internal Vice President race, 
one candidate is the clear choice. Juliette 
Turner, current Duncan College sophomore 
and senator, is compassionate, dedicated, 
detailed-oriented and the perfect fit for this 
position. Her interest in better aligning the 
SA’s hardworking internal members with the 
Rice student body’s interests sets her apart. 

In the treasurer race, Lauren Loh, current 
SA deputy treasurer, is experienced, hard-
working and would make an amazing SA 
treasurer by improving transparency while 
also leveraging her role to promote cultural 
and socioeconomic inclusivity. 

Overall, I would suggest voting for Lauren 
Loh for SA treasurer, Juliette Turner for SA IVP 
and either Mahdi Fariss or Rohan Palanki for 
SA President — depending on your affinity for 
a values-oriented SA or project-oriented SA. 

Endorsements and analysis from the current SA president
OP-ED

Dont Forget to Vote (for what Leebron was 
dreaming of during the debates)!!

JUSTIN ONWENU
Student Association 
President
Sid Richardson College 
Senior
jno1@rice.edu

HANNAH MEEKS
Hanszen College 
Freshman
hem4@rice.edu

cartoon by areli navarro magallón 

FRANZ BROTZEN & 
DAVID CIRILLO
Rice Young Democrats 
Treasurer & Co-President
Brown College Sophomore
Sid Richardson Senior
fsb1@rice.edu
dgc3@rice.edu
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7 SPOTLIGHT 

COURTESY NICHOLAS MCMILLAN 

Members of the Rice Philharmonics pose in their characteristic black competition outfits. The Phils took a 15-hour road trip to Nebraska, where they participated in the International Championship of 
Collegiate A Capella and won first place. The win marks a record for the Phils, who until then had only gotten as far as third place. Next, the Phils will head to Phoenix, Arizona on March 31 for ICCA semifinals. 

PHILS FROM PAGE 1 
Greene said he was flattered when 

he found out that they planned to use 
the songs he arranged in the ICCA 
competition. 

“I’m impressed with all the work 
they’ve been putting into singing them 
because they sound so much fuller and 
cleaner than they did this time last year,” 
Greene said. 

Tam, a Martel College senior, said 
that using two of Greene’s arrangements, 
which many members of the group 
already knew from the previous year, 
allowed them to focus most of their energy 
on perfecting their songs and learning the 
one new one, “Greenlight.” Besides, the 
two arrangements already matched the 
dynamic of the Phils. 

“He dedicated his life to the Phils and 
arranging, so he really mastered what is 
best for our sound,” Tam said. 

Tam arranged “Greenlight” over a 
two-month period this past summer. She 
played the song over and over again, 
trying to isolate the solo parts, then the 
bass line, and so on until she found the 
right combinations. 

“I would sing different melodies that I 
heard in my head and see if it fit with the 
music.” 

Tam arranged the song with the ICCA 
competition in mind, but it was the entire 
group that decided via a poll last semester 
that their set would be Greene’s two 
arrangements as well as Tam’s. 

“So much of what we do is a democracy, 

so we wanted to let everyone have an 
opinion about what songs they wanted to 
take,” Tam said. 

At first I thought I was biased, 
but I could hear people around 
me whispering good things 
about them during their 
performance. Their dynamics 
were solid, their choreography 
was tight, and the crowd loved 
all of the soloists. 

Matthew Greene 
Former Rice Philharmonics 

Music Director 

After months of preparation, the group 
piled into three cars and drove straight 
from Houston to Nebraska. On the way 
they encountered a snowstorm, which 
none of drivers had ever experienced 
driven through before. 

“It was one degree, the coldest I have 
ever been,” Zheng said. “My car has 
never been in temperatures that cold so I 
thought it was going to die but it didn’t.” 

Their hosts were members of rival a 
capella groups from the area who were 
also competing against the Phils. 

“They were so kind to us,” Zheng 
said. “Apparently there’s this thing called 
‘Nebraska nice.’ They made us feel at 
home.” 

To protect the group’s voices for the 
performance, Tam had put a singing 
ban on all the cars for the entire 15-hour 
car ride. On the way back, though, they 
celebrated. 

“We blasted music and we were singing 
and yelling and just talking,” Tam said. 
“Every five minutes, we were like, guys, 
we just won first place. That was us.” 

strict about efficiency, but 
if we don 

I’m going to try to be more 

’t have fun in 
rehearsals there’s not really a 
point. That’s why we started 
the group, that’s why we do 
this, so I don’t want to take 
that out of it. 

Veronica Zheng
Rice Philharmonics 

Music Director 

Their next trip, to the ICCA semifinals 
in Phoenix, Arizona on March 31, won’t be 
a road trip. Tam felt that the 18 hours in 

a car each way, excluding rest stops, was 
too much to ask of the group. The Phils 
will be flying instead, but plane tickets 
pose a huge financial hurdle. 

“[For Nebraska,] worst case we could 
clear out our bank account and still go 
but in this case, we can’t clear out our 
bank account,” Tam said. “We don’t have 
enough money to go.” 

To make up the difference, Tam is 
kicking around a few ideas: maybe a bake 
sale, maybe some open mic nights outside 
of Rice where they can ask for donations. 

“I say I want to do all these things, but 
I don’t know what’ll happen,” Tam said. 

Zheng, who oversees rehearsals as 
music director, plans to implement a few 
changes to the set before March based on 
what the group saw from other a capella 
groups. Above all, though, Zheng wants 
to keep the pressure of the next ICCAs 
competition from changing the dynamic 
of the Phils. 

“I’m going to try to be more strict 
about efficiency, but if we don’t have fun 
in rehearsals there’s not really a point,” 
Zheng said. “That’s why we started the 
group, that’s why we do this, so I don’t 
want to take that out of it. But I feel like 
since we’ve all gotten a taste of what it’s 
like to win now, naturally we’ll want to 
work harder.” 

Zheng said that she was grateful 
for how hard the Phils worked for the 
competition. 

“Everybody really pulled through,” 
Zheng said. “It’s been a great adventure.” 

1 2 3  4  5 
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WE HAD LESS ROOM THIS TIME 

ACROSS 
1 Major criticism of T-Swift 
6 Frequent cavity victim 
7 Typhon’s trap? 
8 Made of acts 
9 Just signed 

Crossword by Isaac Schultz
 Backpage Editor  / ims1@rice.edu 

DOWN 
1 Featured in “Fifty Shades 

Freed”: BD__ 
2 A wistful thought for 

Giants fans 
3 Shrine 
4 “I miss the old _____” 
5 Expunge 
8 You’re trippin’ if it’s less 

than 7 

Answers will be posted on ricethresher.org and on the Thresher 
Facebook page. 

https://ricethresher.org
mailto:ims1@rice.edu
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COURTESY NOISEPORN & GSLM 
MUSIC 

‘Honey’ sounds different, but 
doesn’t live up to artists' potential 

FILM 

Coogler's ‘Black Panther’ is both a 
critical and cultural success 

NAOMI WENTZ 
FOR THE THRESHER / NW9@RICE.EDU 

HONEY 

Genre: Electronic 

Top Track: Tengo Mas 

Both Louis the Child and Whethan 
are by no means prolific figures in the 
electronic music genre, but they have 
gained a fair amount of popularity over 
the past three years for their catchy, 
beat-dropping future bass tracks. Their 
long-awaited collaboration on the new 
album, “Honey,” should have had all of 
these elements and yet, it falls flat. 

No particular track stands out and, 
in fact, all of the songs except “Tengo 
Mas” sound pretty much the same. They 
all exhibit the producers’ penchant for 
buzzy future bass synths accompanied 
by crisp, clean percussion and yet, there 
is no real variety to be had. “Tengo Mas” 
deviates slightly from this pattern with 
its “Latin style” rhythm but other than 
that, the tracks mimic each other greatly. 

None of the singles in “Honey” feature 
vocalists, which I would normally 
consider a strength because artists 
are usually able to take greater risks 
when they’re unencumbered by lyrics. 
However, Louis the Child and Whethan 
have drawn some of their strengths from 
vocalists, using vocal chops to enhance 
their bass drops and carry the melody of 
their songs. This can be heard in Louis 
the Child’s “Love is Alive” and Whethan’s 
“Sleepy Eyes,” both of which feature 
Elohim’s amazing voice. All of the tracks 
on “Honey” are very repetitive, using the 

THE WEEKLY SCENE 

same drop twice in each song, a common 
structure in electronic music that cries 
out for some type of vocalist. 

Louis the Child have been 
experimenting a bit with their style in 
recent months, like in their latest solo 
album, “Love is Alive,” which revealed 
a variety of styles from hip hop to jazz 
to indie pop. Whethan’s sound has also 
been evolving, although he has been 
drifting dangerously close to more pop-
ish electronic dance music and away from 
his earlier influences, as seen on “Oliver 
Tree.” “Honey” is an unexpected leap to 
quieter, restrained future bass, which is 
done well by some artists, but Louis the 
Child and Whethan miss the mark. 

No particular track stands 
out and, in fact, all of the 
songs except 'Tengo Mas' 
sound pretty much the 
same. 

All of the individual songs of “Honey” 
exhibit the crisp sound design that Louis 
the Child and Whethan are known for, 
but this collaboration did not produce 
the invigorating tunes these two artists 
are capable of making. Honestly, this 
release contains uncreative melodies 
and repetitive drops that smaller artists 
are usually guilty of. I understand that 
all the tracks in an album need to be 
somewhat similar in order to make a 
cohesive project, but an album should 
tell a story rather than just contain a 
bunch of different versions of the same 
song. However, I am confident that they 
can return to their future bass roots and 
continue making the music that gave 
them notoriety. 

DOGFIGHT 
The Rice Players/visual and dramatic arts 
spring musical opens this Friday at 8 p.m. Set 
in the 1960s, “Dogfight” explores masculinity 
while following a group of U.S. Marines who 
have a contest to see who can find the ugliest 
date. Tickets are $5 for students. Additional 
showtimes are available online. 

Hamman Hall 
events.rice.edu 

MICHAEL VERMEULEN 
THRESHER STAFF / MAV6@RICE.EDU 

BLACK PANTHER 
Running time: 135 minutes 

Rating: PG-13 

Genre: Action/Adventure 

One of the most discussed and 
anticipated movies to come out in some time, 
“Black Panther” is a milestone for black 
representation in Hollywood, as it is the first 
superhero blockbuster to have a mostly-
black cast. With that important cultural 
weight on his back, director and writer Ryan 
Coogler had a lot to live up to in making this 
film. He succeeds, crafting a beautiful work 
that simultaneously serves as a fun addition 
to the Marvel Cinematic Universe and a 
powerful statement on the contemporary 
political climate. 

Following the death of his father in 
“Captain America: Civil War,” T’Challa 
(Chadwick Boseman) returns home to the 
highly secretive, advanced African nation 
of Wakanda to be crowned king. When a 
powerful enemy suddenly appears, T'Challa/ 
Black Panther must rally his allies and find 
his strength when the conflict threatens his 
country and the entire world. 

The movie’s finest quality is definitely 
its immensely talented cast. Boseman is 
top-notch in the titular role, but it is all the 
other characters that stand out. Danai Gurira 
is fierce as T’Challa’s powerful general 
and bodyguard Okoye, Lupita Nyong’o is 
charismatic as his superspy ex-girlfriend 
Nakia and Letitia Wright is hilarious and 
loveable as his tech-genius younger sister 
Shuri. Forest Whitaker as a wise sage and 
Angela Bassett as T’Challa’s mother bring 
welcome gravitas to the proceedings. Andy 
Serkis is over the top in the best way as arms 
dealer Ulysses Klaue and Martin Freeman 
is enjoyable as fish-of-out-water CIA agent 
Everett Ross. If anything, there are almost too 
many good performers for everyone to get 
a proper chance to shine, as characters like 

VAGINA 
MONOLOGUES 

Come out for the annual Rice Women’s 
Resource Center production of feminist 
classic “The Vagina Monologues.” The show 
runs this weekend only: Thursday at 7:30 
p.m., Friday at 4:30 p.m. and Sunday at 4 
p.m. Tickets are $6. 

Sid Richardson College Basement 

WORDS & ART 
Poets and writers will react to Mona 
Hatoum’s eerie and minimalist Menil 
Collection exhibit “Terra Infirma” this 
Wednesday from 7-8 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public. 

1533 Sul Ross 
The Menil Collection 
menil.org/events 

the one played by Oscar-nominated Daniel 
Kaluuya get the short shrift in terms of screen 
time and development. 

However, the cast’s most striking 
member is Michael B. Jordan as the main 
villain Erik Killmonger. Certainly the most 
complex, relatable Marvel antagonist to 
date, Killmonger generates thematic ideas 
that set this film apart from other superhero 
tales. Addressing issues like isolationism, 
American political interventionism and 
black oppression, Killmonger expresses 
his ideas for a better Wakandan future, 
one more involved with the world by 
helping black people everywhere. Though 
Killmonger is definitely the bad guy, 
sociopathic and cruel in his ambitions, 
many of his beliefs are relatable to both the 
audience and the heroes, even resonating 
with T’Challa’s beliefs. 

Along with great characters, the film 
also flourishes in its world-building. From 
the script to the production and costume 
design to the cinematography, the movie 
creates a fully fleshed-out location in 
Wakanda. An example of Afrofuturism, 
Wakanda is entirely believable as the most 
technologically-developed nation on Earth, 
one rooted in African tribal culture rather 
than the Western-inspired versions of the 
futuristic civilizations normally seen in 
science fiction. 

For all its accomplishments, though, 
the movie is not flawless. While many 
of the action sequences are exciting and 
well executed, quite a few are also messy 
and cliché. The CGI is wildly inconsistent, 
especially for a film with a budget this 
high. The score by Ludwig Goransson 
and soundtrack by Kendrick Lamar are 
excellent but underutilized. Much of the 
humor is amusing, yet some of the jokes are 
outdated or out of place. A portion of the 
plot is rushed, with the respective storylines 
of T’Challa and Killmonger clunkily shifting 
into place for the ultimately satisfying 
finale. 

Having said that, “Black Panther” is a 
momentous achievement for Ryan Coogler 
and Marvel Studios. With its exceedingly 
watchable characters, unique world and 
relevant political commentary, the movie 
marks a leap forward for the representation 
of black people in mainstream cinema. 

COURTESY DISNEY 

~OASIS~ 
The work of local visual artists Iva 
Kinnaird and Christina Macal will be 
accompanied by four hours of live music 
at Matchbox Gallery this Saturday at 
7 p.m. Free admission; refreshments 
provided. 

Matchbox Gallery 

https://menil.org/events
mailto:MAV6@RICE.EDU
https://events.rice.edu
mailto:NW9@RICE.EDU
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2018-2019 
Jameson Fellowship for American Decorative Arts

Rice undergraduates and graduate students 
interested in art history, history or musuem 
studies are invited to apply for the Jameson 
Fellowship in American Decorative Arts and 
Painting. 

The Jameson Fellow will enroll each semester 
for a 3-credit art history internship course 
and spend the 2018-19 academic year as a 
researcher at the Bayou Bend Collection 

of the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. 

$13,000 stipend
Additional funds (up to $1,500) 

available for fellowship research trip.

For Jameson Fellows without access to a vehicle, some 
help could be available to partially cover one’s 

transportation costs during the year. 

Qualifications include: 
• Excellent academic record
• Interest in American art and culture of the 17th through 19th centuries

Application Requirements: 
• A brief (2-3 page) typewritten statement expressing the applicant’s willingness to 

undertake the internship in 2018-19 and how the Fellowship would enhance the 
applicant’s other studies at Rice, plans for graduate school, career goals or general 
interest in the decorative arts 

• Academic transcripts (official or unofficial) 
• One letter of support from a Rice faculty member

Applications should be sent to the Jameson Fellowship Committee at the Department 
of Art History (Herring Hall 103, MS-21) no later than Monday, March 26, 2018. 

Questions may be directed to Professor Joseph Manca (manca@rice.edu or 713-348-3464). 

WHAT’S HIP RIGHT NOW

courtesy new york times

courtesy wicked waffles

courtesy global news

In a phrase: Netflix marathon 2.0 
Where to find it: our friendly neighbor, MFAH

Every year the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston hosts showings of the Oscar-
nominated short films, allowing audiences 
to enjoy quality, concise motion pictures 
before the winners are announced on March 
4. The viewings are divided into three, one 
per category: animated, live action and 
documentary. Unfortunately, by the time 
you read this, both the live action and 
animated films will have stopped showing. 
I genuinely just wanted to use this platform 
as a way to gush about how poignant and 
lovely they were. There are, however, two 
more showings available to watch the 
documentaries (Feb. 24 at 4 p.m. and March 
2 at 1 p.m.). Be warned, if they are anything 
similar to the live action films, I would advise 
you wear waterproof makeup, laytees. 

In a phrase: literally its whole thing is that 
it is squishy
Where to find it: Amazon

Whether you are seeking a stress 
reliever or an aesthetic booster, Squishies 
have got you. They come in large packs 
and are relatively cheap (or expensive 
once you consider that you are buying 
a pile of plastic, idk), so — unlike that 
post Mi Luna check — they’re perfect 
for splitting among friends. Options 
range from french fries to a disturbingly 
adorable shark. Squish ’em, stretch ’em, 
realize your need for empty materialism 
has reached its apex with ’em! Sure, it’s a 
little middle school Claire’s reminiscent, 
but if college made stickers cool again, 
you can go ahead and treat yourself. 

In a phrase: Who Wants To Be A Millionaire 
meets Facebook Live 
Where to find it: App store

Vine may have died, but its founders’ 
ability to create content we never knew 
we needed isn’t!! HQ has been around for 
some months now, but it doesn’t look like 
it’s going extinct (RIP Vine) anytime soon. 
Combining aspects of TV, trivia and live 
chat, the game begins every night at 8 p.m., 
when thousands of players tune in live to 
a 12-question trivia round. Standard stuff, 
right? Pero, by syncing up your paypal 
account, you are playing for actual real life 
money. The graphics, hosts and players’ 
live conversations are major cringe (ahem, 
fixing their shitty design = your prospective 
job?), but the fact that you can only play the 
game once a day, as well as the immediate 
consequences of one-wrong-answer-and-
you’re-out, make for a compelling time. 

* In loving memory of Vine, whose 
potential was snuffed before she could 
truly shine. RIP. *

TECHNOLOGY:
HQ Trivia

HEALTH:
Squishies

ENTERTAINMENT:
Oscar Nominated Shorts

ARELI NAVARRO MAGALLÓN
THRESHER STAFF  / AMN9@RICE.EDU

courtesy @witch.poetry

In a phrase: ¡Validating is cool too!
Where to find it: Uhhhhh the internet? 

If you hadn’t caught on by now, Self-
Care and Self-Love are hip right now. Their 
cousin, Validation, while much less trendy, 
has been experiencing her own second 
in the spotlight. Match her with a meme 
format, and you’ve got some wholesome 
shit circulating the web. They’re a refreshing 
change of pace from the negativity and 
absurdism usually featured in niche memes 
(and life/current events in general :-)) while 
remaining extreme in their hyperbolized 
and sometimes aggressive representations 
of affection. Valentine’s Day may have 
passed, but expressing your love for friends 
can continue all year long! 

TRENDING:
Positivity Memes



                
     

                    
              

        
     

      
     
         

      
     

 
        

        

      
     

       
          

      
 
 

      
       

 
    

        
 

     
    

 
 

      
       

         
  

        
     

 
 

        
       

 
  

     
     

      
     

    
      

       
       

     
    

     
     

     
      
      
       

     
       

     
  

    
      

       
       

 
        

       

    
    

 
      

    
       
      

       

      

      

                       
                          

       
 

        

     
 

     
     

         
       

 
    

       
 

     
     

     
         

       
      

 
      

       
       

        

          
        
          
          

       

    
     

   
     

    
       

      
       

      
      

     
        

      
     

      
      
       

      

      
     

       
    

       
      

        
 

        
      

 
     

 
      

      
        

     

      
    

     
     

    
       

      

 
  

10 SPORTS 
Starting pitching leads baseball to winning weekend 

COURTESY GREG FENICK 

Sophomore third baseman Braden Comeaux watches his opening day home run during the first inning of Rice’s 8-7 win over Samford University on Friday. 
Comeaux and the Owls defeated the University of Central Florida 5-4 in a tight game on Saturday before falling to the University of Virginia 3-0 on Sunday. 

MADISON BUZZARD 
THRESHER STAFF / MCB13@RICE.EDU 

Orlando, Florida had some Disney 
World magic for the Rice Baseball team 
last weekend, as the Owls earned wins 
in two of three games at the University of 
Central Florida Tournament to kick-start an 
optimistic 2018 campaign. 

After last season’s epic run to the 
NCAA tournament, which included four 
consecutive wins to capture the Conference 
USA championship, Rice head coach Wayne 
Graham reinforced his confidence that 
this year’s squad could be even better. The 
Owls responded to their coach’s belief with 

a thrilling 8-7 victory over Samford in the 
opening game, sparked by two-run walk off 
homer in the bottom of the ninth inning by 
senior first baseman Chace Sarchet. 

Rice followed up its dramatic season 
opener with an equally nail-biting sequel 
against tournament host UCF. After Sarchet 
and senior outfielder Ryan Chandler scored 
in the top of the ninth inning to put the 
Owls up 5-2, Rice seemed destined for a 
2-0 season start. UCF, sparked by a lively 
home crowd, translated a fight-til-the-end 
mentality into two runs in the game’s last 
inning with two outs, seeding doubt in 
Rice’s assurance. UCF’s hope quickly turned 
to dismay, however, when junior shortstop 

Ford Proctor made a spectacular leaping 
grab to clinch the final out and grant Rice a 
5-4 victory. 

Key to the win over the Golden Knights 
was a solid outing from sophomore starting 
pitcher Matt Canterino. The Owls’ ace 
sacrificed only two earned runs in his 
first start of the season. Canterino said he 
was mostly pleased with his effort but he 
would have preferred to stay in the game for 
another inning or two. 

“I did a lot of stuff that I wanted to do 
early on,” Canterino said. “I was filling it up 
with my slider and it was getting past a lot of 
guys. I lost a lot of steam at the end, which 
I wasn’t too happy about. I’ve gotta keep 

pounding the strike zone late in the game.” 
Only nationally ranked University of 

Virginia could halt the Owls’ early-season 
momentum. Despite sophomore starting 
pitcher Addison Moss’s best attempt to 
shield Rice’s undefeated tournament run, 
the Cavaliers’ trio of hurlers were simply too 
powerful for the Owls’ lineup. Proctor was 
the sole Rice batter with multiple hits, and 
only two others, Sarchet and junior catcher 
Dominic DiCaprio, were able to muster a 
hit. Virginia’s offense fared better, scoring 
one run in the fourth off of a bases-loaded 
double play and adding to their cushion 
with a seventh-inning two-run double from 
third baseman Justin Novak. 

It’s a learning experience, but 

in a hard tournament. 
we will get better. We did well 

Wayne Graham
Baseball Head Coach 

Graham told his team after the game 
to keep the loss in perspective; according 
to the head coach, Rice players and fans 
should feel upbeat and bullish on Rice’s 
outlook this year. 

“We had an undisciplined day at the 
plate,” Graham said. “It’s a learning 
experience, but we will get better. We did 
well in a hard tournament.” 

At the time of print, Rice’s game against 
Texas State University on Tuesday night was 
ongoing. Next on the slate for the Owls is 
a four-game series against No. 12 Stanford 
University from Feb. 22 to 25 in Palo Alto, 
California. Rice split last season’s series with 
the Cardinal, 2-2 at Reckling Park. 

Cashaw carrying the load for men’s basketball 
MICHAEL BYRNES grade, I met one of my best friends: Jalen 
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR / MEB18@RICE.EDU Brunson,” Cashaw said. “We worked out 

every single day of the summer [and] 
Last offseason saw the top three every single day after practices, and 

scorers for Rice men’s basketball each that’s when I knew. I just fell in love with 
depart via transfer, leaving the door wide the game.” 
open in terms of replacement offensive But after spending his early childhood in 
production. No returning player had Atlanta and his formative basketball years 
averaged more than 10 points per game in the Chicago area, Cashaw has now found 
on the Owls’ 23-12 squad from the 2016-17 a home here in Houston. During his time at 
season; it was clear that Rice needed to Rice, he said he has greatly enjoyed the time 
find a new offensive focal point. spent with his teammates. 

Enter junior guard Connor Cashaw. “I think we’re brothers for life,” Cashaw 
After averaging eight points and five said. “Going through the hardest workouts 
rebounds over 34 starts last season, of my life, SEAL week, Coach [Pera’s] very 
he’s upped his game significantly so tough on us, so doing all that together is a 
far this season, putting up 16.1 points, bond for life.” 
6.7 rebounds — both of which lead When he’s not working out or practicing 
the team — and 3.1 assists, second to with the team, Cashaw said he spends 
sophomore guard Ako Adams. He alone much of his free time watching films and 
has accounted for nearly a third of the basketball games. 
Owls’ overall win shares, according to “I love movies: The Godfather, Good Will 
Sports Reference LLC. Hunting [and] Get Out,” Cashaw said. “I [also] 

Cashaw credits much of his love talking about movies, like criticizing the 
improvement to the help of the coaching reviews and things like that.” 
staff and the support of his teammates. But even in his down time, Cashaw is still 

“Having a team that believes in me and looking for ways to improve his game. He said 
is working with me every day [has] been he takes particular inspiration from Portland 
amazing,” Cashaw said. “[Head coach Trail Blazers guard C.J. McCollum. 
Scott Pera] lets me be a vocal leader, stay “I try to model my game after [McCollum],” 
on the young guys and ultimately grow as Cashaw said. “I think he’s a great scorer, 
a team.” a mid-range guy. He came from [Lehigh 

While playing basketball at Stevenson University] — a mid-major school — and he’s 
High School in Lincolnshire, Illinois, a leader, he speaks well and he dedicates a lot 
Cashaw shared the court with Jalen to his team.” 
Brunson, now a star guard at Villanova So what does the future hold for a star 
University. Together, they led their scorer like Cashaw? According to him, 
team to Class 4A state championship in basketball will always be in the cards. 
2015. According to Cashaw, it was with “[I] definitely want to pursue a professional Junior Connor Cashaw dribbles at the top of the key during Rice’s loss to Marshall University on 

Thursday. Cashaw is leading the Owls in both scoring and rebounding this season, but the team is Brunson that he first found a real passion career, [whether] that’s overseas or in the 
currently in 13th place out of 14 teams in Conference USA. Rice needs to move up to No. 12 in the for basketball. NBA,” Cashaw said. “I love this game and I conference to earn a berth in the C-USA Tournament next month in Frisco, Texas. 

“When I moved to Chicago [in] fifth want to do it until I can’t anymore.” 
MARTIN ZHANG / THRESHER 

mailto:MEB18@RICE.EDU
mailto:MCB13@RICE.EDU
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Women’s basketball falters in attempt to reach top of Conference USA
SPENCER MOFFAT
THRESHER STAFF  / SM114@RICE.EDU 

The Rice women’s basketball team 
lost its second game in a row on Saturday 
to Middle Tennessee State University, 
suffering its first losing streak since 
November. 

The Owls started the two-game losing 
streak with a 70-63 loss to the University 
of Alabama, Birmingham. Rice entered the 
contest just one and a half games back of the 
Blazers for first place in Conference USA. 

Had the Owls won, they would have 
moved into a tie in the loss column for the 
conference lead. Ultimately, the Owls fell 
short thanks to UAB’s hot shooting. Rice 
matched UAB in field goals made but lost 
the 3-point battle as the Blazers made eight 
more baskets from beyond the arc. 

After the loss in Birmingham against the 
No. 1 team in the conference, the Owls went 
on the road to face the No. 5 team, Middle 
Tennessee. The Owls’ defense did its job, 
holding the Blue Raiders to 51 points. 

However, Rice was unable to match its 
defensive effort on the offensive side of the 
ball as it could only muster 41 points of its 
own. The Blue Raiders took advantage of 
the Owls’ 19 turnovers, converting them 
into 23 points on the other end of the floor. 

According to head coach Tina Langley, 

the Owls will use these losses as chances 
to improve. 

“I have confidence we’re going to learn 
a lot from these games and grow moving 
forward,” Langley said. 

The Owls are now 18-6 on the season 
and third in C-USA with a conference record 
of 8-4. The eight wins match last season’s 
total, when Rice finished 8-10 in conference 
play. Western Kentucky University leads 
the conference with a record of 11-2 and 
UAB is a half game back at 10-2. 

Over the past month, the Owls have gone 
5-3, all in conference matchups. Two of 
those wins have been double-digit victories 
as the Owls defeated the University of 
Texas, El Paso in a 56-42 victory and 
Western Kentucky in a 73-58 victory. 

On the season, Rice is currently averaging 
65.4 points per game while only allowing 
57.3 points per game. The Owls are also out-
rebounding their opponents with an average 
of 36.2 rebounds per game. On the other 
hand, their opponents are averaging 31.9 
rebounds per game on the season. 

Sophomore guard Erica Ogwumike has 
led the scoring effort 15 times this season. 
She has also led the team in rebounding 17 
times. Ogwumike is currently leading the 
team in points per game, with 17.3 while 
junior Nicole Iademarco is second with 13.1 
points per game. 

The Owls have just four games left 
in the regular season before the C-USA 
Championship begins on Mar. 7 in Frisco, 
Texas. Three of the those final four games 
are at home, where Rice is a perfect 10-0 
this season. 

The Owls will look to get back in the win 
column as they face Marshall University on 
Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. in Tudor Fieldhouse. They 
will then travel to the University of Texas, 
San Antonio for their final road game of the 
season on Feb. 25. 

Swimming out for revenge in C-USA
ANDREW GROTTKAU
SPORTS EDITOR  / ABG4@RICE.EDU 

It’s been the same story for three 
straight years for Rice swimming. The 
Owls have come up just short at the 
Conference USA Championships each 
season since 2015, finishing second to 
Florida International University every 
year. This year, according to senior Jaecey 
Parham, they are hoping for revenge. 

“The seniors particularly are out for 
blood,” Parham said. “The last time Rice 
swimming won conference, it was 2014, 
the season before we got to Rice, so we are 
definitely hoping for a conference title.”

Rice is currently ranked No. 48 in the 
country heading into the championship 
meet while FIU is No. 50, according to 
CollegeSwimming.com. The next best 
team in C-USA is the University of North 
Texas, ranked No. 98. Earlier this year, 
the Owls defeated FIU in a dual meet by 
winning eight out of the 11 swimming 
events. The Panthers won the only diving 
event of the day because Rice has no diving 
team. Parham said the victory in October 
gives the Owls hope heading into the 
championship meet. 

“After we beat FIU in a dual meet back 
in the fall, I think that was a big confidence 
boost,” Parham said. “[It was] for the 
upperclassmen, because we have never beat 
them before, but also for the underclassmen, 
who had only heard tales of the supposedly 
infallible FIU.”

Senior Kaitlyn Swinney said the team is 
looking forward to the chance to compete for 
a title. 

“We’re all very excited,” Swinney said. 
“Normally we get pretty nervous in the weeks 
leading up to conference, but we’ve all felt 
very relaxed and confident going into the 
meet this year. Our team is very excited for a 
week of fun and fast swimming.”

In its latest meet, a quad meet against 
Louisiana State University, Tulane University 
and the University of Houston, the Owls 
beat Tulane but lost to UH and LSU. On the 

season, Rice is 10-5 in dual meets. Senior 
Alicia Caldwell said she has been impressed 
by the team’s year thus far. 

“The whole team has had trained and 
raced at a very high standard this year,” 
Caldwell said. “Everyone is really excited to 
see what we can achieve this week.”

When Rice last won the C-USA 
Championship in 2014, it defeated 
FIU by a margin of 260 points; the gap 
between second-place FIU and sixth-
place Tulane was 277 points. This year, 
if the Owls win, it will likely be much 
closer. Head coach Seth Huston said 
the Owls will have to be well prepared 
in order to take home the conference 
championship. 

“C-USA Championships is a total 
team effort,” Huston said. “I am not 
kidding when I say we will need to count 
on everyone in order to have a shot at 
winning.”

Parham said the team will be ready to 
go when the meet begins on Wednesday. 

“I do think the team is where we need 
to be heading into the meet,” Parham 
said. “Throughout the season I think 
we have been constantly rehearsing for 
this week, so that when we get there, we 
already know what to do. We can relax 
and let our bodies just do what we’ve 
trained them to do.” 

The meet will begin on Wednesday, 
Feb. 21 and last until Saturday, Feb. 24 
in Atlanta. It will be held at the same 
pool used in the 1996 Summer Olympics. 
Swinney said regardless of the meet’s 
outcome, she will be proud of this year’s 
Rice team. 

“If all 24 of us gave our best efforts and 
we still come in second, I would still be 
so proud to be an Owl,” Swinney said. “At 
the end of the day and when I look back 
at my career, I think I’ll remember how we 
all gave it our best and had fun doing it 
rather than the outcome of the meet. 

“That being said, a victory would be 
huge for us, and it would mean so much 
to this program.”

We’re going to learn a lot from 
these games and grow moving 
forward.

Tina Langley
Basketball Head Coach

VIDYA GIRI / THRESHER

Junior forward Olivia Ogwumike drives by a Western Kentucky University player during a home win 
last week. The Owls beat WKU to move into a tie for second in the conference but fell on the road 
this week to conference-leading UAB and Middle Tennessee. Rice is now 8-4 in Conference USA, 
good for third place. 
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

P/T, F/T WORKERS For special needs be-
havior/learning program. Private behavior/
academic learning program for children 
ages 2-12yr, primarily those with autism, in 
Museum District seek university students to 
learn our unique program combing behav-
ior & social skills training with Montessori 
methods, Call 713-528-2343 or send resume 
to Director at marys.mcclure2@gmail.com

RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High 
School Math, Natural & Social Sciences, 

Foreign Language, Humanities, and SAT/ACT 
prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
is based upon variety of factors. Contact 832-
428-8330 and email resume to sri.iyengar@
sriacademicservices.com

TUTOR NEEDED for high school Algebra 2/
Pre Calculus Honors class near campus. 
Call or text 919.824.5491.

MATH TUTOR NEEDED for 2nd grader. 
Requirements: High School diploma, 
patience, ability to encourage an 8 year old 
to build confidence at math skills. 2nd grade 
mathsheets/workbooks provided. Meet in 
a public space. Contact Marcie Carlson at 
marciecarlson007@gmail.com or 409-202-
9089

HOUSTON HEALTHCARE IT STARTUP  Need 
full time position for client software inte-
gration. Assist with product development. 

Travel required. Need basic IT skills. Poten-
tial for future growth within the corp. Con-
tact Nadia: nadia@docresponse.com

CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Tom Wang
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire and written by Joey McGlone and Isaac Schultz. For comments or questions, please email farts@rice.edu. 

1. Students consider the resumée-
boosting that could come of an 
SA victory, but for nearly all, the 
downsides (i.e. the need to go to 
Senate every week) outweigh those 
benefits.
 
2. A pool of candidates emerge, 
albeit with questionable motives. 
If you really wanted to “leave your 
mark on Rice,” just buy a can of 
spray paint. (See what I mean? We 
all remember that! But who can 
remember one thing that the 2016-
17 SA IVP accomplished?) 

3. Campaigning kicks off. 
Student body weighs what matters 

more: preventing sexual assault, 
networking, ensuring Dreamers’ 
status will not be jeopardized, 
networking, having a Minion dance 
around Rice stadium or networking.

4. Uh-oh. By all indications, the 
Minioné platform is the change 
that most students are positively 
responding to. 

5. The free beer & boba 
extravaganza Debates. Brace 
yourself for a hog-wild Friday night 
fuck fest of political discourse. 

6. Campaign devolves into petty 
spat.

7. Maurice Frediere drops out of 
race citing his desire for everyone 
to “just get along.” 

8. Petty spat devolves into 
personal attacks.

9. All is absolved when remaining 
candidates do an altruistic 
photoshoot. Will it be Titanic 
again, or perhaps a upside-down 
Spiderman kiss? Someone wins. 
Someone else probably cares. 
And life continues, by all accounts 
unchanged. 

In the spirit of the Winter Olympics, we at the Backpage present: 
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THE TRAJECTORY OF 
A STUDENT ASSOCIATION ELECTION


