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Michael Bloomberg will speak 
at Rice University commencement 
this spring, according to Rice 
President David Leebron.

“It will be an honor to address 
the graduates of one of America’s 
premier universities, and I want to 
thank the students and President 
Leebron for the invitation,” 
Bloomberg said. “I’m already 
looking forward to becoming an 
honorary Owl.”

Leebron said he was thrilled that 
the university was able to secure 
Bloomberg as the speaker.

“I believe his remarks will be 
of great interest and inspiration to 
our students, both graduate and 
undergraduate, and their families,” 
Leebron said.

Bloomberg served as mayor 
of New York City from 2002 to 
2013 and founded Bloomberg L.P. 
According to Forbes, he is among 
the 10 wealthiest Americans. He 
has signed The Giving Pledge, a 
campaign started by Bill Gates and 
Warren Buffett in which billionaires 
commit to giving more than half 
their wealth to charity.

Student Association President 
Justin Onwenu, who was on the 
speaker selection committee, said 
he was excited to have Bloomberg. 
He noted that Bloomberg served as 
New York mayor during Hurricane 
Sandy.

“With Houston dealing with the 
aftermath of Harvey I think Mayor 
Bloomberg will have an amazing 
message for commencement,” 
Onwenu, a Sid Richardson College 
senior, said. 

This article has been condensed 
for print. Read the full version online 
at ricethresher.org.

Note: Thresher Editor-in-Chief 
Juan Saldaña was a member of the 
commencement speaker selection 
committee.

ELLA FELDMAN
THRESHER STAFF  / EMF6@RICE.EDU 

For her latest homework 
assignment, Sid Richardson 
College junior Sarah Torresen ran 
around Kroger stopping strangers 
in the middle of their shopping, 
and asked them all one question:

“If you could have one item in 
this store for free for the rest of your 
life, what would it be and why?”

The assignment was for 
Intro to Podcasting (ENGL 
309), a class taught by English 
professor Ian Schimmel that 
debuted this semester. Torresen 
and her classmates were 

assigned a “Man on the Street” 
podcast project, according 
to Torresen, which involved 
approaching strangers, asking 
them each the same question 
and recording their answers.

For his take on the 
assignment, Martel College 
senior David Ratnoff asked his 
selected strangers to describe 
how they take selfies.

“I thought that was kind 
of a ridiculous question to 
be asking people, but it was 
really heartening to find that 
people had something to say 
about it,” Ratnoff said. “It’s 
sort of cool to take a project 

that seemed a little trivial, and 
watch it become something 
meaningful.”

Intro to Podcasting was 
created to explore such 
meaningful storytelling. The 
class, which has 17 students 
and meets on Wednesday 
afternoons for three hours, was 
born out of a collaboration with 
English professor Lacy Johnson 
and her work with the Houston 
Flood Museum. Johnson 
reached out to Schimmel and 
encouraged him to create a 
class that got students off 
of Rice’s campus to collect 
important stories, potentially 

relating to Harvey.
In researching for the 

course, Schimmel encountered 
a startling lack of podcasting 
classes on college campuses.

“So many of us get our 
information and get our stories and 
get our perspective of the world 
from this new form, so it might be 
good for us to start thinking about 
studying it,” he said.

In the first few weeks of the 
semester, Schimmel focused 
on teaching students the ins 
and outs of podcast making, 
which included lessons in how 
to record audio effectively, how 

Mayor Bloomberg 
will have an                      
amazing message for                        
commencement.

 
Justin Onwenu

SA President

•  Support special 
population students
•  Support current and 
future student initiatives
•  Decrease red tape 
within SA

“I’ve worked 
relentlessly to 
better our university 
and make it a more 
welcoming place. 
I will empower 
student leaders, 
enact change, and 
work to make the 
SA more accessible 
to all students.”

• Foster responsible 
relationship with Houston
•  Promote student and 
faculty diversity
•  Encourage discourse 
and transparency in SA

“Our success at Rice 
is rooted in how we 
care for the needs 
of those around us, 
embrace 
their aspirations, 
and challenge 
collective notions of 
what is right.”

•  Encourage inclusion 
and diversity
•  Enhance academic 
advising
•  Engage student body 
and improve student life

“I will stand up for 
students who feel 
underrepresented, 
take strong stances 
on challenging and 
pertinent issues, 
advocate for your 
concerns and 
drive your ideas 
forward.”

•  Provide free Chegg 
to all students
• Change mascot to a 
Despicable Me minion
• Build fence around 
campus

“I like Rice. I 
want to be the 
president to make 
Rice better.”

MEET YOUR CANDIDATES

Ariana Engles Mahdi Fariss Rohan Palanki Morgan Gillis
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Anna Ta, News Editor

MICHAEL 
BLOOMBERG 
TO SPEAK AT 
GRADUATION

Student podcasters venture in pursuit of stories 

To view the other 
SA candidates and 

their platforms, 
see pages 2 and 3.

DON’T STRIKE OUT:
p. 9-12READ OUR BASEBALL PREVIEW

PODCAST CONT. ON PAGE 14
MICHAEL BLOOMBERG
courtesy office of michael bloomberg
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JULIETTE TURNER

“Managing a large student body 
government requires dedication, 

accountability, and vision — traits I 
have learned through my experience as 

Duncan senator.”

GOALS
Biweekly NSR meetings to collaborate 

on projects
Align committees’ vision with student 

body through surveys

“I promise to promote transparency, 
active participation from ALL SA 

members, and mentorship, creating a 
stronger, more ubiquitous, and more 

impactful SA.”

GOALS
Connect SA members to resources to 

complete personal projects
Develop “Pitch a Project” program to 

increase engagement

DUNCAN COLLEGE SOPHOMORE
PAVAN PINNAMANENI

“Through the SA, I will be able 
to collaborate with students and 
administration to make the Rice 

experience as great as possible for 
other students and myself.”

GOALS
Uphold Rice University’s values of 

community
Foster communication within the SA

“I believe in the inherent goodness of 
human beings and the power of good 
government and via the position of SA 

Secretary, my priorities would lie in 
promoting both.”

GOALS
Make sure the student body’s concerns 

are known to the executive team
Help students be heard on issues 

they’re passionate about

SID RICH COLLEGE JUNIOR

GRACE WIKERSON
BROWN COLLEGE SOPHOMORE

JEFFERSON REN
JONES COLLEGE FRESHMAN

LAUREN LOH
MCMURTRY COLLEGE SOPHOMORE

GOALS
Promote inclusivity by supporting 

cultural clubs and low-income students
Make requirements for SAPP and 

blanket tax funding more transparent

ELAN FRIEDLAND
LOVETT COLLEGE FRESHMAN

GOALS
Reorganize Blanket Tax to maximize 

budget allocations
Minimize cost of continuing the New 

York Times subscription

SIDDHARTH GORANTLA
JONES COLLEGE SOPHOMORE

GOALS
Make funding meetings and the SA 

accessible
Create a website to check status of 

organization

INTERNAL VP SECRETARY

TREASURERSA CANDIDATES
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MAURICE FREDIERE
DUNCAN COLLEGE JUNIOR

“The primary job of the EVP is 
to mentor the Senators and USC 

representatives, empowering them to 
affect change and represent student 
interests to campus administration.”

GOALS
Ensure USC representatives reflect 

student body
Use SA’s 100 ideas to guide Senator 

projects
Expand Hedgehopper program

EXTERNAL VP

HONOR COUNCIL 
SENIOR REP

Reece Rosenthal, Hanszen College junior
Matt Nobles, Wiess College junior
Talia Kramer, Wiess College junior

Rushi Bhalani, Baker College junior

HONOR COUNCIL 
SOPHOMORE REP

Virginia Xie, Duncan College freshman
Sam Holloway, Brown College freshman

Isabelle Bunten, Lovett College freshman
Amy Lin, Hanszen College freshman

HONOR COUNCIL JUNIOR REP
Stefano Romano, Sid Rich sophomore

Ricky Robinson, Baker sophomore

UNCONTESTED
 POSITIONS

RICE THRESHER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Andrew Grottkau & Emily Abdow, 
McMurtry junior & Jones junior

RICE SERVICE 
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 

CHAIR
Emma McCormick & Akash Dhawan, 

McMurtry junior & Hanszen junior

RICE PROGRAM 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Maishara Muquith, McMurtry sophomore

RALLY CLUB 
PRESIDENT

Caroline Cobb, Duncan Junior

infographic by sydney garrett
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Party like it’s 1999: Y2K fills up

The Office of Information Technology 
will refund students who have been 
overcharged on printing since last summer 
as a result of an error in printing software, 
according to a mass email sent to all Rice 
students by OIT Campus Services Director 
Mike Dewey on Monday. 

The OIT website states that, when 
printing, students will pay per piece of 
paper, meaning that printing duplex 
should be less expensive than the 
alternative. Since last summer, however, 
an error in Owlnet printing software 
settings resulted in students paying for 
two sheets of paper even when printing 
duplex, Dewey said.

Donaldo Almazan, a Brown College 
senior, said that he and a friend, Jonathan 
Pan, another Brown College senior, first 
noticed that they were being charged for 
two pages when being duplex last summer 
while taking summer classes. 

“Me and Jonathan were working in 
Mudd Lab one night, when we were in 
summer classes, and we were going crazy 
with it coming up with conspiracies when 
we found out,” Almazan said. 

Pan said that after being initially 

shocked by the realization, he later 
attributed it to a misunderstanding in 
printing policy, and believed that the 
wording on the website was simply 
misleading.

According to Dewey, however, the 
policy is as stated on the website, which is 
to charge per page when printing duplex. 
The OIT was not able to address the 
problem with the software sooner because 
no one had reported it, Dewey said.

“We were unaware of the billing 
issue until [the Thresher] called it to our 
attention,” Dewey said. “After getting your 
query, we checked our ticketing system and 
scanned printer/plotter reimbursements 
and found no requests for refunds for 
duplex billing issues, which means no one 
had reported the problem.”

Dewey stated that the issue was 
corrected on Feb. 2, so students should 
now be charged the correct amount for 
pages printed duplex. According to Dewey, 
it is important to note that there are other 
organizations on campus that provide 
printing services, such as Fondren Library 
and the Jones School of Business, which 
have different policies and prices. 

OIT to refund students after overcharging for double-sided printing

NEWS IN BRIEF
Cameron Wallace

Assistant News Editor / cfw2@rice.edu

TRACEY DIBBS
THRESHER STAFF  /TD19@RICE.EDU 

The Rice University Police 
Department restricted students from 
entering McMurtry College’s Y2K after 
the public reached capacity, according 
to RUPD captain Clemente Rodriguez.  

External social Jane Clinger said 
students were able to enter with no 
issues until around 11:30 p.m., one and 
a half hours into the public. Clinger 
said there was not a specific maximum 
capacity for the party. Instead, RUPD 
judged when the public was full and 
stopped people from entering.

“I would say around 11:30 [p.m.], one 
of the RUPD officers [said], ‘After this 
group of people goes in, we’re going to 
be at max capacity and we are going 
to have to cut off the line,’” Clinger, a 
McMurtry College sophomore, said.

According to Rodriguez, when 
the maximum capacity was reached, 
officers and party organizers stopped 
guests from entering the public. People 
waiting in line were allowed to enter as 
long as the capacity was not exceeded, 
Rodriguez said.

Clinger said she and the other party 
coordinators had to move picnic tables 
to corral people at the entrance and 
push them back into the line.

“I don’t think there was a safety 
issue,” she said. “It was just that people 
were getting in the way because they 
were waiting in the line for so long.”

The McMurtry Commons capacity for 
standing room only with no furniture or 
stage is 839, while capacity with chairs 
only is 599 and capacity with tables and 
chairs is 279, according to Senior Safety 
Specialist of Environmental Health & 
Safety Jeff Coleman.

In November, RUPD officers shut 
down Architectronica, the School of 
Architecture’s annual public party, in 
part because party-goers in line outside 
Anderson Hall tried to force their way 
into the building. 

Youssef Machkas said he and some 
friends waited in line for Y2K for around 
20 to 30 minutes until they decided to 
leave because the line was not moving.

“Y2K has always been one of my 
favorite Rice publics since I love the 

throwback to 2000s music, and the 
longer I waited, the sadder I got since 
I felt like I wouldn’t be able to go in,” 
Machkas, a Sid Richardson College 
senior, said. “My friends that stayed 
needed an extra 30 minutes before they 
got into the public.”

Machkas said that while he feels like 
publics have been more overcrowded 
than usual, the main issue is that they 
get crowded sooner.

“I haven’t gone to as many publics 
this year as before, but from the ones 
I have gone to, the lines seem long,” 
Machkas said. “I think it’s more because 
people are going earlier than I’m used 
to, and so it gets crowded sooner.”

Clinger said party coordinators 
devised a system whereby a volunteer 
stationed at the exit sent updates to a 
volunteer at the entrance every time 
any number of people left the building, 
allowing attendance to remain under 
the maximum capacity.

“That pretty much worked pretty 
well,” she said. “The RUPD officers were 
impressed by how we were handling it.”

Clinger said that she and the party 
organizers took a number of preemptive 
measures to keep the public under 
control and ensure safety. For Y2K, 
Clinger said she and the organizers 
decided to make the line outside the 
commons instead of inside the commons 
like last year so that those in line would 
be away from the beer garden and 
caregiving room.

“We knew that there was going to 
be a really long line because Y2K is one 
of the more popular publics and were 
obviously very wary given the whole 
Architectronica situation,” Clinger said.

Director of Student Activities Kate 
Abad said the party organizers were 
proactive in addressing potential 
problems prior to the public. 

“Our typical approach is to make 
sure during our walk throughs...that 
we get solid capacity numbers from 
Environmental Health and Safety and 
we talk through with the planners how 
they are going to address managing their 
numbers,” Abad said. “The McMurtry 
socials really worked to understand 
their capacity numbers and to have a 
plan in place for how to address those.”

Students pack into the McMurtry College commons dressed in outfits reminiscent of the late 2ooo’s to 
celebrate Y2K. The public reached capacity at around 11:30 pm, according to social Jane Clinger.

courtesy rodrigo trujillo
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College of Engineering | College of Business

Master of Science in Finacial Engineering

Do you have a background in

Math, Engineering, or Computer Science? 

You Could Have a Future in Financial Engineering!

SANVITTI SAHDEV
THRESHER STAFF  / SS163@RICE.EDU 

The Student Association Senate passed 
a resolution calling for the creation of more 
minors with one abstention on Monday.

Departmental leaders cite a preference for 
original minors that foster new discussions, 
drops in major enrollments and the 
preservation of academic philosophy as 
reasons for the existence of fewer conventional 
minors at Rice University.

Sanat Mehta, a new student representative 
who introduced the legislation on Feb. 5, 
compared Rice to peer universities such as 
Duke University and Vanderbilt University, 
and reached the conclusion that Rice offers 
fewer minors than them, especially those that 
correspond to majors.

“We have a minor in museums and 
cultural heritage [and in global health 
technologies] which is really specific, but in 
more traditional-sounding subjects that we 
have majors for, like economics, that have 
minors almost everywhere else, somehow we 
don’t have them here,” Mehta, a McMurtry 
College freshman, said.

The legislation encourages each academic 
department to designate a subset of its majors 
as minors and receive approval for its minors 
from the Committee on Undergraduate 
Curriculum. It excludes the Schools of Music 
and Architecture from its call for creating 
minors and notes some majors may not be 
suited for a corresponding minor.

The legislation also states that some 
students feel pressure to pursue a double 
major to pursue multiple subjects and 
employers and graduate programs would 
likely view a minor as a sign of competence 
in an additional area. In addition, it 
suggests the creation of a new minor would 
not require departments to create new 
courses and that prospective students may 

choose a peer institution with more minor 
offerings. 

Mehta said adding minors is essential to 
providing students with more options.

“The biggest problem is that under the 
current system a student who wants more 
recognition in certain areas feels pressured 
to double major, which restricts options for 
electives,” Mehta said.

Departments can establish minors by 
presenting a proposal to the Committee on 
Undergraduate Curriculum, according to 
committee Chair Susan McIntosh. The CUC 
reviews but does not initiate proposals.

According to Associate Dean of the School 
of Humanities Lora Wildenthal, early in the 
process of permitting minors, faculty were 
given to understand that they should not 
create mini versions of majors, but this is not 
the case anymore. 

However, according to history department 
Chair Carl Caldwell, the department had 
discussed a minor at several points but did 
not take it to a vote due to obstacles in the 
minor approval process.

“CUC was very clear when new procedures 
were put in place that it did not support 
minors that were simply smaller versions 
of majors,” Caldwell said. “The process for 
approving minors reflects that position, and 
creates a huge obstacle to any department 
interested in proposing a minor. There was 
very little incentive even for those of us in 
support of a minor in history — which would 
reflect the uncontested and uncontroversial 
practice of most other research universities in 
the U.S. — to pursue it.”

The School of Humanities offers seven 
minors, according to the list of departments 
and programs on the general announcements. 
None of the seven minors correspond to 
majors offered by the school.

“My understanding of it is that Rice 
[previously] did not have any minors, and 

so compared to other universities we haven’t 
had as many years to develop as many 
minors,” Wildenthal said. “When we did 
start permitting minors, the first minors to be 
developed tended to be new combinations 
that didn’t exist before and the humanities 
minors reflect that.”

In contrast, four of the five minors offered 
by the School of Natural Sciences correspond 
to a major, according to the list of departments 
and programs on the general announcements.

Wildenthal said she took the issue of Rice’s 
lack of minors to the dean of humanities’ 
monthly meeting of chairs and directors, 
where reactions varied.

“[The fear is] that if such minors were 
established, students who would currently 
choose the major would no longer choose the 
major and would choose the minor instead,” 
Wildenthal said.

Wildenthal said she did not object to the 
diminished number of courses required to 
complete a minor. 

“We’re all delving into a subject to a 
greater or lesser degree,” Wildenthal said. 
“A 10-course [major] cutoff is arbitrary. 
You can’t say, ‘Oh, it’s irresponsible, in my 
opinion, to have a six-course minor and this is 
inadequate preparation.’ Guess what, a major 
isn’t adequate preparation either. That’s 
what grad[uate] school is for. But we all only 
have so much time in the traditions of higher 
education in this country.”

According to English department Chair 
Rosemary Hennessy, the department has 
not seriously considered an English minor 
because of the difficulty of predicting the 
impact of introducing a minor on the number 
of students enrolling in English courses.

SA resolution supports new minors despite departmental doubts  
EXISTING MINORS AT RICE UNIVERSITY

HUMANITIES ENGINEERING NATURAL 
SCIENCES

SOCIAL 
SCIENCES

BUSINESS 
SCHOOL

INTERDISCI-
PLINARY

CORRESPONDS TO A MAJOR

DOESN’T CORRESPOND TO A MAJOR

22 existing 
minors

MINORS CONT. ON PAGE 6
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2 TOTAL

1 TOTAL 1 TOTAL

7 TOTAL

infographic by sydney garret
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SA passes resolution for flu 
vaccine access amid debate 
EMILY ABDOW year, there were 74 total influenza cases. Out 
NEWS EDITOR / ESA2@RICE.EDU of the 40 reported January cases, 30 of those 

patients were not vaccinated, McKelvey said. 
The Student Association Senate passed Currently, vaccinations are provided for 

a resolution calling for Rice University benefits-eligible faculty and staff, according 
to increase student access to influenza to the legislation. 
vaccinations on Monday, following debate Thefinancialclausewaspassedalongside 
over a clause supporting a possible increase one proposed by Wiess College President Tay 
in the Health and Wellness Support Services Jacobe that the administration “exhaust all 
fee to offset costs. possible options for funding” before raising 

student health fees. 
“I understand that [the clause] could be 

Using the student health fees a bargaining chip but it would also be an 
immediate concession for any negotiations as a bargaining chip can be a 
we try to do,” Jacobe, a senior, said. “If 

slippery slope. you say, ‘The students have said that 
they are willing to pay $17 for this,’ the 
administration is not going to go digging Ariana Engles around for funds.” 

Lovett College Senator Lovett College Senator Ariana Engles 
was the only voting member who opposed 

“I will fight to not increase [the Health the resolution. Engles said she and Lovett 
and Wellness Support fee], but I think President Tessa Fries decided to split their 
[the clause is] a valuable bargaining tool,” vote after a survey sent to Lovetteers and an 
Brown College President Santiago Avila, who open meeting revealed student reservations. 
introduced the legislation, said. “I support students getting flu vaccines, 

The Health and Wellness Support Services but I think using student health fees as a 
fee totals $247 per semester and is paid by bargaining chip can be a slippery slope, and 
all students. The fee provides access to the I don’t think the campus had time to have an 
Student Health Services, Rice Counseling in-depth conversation on it,” Engles said. 
Center and the Student Wellbeing Office. According to Engles, the Lovett survey 

The approved financial clause also found none of the six respondents received 
supports a redistribution of university funds the influenza vaccination, and a lack 
to cover the cost of the resolution instead of vaccinations may stem from student 
of or in conjunction with the Health and unwillingness to get a vaccine. She said 
Wellness Support Services fee increase. the lack of responses may have been due 

The measures outlined by the resolution to the survey length and its timing on 
involve a combination of free year-round Sunday night. 
flu vaccinations at the health center, Martel College Senator Tanner Reese 
flu vaccination clinics at locations like said about 50 percent of the 45 Martelians 
residential colleges during flu season, responding to a survey he sent to the college 
support for students who pay up-front for opposed the clause regarding fee increases. 
on-campus vaccinations to be reimbursed Reese, who abstained on the resolution 
by their health insurance and campaigns along with Martel President Dylan Dickens, 
to educate students on the need for said he already has insurance that covers the 
vaccinations. The resolution passed with five influenza vaccination. 
abstentions and one opposed. “50 percent of Martelians at least in my 

Student Health Services saw 40 influenza surveydidn’t likethefinancialclausebecause 
cases in January 2018, according to director a lot of insurance companies already cover 
Jessica McKelvey. In the 2016-17 academic [the vaccination],” Reese, a sophomore, said. 

Coordinators reject Beer Bike 
proposals, consider alternatives 
ANNA TA All 11 colleges voted no on the proposal 
NEWS EDITOR / AXT1@RICE.EDU to move the race to 8 a.m., while six colleges 

voted yes and five voted no on the proposal 
Campuswide Beer Bike coordinators to decrease the bike teams to six people. GSA 

Erica Zhong and Joyce Moon are working on President Sydney Gibson announced GSA’s 
implementing a stricter safety certification abstention in both votes in a letter, which 
process for this year’s race. They said also stated the GSA’s opposition to both 
they decided not to implement any of the proposed measures. 
proposed changes to the tradition this year Martel College bike captain Colin 
after colleges’ votes were counted amid Losey said he supported the bike team size 
debate and an abstention from the Graduate reduction proposal. 
Student Association. “I’m very disappointed in the all-campus 

According to Zhong, the coordinators coordinators,” Losey, a senior, said. “A 
are working with Rice Undergraduate majority of the colleges want to move to a 
Cycling and Triathlon and other experienced six person race, and it’s a change with no 
bikers to develop a more stringent safety barriers to implementation. Their decision 
certification process. not to do so was pretty clearly motivated by 

“The tasks performed during certification fear of backlash from the minority who didn’t 
will be more thorough, and stricter as we will like the change. I think the GSA’s ridiculous 
have experienced riders evaluating bikers,” letter scared them off.” 
Zhong, a Will Rice College sophomore, said. Gibson wrote that graduate student 

leaders were not fully included in 
conversations leading up to the vote. The 

I’m very disappointed in the letterarguedthevote,whichgavetheGSAthe 
same vote as one college, did not adequately all-campus coordinators. 
convey the voice of graduate students, who 
make up 43 percent of the Rice population. 

Colin Losey Gibson’s letter said that the proposed 
Martel College Senior changes would be detrimental to the 

tradition and fail to address safety concerns. 
According to Gibson, moving the time to 

The campuswide Beer Bike coordinators 8 a.m. would greatly decrease attendance 
were gathering feedback regarding a and require GSA volunteers, who all live off 
proposal to decrease the size of the teams campus, to arrive by 4:30 a.m. 
and move the start time of the races earlier. “An 8 a.m. start time so that 
Zhong and Moon announced their decision undergraduates are less tired from drinking 
not to implement the proposals in an email to is inconsiderate to graduate students and 
college Beer Bike coordinators and captains. to the alumni who make significant efforts 

“The process by which we approached to come back to campus for Beer Bike each 
these proposals was not adequate enough to year,” Gibson wrote. 
bring about such drastic changes at a time so The letter said all riders should finish a 
close to Beer Bike,” Zhong and Moon said. stringent training and certification process in 

The vote was nonbinding and the order to better address inexperienced bikers. 
campuswide coordinators said they will use Bike captain Katie Lobodzinski said Will 
the results to create a more extensive process Rice voted against the size reduction and that 
of considering potential changes. safety measures must come from training. 

According to Zhong, they are still “We don’t need to reduce the team sizes,” 
working out the details, but the change in Lobodzinski said. “Rather, we need to foster 
safety certification would occur after this a culture among all of the colleges that will 
semester’s Beer Bike and into next fall. increase dedication to training safe teams.” 

Resolution encourages departments to consider creating corresponding minors 
MINORS FROM PAGE 5 
“There’s a loss in terms of what we 

understand the English major offers students, 
going off to do all kinds of different things,” 
Hennessy said. “It sort of pushes some of the 
value of that experience into the shadows, 
in the background of your skill set. We want 
to build enrollments in the major, want to 
draw more students to that, and we’re also 
articulating for the public and incoming 
students — what’s the value of an English 
major? Here at Rice, it’s so hard to get that 
message through because of Rice’s reputation 
and the dominance of the STEM fields.” 

Associate professor of English Scott 
Derrick said introducing a minor could pose 
the risk of degrading the value of the major. 

“Do you want to provide an English major 
on the cheap?” Derrick said. “We already 
require less courses from double majors. 
You’re equipping people to say, ‘Well, you 
know, I have a minor in English, I have 
basically an English major. Couple of courses, 
who cares? I can do what the majors can.’” 

The focus should remain on creating non-
traditional majors, according to Hennessy. 

“There’s something intrinsically 

conservative about [an English] minor,” 
Hennessy said. “You aren’t really doing 
anything new. You’re actually just taking 
the courses you would take as a major, 
just fewer of them. Now all these [non-
traditional] programs and centers are trying 
to do something new. They’re trying to have 
discursive spaces that aren’t contained in 
conventional departments.” 

Kristen Hickey, a Jones College sophomore 
majoring in anthropology and history, said 
that she thinks a creative writing minor in 
the English department could offer students 
more individualized paths of study. The 
department now offers an English major with 
a concentration in creative writing, according 
to the English department website. Hennessy 
said the English department decided against 
a creative writing minor due to the possibility 
of costing them English majors. 

Chemistry department Chair Matteo 
Pasquali said he believes the issue of creating 
a minor had not come up in his three-and-a-
half years as chair because of lack of demand, 
but that he would not be opposed. 

“I don’t see a practical impediment,” 
Pasquali said. “I don’t see somebody from 

faculty saying we can’t take this on because we 
don’t have the teaching resources, because, at 
least that’s my anticipation, we will be using 
courses we already teach. I do think that 
there is a more pedagogical or philosophical 
perspective that the Rice faculty has always 
had, to privilege learning over certification.” 

AccordingtoPasquali,someareconcerned 
students may take courses to obtain the title 
of a minor rather than to learn. 

“Rice philosophy tries to encourage 
students to learn, and not to accumulate 
medals or badges,” Pasquali said. “I think 
we have had an aversion to some of those 
formal recognitions because we are trying to 
encourage students to do what’s right for their 
education and their growth, and not what 
gets them lines on their CV.” 

Mehta said some departments were 
unsuited for corresponding minors, including 
sport management. 

“If they offered it as a minor, you’d 
have people who do the minor just for fun, 
who aren’t really planning to go into sport 
management, and then those students might 
take away resources from those who actually 
plan to do it as a career,” Mehta said. 

However, Mehta said there should be 
a minor in computer science despite the 
possibility of over-enrollment. 

“Computer science enrollment has 
been exploding everywhere,” Mehta said. 
“Computer science is so integral to a lot of 
other fields that it would be useful for those 
students to be able to minor in it.” 

According to physics and astronomy 
department Chair Douglas Natelson, the 
physics minor was created due to high 
demand from students who could not major in 
it because of the high number of credit hours 
required. A Bachelor of Science with a major 
in physics requires between 64 and 75 credit 
hours depending on concentration, while the 
physics minor requires 35 credit hours. 

“If you can construct a minor that actually 
provides some content and you really think 
there’s an anticipated demand, then it makes 
sense,” Natelson said. “We want to basically 
give them a way to satisfy their intellectual 
interests and get at least some kind of 
acknowledgement that they’ve stretched 
themselves to do it.” 

This article has been condensed for print. 
Read the full version online at ricethresher.org. 

https://ricethresher.org
mailto:AXT1@RICE.EDU
mailto:ESA2@RICE.EDU


              
              

       

 

    
      

    
      

      
 

   
    

    
       

      
      

 
     

     
      

     
 

      
     

       
     

     

     
      

       
   
     
      

    
    

 
      

        
      

 
    

 
     

     
       

 
    

   
       

       
    

   
       

       
     

   
       
    

     
      

    
     

 

     
      

    
   

        
    

     

    
         

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
   

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
      
  
 

  

 
   

  
 

  

 
 

   
 

  
    

 
  

   
  
    

     
   
   

       
       

       

 
      

   
        

      
      

       
       

 
  

        
       

      
        

       
         

       
         
       

           
        
      

      
      

          
        

    
      

     
         

   
       

     
      

      
       

  
         

        
       

         
        

     
         

        
       
         

         

       
        

        
       

      
      

       
       

        
       

 
      

       
       

       
       

     
        

     
      

     

        
      

       
         

       
       

      
        

         
         

     

 
 

      
        

        
         

         
        

         
       

      
      

         
       

       

       

            

   

      

7 OPINION 

OP-ED 
Break ice in case of emergency: Reevaluating Rice students’ response to sexual assault 

STAFF EDITORIAL 

Resolution for more minors oversimplifies the issue 
This past Monday, the Student 

Association passed a resolution calling on 
almost every department to create more 
academic minors (p. 5). According to the 
resolution, each academic department, 
excluding the Schools of Architecture 
and Music, should determine whether 
they could create minor versions of their 
majors. The resolution argued that doing 
so would provide Rice students with more 
choices in their academic pursuits, as 
well as better equip them with marketable 
degrees for the future. 

Especially compared to peer institutions, 
Rice lacks in quantity and diversity of 
academic minors. More minor offerings 
would give students who take a significant 
number of courses in a particular subject 
something on their diploma to show for 
that academic commitment. However, 
demanding that every department except 
music and architecture designate certain 
existing majors as minors is the wrong 
approach to this issue. Instead, there should 
be more research and discussion on which 
majors in which departments could actually 
be beneficial and desirable as minors. 

For departments that may not have 
the resources to take on an additional 
population of minors, certain classes should 
be made more accessible. Such classes often 
fill up quickly with majors fulfilling their 
requirements, or are notoriously difficult 
even for majors. If a department does not 
have the capacity to support additional 
minors flooding their classes, there must 

Correction 
In the infographic accompanying the Jan. 31 article “Flu cases increase in worst U.S. season 

since 2009,” the number of vaccinated and unvaccinated people with cases of the flu were 
reversed: 30 were unvaccinated and 10 were vaccinated. 

be accommodations to allow non-majors to 
explore their interests and expand their skill 
sets. That is the education Rice students are 
paying for, after all. 

The resolution also stoutly ignores the 
existing minors that are not also majors. 
Those minors — medical humanities, 
museum and cultural studies, cinema 
studies — offer a variety of valuable 
experiences and knowledge that should not 
be overlooked. There is room to grow in both 
minors that aren’t majors and minors that 
are majors. 

While the resolution is well-intentioned, 
ultimately, the language is too broad to be 
effective, and it is questionable whether 
this legislation can actually create change 
on a level that is arguably far beyond 
the SA’s reach. The resolution, titled “To 
Urge Rice’s Academic Departments and 
Administration to Create Significantly 
More Minors,” indicates that the SA has 
the power only to “urge” Rice faculty and 
administration to expand the school’s 
minor offerings. “Significantly more 
minors” is a vague blanket statement that is 
supposed to represent the needs of the Rice 
student body; however, the Committee for 
Undergraduate Curriculum, which already 
has students on the board, and the faculty 
and administration have clearly already 
considered the prospect of creating more 
minors. The SA must take into consideration 
the existing ecosystem that actually 
understands and addresses these goals and 
issues regularly. 

EDITORIAL CARTOON 

cartoon by esther tang 

Two Saturdays ago, I woke up in my 
own room, like normal. I’d set an alarm, 
like normal. I was wearing my pajamas, like 
normal. 

What wasn’t normal, though, was that 
I couldn’t remember anything of what had 
happened the night before. 

I called a friend, in the hopes that she 
might string together some truth in my 
night. I remembered dancing the night away, 
stumbling home with a guy and nothing else. 
I wandered around my room, phone in one 
hand, crippled ego in the other. 

“I’m sure nothing happened with that guy 
last night, though.” 

It was like I was in some twisted sitcom 
though, because as soon as I said those 
words, I found an open condom wrapper 
neatly placed on the corner of my desk. No 
condom, though. I panicked. She asked if I 
was all right. I said that I thought so. 

We quickly moved on to discuss her night. 
Later that day, I went to work. I told a 

coworker what had happened. He asked if I 
was all right. I said I thought so, and on to the 
next topic, and the next topic and the next. 

I kept telling people what had happened, 

desperately flinging my story out into the 
world, quietly hoping that someone would do 
more than ask me if I was “all right,” because 
I wasn’t. But I couldn’t say so, because I 
wasn’t sure what that meant. 

No one was appalled or furious or 
anything other than completely apathetic. By 
omission, I was led to believe that it was just 
a bad hookup. 

But that wasn’t what it was. A “bad” 
hookup, which shouldn’t even happen in 
the first place, still involves active consent. 
It still involves both parties being engaged, 
in control of their faculties. It still involves 
remembering what happened. 

I had to eventually ask a friend of a friend 
for the intimate details of the night. I had 
to hear from someone else how my night 
ended. I had to learn all of this, without any 
memories of my own to soften the shame, to 
make it just a “bad hookup.” 

And when I asked for my voice to be heard, 
for my version of the night, or lack thereof, 
to be told, I was reprimanded and belittled. 
“If you really want, I can tell him about your 
drunkenness.” That wasn’t what I wanted. 

I told myself that this was just one of those 

“Oops!” moments, the kind of story you tell 
your friends at a dinner table, that you laugh 
about. “Oh, she’s so silly and naive! She got 
blackout drunk and didn’t expect a stranger to 
take advantage of her.” Ha, the joke’s on me. 

But what happened that night goes far 
beyond just myself. This isn’t just about 
me. This is about Rice students, who know 
that sexual assault is a thing that happens, 
but don’t actually know how to deal with it. 
Those who don’t know how to ask anything 
other than “Are you OK?” Those who work at 
the Rice Women’s Resource Center, but don’t 
know a fuck about how to provide resources 
to women. Those who tell jokes (“Guess you 
can cross sexual assault off of your college 
bucket list now!”), in an attempt to minimize 
and trivialize my experience. Those who 
don’t know how to make it better, and those 
who are too afraid to ask. 

This is about all those people who 
normalized my experience, who made me 
feel like I shouldn’t be scared or hurt or sad. 

I’ve been hurt most of all by the people 
closest to me. I can’t remember what 
happened that night, but what I do remember 
is how I’ve felt and how I’ve been treated by 

those around me since. 
I’ve felt like the only one still struggling 

while everyone else is leaps and bounds 
ahead, already talking about the next piece 
of gossip or the next weekend’s plans, and I 
just can’t catch up because am I going to tell 
my mom? What happens if I see him? Was I 
assaulted? What does being assaulted mean? 
Why do I feel so much? 

I think it’s going to take me a while. 
And in the meantime, everyone should ask 

themselves how they’d react if this happened 
to them, and, maybe just as importantly, how 
they would react if this happened to a friend. 
It’s hard to tell a friend that they are allowed 
to be scared and hurt and sad; it’s even more 
difficult to tell a friend that they should feel 
this way. But that was all that I needed. I 
needed someone to tell me that I wasn’t 
going insane, that I wasn’t overreacting, that 
what happened to me was wrong. Because, 
it’s taken a while, but I now know that what 
happened to me wasn’t normal. It wasn’t all 
right. It was wrong, and I deserve better. 

The author is a Rice University junior who 
wished to remain anonymous. 
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Have an innovative  
business idea?
spend your summer  

getting it off the ground

owlspark applications open through March 12, 2018
OwlSpark is a premier accelerated learning experience for promising startup 

teams to validate and refine business models in preparation for launch.

OwlSpark helps build and shape the entrepreneurial capacity of Rice 

entrepreneurs by providing a robust curriculum, co-working space, and a diverse 

mentor network over 12 weeks during the summer. 

OwlSpark is open to students, staff, and faculty across all schools and all 

disciplines, as well as alumni within five years, who have an interest in building 

leadership skills and capacity as innovation-driven entrepreneurs.

www.owlspark.com/apply  •  questions? team@owlspark.com



Twenty-six years ago, the movie “Wayne’s World” debuted in theaters. The day of the premiere, Feb. 
14, 1992, Rice baseball lost 9-1 to the University of Texas, Austin to drop new 55-year-old head coach 
Wayne Graham’s career Division I record to 5-3. While the movie has lost some of its cultural impact over 
the years, it remains Wayne’s world on the baseball diamond at Rice. Graham enters his 28th season 
looking to bring the Owls back to the College World Series for the first time in a decade. He will rely on a 
deep, but largely unproven, pitching staff and an offense led by junior shortstop Ford Proctor and junior 
catcher Dominic DiCaprio. His Owls will be gunning for their 24th consecutive appearance in the NCAA 
tournament, a streak that dates back all the way to 1995.
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MICHAEL BYRNES
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR / MEB18@RICE.EDU 

Last year was a tale of two seasons for 
Rice baseball. On April 16, Rice was blown 
out 17-6 by the University of Southern 
Mississippi, falling to 13-25 on the season 
and 4-11 in conference play. The Owls had 
never had a losing season under head 
coach Wayne Graham’s command, but for 
the first time in almost 25 years, it seemed 
like they were going to miss the NCAA 
tournament. 

But just as quickly as they had fallen, 
Rice came roaring back. All of a sudden, 
the wins started mounting. First a 
weekend sweep, then four consecutive 
series victories. By the time the dust had 
settled five weeks later, the Owls had 
finished the regular season on a 14-4 
tear, earning themselves a berth in the 
Conference USA Tournament. On May 
28, they found themselves staring down 
a familiar foe in the championship final: 
Southern Miss, the same team that had 
sunk them to their season’s lowest point 
just over a month ago. This time, the Owls 
flipped the script as junior outfielder Ryan 
Chandler smacked a walk-off single to give 
them the win, guaranteeing Rice a spot in 
the NCAA Tournament for the 23rd year in 
a row. The comeback was complete.

Though Rice eventually lost in the 
regional round of the tournament, Graham 
said the team gained valuable experience 
through their season turnaround. 

“[Last season] reinforced everything: 
the value of persistence, determination, 
being ready to play every day, all that,” 
Graham said. “Not getting too down or 
too up. [Like] the serenity prayer: Control 
what you can, and don’t let it bother you 
what you can’t control.”

Chandler agreed. 
“We came up together with a team 

meeting and said that we’re not gonna 
let this [losing] happen, that we have a 
tradition to uphold here at Rice, and we 
have to get it together and start winning,” 
Chandler, now a senior, said. “Kind of a 
change in attitude, embodied more of a 
team philosophy, and it paid off for us in 
the end.” 

The question now becomes whether 
the Owls can channel that second-half 
momentum into a strong season this 
year, given that the team experienced 
its fair share of changes during the 
offseason. Junior pitchers Glen Otto and 
Dane Myers were both selected in the 

first six rounds of the 2017 Major League 
Baseball amateur draft, and junior second 
baseman Tristan Gray joined them in the 
draft shortly afterward. Senior outfielders 
Charlie Warren and Dayne Wunderlich 
and graduate infielder Darryn Sheppard 
all graduated, leaving Rice with a total of 
four spots to fill in the starting lineup and 
two spots to fill in the pitching rotation. 
While the prognosis wasn’t a complete 
rebuild, Rice had a lot of work to do in 
the offseason to try and keep the team on 
track. 

The first step came with the new 
class of recruits. The Owls picked up 
several freshmen who are expected to be 
immediate contributors, including second 
baseman Trei Cruz, outfielder Dominic 
Cox, catcher Justin Collins and pitcher 
Dane Acker. Rice also added sophomore 
third baseman Braden Comeaux as a 
junior college transfer. According to junior 
pitcher Ricardo Salinas, the incoming 
class is poised to make an immediate 
impact.

“I think a lot of [the] freshmen coming 
in are definitely going to step up and help 
us,” Salinas said. “We’ve just got to stay 
hungry and stay determined.”

For the second straight year, the Owls’ 
lineup will be anchored by junior shortstop 
Ford Proctor and junior catcher Dominic 
DiCaprio. Proctor is coming off a season in 
which he led the team with 58 runs scored 
and was among the team leaders with a 
.311 batting average and 74 hits. DiCaprio 
led the team with a .366 batting average 
and a .438 on-base percentage and was 
second on the team with 87 hits and 49 
runs batted in. According to Graham, 
Chandler will be the leadoff hitter, but the 
rest of the lineup will likely be determined 
based on the opposing pitcher.

 Though the Owls lost two of their top 
pitchers to the MLB draft, Graham said 
there is reason to be optimistic about this 
year’s rotation.

“We’ve got several options for the 
starting pitching,” Graham said. “And the 

development of the pitching staff to the 
extent I think it can would make it possible 
for us to get to [the College World Series].”

Sophomore Matt Canterino will likely 
slot into the rotation as the number-one 
option; he led C-USA with 111 strikeouts last 
year and held opposing hitters to a paltry 
.194 batting average while being selected 
to both the C-USA All-Tournament and 
All-Freshman teams. The Owls will also 
be adding Salinas back into the rotation 
after a year in which he struggled with 
injuries, pitching in just four games. Prior 
to his injuries, Salinas was a standout for 
the Owls, recording a 3.39 ERA and being 
selected to the All-Conference USA Second 
Team during the 2016 season. 

“It feels good to finally be healthy 
again,” Salinas said. “[It] feels good to be 
in an opportunity to help this ballclub win 
a lot of games.”

According to Graham, the rest of the 
pitching rotation has yet to be set in stone. 
Graham said sophomore Addison Moss 
will start in the season-opening series, but 
other pitchers will be getting significant 
playing time.

“There are others in the mix,” Graham 
said. “[Freshman Dane Acker] is a very 
good pitcher, and [junior Evan Kravetz] 
has been great this spring; he’s going to 
have a big role.” 

Though the Owls have made 23 
consecutive NCAA tournaments, they 
have not advanced to the College World 
Series since 2008. Since then, they have 
made it to the NCAA Super Regionals just 
twice, with their last appearance coming 
in 2013. But according to Proctor, the team 
is looking up this year. 

“We have a lot of confidence in our 
team this year; I just think we have to stay 
level-headed, through the ups and downs. 
” Proctor said. “But we’re planning to have 
a lot more ups than downs.”

Graham adopted a more short-term 
outlook. 

“Every game to me is a treasure [and] a 
privilege, and so I’m just looking forward 
to getting started, and keep teaching, 
and keep grinding away,” Graham said. 
“Everything with me is about teaching 
and winning: Winning is the evidence that 
you’ve taught well.”

The Owls kick off their season this 
weekend at the University of Central 
Florida Tournament in Orlando before 
returning to home Reckling Park next 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 to take on Texas State 
University.

PROJECTED BATTING ORDER

PROJECTED TOP PITCHERS

1 2 3 4 5
R

Y
A

N
 C

H
A

N
D

L
E

R

B
R

A
D

E
N

 C
O

M
E

A
U

X
*

F
O

R
D

 P
R

O
C

T
O

R

D
O

M
IN

IC
 D

IC
A

P
R

IO

C
H

A
C

E
 S

A
R

C
H

E
T

M
AT

T 
CA

N
TE

R
IN

O

R
IC

A
R

D
O

 S
A

LI
N

A
S*

ZA
CH

 E
SQ

U
IV

EL

A
D

D
IS

O
N

 M
O

SS

D
A

N
E 

A
CK

ER
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AVG:
.267

RBI:
39

HR:
5

AVG:
.311

RBI:
38

HR:
4

AVG:
377

RBI:
49

HR:
4

AVG:
.366

RBI:
49

HR:
6

AVG:
.215

RBI:

ERA:
4.12

K:
111

ERA:
5.60

K:
15

ERA:
4.10

K:
63

ERA:
6.30

K:
28

stats n/a
 (freshman)

*Only appeared in 4 games due to injury.

Dates in bold are home games. 
* Dates with asterisks are conference opponents.

2/16:

2/17:

2/18:

2/20:

2/22-2/25:
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3/6:
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3/9-3/11:

3/13:

3/14:

3/16-3/18:

3/20:

3/23-3/25:

3/27:

3/30-4/1:

4/3:

4/6-4/8:

4/10:

4/13-4/15:

4/20-4/22:

4/27-4/29:

5/2:

5/4-5/6:

5/8:

5/11-5/13:

5/15:

5/17-5/19:

Samford University

University of Central Florida

University of Virginia

Texas State University

Stanford University

Houston Baptist University

Texas State University

Lamar University

Gonzaga University

Texas Christian University

Columbia University

Lousiana Tech University*

Texas A&M University

Western Kentucky*

University of Houston

University of Southern Miss*

Sam Houston State

Old Dominion University*

University of Houston 

Middle Tennessee*

Florida Atlantic University*

UNC Charlotte*

Lamar University

UTSA*

Sam Houston State University

UAB*

University of Houston

Florida International University*

S C H E D U L E 

PHOTOS COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS 

I think we just need to 
stay level-headed through 
the ups and downs.

Ford Proctor
Junior Shortstop

New faces give Rice hope it can avoid last season’s struggles

*Stats from last season at LSU-Eunice.
Statistics from the 2017 season



SPENCER MOFFAT
THRESHER STAFF  / SM114@RICE.EDU 

Even sophomore pitcher Matt 
Canterino, who was recently named to 
the National Collegiate Baseball Writers’ 
2018 Preseason All-America Third Team, 
is not above moving the tarp after a 
rainy day for practice. In the midst of an 
interview, Canterino saw his teammates 
covering the field and immediately ran 
over to help. Of course, the sophomore 
ace returned as soon as the job was done 
to finish his interview. 

Last season, Canterino finished 12th in 
the nation with 10.4 strikeouts every nine 
innings. He also led Conference USA with 
the fewest hits allowed per nine innings, 
6.28. Canterino did all that while leading 
the team in innings pitched, but he said 
he believes he can improve even more. 

“[My goal] would be to go deeper into 
games than I did last year,” he said. 
“That means I’m keeping my team in a 
good position to win.” 

Rice will rely heavily on its ace this 
year with an inexperienced pitching staff. 
Senior pitcher Ricardo Salinas will take 
the hill as the second weekend starter, 
but behind him are mostly freshman 
and sophomores with limited starting 
pitching experience at the college level. 
Canterino will likely have to eat innings 
to keep the bullpen rested heading into 
the remainder of the weekend. Head 
coach Wayne Graham believes he is up to 
the challenge.

“He’s a horse,” Graham said. “He 
loves to pitch. When I take him out, he 
never wants to come out.”

Before his breakout freshman season, 
Canterino was a decorated recruit. He 
graduated from Carroll High School in 
Southlake in 2016. While on the baseball 
team at Southlake, he posted an 8-2 
record with 1.37 ERA in 117.2 innings. 
Along with his athletic achievements at 
Southlake, Canterino maintained a 103.9 
grade point average on a 100-point scale. 

He has carried his intellect into 
college. Canterino is a mechanical 
engineering major, balancing the 
challenges of his engineering classes 

MICHAEL BYRNES
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR  / MEB18@RICE.EDU 

This past season was one of great 
heights for junior catcher Dominic DiCaprio. 
He improved his game in almost every 
measurable aspect, more than doubling his 
output in several key statistical categories. 
His .366 batting average led the team, and 
he was second in both hits and runs batted 
in. In the second half of the season, when 
the team needed him the most as it mounted 
a season-salvaging comeback to return to 
the NCAA Tournament, he was at his best, 
hitting to the tune of a .385 clip over the 
team’s final 32 games. At the end of the 
season, he was named a finalist for the 2017 
Bobby Bragan Collegiate Slugger Award, 
honoring the Texas-based Division I baseball 
player who best exemplifies a blend of 
academic and on-field performance. Before 
this season he was named to the Conference 
USA Preseason All-Second team. 

One might think that a list of 
accomplishments that long would lend itself 
to some well-earned rest in the offseason. 
But according to DiCaprio, he is still working 
to improve facets of his game. 

“I’ve been working on hitting for a little 
more power,” DiCaprio said. “I improved 
a good amount from freshman year, but I 
want to take a bigger jump in that category.”

DiCaprio began playing baseball from a 
young age. Though his family started him 
on football as well, he found himself behind 
the plate for the first time when he was just 
eight years old, and since then he’s never 
looked back.

“I was the biggest kid on the team when I 
was eight, so [catcher] is where they put me 
at, and I just stayed there,” DiCaprio said. 
“I honestly haven’t played another position 
since then.”

But it’s not as if he’s being forced to 
play catcher, either. Last season, he had 
a .984 fielding percentage and caught 12 
runners stealing while starting behind the 
plate in 58 games. He said he enjoys being 
such an integral part of the game on the 
defensive side.

“Growing up, baseball was boring if I 
played any other position,” DiCaprio said. 

“[As a catcher] I’m in every play, so I’m 
always going to get the ball unless they hit 
it. I’m involved in the action; that’s what I 
like most about it.”

DiCaprio arrived at Rice in 2015 following 
a decorated high school career during which 
he led his team to three district titles and 
was named to Louisville Slugger’s First 
Team High School All-America. He said his 
interest in Rice stemmed from many factors.

“[I decided to come to Rice] because 
the academics were awesome, and the 
[baseball] program’s prestige,” DiCaprio 
said. “I heard about Rice growing up, their 
Omaha runs and all that, and when I got 
the offer, it was one of those things you 
really can’t pass up.”

At Rice, DiCaprio enjoys spending time 
with his teammates both on and off the field; 
he said he enjoys both their camaraderie 
and inclusiveness.

“I love hanging out with our team 
[and] playing video games: Fortnite is 
the game right now that we’re all into,” 
DiCaprio said. “You’ve got a lot of cliques 
sometimes on teams, but that’s not really 
the case with our team. Anybody hangs 
out with anybody, freshmen to seniors.”

This year, those freshmen make up 
a sizable portion of the team’s roster. 
According to DiCaprio, they bring a youthful 
energy to the team.

“[I’m looking forward to] how our team 
gels,” DiCaprio said. “We have a lot of young 
guys [this year], and they’re excited to play. I 
think we’re going to have a lot of fun playing 
this year.”

All of DiCaprio’s success has put him on 
professional scouts’ radars. He played in 
the Cape Cod League this past summer, a 
summer league meant to showcase the top 
college players in the nation to major league 
teams. Although he’s focused on this year 
for now, DiCaprio still keeps an eye toward 
the future. 

“Hopefully I have a chance to play 
professional baseball after this year,” 
DiCaprio said. “But if not, I really want to 
work in the sports field...in some capacity. 
Obviously, I love sports, and so that’s what 
the Rice degree [allows you to do]. I plan 
on using that wisely.”

with his heavy baseball requirements. 
Head Coach Wayne Graham said his 
intelligence can both help and hurt him. 

“He’s infinitely smarter than I am, but 
not smarter in baseball,” Graham said. “He 
was a little over prone to analysis at first.” 

Canterino became a strikeout machine 
last season, posting double-digit 
strikeouts in three consecutive starts. 
He was the first Rice player to reach 
that mark since Jeff Niemann in 2003. In 
the first game of the C-USA tournament 
against Florida Atlantic University, he 
posted a career-high 11 strikeouts while 
leading the team to victory. 

The 2018 season will be just 
Canterino’s second season at Rice. But at 
the end of next year, he will be eligible to 
declare for the 2019 MLB draft. Canterino 
said playing professional baseball would 
be a dream come true.

“It’s just an incredible opportunity so 
if that opportunity does present itself in 
a reasonable manner; you’re definitely 
going to consider it,” Canterino said.  

When asked about any games of 
particular interest on the schedule, 
Canterino pointed to the series at 
Stanford University beginning Feb. 22 as 
one he is looking forward to. In a game 
against Stanford last season, Canterino 
allowed just two hits and one walk while 
striking out 10 and picking up his first 
collegiate win. 

Canterino will get his first chance 
to pitch this season this weekend in 
Orlando, Florida against either Samford 
University, the University of Central 
Florida or the University of Virginia. He 
will be looking to get the Owls’ season off 
to a successful start. 
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ACE OF THE STAFF: 
MATT CANTERINO

POWER HITTER:
DOMINIC DICAPRIO

PHOTOS COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS

SEAN CHU / THRESHER

Canterino enters the season 
as Rice’s top pitcher. After a 
breakout freshman season 
during which he held 
opposing batters to just a 
.194 batting average, he will 
be expected to keep the 
momentum going this spring 
as he leads the pitching staff.

DiCaprio heads into his junior year as 
Rice’s top power bat. He hit six home runs 
last year and has already hit two home 
runs  in  13 spring intrasquad games. 
Although he hits for power, he also led 
Rice with a .366 batting average last 
season. His work behind the plate may 
be equally important as he will command 
a young, inexperienced pitching staff.

He’s a horse. When I take 
him out, he never wants to 
come out.

Wayne Graham
Baseball Head Coach

COURTESY RICE ATHLETICS



ANDREW GROTTKAU
SPORTS EDITOR / ABG4@RICE.EDU 

It has been 15 years since Rice baseball 
claimed the school’s first and only national 
championship. The image of the team’s 
dogpile on the Rosenblatt Stadium mound 
is still etched in the memories of Rice fans a 
decade and a half later. But the season itself 
is memorable for far more than its finish. 

The storybook ending of the 2003 season 
may not have been possible without the 
heartbreak of 2002. That year, the Owls 
qualified for the College World Series for the 
third time in school history, only to lose their 
first two games and head home defeated. 

Note: All people mentioned are identified 
by the position they played or the job they 
held in 2003.

Head coach Wayne Graham: I thought 
we had a good team in 2002 but we weren’t 
as sound defensively and our pitching 
wasn’t as mature. Two things, pitching and 
defense, were better in ’03. That was the key. 

Senior catcher Justin Ruchti: I remember 
having a team meeting before the [2003] 
season started and I told the guys, if this year 
doesn’t result in us shaking the president’s 
hand, then I think we underachieved with 
the talent that we have.

The Owls had four unproven sophomores 
in their starting pitching rotation: Jeff 
Niemann, Wade Townsend, Philip Humber 
and Josh Baker. Niemann, Townsend and 
Humber went on to become first round draft 
picks. In addition, Rice had junior David 
Aardsma, another future first round pick, as 
its closer. 

Graham: We didn’t [know Niemann, 
Townsend and Humber were special 
coming in], and we still are looking for 
those diamonds in the rough. Humber was 
the only one that was really recruited by 
Division I schools. Niemann had a “books” 
offer to Baylor [University] and that was his 
only offer. Townsend didn’t have any. 

Ruchti: As fierce competitors as [they 
were], all three of those guys would go out 
there and pitch on short rest and pitch with 
sore arms. They were tough to pull off the 
mound. There was a reason they chewed up 
so many innings. We had complete games, it 
was old school. They would pitch until the 
ball got taken out of their hands. 

Graham: Three first round pitchers and a 
first round closer. That’s pretty hard to beat. 

The Owls began the season 3-1, then 
rattled off 30 consecutive wins. They went 
without a loss from Feb. 17 to Apr. 9, a span 
of almost two months. 

Sophomore shortstop Paul Janish: 
Winning 30 games in a row really shouldn’t 
happen. We had a really good team, no 
question about that, but we had some things 
go our way during that streak.

Ruchti: We really didn’t think about the 
streak until it broke when we got absolutely 
smoked at Lamar. On the bus ride home, 
coaches were pissed off. We all had a big 

team meeting and we decided that’s done, 
the pressure of winning all these consecutive 
games is off, let’s turn the corner. That loss 
at Lamar, I think if you ask a lot of people, 
that was a turning point in our season.

After losing six of 10 games following 
the 30-game winning streak, the Owls 
finished the regular season by winning 
11 of their final 14. They won the Western 
Athletic Conference championship and 
entered the NCAA Tournament as the No. 
5 overall seed. Rice swept its regional in 
three games to advance to the best two out 
of three Super Regional round against the 
University of Houston. 

Junior outfielder Austin Davis: We ran up 
against a pitcher I grew up with, Danny Zell 
in the first game [against UH] and he just 
pitched great. They had two or three good 
hits against us and that was the difference 
in the game.

Ruchti: We had to go back out and beat 
their ace in Game 2 and then come back and 
beat the kid they pitched Game 3. That was 
probably the only time during the season 
that we honestly took a look and said this 
may not happen. This may be tougher than 
we thought.

Janish: Staring down the barrel of that 
gun, with those guys that they had, it was 
an uphill battle. Fortunately, we had a tough 
team. We had a resilient team and it showed 
that series in particular. 

Rice took Game 2 10-2 over UH’s ace, 
Brad Sullivan, before Townsend pitched the 
Owls to a 5-2 win and a trip to the College 
World Series in the deciding Game 3. 

Janish: Going to Omaha, it was 
a business trip. We definitely were 
anticipating playing well. We thought at 
that time we could beat anybody.

Rice had won just one game in school 
history at the College World Series before 
2003. In the opening game, the Owls 
faced off against Southwest Missouri State 
University and defeated the Bears 4-2.

Davis: One of our coaches, [pitching 
coach] Mike Taylor, had a monkey he got 
from the World Series and it had one of the 
College World Series jerseys. Literally, it was 
the monkey off our backs. It was big for us.

Ruchti: We played [the University 
of] Texas next and we knew that team 
frontwards and back.

Graham: Our guys wanted [Texas] really 
bad. We crushed them the first game. It was 
close until the fifth or sixth inning, but then 
we just blew them out.

Junior outfielder Chris Kolkhorst: In ’02 
they beat us there at Omaha. To be 2-0 sitting 
in the winner’s bracket, that was huge. 

After Texas defeated the University of 
Miami in an elimination game, the Owls 
once again faced off against the Longhorns. 
Rice needed just one win in two tries 
against UT to advance to the best-of-three 
championship series. 

Ruchti: To this day, still the most exciting 
baseball game that I personally have played.

Davis: JP Howell, a major league pitcher 
[for Texas], was pitching and throwing 
great. We had to scrap out three, maybe four 
runs off him. 

Ruchti:  Philip Humber went out and hit 
the first three batters he faced and then got 
out of it with no runs. Holy smokes, his stuff 
that day was just insane. Control problems, 
but effectively wild and probably the best 
pure stuff he ever had. 

The Longhorns tied the game at four in 
the fifth inning. The game remained knotted 
until the bottom of the ninth, when Justin 
Ruchti stepped to the plate with a runner 
on second and one out for the Owls. A run 
would send Rice to the College World Series 
championship. 

Ruchti: I got into a situation where I was 
down early 2-2 and he threw five straight 
sliders. The adage goes, if you’re going to 
miss, miss out of the zone. Don’t miss close 
to the zone and then back one up into the 
strike zone, and he did exactly that. Just 
took a two strike approach and tried to 
punch it up the middle, and we were able to 
get the run in. 

Ruchti’s hit sent the Owls to the College 
World Series finals against Stanford 
University. Rice had never made it that far 
in the tournament before. It was the first 
year the tournament had a best two out of 
three series for the championship instead 
of a single game. 

Ruchti: We weren’t intimidated by 
their pitching staff. They were an offensive 
minded team. They had a really good ace, 
and then after that, they were pretty thin. 
We figured if we could get past Game 1 with 
those guys, we’d have a pretty good shot.

Early in Game 1, Kolkhorst tore his PCL 
running over a bullpen mound. His injury 
became crucial in the eighth inning. With 
two outs and a runner on for Stanford in 
a tie game, the Cardinal’s Danny Putnam 
stepped to the plate and hit a ball deep to 
left field, where Kolkhorst was playing. 

Kolkhorst: Left handed hitter and high 
and outside pitch. He drove it to left. I knew 
off the bat it was hit well. 

Davis: [He covered] a lot of distance 
against a great hitter, a left handed hitter so 
the ball was tailing away from him.

Kolkhorst: I had to go catch it. It was a 
crucial time, they had runners on and so 
when it was in the air I was just running, 
knew I had to get it. 

Graham: Kolkhorst made an 
incredible play.

Kolkhorst: Getting close to the wall I 
jumped, hit the wall and landed and saw the 
ball was in my glove and held it up.

Davis: It was most definitely a game-
saving catch. 

Rice won Game 1 on a walkoff error in the 
10th inning. The Owls were one game away 
from the national title. After Stanford’s 8-3 
win in Game 2, the two teams advanced to a 
winner-take-all Game 3. 

Graham: I wouldn’t even let our guys ... 
watch [Stanford] hitting batting practice. 
They were hitting them all over everything 
out in Rosenblatt. They were hitting them 
completely out of the stadium.

Janish: I wasn’t by nature a very nervous 
person, but there was some angst going 
into that game. Up to that point, that was 
obviously the biggest game of anybody on 
that team’s career.

The Owls raced out to an early 3-0 lead 
after Stanford’s pitcher walked five men in 
the first inning. 

Ruchti: They spotted runs early, and 
we’ve got Philip Humber pitching. We were 
just mowing through them. We had very 
little trouble going through the lineup.

Rice’s seven-run sixth inning put the 
Owls ahead 11-0. 

Kolkhorst: I would say probably in the 
sixth or seventh inning I started counting 
down how many outs we needed and just 
focusing on that. The ninth inning I was 
able to enjoy it and realize, wow, we are 
really close to being national champions. 

The game ended with a score of Rice 14, 
Stanford 2. It remains the most lopsided 
championship game in College World 
Series history. 

Graham: It’s a unique feeling. But like 
everybody says when they accomplish 
something like that, they say there’s a 
feeling of tremendous elation, but there’s 
also a feeling of relief.

Kolkhorst: I ran to center field and 
hugged Austin Davis, then we both limped 
into the dogpile and jumped on top. That’s 
about as good as it gets. 

Ruchti: That was the first year high 
definition television was debuting. My 
dad used to go up to Best Buy and they 
were running College World Series clips to 
demonstrate what HD looked like. He would 
just go up there to watch the highlight clips 
to relive the whole thing. 

The 2003 national championship 
remains the only national championship 
Rice has ever won in any sport. 

Davis: Sports are sometimes a touchy 
subject at a higher learning institution like 
Rice, but I really feel like it put Rice on a 
different map. I think everyone knew it was 
such a great institution for higher learning, 
but just our logo and our Old English R 
and things like that, it really spread across 
the country and it was really a big honor to 
bring that to Rice.

Graham: It’s painful that we haven’t won 
another one. But we still have hope for that.

A look back at Rice’s national champions 15 years later
COURTESY DATAOMAHA.COM

2 0 0 3  T E A M  S T A T S :

RECORD:
58-12

ERA:

2.74
BATTING AVERAGE :

.313

FIELDING  PERCENTAGE :

.980
LONGEST WINNING  STREAK:

30
LONGEST  LOSING  STREAK:

2

There’s a feeling of 
tremendous elation, but ... 
also a feeling of relief. 

Wayne Graham
Baseball Head Coach

F O R  F U L L  L E N G T H  S T O R Y  S E E  R I C E T H R E S H E R . O R G
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O-WEEK
THEMES

WIESS COLLEGE
Team Family Wiess

In keeping with Wiess tradition, our theme is 
“Team Family Wiess.” To us, TFW represents 
a rich history that all Wiessmen are a part 
of. We hope that our new students feel like 
immediate, unconditional members of the 
family and are emboldened to make the 
college their own. 

EMMA EVERY
SIMI RAHMAN
JACOB MATTIA

BROWN COLLEGE
 Super MariO-Week

In Mario’s video games, he braves new 
worlds and levels up through his different 
experiences, all while making friends along 
the way. We hope to guide new students as 
they embark on a similar journey during 
O-Week and beyond!

ADAM BENDER
CLAIRE LUO

RACHEL CARLTON

HANSZEN COLLEGE
Cup of JO-Week

We chose a coffee theme because it’s fairly ubiquitous but 
also found in diverse forms and blends around the world. 
Coffee and coffeehouses give warm, welcoming and even 
quirky vibes which connect to Rice’s overall culture. We want 
our O-Week to be a pick-me-up for new students and introduce 
them to new experiences throughout their time at Rice.

KAREN QI 
SOOHYUN YOON 

JEREMIAH MURRELL
BAKER COLLEGE

Oh, the Places You’ll GO-Week
Oh, the Places You’ll GO-Week! touches upon not just 
the aspirations but also the doubts that incoming 
students might have in their transitions to the next 
stages of their lives. This theme serves as a strong, 
caring inspiration for students to pursue their goals 
and make an impact on their surrounding communities 
through their diverse, individual perspectives, despite 
difficulties Rice might present them.

ERIN KILBRIDE 
RUSHI BHALANI

TESI SMITH

SID RICH COLLEGE
Harry & DracO-Week

The story of Harry and Draco ties in with the 
journey we hope to give our New Students. Harry 
and Draco arrive at Hogwarts as two drastically 
different individuals who nonetheless find a support 
system, friends and a new home where they grow as 
individuals and eventually find common ground. We 

hope to emphasize that despite dramatic differences in personality, background 
and interests, Rice and Sid will be [communities] where anyone can find their 
niche, and that by being part of this community, we all become united. 

JACQUELINE EDMONDS 
CHRIS YUM

VALERIE KASS

LOVETT COLLEGE
World ExpO-Week

We want O-Week to celebrate all the different types of people 
coming into Rice and their unique backgrounds. The 1939 World 
Expo was held in New York with the theme of “Building the World 
of Tomorrow,” which is exactly what O-Week does. Though the 
World Expo brings together a variety of people as global citizens, 
their home remains important. We want Lovett to be that home 

to the New Students, a place and family they can go to to feel stable and comfortable 
throughout all the changes and new experiences they will undergo.

MAXIMILIAN FIELDING 
MURDOCH

BLESSING FELIX-OKOROJI 
PATRICK YOUNG

MCMURTRY COLLEGE
Pixar StudiO-Week

It is a vital part of our job to make every student [who] enters 
Rice feel counted for and valued, and a theme like Pixar 
StudiO-Week can be relevant for all new students regardless of 
their hometown or cultural background. With every film, Pixar 
focuses on character development and some way of relating 
to the audience. We feel as though films are something that 

bring us all together and allow us to dive into a new story and emotional journey 
together. We want Pixar StudiO-Week to be a time for new students to find their 
home at Rice and find out more about themselves in the process. Students will 
be given the means to shape McMurtry culture for themselves, creating the best 
social environment for their personal growth and happiness.

ROLANDO MARQUEZ 
SACHI PAUL
ZACH VERNE

JONES COLLEGE
C3PO-Week

Just as the Force plays an integral role in the main characters’ 
developments in Star Wars, C3PO-Week ensures that new students 
will be comfortable turning to their own Force: Jones College. Jones 
O-Week 2018 encourages new students to embrace an inclusive 
residential college culture, access campus-wide resources and find a 

personal support system to help foster their development in terms of academic 
and emotional growth. By the end of C3PO-Week, may Jones be with you. Always.

KYLE BARTSCH
RAISIN CHOUDHURY

SAI LAMMATA

WILL RICE COLLEGE
MementO-Week

Our goal is to create an O-Week experience that the new students 
value and want to remember. As new students exit O-Week, we 
want them to leave with fond memories and connections as 
mementos to fuel their exploration of themselves and all the 
opportunities within Rice and Will Rice.

EDWARD LIEW
JAKE LESHER

JULIETTE RICHERT

DUNCAN COLLEGE
CheeriO-Week

Being happy and healthy is an ongoing endeavor. 
We want to help new students feel comfortable 
choosing their own definitions and steps towards 
happiness while always being mindful of their 
physical and mental health. Duncan is an extremely 
inclusive environment where new students should 

be encouraged to embrace difficulty because they will always be supported 
through highs and lows. Even though there are many important lessons 
and impressions to give to new students during O-Week, happiness and 
health were the most important to us, so we made them our focus.

LOUIS COLE
ERIKA SCHUMACHER

JORDAN GRAVES
MARTEL COLLEGE

DiscO-Week
With DiscO-Week, we want to encourage new students to celebrate 
who they are and support them as they grow and transition into 
Martel and Rice. We want advisors to be free to show the colors of 
their own hearts in order to help those around them find a unique, 
steady beat. So whether the new students are Dancing Queens or 

just trying to find their footing, Martel and the family within its walls will be there 
to help all new students find and keep their groove.

LANEY BAKER
SARAH BERTON

GABRIELLE FALCON

Orientation Week 2018 is still 
25 weeks away, but the hype is 

already starting. Here’s why each 
college chose their theme. 

illustrations by areli navarro magallón and esther tang 

infographic by sydney garrett
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ambient noise and how to edit sounds 
together. The class is now shifting focus to the 
storytelling aspect of the students’ podcasts 
in anticipation for their final project, a full-
length podcast that tells a story. 

“We don’t tell a lot of stories in 
economics,” said Nishanth Lavendra, junior 
at Sid Richardson College. “I’m really looking 
forward to that aspect.” 

Torresen and Ratnoff also ventured out of 
their comfort zones to take Intro to Podcasting.

“My voiceovers are awkward as hell,” 
Torresen laughed. “I’m not an English major 
or anything, I just really like podcasts.”

Ratnoff, a history and political science 
major, had never taken an English class 
at Rice before this semester, but Intro to 
Podcasting caught his eye. 

“When I was looking at different courses 
for spring semester, I was looking for 
something that would give me a new skill, 
something that I wasn’t getting in my poli-
sci or history classes which involve a lot or 
reading and writing,” Ratnoff said. “I was 

struck by the prospect of getting to work on 
projects that were creative and had some 
sort of practical component.”

Schimmel believes that creative classes 
are extremely valuable for individuals.

“It’s just one of those few opportunities 
you get in school especially to do something 
and make something to call your own, that 
isn’t really bounded by constraints,” he 
said. “You don’t really have to have the 
right answer, you just have to come up with 
an answer.” 

Although the class ranges in majors 
and interests, they all have a passion for 
podcasts in common, and Schimmel says 
that geeking-out over radio interests with 
students is one of his favorite aspects of the 
course. Lavendra enjoys this too, however 
he would recommend the class to anyone--
regardless of their affinity for radio.

“There’s room for everyone regardless 
of your degree of comfort with podcasts, 
and it’s a really accepting environment,” 
Lavendra said, citing the amount of class 
time spent listening to the recordings of 
peers and giving them feedback as his 
favorite aspect of the class.

“Everyone’s really trying to make 

each other better and it’s been a lot more 
collaborative than a lot of my classes end 
up being,” he said. “I really appreciate the 
level of feedback that I get on a regular 
basis, and it’s nice to know that everyone 
else is invested in your project too.”

Lavendra and Torresen both appreciate 
that Intro to Podcasting has pushed them to 
uncover stories beyond Rice’s hedges. 

“It’s been really great because one of the 
points of the class is to get us off of Rice’s 
campus and talking to people and following 

stories in Houston,” Torresen said.
Schimmel looks forward to watching 

his students build on this curiosity as 
they pursue more stories throughout the 
semester. 

“My hope for this class is that it gets 
us all, myself included, outside of our 
bubble here, and that we get to think 
about our world and the people in it in a 
different way.” 

And they don’t even have to go far — 
Kroger is a five-minute drive away.

Podcasting students challenged to learn new medium

illustration by areli navarro magallón 

It’s been really great 
because one of the points of 
the class is to get us off of 
Rice’s campus and talking to 
people and following stories 
in Houston.

 
Sarah Torresen
Sid Richardson 

College Junior

We don’t tell a lot of stories 
in economics. I’m really 
looking forward to that 
aspect

 
Nishanth Lavendra

Sid Richardson 
College Junior

PODCAST FROM PAGE 1
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Answers will be posted on ricethresher.org and on the Thresher Facebook page. 

Bolded clues correspond to the theme. 

20 

72 

59 

ACROSS 43 Site of perpetual boba sales 
1 Group that helps with 44 SCUBA or aqua-_____ 

technology, abbreviated 46 Volunteer spring break trip 
6 PhD in vapors 48 Acts stuck up, like the 
11 Britain’s Got Talent, briefly Queen of _____ Books I was supposed to read in high school 14 It’s like spear but with a lisp 51 Allegory of Stalinist Russia 

and without a ‘p’ 54 USA, to the French 
Crossword by Margaret Roddy 15 Sultry ballroom dance 55 Philosopher Francis

 For the Thresher  / mhr2@rice.edu 16 Make a mistake 56 Memory stick you never 
17 Wiess musical version of a know which way to insert 

Shakespeare classic 58 One coulomb per second 
18 As I ______ dying 60 Running into your screw 
19 See 29*2 across date again 
20 Partner to bases 61 “And I like large parties. 
22 Rice faculty club, for short They’re so intimate. At 
24 Book burning, ______ 451 small parties, there isn’t 
28 For these people, no any privacy.” 

electricity, no problem 66 Lead actress of the DUFF 
30 Utters 67 Baby beetle 
31 “It’ll nearly be a picture 68 Large lake in Nevada and 

print by Currier and ____” California 
32 Movie about IM-ing with AI 69 Are you done? in texting lingo 
34 A network of blood vessels 70 Form of communication 
36 Wikipedia language prefix used to awkwardly say 
37 Man’s fall, or Genesis 2.0 thank you after an interview 
40 Constellation in the 71 Class that gives the fewest 

southern hemisphere shits right now 
42 Canterbury Tales time, the 72 Snow Leopard, Yosemite, 

Middle _____ Sierra 

DOWN 27 Acid with alkyl instead of 
1 Final destination of the hydroxyl 

Odyssey 29 Wife of Zeus 
2 When you take care of 33 Worthless piece of cloth 

everybody, you’re “____ 35 Streets full of nightmares 
_____” of the group 37 How I felt writing this 

3 Location of famous Greek crossword at 2 a.m. 
oracle 38 Scarlet fever left Helen 

4 Bestie Keller blind and _____ 
5 Got tricked by a horse 39 Throw line for darts 
6 Macbeth, A Doll’s House, 40 Most hated college football 

and Oedipus Rex team 
7 Jack Sparrow’s favorite 41 Huckleberry Finn, for 

drink example 
8 Game maker language, for 45 Genetically modified 

short organism 
9 Nickname for Lincoln 47 Physics 102 final exam 
10 A main character for 37 49 European tree 

across 50 Snack for pandas 
11 Imagines 52 Either acute, right, or 
12 Transition of color obtuse 
13 Multiple romantic 53 Sodium salt of glutamic acid 

rendezvous 57 Flight form for vampires 
21 16th letter of the Greek 59 Old-timey English version 

alphabet of a baked good 
23 Workplace safety 62 Mascot to 65 down 

organization 63 Period of time 
25 Hot chili pepper paste 64 Video or audio file 
26 Dark wheat breads 65 Go ___heels! 

mailto:mhr2@rice.edu
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THE WEEKLY SCENE
ANTI-VALENTINES 
DAY DRAG SHOW

If you’d rather not spend the evening of V-Day 
both single and studying, check out this 
themed drag show at the nearby Black Hole 
Coffee. In addition to very talented queens, 
you can also expect games, prizes and a 
kissing booth. The event starts at 8 p.m. Free 
admission.

Black Hole Coffee
4504 Graustark St.

BOMBSHELL
Documentary “Bombshell: The Hedy 
Lamarr Story” premiers Thursday at 7 
p.m to kick off the first ever Bechdel Film 
Festival. Although she is best known as an 
actress, “Bombshell” paints a fuller picture 
of Lamarr, from her uncredited inventions 
to her reclusion later in life. Student tickets 
are $8.

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
1001 Bissonet St.

mfah.org

LUNAR NEW YEAR 
FEST

The Rice Chinese Students and Scholars 
Association will be putting on its first 
annual Lunar New Year Fest this Saturday 
at 5 p.m. Entry is free with dinner included 
for all students, so long as you reserve your 
ticket online in advance.

Rice Memorial Center

 PLAYS OF LIGHT 
AND SHADOW

In three new JuiceBOX installations, 
Rice professors Lina Dib, Tish Stringer 
and Houston-based artist Taylor Knapps 
experiment with light and shadow. The 
pieces are on view daily through Feb. 20, 
some before and some after sundown. 
Admission is free.

JuiceBOX Units
events.rice.edu

NAOMI PRINGLE
THRESHER STAFF  / NGP2@RICE.EDU 

Almost exactly a year ago, Atlanta-based 
rap trio Migos made waves with “Culture,” a 
collection of incredibly skillful high-energy 
trap songs. Naming their album “Culture” 
was a bold move for the previously low-
key group, but the album lived up and 
propelled them to the forefront of the rap 
scene. Unfortunately, their much-anticipated 
return with “Culture 2” lacks the potency of 
“Culture.” It’s nearly two hours long, and 
the better tracks are insulated with more 
forgettable ones, muting their power and 
smothering the album’s momentum.

The self-importance that accompanies 
any rap album longer than an hour and a 
half is almost always a recipe for disaster, 
but Migos could have been forgiven for their 
lengthy runtime had the quality of  “Culture 
2” remained as consistent as its predecessor. 
However, despite being studded with enough 
good tracks to comprise an album in their 
own right, “Culture 2” is muddled by much 
of the same formulaic spam rap so often 
characteristic of albums of this length. This 
is clearly the market-savvy reaction to the 
incredible response that “Culture” elicited, an 
attempt to have the group streamed as much 
as possible. It’s disenchanting to see their 
momentum channeled into such an obvious 
money grab. 

“Culture” managed to dominate the 
rap scene by rising to the top on merit, and 
“Culture 2” will probably do the same, if only 
by flooding it with a scattershot collection 
of songs that ensure there is something 
for everyone. It’s hard to tell if a more 
streamlined cut of “Culture 2” could have 
achieved the explosive energy that “Culture” 
did. It’s too exhaustingly long to be digested 
as a collection, and no individual song rises 
exceptionally above the rest. There are plenty 
of solid tracks, but at no point in the 24-song 
set do they match the viral caliber of “Bad 
and Boujee.” The only one that comes close 
is “Motorsport,” and even this is only due to 
Cardi B and Nicki Minaj’s contributions. 

RYAN LEE
THRESHER STAFF  / RL42@RICE.EDU 

You know the drill. Eat at home. Stay 
away from social media. Yes, us stags 
and spinsters have learned to deal with 
the week of Feb. 14. But even the most 
seasoned among us may have trouble 
finding things to do in their Postmates-
blessed, Instagram-free anniversaries. 
So let this viewing guide serve those 
lonely souls who could burn an hour or 
two on some silver screen entertainment.

One approach to fighting those pangs 
of loneliness is to deny they exist. “Cats 
Don’t Come When You Call” provides 
that escapism. It’s surprisingly hard to 
find Hollywood genres quarantined from 
romance entirely. “Saving Private Ryan” 
is as much about Tom Hanks fighting for 
love as is “You’ve Got Mail.” Which is 
why “Cats Don’t Come,” directed by Toru 
Yamamoto, is a great antithesis: the 
Japanese suburbs, two brothers, and, 
of course, cats. In the film, the older 
brother moves out, leaving Mitsuo to 
care for two  kittens. Having just lost his 
professional wrestling dream, Mitsuo 
now works apathetically at a school 
cafeteria. At the same time, his cat Tiny 
begins learning the rules of territoriality 
among the neighborhood cats. A 
kinship develops between cat and man, 
as Mitsuo sees it as his responsibility to 
train Tiny into an alpha. However, this 
kind of animal rearing is not without 
its dangers, which Mitsuo learns from 

veterinarian Ume. She recommends 
Mitsuo neuter his cat, an operation 
that would placate its aggression and 
prevent more serious battle scars. 
However, Mitsuo is reluctant because 
he feels  it would rob Tiny the same way 
his own injury robbed him of his career. 
In the end, the film is about swallowing 
the bitter pill and questioning why it 
has to be bitter in the first place. Mituso 
confides these questions with Ume, and 
a friendship grows. OK, fine. There is 
something going on between these two. 
Watch at your own risk.

The only other approach to achieve 
escapism is to escape from nothing 
at all. To that end I recommend “Sing 
Street,” a 2016 Irish film directed by John 
Carney. In “Sing Street,” ’80s teen Conor 
“Cosmos” forms a band at school in 
order to approach Ann, the girl he likes. 
The film nails teenage relationships. 
Characters seem their ages and so the 
“mysterious” appeal Conor finds in Ann 
is really just her head start in maturity. 
His clumsy attempts at flirtation really 
come across as earnest inexperience 
and not as icky calculations. And 
yet the film is not afraid to pair the 
authentic with the absurd. The band 
performs original songs that are way 
too catchy for the ragtag group of kids 
to be the masterminds behind them. 
One scene in particular that references 
the high school dance scene in “Back 
to the Future” harkens back to the 
joyride of that decade, a time before 

love triangles and male obsession have 
become staples in today’s movies. Just 
don’t expect to walk out of “Sing Street” 
without humming along its tunes.

Let’s end with a nostalgia pick, the 
comfort food for the occasion. Maybe 
you want to see a movie starring a female 
lead, but without the romantic stuff. If 
you’re having trouble, then you have to 
stop thinking about live action. Recent 
Disney films have been crushing it with 
their female characters, as in “Moana” 
and “Zootopia.” It made me curious to 
identify where it all began. It goes back 
to 1998 with “Mulan,” directed by Tony 
Bancroft and Barry Cook. Watching it 
now years after I last saw it, several 
things jumped out at me. “Reflections” 
is still the best “I want” song of all time. 
Also, I finally understood the scene with 
Mulan and the doll as a shorthand for the 
casualty of war. The subtlety of it amazed 
me, and surely went over my head when 
I was young, because as a child I thought 
the doll belonged to Mulan. What also 
surprised me: Mulan and Shang never 
got married! So I recommend revisiting 
“Mulan”; it’s also in theme with the 
upcoming Lunar New Year. 

There is hope yet for the lonely souls 
this week. Best to stay indoors. If you 
have to venture out, make sure someone 
knows where you’ll be. It might be 
difficult to just treat this week as any 
other week. So instead, remind yourself 
that you are deeply loved. Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

Migos falls flat on 
‘Culture 2’ album

MUSIC

CULTURE CONT. ON PAGE 18

A lonely heart’s Valentine’s Day viewing guide
FILM

LITTLE DARK AGE
Genre: Hip-hop/Rap

Top Track: ‘Motorsport’

COURTESY (1) MYDRAMALIST (2) WORDPRESS (3) YOUTUBE
If you’re looking for something to do on Valentine’s Day, we’ve got you covered with three film recs for a chill night in.

Though ‘Culture 2’ is                    
frustratingly bloated, the group 
hasn’t entirely lost what made 
them so dominant in 2017.
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MICHAEL VERMEULEN
THRESHER STAFF  / MAV6@RICE.EDU 

During Super Bowl LII, Netflix dropped 
the first trailer for “The Cloverfield 
Paradox,” the third installment in the 
fascinating, ever-shifting Cloverfield 
franchise that began in 2008. In a ground-
breaking move, the company released the 
film only a couple hours later. However, 
while the movie’s release is revolutionary, 
the feature itself is anything but; it’s a 
derivative, dull affair without a coherent 
story or engaging characters.

The film follows Ava (Gugu Mbatha-
Raw), an astronaut who attempts to solve 
an energy crisis using a particle accelerator 
aboard the Cloverfield space station with 
the help of her fellow crew members. 
When an accident transports the station to 
another dimension, the crew must find a 
way back home.

While the basic premise has potential, 
its promise is squandered by the film’s 
execution. The film’s editing moves at an 
incomprehensible pace, leaving almost no 

time to develop any of the many characters 
or even explain what is going on without 
ham-fisted exposition. The plot progression 
is trite, mimicking story beats from a 
barrage of other space thrillers like “Alien” 
and “Sunshine.” The elements that aren’t 
hackneyed seem shoehorned into the story, 
not connecting to the main proceedings in 
any fashion. This is possibly a result of the 
extensive reshoots that changed the flick 
from a standalone sci-fi thriller to a part of 
the Cloverfield series. 

Furthermore, the movie wastes a stacked 
cast of performers. While Mbatha-Raw has a 
decent arc as the main character, acclaimed 
thespians like David Oyelowo, Daniel 
Bruhl and Elizabeth Debicki try their best 
to breathe life into their roles but cannot 
overcome the lackluster writing. Chris 
O’Dowd seems to be in an entirely different 
film altogether, playing his part as if he were 
in a spoof rather than a drama. Terrible 
tragedies befall the characters, and while the 
stakes are exceedingly high, it is nonetheless 
difficult to care about what occurs on-

screen. Without interesting characters for 
the audience to feel invested in, the film has  
little tension, thereby making life-or-death 
situations  seem tedious.

The film’s technical aspects are better. 
The visuals, from cinematography to the 
set design, are quite well done, though the 
numerable CGI effects are quite inconsistent 
in believability. Bear McCreary’s score is 
fantastic, creating an emotional, exciting 
mood that the movie’s story cannot live up 
to. The film’s overall production is perfectly 
competent but not excellent enough to 
distract from the messiness that defines the 
feature’s other aspects.

Altogether, “The Cloverfield Paradox” 
is a massively disappointing entry into a 
previously high-quality series, bungling 
its storytelling through underdeveloped 
characters, scatterbrained editing and 
pacing, cliché plot points and unnecessary, 
poorly thought-out connections to the 
original “Cloverfield” from 2008. While the 
movie’s marketing may have been inspired, 
the film is anything but.

AMELIA CALAUTTI 
THRESHER STAFF  / AMC35@RICE.EDU

The film’s editing moves at an 
incomprehensible pace, leaving 
almost no time to develop any 
of the many characters or even 
explain what is going on without 
ham-fisted exposition.

Netflix original ‘The Cloverfield Paradox’ squanders its potential
FILM

CLOVERFIELD
Running Time: 102 minutes

Rating: TV-MA

Genre: Fantasy/Mystery

COURTESY (1) EBAY (2) ELF COSMETICS (3) IHERB  (4) MAKEUP ALLEY  (5) WALMART (6) PINTEREST (7) EBAY 

Ballin’ on a budget: The best makeup products at the drugstore

7

1

2

3 4

5

6

2. e.l.f. BB Cream ($5.99)    

Sia once sang, “Baby I don’t need dollar bills to have fun tonight, I love cheap thrills,” and, while she may have been talking about partying, the same goes for shopping for makeup. Makeup is such a 
mundane part of so many individuals’ daily routines that we sometimes forget just how pricey it can be; a one fluid ounce bottle of foundation can run you $50. But when you want to look good on a budget, 
there exists a magical place that fulfills every makeup lover’s dream: the drugstore. But beware of the low prices, as; some products prove to be worth even less. It can be hard to navigate the endless aisles 
of Maybelline, Loreal, NYX, and many more — how do you know which products will be hits or misses? That’s where I come in. As a makeup artist, I have used products esteemed enough for Kim Kardashian’s 
makeup routine or fancy enough to carry a $60 price tag. But I’ve also scoured the drugstore, stocking up on products that won’t burn a hole in your pocket. Here are my finds for the best deals at the drugstore.

1. Maybelline Lash 
Sensational Mascara ($6.89)

3. Wet n Wild Photofocus 
Eyeshadow Primer ($4.69)

4. Maybelline Baby Skin Instant 
Pore Eraser ($5.79)  

5. Physicians Formula 2-in-1 Lash 
Boosting Eyeliner + Serum ($8.79)

6. NYX Professional Makeup 
Butter Gloss ($4.99)

7. Makeup Revolution Vivid Baked 
Highlighter ($6.00)

This highlighter may only be available at Ulta, but it’s defi-
nitely worth the trip. Its insane pigmentation beats even 
high-end highlighters, and its size ensures you will have 
enough shimmer for a lifetime. It provides a multi-dimen-
sional glimmer that changes undertones in the light with-
out any chunky glitter pieces. One swipe of this highlighter 
will leave you looking like a goddess at golden hour. 

Ask any friend of mine and they will tell you that 
exceptionally sharp cat eyes are my speciality. This pen 
liner is extremely easy to use and delivers black pigment 
that’s smudge-proof and waterproof. A quick nap between 
classes? No need to worry about your eyeliner rubbing 
off on your pillow. Better yet, the formula also contains 
a serum that nourishes your lashes, helping them grow 
longer and fuller while you rock your wings.

Need some coverage but too lazy to commit to full-on 
foundation? This BB cream has you covered. With SPF 20 
and a creamy consistency, e.l.f. BB Cream moisturizes 
your skin while also providing sun protection and leaving 
it with an illuminated, dewy finish. The e.l.f. BB cream 
provides more coverage than most tinted moisturizers or 
other BB creams, but can easily be blended in with your 
hands (no brushes required!) for a natural finish. It doesn’t 
cling to dry spots or highlight peeling skin, making it a 
stand-out product. 

This face primer lives up to its title. Apply this alone or 
under foundation and your skin will be silky to the touch 
with no trace of pores. Great for a night out, this extra step 
in your makeup routine will help your foundation glide on 
and leave it with an airbrushed finish.

Ever since the iconic green and pink Maybelline Great Lash 
bottle that debuted in 1971, Maybelline has dominated the 
drugstore mascara market. As someone who values long, 
voluminous eyelashes, I’ve tried dozens of mascaras and 
Maybelline Lash Sensational always comes out on top. 
No other mascara leaves my lashes as dark and curled, 
leaving me reaching for Lash Sensational every time. 

Say goodbye to eyeshadow creasing! Just a drop of this 
primer and your eyeshadow will be locked in for hours. This 
primer has saved me through nights of sweaty dancing, 
cardio sessions at the rec, and times where I fell asleep 
before taking off my makeup. Somehow I wake up with my 
eyeshadow looking as good as it did when I first put it on, 
giving Sleeping Beauty a new meaning and adding a new 
staple to my makeup collection.

With shades such as “Angel Food Cake,” “Tiramisu” and 
“Creme Brulee,” NYX Butter Glosses are almost good 
enough to eat. With a sugar cookie scent and colors that 
range from nudes to pinks to berries, these aren’t your 
average lip glosses. They have a thicker consistency that 
makes them last longer on the lips and provides a medium 
coverage that leave your lips looking shiny, soft and 
pigmented.
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Texas law says collision repair  
is up to you.  

Tell the tow truck driver:  
“Direct to Demo’s.”

Free shuttle to home or office.* 

CAR CALAMITY?  
Get It Back Fast...Like New!

We Are Car Cosmetic Specialists...  
No One Does It Better!

Our Mechanical Service  
Lowers Car Costs

Fine tuning means better gas mileage.
Alignment & rotation increases tire life.

Scheduled maintenance reduces  
engine wear.

Demo Jr.
Since 1988

Costa
Since 1980

Demo
Since 1964

Demo’s Automotive Center
2438 Tangley at Kelvin in Rice Village

713-526-3781
*Some geographic restrictions apply.

SIMONA MATOVIC 
FOR THE THRESHER  / SEM11@RICE.EDU 

After MGMT’s successful 2007 debut, 
“Oracular Spectacular,” which included their 
most popular songs, “Kids” and “Electric 
Feel,” their subsequent, more experimental 
2010 and 2013 albums departed from their 
initial sound and never gained much trac-
tion. Their latest release deserves a signifi-
cantly better reception, but “Little Dark Age” 
still doesn’t shine as brightly as their first hit. 
Nonetheless, MGMT presents a mature return 
to pop with some standout songs and mean-
ingful themes.

“When You Die,” one of four tracks initial-
ly released as singles, exemplifies the album’s 
consistent, entertaining yet troublesome jux-
taposition of dark lyrics with head-bop-war-
ranting synth-pop beats (“Go fuck yourself, 
you heard me right. Don’t call me nice again”). 
The tune’s catchiness undercuts its depress-
ing text. When the chorus threatens suicide 
(“Ready to blow my brains out”), the fun 
electric guitar in the background and upbeat 
rhythm make it seem more like a dramatic 
friend threatening to eat a Tide Pod than an 
emergency. MGMT creates this same effect 
with another strong single, the album’s titu-
lar track. “Little Dark Age” is an appropriate 
name — it’s dark, just like “When You Die,” 
but only a little dark, really. It would be bet-
ter suited for the background of a Scooby-Doo 
chase scene than a psychological thriller. 

The band further detracts from the lyrical 
heaviness by following up with a few lighter, 
funky tunes like “Me and Michael,” “James” 
and “Days That Got Away.” “Me and Michael” 
is a listenable, nostalgic account leaning 
more towards indie rock than electric pop. 
The other two have a pleasant, jazzy vibe. 
Although the lyrics don’t make a particularly 
strong impression, the music is good enough 
that they don’t need to. Moreover, the lack of 
lyrical substance elevates the urgency of the 
melancholy that precedes it. The listener is 
left to question whether the state of misery 
will remain unaddressed and permanent.

Not a moment too soon, MGMT artfully 
offers resolution in what might be the best 
track on “Little Dark Age.” It’s surprising that 
“One Thing Left to Try” was never released 
individually, as it would have held its own 
even on MGMT’s debut album. On top of its 
exceptional sound — artfully used synthesizer 
and an infectious rhythm, in perfect harmo-
ny — its message is refreshing and necessary. 
The hopeful number insists, “See if you can 
make it before you choose the night.” Eighth 
in the track listing, it finally provides relief to 
the despair in previous songs, exclaiming, “I 
don’t wanna die.”

In addition to a graceful and nuanced ex-
ploration of depression, MGMT ham-fistedly 
delivers a stale lecture about technology on 
“She Works Out Too Much” and “TSLAMP.” 
Thankfully, their auditory quality is equally as 
boring and uninspired as their lyrical content, 
so you can just skip these tracks without miss-
ing out. In the former, the speaker informs his 

girlfriend that he is “sick of liking [her] self-
ies.” Similarly, TSLAMP rambles about “time 
spent sitting all alone, time spent looking at 
my phone.” The opportunity for an insightful 
connection between the narrator’s depressed 
state and the pressure of social media is trad-
ed for pretension. In fact, these two songs 
could have been part of a separate, hypothet-
ical EP titled, “I’m Just, Like, Over Phones, 
Y’Know? Like, I Saw This Episode of Black 
Mirror and Was Shook.”

In the end, “Little Dark Age” is compel-
ling in its ability to create tension by using 
listenable music to trivialize depressing lyr-
ics. Catchiness is only possible by minimizing 
pain, and diluting this dread seems like the 
only way to share it at all. This motif serves as 
a solemn but candid follow-up to the youthful 
adventurousness of “Oracular Spectacular.” 
“Little Dark Age” acknowledges that time 
passes and things decay, but strongly dis-

suades from hopelessness.
 After listening to the album, I replayed 

my favorites and enjoyed them even more. I 
tried to get through my least favorites again, 
too. Unfortunately, the level of eye rolling 
induced by their “Instagram is killing us” 
sentiment seems medically concerning. 
Then, I scrolled down in my music library 
to “Oracular Spectacular.” In just seconds, 
the addictive, dynamic quality that “Little 
Dark Age” never quite achieves bursts from 
my speaker. However, the thematic content 
of their debut — an exciting exploration of 
youth, focused on the future — lends itself 
better to crowd-pleasing anthems than the 
jaded struggle of maturing in “Little Dark 
Age.” So, while a comparison between the 
two might seem unfair, it’s inevitable. MG-
MT’s most recent installment isn’t as bold or 
captivating as their first, but that may just be 
a product of growing up.

CULTURE FROM PAGE 16

MGMT comes of age with fourth album, ‘Little Dark Age’
MUSIC

LITTLE DARK AGE
Genre: Alternative/Indie

Top Track: ‘One Thing Left to Try’

COURTESY GENIUS & PITCHFORK 

Though “Culture 2” is frustratingly 
bloated, the group hasn’t entirely lost what 
made them so dominant in 2017. It might 
be overly moralistic to expect a group 
with such an obvious understanding of 
cultural currents not to capitalize a bit 
on that knowledge. Much of what makes 
Migos such an interesting power group 
is their pervasiveness, topping the charts 
not only with their own work, but also 
with features on some of the best songs 
of their contemporaries, Offset and Quavo 
in particular turning up on a staggering 
number of non-Migos chart toppers. 

The glut of content on “Culture 2” seems 
to be a method of extending this reach 
further, and sees the trio getting more 
experimental. Surprisingly, it’s not in the 
places they step out of their comfort zone 
where the album falls flat. Quavo perfectly 
channels Pablo Escobar on “Narcos,” 
which nails a South American groove. 
“Stir Fry,” a collaboration with Pharrell, 
is their first foray into pop territory and 
is much more intricate than what they’ve 
worked with before, but the trio make it 
sound completely natural, each sinking 
into the beat with skill and ease. Instead 
it’s the excess of their standard fare that 
bogs down “Culture 2.” “Walk it Talk it” 
features one of the most gratingly repetitive 
choruses in recent history and “Emoji a 
Chain” is exactly as disappointing as the 
title would have you expect. Tracks like 
these feel like imitations of themselves, 
falling back on a once-successful formula 
to extend a track list that most certainly 
needs no extending.

“Culture 2” currently rests at No. 1 on 
The Billboard 200, and it’s unlikely that 
Migos is anywhere close to relinquishing 
their influential status. If anything, 
between their prolific collaborations and 
Offset’s engagement to up-and-coming 
rap powerhouse Cardi B, the group is set 
up to be even more present in 2018. It will 
be interesting to see if they are ever able to 
reclaim the wildfire appeal they achieved 
with “Culture,” but for now it seems they 
will maintain their pervasive force with 
quantity rather than quality.

Not a moment too soon, MGMT 
artfully offers resolution.
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Sophomore guard Erica Ogwumike skies for a rebound during Saturday’s 73-58 victory over Western 
Kentucky University. The win knocked WKU out of the top spot in Conference USA and opened the door for 
the University of Alabama, Birmingham to take the C-USA lead. Rice goes on the road to face UAB Thursday.

Soccer reaches internationally to sign new recruiting class
ANDREW GROTTKAU
SPORTS EDITOR  / ABG4@RICE.EDU 

  After winning the conference title 
and making its first NCAA tournament 
appearance in three years last season, Rice 
is on to 2018. The Owls announced their 
2018 signing class last week, adding six 
new players to its roster. Head coach Nicky 
Adams said she is thrilled to welcome the 
incoming class.
   “This is an incredible group of young 
ladies and we are so happy that they will 
continue their athletic and academic 
careers at Rice,” Adams said. “This is a very 
strong class that will help us in multiple 
positions all over the field.” 
   The class includes  two midfielders, two 
defenders, a goalkeeper and a forward. 
Below is a brief bio of each Owls signee: 

FORWARD CALEIGH BOECKX
Hometown: Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Highlights: Second in scoring for Alberta 
team at 2017 Canada Summer Games, led 
club in scoring for three straight years
Why Rice?: “Rice’s outstanding academics 
as well as their incredible level of soccer made 
my university decision easy,” Boeckx said. 

DEFENDER PARIS FOX
Hometown: Saratoga, California
Highlights: Eight seasons as club team 
captain, currently leading her high 
school league in scoring
Why Rice?: “As soon as I stepped onto 
the Rice campus, I felt like I was at my 
second home,” Fox said. “Although I 
visited many universities over the past 
few years, there was something special 
that made it easy for me to call Rice and 
the state of Texas my new home.”

MIDFIELDER MADISON KENT
Hometown: Sugar Land, Texas
Highlights: High School District 
Offensive MVP in 2017, four-time 
Academic All-District honoree
Why Rice?: “I chose Rice because while 
playing for an excellent soccer program 
I will be surrounded by coaches, players 
and students who will undoubtedly 
challenge me to reach my goals on and 
off the field,” Kent said. 

GOALKEEPER BELLA KILLGORE
Hometown: Houston, Texas
Highlights: Captain of her club 
soccer team, 2017 High School District 

Goalkeeper MVP, First-Team All-State 
goalkeeper in 2017
Why Rice?: “I chose Rice because it’s 
the perfect school academically and 
athletically for me,” Killgore said.

DEFENDER ZIYANA SAMANANI
Hometown: Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Highlights: Three appearances at 
National Club Championships, winning 
silver in 2014 and bronze in 2016. Also a 
volleyball player who won her school’s 
volleyball MVP award
Why Rice?: “When I met the coaches, 
their passion for the game was inspiring, 
and this same passion was evident in the 
players as well,” Samanani said. 

MIDFIELDER DELANEY SCHULTZ
Hometown: St. Louis, Missouri
Highlights: Two-time First-Team All-
League, First-Team All-State in 2017, 
helped her team win its first two district 
titles in 2015 and 2017
Why Rice?: “When I visited, the coaches 
and players were so welcoming and 
passionate about the program and I 
just loved the style of soccer they play,” 
Schultz said. 

POSITIONS:
Caliegh Boeckx: 

forward
Paris Fox:

defender
Madison Kent:

midfielder
Bella Killgore:

goalkeeper
Ziyana Samanani:

defender
Delaney Schultz:

midfielder

ANDREW GROTTKAU
SPORTS EDITOR  / ABG4@RICE.EDU 

The Rice women’s basketball team 
captured a signature win Saturday at 
Tudor Fieldhouse when it defeated 
conference leader Western Kentucky 
University 73-58. But the Owls have 
a quick turnaround. Thursday night, 
they face off against the University of 
Alabama, Birmingham, which took the 
Conference USA lead with WKU’s loss. 
An Owls’ win would put them in a three-
way tie in the loss column for first place 
in C-USA alongside UAB and WKU. 

In Saturday’s victory, the Owls and 
the Hilltoppers played a tight first half, 
with Rice holding a 39-34 lead at the 
break. In the third quarter, however, 
the home team began to pull away. The 
Owls took an 11-point lead before WKU 
stormed back to cut the lead to 55-49 
heading into the fourth quarter. But Rice 
turned up its defensive intensity in the 
final frame, holding Western Kentucky to 
just nine points in the final 10 minutes. 
Late 3-pointers by junior forward Nicole 
Iademarco and sophomore guard Erica 
Ogwumike helped seal the 15-point 
victory. According to head coach Tina 
Langley, Rice’s composure helped it pull 
away.

“We have really high-IQ players,” 
Langley said. “I thought we made 
really good decisions late in the game 
… Teams get more and more aggressive 
defensively, and I thought we played 
with a lot of toughness and high IQ.”

With the win, the Owls moved into 
a tie in the loss column with WKU for 
second place in the conference, just one 

Rice topples confer-
ence-leading ’Toppers

game behind UAB. Langley said the team 
recognized the importance of the game 
but did not approach it differently.

“We’re really focused on us right 
now,” Langley said. “We had a lot of 
things we needed to improve on from our 
last game. [We have] a ton of respect for 
the teams we play every night and know 
a lot about them, but the process should 
be the same. How we practice, how we 
prepare; those things should be the same 
every day.”

Thursday’s game against Louisiana 
Tech University marked the return of 
junior forward Olivia Ogwumike from an 
injury suffered early in the season. With 
her in the lineup, the Owls now have 
10 healthy players for the first time all 
season. Langley said she is excited to to 
see players recovering from injury at this 
point in the year. 

“It’s great to have several players 
coming back from injury for us,” Langley 
said. “The depth was really critical for us 
today.”

The Owls will head to Birmingham on 
Thursday in the hopes of moving into the 
top spot in the conference. UAB is 9-1 in 
C-USA while the Owls are 8-2. A Rice win 
would put both teams at 9-2 in conference 
play with just five games to go in the 
regular season. WKU is currently 9-2, 
having played one more game than both 
the Owls and the Blazers. The top four 
teams in C-USA will earn first round byes 
in the conference tournament. Rice is 
currently two games ahead of fifth-place 
University of North Carolina, Charlotte. 

The Blazers will enter Thursday’s 
game riding a six-game win streak. Their 
last loss, and only conference loss, came 
nearly a month ago, on Jan. 18 against 
the University of Southern Mississippi. 
UAB is enjoying a resurgent season this 
year after finishing 15-15 overall and 8-10 
in C-USA in 2016-17. The Blazers reached 
the 20-win mark with their win over 
Marshall University on Saturday and are 
now 20-3 on the season. 

Rice’s showdown with UAB will take 
place Thursday, Feb. 15 at 6 p.m. in 
Birmingham, Alabama. The game will be 
broadcast on CUSA.tv. 

It’s great to have several 
players coming back from 
injury for us.

Tina Langley
Basketball  Head Coach

RECORD: 
18-4    

CONFERENCE 
RECORD:

8-2

infographic by marlena fleck
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

P/T, F/T WORKERS For special needs be-
havior/learning program. Private behavior/
academic learning program for children 
ages 2-12yr, primarily those with autism, in 
Museum District seek university students to 
learn our unique program combing behav-
ior & social skills training with Montessori 
methods, Call 713-528-2343 or send resume 
to Director at marys.mcclure2@gmail.com

2 AKC REGISTERED English Bulldogs for free, 

if interested please contact; f123.anderson@
gmail.com

RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High 
School Math, Natural & Social Sciences, 
Foreign Language, Humanities, and SAT/ACT 
prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
is based upon variety of factors. Contact 832-
428-8330 and email resume to sri.iyengar@
sriacademicservices.com

TUROR NEEDED for high school Algebra 2/
Pre Calculus Honors class near campus. 
Call or text 919.824.5491.

2209 S BRAESWOOD Furnished 2BR, 2BA 
condo. Gated community near medical 
center. Internet + Utilities included. Granite 
& SS appliances, Washer & Dryer in unit, 

storage room, Patio, 2 parking spots included. 
Swimming pool $1500. Call 281.728.2747

CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Tom Wang
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire and written by Joey McGlone and Isaac Schultz. For comments or questions, please email farts@rice.edu. 

Rice University students,
activate your complimentary WSJ memberships.

Visit WSJ.com/Rice
© 2018 Dow Jones & Co., Inc. All rights reserved.

The Crush Party survey matched you with a potential suitor. But you didn’t come for the potential possibility of perhaps meeting the missing 
part to your perfect pair, maybe. You came to meet the lover of your dreams. Well, now you can make your dreams come true with 12 simple 
questions that don’t leave room for ambiguity. You and your crush pick an answer column, respond to the questions independently, honestly, 
and simultaneously, and then compare to find out if this is love, lust, or a waste of time.

Every time you match, you get a point. If you’re turned on by the fact that you disagree, what the hell – make that a point, too. Tally your 
points and, depending on your score, limber up.

1. Who’s better looking?
2. Who’s the better kisser?
3. Who needs this more?

4. Who knows more words to Vanilla Ice’s 
1990 smash hit “Ice Ice Baby?”

5. Just looking at your date, what is the 
weirdest place they’ve stuck an eraser?

6. Fantasy sex location?*
7. Fantasy tex-mex location?*

8. What’s the most CENSORED spot you 
have CENSORED on another person 
while CENSORED with a sock full of 

nickels. 
9. Fuck, Marry, Kill: Coffeehouse, The 

Hoot, Pub.
10. Is Taco Bell worth all those post-taco 

smells?
11.  Choose an integer between 1 and 

1,000,000. 
12. Butt stuff?

PARTNER 1
1.  me   them
2.      me   them
3.     me   them
4.      me   them

5. __________________

6. _________________
7. __________________
8.         Inner ear 
 Sole of the foot 
 Lower intestine

9. __________________

10.       yes    no

11. __________________
 
12.       nay       
 yay    
 hooray!

TOTAL SCORE:

Evaluation
10-12: Pop the question!
6-9: Put question 2 to the test.
3-5: Maybe get a servery dinner sometime, but nothing more.
1-2: Excuse yourself to the bathroom and never return. 
0: I mean, opposites attract, right?
*If you both answered these questions with the same answers, 
fuck the list. It’s meant to be. 

PARTNER 2
1.  me   them
2.      me   them
3.     me   them
4.      me   them

5. __________________

6. _________________
7. __________________
8.         Inner ear 
 Sole of the foot 
 Lower intestine

9. __________________

10.       yes    no

11. __________________
 
12.       nay       
 yay    
 hooray!

TOTAL SCORE:


